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Vienna and Bratislava: 
a logistics and traffic region
International experts from the fields of business, politics and science discussed the challenges and 
opportunities for the Twin-City – the common Vienna-Bratislava region – concerning cross-border public 
transportation, traffic and logistics in Bratislava.
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Cover picture 

Paweł Wróbel (1913-1984), a former talented miner, called „Sunday painter“ and 
considered as „Silesian Brueghel“. In his painting he does not present any specific 
industrial city, it is a mix of what can be seen in industrial black Silesia, an industri-
al landscape with chimneys, red miners houses and factories, Sunday festivals and 
fairs and all this despite the stereotype that this industrial Silesia is gray and dirty 
and there is no life here. This painting in Mayor‘s office, is from the collections of the 
Municipal Museum in Zabrze.    Photo © IRE

This year we celebrate the 25th anniversary of the European Committee of the Regions. The Committee – the EU‘s assembly of 
local and regional leaders - was created to bring the EU closer to its citizens. By giving regions and cities a formal role in the 
EU, it aims to strengthen European democracy and cooperation across borders. Given the recent growth in Euroscepticism, we 
need a new way of working that remembers these foundations, bringing regions and cities to the fore if Europe is to build a 
democratic, fairer and sustainable future. 

The recent European elections has sent a positive message for European democracy: 51 % of citizens took part, up from 43 % 
in 2014, creating a European Parliament that is still predominantly pro-European. Nevertheless, the surge in populism across 
Europe is a reminder of the fragility of trust in politics. Reconnecting with those who feel disengaged with the EU and politics in 
general, needs a collaborative effort from every level of government, civil society and academia. 

In our view, there are two main paths for re-building trust. Firstly, the EU needs to change the way it works so EU decisions 
and laws better respond to the needs of citizens. The principle of subsidiarity and stronger involvement of cities and regions – 
who implement 70 % of EU laws – is fundamental to ensure laws bring real added-value to daily life and are more accountable, 
efficient and transparent. 

Secondly, we need a Europe that actively listens to citizens and works together with every city, region, town and village – this is 
the only way for the EU to emerge stronger and more inclusive. Citizens‘ dialogues – town hall debates – can reinforce a sense of 
ownership in the European Union, whilst strengthening transparency and democracy. They need to become a permanent part 
of the EU‘s architecture which views directly shape EU decision-making. As those closest to citizens and as the most trusted level 
of government, local and regional leaders have a fundamental role in achieving this aim. 

Finally, let me conclude by mentioning the key concept on which all this reasoning is based: multilevel governance. Local and 
regional democracy – the EU has more than 100,000 local authorities and 300 regions - is an essential part of European demo-
cracy. Multilevel governance is essential to ensure the active and balanced participation of all levels of government in a spirit 
of trust and loyal cooperation. The decentralisation of powers and resources, coupled with the sharing of responsibilities, is the 
best way to tackle challenges by anchoring them at the local level.

All levels of government – EU, national, local and regional – have a shared responsibility to uphold our founding European va-
lues. Empowering and engaging Europe‘s one million local and regional leaders is the only way to counter populism and create 
a social sustainable Europe that benefits the lives of every citizen.

Karl-Heinz Lambertz
President of the European 
Committee of the Regions

In cooperation with the ÖVG, the Institute of the Regi-
ons of Europe (IRE) organized the 2nd high-level con-
ference of the logistics-series “Vienna and Bratislava: 
a logistics and traffic region”, where major questions 
of regional and urban development were discussed – 
common transport planning and the possibilities of 
a cross-border transport network, public transport 
and supply, requirements of the economy and the 
role of the airports for both cities and municipalities.

The conference started with an welcome address 
from the ÖVG’s Sectretary General Ms Veronika Kess-
ler and Mr Franz Schausberger, Chairman of the IRE, 
who both emphazised that the states and regions of 
Europe have common questions when it comes to 
urban logistics and traffic. Mr Peter Bánovec, Direc-
tor of the Transport Department in Bratislava, took 
the same line saying that common challenges need 
common solutions – since it is every city’s goal to 
reduce emission and support public transport. Ms 
Alžbeta Ožvaldová, Vice-President of the region Bra-
tislava, noted it takes public and private investments 
in infrastructure, the key area being mobility and in-
tegrated traffic. She then said, this conference pro-
motes the cooperation between regions like Vienna 
and Bratislava, but also sets an example for others.

The second part was the introduction to the topic by 
Mr Manfred Gronalt, University of Natural Resources 
and Life Sciences in Vienna. He showed by means of 
data flow goods, that the Twin-City is a source and 
destination traffic region, in particular goods for con-

sumers, value creation of high-value goods or their 
transformation. Logistics affects all areas of life and 
each citizen. Mr Tatiana Kováčiková, Head of the De-
partment of International Research Projects at the 
University of Zilina, completed the importance of 
getting the science and research out of the lab and 
learning from each other – with new traffic concepts 
and solutions. Mr Hans Christian Krügerl, Head of 
Advantage Austria in Bratislava, took over the third 
part of the introduction: Slovakia is a “home market” 
for Austria, since both countries have a similar cul-
ture. The common development is reflected in the 
logistics area and the traffic will rise.

Mr Harald Jony, Managing Director of the container 
terminal in the port of Vienna (WienCont Container 
Terminal), was the Keynote-Speaker. He used data to 
describe the actual state: 600 trucks use the contai-
ner terminal per day, the proportion of containers is 
the highest among automobile parts, at 30 percent. 
Vienna and Bratislava both profit from the railway 
– the rail and road are far more important than the 
river. The most important and precious parts are 
time and flexibility. With more goods going out of 
the regions Vienna and Bratislava, more delays due 
to more traffic are certain. To ensure flexibility and 
just-in-time production – meaning the warehouses 
of producers in the region are on the street and 
rail – distributed hubs become more important, 
at best close to the producers and costumers. The 
traffic flows are to thought together as a “package 
solution”. Mr Helmut Adelsberger, expert in traf-
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From left: Tatiana Kováčiková, Head 
of the Department of International 
Research Projects of University 
Zilina, Manfred Gronalt, University of 
Natural Resources and Life Sciences 
Vienna (BOKU), Alžbeta Ožvaldová, 
Vice President of Bratislava Region, 
Franz Schausberger, Veronika Kess-
ler, Secretary General of ÖVG, Hans 
Christian Kügerl, Head of Foreign 
Economic Center Bratislava, and Pe-
ter Bánovec, Director of Department 
of Transport, City of Bratislava

Panel 
“ Requirements of the 
economy and industry 
for logistics in the 
regions of Vienna and 
Bratislava”

Keynote: Harald Jony

Panel: Helmut Adelsberger, 
Sebastian Belz, 
Frantisek Komora, 
Martin Posset

Moderator:   
Bernd Winter
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Sponsors

F.l.: Helmut 
Falschlehner, 
Member of IRE 
Board, Veronika 
Kessler, Secretary 
General of ÖGV, 
and Hans Christian 
Kügerl, Head of 
Foreign Economic 
Center Bratislava

F.l.: Peter Bánovec, City of 
Bratislava, Wolfgang Scholl, 
Verkehrsverbund Ost-Region 
(VOR), Klaus Garstenauer, Board 
Member ÖBB, Michaela Gansterer-
Zaminer, Former Member of the 
Austrian Federal Council, Andreas 
Hopf, Twin City Liner, Martin 
Smoliner Technical University 
Graz and Matúš Kužel, City of 
Bratislava

F.l.: Hans Christian Kügerl, Head of Foreign 
Economic Center Bratislava, Alžbeta Ožvaldová, 
Vice President of Bratislava Region, F. Schausberger

F.l.: Martin Posset, Think Port Vienna, Sebastian 
Belz, Secretary General of Europäische Plattform der 

Verkehrswissenschaften, Harald Jony,
 WienCont Container Terminal GmbH, Helmut 
Adelsberger, Expert in Traffic and Logistics, Frantisek 

Komora, President of the logistics and shipping 
association of the Slovak Republic, Bernd Winter, 

Editor in Chief „Zeitschrift für Verkehr“, Vienna

Andreas Hopf, Central Danube, 
TWIN City Liner, and the two prize 
winners of the TWIN CITY Liner 
Tombola

From left: David M. 
Herold, University of 
Vienna, Transport & 
Logistics, Sebastian 
Belz, Secretary General 
of Europäische Platt-
form der Verkehrs-
wissenschaften, and 
Elmar Fürst, University 
of Vienna, Transport & 
Logistics

F.l.: Stefan Eder, City of Vienna, Peter Sádovský, President of Slovak Bus Association, Georg 
Koppen, City of Munich, Moderator Claus Reitan, Alexander Klacska, Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce (Transport & Logistics), Jan Ninnemann, President of Deutsche Verkehrswiss. 
Gesellschaft, Jan Marosz and Jiří Kubáček, Members of Slovak Parliament

fic and logistics issues and former employee in the 
EU-Commission, area for trans-European networks, 
described the location of the region: a corridor bet-
ween the alps – stating “grow together, what be-
longs together”. Mr František Komora, President of 
the logistics and shipping association of the Slovak 
Republic, emphasized the good cooperation with 
Austria since the split of Slovak and Czech Republic. 
International networks were built, both cities protit 
from short distances as well as the proximity to the 
airport. Mr Sebastian Belz, Sectretary General of the 
european platform of traffic sciences (EPTS), noted 
the importance of implementing dynamic strategies 
and models of transport generating overflowing cy-
cles in the region. Mr Martin Posset, thinkport Vien-
na – a smart urban logistics lab – complemented to 
think along with innovation cycles, eg. the range of 
electric trucks, the digitization of infrastructure and 
the investment security for businesses and private 
partners. The common Vienna-Bratislava region’s 
unique selling point is its location: 10 million people 
in a 2-hour-circle, innovation as well as sustainable 
processes and development.

Mr Klaus Garstenauer, Member of the Board ÖBB-
Passenger Transport, held the Keynote: 13,000 tra-
velers cross the border Austria/Slovakia per day. 
The ÖBB noted a 13 percent increase in ticket sales 
from 2016 to 2019 with a modern fleet and above all 
the timetable as the key: needs-oriented, hour seg-
ments and then half-hour segments, finally getting 
to an integrated clocking (symmetry minute). This 
means syncronization of timetable development 
across all levels and long term planning. Empty runs 
due to the timetable must be financed by the public 
sector. Mr Peter Bánovec, Director of the Transport 
Department in Bratislava, stated the importance of 
investing in cross-border transport (including Hun-
gary) – specially in modernizing the infrastructure, 
creating an integrated system and a tariff calculator. 

Mr Andreas Hopf, Managing Director of the Twin City 
Liner (a connection between the city centers of Vi-
enna and Bratislava on the Danube since 2006), says 
his company transports 150,000 people per year – 50 
percent being citizens of the region. He has mixed 
feelings when thinking about cross-border transport 
due to political resistance in both Austria and Slova-
kia. Ms Michaela Gansterer-Zaminer took the same 
line saying the infrastructure must be improved. But 
this is only possible with the cooperation of states, 
federal states and municipalities – transnationally 
and within the states. Mr Matúš Kužel, Head of the 
Department of transport and integrated city traffic 
in Bratislava, said, the cooperation with Austrian 
partners works – having a catalogue of measures. 
But more important than cross-border is the impro-
vement of the regional connection, with 4 percent 
growth among travelers within the region. Mr Wol-
gang Schroll, Managing Director of the transport 
network east region (VOR), said with 30,000 inhabi-
tants growth per year in Vienna and similar figures 
in Bratislava – the economy must be operated and 

consumed – the expansion of the infrastructure is 
immanent, especially with the joint order of the 
cross-border-routes. Infrastructure needs long plan-
ning though – around 20 years lead time for major 
projects. Mr Martin Smoliner, Institute of railway 
engineering and transport economy at the Univer-
sity Graz, emphazised the connection of all means 
of transport and platforms as well as the timetable 
according to the needs while still planning on sys-
tem differences. The integrated clocking works on 
both sides of the border but is too little coordinated 
cross-border. The public service obligation must be 
in the centre of attention having an excavated traffic 
financing system. This is the joint task of the regi-
ons – even if politics often lacks understanding the 
importance (eg. the “national” thinking) of thinking 
transport and logistics not as competition but com-
plementary.

Mr Alexander Klacska, transport sector of the Austri-
an federal chamber of commerce, was the Keynote-
Speaker – stating that the challenges in the area of 
city logistics are all known rather than new. Mr Jan 
Ninnemann, President of the german traffic scien-
tific society (DVWG), approved, stating the context 
of the high degree of sealed soil and the logistics 
hubs then being only on the outskirts of the city, e-
commerce drives many parcels onto the streets, the 
loading bays are often used indifferent forcing the 
parcel companies back on the street creating more 
traffic. Mr Georg Koppen, Head of the Department 
for mobility, urban development, city planning and 
building regulations in Munich, said his city has three 
projects that can solve the serious problems (www.
smarter-together.eu, www.city2share.de, www.civi-
tas.eu/eccentric), partly in cooperation with other 
cities – all about enabeling the citizens to become 
more active themselves to reduce delivery traffic in 
the city and promoting more electric vehicles. Mr Pe-
ter Sádovský, President of the slovak bus transport 
association, said Slovakia is an automobile country 
with large suppliers and many companies from the 
automotive sector, yet making Vienna and Bratislava 
the 4th richest region in Europe. Mr Stefan Eder, ex-
pert in urban development and planning in Vienna, 
noted that for a long time, logistics was not the focus 
of urban and transport development, but now it can 
no longer be ignored. The goal must be traffic reduc-
tion without performance or quality loss. This could 
be done with screening and then securing logistics 
areas within the city, eg. micro hubs, or distribution 
centers near the city. 

Mr Jiří Kubáček and Mr Jan Morosz, politicans in the 
regional parliament of Bratislava, concluded that lo-
gistics and traffic are complex problems, which only 
can be solved together cross-border and interdisci-
plinary. The experts than stated the importance of 
depoliticizing the topic but still promoting the trans-
port network at the EU-level and bundling a part of 
the competeces in the Commission. Since the fall of 
the Iron Curtain in 1989, the Twin-City has grown to-
gether again.

Panel 
“ Which solutions offer
 cities and regions for  
 public transport,  
 what about cross- 
 border traffic and  
 the role of airports”

Keynote: Klaus Garstenauer

Panel: Peter Bánovec, 
Michaela Gansterer-Zaminer, 
Andreas Hopf, Matúš Kužel, 
Wolfgang Schroll, 
Martin Smoliner

Moderator:   
Benedikt Badánik

Panel 
“ How does local 
 supply work in the  
 regions, questions of  
 city logistics”

Keynote: Alexander Klacska

Panel: Rastislav Cenký, 
Stefan Eder, Jan Ninnemann, 
Peter Sádovský, 
Georg Koppen, Jiří Kubáček, 
Jan Morosz

Moderator:   
Claus Reitan
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30 years of the fall of the Iron Curtain – a boost 
for tourism in Europe
1989 – a striking year in history because of the Fall of the Iron Curtain. 2019 marks the 30th anniversary 
of this historic moment. Suddenly there was the newly created possibility of the free crossing of natio-
nal borders. The freedom of movement led to an increase of tourism, especially in the frontier regions 
of Central and Eastern European countries. Furthermore, it can’t be denied, that traveling and getting to 
know new cultures, help to reduce prejudices and foster a peaceful coexistence. These were the topics of 
a panel discussion in the context of the “15th Salzburg Europe Summit” of the Institute of the Regions of 
Europe (IRE).

“Every journey brings the chance to grow into a 
citizen of Europe and to become a world citizen, 
who assumes responsibility for a peaceful world”, 
upon this words Josef Schöchl, member of regio-
nal parliament of Salzburg and member of the IRE 
board, opened the panel. 

Manfred Rosenstatter, President of the Salzburg 
Economic Chamber, held the welcome speech: “All 
of the other issues are obsolete, if there is no peace 
at the base. Unity is the base for peace – then we can 
maintain a Europe that is suitable for our grandchild-
ren.”

Peter Janech, Programme Officer at World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO) spoke in his keynote about 
the origins of the UNWTO and commented on tou-
rism as a peacekeeping force. “Tourism helps to 
broaden the mind and can be an important factor 
to reduce suspicions and prejudices and to establish 
a more peaceful world.” As a result of the fall of the 
Iron Curtain, Europe has undergone major political 
and economic transformations. Tourisms can be 
seen as an important socio-economic and cultural 
factor for the development process. International 
tourism has grown over the last 70 years around the 
56-fold and nowadays counts as the third largest ex-
port category in the world. 

Ivan Jakovčić, former President of Istria, former Mi-
nister for European Affairs of the Republic of Croatia,, 
former MEP, outlined the tourism situation in Croa-

tia, where tourism has increased by 90 % in 20 ye-
ars. “If we want to have peace in Europe, we have to 
travel and get to know Europe better.” Jakovčić calls 
for an institutional tourism coordination on Europe-
an level, to share experiences and develop solutions. 
We could need a point of contact in Brussels and an 
European master plan. 

Dragos Anastasiu, Director General of the Eurolines 
Group, described the present situation in Romania 
as very positive and that the Romanians increase 
to travel to exotic destinations. Furthermore, trave-
lers to Romania are 99 % satisfied. Nonetheless, the 
numbers of travels to Romania are not yet satisfacto-
ry. There is already a ministry of tourism in Romania, 
but there is still much room for improvement. A poli-
tical challenge would be the Romanians who moved 
away, because there are already 5 out of 20 million li-
ving abroad and these people would be needed back 
in Romania, especially in the very busy summer. An 
accession to the Schengen area would generate con-
fidence and be profitable for the population. 

Jan Herget, Director of the Czech Tourism, explained 
how tourism in the Czech Republic has developed 
since the opening of the border. “In 1998 there were 
only five travel agencies – today there are more than 
800. Also, back then we counted seven 4-star hotels, 
today there are 62.” Prague is considered a hotspot 
in relation to overtourism. However, in the less de-
veloped regions, there would be no tourism related 
improvements, because that would require laws as 
in Austria.“We have been trying for years to enforce 
our tourism law, but that seems to be impossible”, 
said Mr Herget. The biggest challenge would be to 
bring tourists to the smaller villages as well. 

Petra Nocker-Schwarzenbacher, Chairwoman of 
the federal department for tourism, WKÖ, talked 
about the development of Austrian tourism, which 
she referred to as a success story. The opening-up 
of Eastern Europe has brought guests, valuable wor-
kers and newly found freedoms. Ms Nocker-Schwar-

zenbacher found the process towards overtourism 
worrying and we would have to provide solutions 
for hotspots like Hallstatt or Salzburg. “10 years ago 
we had about 3,000 visitors per day, today we count 
18,000 visitors per day in Hallstatt.” Contrary to the 
opinion of Mr Jakovčić, she believed that there was 
no need for an institution on European level for a 
common tourism strategy, hence in Austria tourism 
would receive enough appreciation from politics. 
She referred to the master plan, which more than 
500 stakeholders worked on with the ministries 
for tourism, agriculture and sustainability. “It’s not 
just about tourism, but also about the living space, 
which we need to preserve urgently!”

Gabriele Lackner-Strauss, EUREGIO “Bayerischer 
Wald – Böhmerwald”, Regional Management Muehl-
viertel, described the benefits of the cross-border 
association of the regions Bavaria, Muehlviertel and 
South Bohemia since the fall of the wall. “If the bor-
der regions work, then Europe works. With EUREGIO 
we have created a region, where 1,5 million people 
live.” The infrastructure is a very important factor, 
because without strategically developed roads this 
association wouldn’t work. “The region I’m in charge 
of, we have set up about 30 companies and created 
over 700 jobs in the last 5 to 6 years.” Along the for-
mer 10-km-long Iron Curtain, a nature habitat with 
beautiful flora and fauna has developed and one 
could enjoy for instance spiritual hiking trails. In her 
opinion, the regions should be able to decide for 
themselves which touristic strengths they would like 

to focus on and contrary to Mr Jakovčić she believed 
that these decisions should not be made in Brussels. 

Johannes Hörl, Director General of the Grossglock-
Ner High Alpine Road, reported how his company 
aims to combine nature, technology and tourism. 
This would be a difficult task and would bring re-
sponsibility with it, which the Grossglockner High 
Alpine Road has put into practice, because most of 
the businesses are located in nature reserves. Mr 
Hörl remembered the time of the fall of the wall in 
a good way: “That was an incredible year. At that 
time we had 1,3 million visitors solely in the summer 
period, nowadays we have about 830,000 visitors in 
the same period.” He considered travel and tourism a 
driving force that would be unstoppable. “Given the 
fact, that climate change affects us and future gene-
rations, we have to rely on regional quality tourism in 
the sense of sustainability and we have to secure the 
tourism for our future generations.” The objective of 
regional tourism has not yet been given the necessa-
ry importance on the EU level. 

Peter Janech responded to the call for a common 
European tourism strategy: Responsibility for tou-
rism issus currently is at the national level. However, 
Mr Janech outlined, in the next few years it might be 
possible for a change towards a common European 
tourism strategy. “We have the expectation that tou-
rism will be a part of the next commission’s portfo-
lio.” Since tourism is a transnational issue und has to 
be in line with the set sustainability goals.

From left: Johannes Hörl, Director General of the Grossglockner High Alpine Road, Petra Schwarzenbacher-Nocker, Chair-
man of the Tourism Departement of the Austrian Economic Chamber, Jan Herget, Director CzechTourism, Moderator Claus 

Reitan, Peter Janech, Programme Officer, Department for Europe, World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Dragos Anastasiu, 
Director General of Eurolines Group Romania,  Gabriele Lackner-Strauss, EUREGIO „Bayerischer Wald – Böhmerwald“, Regi-

onal Management Mühlviertel, Ivan Jakovčić, Former President of Istria and Minister for European Affairs

“    If we want to have peace in Europe, we have 
to travel and get to know Europe better.
 Ivan Jakovčić, Former President of Istria and Minister for European Affairs

Panel 
“ 30 Years of the Fall of  
 the Iron Curtain –
 Tourism in Europe”

Keynote: Peter Janech

Panel: Dragos Anastasiu, 
Jan Herget, Johannes Hörl, 
Ivan Jakovčić, 
Gabriele Lackner-Strauss, 
Petra Nocker-Schwarzenbacher

Moderator:   
Claus Reitan
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Energy supply in Europe – 
Influencer of peace and climate change
The beginning of the European integration was marked by the regulation of the coal and steel indus-
tries in order to secure long-term peace in Europe. Ever since then the European Union is steadily 
growing and more than ever is there a need for a transnational coordinated energy policy.

www

Main Sponsors

Michael Weixelbraun, Head of Asset Operation and 
Maintenance, Austrian Power Grid AG (APG) referred 
to the intended construction of the 380-KV-lines in 
Salzburg and the resistance of the population to-
wards the project. He stressed the necessity of this 
project, because the overhead lines have to be mo-
dernized in order to react to the technical progress 
in the field of the production structure. Furthermo-
re, the overhead lines are more than 60 years old 
and they opted for an overhead line and against an 
underground cable as it would be more secure and 
reliable. It is important to view the project from a 
holistic perspective and to include every individual. 
Furthermore, there is a common goal, which is the 
climate goal.  

Gerhard Gamperl, Director, Head of Strategy, Cor-
porate Development and Sustainability at the Ver-
bund AG, shared the opinion of Mr Weixelbraun and 
mentioned that the goal was to generate power free 
from CO 2 by 2030, which could only be achieved by a 
package of measures. The safety of power supply in 
Austria would reach 99,9 % and therefore the popu-

Cristian Macedonschi 
Member of the City 
Council Braşov, 
Romania, Petra 
Schwarzenbacher-
Nocker,  Austrian 
Economic Chamber, 
and Dragos Anastasiu, 
Director General 
of Eurolines Group 
Romania

F.l.: Petra Schwarzenbacher-
Nocker, Yvette Polasek, Head of 
Czech Tourism in Austria, Dragos 
Anastasiu, Jan Herget, Director of 
CzechTourism, and Ivan Jakovčić, 
Former President of Istria and 
Minister for European Affairs

F.l.: Jana Fischerova, Vice President of Kraj 
Vysočina, Czech Republic,  and Johannes Hörl, 
Director General of the Grossglockner High Alpine 
Road

F.l.: Helmut Eymannsberger, Salzburg Chamber 
of Commerce, Economic Policy, Manfred 

Rosenstatter, President of Salzburg Chamber of 
Commerce,  Bernd Petrisch, former Member of 

Regional Parliament Salzburg and Member of IRE 
Board, Franz Schausberger

The audience 
in Julius Raab 

Festsaal, Salzburg 
Chamber of 
Commerce
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From left: Gunther Hauser, VERBUND 
AG and Kirsten Westphal, Scientist and 
Energy Expert

Peace, stability and security for Europe can only be 
achieved through a new approach towards energy 
supply as the global race for energy supplies is ti-
ghtening and therefore Europe must act as a unified 
unit. Furthermore, the member states, companies 
and every European citizen have to take climate 
change as a serious threat, against which we have 
to take action together. Experts discussed these im-
portant topics as part of the “15th Salzburg Europe 
Summit”. 

Stefan Moser, Head of Unit, Security of Supply, Di-
rectorate General Energy, Energy Internal Market 
outlined the history of energy supply in Europe. He 
emphasized the challenges of decarbonization and 
exit from nuclear power as well as the importance 
of establishing coherent politics, where the Energy 
Union 2015 could contribute to. Concerning energy 
security, it is important to establish trust amongst 
the member states of the EU as well as to involve the 
partner and neighboring countries outside of Euro-
pe. Solidarity, collaboration and mutual assistance 
are important for a stable energy supply, transpar-
ence and risk analysis. The legal framework and the 
practical collaboration with third-party states take 
an integral part in the Commission’s work. For in-
stance there are assistances, consultations and risk 
analyzes offered for Russia and Ukraine. A main task 
is to strengthen the resilience of the system, whether 
it is gas, oil or electricity. It is essential to expand net-
works, reduce regulatory barriers between Member 
States and to involve consumers. Regional coopera-
tion and international dialogues are a prerequisite 
for a secure and efficient energy system. Implemen-
tation of the Green Energy Package and the new ini-
tiative “New Green Deal” are set goals. 

“  Our vision is to be in constant dialogue, 
because we need a secure power supply for peace 
and stability in Europe.
Gerhard Gamperl, Director, Head of Strategy, Corporate Development and 
Sustainability at the Verbund AG
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lation has solely for 20 minutes per year no power, 
which would mark an international top position. 
Nonetheless, it would be a crucial task to expand 
renewable energy and electrification in an efficient 
manner. There are some future challenges, because 
Germany plans to phase out nuclear power gene-
ration by the end of 2022 and quit thermal power 
generation by 2038. Then there will be solely hydro-
power, photovoltaic and wind power and in order to 
build new plants it would take the tolerance of the 
citizens. “Our vision is to be in constant dialogue, 
because we need a secure power supply for peace 
and stability in Europe”, said Mr Gamperl. 

Gunther Hauser, Head of Department for Internatio-
nal Security at the Theresian Military Academy, had 
a different opinion. Mr Hauser stated, that Austria 
would not be an “Island of the Blessed” in regards to 
security of power supply and dangers of a blackouts. 
In other countries the population would know how 
to react in the case of a blackout, whereas Austria 
lacks an information program administered by the 
government. It is essential to establish energy self-
sufficiency in Europe for an independent and secure 

power supply and to withdraw from the influence of 
geopolitical powers such as Russia, China or USA. 

Kirsten Westphal, Member of the Expert Council of 
the Global Commission on the Geopolitics of Ener-
gy Transition, German Institute for International and 
Security Affairs, talked about the consequences of 
the geopolitical energy turnaround. Not only should 
we have concepts for Russia and Saudi Arabia, but 
also Northafrica and Algerie could become relevant 
partners. Ms Westphal considered hydrogen as de-
carbonization to gas as an important future issue. 
Therefore, the EU should start dialogues with Austra-
lia, Russia and Algerie. It should not be unmentioned 
that China is building supergrids and taking the lead 
in the technology sector. In addition, we would have 
to consider the impact of geo-economics and pay at-
tention to the regions, where technological innova-
tion is happening. Furthermore, growing populism, 
nationalism and protectism are causing concern: 
“Climate and environmental protection have be-
come important and dramatic political conflict lines, 
also for society.” There would be an urgent need for 
energy security, energy sovereignty, cohesion within 
Europe and cooperation with the neighboring states.

Faruk Kaymakci, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
& Director for EU Affairs in Turkey, reviewed the East-
West energy corridor and mentioned the conflict 
around the gas deposits off the coast of Cyprus. Al-
though the conflict has not yet been solved, Mr Kay-
makci has an optimistic point of view. “We should 
not only see it as a problem of conflict, but also as 
a confidence-building measure. Turkey helps to 

maintain energy security in Europe, Turkey functions as a transit country and an 
energy supplier”, said Mr Kaymakci. Regarding decarbonisation in Turkey, a climate 
strategy would pursue sustainability goals by 2023. Currently about half of the total 
power would be generated by renewable energy sources. “Our goal is to have no 
building with either CO2 emission or buildings that are dependent on the use of oil 
by 2050. That would require cooperation on an international level, because only 
together we can preserve our collective, European house, which is warm in winter 
and cold in summer, but always proper.” 

Ines Schneider, Head of Gas Regulatory Affairs International & Governmental Re-
lations, OMV AG, gave a brief history of 60 years of OMV. In 1968 the first gas supply 
contract with the former USSR was signed, thus establishing a stable partnership 
with Russia. Also, Europe and the EU internal market were able to develop a stable 

F.l.: Josef Schöchl, Member of the IRE Board, Faruk Kaymakci, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Tur-
key, Michael Weixelbraun, APG AG, Kirsten Westphal, Scientist and Energy Expert, Günther Hauser, Stefan 
Moser, European Commission DG Energy, Ines Schneider, OMV AG, Stefan Veigl, Moderator, IRE Chairman 

Franz Schausberger and Gerhard Gamperl, VERBUND AG. 

www

F.l.: Martina Firtik, 
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Regulatory Affairs, 
OMV AG and Ines 
Schneider, Head 
of Gas Regulatory 
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European 
Commission, DG 
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Innovative and 
renewable energy

Implementing innovative and 
renewable energy projects can 
make a sustainable contribu-
tion to the climate strategy in 
Austria and internationally.

The two largest Austrian energy compa-
nies OMV and VERBUND strengthen their 
strategic long-term cooperation. Toge-
ther, they are evaluating the possible 
construction of a electrolytic hydrogen 
power station. 

In the electrolytic hydrogen process, 
electricity from renewable energy sour-
ces is used to electrolytically split wa-
ter. The green hydrogen then produced 
could be used for chemical production 
processes. Primarily, OMV is investiga-
ting the use to reduce CO2 emissions 
from industrial plants.

“Strategic partnerships are the basis for 
the implementation of international, in-
novative energy projects. Combining the 
expertise makes sense – for the environ-
ment and for success”, said Rainer Seele, 
CEO and General Manager of OMV. “This 
strategic long-term cooperation will take 
us a giant step forward in the energy fu-
ture and the realization of our climate 
goals”, added VERBUND CEO Wolfgang 
Anzengruber.“  There will not be the one energy solution, 

but many building blocks.
Kirsten Westphal, Member of the Expert Council of the Global Commission 
on the Geopolitics of Energy Transition, German Institute forInternational 
and Security Affairs

Panel 
“ Energy Supply in  
 Europe: Question of  
 Peace, Stability and  
 Security”

Keynote: Stefan Moser

Panel: Michael Weixelbraun, 
Gerhard Gamperl, 
Gunther Hauser, 
Ines Schneider, 
Kirsten Westphal 

Moderator:   
Stefan Veigl

state-of-the-art energy system. Nowadays it 
would be important to focus on the issues 
of decarbonisation and climate goals. We 
should shape the future of energy together 
– in Europe, with the European Commis-
sion and with companies to achieve good 
results. For instance, there was a hydrogen 
initiative launched at European level.  OMV is 
currently working on various innovative cli-
mate projects like power-to-gas facilities or 
photovoltaic-facilities. Another project deals 
with the production of compressed natural 
gas and liquid natural gas for mobility.  The-
re is also the aim to establish a re-oil-facility, 
where used plastics will be converted to oil. 
“We are involved in different projects, which 
promote decarbonisation and the reduction 
of CO2. We have a stabile infrastructure, that 
we have not only used in the past, but can 
also use in the future”, stated Ms Schneider.
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F.l.: Horst Ebner, Member of the Board, Salzburg AG, 
and Gerhard Gamperl, Head of Strategy, Corporate 
Development and Sustainability at the VERBUND AG, 
Austria

F.l.: Gunther Hauser, Head of 
Department for International 

Security at the Theresan Military 
Academy, Austria, Josef Schöchl, 

Member of the IRE Board and  
Member of Regional Parliament 

Salzburg, Franz Schausberger and 
Hans-Peter Steigerwald, Office for 
European Affairs of Land Salzburg

F.l.: Georg Krauchenberg, Member of 
the IRE Board of Trustees, Managing 
Director of IDM, Gizem Yalcin, Mustafa 
Ülkü-Caner, Austrian Honorary Consul in 
Izmir, Franz Schausberger and Michael 
Gehler, University of Hildesheim

F.l.: Josef Schöchl, Member of the IRE Board and  Member of Regional 
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Sponsors

@
C

an
 Y

es
il 

- 
ad

ob
e.

st
oc

k.
co

m
FOCUS

15th Salzburg Europe Summit



Regional and global challenges in the transmission policy

FOCUS
15th Salzburg Europe Summit

Dear Mr Weixelbraun, the focus of your company 
is the secure energy supply. In your opinion, what 
is currently the most important challenge of Euro-
pean energy transmission policy?

Michael Weixelbraun: The energy transition, which 
is possibly the most comprehensive changeover in 
the power supply from fossil to renewable sources 
of energy, encompasses the sectors of electricity, 
heat, mobility and industry. That’s why I think it is 
a major challenge for european politics to define 
effectice, cross-setoral and supra-regional gover-
nance measures and suitable general conditions for 
a succesful energy transition. Additionally I want to 
outline, that during this historical transition period 
security of supply & system security are nonnegot-
iable basic conditions for the whole electricity and 
energy system.

The Austrian government released during spring 
2019 a strategy called “mission2030”, which we ab-
solutely support. This plan should lead to having 100 % 
renewables in the electricity sector by 2030 in Aus-
tria. But to achieve this we still have a long way to go. 
We need to expand our wind and solar power plants 
combined with the expansion and strengthening ca-
pacities of the grid. In the future, economic and me-
tropolitan areas will be supplied primarily by large 
wind power and photovoltaic plants, some of which 
are quite far away from consumers and only supply 
electricity when weather conditions are favourable. 
Therefore, a key factor for the success of the energy 
transition while maintaining security of supply is ra-
pid, adequate expansion of the electricity grid. Due 
to that reason, European energy transition policies 
should focus more on transmission grids.

Michael Weixelbraun, Head of Asset Operation and Maintenance of the Austrian Power Grid, in an interview 
with the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE).

Michael Weixelbraun
Head of Asset Operation 
and Maintenance of the 
Austrian Power Grid
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No energy 
transition without 
grid extension

Energy transition means swit-
ching the supply of energy 
from fossil to renewable energy 
sources – including the sectors 
electricity, heat, mobility and 
industry.

Electricity itself can not be stored in lar-
ge quantities. If too much electricity is 
produced, the surplus must be passed 
on as practical as possible, e.g. to a pum-
ped storage power plant, where it can 
be stored in the form of potential ener-
gy. However, the efficient integration of 
renewable energies is currently being 
hampered by the limited transport capa-
cities of the electricity grids. State sup-
port throughout Europe has led to strong 
growth in renewable generation capacity 
in recent years.

In order to be able to use the renewable 
electricity as well as possible, the ex-
pansion of the power grids is required. 
Increasingly often, the wind turbines 
built with billions of subsidies have 
to be downsized because the under-
sized cables are overwhelmed. The line 
construction, which dramatically lags 
behind the requirements of the energy 
transition, should now be pushed. The-
refore the european power grid opera-
tors plan to invest up to 150 billion euros 
in electricity grids throughout Europe in 
the next 10 years.

The need for action is great in many are-
as of the energy transition, but nowhere 
is it as big as in the grid construction.

newsregion 55 / december 2019 newsregion 55 / december 2019

Is the promotion of regional infrastructure a good 
approach to European network security? “Regi-
onal” in this context is seen to be local, meaning 
infrastructure in lover voltage levels.

Michael Weixelbraun: I think to overcome the chal-
lenges for the upcoming years both will be needed – 
regional and national and supra-regional grids. Loo-
king at the continent of Europe and the areas where 
the main renewable potential is locaeted it is obvi-
ous, that these are – taking into account a certain 
efficieny in production – far from the consumer sites. 

Although the main focus of the grid development is 
different in each level, the interaction between con-
sumers, energy sources and market needs to be ba-
sed on a reliable and powerful infrastrucure. This is 
in my opinion alse true for other infrastructure then 
electrical power.

Furthermore, in order to achiev global, european 
and national climate goals, we must plan, approve 
and implement major projects more quickly.

The current slow progress in transmission grid pro-
jects is mainly due to the length of approval process 
– such as the 380-kV Salzburg line – which is not in 
control of system operators. This project has un-
dergone one of the lengthiest reviews of any infra-
structure project in Austria, with court proceedings 
having lasted a total of 77 months between the first 
instance and proceedings before the Federal Admini-
strative Court. And for many years, European power 
grid operators have been pointing out that  energy 
transition can only go as far as the grid infrastructure 
will permit, in a reference to the necessary develop-
ment and reinforcement of projects.

How does APG ensure the energy supply in 
Austria’s regions in the future?

Michael Weixelbraun: I would say that we have three 
main tasks. First, we have to focus on the system 
operation, given that all we do relates to security of 
supply and system security now and in the future. 

Second, we are planning and constructing Austria’s 
transmission grid of the future and are laying the 
foundation for further integration and development 
of renewable energies. We have an investment of 
roughly 3 billion euros and 300 million euros annual-

ly for this task. We need to expand the grid for the integration and transportation 
of renewables. At the same time, there is an urgent need to develop technologies 
regarding ways to store energy. However, over the next years the most efficient 
way for the electricity system is still expanding the grid. 

Last but not least, we are acting as market facilitator. The transmission grid is a 
platform for the market and we are looking for ways to develop it even further. 
We need to work on these three tasks in order to succeed with integrating renew-
ables in the electricity system. In any case, this has been a global challenge, not 
affecting Austria solely.

“  We need to expand our wind and solar plants 
combined with the expansion and strenghtening 
capacities of the grid.
Michael Weixelbraun, Head of Asset Operation and Maintenance of the Austrian 
Power Grid

Austrian Power Grid (APG)

Austrian Power Grid AG (APG) is the operator of Austria’s 
electricity transmission system and also responsible for the 
exchange of electricity with neighboring countries. The power 
supply follows a basic principle: every second, exactly the 
same amount of electricity has to be generated as is currently 
consumed. If this balance gets out of control, the system tilts 
and the power supply breaks down. It is APG’s core task to 
maintain this balance at all times.

CEO: DI Mag. (FH) Gerhard Christiner, Mag. Thomas Karall 
Headquarter: Vienna 
Founded: 1999 
Employees: 489 
Turnover: 820 M Euro (2018) 
Owner: Verbund AG (100 percent of the share capital)

www.apg.at
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SAVE THE DATE

New Year’s Reception
Thursday, 16 January 2020

18:00 hrs

STIEGL AMBULANZ, 
Altes AKH, Alser Straße 4, 

1090 Vienna, AT

Please register: office@institut-ire.eu
Your participation is free of charge!

16. Salzburg Europe 
Summit

„Europe & Peace“
 

27 to 29 September 2020
Salzburg Congress Austria
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Vorarlberg state elections 2019

ÖVP defended first place

ÖVP gained 1,7 percentage points and they were able to defend 
the first place with a result of 43,5 %. The Greens were able to gain 
1,8 percentage points and for the first time reached the second 
place in a regional election. FPÖ has suffered serious losses in the 
amount of 9,5 percentage points as well as a loss of 4 mandates. 
Around 10,000 people, who voted for the FPÖ in 2014 have become 
non-voters. SPÖ missed a double-digit result, but also recorded an 
increase of voters. Neos, who first took part in the Vorarlberg state 
election in 2014, gained 1,6 percentage points and could achieve 
8,5 %. Therefore, they hold 3 mandates and as a result they have 
now club status. 

Elections in Umbria 2019

Triumph for Salvini’s Lega – losses for the 
governing parties

The regional elections in the central Italian region of Umbria 
brought surprises, because Umbria was so far a stronghold of the 
Social Democrats. The trend in Europe to vote for right wing par-
ties also reached Umbria. There the right-wing alliance in Umbria 
– where left-wing parties have been ruling for over five decades 
– achieved a great victory and is now taking over the leadership 
in this region. The voter turnout reached 64,4 %, which is an in-
crease of 9 percentage points compared to the elections in 2015. 
The center-right candidate for the office of the regional president 
Donatella Tesei was elected with 57 %. The center-left candidate of 
the governing parties Partito Democratico and Movimento 5 Stelle, 
the entrepreneur Vincenzo Bianconi, could achieve solely 37 %. 

The clear winner of this regional election with a result of 37 % was 
the right-wing populist party Lega, party of former Home Secretary 
Matteo Salvini. The allied parties post-fascist Fratelli d’Italia was 
elected by 10 % and the conservative-right party Forza Italia of for-
mer Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi reached only 5 %. 

The results of this election were a defeat for the ruling parties in 
Rome. Partito Democratico reached only 22 % and Movimento 5 
Stelle came to 7 %, which is a serious loss for the party as they 
gained 17 % in the European elections in May 2019. 

The Italian government of Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte recent-
ly presented the budget plan for the upcoming year. Among other 
things, this includes tax increases, cuts in spending and measures 
against tax evasion, which obviously the voters in Umbria didn’t 
approve. 

Also the Social Democrats, who had ruled in the region so far, felt 
the effects of the scandal in the Umbrian health system in April. As 
a result, several local politicians were arrested, the Social Demo-
cratic president of the region had to resign and the regional elec-
tions were preferred.

“The days of Giuseppe Conte’s administration are numbered. Vo-
ters in Umbria have voted on behalf of 60 million Italians and op-
ted for freedom”, commented Lega member Matteo Salvini on the 
election results.

Regional Election in Styria 2019

ÖVP reaches the first place after 14 years
The regional elections in styria were held on 24 November 2019. 
63,5 % made use of their right to vote – compared to 2015 where 
the voter turnout reached 67,9 %. As in the national elections and 
Vorarlberg regional elections, the ÖVP reached the first place by 
a large margain and also the Green-Party recorded gains in per-
centage points. Furthermore the KPÖ (communist party of Austria) 
was able to increase their results and for the third time gained 
entrance into the Styria regional parliament. The Styria regional 
parliament is the only regional parliament in Austria, where the 
KPÖ is represented. Also the Neos recorded gains in percentage 
points and for the first time achieved the entrance into the Styria 
parliament. The SPÖ and the FPÖ were suffering great losses on 
Election Day. One day after the elections, Michael Schickhofer, 
candidate of the SPÖ handed over his resignation. In addition, the 
FPÖ blamed external factors as well as the aftermath of the Ibiza 
scandal for the bad results.

Moldovan Parliament vote

Moldovan government voted out
The majority of the Moldovan Parliament approves motion of no confidence in the 
compromise government of Prime Minister Sandu.

The government of Moldova was voted out of office by a vote of no confidence. The 
co-governing socialists of President Igor Dodon supported the motion. After long 
and intensive mediation by the EU, especially by Commissioner Johannes Hahn, 
in the spring of 2019 the pro-European bloc ACUM by Maia Sandu and the pro-
Russian socialists agreed on a compromise government. After only five months, 
this government has failed. The trigger was a judicial reform and the appointment 
of the Attorney General. Prime Minister Sandu wanted to make the order herself, 
the Socialists set up a commission under the leadership of the Ministry of Justice.

Parliament now has 90 days to form a new government. If this fails, new elections 
are determined. In the country still unclear is the dubious disappearance of over 1 
billion Dollar from the state budget at the end of 2014 after several bank scandals. 
Former Prime Minister Vlad Filat was sentenced to nine years in prison. After the 
lost the parliamentary election in 2019, the country’s most powerful and richest 
man, and PDM leader Vladimir Plahotniuc, fled Moldova.
In a first statement, the European Commission regrets the vote of the Parliament 
and warns against setbacks in the fight against corruption. The reform measures in 
the area of anti-corruption and justice are considered to be the core of the EU-Mol-
dova Association Agreement. Moldova has always been deeply divided between 
pro-Russian and pro-European forces. The socialists of Ion Ceban won the mayor’s 
office in the rather pro-western capital of Chisinau.

The winners ÖVP and the Greens again formed a 
coalition in Vorarlberg: Governor Markus Wallner and 
Member of Government Johannes Rauch

Vincenzo Bianconi won in Umbria

Governor Her-
mann Schüt-
zenhöfer and 

Sebastian Kurz, 
Head of Austrian 

Peoples Party.

Commissioner Johannes Hahn did his best to support pro-
European forces with Prime Minister Maia Sandu, who in the 
end was voted out. 
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Supporting 
students in the 
field of finance

The subject of economics is often 
neglected, which is why Raiffeisen 
Salzburg offers attractive additional 
training – giving students a practical 
insight into the world of finance. 

Interested young people are offered an 
education and an attractive learning 
field for future work requirements in 
the finance sector in blocked lessons. 
The aim of the Raiffeisen Salzburg 
Financial Academy is to provide first 
insights into the world of business 
through independent, practical work 
in selected areas for interestet students 
from all districts in Salzburg. In addi-
tion to the modules, the programme 
offers a visit of successful Salzburg 
companies, the Salzburg Economic 
Chamber and the University of Applied 
Sciences Salzburg.

Raiffeisen is also 
partner for school state 
competitions
The Raiffeisen Salzburg also supports 
the students’ competitions “Foreign 
Languages” and “Europe Quiz”, orga-
nized by the Institut of the Regions of 
Europe (IRE) in cooperation with the 
Salzburg Education Directorate. The 
Salzburg state school competitions re-
present a highlight in the school year 
and are a complement to the lessons. 
Last year, more than 6,700 pupils from 
55 schools took part.

“In a globalized labor market, the 
right education, basic knowledge and 
languages   become a decisive factor. 
Education offers must be taken care of 
if we want to remain competitive as a 
economic region. We already support 
projects in the school sector, which 
should make young people fit for the 
(economic) life. Raiffeisen Salzburg is 
therefore very interested in bridging 
the gap between school and busi-
ness”, said Michael 
Porenta from the 
Raiffeisenverband 
Salzburg.

Special interest in joint projects for 
youth and sport

On the occasion of her visit to Salzburg on 
25th and 26th of november 2019, the Pre-
sident of the Republika Srpska (Serbian 
Entity of Bosnia-Herzegovina) met with a 
member of state government (Landesrat) 
Stefan Schnöll and IRE President Franz 
Schausberger. The focus of the discussion 
with Mr Schnöll was on possible joint pro-
jects and activities in the field of youth and 
sport.

President Cvijanović also met with the 
Governor of Salzburg Wilfried Haslauer 
for an informal visit. They discussed inten-
sifying relations regarding institutional co-
operation between the Republic of Srpska 
and Land Salzburg, European integration 
processes and interregional cooperation. 
Also, they discussed the possibilities of 
strengthening economic ties between the 
Republic of Srpska and Salzburg. Presi-
dent Cvijanović noted that the numerous 
Serb community living in Salzburg (around 
20,000) is an important link for strengthe-
ning good business and institutional rela-
tions. She told that Austrian investors are 
very welcomed in Srpska and that there is 
room for further strengthening of econo-
mic ties. At the meeting with the Gover-
nor Haslauer, the President of Srpska also 
highlighted some of the problems the Serb 
community faces in Austria, such as the in-
ability to learn Serbian language in regular 
teaching, and emphasized that assistance 
from regional authorities in this segment 
would be very helpful. Cvijanović was also 

On left side: 
Franz Schaus-
berger, Stefan 
Schnöll
On right side: 
Mladen Filipo-
vic (represen-
tative of RS 
in Austria), 
President 
Cvijanović

The President of the Republika Srpska, Željka Cvijanović, 
visiting Salzburg

interviewed for the Salzburger Nachrich-
ten, one of the most important daily news-
papers in Austria.  

Speaking to IRE President Franz Schaus-
berger, President Cvijanović highlighted 
the good cooperation that has been going 
on for years between the IRE and the Re-
public of Srpska. Schausberger initiated 
a joint project to bring European affairs 
closer to the municipalities in the Repu-
blic of Srpska. This could be the case, for 
example, in the fact that each municipality 
in the Republic of Srpska has a member of 
the municipal council who is responsible 
for EU matters and as such is regularly pro-
vided with up-to-date information. Accor-
ding to Schausberger, this system was very 
successful in Austria.

President Cvijanović, 
Franz Schausberger

www.vamed.com

VAMED offers a complete project and service portfolio for health care as a

developer, planner, contractor and operator. VAMED has already successfully

implemented more than 900 projects for hospitals, rehabilitation centers,

nursing homes, health resorts and thermal spas in 88 countries worldwide.

act. worldwide.
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European Heritage 
Awards – Winners 2019

The European Commission and Europa 
Nostra announced the winners of the 
most prestigious honor in the field of the 
preservation of cultural heritage.

Out of all 25 laureates from 16 countries, the jury of 
experts and the management board of Europa No-
stra selected 7 Grand Prix winners. One of them is 
the Queen Louise Adit Compley in Zabrze, Poland. 
The revitalization of the Queen Louise Adit mining 
complex has been a long-term process – beginning 
in 2009. It was carried out by the Coal Mining Muse-
um in Zabrze in cooperation with local and regional 
authorities. The goal of the initiative was to adapt 
and revitalize the area for cultural, educational and 
tourism purposes.

The jury noted that “coal mining sites such as this 
one are in decline. Maintaining the heritage of histo-
ric coal mines is vital for future generations as it is an 
important element of the history of not only Poland 
but also of Europe. The large-scale mining machi-
nery is now presented and interpreted as part of a 
museum experience.” 

Betina museum of wooden shipbuilding in Sibenik-
Knin County, Croatia was awarded in the category 
“education, training and awareness-raising”. The 
town of Betina is one of a few places where the art 
of wooden ship building has survived and is part of 
the cultural heritage. In the fear of loosing this art, 
the local community joined together to found – with 
the financial help of the municipality of Tisno and 
the croatian ministries of Tourism, regional deve-
lopment as well as culture – the museum of wooden 
shipbuilding in Betina.

Europa Nostra – supporting Europe’s cultural heritage
The European Union’s cultural heritage is rich and diverse – it is our duty to preserve cultural and creative 
expressions, our heritage from previous generations of Europeans and our heritage for the coming years.

Our heritage includes natural, built and archaeolo-
gical sites, monuments, works of art, historic cities, 
literary, musical and audiovisual works as well as 
the knowledge, practices and traditions of European 
citizens.

Cultural heritage enriches each citizens’ life. It is an 
important resource for economic growth, employ-
ment and social cohesion, offering the potential for 
promoting sustainable tourism. While this is actual-
ly the responsibility of each Member State, regional 
and local authorities, the European Union is sup-
porting a number of programs itself. Based on the 
Lisabon Treaty, “the Union shall respect its cultural 
and linguistic diversity, and [...] ensure that Europe’s 
cultural heritage is safeguarded and enhanced”.

The European cultural heritage benefits from a ran-
ge of policies, programs and fundings: the European 
Regional Development Fund has invested more than 
3.2 billion Euro since 2007, some 1.2 billion Euro on 
rural heritage came from the European Agricultural 

Fund for Rural Development, and around 100 mil-
lion Euro worth of heritage research from the FP7 
(Seventh Framework Programme for research and 
technological development). 

In May 2014 EU Culture Ministers called for the deve-
lopment of a strategic approach to cultural heritage. 
The European Commission then developed an inte-
grated approach for cultural heritage in Europe – “to 
pursue the analysis of the economic and social im-
pact of cultural heritage in the EU and contribute to 
a development of a strategic approach“ – since cul-
tural heritage benefits from even higher EU invest-
ments in 2014–2020, for example through the Euro-
pean Structural and Investment Fungs, Horizon 2020 
and Creative Europe and also significant fundings in 
many areas releated such as local and regional deve-
lopment, education and tourism.

Policy collaboration on cultural heritage among EU 
member states continues to be pursued through the 
Council of Ministers for Education, Youth, Culture & 
Sports.

The most prestigious “European Heritage Award” was received by the 
president of Zabrze, Małgorzata Mańka-Szulik (picture left with Franz 
Schausberger). The award ceremony was attended by over 1,000 people, 
including high-level representatives of the European Union, Member 
States, leading 
representatives of 
cultural heritage 
organizations from 
all over Europe as 
well as representa-
tives from the Insti-
tute of the Regions 
(IRE).

The leading European heritage network
“Europa Nostra” is a European heritage association founded in 1963 
and based in The Hague, Netherlands. It represents the interests of 
more than 400 non-governmental organizations and individuals from 
45 countries towards the European Union, the Council of Europe and 
the UNESCO. 

The Europa Nostra Awards
The “European Heritage Awards” has been awarded since 2002 to pro-
mote and to recognize outstanding achievements of cultural heritage 
preservation in the field of architectural heritage, cultural landscape 
and archeology. The competition is jointly organized by the NGO Euro-
pa Nostra and the EU and builds on the “Europa Nostra Awards” initia-
ted by Europa Nostra in 1978. The Awards honour up to 30 outstanding 
heritage achievements from all parts of Europe every year. Up to four 
are selected as Grand Prix laureates and one receives the Public Choice 
Award, chosen in an online poll. All the winners receive a certificate as 
well as a plaque. The Grand Prix laureates also receive 10,000 Euros 
each. 

Each year, the “European Heritage Awards” are given in four categories: 
w Conservation of buildings, cultural landscapes, works of art or ar-

chaeological sites; 
w Studies and scientific papers; 
w Outstanding achievements of individuals, groups and organizations;
w Education, teaching, training and awareness.

Applications can be made for small or large initiatives – either local, na-
tional or international. The studies and projects must each have been 
completed in the last three years. Applications are submitted to the of-
fice of Europa Nostra International, The Hague, Netherlands.

It took almost 10 years to revitalize the mining 
complex in Zabrze, Poland, and form an area for 
culture, education and tourism. A great effort for 
both the Coal Mining Museum and the local and 
regional authorities – but it was worth it.
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The benefits of the EU budget 2021 – 2027 for the 
municipalities and regions of Europe
The new European Commission under the lead of President Ursula von der Leyen has been in office since 
1st December 2019, approved by the European Parliament with a large majority of 461 positive votes 
against only 157 negative ones.

Do the EU Budget 2021 – 2027 and the 
priorities of the new Commission go hand in 
hand?
Already in May and June 2018, the European Commission put for-
ward a proposal for a new and modern budget. For the first time 
ever, the combined share of funding for the modern policy areas is 
slightly higher than that for the common agricultural policy or the 
cohesion policy. That is in line with what municipalities are asking 
for, tightly geared to the six priorities of our President Ursula von 
der Leyen, outlined in her political guidelines for the period 2019 
– 2024.  

What are the main policy areas the European 
Commission has to tackle in the years to 
come, in the interest of municipalities?  
How are they reflected in the EU budget? 
1. A European Green Deal

At least 25 % of future EU spending, amounting to nearly 320 billi-
on euros should contribute to turning Europe into the world’s first 
climate neutral continent by 2050. That is not only a promise; it will 
be enshrined into the first European Climate law. We can all ima-
gine the dramatic consequences that will affect the EU’s regions 
if we fail to deliver on tackling climate change. Prosperous rural 
areas could suffer from droughts and heat periods; tourist regions 
such as ski resorts would face substantial income losses if climate 
warming goes hand in hand with less snow. Therefore, we have an 
even higher climate target for agriculture, research and infrastruc-

ture spending. In addition, there 
will be a thematic concentration 
(“greener, low carbon Europe”) 
and a CO2 emissions premium in 
cohesion policy.

2. An economy that works for 
people

Europe’s municipalities and re-
gions live largely from small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 
They are the backbone of our 
economy, representing 99 % of all 
businesses. Despite the economic 
upswing of the last years, there is 
still a need to invest further. Our 

proposal for the EU budget 2021 – 2027 also continues the success 
story of the so-called Juncker Plan. The new InvestEU Fund will 
build on the success of the European fund for Strategic Investment 
and will foster investments for a) innovative enterprises, which 
could get funding in order to scale up, as well as for b) infrastruc-
tures. This would help all the EU regions to stay attractive for busi-
nesses and thus enable their citizens to find jobs close to their 
homes. In total, the InvestEU fund will trigger investments amoun-
ting to 650 million euros to the benefit of jobs and a better life in 
the EU’s communities. Many transition regions, like Burgenland 
in Austria, can retain their previous status by raising the subsidy-
relevant GDP cap from 90 % to 100 %. They will continue to have 
access to special support under the European Regional Develop-
ment Fund. Additionally, the Budgetary Instrument for Conver-
gence and Competitiveness for the euro area will support Member 
States’ reforms and investment. The communities and regions of 
EU countries outside the euro area will be incentivised to join the 
single currency. In the interest of the taxpayer, the EU budget will 
make cash flows to regions and communities more efficient by ab-
olishing red tape. 

3. A Europe fit for the digital age

Funding for research and innovation will be increased by 50 % to 
reach 100 billion euros with Horizon Europe, the research frame-
work programme. Austria has many regions that are strong in the 
areas to be funded and will benefit greatly from that increase.

Additionally, there will be a new programme called “digital Euro-
pe” (worth 9 billion euros), which will support the transformation 
process. This is important for the working world of tomorrow. Di-
gital employment can help people in peripheral communities to 
earn a living without commuting or relocating to metropolitan 
areas. Young people will be most affected by the digital changes 
of our way of living. It will be key to learn and adapt while living 
and studying in other countries. For the youth in the EU’s regions 
and communities, the budget proposal foresees 2.2 times more 
money than under the current budget. Our President Ursula von 
der Leyen is even in favour of the European Parliament’s idea to 
triple the Erasmus+ budget.

In total, there will be a 1.6-fold increase of the funding for research, 
innovation and digitalisation, enabling Europe to keep up with its 
global competitors.

4. Protecting our European way of life

The EU budget supports fundamental values and rights both in-
side and outside the EU, thus exporting social and political sta-

bility. Hence, the rule of law will be an integral part of the next 
Multiannual Financial Framework in order to protect the EU tax-
payer from misuse. The EU budget proposal 2021 – 2027 entails 
significant contributions for pre-accession assistance to countries 
in the Western Balkans. Legal stability will not only be of benefit 
for the countries themselves but also for old EU Member States, 
such as Austria, which can do better business within a stable legal 
framework reflecting our values. The rule of law is also in the core 
interest of Europe’s municipalities and regions, protecting them 
better from potential arbitrariness and despotism by their own na-
tional governments.

The new European Commission will propose a new pact on migra-
tion and asylum. Many regions located at the external borders of 
the EU experienced severe problems during the previous migrati-
on crisis. In the communities near the EU’s external borders, the-
re was a widespread feeling of being left alone. One way of doing 
better in the future is to ensure a reinforced European Border and 
Coast Guard Agency. Agreeing on the EU budget on time will allow 
reaching a standing corps of 10,000 Frontex border guards already 
in 2024. In total, there will be a 2,6-fold increase in the money for 
migration and border management.

5. A stronger Europe in the world

The new EU budget will actively support our foreign policy to 
become a stronger and more united voice in the world. The new 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen is strongly advocating 
for an increase of 30 % in external-action investment for the next 
long-term EU budget, increasing it to 120 billion euros.

6. A new push for European democracy

The new President of the European Commission believes that we 
Europeans should give a stronger role to the voice of the people, 
the European Parliament. In this respect, it should be mentioned 
that the Parliament’s proposal to finance the EU budget 2021 – 
2027 with 1.3 % of EU 27 gross national income (GNI) goes beyond 
the Commission proposal.

A small and efficient EU Budget

The EU budget proposal is rigorous and responsible. The Com-
mission submitted a long-term budget equal to 1.114 % of EU 27 
gross national income (GNI), including the European Development 
Fund. Today, the Union of 27 invests 1.16 % of EU 27 GNI, including 
the European Development Fund. Hence, the proposed budget is 
already significantly smaller when compared to the current one. 
Nevertheless, the proposed size is absolutely needed if we want 
to be able to turn Europe’s priorities into reality, to respond to the 
challenges ahead of us and to meet our citizens’ requests. The 
national contribution per EU citizen per day is at only 0.79 euros. 
That is less than the price of a Kipferl (croissant).

Marc Fähndrich, 
Representation of the EU 
Commission in Austria 
Head of Economic Team
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In November Dr. Martin Selmayr, European law expert, 
took office as new Head of the representation of the Eu-
ropean Commission in Vienna. The national offices re-
present the Commission in the Member States of the EU, 
they inform about all European issues and act as connec-
tor between the Commission and the authorities in the 
Member States.

Selmayr studied law at Universities of Geneva, Passau, 
King’s College London and University of California Ber-
keley and Davis. In 2001 he received doctorate of law at 
Passau University and teaches European Law with focus 
on Business Law, EU- & US-antitrust law and EU-data 
protection law at University of Krems and the University 
of the Saarland.

Martin Selmayr started his EU career as speaker for the 
European Commission on Media and information free-
dom (2004 c- 2010), deputy Head of Cabinet for Com-
missioner Viviane Reding (2010 – 2014), head of Cabinet 
of the President of European Commission Jean-Claude 
Juncker (2014 – 2018) and Secretary General of the Euro-
pean Commission till 2019. 

“I am happy to serve in the geographical heart of Europe 
and to work together with Austria to make the European 
project ready for the future. The new Commission can 
achieve much. She will work closer with France and Ger-
many, what will be crucial to position Europe stronger in 
the world after Brexit is done. I await that the Commissi-
on under the presidency of Ursula von der Leyen will be-
come a second “Delors-Commission” that sets strong ac-
cents through better and more intense cooperation with 
the Member States and the European Parliament. Focus 
will be on essential topics for the future as digitalization 
and tackling climate change.”

Martin Selmayr new Head of 
Representation of European 
Commission in Austria
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IRE Strategic Partners 2019

Olivér Várhelyi is new Commissioner for 
Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations

The 47 years old commissioner was born 
and raised in Szeged, Hungary, he is mar-
ried and has three daughters. He holds a 
master’s degree in European Legal Studies 
from the University Aarlborg (Denmark) 
and he graduated in law at the University 
of Szeged in 1996. In 2005 he passed the 

the cabinet as the State Secretary for Inte-
gration. From 2001 to 2003 Olivér Várhe-
lyi was appointed Legal Counselor at the 
Mission of the Republic of Hungary to the 
European Union and between 2003 and 
2006 he was head of the Legal Service of 
Hungary’s Permanent Representation to 
the EU. Afterwards he returned to Hunga-
ry from 2006 to 2008 to operate as Head of 
the European Union Law Department at 
the Ministry of Justice. In 2008 he returned 
to Brussels to function as Head of Unit re-
sponsible for Industrial Property Rights at 
the European Commission. From 2011 to 
2015 he was deputy and finally the head 
of Hungary’s permanent representative to 
the EU. 

The commissioner is loyal to Viktor Orbán 
and the Fidesz party, though he stated 
that he will act independently and only 
pursue the EU line and not be bound nor 
influenced by any statement of any Prime 
Minister. 

Due to his more than 25 years of expe-
rience within the EU, he has a very broad, 
in-depth knowledge of EU related issues 
and counts as an expert in this field. 

In the commissioner’s opinion it is vital 
for the EU to ensure that the Eastern Part-
nership countries implement structural 
reforms, while continuing to stand by the 
territorial sovereignty of the Ukraine. 

“We need to open accession negotiations 
with North Macedonia and Albania. At the 
same time, we also need a more effective 
accession process and preparations that 
are focused on delivering tangible results 
more quickly for people in their daily 
lives”, said Commissioner Olivér Várhelyi.

Group photo of the Commission 2019–2024: Ursula von der Leyen, Frans Timmermans, 
Valdis Dombrovskis, Margrethe Vestager, Josep Borrell, Věra Jourová, Margarítis 
Schinás, Maroš Šefčovič, Dubravka Šuica, Johannes Hahn, Didier Reynders, Mariya 
Gabriel, Stélla Kyriakídou, Kadri Simson, Jutta Urpilainen, Thierry Breton, Phil Hogan, 
Olivér Várhelyi, Paolo Gentiloni, Virginijus Sinkevičius, Helena Dalli, Janusz Woj-
ciechowski, Elisa Ferreira, Adina Vălean, Janez Lenarčič, Ylva Johansson

The Institute of the Regions Europe welcomes the Commissioner for European 
Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, Olivér Várhelyi. 

bar examination and speaks English and 
French fluently. He started his career in 
1995/96 at the Ministry for Industry and 
Trade, Office for European Affairs. Shortly 
after he joined the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and was responsible for EC Harmo-
nization. From 1998 to 2001 he worked in 

www.eppgroup.eu

Strong regions define the  
European Union with their  
variety of cultures, languages 
and traditions.

„
Karoline Edtstadler, 
Delegationsleiterin der ÖVP
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Solutions in the areas of security, competitiveness, climate protection and digitalization
 

Europe needs to speak to the world 
with one voice

„Challenging times require clear ideas and stable so-
lutions. I want a Europe that appears strong and uni-
ted to the world outside and at the same time provi-
des its citizens with the greatest possible amount of 
freedom. Europe needs to show strength in dealing 
with the big, important issues, and together we need 
to develop smart and sustainable solutions. This is 
also what Austria will benefit of the most“, under-
lines MEP Karoline Edtstadler, Head of ÖVP delegati-
on within the European People‘s Party Group (EPP).

„We need a Europe that focuses on solutions in the 
areas of security, competitiveness, climate protec-
tion and digitalization. Europe needs to speak to the 
world with one voice. To achieve this goal we need 
fast and efficient decision-making processes. Una-

nimity in foreign policy issues must not prevent us 
from accomplishing this task.

Other issues however can be better solved on a re-
gional level. The EU thrives from the diversity and 
strength of its member states that cooperate in a 
good and responsible manner. My goal for Austria is 
to have a strong position in the EU and for the EU to 
have a strong position in the world. I want a Europe-
an Union that consists of responsible member states 
and confident regions, that overcomes division and 
that acknowledges different backgrounds and ap-
proaches as a source of strength of our community“, 
states Karoline Edtstadler.
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New edition of the 
Occasional papers

Every year the best scientific papers, writ-
ten by students who pass their internship 
at the Institute of the Regions of Europe, 
are published in our Occasional Papers.
These scientific papers deal with various 
topics, from local elections to analysis of 
reforms in European countries.

International students bring in their in-
sight view and combine them with a sci-
entific approach, what gives the papers a 
special quality.

The issue of 2019 is dedicated to the 70th 
birthday of IRE-founder and Chairman Dr. 
Franz Schausberger. His commentaries 
and interviews on current political topics, 
like migration policy and the EU Enlarge-
ment process, are found in this edition of 
the occasional papers.

Occasional papers 2019 - published and 
available for purchase now.

IRE-Occasional Papers Nr. 8/2019

Editor: Univ.-Prof. Dr Franz Schausberger  
Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) 
Salzburg, Austria

Language: English, German 
Digital Price: 5,- Euro 
Print Price: 7,- Euro 
ISBN: 978-3-902557-20-9

Please order at office@institut-ire.eu

Facebook: www.facebook.com/institut.ire 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/Institut_IRE
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/institut_ire
Linkedin: www.linkedin.com/company/
	 institut-der-regionen-europas-ire-

You can find us on

25 years Committee of the Regions

Die neuen myRegio Jahreskarten.
Günstig und flexibel wie nie: Mit den myRegio Tickets das ganze 
Jahr mit Bus und Bahn durch Salzburg. Jetzt bestellen unter 
salzburg-verkehr.at/myregio-jahreskarte

ER HAT 
EINE NEUE.

SIE AUCH.

On 4th and 5th December a general debate about the current situation of the European Union from a regi-
ons perspective took place in Brussels, organized by the Committee of the Regions.

The Committee of the Regions (CoR) 
is composed of delegates from cities, 
regions and communes from all 28 EU-
Member States.

In his speech the President of the CoR, 
Karl-Heinz Lambertz, urged a quick de-
cision on the Multiannual Financial Fra-
mework (2021 – 2027). It would be of ut-
most importance to deepen the efforts 
to keep Europe together.

On the topic of fruitful cooperation in 
a united Europe the regions and cities 
play a crucial role. Because on that level 
the citizens see and feel the implemen-
ted decisions made by the States and 
the European institutions. 

years later the Committee is a trusted 
and reliable partner of the European 
Parliament and European Commission”, 
said Franz Schausberger.

President Pallauf added, that “the regi-
ons are the true strength of united Eu-
rope and that it is of great importance 
that the CoR will be further developed 
as equal partner to the other EU-Insti-
tutions”.

Facts about the Committee of the Regions: 

The Committee of the Regions as an EU advisory body, founded 1994, 
was established with the Treaty of Maastricht. The CoR gives regions and 
cities a formal say in EU law-making process ensuring that the position of 
regional and local authorities are respected. The European Commission 
must consult the CoR when drawing up legislation on matters 
concerning local and regional government such as health, education, 
employment, social policy, 
economic and social cohesion, transport, energy and climate change.

The CoR members are elected for five yearsrepresentatives serving in lo-
cal or regional authorities. The number of members per country depends 
on the size of that country‘s population.

Schausberger is convinced of the fact, 
that decentralisation and subsidiarity 
are the keys to develop a stronger Eu-
rope that is close to its citizens. For that 
the regions, cities and communes of Eu-
rope should be integrated much more in 
the decision making process on Europe-
an Union level.

David Sassoli, President of the Europe-
an Parliament, praised in his statement 
the very good and trusted cooperation 
between the Parliament and the Com-
mittee of the Regions.

Salzburg Region was represented at the 
meeting of the Committee of the Regi-
ons by Brigitta Pallauf, President of the 
Regional Parliament of Salzburg, and 
Franz Schausberger, President of the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) 
who is Member of the CoR since 1996.

“The foundation of the Committee of the 
Regions in 1994 was controversial as es-
pecially centralistic states tried to block 
a regions representation in Brussels. 25 

Martin Eichtinger, Member of the regional 
government of Lower Austria, Juraj Droba, 
President of Bratislava Region and Franz 
Schausberger

The plenary sexsion celebration 25 years Committee of the Regions (CoR)
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VIELFALT. 
Für Kreativität, innovatives Denken und neue Lösungen braucht es  
mehr als eine Sichtweise auf die Welt. Indem wir Unterschiedlichkeiten  
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