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Our Slovak republic has been part of the European community for fifteen years. It is a community of free and democratic countries. It is 
good fortune and a privilege that generations before us could only dream about. Throughout our history, we have many times fallen 
victim to superpower politics, we had been included in empires where decisions about us were made without us. Our EU membership 
is our free choice. A small state in the middle of Europe couldn’t encounter a better fate than to belong to a community that espouses 
economic prosperity with social solidarity and expects every member state to adhere to the principles of international law. The fact 
that we are a part of the union is not just a matter of our prosperity, it is also an important contribution to our national sovereignty.

The EU is the space where we live and whose values we share. As a country, we need to do all that is in our power to preserve and 
strengthen this space and its supporting pillars. It is important also because we cannot deal with the biggest global issues that con-
cern us just on our own, using our own capacities. We can only make it within the framework of the broadest international coopera-
tion. The EU can significantly contribute to that, because it is based on cooperation between states and on aligning national interests 
in favour of the common good.

Europe, with us as part, should become a long-standing leader in averting several global threats, including the threat of the climate 
crisis. The World Bank estimates that by 2050, if the trend does not change, climate changes might expel up to 143 million people 
from their homes. We need to slow down and reverse the process of global climate change, otherwise it might have serious conse-
quences for Slovakia. We know that the solution of the global ecologic threat does not depend solely on us. Slovakia cannot solve 
the global climate crisis on its own but holds the protection of its own nature in its hands. This is an opportunity for all of us to be real 
patriots, regardless of our politics or our party preferences.

Slovakia is a diverse country. Geographically, nationally, culturally and socially. This relatively small territory is home to so much 
diversity, starting with nature, through to traditions, all the way to lifestyles – influenced by different life experiences; our parents, 
who remember the wars and the repressions of the communist regime, ourselves, who have experienced the euphoria of the end 
of totalitarianism and the tough period of nascent democracy, our children, who were born in a free country and who consider the 
freedom to travel as natural as was the relationship our parents had with the land and the soil. If we can respect these diversities in 
our families and we can wish each other well, we can also make it in society. Let us respect the wisdom and experiences of our seniors, 
but also the freedom and the lust to explore in our young people, and also, the culture and the creativity that belongs to this freedom 
that is the original expression of every single generation. Let us not undervalue its importance. Just like our seniors need our interest, 
our attention and our understanding, young people need to have quality education and quality schools and they need to have the 
opportunities to be creative, to travel, and to prove their worth. 

All it takes is to remember that together we are part of a whole, part of the human family. All it takes is to not forget the love for our 
fellow humans that is at the core of respect for diversity.

Excerpt from the speech on the inauguration of Zuzana Čaputová on June 15 2019; source www.spectator.sme.sk

Zuzana Čaputová
President of Slovakia

F.l.: Petre Shilegov, the Mayor of 
Skopje and President of NALAS 
(Network of Associations of Local 
Authorities of South-East Europe) and 
Franz Schausberger at the European 
Committee of the Regions.

In the discussions, it became clear again what the 
key challenges of all countries of the Western Bal-
kans are: democracy, the rule of law, legal certain-
ty, politically independent justice, media freedom, 
functioning public administration, preparation for 
the Common Market, etc. Ignoring the decisions of 
the highest courts is rather unthinkable in Western 
Europe. However, there must also be confidence that 
the jurisdiction is politically independent. However, 
it should not be overlooked that there are some 

Enlargement Days of the European Committee of the Regions

The European perspective for 
the Western Balkans must be 

a matter of the heart
On 18 and 19 June 2019, the members of the European Committee of the Regions (CoR) discussed the 
current position of the Western Balkans on the road to the EU. IRE-Chairman and chairman of the Working 
Group on Western Balkans Franz Schausberger, emphasized that it could not only be about what the enlar-
gement countries have to do, but also about what could be improved by the side of the European Union. 
This is necessary in terms of cooperation and communication at eye level.

among the EU Member States who want to bring the 
jurisdiction under political influence again. There is 
corruption everywhere as well, but the question re-
mains how to deal with it.

The use of EU financial support in the accession 
countries can lead to the strengthening of democra-
cy and the rule of law if used properly - such as for 
training, know-how exchange, best practice media-
tion, good governance, strengthening the admini-
stration, learning democracy, training of young po-
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“    We certainly will not host any country that 
still has any open questions with its neighbours.
Johannes Hahn European Commissioner for Enlargement and European 
Neighbourhood Policy

FOCUS
EU & Brussels
FOCUS
Western Balkans
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Johannes Hahn, European Commissioner for En-
largement and European Neighbourhood Policy, 
emphasizes that a credible enlargement policy is a 
geostrategic investment for the whole of Europe - 
for peace, stability, security and economic growth. 
 

There must be a perspective 
towards the European Union for all 
Balkan countries

“The Western Balkans belongs to Europe and will be 
part of the future of the EU”, says EU foreign policy 
chief Federica Mogherini. Johannes Hahn also em-
phasizes that there must be an accession perspec-
tive for all six Balkan countries. A postponement of 
accession talks and the failure to acknowledge the 
progress made by these countries could have dra-
matic consequences for the region and for the credi-
bility of the European Union.

In its report, the EU Commission sets milestones for 
necessary reforms in Bosnia and Herzegovina. At the 
end of May, the European Commission also presen-
ted its opinion on Bosnia and Herzegovina‘s appli-
cation for membership of the European Union. The 
report reviews the situation in the country against all 
standards applicable to EU Member States.

Until Bosnia and Herzegovina can be granted EU 
candidate status, there is still a long way to go. The 
Commission considers that accession negotiations 
should be launched as soon as Bosnia and Herzego-
vina meets the criteria for membership of the EU, in 
particular the political criteria which require institu-
tional stability as a guarantee of democratic and rule 
of law.

Bosnia and Herzegovina will need to improve its 
legal and institutional framework to ensure that it 
meets the requirements of democracy, the rule of 
law, fundamental rights and public administration 
reform. The opinion is also a roadmap for necessa-
ry and comprehensive reforms in these crucial areas 

EU publishes Progress Report on Western Balkans:

A serious enlargement policy for peace, 
stability, security and economic growth 
across Europe 
The EU Commission has presented its annual progress assessment report with recommendations for fol-
low-up for Western Balkan and Turkey. Both Northern Macedonia and Albania are implementing significant 
reforms in the judiciary and the fight against corruption. In addition, Northern Macedonia is the only coun-
try in the region that has settled its disputes with its neighbours. That should be rewarded.

and thus a milestone in relations between the EU 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Republika Srpska and Austrian 
federal states are for better 
economic relations to support 
accession talks.

On May 22, Franz Schausberger met with the Prime 
Minister Radovan Viskovic of the Republika Srpska 
and his Energy Minister Petar Djokic and the Mini-
ster of Economy Vjekoslav Petricevic. The focus of 
the meeting was on the possibilities of intensifying 
economic relations between the Republika Srpska 
and the Austrian Federal States – as accompanying 
measures to the ongoing EU-accession talks.

Prime Minister Viskovic pointed out that after the last 
election in October 2018 in the Republika Srpska a 
government was formed immediately, thus creating 
the necessary stability for investors. It is regrett-
able that until today, neither at the level of the fe-
deration nor at the state level, a stable government 
could be formed. Important projects could only be 
implemented together with the state government. 
 
Schausberger fears that due to the general govern-
ment situation, the forthcoming progress report 
2019 of the European Commission on Bosnia and 
Hercegovina will not turn out as positive as hoped.

liticians and so on. Money for infrastructure only is 
not enough, explained Schausberger. Moreover, the 
conditions for EU funding are too bureaucratic and 
too complicated and should be simplified. Also, the 
administration of a small community must be able to 
apply for funding. However, the control of the use of 
EU funds must also be made more effective.

Schausberger was disappointed by the recent post-
ponement of the decision on Albania and North 
Macedonia by the Council of Ministers for European 
Affairs to the end of October at the latest. He does 

not think it makes sense to link two countries, each 
with different developments and different current 
status. Albania was already ahead and has fallen far 
behind due to the unstable domestic political situ-
ation. It is unjust that North Macedonia should also 
wait because of the situation in Albania. Northern 
Macedonia has been a candidate for negotiation for 
many years and has made many crucial advances in 
solving a profound naming conflict with Greece. It 
has shown that it is capable of dialogue, compromi-
se and thus conflict resolution, stated Schausberger.

It is also crucial to involve the municipalities and ci-
ties in the negotiations. Most of the European poli-
cies need to be implemented there. Increased visits 
by local politicians to Western European countries 
are helpful in order to find out how strong munici-
palities work. It is necessary to take a decisive stand 
against recentralization, as is also the case for some 
governments of EU Member States. Unfortunately, 
the principle of subsidiarity enshrined in the Treaty 
of Lisbon is not taken seriously in the EU itself.

The European perspective for the countries of the 
Western Balkans is not only a question of reason, but 
must be striven for with passion, conviction and the 
heart, Schausberger summed up the deliberations.

F.l.: Franz Schausberger and the Vice-Mayor of 
Belgrad, Goran Vesic, at the Enlargment Days in 
Brussels.

www

The Stone Bridge across the Vardar River in Skopje.
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Focus on Regional Cooperation

It was also agreed that the annual general assembly 
of the Sotschi-dialogue would be held alternately in 
Sotschi and Salzburg. In 2020, the meeting will take 
place as part of the 100th anniversary of the Salzburg 
Festival in Salzburg. 

The Institute of the Regions of Europe organizes a meeting of Russian governors with Austrian provincial governors on 7th October 2019.

IRE will organize a regional conference of the Sotschi-Dialogue in Salzburg

The meeting in Salzburg was agreed at the inaugural meeting in Sotschi on 15th May in the presence of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin and Austrian President Alexander Van der Bellen. Schausberger is a member 
of the Steering-Committee of the Sotschi-dialogue and said, this meeting is supposed open the possibi-
lities of intensifying cooperation between the Russian regions and the Austrian federal states. The first of 
these meetings will be part of the IRE‘s 15th Conference of European Regions and Cities and could become 
an annual fixture in the program of the Sotschi-dialogue. Franz Schausberger described it as an award that 
the IRE is entrusted with this task.

Franz Schausberger visited the Tambov region be-
fore the constituent session of the Sotschi-dialogue. 
This was preceded by a visit of the governor of 
Tambov, Alexander Nikitin, to Governor Wilfried 
Haslauer on 26th March 2019 in Salzburg. Schausber-
ger brought greetings and a gift from the Salzburg 
Governor and agreed to further talks about a pos-
sible cooperation in the areas of wood processing, 
agriculture and cultural tourism. Thus, the Tambov 
region has a very close relationship with the Russian 
composer, pianist and conductor Sergei Vasilyevich 
Rachmaninoff (1873-1943). Every year the Rachma-
ninov International Music Festival takes place there.

Intensify the dialogue with Russia - 
especially at the regional level

The Sotschi-Dialogue is an Austro-Russian forum 
and discussion platform for strengthening relations 
and civil society exchange. Joint events and projects 
are defined by the Steering-Committee with the 
Austrian and Russian Foreign Ministers. The main to-
pics of the Sotschi-Dialogue are Music, Arts and Cul-
ture, University and Research, Economy and Sports. 
Joint events and projects on these topics are defined 
by the Steering Committee in consultation with the 
two foreign ministries. Projects are then financed on 
the Austrian side by the participating ministries, lo-
cal authorities, institutions and organizations as well 
as selected sponsors.

The Sotschi-Dialogue was officially presented on 
the occasion of the visit of President Vladimir Putin 
to President Alexander Van der Bellen in Vienna in 
June 2018. The Joint-Statement was signed on 12th 

March 2019 by the Foreign Minister Karin Kneissl 
and Sergei Lavrov in Moscow, and the constituent 
meeting of the Sotschi-Dialogue‘s Steering-Commit-
tee was held on 15th May 2019 as part of a visit by 
President Alexander Van der Bellen in Sotschi.“    Of course, the dialogue does not mean that 

you should be uncritical of Russia. But once the 
dialogue is over, everything else is over.
Franz Schausberger, Chairman of the IRE and member of the 
Steering-Committee of the Sotchi Dialogue

Members of the Austrian Steering Committee
Austrian Co-Chairman Dr. Christoph Leitl, Honorary President of the 
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber

Dr. Helga Rabl-Stadler, President of the Salzburg Festival

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger, Chairman of the Executive Board 
of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE), former Governor of 
Land Salzburg

KR. Richard Schenz, President of the Austrian-Russian Friendship 
Society

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Brandstetter, Member of the Constitutional 
Court, former Austrian Vice-Chancellor

Dkfm. Dr. Hannes Androsch, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of 
the Austrian Institute of Technology

Ing. Hubert Bertsch, Owner and Managing Partner of Bertsch Hol-
ding and Vice-President of the Federation of Austrian Industry

Karl-Heinz Kopf, Secretary-General of the Chamber of Commerce 
and Chairman of the Austrian-Russian Parliamentary Friendship 
Group

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Stefan Karner, Chairman of the Austrian-Russian Hi-
storical Commission

Dr. Sabine Haag, Director-General of the Kunsthistorisches Museum

Dr. Andreas Mailath-Pokorny, Rector of Music and Art Private Uni-
versity of the City of Vienna

Members of the Russian Steering Committee
Russian Co-Chairman Andrei Fursenko, Presidential Adviser and For-
mer Minister of Education of the Russian Federation

Petr Aven, Chairman of the Supervisory Board ABH Holdings S.A.

Viktor Blazheev, Rector of the Moscow State Law University

Mikhail Gusman, 1st deputy director-general of TASS news agency

Andrei Kuzyaew, Chairman of the Supervisory Board Perm Financial 
and Industrial Group

Marina Loshak, Director of Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts

Vladislav Panchenko, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of the Rus-
sian Foundation for Basic Research

Maria Petrova, Executive Secretary of the Russian-Austrian Historical 
Commission

Sergey Proskurin, Member of the Expert Council for International 
Partnership of the Russian Youth Association

Sergei Roldugin, artistic director St. Petersburg House of Music

Andrei Rudskoi, Rector of the St. Petersburg Polytechnic University

F.l.: The Austrian Co-Chairman Christoph Leitl, 
Honorary President of the Austrian Federal Eco-
nomic Chamber, the Austrian President Alexander 
Van der Bellen, President Vladimir Putin and the 
Russian Co-Chairman Andrei Fursenko, Presidenti-
al Adviser and Former Minister of Education of the 
Russian Federation

F.l.: Franz Schausberger, former Austrian Foreign 
Minister Karin Kneissl and the Governor of Kras-
nodar, Weniamin Kondratjew

F.l.:  The Governor of Tambov, Alexander Nikitin, 
and Franz Schausberger

Sotschi, guest complex Rus, in which the constitu-
ent meeting of the Sotschi-dialogue took place.
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“This is just an anniversary to celebrate”, says the Governor of Low-
er Austria, Johanna Mikl-Leitner. And so, on April 11, Lower Austria 
(a member of the IRE since 2005) celebrates the Liaison Office in 
Brussels with a large audience from Austria and other European 
member states: For 25 years the Liaison Office has represented the 
people of Lower Austria - in partnership with many other regions 
of Europe: Because the regional parliaments are an important ele-
ment when building the future of Europe together. “The heartbeat 
of Europe must pulsate  in the regions”, says Martin Eichtinger, 
member of the Government of Lower Austria for Europe and In-
ternational Affairs  and President of the “Europaforum Wachau”. 
The Liaison Office has a major role in  the coordination bet-
ween the European institutions and the government of 
Lower Austria - and gains recognition across party lines. 
In the course of the celebration the governor Johanna Mikl-Leitner 

The team of the Lower Austrian Liaison 
Office in Brussels gathered with prominent 
congratulants as Governor Johanna 
Mikl-Leitner (m.), the member of regional 
government Martin Eichtinger (m.l.) and 
MEP Lukas Mandl (2.f.l.).

European Entrepreneurial 
Region Award

The European Entrepreneurial Region (EER) label given by the 
European Committee of the Regions (CoR) rewards regions with 
the most credible and forward-looking entrepreneurial vision. This 
year the city of Gdańsk in cooperation with the Pomorskie Regi-
on, the Business Region of Gothenburg and the region of Navar-
ra were selected as winners for their outstanding strategies and 
commitment to boosting entrepreneurship within their territories.

Since the launch of the EER initiative twenty-seven territories from 
fifteen EU countries have been awarded. All of them have already 
shown that regions and cities play a key role in boosting entrepre-
neurship and innovation and creating conditions for sustainable 
growth and jobs in the European Union“, said CoR First Vice Presi-
dent Markku Markkula on 27th of June.

The European Entrepreneurial Region (EER) award is a project that 
each year identifies and rewards three EU territories, which show 

an outstanding and innovative entrepreneurial policy strategy, 
irrespective of their size, wealth and competences. The territories 
with the most credible, forward-looking and promising plan are 
granted the label “European Entrepreneurial Region” (EER) for the 
following year.

Celebrating 25 years of the Lower Austrian Liaison Office in Brussels

A Partnership for the Future

presented the ideas for the European cultural capital St. Pölten 
2024 - to make the capital of Lower Austria a European rolemo-
del. The other Austrian applicant cities are Dornbirn and Bad Ischl. 
Most important is to protect and secure European politics on regi-
onal level – to ensure the united European future.

Governor 
Johanna 
Mikl-Leitner 
and Franz 
Schausberger
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High turnout in European elections

Around 400 million Europeans in the 28 Member States were cal-
led to vote for a new parliament in the European elections. 751 
MEPs belong to the new European plenary. 

The European Commission has considered the elections to the 
European Parliament as proof of a vibrant and functioning demo-
cracy in the European Union. The highest participation in 20 years 
has shown Europeans are committed to the future of the European 
Union. The average turnout is 50,63 percent.

„We have good reason to believe that this result reflects our hard 
work and performance over the past five years,“ the spokesman 
of the Commission Margaritis Schinas said. Unlike the prophecies 
of the doom-merchants, Schinas added, the political forces of the 
entire political spectrum would have won. The winners are those 
who wanted to work in and for Europe.

Sources: Turnout_by_country.png
Turnout_by_year.png
www.election-results.eu

10 newsregion 53 / july 2019 11newsregion 53 / july 2019 11

Melanie Schnitzhofer, 
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Election of the mayor in Istanbul

Opposition wins Istanbul

In the election of the mayor in Istanbul, the Opposition leader won 
the election again.

The mayor of Istanbul is the most important local politician in the 
country. Around 16 million people - almost 20 percent of all Turks 
- live in the metropolis on the Bosporus. The importance of the 

The IRE co-organized  conference with the Democratic Forum of Germans in Braşov

Airports as growth engines for regional development

Under the patronage of the Institute of the Regions of Europe 
(IRE) and in partnership with the German-Romanian Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce (AHK), the conference “Smart Regional 
Development - Airport City” took place in Ghimbav (Romania) on 
16th May 2019. Initiator of the event was the Kronstadt city coun-

F.l.: David Dera, Consultant Messe München, IRE secretary 
general Joachim Fritz, the interim Mayor of Ghimbav, Ionel 
Fliundra, Cristian Macedonschi, City Council of the German 
minority in the city of Braşov, and Eugen Egetenmeir, Managing 
Director Messe München

Ekrem 
İmamoğlu 

clearly won the 
repetition of 

the election of 
the mayor in 

Istanbul.

Paul Rübig was a Member of the 
European Parliament (EPP) for nearly 
24 years and thus is the longest serving 
Austrian member. He was a member of 
the Committee on Industry, Research 
and Energy and the Committee on 
Budgetary Control. As Vice Chairman, 

cil, Christian Macedonschi (Democratic Forum of the Germans), 
who had invited many experts from domestic and foreign airports, 
specialists in the field of flight and politicians. Partners were also 
Advantage Austria in Romania and the airport association of the 
country.

The welcoming speech was held by the interim Mayor of Ghim-
bav, Ionel Fliundra. He emphasized the importance of this airport-
project, which is to be built on Kronstadt’s district council’s own 
initiative and without significant government support. The runway 
already exists, one can count on commissioning 2021. The chair-
man of the Kronstadt district council, Adrian Veştea, on whose in-
itiative an airport commission within the district council was foun-
ded, was optimistic. The district council has made the majority of 
the money available in its own household.

One of the most significant developments in Europe has been re-
corded at Munich Airport, where 50 million passengers a year are 
handled. Simon Lotter, one of the airport directors, emphasized 
that it does not make sense to build a large airport right from the 
start, but that, depending on the development, it will be expan-
ded in stages. The representative of the airport of Linz, a city as 
big as Kronstadt, pointed out that the local airport is about the 

same distance from Bucharest as the one 
in Linz from Vienna - this one has its key 
area on cargo transport to serve as an ex-
ample.

Siegfried Mureşan, Member of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, emphasized that the 
project was of particular importance for 
the development of the metropolitan 
region and for public services for citi-
zens. This also increases their confidence 
in the local administration. The fact that 
out of the 12 million tourists who came 
to Romania, 1.3 million are in the Kron-
stadt area. The airport does not only of-
fer economic and tourism development, 
but also new jobs. Christian Macedonschi 
welcomed the concept as a Smart City, 
emphasizing that besides the airport, an 
exhibition center had to be created hand 
in hand.

Source: Allgemeine Deutsche Zeitung für Rumänien. 
18th May 2019.

Thanks to Austrian longest serving MEP Paul Rübig

election goes far beyond. About 10,5 million people were eligible 
to vote. In the March 31 election, around 8,8 million people voted, 
corresponding to a turnout of 84 percent. This time around, the 
participation was a bit higher, 84.4 percent.

The candidate of the opposition party CHP Ekrem İmamoğlu had 
beaten the AKP politician Binali Yildrim already in the first elec-
tion, surprisingly, but only just with about 20,000 votes ahead.

In the repetition of the mayoral election - the election commissi-
on had annulled the result due to irregularities - İmamoğlu is clear 
with 53,8 percent of the votes before Yildirim, who came to 45,3 
percent. This time the gap between the two candidates is more 
than 740,000 votes.

No special occurrences reported the election observers from Istan-
bul. The Chairperson of the Council of Europe Observation Mis-
sion said that “all in all”, the election had been well ordered. Her 
impression was that the heads of the election committees had the 
necessary tools for their work. “Organizationally everything has 
been provided what one can do.” The Strasbourg-based Council of 
Europe monitors compliance with human rights in the 47 Member 
States with the European Court of Human Rights.

he is a member of the delegation to the 
Maghreb countries and is also involved 
in the delegations to the EFTA States 
and the Arabian Peninsula. The new MEP 
Karoline Edtstadler and IRE-chairman 
Fanz Schausberger thanked him in a 
small celebration for his great merits.

http://www.election-results.eu
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On 26 June 2019, the Prime Minister of Saxony-
Anhalt, Reiner Haseloff, gave a reception at the re-
presentation of his federal state in Brussels, in which 
also the Prime Minister of the German Community 
in Belgium, Oliver Paasch, and the former Governor 
of Salzburg and IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger 
participated. 

The 100th anniversary of „Bauhaus“ was the domi-
nant theme at the summer meeting of the state re-
presentation of Saxony-Anhalt in Brussels. 

In 2019, Germany and its partners around the world 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Bauhaus as one of the most important cultural 
achievements of the 20th century. Founded in 1919 
in Weimar, moved to Dessau in 1925, and finally clo-
sed in 1933 in Berlin under pressure from the Natio-
nal Socialists, the Hochschule für Gestaltung existed 

In September the new Bauhaus Museum in Dessau will be opened

Saxony-Anhalt celebrates the 100th anniversary of 
its famous design school „Bauhaus“

for a full 14 years. Nevertheless, the Bauhaus conti-
nues to operate worldwide right up to the present 
day. 

Dessau is the city with which the Bauhaus is most 
strongly connected. Here, the university has expe-
rienced its heyday. All three Bauhaus directors Wal-
ter Gropius, Hannes Meyer and Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe lived and worked here, and almost all Bau-
haus buildings were built here. 

For the anniversary year, a „Bauhaus Verbund 2019“ 
was founded by the three states of Saxony-Anhalt, 
Thuringia and Berlin. On September 8, 2019, the 
Bauhaus Museum in Dessau will be opened as the 
highlight of the 100-year Bauhaus anniversary. For 
the first time, the valuable collection of the Bauhaus 
Dessau Foundation, comprising some 49,000 exhi-
bits, will be presented there.

Reiner Haseloff (l.) with the Prime Minister of the German Community in 
Belgium, Oliver Paasch

Prime Minister of Saxony-Anhalt, Reiner Haseloff 
(r.) with Franz Schausberger

Walter Gropius was commissioned to design the houses for the 
„Bauhaus-Meister“ in Dessau.

Design of the Bauhaus Museum Dessau by addenda architects 
(González Hinz Zabala)

VAMED offers a complete project and service portfolio for health care as a 
developer, planner, contractor and operator. VAMED has already successfully 
implemented more than 900 projects for hospitals, rehabilitation centers, 
nursing homes, health resorts and thermal spas in 88 countries worldwide.

Tauern Spa Zell am See,  
Kaprun, Austria

Vienna General Hospital,    
Medical University Campus,  
Vienna, Austria

Pediatric rehabilitation center  
Leuwaldhof,  
St. Veit im Pongau, Austria

act. worldwide.
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Austria needs power.

Austrian 
Power Grid

A STRONG GRID INFRASTRUCTURE FOR 
THE ENERGY TRANSITION

The European energy system is undergoing a complete 
restructuring. Renewable energies are on the advance, and creation 
of a climate-friendly energy system requires a reliable power grid. 
International agreements calls for massive reductions in global 
greenhouse gas emissions in all consumer sectors. The Austrian 
contribution to reducing emissions is laid out in the Austrian Climate 
and Energy Strategy (#mission2030), which aims at covering 100% of 
total electricity consumption with renewable energies by 2030. Since 
the generation of electricity from wind and solar power is subject 
to major weather-based fluctuations, the electricity grid is a pivotal 
component in reaching this goal. By 2030, generation could fluctuate 
by as much as 2.4 gigawatts depending on the season of the year. 
That’s approximately equal to the output of all of Austria’s hydropower 
plants on the Danube. However, it’s vital that electricity generation and 
consumption be kept in balance every single second.  

A strong power grid makes it possible
The energy transition depends on the electricity transmission grid. The 
grid distributes electricity within Austria and also transports electricity 
to and from Austria’s neighbours in Europe. This is the only way to 
effectively leverage the potential offered by renewable energies. To 
meet the energy needs of the future, the power grid will have to be in 
good shape – which means that substantial upgrades will be needed 
going forward as well. That’s why over the next ten years, APG will be 
investing more than EUR 2.5 billion in the Austrian electricity grid to 
provide the foundation for a secure and sustainable energy future.

In the service of Austrian 
security of supply
Austrian Power Grid AG 
(APG) is the only electricity 
transmission system operator 
(TSO) for Austria. APG has 
put together the best team 
in the energy sector to 
ensure that Austria has a 
secure and reliable source 
of power 24/7, 365 days a 
year. With a route length 
of 3,500 km, the APG grid 
infrastructure traverses all 
of Austria. A total of 490 APG 
specialists work to maintain 
the electricity grid and 
guarantee its safe operation. 
Along with managing the 
domestic power market and 
its integration with the rest 
of Europe, the APG team is 
planning the electricity grid of 
the future. 

IRE  is 
sponsored by

Turkish Consul General on a 
working visit at the IRE

The topic of the working discussion on 28 May was 
how more intensive scientific, economic and cultural 
cooperation between Turkish and Austrian regions 
and cities can be obtained. The question of how to in-
volve the younger people was also discussed.

Turkish Consul General Berkan Pazarci with 
Franz Schausberger

Cooperation with Institute for 
Economic Sciences in Belgrade

On May 27, Snezana Filipovic visited the Institute 
of the Regions of Europe (IRE) to dicuss with Franz 
Schausberger the possibilities of a long-term coope-
ration of the Institute for Economic Sciences in Bel-
grade with the IRE.

Snezana Filipovic, research associate at the 
Institute of Economics in Belgrade, Serbia, 
with Franz Schausberger

Internships at the IRE

Since 2005 the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) has created the 
opportunity for young students to spend a month in the IRE – at the 
interface between science and European politics. They gain experience 
in regional policy, analyzing political events and the organization of in-
ternational conferences.

Penny Stehlik 
from the 
USA was the 
in intern in 
March and 
April 2019.

Dajana 
Vuletic from 
Montenegro 
made the 
internship in 
April 2019.
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Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

SAVE THE DATE

IRE Expert Conference on 
Logistics and Transport

02nd – 03rd of December 2019
Bratislava, Slovakia

How to overcome defensiveness of the last years

24. Europe-Forum Wachau
„With the new orientation of the Europe-Forum Wachau, where the 
future of Europe was discussed within the framework of six salons 
in the regions of Lower Austria and where ideas, thoughts and sug-
gestions are incorporated here, we want the participation of the 
citizens in the center,” said Governor Johanna Mikl-Leitner at the 
European Forum Wachau in Göttweig, Lower Austria.

Europe, which has been developing rapidly for a long time, has 
been hampered by challenges over the last decade: „Over the past 
ten years, we have all too often experienced a Europe of defensive-
ness. How can we make Europe fit for the future?” The last Europe-
an election in this regard is a positive sign that Europe has a future. 
„Strong member states and strong regions are in the self-interest 

F.l.: Olaf Heinrich, District President of Niederbayern, EU Commissioner Johannes Hahn, Governor Johanna Mikl-Leitner, Zoran Zaev, 
Prime Minister of North Mazedonia, Chancellor Brigitte Bierlein, Member of Regional Government Martin Eichtinger, President of 
Europe-Forum Wachau, and Arno Kompatscher, Governor of the Autonomous Region South Tyrol.

of a strong and confident European Union. Europe can only be 
successful if it has strong regions, if the power comes from the re-
gions,” said Mikl-Leitner.

Another important point is that Europe must conquer innovation 
and technology leadership and become the number one in re-
search, innovation and technology. This requires more resources 
and regional cooperation in the common research and develop-
ment policy.

If Europe finds answers to its challenges with reason and common 
sense and above all accelerates speed and makes faster decisions, 
then Europe will not only become economically stronger, but also 
more fit and competitive for the world of tomorrow.

Das Land Oberösterreich zählt zu den größten und 
führenden Arbeitgebern unseres Landes.

Bei uns finden Sie zukunftsweisende Jobs und vielfältige
Möglichkeiten zur Entfaltung Ihrer Talente. Sie tragen mit
uns bei, Oberösterreich erfolgreich zu gestalten und die 
Lebensqualität zu steigern.

Wir bieten in einem von Fairness, Sicherheit und Transpa-
renz geprägten Umfeld Karrierechancen, Aus- und 
Weiterbildungsmöglichkeiten und viele interessante 
Herausforderungen.

karriere.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at

MIT 
SICHERHEIT 
MEHR ALS 
EIN JOÖB

Wir freuen uns 
auf Ihre Bewerbung! 
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At a meeting in Linz on May 22, Upper 
Austrian Governor Thomas Stelzer and 
IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger joint-
ly agreed to organize a conference on 
“Digitization and Broadband Supply” in 
early 2020. As Governor Stelzer empha-
sized, broadband is a central economic 
and competitive factor for the state go-
vernment of Upper Austria. By 2022, 
broadband Internet coverage will also be 
a reality in rural areas thanks to subsidies. 
 
Providing high-speed Internet access to 
the population, businesses, organizations 
and educational institutions is beco-
ming increasingly important for further 
development and related opportunities 
for the regions. In order to best support 
the Upper Austrian communities and 
companies on their way to fast Internet 

and above all to make use of the availa-
ble funding, the Broadband Office of 
the state of Upper Austria was founded. 
 
IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger em-
phasized the importance of cross-border 

The State of Upper Austria and the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) 
are planning a conference on digitization and broadband coverage. 

Digitize the Region

The Governor of 
Upper Austria, 
Thomas Stelzer, 
at the IRE 
Conference  of 
European Regions 
and Cities 2017 in 
Salzburg
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Charming.
More than  
welcome

nonstop to 

Split, Niš, 

Tel Aviv

FLY FROM SALZBURG
fly.salzburg-airport.com

regional cooperation across national 
and state borders in the development of 
broadband coverage, especially in border 
regions.

     

“Europe – a Peace Projekt?”
“Ukraine-Conflict: Main challenge for the European Peace Project?“
“Peace in the Western Balkans – peace in Europe“
“Currency and Peace in Europe – 20 years of EURO“
“30 years of the fall of the Iron Curtain – Tourism in Europe”
“Energy supply in Europe: Question of Peace, Stability and Security”

Europe and Peace

City of
Salzburg

Honorary Patronage:  Alexander Van der Bellen, President of the Republic of Austria
Honorary Committee: Johannes Hahn, Alexander Schallenberg, Wilfried Haslauer, 
   Karl-Heinz Lambertz, Harald Preuner

Salzburg Europe Summit

SAVE the DATE
15th Conference of European Regions and Cities

Sunday, 06th October until Tuesday, 08th October 2019 
in Salzburg Congress, Austria

”Europe and Peace 1919 – 1989 – 2019“ 

I am looking very much forward welcoming 
you at this Conference in Salzburg.
Franz Schausberger, IRE President

For more information 
on the international 
conference please see: 
www.institut-ire.eu

Your participation is 
free of charge.

Please register under: 
office@institut-ire.eu



SOILLESS
MAKES 

BREADLESS


