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The European Union is more than common values or rules. It 
is more than just committees and commissions. More than 
a single currency or standardized food labelling. The EU is 

an expression of our will to play a decisive role in tackling global 
challenges and of our responsibility for a peaceful future. 

Since the signing of the Treaties of Rome, which led to the esta-
blishment of the predecessor organisations of today‘s EU, Europe 
has become a unique peace project and serves as a role model 
around the world. It is not for nothing that the European Union 
has been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2012 for its commit-
ment to peace, reconciliation, democracy and human rights in 
Europe. 

History has taught us where nationalism leads to. Populism, pro-
tectionism and provocations against the idea of European unity 
are dangerous attempts to weaken Europe, and at the same time 
fail to provide answers to the challenges of our time.

Today, more than ever, we need a European Union that promotes 
peace, social justice and human rights both at home and beyond 
its borders. In times of growing challenges, it is important to recog-
nise the value of a united Europe, without which this long period 
of peace and prosperity would not have been possible. In view of 
the forthcoming European elections, it is particularly important to 
communicate to the people what Europe has achieved for us over 
the last 60 years, and what it can still achieve looking forward. We 
are all Europe and with our voice we shape the future of it. 

We South Tyroleans - like people elsewhere - benefit enormously 
from the EU without borders and from the significant advantages 
that the EU has brought to its citizens. The free movement of peo-
ple, goods and services as well as the single European currency, 
the Europe-wide minimum standards for quality and health and 
safety to name but a few, are now taken for granted by many. With 
our position on Italy‘s northern border with Austria and through 

Arno Kompatscher
Governor of South Tyrol, Italy

the growing together of the boarder areas at the Brenner Pass, 
we have gained unrestricted access to the neighbouring German 
language and cultural area and have become part of the bigger 
European unit. For us, cross-border cooperation is part of our dai-
ly lives and this is precisely where the strength of Europe and its 
regions lies!

The European Union enables us to engage in cross-border ex-
changes and to benefit from collaborations with other regions. By 
the same token, it is also the regions‘ solidarity and their identi-
fication with European values, which breathe life into the Union. 
Europe and European integration begin with people on a local 
level and also through cross-border cooperation projects such 
as Euroregion of Tyrol-South Tyrol-Trentino. This aims to make it 
easier for citizens to see and experience Europe. In this Euroregi-
on, cross-border cooperation between the Austrian state of Tyrol 
and the two autonomous provinces of South Tyrol and Trentino 
covers many fields including traffic, agriculture, education and 
culture. The ability to create a so-called EGTC (European Grouping 
of Territorial Cooperation) has given interregional cooperations a 
significant upgrade and a wider range of possibilities. The idea be-
hind the legal and institutional regulation of the EGTC is to create 
a plurinational, multicultural and multilingual European region.

It is imperative to increase the role of the regions within the Eu-
ropean context and to grant them more influence and a bigger 
voice. More thinking and trading on a European level within the 
regions is also needed. In addition, it is important that the decisi-
ons and measures taken in Brussels are supported at regional level 
and that they are easier to implement locally. This requires coo-
peration between those involved at European and regional level 
as well as a strengthening of the role of the regions.  Decentrali-
sation, as opposed to state centralisation, can bring the EU closer 
to the needs and requirements of its people living in the various 
regions. And this is precisely where the future of Europe lies: in a 
united Europe of regions which promises regions more influence 
and a bigger voice.

The Smart Region approach seeks to provide solu-
tions by promoting functional networking of cities 
with their surrounding area. On 20 February 2019 
international experts discussed with entrepreneurs 
and politicians from Salzburg at the 8th Expert Con-
ference of the Institute of the Regions of Europe in 
Hallwang near Salzburg. The conference focused on 
„Mobility in Smart Regions“ and presented concrete 
examples from other regions for environmentally 
friendly, innovative and safe transport systems as 
well as contemporary mobility management so that 
meaningful and effective measures for the specific 
area of   Salzburg can be derived.

8th IRE Expert Conference „Mobility in Smart Regions“

Transport of the future needs 
transborder regional cooperation and 

an attractive public transport offer

Daily traffic jams in the morning and in the evening, rapidly increasing demand for parking spaces and 
missing or incorrect public transport services burden everyday urban life. In addition, this results in serious, 
almost unsolvable environmental problems. However, not only large metropolises, but increasingly also 
regional central cities and their surrounding areas are confronted with these issues. This also applies to the 
state capital of Salzburg, the surrounding districts and the adjacent Bavarian areas.

Transport is a central issue for every metropolitan 
area. Smart Regions go beyond the city limits and 
enable smaller villages to implement smart city solu-
tions. There are already several successful examples 
throughout Europe. Some particularly interesting 
ones, such as Stuttgart, Zurich, Bolzano or Basel were 
presented at this conference.

Member of the Regional Government Land Salzburg 
Stefan Schnöll pointed out the concrete traffic pro-
blems in Salzburg: „The basic problem of Salzburg 
consists in the long distances and limited alternative 
routes that result from the Salzach and the city hills. 
The many commuters from the surrounding area of   

FOCUS
IRE-Expert Conference Mobility in Smart Regions
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Stefan Schnöll, 
Member of 
the Regional 
Government of Land 
Salzburg

Salzburg, of whom 80 percent go by car, then quickly 
block the roads.“ Therefore, public transport must be 
made more attractive. However, possible solutions, 
such as cheaper fares and means of transport, which 
go in the direction that people need, can only be rea-
lized if the city and the Land Salzburg work together.

Here, the responsible politicians are now in agree-
ment, confirmed the Mayor of Salzburg Harald Preu-
ner: „The problem can only be tackled if we bring 
all individual steps together.“ „Isolated individual 
measures without overall concept and prohibitions 
without attractive alternative offers not only solve 
the problems, but relocate at best or even exacer-
bate the situation“, added Franz Schausberger, 
Chairman of the Institute of European Regions: „Less 
private transport can only be achieved by expanding 
public transport services

This was also confirmed by Deputy Mayor Martin 
Wex from Schwaz in Tyrol. In the Tyrolean Inn Val-
ley the situation is similar, with the mountains, the 
industry and the commuter traffic. There the traffic 
problems could be improved only by a better and 
more comfortable public traffic offer and by an in-
crease of the accessibility of the public means of 
transport. Prohibitions did not help. This is due to in-
dividual comfort and morality. It was the digital net-
working of public and individual mobility that ope-
ned up solutions. Today, people use more carpools 
and switch between different means of transport.

This shows that the policy of Salzburg is on the right 
track. Together, the city and the state take concrete 
steps in a joint traffic planning: Starting with a com-
muter flow analysis, for example, all city and regional 
bus lines are to be redesigned and optimally coordi-
nated with one another and with the needs of the ci-
tizens. The examples from other European cities also 
confirm the potential for success of the „think smart 
mobility in a regional way“ concept

“    Possible solutions can only be realized if the 
city and the Land Salzburg work together.
Stefan Schnöll, Member of the Regionel Government of Land  Salzburg

Traffic experts from Stuttgart, 
Dresden and Zurich presented 
their findings together with 
Member of the Regional 
Government Stefan Schnöll, head 
of the institute Schausberger and 
SVV CEO Frommer (from left to 
right: Ralf Maier-Geisser, Kerstin 
Burggraf, Stefan Schnöll, Franz 
Schausberger, Allegra Frommer, 
Pascal Lippmann)

Four core ideas proved to be 
essential at the conference:

Supra-regionality
Successful traffic planning must not stop at 
the urban borders, it must involve the sur-
rounding communities and – if necessary 
– also cross state borders.

Use rail transport
However, this is only possible if a lot of peo-
ple are transported from the countryside to 
the city and out in a short time – enabled 
thanks to high-performance train networks 
from the region to the city center.

Comfort & simplicity
The car only stays at home if public 
transport is more convenient and easier to 
use. For this cheap, fast and change-free 
connections from the front door directly to 
the destination are necessary.

Networking & digitization
Modern traffic management uses digiti-
zation to collect traffic data in real time, 
gather it in a central office and steer traffic 
optimally. The data is also made available 
to all public and private road users.

Conference partners:

FOCUS
EU & Brussels
FOCUS
IRE-Expert Conference Mobility in Smart Regions
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The House of Habsburg was one of the most influential dynasties in 
Europe. To a certain extent, the history of the Habsburgs is also the hi-
story of Europe. For almost a thousand years – from 996 to 1918 – this 
ruling family had a decisive impact on the history by contributing 
to the geographical design but most important the fate of Europe. 
Throughout the continent, castles, palaces, magnificent churches, 
monasteries, abbeys and outstanding museums show that this fa-
mous dynasty did not only shape and influence the common history 
and art but also our culture – binding the continent as one.

 

The Habsburg’s cultural heritage 

The task to obtain our common history from Western to Central and 
Eastern Europe is not only to preserve the cultural sites, but also to 
make them available to the public, says Franz Schausberger, the 
Chairman of the IRE. A possibility for preservation and sustainable 
tourism for the regions are cultural routes – inviting to visit many of 
the places, which are reminiscent of the Habsburgs: Paths of more 
than a thousand kilometres of knowledge, commonalities and friend-
ship and of relationships across borders and between the Nations. So 

IRE Expert Conference in Arad, Romania

On the trails of the Habsburg in 
Western Romania

On 27 March 2019, the Institute of the Regions of Europe and the regional government of Arad organized an 
international conference in Arad „On the trails of the Habsburg in Western Romania“ for exchanging views 
and experiences on how to intensify sustainable tourism and promoting the European Cultural Routes.

far, there is a route from France to Austria: the „Via Habsburg“. 

A similar cultural route for the eastern and south-eastern Euro-
pean area, where the House of Habsburg decisively shaped the 
historical development, is yet missing. The region of Arad in Ro-
mania – presented at the conference by both the President of the 
Arad County Council Iustin Cionca and the Vice-mayor of Arad 
Calin Bibart – is now trying to connect to the rest of Europe by 
establishing its own cultural route of the Habsburg heritage and 
to strengthen the historical and cultural links. In the Habsburg’s 
empire, Arad was an important defence outpost in the east – the 
fortress is one of a kind. 

Therefore the region of Arad is funding the renovation of the 
fortress and encourages the private sector to renovate the 122 
historic buildings in the City of Arad – most of them are private 
property and four are of national interest. In a former commu-
nist country, public funding to preserve private property is quite 
problematic and seen as an illegitimate intervention. The region’s 
government tries to motivate the owners to renovate and pre-
serve the historic building through tax perks. So in the next three 

Iustin Cionca, 
President of the 
Arad County Council
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Arad County

City of Arad

Conference partners:

FOCUS
IRE-Expert Conference Cultural Heritage

to five years Arad’s central City could be fully rede-
veloped. Arad’s Universities is also involved and as 
Ramona Lile, Rector of the Aurel Vlaicu University 
and Cristian Bente, Pro-rector of the Vasile Goldis 
Western University reassure: They grant and oversee 
the precise historically preservation. The museum 
joins in as well, since it has more than 70.000 pieces 
with a connection to the House of Habsburg, states 
Constantin Inel, Head of Arad’s Museum.

Sustainable tourism to increase 
regional development

The regional and the city’s government are encou-
raging the private citizens to embrace their cultural 
heritage and further on contribute in preserving it. 
Sustainable tourism could mean better and more 
development, financial stability, a higher living stan-
dard and better life quality – cross-border and abo-
ve all for less developed regions, Andrei Ando, the 
co-organizer of the IRE-conference and Director of 
the Arad County Council and Konstantinos Niafas, 
Programme Manager at the European Commission 
agree. A challenge is the less developed local and 
regional mobility, since Romania has the lowest 
density in the European Union regarding highways, 
train and shipping routes. But with the experience of 
the European Structural Fund and more private and 
public funding, Arad has a high potential and could 
then even be a pull-factor for the development in 
neighbouring regions. 

At the conference, the IRE-partner Cities Brasov, 
Romania, represented by City Counsellor Cristian 
Macedonschi as well as Novi Sad, Serbia, represen-
ted by Mina Radmilovic Pjevac, already stated they 
would like to contribute and support Arad establi-
shing the new cultural route „On the trails of the 
Habsburg“ – aiming at a win-win-situation for all re-
gions in the area. Andreas Bardeau, a co-founder of 
a cross-border Castle Route in Austria and Slovenia, 
emphasizes the importance of a supraregional and 
cross-nation marketing – pushed by the region’s go-
vernment. Just as important is to integrate the locals 
and the tradesmen – the Castle Route for example 
has integrated local workshops and manufactories.

Ramona Lambing, Managing Director of Passage 
Travel Concepts – a travel agency specialized in tours 
in Romania – says Eastern Europe is not yet discove-
red. To achieve that, the tour operators and travel 
agencies in the target states need to be involved, 
since they have to promote and eventually sell the 
tourism in Romania.

It is, as Andrei Ando says, the right time to invest in 
sustainable tourism for the region of Arad. As the 
tourism can increase regional and supraregional de-
velopment – and cross-border travelling has always 
lead to a better understanding and cooperation.

Presented at the 
conference by the author 
Hubert Matt-Willmatt:

Via Habsburg – 
Auf den Spuren einer 
europäischen Dynastie 

160 Pages, Tyrolia, 
3/2020 
ISBN 978-3-7022-3710-3

Postcard of the 
Arad Cultural 

Palace 1916
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FOCUS
Europe & Brussels

FOCUS
Western Balkans

Delegation from Republika Srpska in Vienna

President of the Republika Srpska, Željka 
Cvijanović, visits Reinhold Lopatka

A delegation from the Republika Srpska, a constituent republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, headed by President Željka Cvijanović, as 
well as the chairman of the board of the Institute of the Regions of Eu-
rope (IRE) Franz Schausberger, met the Chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee of the Austrian Parliament, Reinhold Lopatka (ÖVP) 
for an in-depth talk on Thursday, 24 January 2019. The central topic 
of the talk was the political situation after the elections in Bosnia-
Herzegovina in October 2018, which turns out to be very complex. 
Austria‘s relations with Bosnia-Herzegovina are close and very 
dense as well as very well developed at all levels. This has many 
reasons, historical and current ones. Austria has received 90,000 re-
fugees during the Bosnian war in the 1990s. Around 20,000 still live 
in Austria today. Austrian companies are the strongest investors in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

From right to left: Željka Cvijanović, Reinhold Lopatka, Franz 
Schausberger, Mladen Filipovic (Representative of the RS in 
Vienna)

Exchange of views with President Željka Cvijanović 
on the situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina

For an exchange of views on the current political situation in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Franz Schausberger met with the President 
of the Republika Srpska, Željka Cvijanović at the conference in 
Bucharest on 15 March 2019. Although more than five months 
have passed since the elections in early October 2018, no govern-
ment has yet been formed at the state level. President Cvijanović 
was confident that the formation of the government in Bosnia-
Herzegovina was well on its way. Difficult is the formation of a go-
vernment in the BiH Federation and in some cantons.

Franz 
Schausberger 
with President 
Željka 
Cvijanović

Meeting between Magnus Berntsson of 
the AER and Franz Schausberger

AER and IRE decide on 
future cooperation

On 6 January 2019, IRE chairman Franz Schausberger met with 
the President of the Assembly of European Regions (AER), Ma-
gnus Berntsson from the Swedish region of Vastra Götaland in 
Brussels. They discussed the possibilities for closer cooperation 
between the two institutions and agreed on the exchange of 
information, studies and publications. AER General Secretary 
Mathieu Mori and Tina Wu also took part in the debate.

Magnus 
Berntsson, 
President of 
the Assembly 
of European 
Regions 
and Franz 
Schausberger

Salzburg delegation at EU Future Summit in Bucharest

Representatives of regions and municipalities 
discussed declaration on regional future of the EU

The 8th European Summit of Regions and Cities, held in Bucharest 
on 14 and 15 March, brought together local, regional, national and 
EU decision-makers from across Europe to discuss the future of the 
European Union. As delegation from Salzburg, Brigitta Pallauf and 
Franz Schausberger represented the interests of the region there.

More than 500 regional and local politicians took the opportunity 
to discuss the Committee of Regions (CoR) statement on the fu-
ture of the EU, which has to include regions and cities more. The 
declaration is intended to essentially renew Europe and it stres-
ses the fundamental importance of regions and cities in the Euro-
pean Union. This is intended to contribute to the CoR‘s Strategic 
Agenda 2019-2024 on the „Future of Europe“. On 9 May 2019, the 
Declaration will be presented to the leaders of the EU institutions 
and Heads of State and Government on occasion of their informal 
Council in Sibiu, Romania.

Franz Schausberger noted that the main problem in implementing 
the principle of subsidiary is the diversity of regions and municipa-
lities. This would be even intensified by an extension of the EU to 
the Western Balkan regions, as they are strongly centralistic in their 
organization. There had been no improvement in the position of 
the regions and municipalities under the Treaty of Lisbon, which 
rests with both the Member States and the EU itself. The trend to-
wards autocratic governments in the EU is linked to centralization. 
This applies also and especially to Romania.

Franz Schausberger introduced Austria as an example of a balance 
between local, regional and national competences. „In the Aus-
trian system, both the regions and the communities are strong,“ 
said Schausberger, who hopes that other countries would go in 
a similar direction. The problem is that in many countries only “a 
small part of the EU funding can be accessed because the mayors 
of small communities are for the most part unable to create good 
EU projects.”

The Declaration calls on the EU to strengthen its regions and ci-
ties and engage citizens more. With modern challenges such as 
climate change or globalization, the EU must quickly agree on am-
bitious plans for the future. Ultimately, this can only be achieved 
with greater decentralization.

Aleksandra Dulkiewicz 
(Mayor of Gdańsk), CoR 
Vice-President Markku 
Markkula, Romanian 
President Klaus Joannis, 
CoR President Karl-Heinz 
Lambertz (from left to 
right)

President of the Salzburg Parliament Brigitta Pallauf with Franz 
Schausberger at the EU Regional Summit in Bucharest

An invitation to give a lecture at the University of Economics 
Bucharest was given to Franz Schausberger by the Vice-Dean 
of the Faculty of Business Administration of the University 
of Economics Bucharest, Tănase Stamule (pictured left). The 
Bucharest University of Economics was founded in 1913 by 
the Romanian King Carol I, consists of 10 faculties and has 
about 22,000 students.
Franz Schausberger together with Tănase Stamule (right and 
left). In the middle Cristian Macedonschi, city council of the 
German minority in the city of Brasov.
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Regional elections in Abruzzo and Sardinia

Separatist Lega Nord also successful in 
Southern and Central Italy

The Italian regional elections that took place in the regions of Ab-
ruzzo on 10 February 2019 and in Sardinia on 24 February 2019 
confirm the rapid growth of the right-wing populist Lega party. 
The results of the two regional elections are not only an expression 
of regional political preferences, but also a reflection of the current 
political situation in Italy as a whole.

For the national elections last year the party was renamed from 
Lega Nord to Lega. Since then, the popularity of the party among 
the voters in Italy is growing. This is mainly due to party leader 
Matteo Salvini, who has also managed to gain support in the sou-
thern regions of Italy, where the Lega had never played a role due 
to their former secessionist stance.

Salvini‘s personal success is based on a very intense social media 
campaign, paired with his convincing ideas of „Italy first“ and on 
the topics of national security and sovereignty from the EU. This 
has made him the ideological leader of the entire political centre-
right spectrum in Italy, by what nowadays he plays a central role 
in the domestic political dynamics of the country, as the regional 
elections in Abruzzo and Sardinia show.

Supporters of the right-wing League party attend a rally in 
Rome, Italy, December 8, 2018.
Source: REUTERS/Alessandro Bianchi

The leaders of the centre-right coalition in the Abruzzo regional 
election. In the picture (from left to right): Matteo Salvini 
(Lega), Marco Marsilio (top candidate FdI), Giorgia Meloni (pre-
sidente FdI) and Silvio Berlusconi (Forza Italia);    Source: Ansa

The results of the regional elections of Abruzzo

Right-wing candidate Marsilio becomes new 
president of Abruzzo

In the context of the overall political Situation in Italy, the election 
of Marco Marsilio from the party Fratelli d‘Italia at the regional 
election in Abruzzo on the 10th of February can be read as a real 
victory of the extreme right. Fratelli d‘Italia is a small extreme-right 
party, which barely passed the electoral threshold of 3% at the 
parliamentary election of 2018, gaining 4,3% of votes, for a total 
number of 19 seats in the Italian Parliament. For this small party, 
having one of its politicians as President of the Region is an extra-
ordinary success.

Last month the Senator Marsilio, one of the main contributors of 
the development of this party, was elected new President of the 
Region Abruzzo with 48,03% of the votes, beating the opponent 
of the centre-left coalition, Giovanni Legnini (31,28%) and Sara 
Marcozzi of M5S (20,20%). With 6.44% of the vote, in this election 

Fratelli d‘Italia doubled the result of 2.90% from five years ago.

The candidate Marco Marsilio was chosen not only because of the 
preferences of his party, but mainly because of the support of a 
coalition with the Lega. In fact, the votes in the center-right list to-
taled 299,949, of which 165,008 (more than a half ) were achieved 
by the Lega. In these regional elections this party alone received 
27.53% of the total votes.

Right-winger spectrum wins election in 
Sardinia, M5S loses massively

Also in the Sardinian regional election, the centre-right coalition 
with its candidate Christian Solinas won, obtaining almost half of 
the preferences (47.8% of the votes), while the centre-left candi-
date Massimo Zedda came second (32,93%) and Francesco Deso-
gus from M5S third with 11,18% of votes.

It was the first time ever that both parties Lega and Movimento 5 
Stelle (M5S) participated in a regional election in Sardinia. While 
in the national elections of 2018, the M5S gained 42,5% of votes, 
being it the first and most voted party in the region, this time, at 
regional election, the M5S has not gained much support, receiving 
only 9,90% of the preferences. In only one year, the M5S party has 
lost much in Sardinia, is not only to be observed in this region but 

www

Regional elections in Trentino

Political change in the election in the 
Autonomous Province of Trentino

In the run-up of the 2018 provincial elections in the Italian region 
of Trentino, after 20 years of rule by centre-left autonomist coa-
litions, the Northern League party (Italian: Lega Nord) won with 
27.4% of the votes followed by the centre-left opposition Demo-
cratic Party (PD) with 13.93% and the regionalist PATT with 12.59%. 
The anti-establishment 5-Star Movement (M5S), the League‘s ru-
ling partner in Rome, reached 7.23%.

Health Undersecretary and member of the League party Mauri-
zio Fugatti was elected new governor of Trentino, with 46.74% of 
Sunday‘s vote in the northern Italian region. Fugatti was backed 
by a nine-party coalition including the League, Silvio Berlusconi‘s 
centre-right opposition Forza Italia (FI) party, the rightist opposi-
tion Brothers of Italy (FdI), the Centrist Union (UdC), local tickets 
Progetto Trentino, Agire per il Trentino, Civica Trentino, and Fassa, 
and the AP centrists.

Sources:
http://www.ansa.it/english/news/politics/2018/10/22/fugatti-elected-trentino-
governor_2303a4c5-deb9-4a88-8c15-1ce73233897a.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2018_Italian_general_election 
https://www.revolvy.com/page/2018-Trentino%252DAlto-
Adige%252FS%C3%BCdtirol-provincial-elections?source=folders

Maurizio Fugatti 
was elected 
new Trentino 
Governor

Results of the 2018 provincial elections in Trentino

it can be inscribed in a more general attitude currently spreading 
in Italy of mistrust of former M5S voters. Indeed, because of diffe-
rent characteristics of the Five Star Movement, among which the 
fact of not being a party but a movement with no clear party-lines 
and positions and other confounded aspects of their internal orga-
nisation, such as the decision-making process held online on the 
webpage „Rousseau“, they have lost consensus among electors, as 
visible in Sardinia. 

Different is for the Lega. Following an electoral agreement in the 
political elections of 2018 between Partito d‘Azione Sardo, PSd‘Az, 
a party established in 1921 for the independence of Sardinia which 
still has in its statute the objective of „leading the Sardinian nation 
to independence“, and the Lega of Matteo Salvini, Christian Soli-
nas (PSd‘Az) was elected Italian Senator with the League‘s support. 
Then, at the end of November 2018, he was chosen as the Gover-
nor candidate at the Regional elections for the center-right coaliti-
on. The coalition, as for the Abruzzo case, won over the centre-left 
and the M5S, gaining over 47% of votes, reconfirming the strength 

The results of the regional election in Sardinia

Top candidate Christian Solinas (PSd’AZ) and Matteo Salvini 
(Lega) holding together the Sardinian flag in Poetto (Cagliari);
Source: LaPresse

of these political actors united under the same coalition and the 
rise of extreme-right populist parties.

Sources: 
https://elezioni.repubblica.it/2018/cameradeideputati
https://elezioni.repubblica.it/2018/cameradeideputati 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Abruzzo_regional_election 
http://contropiano.org/news/politica-news/2019/02/11/elezioni-in-abruzzo-
unanalisi-del-voto-0112331
https://elezioni.repubblica.it/2018/cameradeideputati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Sardinian_regional_election
https://ilmanifesto.it/ii-partito-sardo-dazione-punta-sul-verde-e-vinc
https://marsiliopresidente.it/#bio
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Municipal elections in Salzburg

ÖVP achieves extraordinary success

On Sunday, March 10, were held the municipal council and ma-
yoral elections for Salzburg. In the city of Salzburg, standing for 
election was the current mayor, Harald Preuner, as well as all of 
the members of the municipal council. Harald Preuner has served 
in the role of mayor since 2017. 

There was a low voter turnout of just 48%. The ÖVP, party of Ma-
yor Preuner, won a large majority with 36,7% of the votes. With 
this percentage they doubled their seats in the municipal council, 
going from 8 seats to 16 seats. The SPÖ came in with just under 
27%, causing them to lose four seats in the municipal council. The 
Green party came in third place, with around 15% of the votes.

The results of the election are significant. This is the first time since 
1945 that the ÖVP is the strongest party in the municipal council 
of Salzburg. It is also the first time in several decades that the KPÖ 
has obtained a seat in the municipal council.

The mayoral race continued in a runoff between Harald Preuner 
(ÖVP) and Bernhard Auinger (SPÖ) March 24. They respectively 
obtained around 40% and 30% of the votes in the original election.

Throughout much of the rest of the state the ÖVP gained as well. 
In 90 out of Salzburg’s 119 municipalities the ÖVP won the position 
of mayor. The SPÖ has 13 mayor positions. There were also several 
runoff elections on March 24. 

Sources: http://www.ansa.it/english/news/politics/2018/10/22/fugatti-elected-
trentino-governor_2303a4c5-deb9-4a88-8c15-1ce73233897a.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2018_Italian_general_election 
https://www.revolvy.com/page/2018-Trentino%252DAlto-
Adige%252FS%C3%BCdtirol-provincial-elections?source=folders

Results of the municipal elections in the whole of Land 
Salzburg and mayors per party

Mayor of Salzburg Harald Preuner, the candidate 
of the ÖVP (l.), with the Governor of Salzburg 
Wilfried Haslauer.    
Source: Stadt Salzburg / Wildbild / Rohrer

Results of the municipal elections in the city of Salzburg

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

Provincial elections in South Tyrol 2018

New Government of South Tyrol definitely fixed
 
After the provincial elections in South Tyrol on Sunday, 21 October 
2018, when the South Tyrolean People‘s Party (SVP) lost votes and 
the Lega gained some, the formation of a government was rather 
difficult, even though a co-operation between the two parties was 
obvious due to the language group proportional representation 
system. The Italian language group must be represented to a cer-
tain extent in the provincial government in South Tyrol. As an alter-
native, only a minority government of the SVP remained.

However, quite a lot separates the two parties ideologically. Many 
SVP officials reject the positions of the right-wing populist Lega in 
the areas of Europe and migration. There is also some doubt as to 
how serious the Lega - co-governing in Rome - is with the auto-
nomy of South Tyrol. The SVP referred to it as „technical coopera-
tion“ and agreed on a so-called „catalogue of values“.

On 17 January 2019, the former Governor Arno Kompat-
scher (SVP) was re-elected governor for a second term with 
19 of the 35 votes of the provincial parliament in favour of him. 
Kompatscher emphasized that despite his new coalition partner, 
he would continue to stay critical on certain points of the Roman 
government. He explicitly referred to the catalogue of values con-
tained in the coalition agreement, in which both parties profess 
their commitment to Europe and to social peace, to protecting the 
German and Ladin-speaking minority, to the further development 
of self-government, and to oppose any new centralism, exclusion 
and discrimination. He also renewed his offer to cooperate with 
the opposition.

 
The provincial government consists of nine members:

•    Arno Kompatscher (SVP), Provincial Governor with responsibi-
lity for foreign relations, Europe, municipalities, finance, human 
resources and information technology, university, research, 
innovation, museums and sport.

•    Arnold Schuler (SVP), first Vice Governor, responsible for agri-
culture and forestry, civil defence and tourism.

•    Giuliano Vettorato (Lega), second Vice Governor, responsible 
for Italian Education and Culture, Energy and Environment.

•    Daniel Alfreider (SVP), third Vice Governor, responsible for 
Ladin Education and Culture, Transport Network and Mobility.

•    Philipp Achammer (SVP), Provincial Councillor for German 
Education and Culture, Industry, Crafts, Trade and Services, 
Labor, Integration.

•    Massimo Bessone (Lega) Provincial Councillor for Building 
Construction, Technical Service, Property, Land Registry, Cada-
stre.

•    Waltraud Deeg (SVP) Provincial Councillor for Social Affairs, 
Housing, Family and Senior Citizens.

•    Maria Hochgruber-Kuenzer (SVP) Provincial Councillor for Spa-
tial Planning, Landscape Protection and Monument Protection.

• Thomas Widmann (SVP) Provincial Council for Health, Digital 
Infrastructure and Cooperative Systems.

Josef Noggler was proposed for the Office of the President of the 
Provincial Parliament by the SVP, the Greens nominated Paul Köl-
lensperger. In a secret ballot, 19 votes were cast on Josef Nogg-
ler and 15 votes on Paul Köllensperger. Rita Mattei (Italian langu-
age group) and  Manfred Vallazza  (Ladin language group) were 
elected Vice-Presidents.

Sources: 
https://www.sn.at/politik/weltpolitik/kompatscher-erneut-zu-suedtiroler-landes-
hauptmann-gewaehlt-64240618 
https://www.wienerzeitung.at/nachrichten/europa/europachronik/1014791_Sued-
tirol-hat-eine-neue-Landesregierung.html
photo: LPA/Oskar Verant
photo: LPA/Oskar Verant

Results of the provincial elections 2018
 Results 2018 Results 2013 Difference
  Votes % Mand. Votes % Mand. Votes % Mand.
Total 282.878 73,9 % 35 297.795 77,7 % 35 - 14.917 - 3,8 %  
per party
South Tyrolean People's Party 119.109 41,9 % 15 131.226 45,7 % 17 - 12.117 - 3,8 % - 2
Team Köllensperger 43.315 15,2 % 6 n.c.
Lega Nord 31.515 11,1 % 4 7.120 2,5 % 1 + 24.395 + 8,6 % + 3
Verdi – Grüne – Vërc 19.392 6,8 % 3 25.069 8,7 % 3 - 5.677 - 1,9 % ± 0
Die Freiheitlichen 17.620 6,2 % 2 51.505 18,0 % 6 - 33.885 - 11,7 % - 4
South Tyrolean Freedom 16.927 6,0 % 2 20.740 7,2 % 3 - 3.813 - 1,2 % - 1
Partito Democratico 10.808 3,8 % 1 19.210 6,7 % 2 - 8.402 - 2,9 % - 1
MoVimento 5 Stelle 6.670 2,4 % 1 7.100 2,5 % 1 - 430 - 0,1 % ± 0
L’Alto Adige nel Cuore - FdI 4.882 1,7 % 1 6.060 2,1 % 1 - 1.178 - 0,4 % ± 0
Citizens' Union 3.665 1,3 % 0 6.065 2,1 % 1 - 2.400 - 0,8 % - 1

SAVE THE DATE
15th Conference of European 

Regions and Cities
„Europe & Peace: 

1919 – 1989 – 2019“
06th – 08th of October 2019

Salzburg, AT
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Technology of 
tomorrow:

TODAY
“Fibre Optics are 
the data highway 

of the future”

CEO Hans-Peter Wilhelmer, MBA

Fibre Network Construction GmbH
Gluckgasse 1, 4th floor, 1010 Vienna
p.wilhelmer@fibre-nc.com
www.fibre-nc.com

EXPERIENCE: Our team has 15 years 
experience in design and construction of 
fiber optic networks and is very familiar with 
the current technologies of cable laying.

BUSINESS-NETWORKS: 11 years marketing 
experience with Fibre Network providers 
and network-planning with connections 
up to 10,000 mobile phone masts speak for 
themselves.

PRICE ADVANTAGE:   Fibre Network 
Construction offers the possibility of an 
economic installation.

People are concerned with security, safety in every-
day life as well as the fight against terrorism and the 
halting of illegal migration, said EPP‘s leading candi-
date Manfred Weber at a major congress of the EPP 
on 10 December 2018 in Klosterneuburg, Austria. As 
far as EU enlargement is concerned, Weber stated 
that the Balkans belong to Europe, emphasized We-
ber, which was fully supported by Austria‘s Federal 
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz: „Austria has traditional-
ly close ties to the Western Balkans. We need these 
states in the European Union“, says Kurz.

„A Europe of subsidiarity“ is the future for Federal 
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz: „I believe that the regions 
must play a strong role. United according to the mot-
to and not separated in equality.“

Europe: United in diversity, not separated in equality

The upcoming European elections in May 2019 have 
a completely different topic than the EU election 
in 2014, said EU Commissioner Günther Oettinger. 
Europe must protect its citizens, remain strong eco-
nomically and defend its values, no matter how the 
neighborhood of Europe develops.

The event was also attended by many representa-
tives from the Committee of the Regions and Austri-
an provinces, including IRE Chairman Franz Schaus-
berger.

Source: APA F.l.t.r: Viktor Sigl, 
Upper Austria Presi-
dent of the regional 
Parliament, Nikola 
Dubroslavic, Governor 
of Dubrovnik-Neretva 
(HR), Franz Schausber-
ger, Former Governor, 
Janez Jansa, Former 
Prime Minister of Slo-
venia, Martin Eichtin-
ger, Member of the 
Regional Government 
of Lower Austria.

The Governor of 
Lower Austria, 
Johanna Mikl-
Leitner and Franz 
Schausberger

FOCUS
Europe & Brussels

Our regions are our identity and consequently 
the backbone of the European project.
Supporting them has to be 
one of our top priorities!

Claudia Schmidt
claudiaschmidt_offi  cial
schmidt_clau 
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CoR meeting with EU Commissioner Oettinger

EU budget must secure European 
cohesion policy for regions and 
municipalities

At a meeting of the Austrian and German members of the Com-
mittee of the Regions (CoR) with Günther Oettinger, European 
Commissioner responsible for the EU budget, Franz Schausberger 
expressed his confidence that despite all the different positions 
currently being taken by the Member States on the EU budget, 
a compromise will finally be found, which will be acceptable and 
which will be able to secure the cohesion policy that is so impor-
tant for the regions and municipalities for the next financial pe-
riod. Schausberger called for a substantial simplification of the 
bureaucratic requirements for the promotion of regional and local 
projects, as many countries are still unable to access the cohesion 
funds intended for them

Franz Schausberger at the CoR plenary session from 6 
to 7 February 2019

Effectively securing the external borders 
of the EU is only possible with increase of 
Frontex Staff

At the CoR plenary session, Franz Schausberger called for effec-
tive protection of the EU‘s external borders and effective repatria-
tion of illegal migrants. This means that, in line with the proposal of 
the Austrian EU Presidency, the European Border and Coast Guard 
(Frontex) needs to be increased as quickly as possible to 10,000 
people. It is regrettable that this proposal of the Austrian Presiden-
cy has not found the necessary majority and that the measure has 
been postponed until 2027, despite the urgent need for immedi-
ate, effective action against the smugglers.

Group photo of the German and Austrian CoR Members with 
Commissioner Oettinger

Franz Schausberger 
at the 133rd plenary 
session of the CoR

Concrete assistance to regions and 
local authorities in Africa is necessary

Franz Schausberger 
with the Ivorian 
Minister Francois 
Albert Amichia

IRE  is 
sponsored by

In the debate on the neighbourhood and development policy of 
the EU with regard to Africa, Franz Schausberger stated that Euro-
pe has a special responsibility towards Africa due to its historical 
background.

The West African Economic and Monetary Union is an excellent 
example of how Africa successfully takes its future into its own 
hands. It is gratifying that a „Council of Regional and Local Autho-
rities“ has been established, which, like the CoR, has an important 
advisory role. European development policy must not only pursue 
economic goals, but must also promote social goals, job creation 
in the regions and municipalities, the development of education 
and the deepening and strengthening of democracy. Schausber-
ger pointed out that the Austrian EU Presidency held a high-level 
EU-Africa Summit in Vienna on 18 December 2018 on the initiative 
of Federal Chancellor Sebastian Kurz. 

Above all, it is crucial that aid and support reach the regions and 
communes and cities in a concrete way. Therefore, cooperation 
and partnerships between European and African regions and cities 
are of particular importance. 

The present minister, Francois Albert Amichia of the Republic of 
Ivory Coast, fully agreed with Franz Schausberger and explained 
that the many young people who want to emigrate to Europe 
represent a serious loss to the African states, so that everything 
must be done to offer them liveable circumstances in Africa. Fran-
çois Albert Amichia is a member of the Democratic Party of Côte 
d‘Ivoire - African Democratic Rally (PDCI-RDA). He was the mayor 
of Treichville and held the post of Ivorian sports minister and the 
minister of tourism. He is also the president of the Union of cities 
and municipalities of Côte d‘Ivoire (UVICOCI).

MEMBERS OF

SPEED TRACK

EXPORT CREDIT

THE QUICK AND EASY WAY TO YOUR EXPORT CREDIT:
For smaller export � nancings between €2 and 10 million, we offer you a simple alterna-
tive with SPEED TRACK. Using video identi� cation and standardised credit contracts, we 
ensure a quick, frictionless and ef� cient processing for your export transaction: 
Petra Rauscher, Phone: +43-1-71707-6031 or petra.rauscher@rbinternational.com,  
www.rbinternational.com

RBI_Inserat_Exportfinanzierung_170x120_e.indd   1 02.05.2019   15:39:18
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Romanian County Alba

The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) is pleased 
to announce the newest member of the IRE-network: 
Alba County. It is a district located in Central-Western 
Romania and is one of the 16 counties forming the 
Romanian Centru development region, the histori-
cal region of Transylvania. With its total area of 6,242 
km², 59% of which is occupied by mountains, Alba 
County is one of the most historically significant are-
as of Transylvania and has always been at the heart 
of the regional, political, religious and cultural life of 
the region.

Traces of human settlements in the region date back 
to the Neolithic period, where the intermontane val-
leys of the region hosted many communities. Signs 
of this are still visible today, as in the prestigious Ro-
man archaeologic site of Alba Iulia.

Thanks to its central position in Eastern Europe, the 
county played a crucial role, particularly in the 18th 
century, when the Alba Carolina citadel was rein-
forced and turned into the fortified city of Alba Iulia, 
dedicated to Emperor Charles VI of Habsburg. Alba 
Iulia is now capital of the Alba County, and with a 
population of 66.400 inhabitants, it is the 33rd most 
populous city in Romania.

The strongest economic sectors in Alba County are 
the food industry (with corn growing in the south 
and wheat in the northern areas) and mineral ore 
mining. In particular, metals (gold, silver, copper and 
mercury), salt, marble and granite come from the re-

Alba Iulia, 
aerial 
view with 
fortress

Abrud, 
countryside 

in the Alba 
County

Ion Dumitrel, President 
of Alba County Council

gion. Other important production areas are machi-
nery, the textile and paper industry, and leather and 
wood production.

Sources: http://www.visitalbaiulia.com/alba-county
https://www.britannica.com/place/Alba-county-Romania 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alba_County 
http://www.cjalba.ro/english/

Elektropriverda HZ HB d.d. Mostar, BiH

We are pleased to announce the Public Enterprise 
Elektopriverda HZ HB d.d. Mostar as a new member 
of the IRE network. Since 1992 it is a joint-stock com-
pany based in Mostar, southern Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, and operates in the generation, distribution 
and supply of electricity.

The company employs over 2.000 people and ope-
rates in 35 municipalities in Bosnia. It is the third lar-
gest incumbent electric utility company in the coun-
try, with a total electricity generation of 1.287 GWh 
in 2017. The majority shareholder of Elektroprivreda 
HZ HB d.d. Mostar (with 90 % of the total shares) is 
the Government of the Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina making it a mostly state-owned enter-
prise.

Mesihovina, the first wind power plant in Bosnia and Herzegovina

JP Elektroprivreda HZ HB d.d. Mostar produces elec-
tricity exclusively from renewable energy sources 
and plans to continue investing in these technolo-
gies further on. The company operates seven hy-
droelectric power plants with a cumulative installed 
capacity of about 860 MW. Also, in March 2018, a 
50,6 MW wind power plant, called Mesihovina, was 
launched — the first wind power plant in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. It consists of 22 turbines and can pro-
duce up to 165,2 GWh of electricity in a year.

The company is one of the three public energy ope-
rators in Bosnia and Herzegovina and with its 12.572 
kilometres long distribution network they supply 
electricity to a total of about 190.000 consumers. The 
Government of the Federation of BiH awarded Elek-
troprivreda HZ HB d.d. Mostar the status of a public/
universal supplier and the supplier of last resort.

New IRE members: City of Kukës, Albania

The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) is pleased 
to announce a new member of the IRE-network, the 
city of Kukës in northern Albania. The city has 16.700 
inhabitants and is the capital of the district of the 
same region. The city is located in the middle of the 
northern Albanian mountains.

Historically, the area was mainly associated with Ko-

sovo and the city of Prizren. Up to the Kosovar bor-
der, there are only 15 kilometres as the crow flies.

Kukës was first mentioned in 1571 as Kukufic. From 
1912 to 1921 it was alternately controlled by Serbs, 
Bulgarians and Austrians. In 1925, the city became 
the center of the district of the same region and the 
prefecture. In 1962 they began to build on a plateau, 
the new city. The aim was to relocate the inhabi-
tants of Old Kukes there. In 1978, Alt-Kukes finally 
disappeared forever in the floodwaters of the long 
reservoir, which is over 100 km long and is used to 
generate energy.

During the Kosovo War in 1999, Kukës briefly became 
known when tens of thousands of Albanian refugees 
from Kosovo found asylum in Kukës and hundreds of 
journalists reported the events.

In 2006, work began on the construction of the A1 
motorway from Durrës to Kosovo, which was offi-
cially opened in June 2009. This new connection is 
177 kilometers long and now allows a fast, mostly 
four-lane connection between Kosovo and the Al-
banian coast. The United Arab Emirates financed the 
construction of a new “Zayed” Airport, which was not 
actually put into operation.

Mayor of the city is Bashkim Shehu of the Democra-
tic Party.

Source: invest-in-albania.org, Agjencia Telegrafike Shqiptare, 
http://kukesi.gov.al

Mayor Bashkim Shehu
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After a very successful year with numerous 
events in Austria  and abroad and an acc-
laimed conference „Europe 1918 - 2018 - 
2118“ the Institute of the Regions of Euro-
pe invited to a small and welcoming New 
Year‘s reception on 16 January in the „Alm-
hütte“ the Stiegl Ambulance in Vienna.

IRE board member  Franz Schausber-
ger, his two board colleagues  Stefan 
Eder  and  Helmut Falschlehner,  Gerhard 
Feltl  from IRE-Förderverein, and secre-
tary general  Joachim Fritz  thanked the 
numerous members, friends, supporters 
and sponsors of the IRE for their support, 
without which the extensive program 
would not would have been feasible. 
Among the many present were Secretary 
of State  Karoline Edstadler, former Vice-
Chancellor  Wolfgang Brandstetter, the 
Albanian Ambassador  Roland Bimo, Am-

bassador  Arthur Winkler-Hermaden, the 
representative of the Republika Srpska in 
Austria,  Mladen Filipovic, the President 
of the Political Academy, Bettina Rausch, 
the Director of the House of History 
Austria,  Monika Sommer, the Director-
General   of ZAMG,  Michael Staudinger, 
the Procurator of the Order of Saint Geor-
ge, Vinzenz Stimpfl-Abele, Alexander Pi-
cker of Transparency International Austria 
and Ministerialrat  Franz Pietsch.  Gerhard 
Gamperl  from Verbund,  Paul Pasqua-
li from Raiffeisenbank International, Gerda 
Beck  from Erste Bank,  Andreas Ketten-
huber  and  Marcus Maier from Kommu-
nalkredit, Erik Kroiher from Kapsch, Ernst 
Rosi  from Syngon Advisory GmbH and 
many more.

Thanks to friends, members, promoters and sponsors: 

IRE New Year reception in Vienna

Ambassador 
Roland Bimo 
and State 
Secretary 
Karoline 
Edtstadler

Franz 
Schausberger, 
Wolfgang 
Brandstetter, 
Helmut 
Falschlehner

Arthur 
Winkler-
Hermaden, 
Vinzenz 
Stimpfl-Abele

Monika 
Sommer, 
Franz 
Schausberger, 
Bettina 
Rausch 

Board approves extension

Josef Schöchl new member of the IRE-Board

The Institute of the Regions of Europe is 
pleased to announce that at the board 
meeting on 13 February 2013, the enlarge-
ment of the board of the institute to four 
persons was decided. This paved the way 
for Prof. Dr. Josef Schöchl, who has been 

a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Institute since 2016, to being admitted to 
the Board of Directors as a new member.

Prof. Dr. Schöchl was born in Salzburg and 
studied veterinary medicine and political 
science between 1978 and 1985. In 1986 

The new IRE board (from left to right):
Dr. Helmut Falschlehner, 
Prof. Dr. Josef Schöchl, 
Univ. Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger
and Dr. Stefan Eder

he promovated as Dr. med. vet.  In 1990 he 
was appointed official veterinarian at the 
Office of the Salzburg Provincial Govern-
ment and 1994 State Veterinary Director. 
He then became a veterinarian for food in 
1995.

Prof. Dr. Schöchl was between 2004 and 
2008 ÖVP chairman in Eugendorf and 
2004 - 2009 local council. In 2008 he was 
elected district party chairman of the ÖVP 
Flachgau. Since 2009 Prof. Dr. Schöchl is 
Member of the Salzburg Parliament and in 
2018 briefly held the post of President of 
the Landtag.

GROSSGLOCKNER
HOCHALPENSTRASSE

The Grossglockner High Alpine Road is one of the most fascinating 
and beautiful excursion destinations and scenic roads in the world. 

Discover the heart of the High Tauern National Park and experience the 
uniqueness and the myth of the highest mountain in Austria. Numerous 

thematic educational trails, exciting exhibitions and adventure 
playgrounds invite visitors to an unforgettable experience.

SO CLOSE TO

heaven!

grossglockner.at Join us

48 km of panorama road30 three-thousand-meter mountains15 free exhibitions, 7 theme trails14 restaurants & alpine pastures4 playgroundsfree guided tours

TICKETS ONLINE AVAILABLE
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Lower Austria State Exhibition
Wiener Neustadt 30 Mar.–10 Nov.2019
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