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When we talk about Europe, we talk a lot about identity. Re-
gions are the places where we take our first steps in the world, 
where we grow up, where we define and shape our personali-
ties. Our identities are not simply based on national thinking 
and culture. European identity is much more than that. The Eu-
ropean identity begins in our schools, during a chat at the usual 
bar, passing the street in our hometown. Europe is deeply rooted 
in our regions. Without regions, Europe would be homeless. It 
is about feelings, community, participation, and responsibility 
– all of which we can learn in our regions. Without a communi-
ty, without regions, Europe falls apart. Therefore, it is precisely 
the combination of its regional diversity that makes Europe so 
unique in the world. 

However, the relationship between Europe and its regions is a 
two-way love affair. Thanks to the regions, Europe is grounded, 
but thanks to Europe, regions can take off. I want to give you a 
few examples:

We saw it in Jean-Claude Juncker’s recent proposal for the next 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF): in Europe, we spend a 
lot of money on the development of our regions. The European 
Regional Development Fund is a key element for our policy re-
garding the regions. We do not simply want to preserve the regi-
ons as some sort of history museum, as the populists would pro-
bably do. We want regions to have a brighter future. We want 
to have competition between regions. And we want to invest in 
human capital and innovation, infrastructure and quality of the 
institutions.

Let me give you a second example: Europe means taking pride 
in our cultural roots. In a globalised world, this pride is more 
needed than ever before. Only with Europe, we can preserve our 
regional identities.

A third element: Europe means moving regions from the cor-
ner to the centre. Most regional potentials would go to waste 
without connections in the European Union. Europe creates a 
network of regions that can develop. In fact, some of the most 

Manfred Weber
Leading candidate of the EPP for the office 
of the EU Commission President 2019

economically advanced regions in Europe are on the national 
borders. Many regions like Rhône-Alps region, Lombardi, Lower 
Silesia, or my home region Bavaria, have only a real chance to 
develop thanks to Europe.

Fourth, Europe means to live in safe regions. How else could in-
dividual regions deal with the threats of terrorism or the exter-
nal problems with China and Russia? Europe shields the regions 
from an increasingly insecure world.

Some bureaucrats would say that we could only be efficient with 
greater centralisation. Some business leaders would say that we 
would have much more economic success through greater cen-
tralisation. I say, Europe is built on diversity, not on monotony. 
Everything that can be done better or just as well at local, regio-
nal, and national level must be done at the lowest level possible. 
That is why I ask for a competence check to determine which 
level should be dealing with which political matter in Europe.

Let us keep the power of the regions. One of the battles that we 
fought and won in the European Parliament was to ensure that 
it is not for the big companies to have a say about who provides 
the drinking water for the people, but it is the people, at the local 
level, who can take this decision on their own.

Finally, let us put the region in the heart of European demo-
cracy. Staying close to our citizens means staying close to our 
regions. And that is why we, as parliamentarians, must stick to 
our homes, our constituencies, and forget about such abstract 
ideas like transnational lists. The future of Europe must be made 
by the citizens, in close contact to their elected representatives.

I am a proud Bavarian. My nation is Germany and I am a Eu-
ropean believer. These three elements belong together. Europe 
has no future if it does not start from its roots. So let us keep re-
gions at the heart of Europe.

Excerpt from a speech by Manfred Weber on the future of Europe on 3rd of 
May 2018.

Let us keep regions in the heart of Europe

FOCUS
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ted by Bekim Murati, General Director of the Agency 
for the Support of Local Government, by Ms. Voltana 
Ademi, President of the Association of Albanian Mu-
nicipalities and Mayor of Shkodra and Adelina Far-
rici, Executive Director of the Association for Local 
Autonomy of Albania. The position of the opposition 
was presented by Jorida Hasan Tabaku, Member of 
the Albanian Parliament. She mentioned opposition 
concerns about the way the boundaries of the new 
territorial units were drawn and says accusations of 
gerrymandering have been rejected by the govern-
ment. Still, certain electoral district boundaries seem 
somehow strangely distorted without apparent em-
pirical reason, she said.

Territorial and administrative reform in Albania, is 
proceeding slowly and has created confusion, a mis-
sion of Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of 
the Council of Europe that visited Albania in 2016, 
said. The budget of the Albanian government does 
not correspond to a net increase in the local autho-
rities‘ resources. The transparency of the grants-
awarding process is a matter of concern because the 
‚Regional Development Fund‘ is essentially managed 
by the central government and thus suspected of 
political favouritism. An Italian study analyzing the 
historical development of local government and 
the territorial-administrative reform of 2015-2020 in 
Albania comes to the conclusion that the territorial 
and administrative reform has not generated the 
expected results. Almost 90 percent of the revenues 
still come from the central government’s unconditio-
nal transfers. Therefore, the Albanian Government 
should build capacities and skills, and train the em-
ployees of each level of government that currently 
benefit from international assistance.

Undoubtedly there is a lack of information about the 
new competencies, considerable workforce reduc-
tion, budgetary uncertainties and inherited financial 
burdens at the local level. Overall, the Albanian local 
government reform seems to be in a transitional and 
difficult phase.

In another session experiences with examples of mu-
nicipal reform in other countries were presented. Ms. 
Mariana Semenyshyn, Advisor U-LEAD, informed 
about the Local Reform in Ukraine, the former Pre-
sident of the Austrian Assocoation of Municipalities, 
Helmut Mödlhammer, gave an overview about the 
situation of the 2100 very strong Austrian municipa-
lities and cities and Mr. Soren Serritzlew, Professor 
at the University of Aarhus presented the territorial 
reform of Denmark.

“ Consolidation of the newly established 
municipalities is pressing priority for ensuring 
well-functioning.  Senida Mesi, Deputy Prime Minister of Albania

CoR-Working Group Western Balkans in Tirana:

Territorial reform in Albania: Slow and cumbersome
The Albanian territorial reform was the focus of deliberations of the Working Group Western Balkans of the 
European Committee of the Regions (CoR), which met on 13th of November 2018 in the Albanian capital 
Tirana. Under the chairmanship of Franz Schausberger, representative of the state of Salzburg in the CoR 
and IRE chairman, the CoR members discussed with numerous national and local representatives of Alba-
nia the effects of the reform and its implementation.

The Government of Albania since September 2013 
started the process of an administrative and ter-
ritorial reform aiming the reorganization of local 
governments units, to empower local and regional 
governments by decentralizing more functions and 

competencies and allocating more public funds to 
them. In July 2014, the Parliament approved the law 
“On the territorial and administrative division of local 
government units” reducing the number of Local Go-
vernment Units from 384 to 61 municipalities. This 
law entered into force after local elections held in 
June 2015, and since then the local government in 
Albania operates through 61 municipalities. The 61 
new municipalities should have more opportunities 
to take part in international cooperation projects; 
absorb more funds from EU and other donors; and 
enjoy larger bargaining power vis-à-vis the central 
government, as well as a greater scope for inter-mu-
nicipal cooperation.

For the first time in Albania the central government 
should be obliged to consult local government re-
presentatives regarding decentralization, local fi-
nances and municipal functions. Through the newly 
established Consultative Council of Central Govern-
ment and Local Self-Government both levels of 
authorities will be able to exchange and discuss any 
policies, laws or initiatives that affects local govern-
ment and communities. 

The Delegation of the European Union to Albania is 
supporting the consolidation of the Territorial and 
Administrative Reform in Albania, underlined Mario 
Mariani, Head of Cooperation, EU-Delegation to Al-
bania. 

The consolidation of the newly established 61 mu-
nicipalities is an immediate and pressing priority 
for ensuring a well-functioning local government 
and increasing service delivery, service expansion 
to rural and suburban areas, said Ms. Senida Mesi, 
Deputy Prime Minister of Albania. She underlined, 
that there have been made many significant steps 
toward implementing reforms which lead Albanian 
Government to a consolidated integration process. 
Erion Veliaj, the Mayor of Tirana, especially welco-
med the CoR-members in Tirana. The Austrian Am-
bassador to Albania, Johann Sattler, presented the 
priorities of the Austrian EU-Presidency especially in 
connection with the Western Balkan countries.

The territorial reform and its challenges were presen-

F.l.: Helmut Mödl-
hammer and Franz 
Schausberger pre-
sented  the former 
president of Alba-
nia, Alfred Moisiu, 

with a poster 
showing his uncle, 

the famous actor 
Alexander Moissi, 

who performed as 
the first „every-

man“ at Salzburg 
festival a hundred 

years ago.

F.l.: Franz Schausberger, Senida Mesi, Deputy Prime Minister, Erion Veliaj, 
Mayor of Tirana and Mario Mariani, EU-Delegation

Dhurata Çupi, Member of Albanian Parliament, Voltana Ademi, Ma-
yor of Shkodra, Franz Schausberger, Jorida Hasan Tabaku, Member 

of Albanian Parliament

F.l.: Franz Schausber-
ger, Johann Sattler, the 

Austrian Ambassador 
to Albania and Helmut 

Mödlhammer, former 
President of the Aus-

trian Association of 
Municipalities
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Concrete proposals for anchoring the 
subsidiarity principle

It is important that the Austrian Presidency has made the issue of „Subsidiarity in the EU“ a priority because 
it makes this issue, which is hard to understand anyway, the focus of public interest and is accompanied 
by several events. These included the IRE Forum on 30th of September 2018 in Salzburg, said IRE Chairman 
Franz Schausberger at the Conference of the Austrian Presidency „Subsidiarity as a construction principle 
of the European Union“ in the Festspielhaus Bregenz, 15th until 16th of November 2018.

The principle of subsidiarity must be put in the lime-
light over and over because it is not really taken seri-
ously at the EU level.

Whenever the EU is in a ‘bad’ mood, especially short-
ly before the European elections, the subsidiarity 
principle is discovered.

Since the signing of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, cen-
tralization in Europe has increased. Nationalism has 
increased and nationalists are always centralists. 

They want to centralize power at the highest level 
and not give it down. So it‘s a question of pure po-
wer and not the question of which level can do the 
best or whether something should be regulated at 
all. The hopes of the regions for the Treaty of Lisbon 
have in no way been fulfilled.

The Austrian Presidency has chosen the future sce-
nario „Less, but more efficient“ on the principle of 
subsidiarity and proportionality.

Is it possible to redistribute the responsibilities of the 
EU and the Member States? Due to the political situ-
ation in the EU, this is not possible at present and in 
the foreseeable future!

Therefore a way without contract modification has 
to be gone. The minimum requirement must hence 
be: The new Commission must at least include the 
implementation of the result of the Subsidiarity Task 
Force in its work program. It needs a clear statement 
what happens to the results.

On the other hand, it is also necessary to specify 
in which areas the competence of the EU must be 
strengthened and unanimity should be abolished in 
these areas. (Migration, External Borders, Security, 
Defence, Fighting International Crime, Terrorism, Cli-
mate Change, Digitalisation, Common Market, etc.).

What annoys the people and the small and medium-
sized enterprises? Even more and more detailed re-
gulations.

The guidelines can really only be frameworks and 
not always become more detailed and close-knit.

No creeping takeover of unclear responsibilities.

No „delegated acts“ without Member State partici-
pation.

Rapid implementation of the results of the Task 
Force on Subsidiarity and Proportionality, with the 
active participation of the European Parliament.

Greater engagement of national and regional parlia-
ments in the subsidiarity review. Subsidiarity must 
not only apply between the EU and member states, 
but must also apply within the member states.

From left to right: Franz Schausberger, Viviane 
Reding, former EU Commissioner and Member 

of IRE Bord of Patrons, Ulrike Rabmer-Koller, 
Vice-President of the Austrian Federal Economic 
Chamber, Alfred Riedl, President of the Austrian 
Association of Municipalities, Reinhold Lopatka, 

Chairman of the European Committee of the 
Austrian Parliament and Member of the Task Force 

„Subsidiarity“.

From left to right: 
Franz Schausberger, 

IRE Chairman, Markus 
Wallner, Governor of 
Vorarlberg, Christian 

Buchmann, Chairman 
of the European Com-
mittee of the Austrian 

Federal Council.
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2018 Elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina

The result does not strengthen stability 
 
On the 7th of October, 2018 elections were held in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina at the state level and in the two Entities. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has an extremely complex electoral system. At the 
state level, the three members of the State Presidency and 42 de-
puties for the State House of Representatives (28 from the Bosniak 
(= Muslim)-Croat Federation and 14 from the Republika Srpska) are 
elected for four years.

Each member of the state presidency represents one of the con-
stitutive peoples: the Bosniaks, Croats and Serbs. The members 
representing the Bosniaks and Croats are elected on the territory 
of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the member re-
presenting the Serbs is elected on the territory of the Republika 
Srpska. This means in practice that no one who lives on the territo-
ry of the Federation of BiH can vote for the Serbian member, and 
also no one who lives in the Republika Srpska for the Bosniak or 
Croatian member.

A member of the State Presidency is elected who has the most 
votes of the candidates in his population group. The presidents 
alternate every eight months in the chairmanship.

The House of Representatives of Bosnia and Herzegovina is one 
of the two chambers of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The second chamber is the „House of Peoples“. The 
15 members of the „House of Peoples“ (5 Bosniaks each, Serbs 
and Croats) are appointed by the parliaments of the two entities 
(Bosnian-Croat Federation and Republika Srpska). This complica-
ted system was established through the signing of the Dayton Ag-
reement in 1995.

At the Republika Srpska entity level, the President and his two 
vice-presidents, as well as the Parliament of the Republika Srpska, 
consisting of 83 deputies, were elected.

At the level of the Entity Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
its parliament, consisting of 98 deputies, was elected. Likewise, in 
the ten cantons of the Federation, the respective Assembly of the 
People‘s Representatives (cantonal parliaments) were elected.

Candidate Party  Votes    % 

Šefik Džaferović Party of Democratic 
Action (SDA)      212.581  36,61 

Denis Bećirović
Social Democratic 
Party of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina(SDP)            

194.688  33,53 

Fahrudin 
Radončić

Union for a better 
future of BiH (SBB) 75.210 12,95 

Mirsad Hadžikadić Platform for progress 
(Platforma za progress) 58.555 10,09 

Senad Šepić The People's 
Independent Block 29.922  5,15 

Amer Jerlagić Party for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (SBiH)  9.655  1,66

FEDERATION BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA  

Election of the State Presidency - Bosniak candidates
Voter turnout 51,8 %

Election of the State Presidency - Croat candidates
Voter turnout 51,8 % (valid and invalid votes)

Candidate               Party Votes  % 
Željko Komšić Democratic Front BH (DF BH) 225.500 52,64 
Dragan Čović HDZ BiH  154.819 36,14 
Diana Zelenika HDZ 1990   25.890 6,04 
Boriša Falatar Our Party (NS) 16.036 3,74 
Jerko Ivanković 
Lijanović

People’s Party for Work and 
Betterment (NSRzB)  6.099 1,42 

The big surprise in this election was the result for the Croatian re-
presentative in the state presidency. The leader of the strongest 
Croatian party, HDZ BiH, Dragan Čović, suffered defeat to Demo-
cratic Front (DF) candidate, Željko Komšić. Čović warned of an „un-
precedented crisis“ and announced that his party would paralyze 
political bodies across the country. Čović and his HDZ accuse the 
Bosniaks of having deliberately voted for the moderate Croatian 
Komšić from Sarajevo. This would deprive the Croatian people of 
their right to vote for their candidate (as enshrined in the Dayton 
Agreement), while Bosniaks and Serbs would be right. In the BiH 
Federation, Bosniaks make up around 70 percent, Croats around 22 
percent and Serbs 2.5 percent. With this crushing majority, Bosniak 
voters can indeed make a significant contribution to the outcome 
of the election of the Croatian member of the State Presidency. If 
the Democratic Front of Komsić received only 93,708 votes in the 
election to the BiH Parliament, but was able to win 225,500 votes 
in the election to the presidency, it is likely that he received a con-
siderable number of Bosniak votes. Whether this was strategic and 
organized, of course, can hardly prove.

Šefik Džaferović 
(Bosniak, SDA)

Zeljko Komsic
(Croatian, DF)

The candidate of the strongest Bosniak party, Šefik Džaferović, was 
elected to the state presidency with 36.6 percent. Thus, the Bos-
niaks (Muslims) voted for the candidate of their strongest party, 
closely followed by the candidate of the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP), Denis Bećirović. While the SDA is a clearly Bosnian nationa-
list party, the SDP is considered a multi-ethnic party committed 
to strengthening state-level institutions. Taking together the two 
candidates Mirsad Hadžikadić and Senad Šepić and the candidates 
of the SDP, one sees that the multi-ethnic or moderately nationalis-
tic votes account for around half of the total votes.
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Landtag election 2018 in Hesse

CDU and SPD lose a lot – black-green can 
narrowly defend the majority
 
The voters have punished the Union and SPD at the Landtag elec-
tion in Hesse on Sunday, 29th of October 2018. The Greens incre-
ase, the AfD makes it into the Landtag (state parliament). Black-
green can continue to govern with a thin majority. However, the 
two-party alliance would have only one seat more than the oppo-
sition in the state parliament. Other constellations are still possible.

In the state election in Hesse CDU and SPD lost dramatically in 
votes. Beneficiaries are once again the Greens, who were able to 
collect the best election results in their history in Hesse. Left and 
FDP made it clear into the state legislature. The AfD could more 
than double its election result.

Despite the huge losses, the CDU on Sunday was clearly with 27.0 
percent of the votes the strongest force. The SPD plunged to 19.8 
percent and is thus on a par with the Greens, which also increased 
to 19.8 percent. The AfD moved with 13.1 percent for the first time 
in the Hessian state parliament and henceforth represented in all 
16 state parliaments. The FDP came to 7.5 percent, the Left to 6.3 
percent.

The Hessian state parliament will have in the future, because of 
numerous overhang and balancing mandates, 137 delegates. So 
far it was 110. The CDU has in the future 40 seats, the previous coa-
lition partner Greens and the SPD 29 seats each. The AfD reaches 
19 seats, the FDP 11, the Left 9. Thus, the CDU and Greens would 
come up with the necessary majority in order to continue their al-
liance.

Volker Bouffier (CDU) announced talks with all parties except Left 
and AfD about a government coalition. He had recently revealed 
open for Jamaica alliance, the Greens were more reserved, the Li-
berals advertised openly. Green and FDP in Hesse, however, have 
among other things, in energy policy and organic farming diffe-
rences.

Four coalitions in Hessen conceivable - even one without the CDU

In addition to the previous black-green state government in Hesse, 
according to the preliminary official final result, three more coa-
litions arithmetically are possible. While the CDU and the Greens 
are only able to achieve a slim lead of 69 to 68 seats in the future 
Hessian state parliament, a Jamaican coalition of CDU, Greens and 
FDP would have a comfortable majority of 80 out of 137 seats. Also 
possible would be a grand coalition of CDU and SPD, which would 
also put the black-green alliance to 69 mandates. Even a govern-
ment without the CDU is theoretically possible if the SPD, Greens 
and FDP would merge into a traffic light coalition. They also com-
prise 69 members.

The parties have no time pressure to forge a government alliance. 
The electoral term of the previous state parliament ends on 17th 
of January 2019, one day later, according to the state constitution, 
the new state parliament meets for its first meeting. Usually, the 
deputies then vote for the Minister President. If they are unable to 
do so because of the lack of majorities, the previous state govern-
ment will continue „the day-to-day business“, as determined by the 
constitution. The government would consequently only executive 
in office.

Great federal impact

The elections in Hesse also had an enormous significance for the 
federal state.

At the federal level, the party leaders of the CDU and SPD, Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel and Andrea Nahles, come under pressure after 
the second election defeat within two weeks. It is rumbling in both 
parties.

Researchers were responsible for the collapse of the CDU and SPD, 
above all, national political reasons. According to an analysis by 
the Election Research Group, local parties were unable to convince 
them of any political, top-level or technical skills. According to In-
fratest dimap, the CDU lost many votes, especially to the previous 
Green coalition partners.

Frankfurt on the Main

Frankfurt has turned green in the Landtag elections. The Greens 
come to 26.1 percent and are thus the strongest force in the city. 
The CDU achieves 22.8 percent. The SPD is with 18.4 percent in 
third place. The Left gets 10.5 percent of the votes, the FDP 8.1 per-
cent and the AfD 9 percent.

Source: Wikipedia, T-online.de

Tarek Al-Wazir (Greens) and Minister President of 
Hesse Volker Bouffier (CDU)

Regional and municipal elections in Poland

Government and opposition see themselves 
victorious
 
In the regional elections in Poland, the Euro-critical ruling party 
„Law and Justice“, PiS for short, was able to record growth. The par-
ty came to more than 32.3 percent nationwide. Four years ago, it 
was just under 27 percent. After the regional elections in Poland, 
both the ruling party PiS and the opposition coalition „Citizens 
Coalition“ see themselves victorious. The opposition parties PO 
and Nowoczesna joined together and received just under 25 per-
cent. The peasant party PSL comes to a good 16 percent. A block of 
non-party local politicians reached six percent.

Parliament of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Voter turnout 51.8 %

Surprising was the clear majority for the SNSD candidate Željka 
Cvijanović, after it had given months before demonstrations of the 
group „Justice for David“ against Dodik and his SNSD. This initiative 
called for the investigation into the violent crime against a 21-year-
old who was found dead in March.

The newly elected President of the Republika Srpska and former 
Prime Minister Željka Cvijanović nominated former Finance Mini-
ster Radovan Viskovic (SNSD) as the new Prime Minister of the RS. 
In the DNS and SDS, after the election came to party splits, after 
both parties in parts for a coalition with the SNSD advocate and 
others want in the opposition. The entire 
development currently secures Dodik a 
strong position like never before.

RS-President Željka 
Cvijanović

Party or electoral alliance Votes % Seats 
Party of Democratic Action (SDA) 252.817 25,25 27 
Social Democratic Party of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (SDP) 145.458 14,53 16 

Coalition HDZ BiH, HSS, HKDU BiH, HSP-
HNS, HSP DR AS BiH, HDU BiH, HSS SR 143.704 14,35 16 

Democratic Front, DF-GS, Željko Komšić: 
BiH Pobjeđuje!   93.708   9,36 10 

Union for a Better Future of BiH  (SBB-
Fahrudin Radončić)   70.571   7,05 8 

Our Party - Naša stranka   50.947   5,09 5 
Party of Democratic Action (PDA)   37.731   3,77 4 
The People's Independent Block    34.913   3,49 4 
Party of Democratic Activity A-SDA BiH   27.396   2,74 2 
Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ 1990, 
HSP BIH, HNL)   25.663   2,56 2 

Party of Justice and Trust   23.222   2,32 2 
Workers' Communist Party of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina     7.656   0,76 1 

REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

Election of the National Assembly of the Republika Srpska
Voter turnout 57,7%

Party or electoral alliance Votes % Seats 

Independent Social Democrats (SNSD) 218.201 31,87 28 
Serb Democratic Party (SDS-SRSRS-SRS) 123.515 18,04 16 
Democratic People’s  Alliance (DNS)   98.851 14,44 12 
Party of Democratic Process (PDP RS - Mladen 
Ivanić)   69.948 10,22 9 

Socialist Party   56.106   8,19 7 
Together for BiH   29.556   4,32 4 
National Democratic Movement (NDP) - NDP 
Dragan Čavić-NS-SNS-Sloboda   28.183   4,12 4 

United Serbia (Ujedinjena Srpska)   21.187   3,09 3 

President of the Republika Srpska
Voter turnout 57,7 %

Canidates Votes  %
Željka Cvijanović - SNSD 319.699  47,04
Vukota Govedarica –  (SDS) 284.195 41,82
Ramiz Salkić – Homeland 21.292 3,13
Ćamil Duraković - Independent 10.299 1,52  

All other candidates were below one percent.

Election of the State Presidency - Serb candidates
Voter turnout 57,7 %

Milorad Dodik
(Serb, SNSD)

Candidate Party   Votes % 

Milorad Dodik Alliance of Independent Social 
Democrats(SNSD) 368.210 53,88

Mladen Ivanić Alliance for Change (Savez za Pobjedu) 292.065 42,74 
Mirjana Popović Serbian Progressive Part (SNS) 12.731 1,86 

Gojko Kličković First Serb Demorcatic Party (Prva SDS) 10.355  1,52 

ELECTIONS IN THE CANTONS
State of parties in the assemblies as of 7th of October 2018

Canton Dominant 
Ethnicity Seats Seat Allocation

 Una-Sana Bosniaks (90%) 30 SDA (9), A-SDA (8), SDP (4), Labour Party (3), SBB (2), DF (2), NS (1), NB (1)
 Posavina Croats (77%) 21 HDZ (11), HDZ 1990 (3), SDA (2), Posavina (2), SDP (1), SBB (1), PDA (1) 
 Tuzla Bosniaks (88%) 35 SPD (10), SDA (9), PDA (7), DF (3), SBB (2), DF (3), NS (2), SBIH (2)
 Zenica-Doboj Bosniaks (82%) 35 SDA (11), SDP (6), HDZ (3), SBB (3), DF (3), A-SDA (2), NS (1), NB (5), SBIH (1)
Bosnian-
Podrinje 
Goražde

Bosniaks (94%) 25 SDA (5), Liberal party (4), Ind. BiH List (3), SDP (2), SBB (2), SBIH (2), DF (2), A-SDA(1), NS (1), 
NB (1), Gorazdanska (2)

Central Bosnia Bosniaks (58%) 30 SDA (10), HDZ (9), SDP (5), SBB (2), DF (2), HDZ 1990 (1), NB (1)
Herzegovina-
Neretva Croats (53%) 30 SDA (8), HDZ (13), SDP (3), SBB (2), HDZ 1990 (2), DF (1), Croatian Republican (1)

West 
Herzegovina Croats (97%) 23 HDZ (16), HDZ 1990 (3), Serb List (3), Croatian Ind. List (3), Croatian Republican (2), HSP Dr. 

Ante (1), HSP (1), Advanced Serb (1), NSRZB (1), Ind. List (1)
Sarajevo Bosniaks (83%) 35 SDA (10), People and Justice (6), NS (5), SDP (4), SBB (4), DF (3), Ind. BiH List (2), BOSS (1)

10 Croats (77%) 25 HDZ (8), HDZ 1990 (4), Serb List (3), Croatian Ind. List (3), SDA (2), SDP (1), Croatian Republic 
(1), Advanced Serb (1), NSRZB (1), Ind. List (1)
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RANEPA joines the IRE Network as scientific partner
The North-West Institute of management (NWIM) lo-
cated in St. Petersburg is the biggest branch of the 
Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy 
and Public Administration (RANEPA, with head cam-
pus in Moscow), the largest academy in Russia and 
Europe, providing educational services in the sphere 
of training public and municipal servants, as well 
as specialists in humanities and economics. This is 
the unique educational institution in Russia acting 
under coordination of the President of the Russian 
Federation.

NWIM RANEPA is first of all a classical university, ac-
ting as a training center for government administra-
tion. It is also a consulting and business administra-
tion center, working closely with the private sector.

As a classic higher education institution NWIM offers 
Bachelor`s, Master`s and PhD’s degree programs in 
following fields: Public Administration, Political Sci-
ence, Economics, Human Resources, Management, 
Law, Economic Security, Business Informatics, Custo-
ms Regulation, International Relations, Advertising 
and Public Relations, Social Work, Psychology, Jour-

nalism. The main language of tuition is Russian, but 
there are also programs designed for international 
students taught in English.

The North-West Institute of Management is one of 
the largest research and development centers of 
Saint-Petersburg. Top priority goals of the research 
are the theory and practice of public administration, 
state service and local self-management.

NWIM RANEPA cooperates closely with the Govern-
ment of Saint-Petersburg, the Government of Lenin-
grad region and the employers’ associations.

NWIM RANEPA is networked with a large number of 
partner universities worldwide, developing acade-
mic and scientific mobility, facilitating international 
innovative research projects. Nowadays the Institute 
cooperates with 70 higher educational institutes and 
organizations of about 26 countries and intends fur-
ther expansion of international partnerships. Our e-
mail address is ums@sziu.ranepa.ru (Department of 
International Cooperation). Please, do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any questions and are intere-
sted in cooperation!

Regional elections in Andalusia

Socialists are losing heavily, right-wing popu-
lists are moving into the regional parliament 
for the first time
 
The regional election in Andalusia on 2nd of December 2018 was 
considered a mood test for the socialist government led by Pedro 
Sánchez in Madrid. The Socialists who rule in Madrid are losing in 
this region where they were unbeatable. And for the first time in 
Spain, a right-wing populist party is entering a regional parliament.

Parties and coalitions 
Popular vote Seats 

Votes % ±pp Total +/− 
Spanish Socialist Workers' Party of Andalusia (PSOE–A) 1,009,243 27.95 –7.46 33 –14 
People's Party (PP) 749,275 20.75 –5.99 26 –7 
Citizens–Party of the Citizenry (Cs) 659,631 18.27 +8.99 21 +12 
Forward Andalusia–We Can–United Left–Spring–Andalusian 
Left (AA)1 584,040 16.18 –5.57 17 –3 

Vox (Vox) 395,978 10.97 +10.51 12 +12 

Susana 
Diaz 
PSOE  

Juan 
Moreno
PP 

Juan 
Marin 
Cs  

Teresa 
Rodríguez 
Adelante 
Andalucía

Francisco 
Serrano
VOX 

The PiS, which has already been governing at national level by 
an absolute majority since 2015, is criticized throughout Europe 
- mainly because of significant cuts in the independence of the ju-
diciary. At 51.3 percent, the voter turnout was slightly higher than 
in 2014. The election is considered an important test of sentiment 
for the European elections and parliamentary elections and for the 
presidential elections of 2020..

Source: tagesschau, mdr, dpa, wikipedia, Państwowa Komisja Wyborcza

Rafal Trzaskow-
ski won the ma-
yoral election 
in Warsaw

Distribution of seats

Sejmik PiS KO PSL SLD LR BS MN ZDdDŚ PŚ BW Overall 
Lower Silesia 14 13 1 — 6 — 2 — 36 
Kujawy 11 14 4 1 — — — — 30 
Lublin 18 7 7 1 — — — — 33 
Lebus 9 11 4 2 4 — — — 30 
Łódź 17 12 4 — — — — — 33 
Lesser Poland 24 11 4 — — — — — 39 
Mazovia 24 18 8 — 1 — — — 51 
Opole 10 13 2 — — 5 — — 30 
Subcarpathian 25 5 3 — — — — — 33 
Podlasie 16 9 5 — — — — — 30 
Pomerania 13 18 2 — — — — — 33 
Silesia 22 20 1 2 — — — — 45 
Holy Cross 
Province 16 3 9 1 — — — 1 30 

Masuria 11 12 7 — — — — — 30 
Greater Poland 13 15 7 3 1 — — — 39 
West 
Pomerania 11 13 2 1 3 — — — 30 

Poland 254 194 70 11 15 5 2 1 552 

The Socialist Party (PSOE) remains the strongest party in the regi-
onal parliament of Andalusia with around 28 percent of the vote, 
but lost 14 seats (down 7 percentage points) compared to the last 
election and has now 33 seats. The conservative People‘s Party Par-
tido Popular (PP) has lost seven seats and has a total of 26 seats. 
The right-liberal Ciudadanos were able to more than double their 
seats and is with 21 seats the third strongest force, an increase of 
12 seats compared to the election in 2015. The Podemos offshoot 
Adelante Andalucia came to 16.2 percent and a total of 17 seats, 
making it the fourth strongest Power in front of Vox.

Vox is the surprise winner of Sunday‘s election. For the first time, 
the Spanish right-wing populist party has made it to the regional 
parliament in Andalusia. The party won twelve of the 109 seats, 
giving the right-wing parties a majority.

Andalusia is the most populated region in Spain with 8.4 million in-
habitants. Since 1982, all Prime Ministers have been appointed by 
the PSOE. In just four decades, she was only once not the strongest 
party in the regional parliament.

The Andalusian election marks the start of a series of votes in 
Spain, ranging from local and regional elections to the European 
elections in May. Early new elections were called after the Socia-
lists lost support from Ciuadadanos. In purely mathematical terms, 
VOX, together with the conservatives and the center-right party of 
Ciudadano, has a majority in the regional parliament in Andalusia. 
Such a tripartite alliance, which has not been ruled out by any of 
the parties, would be a first in Spain.

Source: faz.net, europaress.es, Wikipedia

Landtag election in South Tyrol

SVP loses, victory for Köllensperger, Freedom 
party plummets
 
The South Tyrolean state election ended on Sunday 21st of Octo-
ber 2018 with a slightly lower turnout (73.9 percent) than five years 
ago (77.7 percent). 417,968 eligible voters have tuned 35 members 
in the South Tyrolean state parliament.

The South Tyrolean People‘s Party (SVP) under Governor Arno 
Kompatscher has suffered losses. The ruling party since 1948 re-
ached 41.9 percent of the vote, which means a minus of 3.8 per-
centage points comparing to 2013. Gained in 2013 45.7 percent of 
the votes and received hence 17 seats, the party will obtain in the 
future 15 of the 35 seats.

The South Tyrolean entrepreneur Paul Köllensperger caused a 
surprise with his list of the same name, which garnered 15.2 per-
cent of the vote and thus reached second place. The movement of 
the former five-star member of the Landtag, which was founded a 
few months ago, will in future be represented by six mandatories.

The right-wing alloy of Interior Minister Matteo Salvini, who lan-
ded in third place with 11.1 percent and four mandates, was able 
to gain ground. The Freedom lost two thirds of the votes. They 
plunged from 17.9 percent to 6.2 percent, losing nearly two-thirds 
of their voters.

„We will now be in ‘orientation talks’ with other parties and then 

South Tyrolean governor Kompatscher and Tyrolean 
governor Günther Platter

let the party committees decide with whom there should be con-
crete negotiations“, said the SVP.

Source: © APA/EXPA/Grode, Wikipedia, Tiroler Tageszeitung, Presse
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The EU Investment Plan and its importance to the communities and regions of Europe

Marc Fähndrich 
Head of Economic Team 

Advisor on Economic 
Governance and European 

Semester

There is a strong upswing throughout the EU and unemployment is falling constantly. In Austria, it looks 
particularly bright with 2.7% GDP growth and a significant drop in unemployment to 4.8% in 2018. Ho-
wever, we see the worst development in the UK, where the „Brexit“ causes uncertainty.

The investment plan #investEU, launched by European Commissi-
on President Jean-Claude Juncker, has made a significant contri-
bution to facilitating the recovery in the EU. The European Fund 
for Strategic Investments (EFSI) has already generated €360 billion 
in additional investment, with € 68.8 billion in underlying funding. 
850,000 small and medium-sized enterprises have received sup-
port. By 2020, the investment plan will have created nearly 1.4 mil-
lion jobs. These positive effects will have a significant impact on EU 
regions and communities.

What has the EU investment plan brought so 
far to the regions and municipalities?

The EU Investment Plan offers many opportunities to expand so-
cial infrastructure. So far affordable housing for 500,000 families 
have been financed. 95 million people can use new or improved 
transportation facilitiess. This is particularly important for remote 
regions, which in Austria also suffer from the emigration of young 
and qualified people. 15 million additional households could be 
supplied with fast Internet. This is important for the working world 
of tomorrow. Digital employment can help people in peripheral 
communities to earn a living without „commuting“ or relocating 
to metropolitan areas. Entrepreneurs, too, can better realize busi-
ness models outside of the big cities by means of comprehensive 
digitization. Furthermore, 7.4 million households were converted 
to renewable energy sources. This is a significant contribution to 
climate protection. Many regions of Austria live from ski tourism.

If the global climate increase can be slowed down, many winter 
sports regions retain their attractiveness and thus income and jobs 
in these regions.

Better access to health care has been made possible across Europe 
for 30.6 million people. 33.3 million people have access to new or 
modernized waste management. In Austria, the state railway ope-
rator ÖBB was supported in the acquisition of new trains, which 
can thus offer better connections to even more remote regions. 
The total financing volume from the EFSI in Austria amounts to 1.3 
billion euros and is expected to attract 4.1 billion euros in additio-
nal investment.

But even in Austria‘s federal states, EU subsidies in the regions have 
had a positive effect. For example, wind energy was expanded in 
the „Römerland Carnuntum“ region with EFSI support. Here already 
75,000 inhabitants benefit from wind turbines and the biomethane 
production of the energy park. This saved 338,000 tonnes of CO². In 
Vienna, APEIRON Biologics was able to research innovative therapies 
for childhood cancer through favourable financing from the EFSI.

Which regions were among the biggest 
winners of the EU investment plan?

After the great economic crisis, investment in the most heavily 

affected countries Greece, Portugal and Spain was cut back. This 
partly led to construction ruins, unfinished infrastructure pro-
jects and high unemployment in the weakest regions. The EFSI 
has been a great help there, even though it does not contain any 
country guidelines. Eastern European countries, which had a lot 
of catching up to do after decades of communist rule, were also 
able to make disproportionate use of the EFSI. GDP growth and 
employment were particularly strong here. Austria, more thano-
ther EU countries, has gained from the accession and growth of 
its eastern neighbours. Border regions in Upper Austria, Lower 
Austria, Burgenland and Styria were also able to benefit fromthe 
economic momentum in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary 
and Slovenia..

Thus, effective are the traditional instruments of solidarity, such as 
the European Social Fund (ESF). In Wörgl (Tyrol), the LEA (Life - De-
velopment - Work) production school helps young people enter 
the job market. In Villach (Carinthia), young people can also im-
prove their career prospects with the support of the ESF. In Vienna, 
long-term unemployed people, who have a hard time on the regu-
lar labor market, can be made „jobfit“ with a 6-month internship.

The biggest EU-support so far has been experienced by Burgen-
land in Austria. Between EU accession in 1995 and the end of the 
current EU financial framework at the end of 2020, a total of 1.5 bil-
lion euros of EU funding will be called up. This creates investments 
totalling almost 6 billion euros in the municipalities and cities of 
Burgenland.

How can we reduce the social gap that still 
exists between the regions of Europe?

For certain, we need minimum social standards across the EU. Even 
in poorer regions and communities, workers should be fairly paid 
and have rights to vacation and health care. The „European Pillar 
of Social Rights“ creates new effective rights for citizens that apply 
throughout the EU. It is based on 20 principles, which are classified 
into three categories:

w Equal opportunities and labor market access
w Fair working conditions
w Social protection and social inclusion

Progress in implementation should be measured through a „social 
scoreboard“ and assess the performance of EU Member States. The 
pillar was  proclaimed at the Social Summit on 17 November 2017 
in Gothenburg (Sweden).

Just recently, we presented a proposal for the reform of the Drin-
king Water Directive, which aims to ensure that the EU‘s highest 
quality and safety standards for tap water are implemented. In the 
future, healthy tap water can be safely consumed in every region 
of the EU, reducing the need to buy water in plastic bottles. This is 

also a contribution to significantly reduce plastic waste in Europe‘s 
beautiful landscapes.

What is the significance of the EU‘s 
subsidized transport infrastructure for 
Austria‘s regions?

In a mountainous country like Austria, tunnelling projects are ne-
cessary to connect regions. The Facility „Connecting Europe“ sup-
ports here.

The Brenner Base Tunnel, which is funded to 40% with EU funds, 
helps the Tyrolean communities, which have so far been affected 
by traffic noise, pollution and particulate matter. It will reduce 
truck transit traffic by 50% and thus make a significant contribu-
tion to the quality of life, health and tourism opportunities of the 
Brenner region.

The Koralm Tunnel, which links Styria and Carinthia, will make 
some remote regions more accessible and attractive. For example, 
The Lavant Valley and West Styria are connected by a railway stati-
on to the fast south section. Only 45 minutes driving time between 
Graz and Klagenfurt mean new possibilities for working and living 
along the Koralmbahn.

The Koralm Tunnel alone will produce 14,000,000 tons of excava-
ted and excavated material. The DRAGON technology promoted 
by the EU Research Framework Program could be a solution here.

With this, valuable mineral raw materials that are produced in tun-
nel operations can be automatically analyzed and sorted - directly 
on the construction site. The high-quality use of tunnel excavation 
is already being used in practice at the Koralm Tunnel.

What brings our proposal for the EU 
budget 2021-2027 for the regions and 
municipalities?

The new Medium Term Financial Framework (MFF) provides more 
financial support for top political priorities that bring European ad-
ded value. These are more resources for research, innovation and 
digital. More than doubling funding for Erasmus will give young 
people more opportunities to study in other EU countries and re-
gions. The security needs of citizens have also been met by increa-
sing the funds for migration control, border security and security. 
At least 25% of future EU spending should contribute to achieving 
the climate goals and enable the transition to a smart, low-carbon 
economy. Our proposal for the EU budget 2021-2027 also conti-
nues the success story of the Juncker Plan. The new InvestEU fund 
will build on the success of the EFSI and make investments worth 
a further EUR 650 billion available to EU regions and municipali-
ties. Burgenland will retain its previous status as a transition region 
by raising the subsidy-relevant GDP cap from 90% to 100%. It will 
continue to have access to special support under the European Re-
gional Development Fund. We also want to strengthen so-called 
conditionality in the next multiannual EU budget. This is intended 
to facilitate cash flows to the regions more efficiently and make 
reforms easier. This will lead to a prosperous effect for EU citizens.

What role does the European Semester play 
for reforms in the interest of regions and  
federal states?

Investments can best be effective at the European, national, regi-
onal and local levels if they meet a regulatory environment that 
encourages them and does not slow them down.

As part of the European Semester, the European Commission is 
analyzing the need for major reforms for the EU and Austria. In this 
country, incongruent relations between the federal and state le-
vels hinder economic and social development and unnecessarily 
tie up funds that could otherwise be used for investment. Thus, the 
federal states are responsible for significantly more expenditure, 
as they themselves take by taxes and duties. In Austrian federalism 
overlaps of competences lead to inefficiencies, these are to the de-
triment of the regions and municipalities.

This becomes clear, f.e. on the Austrian health care system, which 
is among the most expensive in Europe. However, its results are 
not correspondingly good. Life expectancy is only slightly above 
average, the number of „healthy years“ from the age of 65 is even 
below the EU average.

Additionally, avoidable deaths are relatively high compared to 
many other EU countries and are well below the „best“ such as 
Spain or France.

By contrast, Austria has the highest number of doctors in the EU 
after Greece. So there is a lack of efficiency. What are the causes of 
this mismatch between costs and results?

The hospital sector is primarily responsible for the high level of 
healthcare spending. The financial relations between the federal 
government, the federal states and the health insurances lead to 
disincentives that lead to inefficient hospitals and excessive use of 
hospital services. In the Austrian federal states hospitals were not 
always built solely for health policy reasons, but also for reasons of 
labor market and structural policy considerations. This resulted in 
insufficient coordination beyond the country‘s own borders and 
in many cases also to suboptimal medical results and unnecessary 
treatments for the patients. On the other hand, there is a lack of 
adequate primary care. In turn, their lack contributes to unneces-
sary hospital stays (e.g., in diabetes). In view of the rapidly aging 
population, health expenditure poses a risk to the sustainability of 
public finances. These could be curbed by greater efficiency and 
investment in prevention and primary care, while improving the 
state of health of people in Austrian regions.
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Pannonian Institute hands over interesting series
On Friday, 23rd of November 2018, a delegation from Burgenland 
visited the IRE: District Commissioner from Jennersdorf, Hermann 
Prem, Prof. Robert Hajszan and his wife. The successful work of the 
Pannonian Institute (PAIN) based in Güttenbach (Burgenland) was 
discussed. For over 25 years, a yearbook in 5 languages   - German 
- Slovenian - Hungarian - Burgenland Croatian and Croatian has 
been created. The Pannonian Institute deals with current topics 
in the field of transnational cultural exchange, language main-
tenance, political developments, know-how transfer and many 
others.

Founder and Chairman of the Pannonian Institute, Dr. Ing. Hajszan 
presented IRE Chairman and former governor Univ. Prof. Dr. Franz 
Schausberger, the total expenditure of all 25 yearbooks from 1994 
to 2018. For the future possibilities of a joint cooperation between 
the Pannonian Institute and the Institute of the Regions of Europe 
(IRE) were discussed. The countries Slovenia, Croatia and Hungary 
are also priority countries for the IRE and many regional and local 
partners as well as science partners are part of the current network.

From left: IRE-Secretary General Joachim Fritz, Robert Hajszan, 
IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger, District Commissioner 
Hermann Prem

Flachgau students discussed with the „European Café“ with EU Special Advisor Schausberger

The Western Balkans are part of the common Europe!

The city café Schwaiger in Neumarkt was filled to 
the last seat on the 5th of November 2018. 70 pairs 
of eyes are looking forward to Franz Schausberger. 
He tells students from schools in the city of Neu-
markt what difficulties countries in the Western Bal-
kan Peninsula are facing on their way to the EU.

Franz Schausberger is Special Advisor of Enlargement Commissi-
oner Johannes Hahn, Chairman of the Institute of the Regions of 
Europe and Member of the EU Committee of the Regions. „Will the 
EU pay close attention to avoiding new problems in future acces-
sions and how can democracy be strengthened in the countries 
and the influence from the Middle East and the Far East be pushed 
back?“ The youths from Flachgau want to know.

Heavy heritage and foreign interests 
„The accession efforts of the six Western Balkan states have a hea-
vy historical legacy. Virtually no family is untouched by the war in 
Yugoslavia. Different ethnic and religious affiliations still divide so-
ciety“, Schausberger explains and lists the current main problems: 
extremely high youth unemployment and well-educated workers 
who are leaving, weak administration and corruption, some of 
which extends to the courts. „If Europe does not get involved, the-
re will be outside forces that cannot be in our favor. Saudi Arabia 
is building one mosque after another in the south of the formerly 
atheistically oriented Albania, and Turkey and China are also inve-
sting heavily“, warns the Special Advisor.

Western Balkans accessions earliest 2025
With Montenegro and Serbia, EU accession negotiations are the 
most advanced so far. An entry seems possible from 2025 at the 
earliest. Preliminary talks continue with Albania. Macedonia has 
not been renegotiated since granting candidate status in 2005 
because of the as yet unresolved name dispute with Greece. Bos-
nia-Herzegovina and Kosovo have submitted an application. Orga-
nized by the „Europe-Café“ Gritlind Kettl with her team from the 
EU Citizen Service and EuropeDirect Land Salzburg.

Students from Flachau discussed in Neumarkt at the Europa-
Café with Mayor Adi Rieger (l.), EU Special Representative Franz 
Schausberger and Gritlind Kettl from EuropeDirect (center)

APP „Paths to Silent 
Night“

State Exhibition, “200 Years Silent Night! Holy Night!“

A Song’s Message of Peace

Two hundred years ago, the village teacher, Franz Xa-
ver Gruber and the young priest, Joseph Mohr sang 
their song “Silent Night! Holy Night!” at the Christmas 
Eve Mass in Oberndorf. Today this song is inextricab-
ly tied to Christmas for millions of people worldwide. 
It stands for the desire for peace like no other song.

The state exhibition, “200 Years Silent Night! Holy 
Night!“ runs through February 3rd, and tells the sto-
ry of the songs’s creation and how it has touched 
peoples hearts. It tells of the life paths of its creators, 
Mohr and Gruber, the song’s message of peace, the 
commercial instrumentalization and the political ab-
use of the song as it became part of Nazi war pro-
paganda. However, during the First World War, the 
song contributed to short-term fraternization in the 
trenches of Ypern. 

The various aspects are mosaicly presented in se-
ven Salzburg locations: Oberndorf, Arnsdorf-Lam-
prechtshausen, City of Salzburg (Salzburg Museum), 
Hallein, Hintersee, Wagrain and Mariapfarr. Joining 
these are Hochburg-Ach (Upper Austria), the birth-
place of Franz Xaver Gruber, and the Tyrolean Ziller-

tal, where the worldwi-
de spread of the song 
began. 

Accompaning the ex-
hibitions are guided 
tours, art, and cultural 
projects. The APP “Paths 
to Silent Night” tells sto-
ries about the song and 
is especially appealing to young people.

A combined ticket for € 18,00 (discounted rate 
€ 12,00) is available for purchase in all museums, 
at Stille Nacht 2018 GmbH, and online at www.
landesausstellung2018.at. Each museum also of-
fers individual admissions at the applicable rate.

State Exhibition
“200 Years Silent Night! Holy Night!“ 
Through February 3, 2019
Core opening hours: Tue. – Sun. 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Extended opening hours vary for each museum.
Info-Hotline: +43 662 8042 2018

www.landesausstellung2018.at

FOCUS
IRE Network – Members & Cooperations

The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Vojvodi-
na is a business non-profit organization of economic 
entities. It represents the interests of its members 
who perform activities in the territory of Auto-
nomous Province of Vojvodina. 

The Chamber has 3 associations – Association for 
Agriculture, Industry and Services- all of which have 
boards of experts in different fields such as organic 
production, viticulture, metal industry and other. 

It is an institution for business meetings and overco-
ming problems in connection to the world of eco-
nomy.

The Chamber is associated with the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Serbia and other 19 regi-
onal chambers in Serbia through the unique cham-
ber system which enables business entities to work 
together towards strengthening the economic envi-
ronment.

Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Vojvodina
joines the IRE network

IRE-Advisory Board 
member Prof. Jovičić 
is new Ambassador 
for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to the 
United Nations, OSCE 
and IAEA in Vienna

Franz Schausberger 
with Ambassador 
Jugoslav Jovičić

IRE  is 
sponsored by

http://www.landesausstellung2018.at
http://www.landesausstellung2018.at
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SAVE THE DATE
8th IRE-Expert Conference

”Smart Regions“

Wednesday, 20th of February 2019
Cultural Center 

Hallwang/Salzburg, AT

SAVE THE DATE
15th Conference of European 

Regions and Cities
„Europe & Peace: 

1919 – 1989 – 2019“
06th – 08th of October 2019

Salzburg, AT

Since June 2005, the Institute of the Regions of Eu-
rope (IRE) has created the opportunity for young 
students from all over Europe (except third-member 
states) to spend a month at the interface between 
science and practice of European politics. You will be 
integrated into the work processes of the institute, 
given specific tasks and will write a scientific paper 
with a European political or regional policy focus, 
which will be published within the framework of the 
IRE publication monograph series. In this way you 
will gain experience in European regional policy, 
analyze political events and support us in the orga-
nization of international conferences.

You are accident insured and receive for your activi-
ty a pocket money of 200, - Euro. When travelling to 
conference events, the IRE pays for travel and accom-
modation. At the end of your activity, you present 
your scientific work and receive a certificate.

Requirements:
w Must be an undergraduate or have a recently 

completed a graduate degree (Bachelor, Master, 
PhD) in the field of politics, law, history, geogra-
phy, economics or European studies;

w Basic knowledge of the European Union and its 
institutions

Duties:
w Co-organization of international conferences at 

home and abroad;
w Make new contacts with regions and cities across 

Europe;
w Scientific activities, such as library construction 

and support, research and current topics;
w Writing a scientific paper on a topic of free choice in 

consultation with the chairman. This work is publis-
hed as part of the Institute’s series of publications

Internship at the Institute of the Regions of Europe – Science & Practice

Experience Europe!

Since the founding of the IRE in Salzburg, a total of 200 interns have worked at 
the Institute from the following countries: Bosnia-Herzegovina, Germany, Esto-
nia, France, Italy, Kosovo, Croatia, Macedonia, Moldova, Austria, Poland, Romania, 
Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Ukraine, Hungary, Brazil and the USA. 
The IRE offers internships for one month each at its headquarters in Salzburg 
(Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 58) in the period from January to December 2018.

Please send the application to the Secretary General Dr. Joachim Fritz: joachim.
fritz@institut-ire.eu

ClaudiaSchmidtEU

Our regions are our identity and consequently
the backbone of the European project.

Supporting them has to be
one of our top priorities!

Inserat CS_.indd   1 14.05.2018   14:35:42

Strategic Partner of 
the IRE
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The driving force.
More than in any other sector, Austria‘s industry created 
25,000 new jobs and generated 170 billion euros in value  
added in this year alone. Actions and data that prove once 
again: Austria‘s industry is the engine for growth, prosperity 
and employment.

Industry 
in Austria.

www.iv.at

We would like to express our sincerest appreciation 
for the trust you have placed in us over the past year and, above all, 

for your valued partnership and friendship. 

We look forward to working with you in the years to come 
and wish you all the in the year 2019.

In warm appreciation, we wish you a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Franz Schausberger and the IRE-Team

7th edition of the IRE Occasional 
Papers has been published

The new Occasional Papers, focusing on 
migration, cross-border regional coopera-
tion, decentralization and regionalization, 
has been published.

Albania: The Land of Migrating ‘Eagles’  by 
Migena Mersini

Kroatien, Bosnien-Herzegowina, Serbien: 
Jugendarbeitslosigkeit, Migration und 
Emigration by Helene Niksić

Landtagswahlen in Österreich 2018: Re-
levanz der Migration und Integration im 
Wahlkampf diverser Regionen by Maritje 
Weydemann

Decentralization and regionalization of 
Serbia from 2000 to 2015 and possible fu-
ture solutions by Nina Panić

Decentralisation Reform in Ukraine by 
Victoriia Nasibullina

Der Einfluss von Föderalismus und Unita-
rismus auf Unabhängigkeitsbewegungen 
am Beispiel von Spanien und Schweiz by 
Paul Schöppl

Die Euroregion ‚Pro Europa Viadrina‘ - Ein 
deutsch-polnisches Erfolgskonzept? by 
Laureen Krüger

Grenzregionale Kooperation der Europare-
gionen – Eine Analyse der regionalen As-
pekte mit Fokus auf die Europäische Union 
by Thomas Eisenhut 

Orders (7.00 € + shipping costs) are warm-
ly welcome: office@institut-ire.eu

IMPRESSUM Media owner and publisher: Institute of the Regions of Europe, A-5020 Salzburg, Nonntaler Hauptstraße 58, Tel.: +43/662/843288-0, Fax: +43/662/843288-5050, 
www.institut-ire.eu, office@institut-ire.eu   •   Editor and layout:  printmedia & pmverlag, 5020 Salzburg  •   Photos: IRE, Neumayr, Wikipedia   •    Photo Cover: IRE   •   Print: druck.
at, A2544 Leobersdorf
Insofar as this publication features only personal designations in their gender-specific forms, they relate – insofar as this can be considered with regard to the content – 
to men and women on equal terms.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/institut.ire 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Institut_IRE

Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/institut_ire

Linkedin: www.linkedin.com/company/
 institut-der-regionen-europas-ire-

You can find us on

COVER: Flachgau students discussed 
with the „European Café“    Photo: IRE
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PALFINGER.AG

READY FOR THE NEXT LEVEL.
As a global player, it is essential that PALFINGER stays inquisitive and keeps moving at all times.  
We are ready for the future, and investing in the future. This is why we created PALFINGER 21st,  
a new strategic pillar of digitalisation. We keep pace with the digital revolution through innovative  
thinking – developing and testing new ideas faster, applying those ideas to forward-looking  
business models and generating real added value for our customers.
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