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“There are gaps which need to be 
closed“

IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger opened the con-
ference in front of more than 85 participants from 
over eight European countries in Opatija, Croatia. 
Schausberger pointed out, that a Transport Associa-
tion Agreement with five Western Balkan countries 
was signed at the Western Balkans Conference in 
Trieste on 12th of June 2017, which is also of particu-
lar importance for Croatia. This will pave the way for 
infrastructure improvements and better transport 
services throughout the region, bringing new inve-

stors to the region and contributing to their econo-
mic growth. Finally, this treaty will help the countries 
of the Western Balkans to strengthen neighbourly re-
lations, in particular with Croatia, to promote cross-
border cooperation and, ultimately, to bring these 
countries closer to the European Union. Schausber-
ger informed that at the summit in Trieste seven new 
additional connectivity projects with a total invest-
ment of more than 500 million were decided. Thus, 
the total connectivity financing since 2015 for a total 
of 20 investment projects amounted more than 1.4 
billion euros.

IRE conference on cross-border transport, logistics solutions and 
distribution centers in the regions in Opatija, Croatia

Optimizing the distribution of 
goods in the regions

FOCUS
IRE-Expert Conference Logistics and Transport

From left: Paolo Dileno 
(Project Manager for 
EU-Transport Projects 
of the Central European 
Initiative in Trieste), 
Vera Aničić (Deputy 
Mayor of Opatija), Franz 
Schausberger, Zlatko 
Komadina (President 
of the Region Primorje-
Gorski Kotar) and H.E. 
Branko Baričević (Head 
of European Commis-
sion Representation in 
Croatia)

The Treaty of Lisbon marks a new stage in the process of 
creating an ever closer union among the peoples of Euro-
pe, in which decisions are taken as openly as possible and 
as closely as possible to citizens.

I very much welcome that the President of the Commis-
sion Jean-Claude Juncker announced on 13 September 
2017 that he would set up a Task Force on Subsidiarity, 
Proportionality and „Doing Less More Efficiently“ to take 
a critical look at all policy areas to make sure the Union 
focuses and attributes its limited resources in areas where 
the EU adds value.

The Task Force should make a report with recommenda-
tions to the President of the Commission on how the Euro-
pean Union could take better account of the principles of 
subsidiarity and proportionality, both with regard to the 
attribution and the exercise of its competences.

Karl-Heinz Lambertz

President of the European 
Committee of the 

Regions (CoR)

The countryside as area of the future: A tailor-made Master Plan

The first principle which must guide the EU is taking deci-
sions at the right level of government. This is an essential 
condition for the European project to successfully progress 
and win back the heart of citizens. Compliance with sub-
sidiarity allows power to be exercised at the closest level 
to citizens, and the European Committee of the Regions 
acts as the guarantor of this principle. The role and exper-
tise of local and regional authorities on the scrutiny of the 
EU legislation is vital and must be harnessed. This is why 
we warmly welcome the European Commission‘s decision 
to include three of our members in the new Task Force on 
Subsidiarity and Proportionality.

I know with certainty that the IRE is very committed to 
strengthening Europe‘s regions and communities. I wish 
the Institute and its Chairman Franz Schausberger, who 
has been a member of the Committee of the Regions for 
many years, much success in its bright future.

Increased cross-border trade and increased traffic in Europe present major challenges for regions and ci-
ties. The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) dedicated an expert conference on “Transport & Logistics 
– Optimization of the distribution of goods in the regions“ on 9th of November 2017 in Opatija, Croatia. 
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“ Enhanced cooperation and relations with the 
European Union in this field is of key importance. “
Zlatko Komadina, President of the Croatian region Primorje-Gorski Kotar

 From left: Ljudevit 
Krpan (Head of Depart-
ment of Development, 

Infrastructure and 
Project Management 

in Rijeka, Croatia), Lidi-
ja Šušak (Moderation), 

Georg Krauchenberg 
(Secretary General, 

Institute of the Danube 
Region and Central 

Europe – IDM, Austria) 
and Franz Glanz (Ma-

naging Director, Cargo 
Center Graz, Austria)
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From left: Norbert Wenzel 
(CEO, Wenzel Logistik GmbH, 
Austria), Damir Vukić (Ma-
naging Director, Rail Cargo 
Logistics, Croatia), Larry 
Ambrozich (Moderation), 
Beatriz Schönstein-Wippel 
(Project Manager for Logi-
stics and Transport, Austrian 
Economic Chamber), Zlatko 
Mičetić (Senior Advisor, Cro-
atian Chamber of Economy 
in Rijeka) and Roland Raith 
(Gebrüder Weiss Gesell-
schaft m.b.H Graz, Austria)

Paolo Dileno, Project 
Manager for EU-
Transport Projects of 
the Central European 
Initiative in Trieste

Helmut Adelsberger, 
CEO of InfraConceptA 

in Vienna, Austria
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Infrastructure as a sustainable 
investment

The infrastructure is crucial for Croatian tourism. It is 
important to modernize the way to Central Europe. 
The expansion of rail transport and the development 
of motorways (Rijeka-Zagreb-Wien-Budapest) play 
hence a decisive role in this. Collaboration with other 
ports is central to import and export. Increasing oce-
an traffic to the nearest port cities (Trieste, Koper, 
Rijeka), to the Black Sea and Baltic states is of immen-
se importance. The aim is to promote regional speci-
ficities and to extend transport corridors (including 
Corridor Five and Ten). Croatia is open to enhanced 
cooperation and relations with the European Union 
is of key importance to the Primorje-Gorski Kotar 
region, stressed Zlatko Komadina, President of the 
Croatian region Primorje-Gorski Kotar. The Deputy 
Mayor of Opatija, Vera Aničić, agreed that Opatija 
would not be so developed without its transport and 
that the consideration of the regions in the transport 
industry is a necessity.

The European way leads into the 
rural regions

Branko Baričević, Head of the Representation of the 
European Commission in Croatia, stressed in parti-
cular the importance of cross-border cooperation 
and the transport corridors of individual countries in 
order to maintain competitiveness in the European 
Union. He also referred to the „clean“ transport to 
maintain the high standard.

EU projects are powerful tools to address the challen-
ges, priorities and needs of the CEI Member States, 
underlined Paulo Dileno, CEI-Project Manager for 
EU-Transport Projects in Trieste, Italy. Since 2004, the 
CEI Secretariat has implemented 29 projects with a 
total value of about 53 million euros, in fields such as 
transport, energy, research & innovation and culture. 
Currently, 14 projects are under implementation, 
with a total value of 24 million EUR. These are mainly 
funded by INTERREG programmes and largely focus 
on transport issues. Furthermore, Dileno referred to 
the project ACROSSEE, led by CEI between 2012 and 
2014, focused on enhancing the accessibility and 
overall efficiency of the South East European trans-
port network. ACROSSEE supported the definition 
of a transport model for the entire area, as well as 
an Action Plan for Border Crossing Points and bot-
tlenecks. As a follow-up of ACROSSEE, the project 
ADRIPASS will start next January. In addition, Dileno 
pointed out to another project called CONNECT2CE, 
which focuses on improving multimodal passenger 
transport in border regions.

Cross-border opportunities –
Port Rijeka can gain international 
importance

In order to facilitate cross-border development, in-
vestments in the development of Mediterranean 
corridors, in ports and in rail transport are of great 
benefit. The EU supports these investments, said 
Igor Radić, Advisor to the Minister of Sea, Transport 
and Infrastructure in Croatia. Although the port of 
Rijeka is currently of relatively low international im-
portance, it may increase in the future if there is a 
large-scale shift of global freight flows to the Medi-
terranean, if the port itself is modernized, logistics 
improved and if hinterland connections are enhan-
ced, highlighted Helmut Adelsberger, CEO of Infra-
ConceptA in Vienna, Austria.

The planning of cross-border traffic and transport 
chain still requires  faster implementation on what 

is agreed on the political level, emphasized Matjaž 
Vrčko, representative of the Slovenian Ministry of In-
frastructure. In addition, he referred to the use of exi-
sting infrastructures and their modernization before 
new large investments are made. Therefore, trans-
parency among the Western Balkans, the EU Mem-
ber States and the European Commission is needed 
to ensure a legal base. The European Commission 
strongly supports the South-East European (SEE) 
Network, with core corridors to the Western Balkans 
which are inevitable, Vrčko further supplemented.

Logistics industry is undergoing 
structural change

Transport and logistics are decisive development 
and competitive factors of economic areas, ex-
plained Beatriz Schönstein-Wippel, Project Mana-
ger in the Transport and Logistics Industry of the 
Foreign Trade Austria of the Austrian Economic 
Chamber. The logistics industry has changed struc-
turally, and partnerships between regional and inter-
national logistics providers within supply and value 
chains are becoming increasingly significant. This is 
essential in order to survive in global competition. 
The global, steady expansion of infrastructures and 
capacities such as traffic routes, logistics terminals, 
ports, Internet etc., is urgently needed. For examp-
le, only half of the demand for railway infrastructure 
between the EU and China is met. Here, the com-
pression and adaptation to multimodal transport 
and transport concepts is increasingly substantial, 
taking into account ecological considerations. Green 
Logistics aims to reduce the environmental impact 
and sustainability of the entire process.

 

Transport corridors as a bridge to 
the EU

The Croatian Chamber of Economy has a particular 
focus on transport and logistics domain, with the 
city of Rijeka inter alia being an important transport 

hub. Rijeka is home to the largest Croatian port and 
its traffic corridors are of great importance to Cro-
atia and the EU as it connects two major European 
territories with the rest of the world. Because of its 
size and importance, it has been designated a port 
of special international and economic interest to the 
Republic of Croatia, said Zlatko Mičetić, Senior Ad-
visor to the Croatian Chamber of Economy in Rijeka. 
The Chamber recognizes the need for a modern lo-
gistic solution for the transport sector and has deve-
loped a project entitled “Digitalization of intermodal 
and multimodal transport of goods and passengers“. 
The project, presented at the ASCAME conference in 
Barcelona this June, was submitted to the Adriatic & 
Ionian Initiative as a key development project for the 
region.

In order to develop, above all, investments are nee-
ded, emphasized Damir Vukić, Managing Director of 
Rail Cargo Logistics in Croatia, and mainly referred to 
the port Koper, which is not able to cope everything, 
why the port Rijeka should be improved. Further-
more, railways should be able to transport more and 
heavier goods. In order to boost tourism throughout 
Croatia, functioning highways are the most impor-
tant instrument. However, in order to grant this, 
Roland Raith from the Gebrüder Weiss Gesellschaft 
m.b.H in Graz, Austria, emphasized the importance 
of cooperation between the regions. In addition, 
Norbert Wenzel, CEO of Wenzel Logistik GmbH in 
Austria added, that political participation and colla-
boration are indispensable.

“ Cooperation between the regions as well as 
political participation and collaboration are 
indispensable.“ 
Roland Raith, Gebrüder Weiss Gesellschaft m.b.H in Graz, Austria and
Norbert Wenzel, CEO of Wenzel Logistik GmbH in Austria
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From left: Matjaž 
Vrčko (Representative, 
Slovenian Ministry for 
Infrastructure), Larry 
Ambrozich (Moderati-
on), Helmut Adelsber-
ger (CEO, InfraConcep-
tA, Austria) and  Igor 
Radić (Advisor to the 
Minister, Ministry of 
Sea, Transport and 
Infrastructure, Croatia

“ A central transshipment point is crucial 
to drastically shortenthe long waiting times. 
Centers must therefore necessarily network.“ 
Franz Glanz, Managing Director of the Cargo Center Graz in Austria
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Transport systems must be 
considered pan-European

If you look at the whole of Europe, you have to see 
EU policy as a whole space. The faster goods are 
transported, the more profitable it is. The merger of 
the various areas in Europe is hence an important 
cornerstone, among other things, to get financing 
from the EU, said Georg Krauchenberg, Managing 
Director of the Institute for the Danube Region and 
Central Europe (IDM).

Looking at Croatia, the existing transport system is 
not adapted to intermodal transport, emphasized 
Ljudevit Krpan, Head of Department of Develop-
ment, Infrastructure and Project Management in 
Rijeka, Croatia. Therefore, clear policy, regulations, 
logistics centers, industrial terminals, better con-
tainerization of goods and transshipment stations 
at railway stations are necessary improvements to 
build and modernize the transport infrastructure 
within the intermodal transport system. The key ele-
ment that determines the competitiveness of indivi-
dual ports within Europe is the reliability of the ser-
vice and transport links with the hinterland, i.e. the 
connection and integration with the network of the 
main European transport corridors. The implementa-
tion of the alternative scenario depends on invest-

ments in port and transport infrastructure.

Europe is connected and the infrastructure of Croa-
tia needs to cooperate with partner countries. Above 
all, it is important that there is no competition bet-
ween Rijeka and companies in Zagreb. The require-
ments of various cities, such as Zagreb, to connect 
to the traffic corridor are given and offer many op-
portunities. Subsequently, a central transshipment 
point of goods is crucial to drastically shorten, 
among other things, the long waiting times. Cen-
ters must therefore necessarily network, pointed out 
Franz Glanz, Managing Director of the Cargo Center 
Graz in Austria.

Conference 
partners:

Matjaž Vrčko, Repre-
sentative, Slovenian 
Ministry for Infrastruc-
ture

FOCUS
IRE-Expert Conference Logistics and Transport
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Novo Mesto: Center for 
Historical Heritage, Industry and Sport
The development of the successful economy and the ex-
port – for example in the automotive and pharmaceutical 
industries – the development of public transport, tou-
rism in the field of industrial heritage, archaeology, sport 
as well as an ambitious Roma project are the focus of the 
Slovenian municipal politics of the City of Novo Mesto. 
Mayor Gregor Macedoni explained this on the occasion 
of a visit by IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger and IRE 
Board of Trustees Member Bernd Petrisch to the regional 
center in the southeast of Slovenia on 10th of November 
2017. 

Novo Mesto has a significant historical heritage, beautiful 
historic buildings that require extensive refurbishment. 
Currently, the historic town square is being extensively 
renovated. In addition to the natural landscape in the 
area, the important archaeological finds from the Hall-
stadt period, the location on the Amber Road, the historic 
industrial heritage, the various sports facilities are parti-
cularly suitable for the development of tourism. However, 
suitable hotels and restaurants are still missing, said the 
mayor. Work is being done on a comprehensive mobility 
concept that includes a parking system, car-sharing and 
public transport on demand. The city also aims to set up 
private faculties in the fields of information technology, 
industrial engineering and health.
The two representatives of the IRE and the mayor of Novo 
Mesto have agreed to work together again in those areas 
where the IRE has been successful in the past and can es-
tablish contacts with other cities.

From left: Tomaž Smole (Deputy Major of Ivančna 
Gorica), Franz Schausberger (IRE-Chairman), Peter 
Verlič (Mayor of Grosuplje), Dušan Hočevar (Munici-
pal Director of Grosuplje) and Janez Pirc (Municipal 
Director of Trebnje)

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger, together with Board of Tru-
stees Member Bernd Petrisch and the IRE-team, visited the Inter-
Municipal Development Center in Grosuplje on 8th of November 
2017. In addition to the mayor of the municipality Peter Verlič and 
the municipal director Dušan Hočevar, the deputy mayor of the 
municipality Ivančna Gorica, Tomaž Smole and the municipal di-
rector of the municipality Trebnje, Janez Pirc, participated in the 
meeting.
Schausberger emphasized that the EU provides support programs 
for cross-community cooperation. He sees the best opportunities 

IRE visits the Inter-Municipal Development Center (IDC) in Grosuplje

From left: Franz Schausberger (IRE-Chairman), Gregor 
Macedoni (Mayor of Novo Mesto) and Bernd Petrisch 
(IRE-Board of Trustees Member)

PPP Investment Ltd. was established with the aim of applying 
knowledge and experience from the public sector to development 
of the public-private partnership model. Our wish is that private 
investments find places in solving public sector investment pro-
blems.

The core business is consulting, development and management 
of any investment projects especially the preparation of projects 
under the public-private partnership and the ESCO model.

Through our experience, knowledge, positive contact with effort 
and energy, we have achieved results that we are proud of. We in-
fluence on raising of public sector awareness, transfer knowledge 
and experience to the private and public sector about PPP and 
promote PPP model.

Our team consists of experts from the fields of law, economics and 
finance, political science, engineering, etc.

We provide following services in the field of investment pro-
jects, especially PPP projects:
w Cost-benefit analysis;
w Preparation of project proposals;
w Consulting during public procurement procedure;
w Monitoring of contracted projects;
w Evaluation of completed projects.

New IRE-member from Belgrade

About PPP Investment Ltd
We are especially proud of our role:

w In preparation, development and implementation in the field 
of energy efficiency-public lighting in the Municipalities of Ada, 
Zabalj, Petrovac na Mlavi, Krusevac, Nova Crnja;

w In preparation and development of the local road network 
maintenance project in the City of Zrenjanin; 

w In preparation and development a project in the field of envi-
ronmental protection-waste management (primary selection, 
collection, transportation and disposal) in the municipality of 
Ada; 

w In preparation and development a health care project – pro-
viding dialysis in two General hospitals in Serbia (Vrbas and 
Pancevo). 

Positive examples from practice in a very short time have proved 
that the gap between the public and private sectors in this field is 
bridging and that synergy can lead to good results. Our mission is 
to accelerate this relationship as before, and we are convinced that 
we will continue to be successful.

for application in the EU in terms of cultural heritage and projects 
related to nature, as these features should be highlighted in all 
three communities. The theme of the former railway line Ljubljana-
Kočevje and the archaeological site Magdalenska Gora also came 
up. 
The IRE member regions Grosuplje and Trebnje joined together a 
little over a year ago with the neighboring municipality Ivančna 
Gorica to found the Inter-Municipal Development Center (IDC). 
The aim of this cooperation is to apply for various European subsi-
dies as promoters in order to guarantee sustainable development.

We are where you are.

We are at home in your markets. With our own locations, 
where we personally help you attain your goals. With 
one of the most efficient logistics networks in the world. 
And with the claim which has driven us for more than 
500 years: Service Excellence. Where can we help you? 
www.gw-world.com
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The European Commission announced on the 28th of November 
2017, that it is helping Romania to improve its road and water in-
frastructure in providing the state a total of 252 million Euros.176 
Million Euros, provided by the Cohesion Fund, will be invested 
in water management and distribution infrastructure in Vrancea 
county’s urban areas. This will result in access to drinking water for 
66,500 inhabitants and wastewater treatment systems for more 
than 57,000 inhabitants. The EU provided Romania at the begin-
ning of November with 17 million euro to improve the access to 
drinking water. This included the Suceava county (City of Suceava 
is in the IRE-Network), Constanta, Ialomita and Gorj.
76 million euro from the European Regional Development Fund 
will be provided for the works of the national road E79, which con-
nects Romania with Bulgaria, Greece and Hungary. The works will 
be carried out at sections of the road linking the cities of Deva, in 
the historical region of Transylvania in central Romania, and Ora-
dea, at the border with Hungary. “The road passes through the 

Romania received 252 Million Euros from the EU 

Major investments in the IRE member regions Arad and Suceava

IRE Board of Trustees Member moves into the 
European Parliament

On 29th of November 2017, IRE-Board of Trustees 
Member Lukas Mandl was commended as an Mem-
ber of the European parliament (MEP). Elisabeth 
Köstinger, who has been a member of the House of 
Representatives since 2009, left the European Parlia-
ment due to her new position as ÖVP General Secre-
tary and President of the Austrian National Council. 
She was succeeded by the Lower Austrian Member 
of Parliament Mandl, who demands less centralism 

counties of Hunedoara, Arad (in the IRE-network) and Bihor, before 
connecting with Bors town, which will generate greater economic 
development and will stimulate employment and regional deve-
lopment in these counties,“ Corina Cretu, European Commissioner 
for regional policy, stated.
Source: www.seenews.com

Future of Europe: “Doing less more efficiently”

On the 14th of November 2017 European Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker has officially established the ‚Task Force 
on Subsidiarity, Proportionality’. The Task Force will report to the 
President by 15th of July 2018, making recommendations on how 
to better apply the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality, 
identifying policy areas where work could be re-delegated or defi-
nitely returned to Member States, as well as ways to better involve 
regional and local authorities in EU policy making and delivery.

President Juncker announced the creation of the Task Force in his 
State of the Union address, on 13th September, saying: „This Com-
mission has sought to be big on big issues and small on the small 
ones and has done so. To finish the work we started, I am setting up 
a Subsidiarity and Proportionality Task Force to take a very critical 
look at all policy areas to make sure we are only acting where the 
EU adds value.“

The Task Force will start its work on 1st of January 2018, and it will 
be chaired by Frans Timmermans, Commission First Vice-Presi-
dent in charge of Better Regulation, Interinstitutional Relations, 
the Rule of Law and the Charter of Fundamental Rights. It will be 
composed of 9 additional members, with 3 members from natio-
nal Parliaments, 3 from the European Parliament and 3 from the 
Committee of the Regions.

The White Paper on the Future of presents under which the Euro-
pean Union should step up its work in certain fields while stop-
ping to act or doing less in domains where it is perceived as having 
more limited added value, or as being unable to deliver on its pro-
mises. The President of the European Committee of the Regions 
(CoR), Karl-Heinz Lambertz, has welcomed the launch of the Task 
Force on Subsidiary and Proportionality. 

Source: www.cor.europa.eu and European Commission - Press Release (14th of 
November 2017)

at the European level. In March 2017, Mandl ancho-
red the IRE event "Centralism means less democracy" 
and noted that the federal structure of Austria, with 
its strong federal states, is still a rarity in Europe and 
there is no common definition of the term "region" in 
the EU. Each state defines the size and competences 
of its regions. Strengthening regions does not mean 
questioning the nation state.

Source: www.diepresse.com 

The President 
of Arad County, 
Iustin Cionca, 
and Franz 
Schausberger

MEP Lukas Mandl
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21st Meeting of the Western Balkan Working Group of the CoR

Agreed common strategies are required for funding from IPA II.

On 25th of October 2017, the 21st session of the CoR-Working Group on the We-
stern Balkans took place in East Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the Admi-
nistrative Center of the Government of the Republika Srpska. Under the chair of 
Franz Schausberger, following the opening session, the topics “The involvement 
of local and regional authorities in cross-border cooperation projects and the IPA 
II funds“ and “Economic cooperation between local authorities in the two entities 
of BIH“ were discussed by high-ranking political representatives of the regional 
and local level and experts.

In her rendition, the RS Minister of Administration and Local Self-Government Le-
jla Rešić spoke about the commitment of the Government of the Republic of 
Srpska to European integration and role of the local self-government units. 
According to her, the Republic of Srpska also recognizes the irreplaceability of 
local authorities and local self-government units in the system of governance of a 
modern state. Head of the EU Delegation and EU Representative in BiH Lars-Gun-
nar Wigemark underscored that BiH had to be in focus of the European Union. 
Due to that, it deserved to become an EU member together with other countries 
of the region, because of its key position for the stability of the Western Balkans. 
Assistant minister for European integration at the Ministry of Economic Relations 
and Regional Cooperation of the Republic of Srpska,  Radmila Dragišić,  spoke 
about the need for a consistent application of the coordination mechanism in 
the process of European integration in BiH. Additionally, she pointed out the ne-

Franz Schausberger had a detailed discus-
sion with Ms. Borjana Krišto, Chairwoman of 
the House of Representatives and Mr. Bariša 
Čolak, Chairman of the House of Peoples of 
the Federation BiH about the reform of the 
election law.

From right:  Lejla Rešić, 
Minister for Admini-
stration and Local Self-
governance, Republika 
Srpska, Ljubiša Ćosić, 
Mayor of East New 
Sarajevo and President 
of the Association of 
Local Authorities of Re-
publika Srpska, Vesna 
Travljanin, Director at 
Association of Muni-
cipalities and Cities of 
the Federation of BiH.

Members of the Working Group Western Bal-
kans of the European Committee of the Regi-
ons at the conference in East New Sarajevo.

cessity for a balanced EU financial support to various 
levels of government. Several mayors also took part 
in the meeting of the Working Group on the We-
stern Balkans, including Luka Petrović from Trebin-
je, Milenko Đaković  from Prijedor, Mićo Mićić from 
Bijeljina,  Mato Zovko from  Žepče and  Ljubo 
Bešlić from Mostar. 

Many mayors shared their experiences and pro-
blems with IPA II. It was generally felt that local 
administrations should be more actively involved 
in programming cross-border projects. It was also 
desired that the communities should have more op-
portunities to share their experiences with commu-
nities in other countries in order to avoid mistakes 
already made. This also applies to cross-border co-
operation, which should be intensified. It was also 
regretted that no meetings of the Steering Group for 
IPA II are taking place within BiH. Head of EU Dele-
gation Ambassador Lars-Gunnar Wigemark pointed 
to the importance of the coordination mechanism as 
a basis for common strategies (such as agriculture, 
transport, infrastructure, environmental protection). 
Without these common strategies, there can be no 
support from IPA II.

During the two-day meeting in  Istočno Sarajevo, 
the Western Balkans Working group also paid a visit 
to the Rectorate of the University of Istočno Sarajevo 
where they exchanged knowledge and experience 
on the EU and the „EU exchanging  programs“ with 
students.  The Vice-Rector for International Coope-
ration and Quality Assurance at the University of 
Istočno Sarajevo, Dejan Bokonjić, stressed the im-
portance of this visit in adding that the University 
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On 5 December IRE-president Franz Schausberger met Lutfi Haziri, 
Mayor of Gjilan, Kosovo. Mr. Haziri informed about his initiative to 

create a transborder municipal cooperation project between the cities 
Kumanovo (Macedonia), Trgovište (Serbia), Preševo (Serbia) and Gjilan 

(Kosovo). This cooperation should lead to a transborder micro region.

The difficult issue of the reform of the electoral law of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina was the focus of a conversation between Deputy Foreign Minister 
Josip Brkic and Franz Schausberger, Chairman of the Western Balkans 
Working Group of the European Committee of the Regions, in Brussels on 
5 December. BiH will hold elections at all levels in October 2018. Until then, 
the election law has to be changed according to the constitution of BiH.

sees a great chance  for its activities in cooperation 
with the local community and economy.

The Working Group (WG) on the Western Balkans 
was created in 2006. One of the key objectives of the 
working group is to provide effective political inputs 
for the European CoR‘s overall consultative work. Re-
garding enlargement policy, the group‘s members 
debate with the CoR rapporteur on the European 
Commission‘s annual “Enlargement Package“. These 
views contribute to the CoR internal political debate. 
Furthermore, the group members foster permanent 
dialogue with political representatives from Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo, and observe 
the reform process in these countries, and in parti-
cular the specific reforms related to decentralisation 
and the negotiation of chapters related to local/regi-
onal authorities.
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WIRTSCHAFT 
IN BLAU-GELB.

Das ist unser Weg.

Die Richtung stimmt, die Zahlen auch: Durch 
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EU action for digital rural areas is urgently needed as a measure against rural depopulation 

As easy as possible access to subsidies required

In the context of an opinion on “New Perspectives for Rural Areas 
through Digital Villages“, Schausberger also called for a simplifica-
tion of the application for European funding, as there are only few 
projects in the ongoing Rural Development Program due to the 
complex nature of the requirements are able to reach a full grant 
application. In particular, access to finance for smaller, innovative 
projects that can be used at the local level should be debureau-
cratised.

Access to strong Internet should be declared as a service of public 
interest at EU level, hence the ICT infrastructure is a crucial factor 
for the development potential of the regions.

Pierre Moscovici, EU-Commissioner for Economic and Financial 
Affairs, Taxation and Customs spoke at the CoR plenary session. 
“The euro area is now enjoying strong growth, but it still suffers 
from persistent economic and social divergences. These are 
unsustainable and risk fuelling political divisions. Our goal is 
not to build a transfer union, but a convergence union – one 
which more effectively marries responsibility and solidarity, 
risk sharing and risk reduction. I am convinced that these are 
two sides of the same coin“, Commissioner Moscovici said. CoR 
members underlined, that the reform of the Economic and 
Monetary Union should enable local and regional authorities to 
invest in Europe‘s future.

During a debate with the EU‘s Commissioner for Competition, 
Margrethe Vestager, members of the CoR urged that rules allow 

local and regional authorities address social and economic 
challenges without being considered state aid. “Our role is to 

ensure that the European market is kept open and fair. And we 
need to make sure that citizens and entrepreneurs who have 

bright ideas are not kept out of the market by companies who 
receive state aid“, the Commissioner said.

Tanya Hristova, Head of Bulgarian Delegation in CoR and Mayor 
of Gabrovo, reported about the priorities of the Bulgarian EU 
Presidency from 1st January to 30th June 2018. The focus would 
be on compromises in areas such as migration, the future of 
cohesion policy, as well as moving forward with the digital 
single market.

An own EU action for digital villages or digital rural 
areas is very much welcomed, in order to perma-
nently revive the rural areas as place of living and 
work or to get the pan-European problem of the 
rural exodus under control, explained the Salzburg 
representative Franz Schausberger in the recent 
plenary session of the European Committee of the 
Regions in Brussels.

To meet the goal of the EU‘s Digital Agenda – across Europe, espe-
cially in rural and remote areas – connections faster than 30MB/s 
by 2020 need to be offered that the still large differences between 
urban and rural areas are compensated.



The local elections in Denmark

Local and regional optimism for Social 
Democrats
 
On 21st of November 2017, Denmark elected 
a total of 98 municipal councils and five regi-
onal councils. More than 11,000 candidates 
contested for 2,432 seats in the municipal 
council and for 205 seats in the regional 
councils for the term of office 2018-21. The 
turnout was 70.8 percent. The previous elec-
tions took place in 2013.

The Liberal Party (Venstre) of Prime Minister 
Lars Lokke Rasmussen suffered heavy los-
ses. The center-right Liberal Party received 
23.1 percent of the vote, 3.5 percentage 
points (-79 seats) less than in 2013, which resulted in a reduction 
from 767 to 688 seats. The Social Democrats (Socialdemokrater-
ne) gained 2.95 percentage points (+69 seats) and came to 32.45 
percent. Thus, the party won the leadership in four of the five Da-
nish regions and in 50 of the 98 municipalities. The party remains 
strongest in major cities in and around Copenhagen. Subsequent-
ly, Frank Jensen will continue to serve as mayor of Copenhagen. 
Furthermore, in the city of Aarhus the Social Democrat mayor Ja-
cob Bundsgaard was re-elected. Coalition talks are still ongoing in 
some municipalities.

The Danish People‘s Party (Dansk Folkeparti) fell by 1.7 percentage 
points (-17 seats) to 8.8 percent, in contrast to some pre-election 
forecasts. In Copenhagen, the poor result for the DF means the 
party loses its vice-mayor mandate. 

Source: www.usnews.com and www.thelocal.dk
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The regional elections in Slovakia

Victory of the Conservatives and Liberals
 
On Saturday, 4th of November 2017, a total of 4.4 milli-
on voters in the eight regions of Slovakia were eligible to 
vote for the regional parliaments. At the same time, the 
eight regional presidents were elected by direct election. 
The Social Democratic Smer (direction) of the Slovak Prime Mini-
ster Robert Fico has suffered a severe setback in the regional elec-
tions. According to the preliminary final result, Smer lost four out 
of six regional presidents. The main loser is extremist leader Mari-
an Kotleba, who lost his post as president of the Banska Bystrica 
region. Against Kotleba and two other parliamentarians is being 
investigated for extremism allegations, and steps were taken to 
ban the party. Worse than for Kotleba it ran for his party. The party 
moves into two out of eight regional parliaments, with only one 
representative each. At the national elections a year and a half ago, 
the party came to eight percent.

With the voter’s outcome, the Social Democrats have lost 
their dominant position at the regional level. So far, they had 
ruled in six out of eight regions, in future only in the western 
Slovak region of Trencin and the adjacent region of Nitra. 
The right-wing extremist “People‘s Party – Our Slovakia“ (LSNS) is 
also among the losers in the polls. In the 2013 regional elections, 
they surprisingly won the post of regional president in Banska By-
strica, the largest region in the country, with low voter turnout. The 
LSNS was also able to establish itself at the national level and in 
2016 also joined the national parliament with 14 mandates.

Kotleba was clearly voted out in Bystrica, he came only to 23 per-
cent of the vote. The non-party entrepreneur Jan Lunter, who had 
united a common front of democratic forces, outclassed the in-
cumbent by over 20 percentage points. Even in the neighbouring 
region of Nitra, where a success of the LSNS Vice President Milan 
Uhrik was feared, the revolution failed to appear. Uhrik only got 15 
percent of the vote.

The clear winner of the regional election is the right-wing conser-
vative and neo-liberal opposition of Slovakia, who were given little 
chance of success before the poll. Since the introduction of the 
eight regional administrative circuits in Slovakia over 16 years ago, 
the party has never ruled more than two regions, now it will be five. 

 Frank Jensen, re-
elected mayor of 
Copenhagen
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In the Bratislava district, surprisingly, Juraj Droba prevailed over 
neoliberal and Eurosceptic freedom and solidarity party (SaS). The 
favored nonpartisan ex-mayor of the capital, Milan Ftacnik, also 
supported by the Smer, landed only in third place.

 
Ing. Erika Jurinová becomes the first regional president 
in Slovakia 

Candidates of the opposition „ordinary people“ (Olano) won high-
ly in the regions of Zilina and Trnava. Erika Jurinova (Olano, SaS 
and KDH) defeated Smer vice-president Juraj Blanar in Zilina by 
14 percentage points, which will also give Slovakia the first female 
regional presidency. In Trnava, Olano candidate Jozef Viskupic 
defeated the joint candidate of the Smer and the nationalist SNS, 
Tibor Mikuš, by twelve percentage points.

The surprises of the election were the East Slovak circles Presov 

and Kosice. In Presov, the Christian Democrat mayor Milan Ma-
jersky prevailed against nominated by the sumer incumbent Peter 
Chudik, who had been continuously in office since 2001. Extreme-
ly exciting was the counting of votes in the district of Kosice, where 
the acting mayor of the regional capital Kosice (Kaschau), Richard 
Rasi (Smer), was beaten by the opposition candidate Rastislav Trn-
ka by not even 0.6 percentage points.

Surprisingly positive was the unusually high turnout of almost 
30 percent, nearly ten percentage points more than in the 2013 
regional election. Many Slovaks are now aware that the regional 
administration plays a not insignificant role in their daily lives. This 
year, a total budget of 1.25 billion euros is available to the regi-
ons. Among other things, the regions manage a road network of 
around 14,000 kilometers and decide on the financing of school, 
health, cultural and social services in their area.

Source: APA (AFP) and www.wikipedia.org

Banska Bystrica
Ján Lunter, impartially 
(formerly: Marian Kotleba, 
LSNS, right-wing)

Bratislava
Juraj Droba, SaS (formerly: 
Milan Ftáčnik, indepen-
dent/left)

Prešov
Milan Majerský, KDH (for-
merly: Peter Chudik, Smer)

Košice
Rastislav Trnka, inde-
pendent/Olano (formerly: 
Zdenko Trebuľa, Smer)

Nitra
Milan Belica, Indep. /Smer 
(formerly: Milan Belica, 
Indep./ Smer)

Trencin
Jaroslav Baška, Smer 
(formerly: Jaroslav Baška, 
Smer)

Zilina
Erika Jurinova, Olano (for-
merly: Juraj Blanár, Smer)

Trnava
Jozef Viskupič, Olano (for-
merly: Tibor Mikuš, ND)

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

The new regional presidents of Slovakia:
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Local Elections in Macedonia

Ruling Parties Victory in Macedonia
 
The 6th local elections were 
held on the 15th and 29th of 
October 2017 in the Re-
public of Macedonia since 
the independence. More 
than 1.8 million voters 
elected mayors and mem-
bers of 80 municipalities.  
Turnout was almost 60 
percent in the first round 
and nearly 52 percent in 
the second. Only 45 muni-
cipalities elected a mayor 
in the first round, and 35 
had to vote again on Octo-
ber 29th.

Macedonia’s ruling Social 
Democrats (SDSM) and 
their coalition partners, 
the Albanian Democra-
tic Union for Integration 
(DUI), sealed their lo-
cal election victory. The 
SDSM, led by Prime Minister Zoran Zaev, won in 39 municipalities 
in the first round and in 18 municipalities in the second round. To-
gether the party now controls in total 57 out of 81 municipalities in 
the Republic, such as in Stip and in three municipalities (Gazi Baba, 
Kisela Voda and Butel) of Skopje. In 11 municipalities the DUI party 
managed to maintain its dominance, such as in Tetovo and Struga.

Nikola Gruevski’s  Internal Macedonian Revolutionary  Organi-
zation-Democratic  Party for Macedonian National Unity (VMRO-
DPMNE) won in both rounds only five out of 80 mayoral posts 
throughout the country and hence suffered a crushing defeat. The 
BESA movement (won in one municipality) forged together with 
the Alliance of Al-
banians (won in 
three municipali-
ties) after the first 
round of the elec-
tion an alliance. 
The Turkish party 
secured two com-
munes and three 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
went to indepen-
dent candidates.  

Source: www.balka-
ninsight.com, www.
sofiaglobe.com, www.
aa.com.tr and www.
wikipedia.org

Hahn to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia:

“There is progress, but much remains to be done“

The EU will continue to support the Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia in its reform process. Johannes Hahn, Commis-
sioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement 
Negotiations, visited Skopje on 20th of November 2017, where 
he met with representatives from politics, civil society, science 
and culture.

Ahead of his visit Hahn stated: “We want to support to carry 
out necessary reforms to make EU membership possible. The-
re has been progress, but there is still a lot to do. These inclu-
de concrete steps towards the independence of the judiciary, 
the reform of the intelligence services and a professional and 
performance-oriented public administration. We have seen 
progress, but the political authorities from both the Govern-
ment and the opposition need to continue to deliver on the 
implementation of the Przino agreement and the Urgent Re-
form Priorities.”

The Commissioner launched the new campaign on Human 
Resources ‘We believe in You, We invest in You, EU for You‘ 
which supports employment, education and social inclusion.

Source: European Commission – Daily News (20th of November 2017)
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The local elections in Sicily

Sicilian mood test before parliamentary election
 
In the regional elections on 5th of November 2017 in Sicily, a nar-
row victory of the center-right camp emerged. 4.6 million eligible 
Sicilian voters elected a new parliament and a regional president 
for the autonomous region. The voter turnout was with 48 percent 
below expectations.

Five candidates striving for the post as the Regional President. 
Nello Musumeci of the center-right party (Coalizione di Centro-
destra, alliance of Berlusconi‘s „Forza Italia“, „Lega Nord“, and right-
wing party „Fratelli d‘Italia“) is with 38 percent ahead of its compe-
titor of the Euro-critical five-star movement (Movimento 5 digits), 
Giancarlo Cancelleri, who scored 36 percent of the vote.

 
The center-left candidate, Fabrizio Micari (Coalizione di Centrosi-
nistra), has to content himself with 18 percent of the votes. The 
anti-mafia politician and left-wing candidate Claudio Fava (Coali-
zione di Sinistra) came to seven percent of the vote.

Source: www.derstandard.at, www.usnews.com, www.rainews.it and www.
nachrichten.at

IRE  is 
sponsored by

Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Euro-
pean Neighbourhood Policy and Enlarge-
ment Negotiations,

*As at Sept. 30, 2016

EVN pursues a stable dividend policy on the 
basis of its solid earnings. The current dividend 
yield of 4.0%* speaks for itself. You can read 
about our business performance on our Website 
at www.investor.evn.at. At the same time, you 
will see that we fulfil our ecological and social 
responsibility. 

Good Investment.
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Christine Maislinger, 
Privatkundenberaterin

Volksbank Salzburg. Ihre Regionalbank. Verlässlich. Bodenständig. Sicher.

Testen Sie das persönliche Service und die regionale 
Kompetenz der Volksbank Salzburg ein Jahr gratis* (In-
ternet- und Mobile-Banking inklusive). Den Bankwechsel 
erledigen wir für Sie.
www.volksbanksalzburg.at/kontofi nder

Volksbank testen – gerne bleiben!

1 Jahr 
gratis 

testen! 

*  Privat-Girokonto „VBS-Klassik, -Direkt, -Komfort oder 
-Exklusiv” ein Jahr gebührenfrei (ausgenommen fremde 
Spesen). Angebot freibleibend.

EU regional policy must continue beyond 2020

IRE President Franz Schausberger hold the 
main speech, stressing that EU regional 
policy is aimed in all regions and cities of 
the European Union, to promote job crea-
tion, business competitiveness, economic 
growth, sustainable development and 
quality of life.

More than € 350 billion – around one 
third of the total EU budget – is earmar-
ked for cohesion policy over the period 
2014-2020. These include the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the 
Cohesion Fund and the European Social 
Fund (ESF).

Although, EU funding will be lost as a re-
sult of Brexit, cohesion policy must con-
tinue unrestrictedly beyond 2020. The 
rising costs of the EU caused by migration 
should not under any circumstances be fi-
nanced by cuts in cohesion, Schausberger 
said.

President Konrad 
Schupfner, Franz 
Schausberger and 
EuRegio Deputy Presi-
dent Norbert Meindl, 
Mayor of Lofer

Franz Schausberger and the Mayor of Burghausen, 
Hans Steindl

EuRegio President 
and Mayor of 
Tittmoning, Konrad 
Schupfner, the 
district commissi-
oner of Flachgau, 
Reinhold Mayer and 
Franz Schausberger

The EuRegio Salzburg - Berchtesgadener Land - Traunstein held on 21st of November, a public 
meeting in the monastery Raitenhaslach in the town of Burghausen in Bavaria. This EuRegio is 
very active and has for example organized the first cross-border EuRegio Startup Camp with 
great success, awarded a regionality prize and carried out EuRegio dialogues.

The newly renovated historic conference hall in the 
former monastery of Raitenhaslach.
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We wish you a very joyful happy holiday season and 
a prosperous and happy New Year 2018. 

With appreciation for your loyalty we say simply but sincerely...  
Thank you for the trust and partnership you have placed in us. 

We look forward to working with you in the coming year.

Warmest greetings,

Franz Schausberger and the IRE-Team

S T I L L E  N A C H T  F Ü R  D I E  W E L T .  A U S  Ö S T E R R E I C H .

www.stillenacht.com

No reduction for cohesion policy beyond 2020!

If we want to respond effectively to the European wide 
phenomenon of dramatic rural depopulation, cohesion 
policy must continue unabated, even after the end of 
the current period of 2020. In addition, there is an urgent 
need to significantly improve the capacities and know-
how of regional and local politics and administration.

It is also important for Member States, in cooperation 
with their regions and local authorities, to develop strate-
gies as the basis for successful EU projects. The EU would 
need to reduce the bureaucracy required to obtain finan-
cial support, simplify procedures and avoid duplication 
of checks and controls.

As Günther Oettinger, responsible EU-Commissioner for 
budget and human resources, emphasized, he wants to 
set new priorities in the areas of research, Erasmus, the 
future and the young generation in addition to the pre-
vious priorities of cohesion policy. The new tasks in the 
field of migration and the Brexit failures should not be 
financed by cuts in cohesion policy.

From left: Marek Wozniak, Marshall of Wiekopolska region 
(Poland), Günther Oettinger, EU-Commissioner for budget 
and human resources, Michael Schneider, CoR-Rapporteur 
on The Future of Cohesion Policy beyond 2020, Tomislav 
Donchev, Deputy Prime Minister of Bulgaria, Lilyana 
Pavlova, Minister for the Bulgarian EU Presidency, Jan 
Olbrycht, MEP (Budget and Structural policies).

“The areas covered by cohesion policy and the expectations are becoming more and more,“ 
said Franz Schausberger, representative of Land Salzburg in the CoR, speaking at the occasion 
of an EPP-conference entitled “EU Finances and the Future of Europe from a regional and local 
perspective“ in Brussels on 5th December 2017.
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“United in diversity” should not only be a 
motto, it needs to be lived! Therefore, regional 
cooperation and exchange have to be more 
than pretty words. 

ClaudiaSchmidtEU
@Schmidt_Clau

than pretty words. 

Internship at the Institute of the Regions of Europe - Science & Practice

Experience Europe!
Since June 2005, the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) has cre-
ated the opportunity for young students from all over Europe (third-
member states only under the Erasmus Mobility Program) to spend 
a month at the interface between science and practice of European 
politics. 

 You will be integrated into the work pro-
cesses of the institute, given specific tasks 
and will write a scientific paper with a Eu-
ropean political or regional policy focus, 
which will be published within the frame-
work of the IRE publication monograph se-
ries. In this way you will gain experience in 
European regional policy, analyze political 
events and support us in the organization 
of international conferences.

You are insured and receive for your activi-
ty a pocket money of 200, - Euro. When tra-
velling to conference events, the IRE pays 
for travel and accommodation. At the end 
of your activity, you present your scientific 
work and receive a certificate.

Requirements:
w Must be an undergraduate or have a 

recently completed a graduate degree 
(Bachelor, Master, PhD) in the field of 
politics, law, history, geography, eco-
nomics or European studies;

w Basic knowledge of the European Uni-
on and its institutions

Duties:
w Co-organization of international con-

ferences at home and abroad;
w Make new contacts with regions and 

cities across Europe;
w Scientific activities, such as library 

construction and support, research 
and current topics;

w Writing a scientific paper on a topic 
of free choice in consultation with the 
chairman of the institute. 

This work is published as part of the 
Institute’s series of publications.

Since the founding of the IRE in Salzburg, 

a total of 200 interns have worked at the 
Institute from the following countries: 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Germany, Estonia, 
France, Italy, Kosovo, Croatia, Macedonia, 
Moldova, Austria, Poland, Romania, Russia, 
Serbia, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Ukraine, 
Hungary, Brazil and the USA.

The IRE offers internships for one month 
each at its headquarters in Salzburg 
(Nonntaler Hauptstrasse 58) in the period 
from January to December 2018.

Please send the application by e-mail to 
the Secretary General Dr. Joachim Fritz: 
joachim.fritz@institut-ire.eu

Austria‘s historical gap is closed 

Schausberger presents his newly published historical book

Some time ago, after seven years of re-
search, Franz Schausberger had presen-
ted his book about Rudolf Ramek, the first 
Chancellor from Salzburg, to the Austrian 
Vice-Chancellor Wolfgang Brandstetter, 
who showed great interest in the biogra-
phy of one of his predecessors as Minister 

of Justice. Governor Wilfried Haslauer 
whom was handed over the book at the 
end of October, was pleased to see that 
Austria‘s history was largely illuminated 
between 1918 and 1927.

The book by Franz Schausberger „Rudolf 

Austrian Justice Minister and 
Vice Chancellor Brandstetter 

with Schausberger 

Ramek 1881 to 1941. Consensus Chancel-
lor in the Austria of Opposites“ (Original: 
Rudolf Ramek 1881 bis 1941. Konsenskan-
zler im Österreich der Gegensätze) was pu-
blished by Böhlau Verlag in October 2017.

Source: Landeskorrespondenz Salzburg

Schausberger with Salzburg’s 
Governor  Haslauer
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Student accommodation – affordable housing 
at the place of education

Raimund-Pradler Studentenheim, Innsbruck

Mozart Studentenheim, Salzburg

Matador Studentenheim, Kuchl

www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

2017.09.210x297_Studentenheime.indd   1 05.09.2017   11:43:16
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A historical and critical synopsis 
on ideas, institutions, unification 
and cohesion of the EU

The renowned Austrian historian Michael Gehler lays a complete-
ly reworked highly supplemented and with regard to the recent 
events up to the summer of 2017 updated edition of his well read-
able and well-structured overview of both the history of Europe 
and its integration to the current political system of the EU.
The book shows clearly the historical connections between the Eu-
ropean ideas developed over centuries and European structures 
created after 1945. The author spans the history of Europe from 
antiquity to the present day. The volume goes into detail on the 
latest events such as the attempts to secure the single currency; 
the Ukraine as a border and conflict country between West and 
East; the „refugee crisis“ as a solidarity crisis; Germany‘s role as 
crisis manager; the United Kingdom 
and Brexit; populism in the sign di-
vided national states; terrorism and 
not least into the controversial issue 
of Turkey‘s development.

Michael Gehler
EUROPA
Ideen – Institutionen – Vereinigung 
–  Zusammenhalt
about 1.300 pages
Lau Verlag, Reinbeck 2017
ISBN 978-3-95768-188-1

SAVE THE DATE
14th IRE Conference of 
European Regions and 

Cities

Sunday, 30th September 2018 – 
Tuesday, 2nd October 2018

 at Salzburg Congress
Salzburg, Austria

More information will follow.
Please register with Martina Balazic: 

martina.balazic@institut-ire.eu

Stadt 
Salzburg

mailto:martina.balazic%40institut-ire.eu?subject=


VAMED offers a complete project and service portfolio for health care as a developer,
planner, contractor and operator. VAMED has already successfully implemented
more than 800 hospitals, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, health resorts and
thermal spas in 79 countries worldwide.

act. worldwide.

www.vamed.com

Vienna General Hospital, 
Medical University Austria

Oncological Rehabilitation, 
St. Veit im Pongau, Austria

Tauern SPA Zell am See,
Kaprun, Austria


