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One of the decisive questions will be, whether the 
society is still willing to uphold the infrastructure in 
rural regions if it is no longer economically profita-
ble, IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger explained in 
his opening speech. “Will the state be prepared to 
use taxation to counteract the rural depopulation as 
well as enable people who like to live in the coun-
tryside a prosperous future?“ Due to the decentrali-
zation of administrative facilities, not only from the 
central administration to the regions, but also from 
these to the districts and municipalities, valuable 

jobs could be created and secured in rural regions.

There are numerous young and creative people, 
one-person companies or start-ups that would like 
to work and be located in rural, as long as the neces-
sity of a good infrastructure is provided: good trans-
port connections and equally good communication 
infrastructure, such as broadband supply. If the same 
conditions are not created in the country as in cities, 
there will be a two-class society which will lead to 
social tensions.

13th Conference of European Regions and Cities – Salzburg Summit on “Next Generation”

How regions and cities can be 
attractive for future generations

FOCUS
13th Conference of European Regions and Cities

First row from right: 
Johannes Hahn, 
EU Enlargement 
Commissioner, 
Wolfgang Brandstetter, 
Austrian Justice 
Minister and Vice 
Chancellor,
Odeta Barbullushi, 
Deputy Minister for 
European and Foreign 
Affairs, Albania, 
Enver Hoxhaj, 
Vicepremierminister of 
Kosovo,
Bujar Osmani, Deputy 
Prime Minister 
responsible for 
European Affairs, FYRO 
Macedonia and
Igor Crnadak, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina

Rural areas represent our country’s future. This is why I 
have established a regional focus in 2017 and launched 
a broad civil participation process. I wanted to ask people 
directly what they need and how we can support them 
in the best possible way - where the individual strengths 
and needs of their respective regions lie and which invest-
ments are needed to ensure sustainable development.

Andrä Rupprechter

Federal Minister for Agriculture, 
Forestry, Environment and 

Water Management

The countryside as area of the future: A tailor-made Master Plan

This ambitious project met with a lot of approval, and the 
civil participation process yielded highly insightful results. 
Overall, we collected more than 2.000 ideas and sugge-
stions that were structured in my ministry and fed into the 
Master Plan. Thus, a comprehensive and interministerial 
strategy for rural areas was created – a joint pathway ser-
ving the systematic improvement of economic and living 
conditions in the countryside. The emphasis is on those 
topics that are dear to the heart of rural dwellers - among 
them agriculture and forestry, infrastructure, mobility, so-
cial responsibility and the digital village.

Talking to people on the ground and finding out first-hand 
about what the regions need has definitely paid off. Now, 
we must all join forces and implement the Master Plan 
accordingly together with the Federal Provinces, the muni-
cipalities and the population.

Your Andrä Rupprechter

Federal Minister for Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and 
Water Management

How to unite European countries in a common political and economic project, what 
can be done against the emptying of rural regions, which potentials have renewable 
energies in regions, all this has been discussed in this year‘s Conference of European 
Regions and Cities. The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) organized this inter-
national event for the 13th year in a row, which took place from the 24th until the 26th 

of September 2017 in Salzburg. 
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What is the EU‘s position on enlargement? EU Enlar-
gement Commissioner Johannes Hahn explained 
this question as the main speaker in the IRE Forum 
“The Next Generation of EU Member States“ with 
the following words: “We want to complete what is 
obvious“. The six countries of the Western Balkans 
Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo, Macedonia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and Albania should, according to Hahn, 
become members as soon as possible. It is of great 
importance to use the dynamics in the momentum, 
says Hahn towards the ministers of the Western 
Balkan countries at the podium to make the states 
ready for the EU. EU Commission President Juncker 
had now set an important temporal orientation with 
2025. He considers essential challenges in the lack of 
economic cooperation among the countries of the 
region and the high youth unemployment. However, 
increased trade between countries and the reduc-
tion of regulatory hurdles could be used not only 
with a view to economic prosperity but also as a test 
run for the later extended EU single market. Foreign 
investors as well as domestic companies must be 
able to rely on an “independent judiciary that works 
correctly and without corruption“. Austrian Justice 
Minister and Vice Chancellor Wolfgang Brandstetter 
pointed out, that in the fight against the corruption 
laws alone are not enough and this can only be im-
plemented by independent courts as well as well-
trained judges and prosecutors.

It sometimes fails at political will, Igor Crnadak, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
comments. On the one hand, when it comes to com-

bating corruption, on the other hand, if EU enlarge-
ment is to be defined as a national and cross-party 
objective which is not sold for short-term political 
small pocket money. Jadranka Joksimović, Serbian 
Minister for European Integration, sees the pillars 
of European integration in economic development 
and the strengthening of the rule of law. However, 
“Euro-realism“ has replaced “Eurofanaticism“ in the 
Serbian population. Nevertheless, she considers 
an accession in 2025 realistic for her country. One 
should not forget the mood in the old EU, declared 
Montenegro‘s Minister of European Affairs Aleksan-
dar Andrija Pejović. In some EU countries, the ma-
jority of the population does not want any new EU 
members, although many of the old member states 
have benefited economically from the EU enlarge-
ment. The Brexit has also shaken the EU into its foun-
dations, namely the idea of bringing the entire con-
tinent together. The EU is no longer the only option 
on the Western Balkan. “There are dangerous alter-
natives“, says Pejović, referring to the growing influ-
ence of Turkey and Russia in the region. The Western 
Balkan became a “geopolitical chess game“ due to 
these increasingly popular foreign forces, including 
Islamic fundamentalist associations, the Vicepremi-
erminister of Kosovo, Enver Hoxhaj, agreed. The re-
fugee crisis – in 2015 most refugees came across the 
so-called Balkan route – had changed the situation.

The panelists agree that EC president Juncker’s 
speech sent an important message to the Western 
Balkans, especially that the expansion process con-
tinues. In Albania, which has been politically trans-
formed into a reform of the judiciary, this momen-
tum has been “triggered by the EU perspective“, said  
Odeta Barbullushi, Albanian Deputy Minister for 
European and Foreign Affairs. For Albania as well as 
the rest of the Western Balkans, it would have to be 
the goal and the motivation, appealed Hahn, “to be 
perceived by the other EU members as an asset and 
not a burden at the time of accession“.

“ We want to complete what is obvious. It is 
of great importance to use the dynamics in the 
momentum, to make the states ready for the EU. “
Johannes Hahn, EU Enlargement Commissioner

The Ministers for 
Foreign and European 

affairs of the
Western Balkan 

Countries met with 
Commissioner Hahn 

at the IRE Salzburg 
Summit
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IRE organizes high-level ministerial conference with EU Commissioner Hahn:

EU enlargement policy is based on the Western Balkans

Shaping rural regions for future generations

“The rural space represents a promising future“, said 
Agriculture and Environment Minister Andrä Rup-
prechter in his keynote on the panel discussion “At-
tractive regions for future generations“. With a “Ma-
ster Plan“ prospects and programs for Austria‘s rural 
areas were developed besides the “multilevel gover-
nance“ co-operation partners were being brought 
together. This has the effect of mitigating the depo-
pulation process and helping structurally weak regi-
ons effectively. After all, according to Rupprechter, 
two thirds or five million people live in Austria’s 
rural areas. By the year 2030 nonetheless, a further 
migration of one tenth of the population is to be ex-
pected. In order to turn the “Braindrain“ towards the 
countryside again, it would be necessary to provide 
opportunities and new prospects for people in rural 
areas. Additionally, the value and importance of the 
regions must also be more strongly recognized at 
European level, emphasized Rupprechter.

With the complex tasks of municipal policy and the 
production of the required infrastructure, small com-
munities are often overwhelmed. Upper Austria’s 
governor, Thomas Stelzer, therefore encourages 
“cooperation and merges“, because only in doing so 
the disadvantages of small scale with the advantage 
of the social cohesion of manageable municipalities 
could be combined. Educational opportunities must 
be decentralized as well as the structure of individu-
al institutions of the state administration. If then the 
supply of powerful Internet connections is complete 
and granted the factor of quality of life could again 
form an incentive and argument to live in the coun-
try.

The Panel Debate documented the central im-
portance of agriculture and village renewal for the 
attractiveness and the settlement in rural regions. 
According to Gordana Rokvić, Vice-Minister for Ag-
riculture of the Republika Srpska, 90 percent of the 
economy in the regions of Bosnia-Herzegovina is ac-
tually agriculture. Here lies potential, because half of 
the available area is not yet cultivated. Despite that, 
new business models would develop. New settlers 
appreciate and cultivate vine-growing, intellectuals 
coming up with new models of organic farming and 
entrepreneurs would bring in models of sustainable 

tourism and renewable villages. Something simi-
lar Caroline Fernolend, Vice-President of the Mihai 
Eminescu Trust in Romania, reported. It began 25 
years ago in the village reformation in Transylvania. 
At the beginning was the preservation of the Saxon 
cultural heritage threatened with decay. In more 
than 1200 projects, social, economic and cultural di-
mensions of regions were recorded and processed.

However, the “braindrain” can hardly be stopped, ex-
plained Gerlind Weber, professor at the Institute for 
Spatial Planning at the University of Natural Resour-
ces and Life Sciences. Anyone who moves from one 
country to another can hardly be hindered, because 
cities offer heterogeneity, which is a variety of forms 
of life and professional activities preferred by some 
people. Howbeit, according to her observations, the 
influx or return to the country could be attractive. 
“With high quality of life and good infrastructure, 
immigration can be fostered“. Kurt Weinberger, Di-
rector General of the Austrian Hail Insurance, urged 
to reduce the land use and rather focus on unused 
land as well as buildings which should be repaired 
and put into operation. Likewise Robert Thaler, Aus-
trian Federal Ministry of Agriculture responsible for 
transport, argues: In addition to the energy transfor-
mation, a mobility turn would be necessary. In rural 
regions, multimodal transport should be offered, 
and the free choice of means of transport should 
also be ensured in rural areas.

County and city should not be seen as opposites, but 
rather seen an addition, said Alois Steinbichler, Di-
rector General of Kommunalkredit Austria AG in the 
discussion. Location, economic and social policies 
must therefore interlock. In these places, entrepre-
neurial opportunities would have to be created to 
guarantee prosperity. For Gerlind Weber „survival 
issues“ for rural areas are based on regional food 
security, careful management of soil and energy 
self-sufficiency. Kurt Weinberger would include the 
postulates of spatial development, use of vacancy 
and modern mobility in the White Paper of the EU. 
Gordana Rokvić wants less bureaucracy and more 
networking, a wish that Caroline Fernolend follows. 
Thomas Stelzer pleaded for new structures of mo-
bility and further expansion of renewable energies.

From left: Alois 
Steinbichler, Caroline 
Fernolend, Andrä 
Rupprechter, Claus 
Raitan, Thomas Stelzer, 
Gordana Rokvić, Kurt 
Weinberger, Gerlind 
Weber and Robert 
Thaler

 Thomas Stelzer, 
Governor of Upper 
Austria

Andrä Rupprechter,
Federal Minister for 
Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and 
Water Management, 
Austria

Kurt Weinberger, 
Director General of 
the Österreichische 
Hagelversicherung

Aleksandar Andrija 
Pejović, Minister of 

European Affairs, 
Montenegro

Odeta Barbullushi, 
Deputy Minister for 

European and Foreign 
Affairs, Albania
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Renewable energy in the hands of the regions

In the introductory speech on “The Next Generation 
of Renewable Energy“, Monika Weber-Fahr, COO of 
the United Nations SustainableEnergyforAll Initiative 
in Vienna, discussed the future of energy, the areas in 
which most changes are occurring and how the mo-
vement can be further advanced: The future of energy 
is very much dependent on what every city, region 
and government does. Weber-Fahr sees the main pro-
blem in politics: “We need faster, easier energy access 
and must also decentralize energy supply.“

Gerhard Gamperl, Head of the Department, Strate-
gy, Corporate Development and Innovation at VER-
BUND AG, was optimistic: “We need a sectoral link 
where mobility, heating and cooling are on board 
and reliable framework conditions so that we can re-
ally make this change”. Subsequently, Plamen Dilkov, 
Vice-President of Confidustria Bulgaria and the Euro-
pean Federation of Local Energy Companies (CEDEC), 
described the situation in Bulgaria. There would be 
different pricing and energy transfer technologies, in 
which 76 percent of the country‘s final energy is se-
cured through acquisitions from Europe. “In order to 
be competitive, we must reduce this share and impro-
ve energy efficiency“, he pointed out.

The director of the European Renewable Energies 
Foundation in Brussels, Dörte Fouquet, concluded 
with praise to Austria, which is a little further develo-
ped than other countries in the energy exchange, as 
the promotion of the green energy shows. Without 
goal, planning and commitment, the energy supply 
would not be possible. Many EU countries are at a 
crossroads, according to Fouquet. “The importance of 
the citizens‘ willingness to take their energy into their 
own hands is immensely vital.“ For Josef Schwaiger, 

From left: Gerhard Gamperl (Verbund 
AG), Georg Rebernig (Environment 
Agency Austria), Josef Schwaiger (Regi-
onal Government for Energy Salzburg), 
Monika Weber-Fahr (SustainableEner-
gyForAll), Stefan Veigl (Moderator) and 
Klaus Bergsmann (Erste Group Bank AG)

Member of the Regional Government for Energy in 
Salzburg, the cornerstone lies not in the production 
but in the transport of energy and especially in the 
answer to the question where the electricity would 
come from. In Salzburg, 80 percent of the energy 
supplies come from the state and 20 percent of the 
demand is bought.

The head of Erste Group Bank AG‘s Sustainable Office 
in Vienna, Klaus Bergsmann, demanded more conti-
nuity in politics and sound, political decision-making 
structures. Bergsmann sees the greatest obstacles to 
the fact that in the European energy sector, the ener-
gy groups are power and money centers that would 
not allow decentralization. Gerhard Gamperl contra-
dicted this decisively. In a decentralized state he sees 
no solution, it would be more sensible to create tran-
sitional periods to prevent blackouts. Georg Reber-
nig, Managing Director of the Environment Agency, 
added the necessary decoupling of the growth of the 
economy and energy consumption. In order to take 
action against climate change and global warming, 
economic growth must be reshaped so that it no lon-
ger depends on fossil fuels with its greenhouse gas 
emissions. From today‘s point of view, he sees wind 
power and photovoltaics as decisive energy suppliers.

“ We need a sectoral link where mobility, heating 
and cooling are on board and reliable framework 
conditions.“ 
Gerhard Gamperl, Head of the Department, Strategy, Corporate Development 
and Innovation at VERBUND AG

Dörte Fouquet (Eu-
ropean Renewable 
Energies Federation)

Plamen Dilkov (Conf-
industria Bulgaria and 
CEDEC)

Gratitute and Appreciation
The Institute of the Regions of Europe thanked Slaviša Grujić and Szabolcs Fazakas for the 
long-standing excellent cooperation by presenting an honorary certificate. Slaviša Grujić, a 
respected journalist and former editor-in-chief of ATV Novi Sad and chief editor of TV Apolo, 
was vice-president and member of the regional government of AP Vojvodina working clo-
sely with IRE. With him, several important IRE conferences were held in Novi Sad.
An equally reliable partner for many years was Szabolcs Fazakas, former Hungarian Mi-
nister of Economic Affairs, member of the European Parliament and most recently the 
Hungarian member of the European Court of Auditors. IRE chairman Franz Schausberger 
thanked both and asked them for their support in the future.
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Start-ups counteract regional alienation

Developments show that start-ups are also gaining 
greater attention from a regional point of view and 
that they are indispensable of the European Union‘s 
political agenda. Irmfried Schwimann, Deputy 
Director-General of the European Commission, DG 
GROW for the Internal Market, Industry, Entrepre-
neurship and SMEs in Brussels, highlighted in her 
introductory talk on “Start-ups in the Regions – the 
future for the young generation“ that start-up com-
panies are currently play an increasingly paramount 
role across sectors and regions, which she explained 
as follow: “Even if start-ups are regionally structured, 
the EU still has a positive influence on what happens 
on the regional level“. The EU encourages and sup-
ports these innovative companies by eliminating 
various barriers to support their development. In 
this respect, the fragmentation of the tax system, 
the simplification of VAT, the promotion of crowd-
funding and access to financing are crucial aspects.

Walter Haas, Director of ITG Salzburg, said that start-
up companies could be summed up as “technology 
and innovation“, where the focus should be laid on 
mid-scale start-ups. In smaller regions, such as Salz-
burg, the first step was “the founding of a HUB with 
the support of public institutions, in order to sustain 
the development of the start-ups and to finance 
them regardless of their size“. There is a big diffe-

rence between the founding of a firm and a start-
up, stressed Nenad Moslavac, Co-founder and Ma-
naging Director of Impact Hub Belgrade. “Start-ups 
have a very fast growth at the beginning. Hub‘s are 
not only community rooms and cost-efficient, but 
also provide support and know-how through deve-
lopment“. At European level, it would be very helpful 
if legislation and rules were better harmonized.

The former Slovenian Minister of Infrastructure and 
CEO of Vendotel, Samo Omerzel, puts the future ge-
nerations in the forefront:“How we treat the younger 
generation, which are now 25-28 years old, is crucial 
because they are the ones changing the future“. For 
him it is mainly about ideas making ideas reality. Ta-
deusz Truskolaski, Mayor and University Professor 
in Bialystok, is trying to do just that: “We are trying 
to motivate the younger generation in founding an 
incubator at the university in order to encourage 
the young generation to engage in start-ups”. Esta-
blishing a start-up is, above all, a cost issue in the 
European countries. Marc Fähndrich, consultant for 
economic policy coordination and for the European 
semester of the EU delegation in Vienna, referred to 
the Juncker Plan: “Five billion Euros are available for 
investments in areas such as infrastructure and digi-
tization; and the multiplication coefficient for each 
euro invested is 15”.

From left: Marc Fähndrich (Europe-
an Commission in Austria), Walter 
Haas (Director of ITG Salzburg), 
Irmfried Schwimann (European 
Commission’s Directorate General 
for Internal Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship and SME’s) and 
moderator Andreas Schiller

A delegation visited the 
FAB-Lab & Co-Working 
area of the Salzburg 
Start-up scene.
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Main 
sponsors:

Nenad 
Moslavac

Samo 
Omerzel

Tadeusz 
Truskolaski



Private educational institutions break through barriers

Strengthening human capital, investment aids, re-
form projects as well as social protection measures 
for sustainable and inclusive growth are crucial que-
stions when it comes to the formation of the future 
of young people. László Frenyo, Executive Dean of 
the Faculty of the Budapest Campus of McDaniel 
College, emphasized in his keynote speech on the 
IRE symposium “Private Higher Educational Insti-
tutions – a Chance for the Next Genertion“ that in 
today‘s world it is primarily relevant to be able to 
confront future scenarios in the current situation of 
education. “Society and education interact as part 
of a process in which private and public education 
takes place. You have to offer young people more 
than a conservative education system“. Subsequent-
ly, he viewed on international quality control to en-
sure standards and pointed to the Bologna system: 
“In 30 years there will be new jobs and the young 
generation must be ready for it. Small class sizes, no 
mass education and students at the center of atten-
tion are the basic prerequisites for a generation with 
different ways of mindsets“, Frenyo urged.

Ludvik Toplak, President of Alma Mater Europaea in 
Slovenia, highlighted that private higher education 
institutions offer more diversity and an alternative to 
education. According to Nedelko Stanković, Rector 
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of the European University of Kallos, the government 
has supported the idea of private higher education 
in the Brčko region and “Brčko has therefore deve-
loped rapidly“. Gerhard Aumayer, Executive Dean of 
the University of Salzburg Business School (SMBS), 
referred that the right way to control the future of 
education would be the task of politics. “Apart from 
developments of state, private possibilities are of 
great significance“. Especially when it comes to the 
issue of accreditations, which are strictly regulated in 
Austria. However, to ensure this, the financing and 
elimination of regulatory inequalities are necessary, 
Michael Nake, Chancellor of the Paracelsus Private 
Medical University (PMU), agreed with him. Gerhard 
Blechinger, Executive Dean of the University of Ap-
plied Sciences (FH) in Salzburg, stated: “The students 
are choosen precisely, the degree is accredited and 
recognized, the graduation rate is high and the un-
employment rate is less than one percent“. The state 
cannot manage everything and Bologna has not 
fulfilled this requirement either. In conclusion, Ble-
chinger emphasized that private education institu-
tions do not produce general education schools, but 
specialists in an appropriate area in order to create 
skilled and unique worker far beyond the next ge-
neration.

From left: Franz Schausberger (IRE-Chairman 
of the Board), Michael Nake (Paracelsus Pri-
vate Medical University), Gerhard Blechinger 
(University of Applied Sciences Salzburg), 
László Frenyó (McDaniel College), Ludvik To-
plak (Alma Mater Europaea), Gerhard Aumayr 
(University of Salzburg Business School)

László Frenyó (Execu-
tive Dean of the Fa-
culty of the Budapest 
Campus of McDaniel 
College, Hungary)
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Committee of the Regions discussed EU funds for regional infrastructure 

Catalonia: A peaceful political solution is needed
A debate with the President of the Council, Donald Tusk, on the 
situation of the European Union from the point of view of the regi-
ons and cities as well as a debate on the current situation in Cata-
lonia were in the focus of the plenary meeting of the Committee of 
the Regions (CoR) in Brussels on 11th of October 2017.  Discussions 
of various opinions were at the center of the debates. Salzburg was 
represented in the EU Regional Council by Franz Schausberger 
and Brigitta Pallauf, president of regional parliament.

Franz Schausberger demanded a disarmament of the words from 
the conflict parties in Spain, a return to the negotiating table and 
the beginning of a dialogue which could only be a peaceful poli-
tical solution in the end. In a situation such as it currently exists in 
Catalonia, there is never a single fault. It cannot be satisfactorily 
solved either by constitutional violations or by force, nor by thre-
ats of the takeover of power by the central authority. The negoti-
ations should ultimately lead to a strengthening of the autonomy 
of Catalonia, as it had already been decided by the Spanish Parlia-
ment in 2006 and eliminated again in 2010. Only this could lead 
to that all Catalans seeing their future in Spain and not in their in-
dependence. President of the Landtag Brigitta Pallauf emphasized 
at the plenary session in Brussels how important the regions and 
their involvement in Europe are.

The Committee of the Regions dealt, inter alia, with an opinion 
on the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), which introduced a new 
infrastructure financing instrument for transport, telecommunica-
tions and energy. After reductions, 24.5 billion euro are available 
for investments in the transport sector, with more than eleven 
billion of which are reserved for cohesion countries, i.e. Member 
States, where per capita gross national income is below 90 percent 
of the EU Community average. Money is available for transport 

projects to eliminate bottlenecks, establishing missing links and 
expanding cross-border sections, ensuring long term viable and 
efficient transport systems and optimizing the interconnection of 
the various modes of transport, improving the interrelationship of 
transport services and safeguarding the transport sector access to 
transport infrastructure. The CoR calls for a better integration of 
the regions. So far, EU grants totaling more than 700 million Euros 
have been awarded for Austrian transport projects, which account 
for about 94 percent of the rail infrastructure area, in particular the 
Brenner basin tunnel and the Koralm railway. In addition, com-
ments on traffic issues, the monitoring of environmental require-
ments, the financing of climate protection, the development of a 
European data management system, the protection of minor mi-
grants and the European Semester 2017 were discussed.

Carles Puigdemont, president of Catalonia’s 
regional government
Source: (AFP / Pierre-Philippe Marcou)

Lombardy and Veneto voted 
for more autonomous rights
The Italian regions of Lombardy and Veneto voted on 22nd of October 2017 in 
referendums on more autonomous rights. Both regions do not want secessions, 
but more competences: in the economically strong regions of Lombardy, 95 per-
cent (voters-turnout about 40 percent) and Veneto, 98 percent (voters-turnout 
about 59 percent) of the eligible residents voted for more autonomy against 
Rome. Their aims are more competences for their regions and less tax payments 
to Rome. Both regions did not 
pursue independence or secessi-
on from the central state. The re-
ferendums on more autonomous 
rights were in line with the Italian 
constitution.
 
Source: www.ilgazzettino.it, www.tages-
schau.de and www.spiegel.de

SAVE THE DATE
14th IRE Conference of 

European Regions and Cities

Sunday, 30th September 2018 – 
Tuesday, 2nd October 2018

Luca Zaia, president 
of Veneto with 
Roberto Maroni, 
president of 
Lombardy
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The Vojvodina Story
Within the framework of the 15th edition of the European Week 
of Regions and Cities (EWRC), held in Brussels from 9th to 12th 

October 2017, Vojvodina was present in a number of events ai-
ming to present, promote and increase its economic, scientific, 
cultural, educational and tourist capacities.

Marking Vojvodina Day in Brussels, the Vojvodina 
Story Reception was held at the Mission of the Repu-
blic of Serbia to the European Union on 10th October 
2017, when the capacities of Vojvodina were presen-
ted to other European regions and cities, as well as 
investors interested in investing in Vojvodina. It was 
jointly organised by the Provincial Government, As-
sembly of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, 
European Affairs Fund of AP Vojvodina – Vojvodina 
European Office in Brussels and Vojvodina Develop-
ment Agency, in cooperation with the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia.  The event was 
attended by representatives of several European re-

gions: the German state of Hessen, Italian regions of 
Lombardy, Friuli Venezia Giulia and Umbria, further-
more Upper Austria, the neighbouring Osijek-Bara-
nya County, members of the European Parliament, 
representatives of the diplomatic corps and others.

Vojvodina was 
a part of the re-
gional partner-
ship “Regional 
policy future” 
with the regi-
ons of Umbria 
Region (Italy), Northern Ireland (UK), Podlaskie Re-
gion and Swietokrzyskie Region (Poland), Provence-
Alpes-Côte d‘Azur (France) and Varaždin County 
(Croatia), and participated in the workshop “Towards 
more effective EU Regional Policy” held at the Nort-
hern Ireland Executive Office on 11th October 2017.

In addition, the delegation of AP Vojvodina, led by 
Igor Mirović, President of the Provincial Govern-
ment, and István Pásztor, President of the Assembly 
of the AP Vojvodina, had a number of meetings with 
Friedrich von Heusinger, Head of the Representative 
Office of the State of Hessen to the EU, Viktor Sigl, 
President of the Assembly of Upper Austria, Valen-
tina Aprea, member of the Regional Government of 
Lombardy in charge of education, culture, employ-
ment and labour policy, and Ivan Anušić, Prefect of 
the Osijek-Baranya County.

Vojvodina flowing on into the future
The potentials of the AP Vojvodina were presented on 18th Octo-
ber 2017 in the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, during the 33rd 

Session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (CLRA). 
The presentation of Vojvodina under the title “Vojvodina flowing 
on into the future“ was jointly organized by the Provincial Govern-
ment, European Affairs Fund of AP Vo-
jvodina and Vojvodina Development 
Agency. Among the participants 
were Gudrun Mosler-Törnström, Pre-
sident of CLRA, Andreas Kiefer, Secre-
tary General of CLRA, and Gunn Marit 
Helgesen, President of the Chamber 
of Regions of CLRA.
Vojvodina pays particular attention to 

interregional and cross-border cooperation, so as to enhance coope-
ration, develop projects towards EU funding and network scientific 
and technological institutions. Vojvodina is a stable, well-organized 
region with clearly growing economic development trends and a 
number of foreign companies that have found interest in investing 

in Vojvodina. With a uniquely diversified 
economy, well-developed educational 
system, innovation stimulating envi-
ronment, an advanced hi-tech culture 
that positively supports an aptitude for 
quickly applying new technologies and 
a preferential business setting, Vojvodi-
na offers greatest support to take your 
success to the next level. 



The local elections in Kosovo

Right wing parties lead in the municipal 
elections in Kosovo
 
Kosovo’s right-wing governing coalition parties are leading in mu-
nicipal elections held on the 22nd of October 2017 in 38 municipa-
lities of Kosovo, but runoffs will still be needed to decide half of 
the winners. 1.89 Million people were registered to vote, the voter 
turnout was 43.79 percent. Only 19 municipalities elected a mayor 
in the first round, hence the mayoral race will continue on 19th of 
November in the run-off elections. 

A right-wing party not in government, the Democratic League of 
Kosovo, or LDK, is leading in 10 town halls. The Serb (Srpska) List 
has declared victory in all 9 out of 10 Serb municipalities. Its leader 
and candidate for mayor of northern Kosovska Mitrovica, Goran 
Rakić, has won convincingly with 80 percent.

In 90 percent of the districts in capital Pristina, incumbent Mayor 
Shpend Ahmeti of the Self-Determination Party, also known as the 
Vetevendosje movement (VV), has won 43.42 percent of the vote, 
but not enough to avoid a runoff.

International observers said that the voting process took place wi-
thout any major irregularities.

Source: www.balkaninsight.com, www.b92.net, www.rferl.org and www.washing-
tonpost.com
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The local elections in Burgenland

SPÖ and ÖVP equally
 
In the Austrian state of Burgenland, the first 
round of the municipal and mayor elections 
took place on Sunday, 1st of October 2017. 
81.05 percent of Burgenlanders from 171 
municipalities have voted. Of the 3,143 mu-
nicipal councils to be awarded, the SPÖ regi-
stered 1,461 (previously 1,411), the ÖVP 1,364 
(so far 1,363) and the FPÖ 144 (previously 79) 
seats. The Greens remain the same with 27 
seats, the Alliance List reached 45 (so far 39) 
seats, the NEOS one seat and other lists 101 city council mandates. 

After the end of the first elections, the Social Democratic Party and 
the Austrian People‘s Party are now equal among the mayors and 
municipal councilors. In ten municipalities mayors changes took 
place: the SPÖ represent four and the ÖVP six of the local leaders. 
Both parties present 74 mayors after the election. Since no absolu-
te majority has been reached in 19 municipalities, run-off elections 
will be held on the 29th of October 2017.

In Jennersdorf, there will be a run-off between two ÖVP-close lists 
candidates. In Neusiedl am See and Bad Tatzmannsdorf there will 
be a run-off between the ÖVP candidate and the SPÖ candidate. 
In Eisenstadt the ÖVP, with 60.3 percent, built its absolute majority 
with 17 municipal seats, the SPÖ lost two seats and received seven 
seats. Member of the Landtag Mag. Thomas Steiner remains the 
mayor of the state capital.

Source: www.diepresse.com, www.kurier.at, www.wahl.bgld.gv.at, APA and www.
eisenstadt.gv.at

Thomas Steiner

Local and regional elections in Russia 2017

Victory for Putin‘s party “United Russia“
 
On Sunday, 10th of September 2017, the citizens of Russia elected 
local councilors and governors. 40 million inhabitants have voted 
in 82 of the 85 regions of the Russian Federation. No election took 
place in Saint Petersburg, in the Republic of Ingushetia as well as 
in the Magadan region.

A total of 16 new governors were appointed and in some of them 
(in Moscow, for example) also the office for the city council or 
district council. 36,000 seats were awarded and 88,000 people 
ran for the election. Almost everywhere, the candidates of Putin’s 
Kremlin party “United Russia“ were ahead. 

In Moscow, where the voters-turnout was 14 percent, deputies 
were elected in 124 district parliaments. 7,500 candidates applied 
for a total of 1,502 seats. The party “United Russia“ won with 76 
percent of the votes and reached 1,151 seats. The social-liberal 
party “Jabloko“ was second-placed with 11.9 percent of the votes 
and subsequently reached 177 seats. The Liberal Party has thus in-
creased its seats by seven times (25 seats so far). Third place went 
to the numerous independent candidates with a total of 7.2 per-
cent of the votes.

In the governor’s elections in 16 Russian regions, the participation 
rate between 30 and 80 percent was comparatively much higher. 
The candidates of the Kremlin-based party “United Russia“ were 
victorious in all governor elections. The governors received bet-
ween 60.5 (in Tomsk) and 89 percent of the votes (in Mordovia). In 
the 17th region, Adygea, the governor was elected by the regional 
parliament.

In the elections to six regional parliaments (in Northern Ossetia, 
Udmurtia, Krasnodarsk, Pensa, Saratov and Sakhalin) Putin‘s party 
reached between 44 and 70 percent. The second and third place 
went to the Communist Party of Gennady Zyuganov (between ele-
ven and 14 percent) and the Liberal Democrats of Vladimir Zhiri-
novsky (between seven and thirteen percent).

The election was considered to be a mood barometer for the Rus-
sian presidential election on March 18th, 2018. It is expected that 
Putin will run for a fourth term of office.

Source: www.wikipedia.org, www.jungewelt.de, www.deutsch.rt.com and www.
spiegel.de

The local elections in Portugal

Landslide victory for Socialist Party in Portugal
 
On 1st of October 2017 elections were held in 308 municipal asso-
ciations and in 3,091 municipalities in the Algarve as well as in the 
whole of Portugal. The voters’ turnout amounted to 54.96 percent 
with more than five million citizens. The Socialist Party was able to 
win mainly the southern regions and the economically disadvan-
taged border districts to Spain.

The Socialist Party (Partido Socialista, PS) from Prime Minister An-
tónio Costa emerged as clear winner. Nationwide, the party achie-
ved 38.7 percent of the vote, thus achieving its best ever result so 
far. The Socialist Party won ten more mayors in the elections, hence 
will in future appoint 160 mayors. In the capital Lisbon, 42 percent 
voted for the party and subsequently Fernando Medina will conti-
nue to hold the mayor’s office. The socialists are the strongest par-
ty in ten of the 16 Algarve communities.

The second place took the conservative-liberal Social Democratic 
Party (Partido Social Democrata, PSD) which recorded 30.3 percent 
of the vote and represents 98 mayors, among others in Monchi-
que, Albufeira, Castro Marim, Faro, Monchique and Vila Real de 
Santo António. Due to this defeat, former Prime Minister Pedro 
Passos Coelho will no longer run for the office of the party chair-
man in 2018.

In the third place landed the Unitary Democratic Coalition (Coli-
gação Democrática Unitária, CDU) with 9.5 percent. The party lost 
10 of its 34 mayors.

Source: www.algarve-entdecker.com, www.bloomberg.com, www.wikipedia.org 
and www. kontrast.at

IRE  is 
sponsored by

 Pristina’s incumbent Mayor 
Shpend Ahmeti
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Technology of 
tomorrow:

TODAY
“Fibre Optics are the 
data highway of the 

future”

CEO Hans-Peter Wilhelmer, MBA

Fibre Network Construction GmbH
Gluckgasse 1, 4th floor, 1010 Vienna
p.wilhelmer@fibre-nc.com
www.fibre-nc.com

EXPERIENCE: Our team has 15 years 
experience in design and construction of 
fiber optic networks and is very familiar with 
the current technologies of cable laying.

BUSINESS-NETWORKS: 11 years marketing 
experience with Fibre Network providers 
and network-planning with connections 
up to 10,000 mobile phone masts speak for 
themselves.

PRICE ADVANTAGE:  Fibre Network 
Construction offers the possibility of an 
economic installation.
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Municipal election in Estonia

Center Party wins 
 
In Estonia, municipal elections were held in 79 government units on 15th of 
October 2017. More than 1.1 million registered voters have elected 1,729 lo-
cal council members from 11,804 candidates at 557 polling stations. For the 
first time in Estonian election history, 16 years-old were able to vote in the 
2017 municipal elections, representing more than 24,000 new voters.  53.3 
percent of voters participated in local government council elections.

The Center Party (Eesti Keskerakond), the main party of the Estonian ruling 
coalition, has clearly won the local election. Prime Minister Juri Ratas de-
clared victory for his party that took 27.3 percent of all votes cast in 79 local 
councils across the nation, beating independent candidates and coalitions 
that came second with 26.8 percent of votes. The center-right Reform Party 
(Eesti Reformierakond) came third with 19.5 percent of votes. In the fourth 
place, the Social Democratic Party (Sotsiaaldemokraatlik Erakond) followed 
with 10.3 percent.

The Center Party has received a clear majority in the city council of Tallinn and 
will thus continue to appoint the mayor in Estonia‘s capital, which has been 
running out of its ranks since 2005. The highest voters-turnout was in the 
Võru county (60.1 percent), the lowest in Ida-Viru county with 46.7 percent.

Source: news.xinhuanet.com, www.kov2017.valimised.ee and 
www.middletownpress.com

Österreichische Hagelversicherung warns against “concreting over“ the landscape:

IRE-Member Company launches campaign against 
soil consumption in Austria

Every day uncontaminated soil in the size of 30 soccer fields is re-
sealed and destroyed.  The consequences of steadily increasing 
obstruction concern all Austrians, according to the Österreichische 
Hagelversicherung (Austrian Hail Insurance). Since the sealed soils 
can no longer store water, this leads to floods and high tide, but 
also to drought. Hence, the company presented its latest signing 
campaign against excessive land use in Salzburg on 24th of August 
2017.

If the development continues as before, Austria has no more agri-
cultural areas in 200 years. Around 500,000 jobs in and around ag-
riculture are at risk. In addition, Austria would become unattractive 
for tourists due to the destruction of the countryside, according 
to Kurt Weinberger, the Chairman of the Österreichischen Hagel-
versicherung, who is also represented in the IRE-Economic Board. 
Mainly due to storms and floods, the insurance company expects 
this year a loss of 200 million Euros.

Meadow, forest or farmland, which 
was once installed, is irretrievably 
destroyed, according to Weinberger. 
It should not be built on the outskirts 
of towns and cities but in the core 
areas:  „This also means a condensa-
tion in the city. This ultimately leads 
to the fact that we can spare the 
most important basis for life, ‘soil’“, 
Weinberger explained. If nothing will 

be changed, an area as large as the entire city of Salzburg will be 
re-concreted every year in Austria, warns CEO Weinberger, who 
addressed this problem as a panelist at this year‘s Conference of 
European Regions and Cities in Salzburg organized by the IRE. 

The Chairman of the Board of Management looks positively to-
wards the ‘Master Plan for Rural Areas’, in which a considerably lo-
wer new conversion is provided. Environment Minister Andrä Rup-
prechter who held a highly-topical speech at the 13th Conference 
of European Regions and Cities on the 25th of September 2017 in 
Salzburg, where he highlighted this subject matter. 

More information on the campaign can be found at: www.boden-
los.info 

Source: www.tvthek.orf.at, www.orf.at and www.hagel.at 

IRE-member city Ljubljana received 
title for its “Citizens’ Initiative”

On 7th of July 2017, the IRE-member city Ljubljana received Urban 
Good Practice title for including citizens through its Citizens’ Initi-
atives service.

The Citizens’ Initiative focuses on promoting direct communi-
cation of citizens with the Mayor and the City Administration. 
Through various communication channels (personal, via online 
media or via the web portal of citizens‘ initiatives) citizens can sub-
mit issues, concerns and inquiries directly to the city government. 
Additionally, each month during the Open Doors Day, the Mayor is 
personally available for talks with the citizens. This enables citizens 
to actively participate, to strengthen their sense of belonging and 
give feedback.  

97 (out of 300) good practices were selected from 25 European 
countries. The City of Ljubljana saw this call as an opportunity to 
present Ljubljana’s good practices, to promote the recognition of 

the city, to deepen the participation in the creation of European 
policies in the field of sustainable urban development and to in-
crease further cooperation with the EU. 

Source: www.ljubljana.si
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IRE-member region as guest in Austria

Braşov/Kronstadt and the city of Linz 
deepen their relationships

On the occasion of an event organized by the cultural association 
Carpatia the IRE-member region Kronstadt/Braşov visited Linz on 
30th of June 2017. After a first meeting of representatives Braşov/ 
Kronstadt with the city of Linz in the context of the last IRE con-
ference in September 2016 in Salzburg and another meeting in 
spring 2017, the representatives of the city of Braşov/Kronstadt 
met with the cultural association Carpatia.

The event was attended by Deputy Mayor of Linz Detlef Wimmer, 
a delegation of the city government, a representative of the Ro-
manian Embassy in Vienna, Romanian Honorary Consul Wolfgang 

Berger-Vogel, the 
official delegation 
of Braşov/Kronstadt 
and, of course, many 
Romanians, who 
have chosen Linz 

Cristian 
Macedonschi 
with 
Detlef Wimmer

and the state of Upper Austria as a new electoral home. “Kronstadt 
has impressed with dance, tradition, craftsmanship and good clas-
sical music” Cristian Macedonschi, city councilor in Braşov/Kron-
stadt and representative of the Democratic Forum of the Germans 
in Kronstadt, highlighted.

The meeting took place in the new town hall of Linz. Topics such 
as e-mobility, district heating, international relations and dual trai-
ning as well as the future of the Kronstadt airport were discussed. 
Meanwhile, a European mobility conference is planned in Braşov, 
where mobility specialists from “Smart City Linz“ will also be spea-
king, according to Cristian Macedonschi.

For more information, please visit: www.brasovcity.ro

Source: Office of the City Council in Braşov/Kronstadt and Romanian Cultural 
Association Carpatia

In connection with the 13th Conference of European Regions and 
Cities (24 – 26 September 2017), the Central European Initiative 
(CEI) under the Belarusian CEI Presidency held a meeting on the 
25th of September 2017 in Salzburg. The Institute of the Regions 
of Europe has a long-standing-cooperation with the CEI. During 
the 5th meeting of the Committee of National Coordinators (CNC) 
the revision of the CEI guidelines, the rules of procedure and the 
content of the new CEI action plan were discussed.

CEI Committee met during the IRE-Conference 
in September 2017 in Salzburg

In addition, efforts have been made to strengthen relations with 
Member States and with international institutions. Forthcoming 
events of the CEI presidency, the UN General Assembly session in 
September 2017 in New York and the Ministerial Conference on 
Science and Technology on the 26th of October 2017 in Minsk were 
discussed. 
For more information please visit: www.cei.int 
Source: www.cei.int

Nowadays Ajara Autonomous Republic, with its administrative 
center – Batumi, is one of the most dynamically developing black 
sea coastal regions. Batumi, being located at the southeastern cor-
ner of the Black Sea, serves as a gateway not only to Georgia, but 
also to Caucasus and further East to the central Asia. Convenient 
coastal location, strategic importance and attractiveness define 
the success of the city, namely, growing numbers of investments, 
transit corridor function, developed tourism sector and many 
other. Importance of Batumi as a maritime and cultural capital was 
invaluable for Georgia in past and present. Since its declaration as 
the ‘Porto Franco’ at the beginning of 19th century, Batumi has be-
come one of the fastest developing European cities. Moreover, it 
has developed as the important port in the Black Sea region.

Economy
Recent economic reforms initiated in the country, have led to a ra-
pid economic up-turn in Ajara. The main priorities of the region’s 
economic development are Tourism, Light Industry and Logistics. 
The share of foreign direct investments in these fields is growing 
year by year.

As of the latest annual figures, total volume of investments was 
428 million USD, with 71% of foreign investment share. During 
the previous five years, average private investments development 
trend in Ajara increased by 24%. The main sectors of investments 
were Energy, Tourism and Construction. 

What makes Ajara attractive for investors?

u Strategic Geographic Location - Batumi is situated in western 
part of Trans-Caucasian Corridor between Black and Caspian 
Seas, on the crossroad of the ancient Silk Road that connects 
Asia and Europe;

u Business-Friendly, Stable Environment and Liberal Econo-
mic Legislation - Georgian economic legislation is strongly 
investor oriented. Several State laws of Georgia are specifically 
dedicated to facilitate and stimulate both local and foreign in-
vestments. Georgia is one of the leaders in the world in terms 
of ease of business start-up procedures;

u Georgia-EU Association Agreement - Georgia signed an As-
sociation Agreement with EU, which provides Georgian com-
panies an access to European markets. Thanks to the signed 
Free Trade Agreements, products made in Georgia have an 
preferential access to 900 million consumer markets; 

u Flat/Low Taxes and Incentives - Georgia has one of the lowest 
tax rates in Europe. 

Black Sea Pearl of Georgia - Ajara Autonomous Republic
represented by the Chairman Mr. Zurab Pataradze

In addition, to foster the economic 
development of the region, the 
Ministry of Finance and Economy 
of Ajara is conducting numerous 
promotional campaigns and 
events in various countries of Eas-
tern Europe and Asia.
Georgia has advanced in all inter-
national rankings in the past five 
years:
The World Bank Group ranks Ge-
orgia 16th out of 190 countries with 
respect to ”Ease of doing Business 2017”;
Frazer institute ranks Georgia 5th in terms of “Economic Freedom 
of the World”;
The Heritage Foundation ranks Georgia 13th out of 180 countries 
with respect to “Index of Economic Freedom”.

Tourism 
Ajara is becoming popular and attractive among tourists. Millions 
of tourists visit the region from around the world for its diverse 
tourist products and potential. The biggest advantage of Ajara is 
the combination of the sea and the mountains, black sea resorts, 
protected areas and the richness of the mountainous region. 
All these factors contribute to the development of Ajara as the 
4-season destination. 
Touristic uniqueness of Ajara is defined by the fact that at the same 

time, one can enjoy both swimming on the seaside and skiing, 
just few hours away from the beach on mountainous resorts. Sea 
tourism, MICE and ecotourism, cultural and wine tourism, Birdwat-
ching, rural tourism etc. are among popular tourism varieties of the 
region. Ajara is becoming the hub of both local and international 
festivals, conferences, seminars and forums in various thematic 
fields. 
Tourism potential of Ajara region is being promoted internatio-
nally – in 31 cities of 16 target countries by the means of digital 
marketing, outdoor and media advertising via EURONEWS, BBC 
and CNN as well as via Forbes Kazakhstan. It should be noted that 
25 companies operating 140 flights per week at Batumi Internati-
onal Airport have increased the number of tourists by 62 %, which 
consequently highlights the raising interest to Ajara region as new 
destination. 

“Ajara- better to see once than to hear about it a 
thousand times.”

Chairman Zurab Pataradze
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14th Meeting of the Special Commission on Unionship, Governance, Institutional Affairs 
and External Relations (CIVEX):

“European Citizen Travel Card“ for tourism 
and public transport

On 6th of July 2017, Austrian representatives in the Committee of 
the Regions (CoR) expressed their support for the introduction of 
the “European Citizen Travel Card“ at the 14th meeting of the CoR 
commission for citizenship, governance, institutional issues and 
external relations (CIVEX).

The free “European Citizen Travel Card“ would have “a positive ef-
fect on Austrian tourism, unites citizens and at the same time al-
lows discounted prices for Europeans, such as public transport and 
museums”, according to Franz Schausberger, CoR-representative 
of Salzburg, who represented the amendment introduced.

Topics such as refugee problems, the integration of migrants, and 
measures against populism as well as extremism in Europe were 
discussed. In addition, it was debated how to foster the cohesion 
of the 28 EU Member States and the European Union to bring peo-
ple closer to the local level.

In the discussion on “Reflecting on Europe“ Markku Markkula, 
former president of CoR, underlined the importance of stressing 
the role of the local and regional levels during citizens‘ debates. 
Furthermore he told members that the local and regional levels 
are acknowledged more frequently to be the governance levels 
which can be operated more closely to citizens. Concerning the 
Rome Declaration that was signed by 27 Member States and all 

the EU‘s key institutions, he underlined the importance of mentio-
ning subsidiarity and acknowledging the need to work together 
on levels where it makes sense. Finally he stressed the need for the 
CoR to influence the renewal process of the EU in a pro-active way 
and to get in contact with all the political leaders through the CoR 
members. He concluded by reminding members that the future of 
the EU should be for and with the citizens.

Karl-Heinz Lambertz stressed that the debates are very impor-
tant to see in which direction the EU should go and to decide on 
what the EU should look like in the future. He emphasised the im-
portance of having diverse ideas but at the same time reminded 
members that it is also important to know how to realize them as 
it would be counterproductive to have a big report on the future 
of the EU but no ability to implement it. He also pointed out that 
there should not just be a discussion about competencies but also 
about their impact on citizens, about solidarity and financial re-
sources. He concluded by underlining the need of going all toge-
ther in the same direction.

Arnoldas Abramavicius (deputy mayor of Zarasai/Lithuania, IRE-
member) told members that as there are 795 municipalities in Ar-
menia, most of these municipalities are very weak, have few finan-
cial resources and a very small range of services they can offer. He 
also reminded members that since 1987, Armenia is in state of war 
with its neighbouring country Azerbaijan. The local elections in 
Yerevan were held one month after the national elections, which is 
a reason that there were only three political parties participating in 
the elections. As a political comment he stressed that only 40 per-
cent of voters participated in the Yerevan elections: an alarming 
sign which shows the high level of political apathy and mistrust in 
the political system, even on the local level.

Source: liaison office of the region of Salzburg to the EU in Brussels and CoR

From left to right: Danijel Marusic (regional president of 
Brod-Posavina), Nikola Dobroslavic (regional president of 
Dubrovnik-Neretva) and Franz Schausberger

Markku Markkula, 
1st Vice-President 

of the European 
Committee of the 

Regions

Karl-Heinz Lambertz, 
President of the 
European Committee of 
the Regions

Arnoldas 
Abramavicius, deputy 

mayor of Zarasai/
Lithuania
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Our regions are our identity and consequently 
the backbone of the European project. 
Supporting them has to be one 
of our top priorities!

ClaudiaSchmidtEU
@Schmidt_Clau

of our top priorities!
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IRE Chairman Schausberger at the EPP Demography Conference in Budapest

Tackle aging in rural areas through targeted measures
The demographic development is closely related to the geogra-
phic component. While population growth has been observed in 
the central areas and in the large urban centers, the population 
figures are decreasing in remote rural areas. Young people move 
into the centers, the number of children decreases, the older gene-
ration remains. This serious development of the aging of rural regi-
ons is urgently needed to be tackled throughout Europe through 
targeted measures, IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger explained 
at the EPP Conference of the Committee of the Regions in Buda-
pest on 8th of September 2017.

The emigration from rural areas is increasingly being driven by 
women, as they do not have enough jobs and too little childcare 
centers are available. Also the supply of fast Internet connections, 
which are absolutely essential for home workplaces, leaves much 
to be desired. Additionally, there are unsatisfactory transport and 
infrastructure connections which are necessary, for example, that 
children can access higher education institutions in central loca-
tions.

Schausberger referred to the exemplary master plan of the Aus-
trian Minister for Agriculture, Rupprechter, to strengthen the rural 
regions and the emigration as well as called for greater attention 
to the emptying of the remote regions in EU regional policy.

Immigration from rural regions to the urban centers, on the other 
hand, brings great problems, since they have too few apartments 
available, urban transport increases and education is additional-
ly burdened, Schausberger explained. In the future, the regions 
would have to be given greater capacity to deal with the problem 
of emigration. This means, that the decentralization of compe-
tences and finances would be absolutely necessary, and that any 
kind of centralization only exacerbates the problem.

In addition to the conference, Schausberger met separately with 
the Hungarian Secretary of State for European Integration, Takacs 
Szabolcs Ferenc as well as with the President of the Hungarian 
Parliament, Köver Laszlo, on euro-political issues.

State Secretary 
Takacs Szabolcs 
Ferenc and Franz 
Schausberger

President of 
the Hungarian 
Parliament Köver 
Laszlo with Franz 
Schausberger

In the heart of Brussels, an extraordinary place was created about the narrative of a continent

European Parliament opens 
“House of European History“ in Brussels

In the Belgian capital Brussels, opened on the 6th of May 2017 a 
permanent exhibition on history, similarities and integration pro-
cesses of Europe. The main focus is on European integration and 
on European heritage which is explained in all 24 official langu-
ages of the EU. The museum is open seven days a week. Emphasis 
is placed on the exchange of moments, encounters of European 
history in the different places of Europe. The aim of the museum is 
to contribute to a better understanding of the common past and 
the different experiences of people in Europe and, above all, the 
hope of learning from the common history.

For more Information, please visit: www.historia-europa.ep.eu 

Source: www.historia-europa.ep.eu, www.dw.com and HDGE



FOCUS
Transylvania

FOCUS
IRE Network – Members & Cooperations

24 newsregion 46 / october17 newsregion 46 / october17 25

Support for culture and social projects in 
Transylvania from Salzburg

The International Salzburg Association (ISA), a platform for friends 
and supporters of Salzburg from all over the world, who feel par-
ticularly connected to the province of Salzburg, visited Transylva-
nia in Romania from 28th of September until 1st of October 2017. 
The delegation was headed by Salzburg‘s governor Dr. Wilfried 
Haslauer and met the mayor of Hermannstadt (Sibiu), Astrid Fo-
dor. The ISA members were extremely impressed by the historical 
heritage and the great upturn of the city, especially since it was 
European Capital of Culture in 2007. Governor Haslauer guaran-
teed the mayor a support for young, talented artists as well as for a 
handicapped girl. Subsequently, the delegation visited several old 
fortified churches and finally came to Kronstadt/Braşov.

16 years of commitment towards integrated 
sustainable development of Transylvanian villages

The Mihai Eminescu Trust is a non-profit orga-
nisation since 1998, to preserve the cultural and 
natural heritage of the Saxon villages with for-
tified churches of Transylvania some of which 
were recognized by the UNESCO World Heritage. 
The MET concentrates on the villages of Transyl-
vania, because of the age and richness of their 
culture and the emergency caused by the mass 
emigration of the Romanian Saxons inhabitants 
in 1990. Due to the emigration a new communi-
ty, with other traditions and cultural background, 

More than 19.000 people live in the Municipality of Šamac, which is located in the 
northeast part of the Republika Srpska in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The exceptionally 
suitable-strategic position of the municipality, right on the border to Croatia and 
60 kilometers away from Serbia, provides excellent conditions for investments in 
agriculture production, food processing and offers qualified as well as cost com-
petitive workforce.  

For more information, please visit: www.opstinasamac.org

IRE welcomes new member

The City of Samac, 
Republika Srpska, BiH

Mayor Đorđe 
Milićević 

and Franz 
Schausberger

Viviane Reding joined the 
IRE-Board of Patrons

The Institute of the Regi-
ons of Europe is pleased 
to announce that Viviane 
Reding joined the IRE-
Board of Patrons.

Dr. Viviane 
Reding – Member 
of the European Parliament
Viviane Reding is a Luxembourgish journalist and 
politician. She obtained a doctorate in human sci-
ences at the Sorbonne in Paris. Reding has more 
than 25 years of professional experience in Euro-
pean politics. For the first ten year she was mem-
ber of the European Parliament. From 1999-2004 
she served as European Commissioner for Educa-
tion and Culture and subsequently became the 
Commissioner for Information Society and Media 
(2004-2010). From 2010 to 2014 she was Vice-pre-
sident of the European Commission and European 
Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights and 
Citizenship. Since July 2014, she has been again a 
member of the European Parliament.

The young pianist Paul Cristian Ionescu and the Kronstadt stu-
dent Sabin Păduroiu received support from the International Salz-
burg Association (ISA). Under the leadership of the Kronstadt City 
Councilor Cristian Macedonschi, the ISA delegation visited Kron-
stadt. Sabin Păduroiu studies medicine in Kronstadt and wants to 
provide a mobile blood donation facility with other young peo-
ple from the Red Cross branch from the city. Currently there are 
no such facilities in Kronstadt/Braşov. The award of the symbolic 
check was carried out by Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger, ISA Hono-
rary President and former Governor of Salzburg as well as Dr. Ing. 
Dieter Soltmann, ISA Vice-President.

Source: Allgemeine Deutsche Zeitung für Rumänien, 25. Jahrgang Nr. 6216

From left: Student Sabin 
Păduroiu, City Councilor 

Cristian Macedonschi, Franz 
Schausberger, ISA Vice-Pre-
sident Dieter Soltmann and 

Pianist Paul Cristian Ionescu

From left: ISA Vice-President 
Dieter Soltmann, the mayor of 
Hermannstadt (Sibiu) Astrid 
Fodor, Salzburg‘s governor Dr. 
Wilfried Haslauer and Franz 
Schausberger, ISA Honorary 
President

has been brought in these villages. Hence, the 
Trust is dedicated to preserve, conserve and re-
generate the inherited cultural values in order 
to make locals responsible and proud of their 
heritage. So far the Trust developed and imple-
mented 1,200 projects in close cooperation with 
local, regional and national authorities.

For more information, please visit: 
www.mihaieminescutrust.org

Source: Mihai Eminescu Trust
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Student accommodation – affordable housing 
at the place of education

Raimund-Pradler Studentenheim, Innsbruck

Mozart Studentenheim, Salzburg

Matador Studentenheim, Kuchl

www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

2017.09.210x297_Studentenheime.indd   1 05.09.2017   11:43:16

Wednesday, 8th November 2017
19:00 until 21:30 hrs   Arrival & Welcome Dinner (Location: Restaurant Istranka, Bože Milanovića 2, Opatija)

Thursday, 9th November 2017
Venue: Culture and Tourist Center GERVAIS, Ul. Nikole Tesle 5, 51410, Opatija, Croatia

09:00 Opening Statements 
10:30 Press Conference / Networking coffee break & Get-together
11:00  Panel Debate I:  “European challenges for cross-border transport and logistics chain in South-East 

Europe
12:30 Networking Lunch break
13:30 Panel Debate II: “Modern logistics solutions from the perspective of the transport industry”
15:00  Networking coffee break & Get-together
15:30  Panel Debate III: “The importance of intermodal terminals in the regions of South-East Europe” – 

Presentation of 5 to 6 best practice examples in transport and logistics issues from CEI Member Countries 
and their regions; further best-practice examples from Hungary, Czech Republic, Serbia and Italy 

17:00 Summary and Closing Statement

IRE-International Expert Conference

“Logistics and Transport - optimization of the 
distribution of goods in the regions”

from 8. / 9. November 2017 in Centre Gervais Opatija, Croatia, 
09:00 hrs until 17:00 hrs

Registration under: office@institut-ire.eu

Mag. Hermann ANDERL
Managing Director
Canon CEE GmbH

DI Wolfgang ANZENGRUBER 
Chairman of the Board
Verbund AG

DI Stefan DÖRFLER
Chairman of the Board
Erste Bank der österreichischen 
Sparkassen AG 

Peter HAUBNER
General Secretary
Austrian Economic League

Dr. Andreas HOPF 
Managing Director
Central Danube Region Marketing & 
Development

Dr. Johannes HÖRL
Managing Director & Chairman of 
the Board 
Großglockner Hochalpenstrasse 

Councillor of Commerce 
Ing. Franz HRACHOWITZ
Managing Director
TRASYS Beteiligungs-und Manage-
ment GmbH

Đorđa KOJIĆ
CEO
Brčko Gas d.o.o.

Prof. Dr. Klaus MANGOLD
Chairman
Mangold Consulting GmbH 

Dr. Susanne RIESS 
Chairwoman of the Board
Bausparkasse Wüstenrot AG

Mag. Veronika SEITWEGER
Auditor, Tax Advisor & Partner
TPA Steuerberatung GmbH 

Mag. Alois STEINBICHLER
Chairman of the Executive Board
Kommunalkredit Austria AG

Ing. Markus Strasser-STÖCKL
CEO & General Manager 
Network Quality Management GmbH

Councillor of Commerce Prof. Ing. 
DDr. Werner STEINECKER
Chairman of the Board
Energie AG Oberösterreich

DI Christian STRUBER MBA
Managing Director
Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH 

Dr. Josef TAUS
Chairman of the Board
Management Trust Holding AG

Ing. Zvjezdan VIŠT
Founder & Managing Director 
Wischt d.o.o. 

Dr. Kurt WEINBERGER
Chairman of the Board
Österreichische Hagelversicherung

Dr. Walter ZANDANELL
Managing Director & Chairman of the 
Board, Volksbank Salzburg

IRE called into existence the “Economic Board”

For the IRE the connection with the representatives of the economy is particularly 
important. In 2016, the “Economic Board“ was set up to strengthen the network of 
around 40 IRE business partners. Particularly important is the link between compa-
nies and investors and the regions of Europe. The IRE is therefore very interested in 
expanding the “Economic Board“ through many other company representatives. So 
far, the following high-ranking economic representatives have joined the IRE Econo-
mic Board:
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