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I was in Kosovo on 17 May to celebrate the entry into force of our 
Stabilisation and Association Agreement. At that time, I stressed 
how this was a defining moment in our relations. As our first con-
tractual relationship it is proof that our ties with Kosovo are inten-
sifying and that Kosovo‘s European aspirations are real. But I also 
stressed that the Stabilisation and Association Agreement is of li-
mited value if the country does not have a clear EU strategic vision 
in order to work together on a common European agenda. And 
this is why I discussed with Prime Minister Mustafa the need to 
have a European Reform Agenda to serve as a platform of our joint 
strategic objective to implement reforms and move the country 
closer to its EU path. There have been many missed opportunities 
over the past year. Unfortunately, the polarisation between politi-
cal parties has continued to prevent Kosovo from making substan-
tial progress on EU reforms. We cannot afford any more missed 
opportunities. 

The European Reform Agenda is a tool to help us reap the bene-
fits of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement. Implementing 
reforms to strengthen its democratic governance, the economy 
and the rule of law will make Kosovo more attractive for foreign 
investors, create jobs, and eventually enable the economy to flou-
rish. To achieve this we need to be very specific and aim for con-
crete deliverables. This is reflected in the agreed roadmap which 
lists specific priorities to be implemented over the next 12 to 18 
months. This of course requires a concerted effort, not only from 
government, but also from the opposition, civil society, and busi-
ness. And I am really pleased of the close co-operation and inclu-
sive nature of the process in identifying the priorities in consulta-
tion with business community, civil society, international partners 
and financing institutions.

Johannes Hahn

Commissioner for European 
Neighbourhood Policy & 

Enlargement Negotiations

https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire
You can find us on Facebook 

2 newsregion 43 / dec16 3newsregion 43 / dec16 3

The Institute of European Regions (IRE) organized its 
fifth conference on „Green and Sustainable Mobili-
ty“ on 10 November 2016. It was held in the castle 
of the Slovenian capital Ljubljana. In previous years 
IRE expert conferences on this topic took place in 
Tübingen (D), Vienna (AT), Wrocław (PL) and Trieste 
(ITL), which shows the great challenge and interest 
of sustainable mobility for all European cities. A 
green transport concept must take into account the 
mobility needs of the rising population while only 
allowing minimal environmental impact. The opti-
mal mix of public transport with pedestrian zones, 
bicycle lanes and individual traffic will remain one of 
the major tasks.
A best-practice example is Ljubljana, which has been 

named „Green Capital“ 2016 for its efforts in the area 
of sustainable mobility. Ljubljana was cooperation 
partner for this year´s conference and mayor Zoran 
Janković, Deputy Mayor Dejan Crnek and Miran 
Gajšek, the head of the Urban Planning Department, 
presented their mobility concept with broad green 
areas along the river. Mayor Janković stressed, that 
he will continue to devote himself to the topic of su-
stainability in the future to guarantee the citizens a 
high quality of life. A special focus of the conference 
was the Master Mobility Plan of the EU.
„The European Union provides guidelines and finan-
cial resources for this purpose. It offers financing in-
struments by the European Investment Fund (EFSI),“ 

Innovations & Initiatives presented at the IRE conference in Ljubljana:

The Future of Cities is Green

Fifth conference on „Green and Sustainable Mobility“

www

FOCUS
5 Conference Green and Sustainable Mobility

Mayor Zoran Janković

European Reform Agenda brings great benefits to the people of Kosovo

The European Reform Agenda covers the three key areas that are 
essential for Kosovo’s present and future development: The first 
is Good Governance and the Rule of Law. It tackles some important 
challenges such as independence of the judiciary, merit-based ap-
pointments and selection procedures, and transparency in political 
party finances. When implemented, there will be improved merit-
based recruitment in the public administration. Another measure 
is the introduction of e-procurement which will go a long way in 
ensuring transparency and accountability in the awarding of selec-
tion of public tenders. The second area is the Competitiveness and 
Investment Climate.  We want to raise Kosovo‘s production base 
and export capacities, to close the competitiveness gap, to tackle 
the large informal economy and to improve the business environ-
ment which will create a better investment climate. Creating an 
investor aftercare programme, aligning the rules with internatio-
nal accounting standards, reducing the administrative burdens for 
setting up companies and improving the „Doing Business“ indica-
tors of the World Bank will help to attract foreign investors who are 
keen to have simplified procedures and a predictable and stable 
regulatory environment. The final key area is Employment and Ed-
ucation. The measures identified here will help create a functioning 
labour market which can provide more employment opportuni-
ties. Better teacher training programmes, creating links between 
education and the job market, improving the quality of vocational 
training and facilitating school to work transition are some of the 
measures that aim to provide the young people of Kosovo with the 
right skills necessary to get a job in Kosovo.

The EU is already contributing EUR 165 million to help turn Europe-
an Reform Agenda objectives into reality and we will continue to 
offer our long-term political and financial support to help Kosovo 
in this regard. But ultimately it is up to Kosovo to make this a suc-
cess. I am confident that the European Reform Agenda will act as 
a unifying force, helping all parties work together to achieve the 
same goals as Kosovo continues on its path to European integra-
tion. This is what the people of Kosovo want and this is what we 
should all aim for.   (Source: EU Commission Press Release)
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From left H.E. Zoran Stancic, Head of Re-
presentation EU Commission in Slovenia, 
Lordmayor of Ljubljana Zoran Jankovic, Franz 
Schausberger and Deputy Trade Commissio-
ner Eva Pfurtscheller, AWO

From left:  Frédéric Sartou (Navya Tech), 
Rainer Müller (TINA Vienna), Zoran Stancic, 
Franz Schausberger, Matjaž Vrčko (Slovenian 
Ministry of Infrastructure) und Dietrich 
Leihs (ERA Chair Researcher for Intelligent 
Transport Systems).

From left:  Franz 
Schausberger, Jasmina 

Selan, Head of Inter-
municipal Develop-

ment Center Grosuplje, 
Alojzij Kastelic, 

Mayor of Trebnje  and 
IRE Board Member 

Helmut Falschlehner

reported IRE chairman Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger. 
„This shows how important regional partners are in 
order to develop urban concepts and plan the finan-
cing. Much must therefore be done in the regions 
and on the municipal level. Public-Private Partner-
ship Projects (PPP) offer an excellent opportunity“, 
added Schausberger.
The French company NAVYA Tech, for example, has 
recently offered a solution with an intelligent and 
electric transport vehicle. Frédéric Sartou presented 
the autonomous and driverless minibus, which is the 
future of smart mobility. Introduced in October 2015, 
the NAVYA ARMA is a 100% electric and autonomous 
transport vehicle that can carry 15 passengers and 
travel safely up to 45 km/h. The NAVYA ARMA is the 
first fully autonomous serial vehicle.
A smart traffic solution on sea was introduced by 

Massimiliano Angelotti from Smart City Trieste (Ita-
ly). The cross-border SEA-WAY model connects the 
Adriatic Sea cities of Trieste with Piran (Slovenia), 
Rovinj and Pula (Croatia). The maritime transport 
network thus relieves the road and rail network and 
reduces CO2 emissions.
Another example of best practice is the Austrian 
capital Vienna, which has repeatedly been named 
the world‘s most livable city worldwide. In addition 
to health and education, transport is an important 
part of the evaluation. And the future aim is clear: “ 
We want to reduce CO2 emissions by 80% until 2050”, 
said Rainer Müller from TINA Vienna, the Smart City 
Vienna Agency.  The city also works closely with the 
neighboring communities, from where many people 
commute to Vienna every day.
The main objective of the international conference 
was to bring together the regional partners and to 
analyze initiatives, best practice examples, innova-

tive transport programs 
and technological solu-
tions, as well as provide 
impulses for new activities, 
cooperations and projects.

www

               Regional partners had the opportunity to analyze 
initiatives, best practice examples, innovative transport pro-
grams and technological solutions.
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NAVYA
Our vision: answering tomorrows challenges, today

Technology of 
tomorrow:

TODAY
“Fibre Optics are 
the data highway 

of the future”

CEO Hans-Peter Wilhelmer, MBA

Fibre Network Construction GmbH
Riemergasse 14/33, 1010 Vienna
p.wilhelmer@fibre-nc.com
www.fibre-nc.com

FOCUS
5 Conference Green and Sustainable Mobility

NAVYA is a French company specialising in develo-
ping innovative, smart and sustainable solutions. 
NAVYA develops driverless, automated electric vehi-
cles that are independent of all infrastructure.
In October, 2015, NAVYA launched NAVYA ARMA, its 
manufacturer’s first driverless production vehicle, 
100% autonomous and electric. The NAVYA ARMA 
calls upon state of the art technologies, developed 
to ensure safety, comfort and performance.   These 
vehicles are a smart mode of transport and are the-
refore for the benefit of all citizens and society. The 
vehicle is equipped with a multitude of sensors and 
an embedded system that enables it to interact with 
its surroundings. It is also intended to provide effici-
ent mobility solutions in terms of space and energy 
and has been built on sustainable intermodality and 
multimodality.
NAVYA benefits from major advances in technology 
in the autonomous, electric vehicle sector thanks to 
its experience in the field and a highly qualified R&D 
team. Christophe Sapet, its CEO, is supported by a 
team of 70 people divided up between Lyon and 
Paris.

NAVYA, specialists in developing innovative mobility 
solutions and Keolis, a world leader in public pas-
senger transport, are joining forces to offer the first 
100% electric, autonomous and driverless public 
transport service called NAVLY.    www.navya.tech

MOBILITY
«Electric and dri-
verless, the bus of 
tomorrow will be more 
frequent and less 
pollutant.» 
Credits : CarPostal

SUSTAINABLE CITY
«Clean and responsi-
ble, the bus of tomor-
row will be cheaper 
and more efficient.»
Credits : NAVLY
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The population worldwide is growing and Austria 
expects one million more inhabitants by 2050. The 
reason is not only the slight increase in birth rates 
but also migration.  Housing is a fundamental 
right guaranteeing home to every person. Hence, 
the housing policy needs to be adapted to the 
fast changing society structure with more single 
households, nursing facilities for elderly people and 
higher equipment standards. 

 “All these developments cause challenges for the 
economy and politics. Regions and cities are key 
stakeholders in the field of housing and need to 
set up a variety of modern, flexible, sustainable and 
affordable housing models for the future”, said IRE-
chairman Franz Schausberger at the opening of 
the IRE expert conference. 

Many families decide to live in the suburban areas 
which makes the availability  and affordability of 
the land scarce and expensive, explained Johannes 
Ebner, mayor of Hallwang a town near Salzburg. 
Furthermore, a good public transportation system 
and a broadband internet access are two important 
factors for families who move to the rural areas. The 
challenge is to offer a quiet and green environment 
with flawless infrastructure.  

“Many people commute to the city centers every day, 
which makes subsidized housing and a sustainable 
mobility plan go hand in hand”, agreed Hans 
Mayr, Salzburg state minister for infrastructure and 
housing. The Region of Salzburg has lately worked 
intensively on a new housing reform to guarantee 
liquidity for housing subsidies. The reform will 
also include new housing designs such as starter 

apartments for young people with small income. 
The state government tries to implement the new 
concept without allowing for new debt.

Housing subsidies is not common in all European 
countries, explained Susanne Bauer, chairwoman of 
the Eurocities Working Group Housing.  The average 
construction cost has increased by 46% in the past 
10 years to over 2,000 Euros per square meter which 
makes subsidies so important. Moreover, subsidies 
not only benefit the tenant but also secure jobs 
and promote the construction industry. Vienna has 
developed a new housing policy offering small-scale 
units which are compact, cost-effective and flexible. 
Today, one third of all subsidized apartments in 
Vienna are “smart”. The Austrian housing system is 
well-structured which dates back to the 1980s, when 
Austria did not follow the trend to sell real estate´s 
on the free market but restructured and extended 
the promotion of housing and housing subsidies, 
explained Wolfgang Amann, Director of 
the Institute for Real Estate, Construction 
and Housing in Vienna. The federal 
government has achieved to establish 
a system with great benefits for today´s 
circumstances. 

However, offering non-profit housing 
and investing in modern and efficient 
construction measures while the at the 
same time considering the high land prices 
is an additional challenge for the housing 
business in Salzburg, said Christian 
Wintersteller, chairman of the Public 

IRE Expert Conference on Sustainable and Affordable Housing:

Balancing Sustainability and 
Affordability in Regional Housing

www

FOCUS
Hallwang

     Housing finance 
and loans are still 
the second most 
popular form of 
investment.
Monika Freiberger
Real Estate Manager, 
Wüstenrot Versicherungs-AG

“

Picture above: Peter 
Geiger, Institut für 
Immobilienökonomie 
GmbH, Stefan Eder, 
Benn-Ibler Rechts-
anwäte GmbH, Josef 
Schwaiger, Salzburg 
state minister, Franz 
Schausberger and Ma-
yor Johannes Ebner.
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From left: Klaus Lugger, Christian 
Wintersteller, Susanne Bauer, Hans Mayr, 
Franz Schausberger, Johann Aschauer.

Experts on 
the podium in 
Hallwang

www
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Housing Association in Salzburg. The land prices in Salzburg have 
risen by 123% in the period from 2001 to 2011. Martin Clemens 
Weber from the Erste Bank AG, added that an efficient financial 
system for housing is significant and financial support is offered 
at European level. The European Investment Bank, for example, 
provides for long-term funds with fixed interest rates.

The Austrian company GAP solution GmbH wants to achieve 
a balance between sustainability and affordability for housing 
construction. Johann Aschauer, managing director of GAP solution 
GmbH, presented the project “The House” which supplies the 
household with clean energy not using fossil 
fuels. It consists of a sustainable, ecological 
wood construction and a respiratory active 
facade with a honeycomb technology. “The 
house” has a positive energy balance which is 
generated from water heating, heat recovery 
and solar energy. Approximately 2000 
houses have been modernized or newly built 
with the solar honeycomb technology. 

Affordability is the trademark of NEUE 
HEIMAT TIROL. Managing director Klaus 
Lugger condemns the high prices for rent 
and demands a 20%-limit for rent according 
to the personal income of the tenant. NEUE 
HEIMAT TIROL is one of the leading property 
developers and property management 
companies in Western Austria. As a 
consultant and problem solver in residential 
construction projects, NEUE HEIMAT TIROL 
offers its services to all Tyrolean municipalities 
and institutions. High value is placed on cost-
oriented architecture, high living quality and 
increased environmental consciousness. 

Another best-practice example is the KlimaHaus Agency 
Bolzano, a public institution of the Autonomous Province of 
Bolzano for the energetic certification of buildings. To date, it 
has certified almost 7,000 buildings in Italy alone. The KlimaHaus 
agency is committed to the training and further education of 
all actors involved in construction. It promotes initiatives to 
raise awareness among the population on energy efficiency, 
sustainability and climate change. Energy efficiency requires 
a combination of several actors: builders, planners, building 
contractors and building materials traders, as well as research, 
training and development, politics, administration and service. 

“This is the only way we can save energy 
and reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the 
building sector”, explained Stefan Walder, 
from the Autonomous Province of Bolzano. 
The advantages of KlimaHaus speak for 
themselves: greatly reduced heating costs, 
healthy and comfortable living while at 
the same time increasing the value of the 
property.

“Energy Efficiency plays a crucial role, also in 
the housing business”, said Josef Schwaiger, 
Salzburg state minister for energy. A constant 
development of energy efficient methods 
will improve sustainable living. Furthermore, 
less land is being built on in Salzburg, which 
already shows the positive effects of the 
coherent land and housing policy that the 
regional government is currently optimizing. 
Housing policy is in constant development 
in which a variety of aspects need to be 
considered: changing society structures, 
efficient technology, affordability and many 
actors who have their part in this process.

FOCUS
Conference Sustainable and Affordable Housing

     The limit for rent 
should be reduced 

to 20 % of the 
income.

Klaus Lugger
Managing Director of 

Neue Heimat Tirol (NHT)
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Hallwang

It is not just a building -  
it is the basis of your future.

Kindergarden,  Bad Vigaun

Find here our current offers:
www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

2016.12.12_IRE.indd   1 12.12.2016   09:07:15

FOCUS
New Members

 Peter Verlič is Ma-
yor of the central 

Slovenian munici-
pality Grosuplje.

Draško Dalic is President 
of Canton 10

Grosuplje is a municipality in the Dolenjska region in central Slove-
nia, south of the capital Ljubljana. The total population is around 
18,403 inhabitants, of which 7.625 inhabitants live in the city of 
Grosuplje. In 1136 the village was mentioned for the first time. The 
town grew rapidly after it was connected to the rail network. Gro-
suplje is represented by the mayor Peter Verlič.

Grosuplje together with the two municipalities Ivancna Gorica and 
Trebnje form the joint municipal administration Inter-Municipal 
Development Center (IDC) with the aim of preparing and coordi-
nating projects for the three municipalities. IDC has a long-track 
record in EU projects, is highly motivated with a strong sense of 
commitment and enthusiasm for project work. The IDC works on 
different types of projects; pilot/demo projects, awareness raising, 
R&D, networking, mobilities, education and investment projects.

The mission is to enhance sustainable development, which acti-
vates the potential of the local environment to achieve a develop-
ment breakthrough. They strive to attain these development goals 
– the projects of local communities to pursue cohesion policy, 
where the IDC wants to go beyond regional and national borders 
and include natural, human and economic potential.

The IDC´s aim is to ensure efficient absorption and effective use 
of the resources available from the cohesion fund and agricultu-
ral policy of the European Union, as well as the national funds. In 
pursuit of the aims of the local community they are faced with the 

Canton 10 (Croatian: Hercegbosanska županija; Bosnian: Kanton 
10; Serbian Cyrillic: Кантон 10) is one of the 10 cantons of the Fe-
deration of Bosnia and Herzegovina  in  Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na. The local government seat is in Livno, while the assembly is 
in Tomislavgrad.

The canton has an area of   4,934.9 km², with only about 84,000 
inhabitants, making it the largest but the least populous canton 
in the Federation. It is one of the three cantons of the Federation 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina with a majority of Croatian popula-
tion. The canton has significant natural resources, with large re-
serves of coal and timber, as well as hydro & wind power.

The region is situated between Dalmatia in the west, Una-Sana 
Canton in the north, the Canton of Central Bosnia in the east and 
the Canton of West-Herzegovina and Herzegovina-Neretva in 
the south and southeast. President of the canton is Draško Dalic.

More information: http://www.vladahbz.com/

IRE welcomes new members from 
Slovenia and Bosnia
Grosuplje

Canton 10

strategic guidelines and the guidelines of the European Union and 
other national, sectoral and regional strategic documents that lead 
to the aims which Slovenia has set in the context of Slovenia’s De-
velopment Strategy and which are also followed by the local com-
munity.

For more information please see: http://www.mrc-eu.si/
Or contact: jasmina.selan@grosuplje.si

Franz Schausberger discussing the 
membership and future projects 
with the Minister of Agriculture, 
Water and Forestry Ivica Brešić.
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Lleida

Local elections in Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH):

Ethno-nationalisms on the rise in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina

 
Just after he was able to achieve victory in a controversial referen-
dum concerning a Serbian holiday, the president of the Republika 
Srpska Milorad Dodik and his party SNSD won 33 city mayor seats 
in the council elections in Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH) on 2 October 
2016. Almost one hundred percent of all Bosnian Serbs were in 
favour of the holiday, even though the constitutional court had 
dismissed the referendum previously and officially annulled it on 
November 30th 2016. 

Milorad Dodik and his party were also able to win in the second 
biggest city of BiH Banja Luka. Furthermore, they also triumphed 
in 11 other municipalities, which were previously governed by the 
opposition party SDS. However, the left-wing party Naša Stranka 
(“Our party”) was also able to chalk up a victory and came in 2nd 
place in the two election districts Zentrum and Novo Sarajevo (after 
the Muslim national party SDA). In the Baščaršija district of Saraje-
vo, they even placed 1st. The results of the local election were a de-
cent victory for this young party. The left-wing party, which oppo-
ses nationalism, will also be represented in other local councils in 
the Bosniak-Croat federation of the country. The social democrats 
SDP were satisfied with the results of the local elections: After a di-
vision within the party and a severe election defeat, they were able 
to recover and gained victory in the city of Tuzla, the 3rd biggest 
city of Bosnia-Herzegovina. They also won in nine additional cities. 
Some independent nominees also celebrated the results of the 
elections, they had emphasized their opposition to the “corrupt 
established older parties”. The municipality Srebrenica also elected 
a Bosnian-Serb mayor. During the Bosnian war in the 1990s, over 
8000 Bosniak (Muslim) inhabitants of Srebrenica were killed by 
Serbian militias. Bosnian Serb  Mladen Grujičić  will now assume 
office as major of Srebrenica and will succeed former major Ćamil 
Duraković, a Bosnian Muslim. Grujičić will be the first Bosnian Serb 
acting as a major of this community; his predecessors were all Bos-
nian Muslims.

The controversial referendum which 
was initiated by Dodik also helped 
some decidedly Bosniak (Muslim) 
parties, which, because of the pola-
rization between the different ethnic 
groups, received more votes. Bakir 
Izetbegović, the head of the biggest 
Bosniak-Muslim party SDA, had pre-
viously brought in a charge against 
this holiday. His party cooperated 
with the party of oligarch Fahrudin 
Radončić and they were able to win 
some inner city districts of Sarajevo. 

The results of the election are an indication of the shrinking 
number of liberal thinking Bosnians who oppose ethnonationa-
lism. Many of those people have left Bosnia-Herzegovina in recent 
years. Izetbegović underlined the victory in Sarajevo, stressing that 
“the victory in the center of Sarajevo is more important than in ten 
other municipalities”. His party is still dominating in Sarajevo and 
33 other constituencies, but they lost 12 of their former strong-
holds. The Croatian HDZ party, a branch of the conservative party 
in Croatia, won in the predominantly Croat regions of the country.

There were also reports from massive electoral fraud: Opposition 
members reported “bought votes”. In addition, votes were also see-
mingly bought in exchange for food and debt cancellations (for ex-
ample for electricity or coal). Citizens lend their ID card, while some-
one else voted for them. However, these allegations are not proved. 
In the city of Mostar, the capital of the Herzegovina region, the elec-
tions were not held at all. Over 90.000 people were thus not allowed 
to vote. The ethnic groups were not able to reach a consensus.

According to official information, voter turnout was about 54 per 
cent (about 50 per cent turnout in the Bosniak-Croat Federation 
and about 60 per cent turnout in the Republika Srpska).

In summary, it can be concluded that nationalism is rising in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. These developments are weakening the 
central state. Tensions between the different ethnic groups 
are still noticeable. Lately, those tensioned have further tightened.

Sources: Die Presse, 05.10.2016 (Online), Der Standard, 03.10.2016 (Online) 
ORF, 02.10.2016 (Online), Salzburger Nachrichten, 02.10.2016 (Online)  
Bild: http://www.balkanforum.info/
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Mladen Grujičić, 
Major of Srebrenica

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE
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Regional Elections in the Czech Republic:

New political movement ANO becomes 
strongest party 
 

On October 7th and 8th 2016, regional elections were held in 13 of 
the 14 regional parliaments in the Czech Republic. No elections 
were held in the capital Prague. Andrej Babiš and his party ANO 
(akce nespokojených občanů, „Ano“ also means „Yes“ in Czech) 
won in nine regions, Bohuslav Sobotka and the Czech social de-
mocrats won in two regions, the Christian democrats were able 
to get the most votes in one region. In the Liberec region, the re-
gional party Starostové pro Liberecký kraj  (major for the Liberec 
region) were able to secure a win. ANO got 21,05% of votes in the 
whole country, the social democrats (ČSSD) got 15,25%. They were 
followed by communist party KSČM with 10,55% , the civic demo-
cratic party ODS with 9,47%, Christ-democrats KDU with 6,30%. 
SPD with 4,67% and the political movement STAN with 4,02%. Va-
rious other parties reached 28,69% of the total votes. Only roughly 
a third of eligible voters participated in the regional elections.

Bohuslav Sobotka conceded defeat after the elections and ack-
nowledged that the electorate voted for a political change in the 
regions. The election was also a defeat for the conservative oppo-
sition parties like the ODS.

The government participation of ANO apparently had no negative 
influence on the elections.  ANO, which first appeared in 2012, has 
established itself as the strongest political power in nine regions in 
the first regional elections they participated in. Immediately after 
the party´s establishment in 2012, they managed to win rough-
ly 20% of the Czech electorate. The ANO party even became the 
strongest political power in the Czech Republic at the EU elections 

IRE  is 
sponsored by

in 2014. ANO also competed in the last parliamentary elections 
with the slogan “ANO, bude líp” (“Yes, it will get better) and were 
able to secure second place in this election. As coalition partner, 
Andrej Babiš became the new minister of finances. Babiš presents 
himself as a fighter against corruption and dissipation of money. 
This fact makes him popular among many Czechs. The 61-year-
old billionaire is the owner of the Agrofert Corporation with 250 
companies in 18 different countries. Besides many other ventures, 
he also owns two important Czech daily newspapers and a Czech 
radio station. Critics of Babiš are distrustful of his influence on the 
media.

The regional elections are regarded as a trend indicator for the 
next parliamentary elections in the Czech Republic, which will be 
held in 2017. The outcome of the elections also boost speculations 
that Babiš is planning to become the next head of government 
after the next parliamentary elections. Czech media sources are 
reporting that he wants to become the successor of Sobotka after 
the next elections.

Considering the competition between the coalition partners in the 
government ANO and ČSSD, the political opposition almost peri-
shed. The civic ODS and the conservative Top09 were not able to 
surmount their difficulties in three years. Back then, their admini-
stration had been toppled because of a corruption and bugging 
scandal. Both parties only attained single-digit results which is 
unusual as the opposition parties traditionally gain votes in regi-
onal elections in the Czech Republic.

Sources:
Die Zeit (8.10.2016),  Der Standard (8.10.2016),  Neue Zürcher Zeitung (9.10.2016) 
ORF (9.10.2016) 
de.wikipedia.org/Regionalwahlen_in_Tschechien_2016 (abgerufen am 11.10.2016)

Andrej Babiš, party ANO 
(akce nespokojených 
občanů, „Ano“ also means 
„Yes“ in Czech) 
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• OÖ lANdeSbibliOtheK – alles rund ums lesen, ein
zeitgemäßer dienstleister für Studium und Praxis 
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- moderne Kunst  zum Ausleihen 
für zu hause
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Franz Schausberger 
pointed out that the 
Autonomous Province 
of Vojvodina, with its ca-
pital Novi Sad, is already 
functioning as a “small 
Europe within Europe” 
because of its ethnic 
and religious diversity.
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On October 5th 2016 Nedeljko Čubrilović, President of the Parlia-
ment of the Republika Srpska, visited the Salzburg Regional Par-
liament and reported to the Parliament President Brigitta Pallauf 
and IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger on the progress made in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Republika Srpska is one of the two entities of 
Bosnia and mostly inhabited by Bosnian Serbs. The entity has its 
own political system with independent legislature, executive and 
judiciary.

Čubrilović stressed that Bosnia-Herzegovina‘s approach to the EU 

Bosnia’s EU approach on Regional Level Danube Business Forum important for the 
successful development of the Danube area

The Danube Business Forum 
took place for the fifth time in 
Novi Sad, Serbia, on the 24 - 26 
October 2016.
The objective of the Danube 
Business Forum is to provide 
a platform for institutional and 
corporate leaders to exchange 
views on emerging regional 
issues related to the EU Danu-
be Strategy, utilize resources 
in the fields of energy, trans-
port, agribusiness and IT, and 
discuss mutual investment 
opportunities. The Forum aims 
to encourage partnerships 
between companies, cities 
and regions to build prosperi-
ty and competitiveness of the 
Danube region.
On this occasion, IRE-chairman 
Franz Schausberger, in his 

Nedeljko Čubrilović and Franz 
Schausberger

Picture below: Nedeljko 
Čubrilović, President of the 

Parliament of the Republika 
Srpska and Brigitta Pallauf, 

President of the Regional Par-
liament of Salzburg

function as chairman of the 
CoR Working group Western 
Balkans, was invited to hold a 
speech at the Forum. Schaus-
berger pointed out that the 
Autonomous Province of Vo-
jvodina, with its capital Novi 
Sad, is already functioning as 
a “small Europe within Euro-
pe” because of its ethnic and 
religious diversity. He congra-
tulated Novi Sad on the nomi-
nation of European Capital of 
Culture in 2021 and noted that 
this is another important step 
in the overall development of 
Serbia towards the EU.
The Danube region is a natural 
spatial, economic and cultural 
environment, and since 2010 it 
is covered by the EU Strategy 
for the Danube Region. This 

area extends from the Black Fo-
rest to the Black Sea, and inclu-
des 14 countries and over 215 
million inhabitants. The countries 
in the Danube area are: Germany, 
Austria, Hungary, Czech Repu-
blic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Moldova and Ukraine.

is the common goal of all political and ethnic groups in Bosnia. The 
development towards the EU shall also take place at regional level, 
which is why he visited Salzburg and Tyrol. All political and ethnic 
groups have adopted a reform agenda, which will soon be imple-
mented. Pallauf and Schausberger stated that Salzburg is willing to 
share its experiences in the EU and to make its know-how available 
to Bosnian regions.

Brigitta Pallauf and Franz Schausberger are representatives of the 
State of Salzburg in the Committee of the Regions (CoR) in Brus-
sels. Schausberger is a member of the CIVEX (Commission for Ci-
tizenship, Governance, Institutional and External Affairs) and has 
written the opinion on „Enlargement Strategy and Main Challen-
ges 2014-2015“. He is also chairman of the CoR Working Group 
Western Balkans.

Eine Information des Landes Niederösterreich

FOCUS
Western Balkans
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“United in diversity” should not only be a 
motto, it needs to be lived! Therefore, regional 
cooperation and exchange have to be more 
than pretty words. 

ClaudiaSchmidtEU
@Schmidt_Clau

than pretty words. 

The 19th meeting of the Working Group Western Balkans was held 
on 25 October in Gjilan, Kosovo, at the invitation of the Gjilan Mu-
nicipality. In the first session of the meeting, which was attended 
by Kosovo’s Minister of European Integration Ramadan Ilazi, the 
Deputy Minister for Local Self-Government  Bajram Gecaj and 
by EU representatives, an assessment of recent developments 
in Kosovo’s European integration process was made; the second 
session focused mainly on the “Connectivity Agenda” for the We-
stern Balkans, launched in the framework of the “Berlin Process”. 
The representatives of Kosovo mentioned the importance of EU 
visa liberalization for their citizens. However, a number of impor-
tant preconditions need to be met by Kosovo. A particularly big 
problem is the high youth unemployment and the migration of 
thousands of young people from Kosovo to the EU.

The government of Kosovo together with the EU Commissions 
Directorate-General for Enlargement is currently working on the 
latest details of a “European Reform agenda” for the country, re-
ported Prime Minister Isa Mustafa at a meeting with Franz Schaus-
berger, the chairman of the working group Western Balkans of the 
European Committee of the Regions. He sincerely hopes that the 
work will be completed in time so that the reform agenda can be 
presented to the public in mid-November together with Enlarge-
ment Commissioner Johannes Hahn.
According to the Prime Minister visa liberalization is particularly 
important for his country, which already fulfills 93 out of 95 bench-

Franz Schausberger met Kosovos 
Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj

CoR Working Group Western Balkans on 25 October 2016 in Gjilan:

“European Reform Agenda” for Kosovo 
has to be implemented now

From left: Lutfi Haziri, Mayor of Gjilan, Franz Schausberger, 
Prime Minister Isa Mustafa, Arban Abrashi, Minister for  Labour 
and Social Affairs

Prior to this conference, Franz Schausberger was welcomed by 
Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj for a meeting in the mi-
nistry. Schausberger stated that during the EU integration process 
decentralization and the transfer of further competences to the re-
gions and cities is just as important as the implementation of other 
EU criteria. Hoxhaj agreed and promised a quick implementation 
of the requirements. Kosovo wants to enter the status of EU can-
didate country as soon as possible and continue the negotiations 
even more intensively.

marks. The two open points are, firstly, the ratification of the ag-
reement regarding the border with Montenegro and, secondly, 
effective measures against organized crime and corruption. The 
first point fails in the Kosovarian Parliament because there is no 
two-thirds majority for the ratification.

Franz Schausberger underlined the need for reforms in the area of   
local self-administration. Mustafa announced a reform for more fi-
nancial independence of municipalities and cities. A revision of the 
right to vote is underway and attempts are being made to reach 
an agreement with the opposition for the local elections in 2017.

Commissioner Johannes Hahn and Prime Minister Isa Mustafa. 
See page 2 for the speech of Commissioner Hahn on the Euro-
pean Reform Agenda.                           © European Union Office in Kosovo
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Let us be frank:

IF AUSTRIA CONTINUES TO BE
PAVED OVER LIKE THIS,  THERE 
WILL BE NO MORE LOCALLY 
 PRODUCED FOOD IN 200 YEARS.

Dr. Günter Geyer
Chairman

Vienna Insurance Group

Dr. Franz Fischler
President

European Forum Alpbach

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Markus Hengstschläger
Geneticist and Author

Dr. Johanna Rachinger
General Direktor

Austrian National Library

Tobias Moretti
Actor

Dr. Christoph Kardinal Schönborn
Archbishop of Vienna

Franz Welser-Möst
Conductor

Mag. Othmar Commenda
Chairman of the General Staff

Every day a farm is paved over.
Grassland and farmland equaling 30 soccer fields!
We have to put a stop to this serious threat
for human and nature.

Dkfm. Dr. Claus J. Raidl
President

Austrian National Bank

The IRE is pleased to announce that former President of the Region 
South Tyrol Luis Durnwalder has joined the IRE Board of Patrons. 
The „Board of Patrons“ consists of well-known and high-profile 
political and scientific figures who support the IRE objectives, its 
activities and the idea of   a „Europe of the Regions“ based on the 
principle of subsidiarity.

Durnwalder studied agricultural sciences at the University of Na-
tural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna. During his studies, 

Luis Durnwalder becomes IRE Patron

We wish you a happy holiday season 
and a great start into 2017!

We hope to see you 
at one of the next activities
or in our office in Salzburg!

Franz Schausberger and the IRE-Team

FOCUS
Members & Cooperations

Joachim Fritz, Martina Balazic, Luis 
Durnwalder and Franz Schausberger

Volksbank Salzburg. Ihre Regionalbank. Verlässlich. Bodenständig. Sicher.

Für Ihr Konto sind wir ein
erlässlicher, odenständiger und icherer Partner!

Jetzt NEU mit der exklusiven Bankomatkarte der
olks ank alzburg (Motiv: Johann Weyringer).

DIE NEUE
BANKOMATKARTE

Durnwalder began to engage politically and 
held the position of chairman of the South 
Tyrolean Union of Students.

In 1967, Durnwalder became the director of 
the South Tyrolean Union of Farmers. In 1969, he became mayor 
of his home town Pfalzen as a candidate for the South Tyrolean 
People‘s Party. In 1973, he was able to obtain a mandate for the 
South Tyrolean Landtag and thus also for the regional council of 

Trentino-Alto Adige. After the provincial 
elections in 1978, he became a member 
of the state government and took over 
the department of agriculture of the Ca-
binet Magnago V. From 1989 to 2014 he 
held the position of govenor of South 
Tyrol. In the years 2004-2006 and 2009-
2011, he took over the presidency of the 
Trentino-Alto Adige region.
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zum Wissen, wohin man will.

Solidarität, Hilfe zur Selbsthilfe und Nachhaltigkeit sind die Prinzipien, auf 
die Raiffeisen seit fast 130 Jahren baut. Und gerade in einer Welt voller 
Veränderungen sind es diese Werte, die das Fundament für eine erfolgreiche 
Zukunft bilden. www.rzb.at
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