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„Sustainability“ was the theme of the 12th IRE Conference of European Regions and Cities. This 
does not mean doing politics to win the next elections but to shape the future for the next ge-
neration. 

The regions and municipalities play a fundamental role in almost every area of sustainable policy 
as has resulted from the contributions of the outstanding speakers and the vivid discussions. 
Whether it is sustainable energy policy, sustainable transport policy, sustainable refugee and 
integration policy, everything ultimately ends up at the regional and local level.

This also applies to sustainable European policy in general. If the policy of the European Union is 
not supported by the political representatives in the regions, cities and municipalities, the Euro-
pean project will not be successful and certainly not sustainable.

This is why it is necessary for the enlargement countries to get a European perspective by the 
EU and actively involve their regions and municipalities in the EU accession efforts from the very 
beginning. If they do not, their accession process is likely to be delayed and the absence and 
ignorance of the regional and local level will backfire, in particular in acquiring financial subsidies 
from EU funds. 

Therefore, as newly-appointed Special Adviser of the European Commission for the enlargement 
countries, in close consultation with EU Commissioner Johannes Hahn, I will devote myself to the 
preparation of the regions and municipalities in the enlargement countries for EU integration.

Europe is currently going through an extremely difficult and crucial phase. Many see the peace 
project seriously threatened by the rise of national egoisms and extreme populism. Nationalism 
was always poison to Europe, which destroyed it from within. 

The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) has been successfully working for over ten years to 
counteract this development and to strengthen the regions and municipalities in Europe. Ideal-
ly, we are supported by prominent personalities from all over Europe who are members of our 
„Board of Patrons“.

The IRE, with more than 130 partners (regions, cities, companies), will continue to address urgent 
issues for regional and local self-governments. The benefits of a membership are clear: The IRE 
members are part of a European-wide network and constantly receive updates and information 
on relevant topics and thus strengthen their know-how in an increasingly complicated Europe.

Franz Schausberger

Chairman of the Institute of the 
Regions of Europe

Former President of Land 
Salzburg

https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire
You can find us on Facebook 
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How possible investments can be implemented at 
regional level, what instruments are available and 
how the regions and cities can access them was 
discussed at the panel discussion „European Fi-
nancing of Sustainable Projects“ at this year‘s 12th 
Conference of European Regions and Cities. The 
conference was organized by the Institute of the 
Regions of Europe (IRE) and took place in Salzburg 
from 25 September to 27 September 2016.

The discussion focused on the European Fund for 
Strategic Investments (EFSI), also known as the 
„Juncker Plan“. With this initiative the European 
Commission and the European Investment Bank 
(EIB) mobilize the private sector with aids of 21 bil-

lion Euros and invests a total of 315 billion Euros in 
order to stimulate economic development within 
the EU. The management of the fund is a key factor 
for the EIB.

Funds are available but there are no qualified pro-
jects. The economic and financial crisis has given 
the market a bad shock. According to Wilhelm 
Molterer, the Managing Director of the EFSI, the 

12th Conference of European Regions and Cities:

Salzburg Summit on Sustainability

How regions and cities benefit from the „Juncker Plan“

                  With the European Fund for Strategic Investments 
(EFSI), also known as the „Juncker Plan“, the European Com-
mission stimulates economic development.

www

FOCUS
12 Conference of European Regions and Cities

Wilhelm Molterer
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From left: Wolfgang Kainzmeier (PORR AG), 
Martin Brunkhorst (European Investment 

Bank), Igor Mirović, (President of the Auto-
nomous Province of Vojvodina), Claus Reitan 

(freelance Journalist), Wilhelm Molterer 
(European Fund for Strategic Investments ), 
Claudia Schmidt (Member of the European 

Parliament) and Christoph Mühlbacher-Blum 
(Erste Bank Group AG).

Igor Mirović, President of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodi-
na in Serbia and former Serbian Regional Minister
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investment gap amounts for up to 500 billion Eu-
ros in comparison to the pre-crisis years of 2007/ 
2008. The task of the EFSI is to stimulate the econo-
my and entrepreneurial commitment.

Debt is a major obstacle to new investment for the 
public sector and hinders new activities. There-
fore, an Advisory Hub was established within the 
framework of the EFSI for consulting services, that 
support the administrations in installing a PPP-task 
force. In addition, the bureaucracy must be simpli-
fied in order to implement projects more easily.  
Municipalities also have the opportunity to coo-
perate with neighboring communities in multiple 

projects.

Molterer advocated the idea of sustainable eco-
nomic development. It has long been agreed that 
projects must be environmentally and socially 
compatible. „But we forget the economic sustai-
nability, without which we cannot answer environ-
mental and social questions,“ argued the former 
Austrian vice-chancellor.

The three-day conference dealt with sustainability 
in several fields such as financing, land use, water 
management, integration and tourism. „Sustaina-
bility in political terms means thinking about the 
next generation not only the next elections,“ said 
IRE chairman Franz Schausberger.  „The European 
project can only succeed if regions and municipa-
lities will actively be involved in European policies.”

 The conference takes place annually and brings 
together around 200 political and economic repre-
sentatives from different regions of Europe.

www

Igor Mirović:  „We are ready for EU integration“

The Vojvodina has a special relationship with the EU 
as it shares a border with the EU, says Igor Mirović, 

president of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina 
in Serbia and former Serbian regional minister. The 
region has great investment potential in the indus-
try sector, the agriculture and education. To attract 
more investors, the government has decided to set 
up six to seven new industrial parks. New investors 
in the Vojvodina can expect generous incentives in 
taxation.

Serbia is currently in the EU accession process. The 
Vojvodina has already used 120 million Euros of 
subsidies of the current EU financial framework for 
pre-accession aid, the so-called EPA fund. The go-
vernment is particularly focused on cross-border 
projects. Mirović is convinced: „Vojvodina is ready for 
EU integration“.

Integration is an opportunity for the regions of Europe

How can integration be successful - and can inte-
gration be an opportunity for the regions in times of 
rural migration? Three main points were highlighted 
by former Austrian vice-chancellor Michael Spinde-
legger, now director of the International Center for 
Immigration Policy Development (IMCPD): „Langua-
ge, education and integration into the community - 
exactly in this order.“

Melissa Siegel, a member of the Maastricht Eco-
nomic and Social Research Institute for Innovation 
and Technology at the United Nations University, 
pointed out the importance of fast-paced integra-
tion measures. „Integration has to happen quickly, a 
welcoming atmosphere in the host society is just as 
important as the start of intensive language training 
on the first day.“ Two best-practice examples were 
presented by Christian Hlatky from Rosenheim in 
Bavaria and Lelia Hunziker from the Swiss canton of 
Aargau. „With the hot spot Aargau, we offer counse-
ling service for all questions regarding integration.“ 
The institution is an association with a political mis-

sion, which also organizes meetings between refu-
gees and civil society. This is exactly what happens in 
the project of the Rosenheim Citizens‘ Foundation. 
„We are a partnership operator between refugees 
and local people who volunteer for sponsorships,“ 
explained Christian Hlatky.

Five EU billions for the Western Balkans

Hungary‘s former Minister of Economy and Infra-
structure Szabolcs Fazakas is currently member of 
the European Court of Auditors and has conducted 
the auditing of the „Instrument for Pre-Accession As-
sistance“ (IPA) for the West Balkans region. With this 
EU program € 5.1 billion have been allocated to the 
Western Balkans between 2007 and 2013. The mo-
ney was mainly invested in infrastructure, economic 
and social development, as well as the rule of law 
(basic rights, domestic affairs, and combating cor-
ruption) in Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedo-
nia, Montenegro, Kosovo and Albania.

The Court of Auditors concluded that the EU Com-
mission had used the funds of IPA I reasonably, but 
there are still weaknesses in implementation. The 
monitoring of the implementation was only partially 
effective, since there were considerable deficiencies 

in the control institutions and the administrative ca-
pacities of the countries. The European Court of Au-
ditors has therefore formulated very clear guidelines 
for the IPA II successor program: the targets and on-
the-spot checks will need to be made even more 
precisely and measurable.
In the establishment and reformation of the admi-
nistrative apparatus (in contrast to the fight against 
corruption and the strengthening of media freedom) 
sustainable success was achieved. Such measures 
could also be applied outside the IPA projects, which 
would be of great advantage for the future of these 
countries, concluded Fazakas.

                The task of the EFSI is to stimulate economy and 
entrepreneurial commitment of the private sector with aids of 
21 billion Euros and investments of 315 billion Euros.

            The Autonomous Province of Vojvodina attracts new 
investments with generous incentives in taxation. Six to 
seven new industrial parks will be set up for this purpose.

                The Court of Auditors concluded that the EU Com-
mission had used the funds of IPA I reasonably, but there are 
still weaknesses in implementation.

Szabolcs Fazakas, Member of the European 
Court of Auditors and former Minister of 
Economy and Infrastructure of Hungary

From left: Lelia Hunziker (Integration Aargau), Melissa Siegel (United Nations 
University), Stefanie Schenker (Bezirksblätter Salzburg)  and Christian Hlatky 
(Bürgerstiftung Rosenheim).
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Austria is European champion in construction with seri-
ous consequences for the ecosystem and land prices. 250 
to 275 hectares of soil are lost in Europe by cultivation 
everyday, 20 hectares of them in Austria. Three measures 
are necessary to stop the dramatic loss of agricultural and 
natural soil: Stricter spatial allocation criteria, incentives 
for re-investment in secondhand properties and a clear 
commitment to public transport. 

“The consequences are already noticeable because sealed 
and constructed soil cannot absorb water and store CO2. 
It creates bad and warm air in the agglomeration centers 
and increases the risk of flooding,“ explained Tarek Leit-

“The security of supply and a responsible handling with water, as 
the most important natural resource, contributes significantly to 
the development of the economic location and the quality of life 
in our operating areas, stated Christian Hasenleithner, Managing 
Director of Energie AG Oberösterreich Wasser GmbH.

“Regions without clean water and poor sanitation will face a low 
growth and declining wealth”, said Christoph Hamelmann, Head 
of the Division of Policy and Governance for Health and Well-being 
of the World Health Organisation. The Water-Food-Energy-Nexus 
shows the interdependence of these three areas and proves the 
importance of a well-functioning water and sanitation manage-
ment. Additionally, water use must be made more efficient. The 
WHO adopted the Protocol on Water and Health, which is the first 
international agreement on water management.

“Water management is multifunctional because it also includes 
tourism, transport and fishery”, said Georg Rebernig, Managing 
Director of the Environment Agency Austria. Many EU regulations 

Dramatic soil losses for nature and agriculture

Sustainable water management

ner, TV presenter and book author. Constructed soil can 
hardly recover because the humus layer has been destro-
yed, which was grown over many centuries, explained 
Kurt Weinberger, Director General of the Austrian Hail 
Insurance.

Karl Kienzl from the Austrian Federal Environment Agen-
cy also advocated state subsidies and programs to promo-
te secondhand real estate’s to investors. Claudia C. Gotz, 
head of the Urban Land Institute in Frankfurt am Main, 
said that Germany started intensive programs two de-
cades ago. „The urban quality of short-distances gets lost if 
we do not reuse old properties but build new buildings in 
the outskirts and have to go by car everywhere”, said Gotz.

on water management exist, like for example the EU Water Frame-
work Directive, which follows several goals for the use of service 
water and groundwater. Still more improvement is needed to 
prevent water shortages. “The water resources are limited, that is 
why 34 per cent of the EU’s population face water shortages from 
time to time. This number is expected to rise up to 50 % by the 
year 2050”, explained Erwin Künzi, Head of the Department, Wa-
ter & Quality of the Austrian Development Agency (ADA). Thomas 
Kluge from the Institute for Social-Ecological Research in Frankfurt 
am Main, Germany, explained how water resources can be reused 
by filtering grey water, meaning water from showers or washing 
machines, into green water. 

Gerhard Gamperl, Head of the Department Strategy, Corporate De-
velopment and Innovation of VERBUND AG, emphasized that water 
is also a source of energy supply. Austria uses 95% of renewable en-
ergy and 91 % is from water. There are limitations in growing hydro 
energy infrastructure that is why energy management is important.

FOCUS
12 Conference of European Regions and Cities

From left: Josef Schwaiger (Salzburg Regi-
onal Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Economy), Christian Steiner (Lower 
Austrian district for Agricultural Authority), 
Claudia C. Gotz  (Urban Land Institute), Claus 
Reitan (Journalist), Tarek Leitner (ORF Jour-
nalist), Kurt Weinberger (Hagelversicherung) 
and Karl Kienzl (Environment Agency Austria).

From left: Gerhard Gamperl (VERBUND 
AG), Thomas Kluge (Institute for Social-

Ecological Research), Jiří Paul (Vak Beroun 
a.s.), Christian Hasenleithner (Energie 

AG Wasser GmbH), Eszter Torda (Danube 
Water Program), Erwin Künzi (Austrian De-

velopment Agency), Georg Rebernig (En-
vironment Agency Austria) and Christoph 

Hamelmann (WHO Office for Europe).
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Tourism is expected to grow rapidly in the next years. 
The World Tourism Organization currently measures 
approximately 1.2 billion arrivals; the number will 
grow to 1.8 billion (+ 50%) in 2030. Cultural desti-
nations in Northern and Central Europe will benefit 
the most. This is due to the ongoing boom in low-
cost-carriers and further growth of Asian guests. Ho-
wever, the tourists have very big expectations, which 
very often end up in clichés. „We have to meet the 
expectations because there is no way around, but 
in a way that is compatible with our overall image,“ 
explained Eva Brucker, Head of Innovation and Ma-
nagement in Tourism at the University of Applied 
Sciences in Salzburg.

There are two current trends in cultural tourism: 
„Today‘s tourists want to understand the new cul-
ture, instead of only doing sightseeing“, said Brucker. 
This also includes techniques of handicraft, agri-
culture, wine and cooking culture and indigenous 
methods of healing, which reflect the unique charm 
of the region. These cultural practices are part of 
cultural heritage. “Sustainable tourism has to place 
tradition in an innovative context and offer solutions 
for a sustainable regional development”, added IRE 
chairman Franz Schausberger. 

Monuments are indispensable for the cultural 
development.“A monument alone is nothing - a 
monument has to live“, said Johannes Hörl, head 
of the Grossglockner High Alpine Road, who tries to 
develop tourism with care and responsibility in the 
high alpine region. Electro mobility and the qualita-
tive upgrade of the offer along the Alpine Road is a 
priority to Hörl. Tourism in Europe needs a clear per-
spective and a realistic view of the touristic impact 
on the region. People must be the center of attenti-
on - whether as a host or a tourist.

Sustainable tourism needs authenticity and development

FOCUS
12 Conference of European Regions and Cities

“Today‘s tourists want to understand 
the new culture, instead of only 
doing sightseeing.
Eva Brucker
Head of Innovation and Management in Tourism at the 
University of Applied Sciences in Salzburg

From left: Erwin Kubesch (Council of Europe Office Austria), Bruno Maldoner 
(Federal Chancellery, Monument Protection and Art Restitution), Christopher 
Losmann (SalzburgerLand), Andreas Schiller (Journalist), Eva Brucker (Univer-
sity of Applied Sciences Salzburg), Philippe Lemaistre (WTO), IRE Chairman 
Franz Schausberger and Tomasz  Wiktor (Regional Tourist Office Wielkopolska).

From left: Philippe Lemais-
tre (WTO), Bruno Maldo-
ner (Federal Chancellery 
Monument Protection 
and Art Restitution), IRE 
Chairman Franz Schaus-
berger and Johannes Hörl 
(Großglockner High Alpine 
Roads PLC).
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During the Conference of European Regi-
ons and Cities the Institute of the Regions 
of Europe awards journalists who cover 
regionalism in their reports. IRE-Chairman 
Franz Schausberger emphasized that re-
porting on decentralization, local and 
regional issues is crucial in order to keep 
the citizens updated on local politics and 
events. The ultimate aim is to get the ci-
tizens engaged and politically active in 
their local society. Alexander Purger and 
Krystyna Schreiber received the IRE Jour-
nalist award this year for their writings on 
decentralization and an analysis of social 
movements on regional level.

Alexander Purger works for the Austrian 
Daily Newspaper „Salzburger Nachrichten“ 
and is author of the satirical column „Pur-
gertorium“ and author of several books. 
He recently wrote the pamphlet „Down 
with Centralism!“ where he speaks out 
against centralism. The closer a political 
decision is made to the citizens, the more 

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

At the beginning of the 12th Conference of European Regions 
and Cities in Salzburg, the Chairman of the Institute of the Re-
gions of Europe Franz Schausberger received the Order of the 
Early Croatian three-strand pattern from the Croatian ambassador 
to Austria Vesna Cvjetković on behalf of the Croatian President. 
The Croatian government honors Schausberger‘s achievements as 
chairman of the Institute of European Regions (IRE) for the regions 

The IRE Journalist Award 2016

Regionalism in the Media
will citizens get involved in politics. Purger 
argues that more federalism would revive 
the interest in politics among civil society.

Krystyna Schreiber is a German author 
and journalist who works in Barcelona 
at her own start-up for Catalan-German 
communication. Due to her analysis of the 
international perception of the current so-
cial movement in Catalonia Schreiber has 

Order of the Early Croatian three-strand pattern for Franz Schausberger

and cities in Europe. Schausberger made significant contributions 
to Croatia‘s EU accession process by organizing various projects 
in Croatian regions and municipalities. More than half of Croatia‘s 
regions are members of the IRE. 
The Order of the Early Croatian three-strand pattern is a medal 
awarded for advancement of progress and reputation of Croatia 
and the welfare of its citizens.

been entrusted by Catalan civil organisa-
tions and institutions as an advisor for in-
ternational communication and press rela-
tions. Schreiber wrote the interview book 
“The translation of Independence. How 
Catalans explain it, how we understand it”, 
in which Catalan and German authorities 
discuss the Catalan movement and its in-
fluence on the EU.

FOCUS
12 Conference of European Regions and Cities

We’ll provide you with the tools  
to create your future. 

Salzburg University of Applied Sciences:  
4 Disciplines – 27 Programmes – 1000 Opportunities

Where knowledge grows.

/Fachhochschule.Salzburg www.fh-salzburg.ac.at

Stadt 
Salzburg

Sightseeing programme in the beautiful 
baroque centre of Salzburg

FOCUS
12 Conference of European Regions and Cities

The laureates 
Alexander 
Purger and 
Krystyna 
Schreiber with 
IRE chairman 
Franz Schaus-
berger
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In the course of the 12th Conference of European 
Regions and Cities the IRE has welcomed four new 
members to its European-wide network. We are 
glad that Maribor and Trebnje, two Slovenian cities, 

as well as the first Polish city Piła and the Gerogian 
city of Borjomi have decided to intensify their Euro-
pean approach and have joint the IRE.

The bottling of mineral 
water is a major source 
of income for the area.

Mayor Ing. Piotr Głowski
Foto: City administration of Pila

 Mayor Dr. Andrej Fištravec
Foto Maribor: Photo-alliance/ dpa

Mayor Alojzij Kastelic
Foto: Eleassar

Borjomi is a resort town in south-central Georgia with a popula-
tion of 13,826. It is one of the districts of the Samtskhe-Javakhe-
ti region and is situated in the picturesque Borjomi Gorge on the 
eastern edge of the Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park. The town is 
famous for its mineral water industry, which is number one export 
of Georgia, the Romanov summer palace in Likani, and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature-site  Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park. The 
bottling of mineral water is a major source of income for the area. 
The supposed curative powers of the area’s mineral springs make 
the city a frequent destination for people with health problems. 
Borjomi is also home to the most extensive ecologically-themed 
amusement park in the Caucasus.

Borjomi was mentioned as Tori for the first time in the 7th centu-
ry.  A historical trade route led through the canyon in Barjomi and 
was a military gateway to Georgia during times of war. Borjomi is 
now the second IRE member from Georgia and is represented by 
its Mayor Dimitri Kipiani.

Maribor is the second-largest city in Slovenia with about 112.325 in-
habitants in 2015. It is also the largest city of the traditional region 
of  Lower Styria  and the seat of the  City Municipality of Maribor. 
Maribor was crowned  Alpine town of the year 2000 and was 
named Cultural Capital of Europe in 2012. The closest major Aus-
trian city is Graz located 60 km north. Maribor now has a growing 
cultural and economic interconnectivity. One example is the Eure-
gio Graz-Maribor.

In the nineties, during the Slovenian EU accession process in Slove-
nia, the environmental protection and nature conservation issues 
became more and more important. The Municipality of Maribor 
implemented numerous projects and measures for an improve-
ment of the state of environment. The European Union awarded 
the Municipality of Maribor in 1999 and 2001 for its efforts and 
work performed in the field of environmental protection and na-
ture conservation. Maribor is represented by Mayor  Dr. Andrej 
Fištravec.

Trebnje is situated in Central Slovenia in the region of Srednja Do-
lenjska, at the intersection of the Alps, the Dinaric and the Panno-
nian landscape. The community Trebnje counts 12.213 inhabitants 
and 133 settlements. It is sorrounded by picturesgue hills, where 
forests and vineyards are complemented by typical peasants` 
and vinegrovers` cottages. The image is completed by small 
churches,some of them are well known for mediaeval frescoes. 
The whole area invites visitors to walks, sport activities, hunting 
and fishing.

In 1894 the first train arrived to town and emphasized the im-
portant transport function of the Temenica Valley, while with the 

Piła  is a city in the Voivodeship Great Poland, 80 km north 
of Poznań. Piła is the largest town in the northern part of Great Po-
land surrounded by numerous lakes and extensive forest areas. It 
is the capital of Piła County. The town is located on the Gwda river 
and is famous for its green areas, parks and dense forests nearby. 
Together with the surrounding settlements, Piła subregion reaches 
a  total population of about 200,000. It is an important road and 
railway hub, located at the intersection of two main lines and a ma-
jor economic and academic center of the subregion. 

The city has a wide offer of industrial plots, fully prepared for in-
vestments with excellent technical infrastructure. Piła is a  leader 
in investment attractiveness (Forbes ranking 2007/2008) and 
most business friendly (in 2012 1st place in the Wielkopolska 
Region and 12th in Poland according to “Newsweek” Magazine). 
Leading sectors of the economy include the following industries: 
electronic, electrical, printing services, BPO/SSC, IT and logistics. 
Pila is the IRE´s first Polish member. A coperation between the IRE 
and Pila has already been discussed. The scientific project with 
universities from the region Great Poland will take place in spring 
2017. Pila is represented by its Mayor Ing. Piotr Głowski.

Four Cities join the IRE Network: 

We gladly welcome Borjomi, Maribor, Trebnje and Piła

Borjomi

Maribor

Piła

Trebnje construction of the highway Ljubljana-Zagreb the industry began 
to develop as well. Now it is a strong transit region and strongly 
influenced by the highway Karawanken - Obrežje (the border cros-
sing between Slovenia and Croatia). The diversity of the region is 
evident both in nature and in cultural terms. Trebnje has been an 
important traffic hub, as the excavation of the old Roman settle-
ment of Praetorium Latobicorum show.Trebnje is represented by 
the Mayor Alojzij Kastelic.
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• linzer MuSiKtheAter am volksgarten als bühne des
21. Jahrhunderts für Oper, Operette, Musical und ballett

• OÖ lANdeSMuSeuM als 
universalmuseum für Natur, 
Kultur und Kunst

• OÖ KulturquArtier – 
landeskulturzentrum ursulinenhof, Kunstsammlung
und Offenes Kulturhaus – als internationales Kunst-
und Festivalzentrum

• Neues universitätsgebäude für die ANtON brucKNer
PrivAtuNiverSität als Ausbildungsstätte für Musik,
Schauspiel und tanz

• OÖ lANdeSbibliOtheK – alles rund ums lesen, ein
zeitgemäßer dienstleister für Studium und Praxis 

• ArtOtheK – bibliothek für Kunstwerke
- moderne Kunst  zum Ausleihen 
für zu hause

Kultur
HautnaH!

www.lANd-OberOeSterreich.gv.At
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Kulturland OÖ -
Nützen Sie das Angebot!
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IRE  is 
sponsored by

During his visit to Salzburg on 29 August 2016 the Ukrainian fo-
reign minister Pawlo Klimkin met with the IRE chairman Franz 
Schausberger. Klimkin and Schausberger talked about A stronger 
collaboration between the Ukrainian regions (oblasts) and regions 
in the European Union, especially Austrian states. While the We-
stern regions of Ukraine have a strong historical and political bond 
to Europe, it is also of importance to strengthen the cooperation 
with the Eastern Ukrainian regions. The Ukrainian foreign minister 
Klimkin visited Salzburg on the occasion of the appointment of 
Martin Panosch as new honorary consul of the Ukraine in Salzburg. 
He was welcomed by the deputy-governor of the state of Salzburg 
Christian Stöckl and Olexander Scherba, the Ukrainian ambas-
sador to Austria.

During a recent meeting between the newly-elected president 
of the Romanian region of Arad Iustin Cionca and IRE chairman 
Franz Schausberger in Arad, both affirmed their longstanding 
cooperation. The region of Arad borders Hungary and has about 
400.000 inhabitants. The region has numerous historical ties to 
Austria because of its common past in the Austro-Hungarian mo-
narchy.

Romanian region Arad and IRE 
reinforce Cooperation

From left to right: Franz 
Schausberger and Pawlo 
Klimkin

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger met with Ukrainian Foreign Minister
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From left to right: Martin Panosch, 
Pawlo Klimkin and Christian 
Stöckl.  Foto: SN/lmz/neumayr

A meeting of representatives of the Salzburg region took place at 
the IRE in Salzburg on 2 August 2016. IRE chairman Franz Schaus-
berger invited Mrs. Michaela Petz-Michez, head of the EU Liaison 
Office of Salzburg in Brussels, Peter Brandauer, mayor of Werfen-
weng, Stephan Maurer, head of Europe Direct in Salzburg-Pon-
gau and IRE general secretary Joachim Fritz to this meeting. 

Joint ideas for projects were elaborated, which will be submitted 
to the European Commission. The goal is to raise awareness for 
Europe in the suburban regions, such as Pongau in Austria. Petz-
Michez and Schausberger will act as experts in scheduled events. 
The regional association Pongau has recently joined the IRE.

Regional Networking at the IRE

From left to right: Stephan Maurer, Michaela Petz-Michez, 
Franz Schausberger, Peter Brandauer and Joachim Fritz
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IRE chairman Franz Schausberger visited the Csongrád county in 
Hungary and met with vice president of the regional council Anna 
Magyar. She described the situation of the refugee influx, which 
was a challenge for the border region in the past year. Magyar un-
derlined the good cooperation with the bordering Serbian region 
Vojvodina and the Romanian region Arad in this matter. The coo-
peration between those regions has already previously resulted in 
multiple important transnational projects which were supported 
by the EU.

Franz Schausberger met with the first vice mayor of the city Sze-
berenyi Gyula Tamas during his visit of the city of Kecskemet in 
Central Hungary. He reported that the city of Kecskemet has a 
very low unemployment rate because of the settlement of a big 
Mercedes-plant in the city. As a matter of fact, the city even has a 
labour shortage. The extension of the plant will bring 4.000 addi-
tional jobs but working force is needed, which causes a problem. 

The commissioner for digital economy and society Günther Oet-
tinger visited the IRE on 24 August 2016. The conversation focused 
on the urgent necessity to expand broadband internet, especially 
in economically weak regions and border regions. The regions face 
great challenges to provide the necessary infrastructure due to the 
ever-growing demands of the Industry 4.0 and the future precon-
ditions for automatically guided vehicles. It is necessary to expand 
the required infrastructure rapidly to stay competitive. Oettinger 
greatly welcomed the initiatives of the IRE in their numerous pro-
jects and conferences.

IRE to intensify the Cooperation 
with Regions and Cities in Hungary

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger 
visited the City of Kecskemet

From left to right: Bernd Petrisch, member of the IRE board of 
trustees; EU commissioner Günther Oettinger and IRE chairman 
Franz Schausberger

EU Commissioner Günther 
Oettinger visited the IRE

The EU needs to fight the decrease of public investments and pro-
mote sustainable growth to re-establish the trust of its citizens. 
This was stated by politicians from all over Europe, who participa-
ted in the 7th European summit of the Regions and Cities on 8 and 
9 July 2016 in Bratislava, Slovakia.  
A few weeks after Slovakia has taken over the presidency of the 
Council of the European Union for the first time, municipal and 
regional politicians presented a statement during the summit in 
the Slovakian capital. In this statement, the EU is asked to provide 
better legislation and provide for more public-private investments 
to create jobs and to close investment gaps. Furthermore, the es-
tablishment of the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) 
by the European Commission was welcomed. The representative 
of the state of Salzburg in the European Committee of the Regions 
Franz Schausberger met a number of regional representatives 
from all over Europe. Among those representatives was Danijel 
Marušić, the president of the Croatian region Brod-Posavina. 17 re-
gions and cities in Croatia are members of the IRE network, which 
has benefited them during Croatia´s accession process to the EU. 

Regions and Cities to participate in 
Investment Plan for Europe
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Our regions are our identity and consequently 
the backbone of the European project. 
Supporting them has to be one 
of our top priorities!

ClaudiaSchmidtEU
@Schmidt_Clau

of our top priorities!
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€ 600 Mio. + 150% x 20

Niederösterreichs 
WissenschaftspreisträgerInnen 
2016

Niederösterreich vergibt seit 1964 Wissenschaftspreise  
an herausragende WissenschafterInnen. Auch in diesem  
Jahr werden Menschen gewürdigt, die mithelfen, den  
Wissenschaftsstandort Niederösterreich noch innovativer  
und zukunftsfähiger zu machen. 

… durch „Visual Analytics“ Erkenntnisse aus 
extrem großen und komplexen Datensätzen 
gewonnen werden können? Wolfgang Aigner, 
Leiter des Instituts für Creative\Media/Tech-
nologies an der Fachhochschule St. Pölten, 
wendet diese Methode unter anderem in den 
Bereichen IT-Sicherheit, Physiotherapie und 
biomedizinische Forschung an.

… das Land Niederösterreich in den letzten 
Jahren rund 600 Millionen Euro in wissen-
schaftliche Infrastruktur investiert hat?

… die Zahl der Studierenden in Niederöster-
reich in den letzten zehn Jahren um rund  
150 % gesteigert werden konnte?

… das Land Niederösterreich seine Budget- 
mittel für Wissenschaft und Forschung seit 
1996 mehr als verzwanzigfacht hat?

… Endophyten Mikroorganismen sind, die das 
Innere von Pflanzen besiedeln und eine viel-
versprechende Alternative zu herkömmlichen 
Pestiziden und Düngern darstellen? Angela 
Sessitsch und ihr Team am AIT Austrian Ins-
titute of Technology in Tulln leisten seit über 
15 Jahren Pionierarbeit in der Erforschung 
und Anwendung von Endophyten.

… die von Irina Sulaeva und Hubert Hettegger 
am Christian-Doppler-Labor für moderne  
Cellulosechemie und -analytik in Tulln entwi-
ckelten neuen Verbandsmaterialien sich vor 
allem durch ein reduziertes Klebeverhalten 
auf der Wunde und eine effiziente Wundhei-
lung auszeichnen? Dies hat einen deutlich 
selteneren Wechsel der Verbände und eine 
verkürzte Behandlungsdauer zur Folge.

… im 15. Jahrhundert fiktive Geschichten, 
wie über einen Prozess der Höllengemeinde 

gegen Jesus Christus, sehr populär waren 
und das Rechtsverständnis der Bevölkerung 

maßgeblich geprägt haben?  
Edith Kapellers Forschung zeigt die große 

Bedeutung dieser Schriften für das heutige 
Rechtsverständnis auf.

… die am Zentrum für Integrierte Sensor- 
systeme der Donau-Universität Krems  

entwickelten Sensoren Anwendung in der 
Industrie, in der Automobilelektronik, in der 

Umweltmesstechnik und in der Medizin- 
technik finden? Der langjährige Leiter des  

Zentrums, Thilo Sauter, hat mit seinem  
Team eine Wissenschaftseinrichtung von  

internationaler Strahlkraft aufgebaut.

… das Dokumentationsarchiv des österreichi-
schen Widerstandes (DÖW) vor über  

50 Jahren als überparteiliche Forschungs-
einrichtung gegründet wurde? Mit seiner 

Opferdatenbank, seinen Publikationen, zum 
Beispiel mit der Reihe „Widerstand in den 

Bundesländern“, und seinen Ausstellungen 
hält das DÖW die Erinnerung an die Opfer 

des Nationalsozialismus wach und entreißt 
damit ihr Schicksal dem Vergessen.

Wissenschaft.Niederösterreich
Auf der Höhe der Zeit. Am Puls der Zukunft.

WUSSTEN SIE, 
DASS …

WUSSTEN SIE, 
DASS …

Save the Date

Register with:
E: martina.balazic@institut-ire.eu        

F: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 5050     www     T: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 0     www     www.institut-ire.eu

The right to housing is a fundamental right that requires a va-
riety of innovative concepts. Young housing, mobile housing 
and green housing are only a few models that need to be em-
bedded in an energy-efficient and sustainable urban strategy. 
In addition, municipalities must ensure affordable housing 
while on the other hand the population is steadily increasing.
Municipalities and cities are central actors in   urban planning 
who need to develop a coherent strategy to reduce costs and 
competition. An innovative and affordable housing situation 
enables further development which contributes to regional 
growth.
Examples of regional and municipal strategies, which serve as 
a best-practice example, will be presented at the IRE expert 
conference. The IRE conference is mainly aimed at local and 
regional decision-makers and entrepreneurs. The participation 
is free of charge.

IRE Expert Conference

Innovation in Regional Housing
Energy efficient and affordable concepts 

Thursday, 1 December 2016

Conference center, Dorfstraße 18, 5300 Hallwang, Salzburg, Austria

On 12 October 2016 the chairman of the IRE Franz Schausberger 
got appointed Special Advisor of the European Commission for EU 
enlargement countries, in particular the Western Balkans and the 
Ukraine. This position is unpaid and Schausberger is assigned to 
the Department of European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlarge-
ment Negotiations with Commissioner Johannes Hahn. 

Schausberger will focus on decentralization and regionalization in 
the Western Balkans and the Ukraine. The involvement of regions 
and local authorities of the enlargement countries in the EU acces-
sion process is of special concern for the European Commission.

The strengthening of the Ukrainian regions is being debated for 
quite some time now, but the conflict between Kiev and the eas-
tern Ukrainian regions blocks any further progress. Schausberger 
will contribute to the negotiations.

Schausberger appointed Special Advisor for the European Commission

From left: Franz Schausberger and  
Commissioner Johannes Hahn

Eine Information des Landes Niederösterreich
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COME OVER FOR LUNCH AT OUR PLACE


