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EFSI – a new way of public financing which matters 
to your region

Roughly one year ago, the European Union created 
the basis for addressing investment needs in a new 
and very smart way. The European Fund for Strategic 
Investments – EFSI – was established in close coope-
ration with the European Commission to enable a shift from grants to loans, from subsidies to gua-
rantees. This was done by setting up a guarantee facility of 21 billion euro which allows the European 
Investment Bank to finance riskier projects – projects which would otherwise have difficulty obtaining 
sufficient funding in the market.

The EIB Group has promised to use this guarantee to support 315 billion euro worth of additional in-
vestments across Europe up to 2018 – for the benefit of our economy, our society and our citizens. And 
we are on track to reach this goal: the EFSI Investment Committee, which I am heading, has given the 
green light to numerous projects for which the EIB has requested the EFSI guarantee to cover special 
risks. With the inclusion of EIF operations, more than 260 projects in 26 countries have already been 
approved so far, and are expected to mobilize nearly 110 billion euro. That means: one third of the 
ambitious target for additional investment financing is underway after just 12 months – which shows 
that EFSI is delivering. Especially successful has been the “SME window” of EFSI, thanks to which close 
to 150 000 enterprises will benefit from enhanced access to finance, and which is being implemented 
by the European Investment Fund (EIF).

EFSI, in close cooperation with National Promotional Institutions and using new efficient tools like 
investment platforms, therefore represents a huge opportunity to make things happen which would 
otherwise not be possible to achieve at all – or at least to the same extent and over the same period 
– in your regions too. Although EFSI doesn’t have quotas for countries or sectors it is clearly aimed at 
boosting investment in places where the investment gap is felt most keenly. To help regions and com-
panies to develop feasible projects, EFSI is backed by a new and very powerful advisory tool: the Eu-
ropean Investment Advisory Hub (http://www.eib.org/eiah/index.htm), which serves as a single entry 
point for all requests for help with project development. It provides access not only to the advisory 
services of the EIB but also to the expertise of partner organisations, including for example 20 national 
promotional banks. The Hub has so far handled more than 170 requests originating from 27 Member 
States – which is a substantial number and shows that it is really essential to enlarge the knowledge 
base of project development and financial engineering. The hub is complemented by the new Euro-
pean Investment Project Portal to showcase promising projects to promoters and investors in Europe 
and beyond.

What makes EFSI so interesting is that its impact reaches across industries and sectors. When the risk 

Wilhelm Molterer
is Managing Director of the European 

Fund for Strategic Investments and 
will speak at our Conference of 

European Regions and Cities on 
25 September 2016 in Salzburg.
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of a solid and promising project would be too high for traditional EIB financing the EFSI guarantee can 
be used to make the deal happen. I would like to illustrate this in relation to urban development. This 
is an important sector for the EIB, which provided financing of more than 95 billion euro between 2011 
and 2015. In addition, the unanimous adoption of the new Urban Agenda for the EU in Amsterdam on 
30 May 2016 by all EU Member States underlined the fact that urban problems have to be tackled even 
more comprehensively and ambitiously in the years ahead.

Against this backdrop, EFSI enables the EIB

w to lend to lower rated public entities

w to grant  loans or guarantees to “special purpose vehicles” (i.e. legal entities created for a specific 
project/task) with limited recourse to city guarantees – such as social housing companies

w to invest into funds with a wider range of investment strategies, such as funds that regenerate former 
industrial sites.

Thus EFSI can really act as an enabler of financing that supports the essential goals of the EU Urban 
Agenda.

EFSI and ESIF – friends or foes?

On numerous occasions recently, I have been asked if EFSI represents a danger for the future of the 
structural funds. The clear answer is: no. The shift from grants to loans which EFSI is all about does 
not mean that EFSI will replace ESIF – this will never be possible because EFSI-backed EIB financing 
can only be used if a project has a revenue stream or at least reduces costs. In a number of cases, this 
is clearly not feasible. However, where it is possible to structure projects in a way that money can be 
earned then a loan is a more efficient option than a grant because you can trigger substantially more 
investment with the same amount of public money.

However in some cases, the best, most effective and least-cost solution can only be achieved by com-
bining EFSI-backed EIB financing and ESIF money. Let me give you a concrete example: in the French 
region of Nord/Pas-de-Calais, EFSI and ESIF have come together to facilitate the next industrial revolu-
tion – addressing different project risks and supporting different parts of the capital structure. The aim 
of the project is to make progress down the road to becoming a zero emissions region, meaning that 
energy consumption in 2050 will be fully covered by renewable energy resources.

Nord/Pas-de-Calais shows that combining ESIF and EFSI can lead to very efficient financing solutions. 
I expect many similar projects to happen throughout Europe – it just takes some time to create these 
smart structures. Financial instruments are an obvious vehicle for using several sources of financing 
– be it for supporting SMEs, urban development, energy efficiency or any other purpose which is co-
vered by the thematic objectives of ESIF. In addition, we will see innovative investment platforms on a 
regional or national level bundling financing and projects – and using EFSI-backed financing and ESIF 
money together to achieve the biggest possible impact.

The basic mechanism behind this financial architecture is quite simple: EFSI-backed EIB operations can 
only provide those financing-structures of a project which are risky but still “bankable” – meaning that 
there is a convincing likelihood of repayment of the investment. For those structures which are even 
riskier you need a financial source outside the banking world, in other words, an investor who doesn’t 
necessarily need to be repaid – like grants for example from ESIF money. 

To learn more about these fascinating possibilities of modern and innovative financing I would like to 
encourage you to turn to the dedicated advisory services which are available, such as:

w “fi-compass” (https://www.fi-compass.eu/), which offers advice on financial instruments under the 
European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF). This service is provided by the European Com-
mission in partnership with the EIB.

w EPEC, the “European PPP Expertise Centre”, which is an initiative involving the EIB, the European 
Commission, Member States and Candidate Countries. EPEC helps to strengthen the capacity to 
enter into Public Private Partnership (PPP) transactions (http://www.eib.org/epec/about/index.
htm).

You may discover that a combination of EFSI and ESIF could also be quite promising for your region, 
making the very best use of scarce public funds.
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IRE Expert Conference and Café d´Europe Régional in Sarajevo, BiH:

Bosnia and Herzegovina´s way to the eU has begun
The EU has been questioned a lot lately. Both, the economic and the refugee crisis have shown 
that the European project is not yet finished. Some long-time Member States even think about 
leaving the Union. Nevertheless, Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) has officially applied for EU mem-
bership on 15 February 2016.

„We all welcome the European aspirations of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina, especially after the adoption of the reform agenda 
and the associated action plan. Now Bosnia and Herzegovina 
need to provide concrete results,” said IRE Chairman Prof. Dr. 
Franz Schausberger at the opening session of the conference 
at the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH in 
Sarajevo.

  The IRE has organized an expert confe-
rence on the topic „Bosnia and Herzegovi-
nas way to the EU and the impact on regi-
onal and local authorities” on 15 April 2016 
in cooperation with Canton Sarajevo, the 
Central European Initiative, the Konrad-
Adenauer-Foundation and other interna-
tional partners. International experts from 
eight European countries and high-level 

From left to right: Elvis 
Kondzic, Advisor to the 
Council of Ministers BiH, 
Mirko Šarović, Minister 
of Foreign Trade and 
Economic Relations 
BiH, IRE Chairman 
Franz Schausberger, 
Ambassador Lars-
Gunnar Wigemark, 
Dragan Mektic, Minister 
of Security, and 
Austria‘s Ambassador to 
BiH Martin Pammer

From left to right: 
Andrej Horvat, GIZ Belgrade
Alexander Picker, CEO Komer-
cijalna Banka Belgrade
Wolfgang Friess, IRE Board of 
Trustees

“     Now Bosnia and 
Herzegovina need 
to provide concrete 
results. 
Franz Schausberger 
Chairman of IRE

speakers from business and politics attended this conference. 
The aim of the conference was to raise awareness of topics such 
as rights, opportunities and benefits for the citizens and their 
region from the (future) EU membership as well as the impact of 
the EU membership on the local and regional authorities.

Regional assemblies in the EU candidate 
countries need to deal with the implemen-
tation of EU legislation at an early stage and 
provide information to its citizens. Repre-
sentatives from Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, 
Slovakia, Romania and Serbia presented 
their approaches and European projects 
and concluded that 70% of the EU acquis is 
to be implemented at subnational level.

„It is absolutely necessary for the integrati-

on process to strengthen the country‘s capacity and to respond 
with one voice on EU matters,“ said Franz Schausberger on. The 
regional structure of BiH with its two entities and the Special 
Administrative Region Brčko is very complex and the financial 
autonomy at the local level is still weak. It is therefore important 
to involve all regional and local authorities in the EU process 
from the very start.

In the last one and a half years Bosnia has made notable deve-
lopment, reported the EU Special Representative and Head of 
the EU Delegation in BiH Ambassador Lars-Gunnar Wigemark. 
The reform agenda last year and the local elections in October 
2016 are the best chance to convince the citizens of the EU and 
the related positive development of Bosnia. There are already 
more than 200 Austrian companies in the country that are loo-
king for skilled workers. Austria is thus the largest foreign inve-
stor in BiH, reported the Austrian commercial attaché in Saraje-
vo Sigmund Nemeti. Nevertheless, sometimes clear conditions 
for investors are missing in order for them to plan their business 
and weigh opportunities and risks.

After the expert conferences in Dresden (D), Vukovar (HR) and 
Brcko (BiH) in 2013 and 2014, the event series „Local Assemblies 
and Parliaments“ was now successfully continued in Sarajevo.
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“Erasmus has 
contributed greatly to 
the academic concept 
and its coherence within 
the member states
Daniela Drobná 
Union of Towns and Municipalities in 
Slovakia
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In the afternoon the Café d‘Europe Régi-
onal on „BiH‘s rocky way to the EU“ took 
place in the Faculty of Philosophy at the 
University of Sarajevo. The relaxed atmo-
sphere of the cafeteria contributed to an 
open discussion with students on EU to-
pics such as the integration process and 
the participation of civil society in decision 
making. Top-class representatives, leaders 
and thinkers from politics, diplomacy and 
economy as well as an interested audience 
have discussed several ideas.

Prof. Daniela Drobná from the Union 
of Towns and Municipalities in Slovakia 
stressed that EU programs such as Erasmus 
have contributed greatly to the academic 
concept and its coherence within the 
member states. The recognition of qualifi-
cations boosts mobility of workers within 
the EU and BiH will also profit from it.

Other high-profile speakers at the podi-
um were the Austrian Ambassador Mar-

Meeting with the Prime Minister of Canton Sarajevo:

regional representatives from Bosnia 
are already active in Brussels

From left: IRE Advisory Board Member Gerhard 
Feltl, IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger, Prime 
Minister Elmedin Konaković and IRE Board of 
Directors Member Helmut Falschlehner   
Photo: Angelika Wienerroither (SN)

The IRE delegation with Chairman Franz 
Schausberger was welcomed in Sarajevo 
by the Prime Minister of the Canton Sara-
jevo Elmedin Konaković on 14 April 2016 
within in the course of the conference 
„Bosnia and Herzegovina‘s road to the 
EU and the impact on regional and local 
authorities“ which took place the next day.

„All cantons have already representatives 
who cooperate intensively with the EU to 
implement the reforms,“   said Prime Mini-

ster Konaković. He stressed that reforms 
in the areas of public administration, labor 
market, public finances, in the economic 
area and the judicial system as well as the 
fight against corruption have already been 
implemented.

We still have to tackle many problems but 
I believe that our path towards the EU will 
be successful,“ concluded Prime Minister 
Konaković.

“       All cantons have 
already representa-
tives who cooperate 
intensively with the 
EU to implement 
the reforms.
Elmedin Konaković 
Prime Minister

open discussion at the Café d´europe régional in Sarajevo

tin Pammer, Sigmund Nemeti, Austrian 
commercial  attaché in Sarajevo, CEO of 
Komercijalna Banka from Belgrade Ale-
xander Picker and IRE-Chairman Franz 
Schausberger.
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The President of the Republic of Slovenia 
Borut Pahor has joined the IRE „Board of 
Patrons“ and signed the certificate on the 
occasion of a visit of IRE-President Franz 
Schausberger to Ljubljana on 25 April 
2016.

Borut Pahor stated  that the IRE’s activity 
address the idea of a “Europe of the Regi-
ons” based on the principle of subsidiarity, 
which is one of the supporting pillars of 
the European Union as defined in the Lis-
bon Treaty.

The regionalization of Slovenia, which 
was fostered by President Pahor duri-

The mayor of Ljubljana Zoran Janković 
and the Deputy Mayor Tjasa Ficko agreed 
with IRE chairman Franz Schausberger 
and IRE Secretary General Joachim Fritz 
to conduct a conference on „Green Cities“ 
in Ljubljana. The capital of Slovenia, which 
is a member of the IRE network since last 
year, has been named „European Green 
Capital 2016”. Ljubljana has been redesi-
gned according to the sustainability prin-

Meeting with Borut Pahor in Ljubljana:

Slovenian President joins 
the ire Board of Patrons

IRE delegation visits Capital of Slovenia:

Mayor of Ljubljana welcomes ire initiative 
„green City”

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

ng his time as prime minister in 2008, 
was the core of the conversation. Slove-
nia is one of the most centralized coun-
tries in Europe with no regional struc-
ture and weak municipalities, which 
are subject to the central government. 
In a referendum in 2008 a clear majority of 
the population voted in favour of regiona-

lization but the attempt had failed becau-
se the number of regions was disputed.

The current government has not touched 
this issue yet. President Pahor, however, is 
convinced that regionalization will regain 
relevance in Slovenia. He thanked the IRE 
for sharing its expertise.

IRE-President Prof. Dr. Franz Schaus-
berger with the President of Slovenia 
Borut Pahor

                    Ljubljana has been redesigned accor-
ding to the sustainability principle and has excel-
lently preserved green areas

                 In a referendum in 2008 a clear majority 
of the population voted in favour of regionalization 
but the attempt had failed because the number of 
regions was disputed.

ciple and has excellently preserved green 
areas, even in the city center.

The main goal of the conference is to sha-
re experiences and to encourage other 
cities to get involved. There is no better 
place to hold a conference than Ljubljana, 
which has done a lot in recent years to be-
come a sustainable city. The development 
of the city is clearly visible, said Schaus-
berger in his conversation with Mayor 
Zoran Janković and Deputy Mayor Tjasa 
Ficko on 25 April 2016.

The IRE continues its conference series 
„Smart Cities“ in Ljubljana in cooperation 
with the city of Ljubljana on 10 November 
2016. Similar conferences had been orga-
nized in the past four years in Tübingen 
(Germany), Vienna (A), Wrocław (PL) and 
Trieste (IT).

Franz Schausberger, Tjasa Ficko and 
Zoran Jankovic
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Due to the rise of household spending and public spending the 
new trend shows a plus of 3.4 percent in 2015. Furthermore, 
the exports have risen because of the low interest rates and the 
low oil price. La Generalitat, the Catalan regional government, 
pointed out that Catalonia has experienced a stronger growth 
than Spain (3.2%) and the average Euro zone (1.9%). Only four 
countries in the EU area have experienced a higher growth, na-
mely Ireland, Malta, Luxembourg and Slovakia.
Measured by economic sectors services are at the top with a 
growth of 3.8% as the number of tourists grew by 3.7%. The in-
dustry grew by 2.7% compared to 2014 and has steadily grown 
in the past three years. For the first time in seven years the 
construction sector has grown by 3.5%. Only the agriculture 
and forestry declined slightly by 0.9%.
 

“The independence movements in Ca-
talonia and Scotland are pro-European 
movements, even if independence means 
splitting-up from an EU member state,” 
said  Jordi Solé, Secretary for Foreign Af-
fairs and the European Union of the Regi-
onal Government of Catalonia. Politicians 
and scientists have discussed the current 
situation of Catalonia in Spain and in the 
EU at a panel discussion on” Catalonia’ way 

in Europe “, which was organized by the IRE 
on 25 May 2016 in the International Salz-
burg Association in Salzburg.

“The roots of the current independence 
movements in Europe are extremely 
complex and difficult to compare to one 
another. There are diverse ethnic, geogra-
phical, religious, historical, economic and 
linguistic reasons,” explained IRE Chairman 
Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger. “The forma-
tion of new states in Europe is certainly 
nothing new for the 21st century.”

The turning point for Catalonia was in 
2006 when citizens have adopted the 
new Statute of Autonomy (with 74%) in a 
referendum. However, the decision of the 
Spanish Constitutional Court in Madrid on 
28 June 2010 brought no progress for the 
Catalan government, and even put it one 
step back. This and the lack of alternative 
proposals from Madrid were the trigger 
for increased independence movements 

in %  2014 2015 2016
GDP 1,5 3,2 2,8
Private consumption 2,5 3,1 2,8
Public spending  1,2 2 1,5
Export 4,2 5,6 5
Import 8,1 6,1 5,5
VPI 0,1 -0,2 0,8
Employment growth 2,1 3,1 2,8

source: Katalanische Handelskammer in Barcelona

 
This positive development of the economy has a direct impact 
on the labor market , where 3.5% more people are insured than 
in the year before. The increase is due to higher employment 
in the service sector. Nevertheless, the unemployment rate of 
17.7% remains a weak point in Catalonia. However, Catalonia 
stays economically strong despite the independence debate 
and continues to attract foreign buyers. Foreign investment has 
reached a value of EUR 4.8 billion last year, which is the highest 
figure since of 2010.
 
source: 7.4.2016 von  Mag. Ruth Sackl 
https://www.wko.at/Content.Node/service/aussenwirtschaft/es/
Katalonien-verzeichnet-hoechstes-Wirtschaftswachstum-seit.
html?newsletter=wko+aw.n%2fa.aussenwirtschaft+weekly+16%2f16+v
om+1942016++-+created%3a+20160417+-+sent%3a+20160419.link.spanien
+%7c+katalonien+w%C3%A4chst.original

“Catalonia’s way in Europe”, 25.05.2016, in Salzburg:

Catalonia has positioned itself in europe

Das  Online-Parkticket. Infos auf: www.viennaairport.com/onlineparken

online bis zu

-50%
im Sommer
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PARKEN WIE EIN 
WELTMEISTER
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Günstiger. 

News from the IRE Member Catalonia:

Catalonia registers 
highest economic 
growth in nine years

in the past 10 years. In a non-binding pu-
blic consultation on 9 November 2014, a 
large majority of 80.1% has voted for inde-
pendence of Catalonia from Spain. By now 
the Catalan government is planning elec-
tions in 2017 to legitimize independence 
by a parliamentary majority, and prepare 
a constitution. The goal is to transform the 
region with 7.5 million inhabitants into an 
independent state by mid-2017.

Krystyna Schreiber  is a German author 
and journalist and has been reporting on 
the independence movement in Catalonia 
for the past years. In her book “Die Über-
setzung der Unabhängigkeit” she inter-
viewed several personalities from Europe 
on this subject. In her research she found 
that independence movements are a Eu-
ropean issue and not only a national or 
bilateral problem. Dr. Kai-Olaf Lang  from 
the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, Ger-
man Institute for International Politics and 
Security, supports this idea and noted that 

independence movements have become 
a question of European domestic policy, 
which the EU must begin to deal with. 

The region of Catalonia has already esta-
blished contacts abroad and has opened 
an office in Vienna in June 2015. Austria is 
a very important location for Catalonia  in 
order to have a representation in Central 
Europe and to build relationships with 
these countries, explained head of the of-
fice Adam Casals. The office functions as 
a Chamber of Commerce to expand busi-
ness contacts with investors.

photos: Neumayr/Leo, Wikipedia

“The independence 
movements in Catalonia 
and Scotland are pro-
European movements, 
even if independence 
means splitting-up from 
an EU member state.
Jordi Solé
Secretary for Foreign Affairs and the 
European Union of the Regional Go-
vernment of Catalonia

From left: Kai-Olaf Lang, Franz Schausberger, Krystyna Schreiber, Jordi Solé 
and Adam Casals

foCUs
Catalonia



Elections in Serbia:
 
Serbian ruling party wins majority 
 

Serbian Prime Minister Aleksandar 
Vučić and his Serbian Progressive Party 
(SNS) have won the majority of votes in 
the local elections and even in the Au-
tonomous Province of Vojvodina, which 
traditionally is a stronghold of the oppo-
sition Democratic Party.

The right-wing SNS won 44.5 percent of 
votes in the elections for the Regional 
Assembly of the Autonomous Province 
of Vojvodina on 24 April 2016. The De-
mocratic Party (DS), which was in charge 
previously, only got 7.24 percent. The 
socialist PLC-JS coalition won 8.85 per-
cent, while the Nationalist Party SRS got 
7.66 percent of the votes. The League of 
Social Democrats of Vojvodina (LSV) won 6.43 percent and the Al-
liance of Vojvodina Hungarians (SVM) achieved 4.87 percent. The 
overall turnout was 56.40 percent. With 63 out of 120 seats the SNS 
won 50 seats more than in the previous elections 2012 and outrun 
the Democratic Party, which traditionally is the strongest party in 
the Vojvodina. The Democratic Party lost 48 seats. The SNS is plan-
ning a coalition with the Alliance of Vojvodina Hungarians (SVM). 
The SVM represents the largest ethnic minority in the Vojvodina.

The remarkable victory of the SNS is due to the successful eco-
nomic reforms and the accession negotiations with the EU.  
The Autonomous Province of Vojvodina is an autonomous provin-
ce in Serbia, a northern part of the country in the Pannonian Plain. 
Novi Sad is the administrative center of the Vojvodina and the se-
cond largest city in Serbia. The AP Vojvodina has a population of 
around 2 million people with more than 26 ethnic groups and six 
official languages.

The SNS has also reached the majority of votes in the remaining 
municipalities and cities.

Source: www.balkaninsight.com 
Karte:http://www.uni-regensburg.de/Fakultaeten/PKGG/Geschichte/geschichte-
suedost-osteuropa/studium/exkursionen/vojvodina/projekt.html
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Municipal elections in St. Pölten, Lower 
Austria
 
The social democrats gain votes 

The social democratic party SPÖ won 59.0 percent of the votes in 
the municipal election in St. Pölten, Austria, on 17 April 201. This is 
an increase of 2.24 percent. The conservative ÖVP got 20.27 per-
cent losing 5.02 percent, which is its worst performance in St. Pöl-
ten since 1950. The right-wing FPÖ reached 14.70 percent (+3.99 
percent), the Greens received 2.74 percent (-2,1 percent). 

The final result of the municipal elections in St. Pölten

Mayor Matthias Stadler (SPÖ) repeatedly received the majority of 
preferential votes of 3,703. The 42 seats in the council are distri-
buted as follows: SPÖ 26 (in 2011: 25), ÖVP 9 (11), FPÖ 6 (4), Green 
1(2). For the first time since 1996 the turnout has risen from 58.01 
to 63.62 percent.

Distribution of Mandates

Source: ORF & derstandard.at

Local elections in the UK:
 
An Indicator for UK referendum on
EU membership 

The two major parties suffered losses in the UK local and regional 
elections on 5 May 2016.

The Scottish National Party SNP has won most seats in the Scottish 
Parliament, but has lost its overall majority. The nationalists suc-
ceeded 63 of 129 seats - six seats less than in the last election. The 
leader of the SNP Nicola Sturgeon had already hailed a „historic“ 
victory since the SNP won the third election in a row. The Scottish 
Conservative Party came in second place - a major achievement for 
a party that has long been unpopular in Scotland. The Scottish La-
bour Party lost many votes and became only third strongest force. 
In March, the SNP has announced plans for another referendum 
on Scotland’s membership in the UK after the referendum on UK´s 
EU membership.

The Labour Party remains the strongest party in Wales but faces 

First 
Minister 

Nicola 
Sturgeon, 

leader of the 
SNP

Mayor of Sibiu 
Astrid Fodor, 

Democratic 
Forum of 

Germans in 
Romania

Igor Mirović, 
the new 
President of the 
Government of 
the Autonomous 
Province of 
Vojvodina

Sadiq Khan, 
Mayor of 
London

Gabriela 
Firea won the 
elections in 
Bucharest

12 newsregion 41 / july16 13newsregion 41 /july16

the significant rise of the UKIP party (UK Independence Party). The 
anti-EU party of Nigel Farage has won five seats in the Welsh re-
gional parliament. The UKIP fights for a withdrawal from the EU, 
whereas the leader of the Labour Party Jeremey Corbyn is in favour 
of remaining in the EU.

In  Northern Ireland, the two major Irish Republican parties Sinn 
Fein and the SDLP suffered losses, whereas the Democratic Unio-
nist Party (DUP), the largest party in Northern Ireland, won most of 
the votes. The Green Party of Northern Ireland won a second man-
date and the left-wing Socialist People Before Profit Alliance has 
gained two seats in the Northern Ireland Assembly for the first 
time. However, the distribution of seats remains broadly unchan-
ged.

First Muslim Mayor in London

With 44 percent of the votes Labour candidate Sadiq Khan is al-
most ten percent ahead of conservative rival Tory Zac Goldsmith 
in the mayoral election in London. The labour party takes over the 
British capital after eight years. Khan became thus the first Muslim 
mayor of a western capital.

Khan, a former human rights lawyer and son of a bus driver from 
Pakistan, describes himself as „British Muslim who takes the fight 
against extremists.“ Khan promised to be „a mayor for all Londo-
ners“. „I ask the people urgently to vote for hope over fear,“ he said. 
London has 8.6 million inhabitants of which more than a million 
are Muslims.

In general, the Labour Party did better than expected. They even 
defended some of their few strongholds in the conservative domi-
nated south of the UK. 40 million Britons were called on 5 May to 
elect their regional and local parliaments.

Sources:
faz.net/aktuell/politik/ausland/kommunalwahl-in-grossbritannien-rechtspopu-
listen-erzielen-wahlerfolg-in-wales-14218188.html 
zeit.de/politik/ausland/2016-05/grossbritannien-kommunalwahl-labour-partei-
jeremy-corbyn-verluste
zuerst.de/2016/05/08/kommunalwahlen-in-grossbritannien-ukip-und-schottische-
nationalpartei-gewinnen/ 
photos:  
salzburg.com/ 
arynews.tv/en/britain-awaits-results-of-super-thursday-votes/

Local elections in 2016 Romania:
 
Low turnout helps Socialists

Despite massive corruption allegations against the Romania Social 
Democrats (PSD), the party won the majority of local elections on 
the 5th of June 2016 leaving the center-right party PNL (National 
Liberal Party) behind. The PNL reached the worst result in the ca-
pital Bucharest. But many politicians of the PSD face trial over the 
corruption allegations.

The central election office in Bucharest announced that the PSD 
won 37.55 percent in the mayoral and regional parliaments. The 
PNL received only 31.97 percent. The turnout was 48.4 percent.

The PSD candidate Gabriela Firea won 43.14 percent in the capi-
tal Bucharest, leaving her opponent Nicusor Dan (30.46 percent) 
without chances. He has applied for the position of mayor with his 
new imitative Union Rescue Bucharest (USB) to fight against cor-
ruption and for environmental issues.

In the second largest city of Romania Cluj-Napoca the former Ro-
manian Prime Minister (2008-2012) Emil Boc was re-elected as 
mayor. He is member of the Democratic-Liberal Party (PD-L), which 
he co-founded in 2007. He won with a majority of 68 percent.

George Scripcaru won with 51.23 percent in Brasov, he is also 
candidate of the PD-L and will begin his fourth term. In Timisoara 
Nicolae Robu (PNL) was re-elected for a second term with 52.6 
percent.

The candidate of the Democratic Forum of Germans in Romania 
(FDGR) Astrid Fodor was re-elected as mayor of Sibiu. She has 
only been in office for one and a half years, after her election by 
the members of the City Council in December 2014 as the succes-
sor of Klaus Iohannis, who was sworn in as President of Romania 
on 21 December 2014.

Sources: dpa
http://www.gandul.info/eu-primar/noi-rezultate-partiale-bec-firea-43-45-dan-
29-93-psd-la-5-procente-in-fata-pnl-la-cj-update-15437283
Photos: 1. ro.wikipedia.org, 2. Ramona Găină
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Local elections in Italy 2016:
 
Political earthquake at local level

In the Italian local elections on 5 June and in the run-offs on 19 
June 2016, the voters clearly rejected the politics of the PD par-
ty of Prime Minister Matteo Renzi. In Rome the candidate of the 
protest movement “Five Star” Virginia Raggi, won the elections 
with almost two thirds of the votes. Turin has also elected a five-
star candidate, which was regarded as a historic breakthrough by 
the new party.

The 37-year-old Raggi wants more transparency and legality in 
daily politics. The five-star candidate Chiara Appendino in Turin, 
who won 54 percent of the votes, said that this is not only a protest 
vote but a vote for change and dignity.

A narrow victory was achieved by the PD Party in the economic 
capital Milan, where former director of the World Expo Giuseppe 
Sala won the elections. Rienzi’s party has managed to defend its 
position in the left-stronghold Bologna. In Naples, the left Mayor 
Luigi de Magistris was re-elected, however, he is a critic of Renzis 
policy. 

The five-star party has not made it into the run-offs in Milan, Nap-
les and Bologna. Yet the polls in Italy were considered an important 

test for Renzi. The five-Star-party was founded by star comedian 
Beppe Grillo as a protest movement seven years ago. Parliamen-
tary elections will be held in Italy in June 2018 and Grillos hopes to 
benefit from the results of this year´s municipal elections.

More than 13 million people in 1350 towns and cities were called 
to the polls. The turnout was at 50 percent according to the mini-
stry of the interior.

Source: dpa, N-TV, taz
Photo: http://www.cataniavera.it/2013/03/beppe-grillo-leader-del-movimento-
5-stelle-il-parlamento-e-sovrano/
Quelle: spo./Reuters/AFP

The candidate of the protest movement “Five Star“ and  
new mayor of Rome  Virginia Raggi

The involvement of regions and municipalities in the European in-
tegration process is not satisfactory enough in Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and Kosovo. This was one of the results during the 
meeting of the Western Balkans Working Group of the Committee 
of the Regions (CoR) chaired by Salzburg CoR representative Franz 
Schausberger on 1 June 2016, which took place during the „Enlar-
gement Days “ in Brussels.

“The necessary reforms, especially in the areas of justice, public 
administration, fight against corruption and organized crime, can 
only be implemented successfully if the regional and local level is 
involved from the start”, emphasized Franz Schausberger.

Greater support for Albania‘s EU 
aspirations
The Albanian ambassador 
to the EU Suela Janina re-
ported that the Albanian 
government was working 
on a territorial reform with 
more measures on decen-
tralization and more resour-
ces and powers delegated 
to the local level. The am-
bassador pointed out that 
90 percent of the populati-
on in Albania has a positive 
attitude towards EU acces-
sion. 

The European Commission 
expects the adoption of a 
first package of reforms in 
the field of public admini-
stration and judiciary before 
the summer, said Georg Ziegler from the Directorate-General for 
Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement of the European Commis-
sion. This is one of the preconditions to start accession negotia-
tions. Currently, judges and prosecutors are subject to screenings 
in terms of property acquisition and possible links to organized 
crime.

Kosovo: Small-sized Cooperation 
Lutfi Haziri, Mayor of Gjilan in the southeast of Kosovo, pointed 
out that although Kosovo has no regional level, numerous com-
petencies have been decentralized onto the local level. Gjilan is a 
particularly good example of cross-border cooperation with Ser-
bia and Macedonia and for the peaceful coexistence of Albanians, 
Serbs and Macedonians.

From left: Greta Bardeli, Head of the Regional Council of 
Shkoder, Suela Janina, Albanian ambassador to the EU 
and Franz Schausberger

Western Balkans Working Group met at „Enlargement Days“ in Brussels:

More regional participation needed for reform 
procedures in the Western Balkans

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Social and 
economic reforms come first
The Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina Lidija Topic informed 
about a change of the reform strategy in BiH, which will tackle so-
cial and economic reforms first and will later work on constitutio-
nal reforms.

„It is crucial to have a constructive and sustainable political dialo-
gue among all political forces particularly on EU-related reforms. 
Only then can the EU accession get into progress,“ underlined 
Schausberger. The working group „Western Balkans“ was set 
up by the Commission for External Relations in 2006 in order to 
strengthen the political and institutional dialogue and administra-
tive capacity of regional and local authorities in the Balkan region. 
It is chaired by Franz Schausberger since 2010.

Source: Landeskorrespondenz Salzburg, 2.6.2016
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• „Mensch & Pferd. Kult und leidenschaft“  - 
die oÖ. landesausstellung zeigt in lambach und stadl
Paura einblicke in die welt der Pferde und ihre mehr als
4000jährige beziehung zum Menschen

• das oÖ. Kulturquartier zeigt von 
21. Mai bis 16. oktober die neuauf-
lage „höhenrausch - andere engel“

• „Österreichische erzherzoginnen am 
hof der Medici“ eine ausstellung in den Uffizien 
des schlossmuseums linz von 16. März bis 
21. august 2016 

• die oÖ. volkskultur lädt ein zum „Fest der volkskultur“
in oberwang und stellt die von der Unesco 
ausgezeichneten traditionen und bräuche vor

Kulturland oÖ - 
nützen sie das angebot

www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at
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KAQUARIUM, Karlovac, Croatia
The freshwater aquarium and museum of 
rivers - Aquatica is a local tourist attraction 
based on the biodiversity of rivers and lakes 
in Karlovac, with rich tradition of life near the 
rivers. The aquarium will represent the flora 
and fauna of Croatian rivers and lakes, geolo-
gical history, traditional culture and history of 
the basins of the four rivers of Karlovac.

The project was created in cooperation of 
the City of Karlovac and the Karlovac County 
Development Agency - KARLA ltd and it is an 
excellent example of how cities and munici-
palities should cooperate with their regional 
coordinators when applying for EU funding. 
The project was selected within the 4th Call 
for the grant 
scheme for 
b u s i n e s s -
related in-
frastructure 
under the 
R e g i o n a l 
Competitive-
ness Opera-
tional Programme 2007 — 2013 which was 
announced by the Ministry of Regional De-
velopment and EU Funds. The project imple-
mentation period is from September 2014 to 
September 2016. The museum will open in 
Fall 2016!

 More info: http://aquariumkarlovac.com/

 “Star in school”, Karlovac, 
Croatia
The project “Star in school” was carried out 
within Karlovac, a city that intends to regene-
rate its potential. The project has involved an 
impressive number of students and teachers 
and helped to promote local identity and ci-
vic pride and to educate students about their 
city’s heritage. Karlovac was built as a defense 
fortress in the shape of a six pointed star and 
while the city has grown considerably since 
then, the star shape remains as the historic 
town center. Star in School brought studen-
ts from primary and secondary schools and 
their teachers to the Star and they learned 
about the historic center. The project was 
aimed to find innovative ways of including 
cultural heritage in each subject in school, 
whether it is mathematics, biology, history or 
Croatian language.

In 2016 the project got an Award Europa 

Nostra as 
one of the 
examples of 
c r e a t i v i t y, 
innovation, 
sustainable 
d e v e l o p -
ment and 
social par-
ticipation in the heritage field throughout 
Europe.

Ivana’s House of Fairy Tales, 
Ogulin, Croatia
Located within the mediaeval Frankopan 
Castle in Ogulin, Ivana’s House of Fairy Tale is 
a unique multimedia and interactive visitor’s 
center which celebrates fairy tales and their 
makers. The idea was inspired by the fact that 
Ivana Brlić – Mažuranić – Croatian foremost 
writer of fairy tales – was born in Ogulin. 

Ivana’s House of fairy Tales consist of a perma-
nent multimedia exhibition, a library, a mul-
tifunctional space for workshops, and a sou-
venir shop. Permanent exhibitions are: Magic 
Forest, Enchanted Castle Hallways, Magic Mir-
ror, Fireplace, Fairy-Tale Library, Chamber of 
Mystery and Creative Room. 

Ivana’s House of Fairy Tales – Visitor’s Centre 
and the international Ogulin Fairy-Tale Fe-
stival are conceived as key elements in the 
development of a unique destination, the 
identity of which is built around fairy tales. 
As a project coordinator and holder of all the 
project’s activities, the Tourist Board of the 
City of Ogulin signed an agreement in March 
2012, allocating non-refundable funds from 
the European Regional Development Fund 
for the realization. In partnership with the City 
of Ogulin, Ministry of Culture and numerous 
collaborators, the Tourist Board of the City of 
Ogulin successfully realized all the project ac-
tivities at the end of 2013.

Ivana’s House of fairy Tales was awarded by 
Croatian Museum Association in 2014 and 
was nominated by the European Museum of 
the Year Award 2016. Every year 21000 visi-
tors enjoy in 
contents of 
the House.

More info: 
http://www.
ivaninakuca-
bajke.hr/en

News from IRE Member region Karlovac, HR:

Successful eU Projects in Karlovac

During the plenary session of the 
Committee of the Regions Franz 
Schausberger (middle) and President 
of the Salzburg Landtag Brigitta Pal-
lauf (left) were invited by the Hessian 
State Minister for European Affairs 
Lucia Puttrich (right) to the Liaison 
Office of Hessen to the EU. All agreed 
that regions – and especially those 
with legislative powers – should get 
involved intensively in the European 
decision-making process.

The Marshall of the Polish region 
Mazovia Adam Struzik (left) invi-
ted all representatives of European 
regions to participate in the „Inter-
national Tourism Fair World Travel 
Show 2016“, which takes place 
from in October in the Warsaw Ptak 
Expo. Franz Schausberger (right) 
and CoR-President Markku Mark-
kula (middle) attended this event.

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger 
met with the first Special Envoy for 
the Promotion of Freedom of Reli-
gion or Belief outside the European 
Union Ján Figeľ – former European 
Commissioner and Deputy Prime Mi-
nister of Slovakia – and offered him 
the support of the IRE.

Meetings in Brussels
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Pals - Costa Brava

Come home and relax yourself

“The crisis-shaken development in 
Europe can only be challenged suc-
cessfully with the support of strong 
regions”, said President of the Institute 
of the Regions of Europe (IRE)  Franz 
Schausberger  at the European Forum 
Wachau in Göttweig, Austria, on 11 
June 2016. The current government 
crisis in the Ukraine is essentially based 
on the fact that the country is highly 
centralized and has long failed to esta-
blish strong re-
gions and gua-
rantee a degree 
of autonomy. A 
solution to the 
conflict would 
be a new federal 
constitution.

The increasing 
need for inte-
gration of many 
asylum seekers 
caused by the 
refugee influx 
to Europe can 
only be met suc-
cessfully with a 
strong commit-
ment of regions and municipalities. 
Sustainable integration is based on a 
decentralized integration policy, when 
refugees are not only settled in the me-
tropolitan areas, but also in small cities 
and towns. The integration of smaller 

Lower Austria awarded 
„European Entrepreneurial 
Region 2017“

The European Committee of the Regions 
(CoR) annually nominates regions with the 
most convincing and promising entrepre-
neurial visions. On 15 June 2016 the pro-
vince of Lower Austria and the regions of 
Western Greece and Extremadura (Spain) 
were awarded „European Entrepreneurial 
Region“. Governor of Lower Austria Erwin 
Pröll accepted the award for the strategy 
on „Lower Austrian economy 2020“ at the 
award ceremony in Brussels.

Lower Austria has invested heavily in lo-
cation quality, for example in transport 
infrastructure, the development of edu-
cation and research infrastructure, which 
also contributed to higher quality of life in 
Lower Austria.

Markku Markkula, the President of the 
European Committee of the Regions, said 
that SMEs are the driving force for su-
stainable growth and jobs in Europe as 8 
out of 10 work places are with SME´s. The 
award winning regions remind us that lo-
cal and regional authorities play a key role 
in strengthening entrepreneurship.

from left: Governor Erwin Pröll, 
President of the CoR Markku 
Markkula and State counsellor  
Petra Bohuslav
(© NÖ Landespressedienst/Pfeiffer)

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger at the European Forum Wachau, Austria:

european crisis can only be overcome with the 
support of strong regions

numbers of asylum seekers in many 
towns and cities will automatically in-
creasing their acceptance in the host 
country.

The member of the Lower Austrian 
State Parliament and member of the 
IRE Board of Trustees  Lukas Mandl 
presented initiatives and activities of 
regions that can provide indispensable 
support to tackle the European crisis.

In the course of 
the European 
Forum Franz 
Schausberger 
met the Bul-
garian Foreign 
Minister Daniel 
Mitov. Since 
Bulgaria is still 
a very centra-
lized country, 
Schausberger 
offered the Bul-
garian Foreign 
Minister the ex-
pertise and the 
support of the 
IRE for reforms 

of decentralization and regionalization 
of Bulgaria. The Minister confirmed 
that the decentralization discussion is 
being discussed for years now and es-
pecially the financial decentralization 
of municipalities and cities is a priority 
for Bulgaria.

from left: Member of the Landtag of Lower Austria Lukas Mandl, IRE 
Chairman Franz Schausberger, Gerald Steiner, Dean of the Faculty of 
Economics and Globalization of the Danube University Krems, publicist 
and author Hubert Wachter and Oliver Paasch, Minister President of the 
German-speaking community in the Kingdom of Belgium.

Franz Schausberger with the Bulgari-
an Foreign Minister Daniel Mitov



foCUs
irE interns

foCUs
members, friends & supporters

20 newsregion 41 / july16 21newsregion 41 /july16

The Regional Association Pongau is an amalgamation of 25 Pon-
gau communities, cities and a service facility with a broad field of 
functions for its members, the tourism organizations, businesses 
and its citizens. The Regional Association Pongau owns the mo-
bility center Pongau GmbH („mobilito“) and supports the Euro-
pe Direct Information Centre „EDIC Southern Salzburg - Pongau“. 
The focus lies on promotion consulting, regional planning and 
regional development, the mobilization and development of 
commercial sites and the organization and development of pu-
blic transportation. Furthermore, an information and cooperation 
center for regional projects and regional diversity handles regio-
nal concerns.

About 80,000 people make their living in the 25 municipalities 
of the district „St. Johann im Pongau“. Pongau is also a region 
with high recreational value. With around 8.5 million overnight 
stays and 71,000 guest beds it is the most important tourist de-
stination in Austria. During winter the region of Pongau has al-
ready positioned itself as one of the top destinations in Europe. 
Pongau is Austria‘s only region that has an active mobility center 
(service center for tourist mobility management).

We look forward to the cooperation with the regional association 
Pongau and hope for a good and close collaboration.

More information about the Regional Association:
http://www.pongau.org/home.html

Entrepreneurship runs in the blood of Helga and Erich Kellerhals. 
The couple founded the retail company F.E.G. („Bicycle Electro-
nics Store“) in 1963. The company in Bavaria grew steadily and the 
product range was enlarged continuously. In 1979 the first Media 
Markt was opened. The Media-Saturn-Holding GmbH (MSH) is now 
the largest electronics store chain in Europe. 

In 2004 the management holding “Convergenta Invest und Betei-
ligungs GmbH” was founded in Salzburg by Helga and Erich Kel-
lerhals. The subsidiary company “Convergenta Invest GmbH” still 
holds shares of the Media-Saturn-Holding GmbH.

We thank Convergenta for their trust and we hope for a successful 
collaboration.

Source and photo: http://www.convergenta.com

regional 
Association 
Pongau
represented by 
Mayor Dr. Peter Brandauer

Convergenta invest 
und Beteiligungs gmbH

represented 
by Helga 

and Erich 
Kellerhals

The 27th Congress of the Union of Towns 
and Cities of Slovakia (UTCS) was held on 

Congress of the Union of Towns and Cities of Slovakia in Bratislava:

More funding for cities and regions in Slovakia
3 June 2016 in Slovakia’s capital Bratislava. 
The Congress was chaired by the President 
of the Association of Towns and Cities of 
Slovakia and Mayor of Bratislava  Ivo Nes-
rovnal. Most participants were mayors of 
Slovakian cities.

The UTCS set out priorities and objectives 
for the next time period such as a closer 
cooperation of regional governments with 
the private sector and increasing energy 
efficiency. Representatives of several minis-
tries discussed possible development chan-

ces for marginalized regions in the country.

The Secretary General of UTCS  Milan 
Galanda  pointed out that due to newly 
implemented laws more funding for the 
cities and regions is possible, which also 
comes with more responsibility. Other pri-
orities are the improvement of health ser-
vices and waste management.

Member of the IRE Board of Trustees  Ge-
org Krauchenberg  (photo left, middle) 
took part in the meeting and reported the 
results to the IRE Board of Directors.

New IRE-Partner New IRE-Partner

The young professionals from all over Eu-
rope, who came to visit Salzburg on the 17 
und 18 of June 2016, share two things: in-
terest in European politics and memories 
of their internship at the IRE. 

The Alumni Meeting was organized by 
the IRE in order to stay in contact with the 
former interns and to give them the op-
portunity to get to know each other and 
exchange experiences with like-minded 
people. Since the IRE´s founding 12 years 
ago almost 250 interns have completed an 
internship at the headquarters in Salzburg.

After a brief welcome at the IRE office by 
IRE Chairman Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger, 
the group paid a visit to the Salzburg Regi-
onal Parliament, where they engaged in a 
discussion with President Dr. Brigitta Pal-

lauf. Afterwards the IRE-Team invited the 
former interns to the Salzburg Museum for 
an exhibition on the 200th anniversary of 
Salzburg as part of Austria. Vivid talks and 
the exchange of experiences continued 
during the relaxing atmosphere at dinner. 

Many of the IRE-alumni now work at mini-
stries in Vienna, consulting companies in 
Germany, at various universities in Europe, 
or at the European institutions in Stras-
bourg and Brussels.

The IRE offers one-month-long internships 
to students from all over Europe and has 
also a cooperation agreement with the 
Salzburg College, where students from the 
United States apply for an internship at the 
IRE. The internship gives interns an insight 
into the daily work of a NGO and further-
more, promotes research activities..

First IRE Alumni Meeting:

Sharing common interests and 
memories

from left: Gerard Ribas, IRE-Chairman 
Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger, Tsira 
Zauner, Demet Demir

What are former IRE 
interns doing now?

Andreea-
Nicoleta 

Stefan, As-
sistant to the 

Member of 
the European 

Parliament 
Maria Grapini 

(RO)

How was your internship at the IRE?
I had the great opportunity to be an in-
tern at the IRE for one month, in March 
2015, and it was a very enriching expe-
rience. I had been involved in a series of 
working tasks that helped me to diver-
sify my professional background. My 
major task was to conduct a research 
on the local autonomy principle in Ro-
mania after the accession to the EU and 
to provide administrative support to 
the IRE staff on the organization of the 
Green Urban Mobility Conference that 
took place in Trieste, Italy.  

What did you learn at the IRE?
It was the first time that I have been in-
volved in organizing a conference on the 
dimensions of the IRE Conference and 
I appreciated the fact that the IRE staff, 
especially Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger 
and Dr. Joachim Fritz, made me feel part 
of the IRE team. I have met amazing pro-
fessionals, made good friends and lived 
in Salzburg, a city of great beauty. Mo-
reover, I could say that I owe to the IRE 
and to the advice of Dr. Joachim Fritz 
my present job, because it was at the IRE 
Conference in Italy that I met my pre-
sent employer who was interested in my 
background and I am now working at 
the European Parliament as Accredited 
Parliamentary Assistant. I could easily 
say that the internship at the IRE influ-
enced my career a lot.

Do you have any advice for other in-
terns?
I would advise the other interns, former 
or future ones, to work hard and be 
result-oriented. It might seem difficult 
to find a stable job nowadays and jum-
ping from internship to internship could 
be disappointing, but they should try to 
see every experience as a step forward 
and as a possibility to meet wonderful 
people.

Interns work on a research paper elabora-
ting a topic related to European or regio-
nal policy. The results are published in the 
IRE monograph series. Furthermore, the 
interns support the IRE in its daily activities 

and the organisational processes.

Three of our interns this year have alrea-
dy presented their papers to the IRE. Mrs. 
Tsira Zauner analysed Georgias economic 
situation and the investment possibilities, 
Ms. Demet Demir presented the special 
position of the city of Izmir as the most 
western-oriented city in Turkey and Mr. 
Gerard Ribas compared potential invest-
ment and cooperation opportunities of 
the Spanish region Catalunya with regi-
ons in the Balkan countries. The papers 
are available in the IRE library and can be 
purchased via Mail. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us.

We thank all three for their support and 
wish them all the best for the future!

The IRE library grows with every intern

Foto : Credits: Neumayr/Leo
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Expert Conference
Green Mobility and Green Cities

Sustainable and interconnected cities in Europe  

10th November 2016
in Ljubljana, Slovenia

Sustainable mobility is the mobility model that takes into account 
the enhanced mobility demand of the rising population in urban 
areas and at the same time allows for minimal environmental and 
territorial impacts. The main aim of this event is to analyse the cur-
rent traffic situation of European cities with historical centres and 
European regions, best-practice examples, innovative traffic pro-
grammes and technological solutions as well as giving impulses 
for new activities, cooperations and projects.

foCUs
members, friends & supporters
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Sunday, 25th September 2016

13:00 IRE General Assembly 2016

15:15 - 17:30 CASE STUDY: 
„European financing of regional   and municipal 
infrastructure“  
Wilhelm MOLTERER, former Vice-Chancellor of Austria and 
Executive Director of the European Investment Bank (EIB)

19:00 - 22:00 Reception at the Salzburg Residenz upon the 
invitation   of the Land Salzburg and the City of Salzburg

Monday, 26th September 2016

09.00  Opening Address

09.15  Key note speaker on the topic of sustainability  
Günther OETTINGER, EU Commissioner for   Digital Economy 
& Society Brussels, Belgium (tbc)

09.45  Panel discussion I:  
“Sustainable Integration of Asylum applicants   in Regions 
and Municipalities“

11.45  Panel discussion II    
„Sustainable land management –   challenges for Regions 
and Cities“

13.30 - 14:45  Panel discussion III  
„Sustainable water management –   essential task for 
Regions and Cities“

19:00 Salzburg Evening

Save the Dates

12th Conference of European Regions and Cities
„Sustainability in Regions and Cities of Europe“ 

25 – 27 Sept 2016, Salzburg, Austria

The annual Conference of European Regions and Cities brings together 300 representatives from politics and business. 
It focuses on future strategies and current challenges, which are of importance for the subnational level.

Tuesday, 27th September 2016

09:00  IRE Symposium  „European Heritage Days – the 
importance of preserving   cultural and historic heritage for 
Regions and Cities“ (on the occasion of “European Heritage 
Days” )

12.30 - 14:00 Visit to the Salzburg Fortress

Registration: 
E: martina.balazic@institut-ire.eu        

F: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 5050     www     T: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 0     www     www.institut-ire.eu

They have nerves of steel: 
The APG line teams need 

to keep balance.
Credit: Karl Michalski

The balance of generation and consumption

Electricity supply is based on a fundamental physical principle that 
is very simple: every single second, precisely as much electricity 
must be generated as is being consumed at that moment. The rea-
son for this is that electricity cannot be stored at will. If the balance 
is disrupted, large-scale outages can occur.

„Maintaining the balance every single second between generation 
and consumption is the core task of Austrian Power Grid,“ explains 
Dr. Ulrike Baumgartner-Gabitzer, CEO of APG. „What may appear 
simple becomes a daily balancing act due to the current changes 
in the European electricity sector: The higher the share of electri-
city generated from wind power as part of the overall supply, the 
greater the fluctuations that the electricity grid has to balance out. 
This also means that grid operators such as APG have to intervene 
more frequently.“

The balancing act of electricity supply – 
Austrian Power grid (APg) must strengthen grid
The European electricity supply is undergoing a transition. The construction of many additional wind and 
photovoltaic power plants calls for increased efforts in order to maintain the necessary balance between 
electricity generation and consumption at all times.

APG invests in a secure electricity future

Wind and photovoltaic power require an electricity grid that can 
handle even great power fluctuations. „The restructuring of our 
electricity supply towards renewable energy sources requires huge 
investments in our electricity grid,“ says Baumgartner-Gabitzer. „In 
the next ten years, we will invest over 100 million euros annually 
to improve our facilities. This is the only way to maintain the high 
standard of the Austrian electricity supply.“

One very central project is the Salzburg line. Over 600 million eu-
ros are flowing into this project alone. Investments in the national 
electricity grid are important investments in the future and an im-
portant impulse for the national economy. Around 80 percent of 
the invested funds benefit the Austrian economy.

You can find further information at 
www.apg.at



Create
jobs.

Austrian industry directly and indirectly secures 2.4 million jobs. 
Our companies need the right regulation framework in Austria 
and Europe to foster their competitiveness. Only then will we  
be able to create even more jobs.
Foto: dieindustrie.at/Mathias Kniepeiss

www.iv-net.at
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