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Access to healthcare is one of the principles enshrined in the European Union (EU) Treaty and the Charter of Fun-
damental Rights. Unfortunately, with current challenges faced by Europe’s health systems - an ageing population, 
a rising rate of chronic diseases and a squeeze on healthcare budgets - this principle is harder than ever to respect. 
As EU Health Commissioner I am committed to helping Member States face these challenges so that they are able 
to provide high-quality healthcare to everyone in need. 

One of the key tools to improve access to healthcare is the EU Directive on patients’ rights in cross-border healthca-
re which entered into force in 2013. This Directive increases transparency about healthcare and thus helps open up 
our options on where we can receive healthcare. For example, if the waiting list for a hip replacement is too long in 
one country, a patient could opt to travel to another EU country for the same operation. This EU Law has also spur-
red advances in interoperability of eHealth systems which will enable the cross-border exchange of e-prescriptions 
and patient summaries in the EU as early as 2018. 

This legislation goes beyond simply making it easier for patients to seek healthcare abroad. It also creates new ways 
of cooperating at EU-level to deliver healthcare more efficiently. It gives more opportunities to share knowledge 
and pool expertise. Two examples are the EU-wide Network on Health Technology Assessment (HTA) and future 
European Reference Networks – and 2016 is set to be an important year for both of these initiatives.

HTA is a multidisciplinary process that helps decision makers to select the new effective medical technologies 
(medical equipment, pharmaceuticals, rehabilitation and prevention methods, etc.) by answering questions like: 
is the technology effective? For whom does it work? What costs are entailed? How well does it work compared to 
alternative technologies? EU cooperation on HTA features in the Commission’s work programme for 2016. I am con-
fident that we can build on our achievements and lay the groundwork for a sustainable system of HTA cooperation. 
We are now working on an impact assessment to carefully assess various options linked to the setting up of this 
permanent structure. This is of key importance to me, as I firmly believe that HTA is a powerful evidence-based tool 
for making the best investment choices and helping patients through a timelier access to innovative technologies. 

2016 will also be a key year for making European Reference Networks (ERNs) a reality. ERNs will bring together 
highly specialised healthcare providers from across the EU, in areas where expertise is rare. They will help pool pan-
EU knowledge and expertise, to provide affordable, high-quality and cost-effective treatment for many Europeans 
who suffer from rare diseases and conditions. So if the top experts on a particular rare condition are based in, say, 
Spain, a patient in Estonia can benefit from their expertise – a shining example of EU-added value to be sure!

The Commission will soon publish a call for interest to establish ERNs focused on specific areas of expertise – for 
example: immunological or neuromuscular diseases. I want to encourage all health actors and bodies at national, 
regional and local levels to either get involved in this fantastic new development in Europe1. I invite you, dear rea-
ders, to spread the word so that this call is a success.

1  For more information: http://ec.europa.eu/health/ern/policy/index_en.htm)

Vytenis 
Andriukaitis

EU Commissioner for 
Health and Food Safety

www

https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire
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IRE expert conference „Health for all“, 24th February 2016

regional projects promote 
cross-border medical services

With rising healthcare costs and the necessary austerity measures of the public sector, cross-bor-
der cooperation in health care gains importance in Europe. Possible cost savings due to synergy 
potentials in neighbouring regions and cooperations between health care institutions are reaso-
nable. The EU has already recognized this issue and adopted a directive in 2011 to facilitate pati-
ent mobility within the EU, which also non-EU countries, such as Switzerland, have implemented.

The directive on patient mobility includes rights of patients to 
receive treatment in another Member State and the financial 
reimbursement in their home country. However, patients barely 
make use of it due to inadequate implementation of the direc-
tive by Member States. Experts estimate that only one percent 
of all patients in Europe take advantage of cross-border health 
treatments. The main reasons are the lack of agreements and 
the difficult reimbursement system.

The IRE conference “Health for all” dealt with the challenges of 
cross-border regional cooperation on health promotion and 
health care, which took place on 24th February 2016 in Hallwang 
near Salzburg.

The possibilities for cross-border cooperation range from cross-
border health planning and the sharing of health and care insti-
tutions regardless of the member state, up to a joint educatio-
nal agenda, the purchase and prioritization of clinical services or 
the joint use of large equipment. Thus, the diminishing financial 
resources can be used more efficiently without causing a decline 
in quality.

For IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger cross-border cooperation 
in the health sector has not yet developed satisfactorily en-
ough: „In order to eliminate regional disparities and advance the 
equality of opportunities, already existing and well-functioning 
examples can be applied to other regions. It is also important 

from left: 
Herbert Resch, 
Franz Schausberger, 
Mireia Canals Botines, 
Anna Krappinger and 
Matthias Wismar
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to bear in mind the particular features of urban and rural regi-
ons and call attention to the regional differences.“ This requires 
a constructive cross-border cooperation of all relevant regional 
and national institutions.

The conference focused on the exchange of best-practice exa-
mples with the aim to subsequently initiate concrete projects on 
regional and local level.

Elke Ledl, head of the EU Division of the Lower Austrian Health 
and Social Fund (NÖGUS) presented   the project „Healthacross 
in Practice“ in Lower Austria, which allows Czech patients to get 
outpatient medical treatment in Gmünd, Austria. „EuPrevent“ is 
a cross-border health promotion program of health facilities wi-
thin the Meuse-Rhine area (region in Germany, Netherlands and 
Belgium) which was introduced by Brigitte Van der Zanden, Ma-
naging Director of the Foundation euPrevent | EMR. The hospital 
in Cerdanya, a region in Catalonia at the Spanish-French border, 
was opened in 2014. Mireia Canals Botines, Secretary General of 
Euro Region Pyrenean-Mediterranean in Barcelona reported on 
the success and the difficulties during the commissioning phase 
of the hospital.

In general, experts call for more information and transparency 
on medical services in the EU member states. Matthias Wismar, 
Health Policy Analyst of the World Health Organization (WHO), 
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noted that the bigger picture is still missing: „However, only 
the efficiency of the already existing systems is examined, e.g. 
what region offers a particularly good service for certain di-
seases.“ Wismar agrees that the promotion and implementation 
of cross-border cooperation would bring better and more effi-
cient health facilities. Therefore, the system needs more politi-
cal support and less bureaucracy. Other experts on the podium 
were Herbert Resch, Rector of the Paracelsus University (PMU) in 
Salzburg, Hanjo Allinger, Managing Director of the Institute for 
Empirical Economic and Social Research in Munich, Alexander 
Meindl from the health insurance AOK Bavaria, Anna Krappin-
ger, Health Officer at „Fonds Gesundes Österreich”, Elisabeth 
Gampert-Zeisberger  from the Salzburg health insurance, Hein-
rich Gmeiner,  coordinator at „Healthy Upper Austria“ and  Iris 
Grimm from the Bavarian Centre for prevention and health pro-
motion. Around 100 international guests from Germany, Spain, 
the Netherlands, Slovenia, Austria and Brussels attended the 
conference and discussed best-practice examples.

“Healthacross in Practice”
 
Cross-border health care in Lower 
Austria and South Bohemia

Since the fall of the Iron Curtain over 20 years ago, much has 
grown together, but there is still potential for more, for example 
regarding cooperation in cross-border healthcare. 

The city of Gmünd-Ceské Velenice is located at the border of Low-
er Austria and South Bohemia, the Czech Republic, and is divided 
into two parts. Until recently, the Czech social insurance would not 
allow the citizens to take 
advantage of the nearby 
hospital in Gmünd on 
the Austrian side.

The EU-launched project 
“Healthacross in Prac-
tice” was supposed to 
demonstrate the need 
for Czech patients being 
treated in the hospital 
of Gmünd and that this 
could actually be realized without considerable efforts or compli-
cations. Due to the work put into the previous “Healthacross” pro-
ject and the conclusions drawn from it, it seemed that the time had 
come to make the vision of a cross-border treatment of patients 
reality. The practical test in the course of a two-year pilot project 
was the chance to show the stakeholders at European level, the 
population and the representatives of healthcare on both sides of 
the border, how necessary it is to implement a project in order to 
meet the long-standing demand.

In the course of the project, a determined number of Czech pa-
tients received ambulant medical treatment in Gmünd hospital. 
The range of services and the appointment times had been agreed 
in advance. However, the biggest challenge turned out to be the 
cross-border ambulance transportation including all its complex 
legal issues, such as the transfer of drugs, the personnel’s compe-
tences or regulations for the use of the blue light. 

As part of the project, a treaty between the Republic of Austria and 
the Czech Republic, which made ambulance operations across the 
border possible, was signed on 21 January 2016 in Znaim, Czech 
Republic. This achievement will also push forward other cross-bor-
der activities between the two countries.

The Advantages of 
international Cooperation and 
Competence exchange with 
Top-Class networks
The international networking of teaching and research is one of 
the main trademarks of the Paracelsus Private Medical University 
Salzburg (PMU). A fruitful cooperation with the US-American Mayo 
Medical School of the famous Mayo Clinic in Rochester was already 
established during the founding phase and continues until today. 
The cosmopolitan attitude of the university is expressed in various 
ways, like e.g. the close competence exchange with top-class net-
works – especially among EU-states and the US, and the consistent 
promotion of students’  language skills. This remarkable interna-
tional image proved to be very attractive to students, lecturers 
and researchers. The transfer of knowledge and technology with 
partners from home and abroad is another important step which 
is being promoted massively at the moment.

Setting up a second lo-
cation of the Paracelsus 
Private Medical Univer-
sity in Nuremberg, Ger-
many, in cooperation 
with the city‘s clinical 
centre was another 
step to enhance our in-
ternational orientation.

The decision for colla-
boration has the fol-
lowing reasons: Clinical research has been a vital reality in Nurem-
berg for years and the environment at the clinical centre, as one of 
the first medicine related addresses in the metropolitan region of 
Nuremberg, offers the best conditions for the establishment and 
implementation of human medicine studies. The city of Nurem-
berg as hospital owner, the management, the directorate and the 
medical personnel authentically conveyed and convey a collective 
will and an atmosphere of pioneering spirit, which is crucial for an 
implementation of the academic world. 

Moreover, the process offers the Paracelsus Private Medical Univer-
sity Salzburg and its new location in Germany excellent synergies 
and possibilities to cooperate in the field of research, which is ano-
ther important step towards the quality development of teaching 
and the internationalization of the university.  

Herbert 
Resch

Director of 
the Paracelsus 
Private Medi-
cal University 

Salzburg, 
Austria

Elke 
Ledl

Head of 
EU unit, 

Health and 
Social Fund 

of Lower 
Austria, 
Austria

The network “Healthy 
Kindergarten” in Upper 
Austria
The federal state of Upper Austria strongly focuses on health pro-
motion. The basic concept of the prevention projects includes the 
integration of all people regardless of sex, religion, origin or social 
status. Numerous initiatives such as “Healthy Community” or “Heal-
thy Kitchen” invite all citizens of Upper Austria to join the projects. 
The prevention programs regarding nutrition, physical exercise 
and psychosocial health are build on one another and guarantee a 
sustainable health support from childhood to adulthood.

The prevention project Network “Healthy Kindergarten” success-
fully provides for equal opportunities. It stands for integral health 
promotion and provides the best possible conditions for an op-
timal development of the child‘s wellbeing. Furthermore, the last 
kindergarten year, which is mandatory for the 5- and 6-year-olds, 
makes sure to reach one hundred per cent of all children in that 
age group. Children with different background knowledge the-
reby will be taught on health topics. A free supply of fruits and 
vegetables, an ideal offer of beverages, various opportunities to 

be physically active 
and a healthy and de-
licious lunch are just a 
few examples  of how 
health promotion is 
integrated in the daily 
kindergarten routine. 
It promotes a healthy 
lifestyle and the ideas 
are also brought into 
the families. Parents 
and other reference 

persons are actively involved in the network due to newsletters or 
practical instructions in parent-child workshops.

Both the practicability and the optimal integration of the health 
promotion issue into the educational work have been accom-
plished. A multi-professional team of experts from the fields of 
nutrition, physical exercise, psychology, education, medicine and 
sociology develop the concept with kindergartens. The network 
turned out to be a successful concept. Almost half of the kinder-
gartens in Upper Austria participate in the project but the goal is 
to get all kindergartens involved (around 750 facilities). Thus, an 
important contribution to the equality of opportunities in health 
can be made.

Heinrich 
Gmeiner
Coordinator 
of Healthy 
Upper Austria, 
Austria

Kindly supported by:

Herbert Resch, Elisabeth Gampert-Zeisberger and the 
Mayor of Hallwang Johannes Ebner

(Front) Judith Willert, Elke Ledl and Kerstin Kittenberger 
from the Health and Social Fund of Lower Austria, Sieg-
fried Weinert from Emergency Call Lower Austria
(Back) Lukas Mandl, Member of the Regional Parliament 
of Lower Austria

Iris Grimm, Journalist Evelyne Huber, Elisabeth Gampert-
Zeisberger, Heinrich Gmeiner and Anna Krappinger
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euPrevent|eMr
The question of what makes cross-border healthcare special or 
challenging for the Euregion Meuse-Rhine (EMR), a cross-border 
region between Germany and the Netherlands, and what was the 
best way to deal with it, is a question with a long history and an 
even longer answer. 

In the EMR, cross-border healthcare has become a part of daily 
life since the nineties, not only for the patients themselves and 
their representatives but also for many other stakeholders such 
as healthcare providers and professionals, governmental organi-
sations, politicians, insurance companies and research institutes. 

Just the fact that it forms a part of daily life makes it special but 
still, we also face 
many challenges. 
The obvious ones are 
on the level of admi-
nistration, finances, 
structures and langu-
ages. However, the 
philosophy of the 
EMR on cross-border 
healthcare is, firstly, 
to see a chance for 
change and innovati-
on in every challenge and „problem” and, secondly, to never stop 
developing new ways of dealing with the issue.

In order to do so, around 50 healthcare related organisations in 
the EMR united their forces in a non-profit foundation named 
“euPrevent|EMR” to deal with cross-border healthcare on a daily 
basis. 

The foundation makes sure that the issues in the area of interest 
are heard by the stakeholders in the EMR and that the available 
competences are used to their full potential. 

EuPrevent|EMR supports the member-organisations in reaching 
their combined goals regarding cross-border healthcare in the are-
as of cure, care, prevention and patient empowerment. Although 
the EMR is definitely on the right track a lot remains to be done!

Demands and reality of 
Cross-Border Cooperation in 
the Health Care Sector
In the course of globalisation and European unification the use 
of medical services abroad has become more and more common 
practice. It holds great chances for people living in regions where 
a border has hindered a fast and effective medical treatment. To-
day, it would be hard to explain why the national ambulance must 
be called even though the emergency doctor in the neighbouring 
community across the border would be of much faster assistance. 

The task of the transnational service accounting should ensure 
that the decision 
of a single person 
to use healthcare 
services abroad 
does not involve 
additional costs in 
the home country. 
Unfortunately, this 
is not always the 
case yet. Again and 
again, it becomes 
obvious that the 
national measures 

to prevent the exhaustive use of healthcare services – in whatever 
way they are defined – can be avoided by obtaining the services 
abroad. 

Financially important is the additional burden, when only the 
contribution-based costs for the treatment of foreign patients are 
refunded by their health insurances but not the tax-based costs. 

Regarding the service accounting of cross-border healthcare ser-
vices between Germany and Austria, one can observe that espe-
cially the Austrian regional health insurances often have to reim-
burse services provided in Germany that they would not or just 
partly pay for at home. These funding structures create incentive 
systems which still hinder a well-functioning cross-border coope-
ration – not only in the field of emergency services.

Cross-Border Healthcare 
Services
We still face technical limits and restrictions when using cross-bor-
der healthcare services, even though the legal implementation of 
the patient mobility directive by the EU and the supra- and trans-
national regulations have already existed for several years now. One 
of the obstacles results from the special features that characterize 
the “market of healthcare services”. Health is not a good like app-
les or pears, whose supply can simply be left to the market. Hence, 
regulations need to be found assuring that national guidance sys-
tems are not restrained due to the use of cross-border services but, 
on the contrary, 
integrate the cross-
border service.

The welfare gains 
in terms of supply 
regarding cross-
border healthcare 
treatments are ob-
vious. They are re-
ached when those 
gains are accepted 
as a fair share of burdens by the contributors and tax payers of the 
respective countries. The different social systems of the states do 
not need to be standardized. However, it is necessary to build bet-
ter bridges from one system to the other. The impressive coopera-
tion between the hospitals in Füssen, Germany, and Reutte, Austria, 
proofs that this is possible. In the region Außerfern-Königswinkel 
a cardiac infarction network has been created in order to treat af-
fected patients across the border. The goal of this network is the 
best possible treatment of heart attack patients by coordinating 
all emergency doctors, emergency services and hospitals involved.

Brigitte 
van der 
Zanden

Managing 
Director of 

euPrevent|EMR, 
The Nether-

lands

Hanjo 
Allinger
Managing 
Director of 
INWISO – Institute 
for Empirical Eco-
nomic and Social 
Research, Munich, 
Germany

Alexander 
Meindl

AOK Bavaria, 
Department for 

Private Custo-
mers, Germany

equal opportunities in Health 
issues in Bavaria
The special feature of the work in the coordination unit is that it is 
supported by and in cooperation with important partners in a net-
work on national, federal, county and community level. That is why 
resources are concentrated on the common goal - to strengthen 

the health related 
equality of opportu-
nities in Bavaria.

To do so, we make 
use of the structures 
of the cooperative 
association “Equal 
Opportunities in 
Health Issues”. The 
association was 
established by the 

Federal Office for Health Education and other associates in 2003 
and advocates health related equality of opportunities on natio-
nal level together with 65 partners. One of the association’s cen-
tral subjects is the partner process “Health for all!” which supports 
communities in the establishment and development of integrated 
municipal strategies and which 11 Bavarian (and 50 German) com-
munities have already joined. 

The process focuses on the exchange and collaborative learning 
on proven municipal approaches that support the health of peo-
ple in difficult social circumstances, and on how the variety of tho-
se experiences can be passed on.  

Initiated in 2011 under the title “Healthy Growing Up for Everybody!” 
the partner process concentrated mainly on the health for children 
and adolescents. Now, it has been extended in order to promote a 
healthy life with equal chances for people of all ages.

Furthermore, the coordination unit for Equal Opportunities colla-
borates closely with the Public Bavarian Health Service, especially 
the 76 health authorities, the network of the Bavarian Centre for 
Prevention and Health Support (ZPG) and the prevention mana-
gers of the regional governments. Thereby, an area-wide awa-
renessraising for the issue in Bavaria is possible. The topic is also 
part of the Bavarian prevention plan, which simplifies the imple-
mentation of policies on health equality in Bavaria.

Iris Grimm
Centre for 
Prevention and 
Health Promo-
tion in the Ba-
varian Office for 
Health and Food 
Safety, Germany

Journalist Evelyne Huber and Vice-President of the 
Austrian Chamber of Pharmacists Diemut Strasser

From left: Matthias Wismar, Andrea Eder-Gitschthaler 
from UNIQA AG in Salzburg and Franz Schausberger
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SUMMER-TIME
The 116th plenary session of the Commit-
tee of the Regions (CoR) took place on 
the  10 and  11 February 2016  in Brussels. 
IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger  and 
President of the Regional Parliament  of 
Salzburg Brigitta Pallauf  represented the 
region of Salzburg at the session.

The main topic of the plenum was the 
refugee influx into the European Union. 
Solutions were explored and discussed 
in a debate with the President of the Eu-
ropean Council  Donald Tusk. In his re-
marks Tusk underlined that the regional 
and local authorities are on the front line 
in the migration situation and the subse-
quent integration process and,  therefore, 
urgently need support from the national 
and European level. According to the CoR, 
the challenge lies in the fair sharing of re-
sponsibility, particularly with regard to re-
distribution and resettlement of refugees, 
effectively combating radicalization and 
maintaining security in European society, 
while at the same time respecting human 
rights. The CoR calls on all Member States 
to show solidarity and a sense of shared 
responsibility.

In his comment Schausberger acknow-
ledged the clear commitment of the presi-
dent of the EU council to regionalism and 
decentralization. Unfortunately, a contrary 
development can be observed at the mo-
ment in Europe. Schausberger also agreed 
with Tusk that all negative developments 
in Europe´s history were caused by centra-
lism and nationalism. Regional and local 
authorities need to be granted the politi-
cal, administrative and economic capaci-
ties and competencies if they act as trou-
ble shooters concerning the refugee issue 
and integration. Hence, Schausberger 
wishes for a clearer commitment to regio-
nalism on the part of the Member States 
and EU candidate countries.

„The Schengen area is a symbol of unity 
and more than that. In Salzburg we live 
right at the German border to Bavaria. 
Therefore, we know about the importance 
of open borders for the economy and daily 

from left: Franz Schausberger, the President of the CoR Markku Markkula and 
the President of the European Council Donald Tusk

IRE Chairman Schausberger meets President of EU Council Tusk

President of the eU Council supports 
regions on refugee issue  

life. People have adapted to it and com-
mute every day to work or university, and 
suddenly they are confronted with a long 
wait at the border crossings. The Europe-
an Committee of the Regions is in favour 
of open borders. Nevertheless, the Schen-
gen external borders must be secured and 
precise information at the initial points of 
migration is necessary, as well as a legal, 
strict and speedy registration of the re-
fugees. The refugee problem can only be 
addressed with common responsibility 

IRE  is sponsored by

and solidarity”, continued Schausberger.

The regional representatives in the CoR 
adopted a resolution on the Schengen 
area. Among other things, the CoR consi-
ders a legal entry with a registration pro-
cedure necessary to guarantee an orderly 
entry into the EU and  more resources  to 
secure the EU‘s external borders.

Source:  Press Release of Landeskorrespondenz Salz-
burg and the CoR- Press Office
Photo: CoR 
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Croatia has 4.2 million inhabitants but only 552 cities and commu-
nities, whereas Austria accounts for 2,100 cities and communities 
with 8.7 million inhabitants. Therefore, Croatia could easily double 
its number of towns and communities to reach the Austrian stan-
dard.  Not only economic arguments, which very often are false, 
should play a role during a merging processes, but also the grass-
roots democracy of public administrations to its citizens.

Posavec and Schausberger agreed that apart from the decen-
tralization of responsibilities and administration, a financial de-
centralization needs to be implemented as well because regions 
and municipalities otherwise cannot solve the tasks transferred to 
them. Schausberger explained that the Institute of the Regions of 
Europe (IRE) has intensively dealt with the questions of decentrali-
zation and regionalization and would be pleased to provide infor-
mation and facts against centralization. The region of Međimurje is 
a member of the IRE network.

Međimurje is one of the smallest Croatian regions with about 
114,000 inhabitants and an area of 730 sqKm. It is located in the 
very North between the two rivers Drau and Mur and makes a gre-
at effort to develop economically. Approximately one quarter of 
the 2,400 enterprises is engaged in trade, 20 per cent operate in 
the production sector, the construction business accounts for 14 
per cent. Small and medium-sized enterprises as well as agricul-
tural businesses play an important role. The unemployment rate 
amounts to 11 per cent. There is still space for investors in three 
business districts with an area of more than 50 ha each. Parts of it 
are designated for scientific centres and educational facilities. The 
region offers support and advantages for investors.

For more information, please visit:  
www.redea.hr, www.medjimurska-zupanija.hr

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

Matija Posavec and Franz Schausberger

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger visited the Croatian region of Međimurje:

Against Centralization Plans!
The enforced merging of regions and communities is 
the wrong way and no solution, explained IRE Chairman 
Franz Schausberger addressing the centralization plans 

of the Croatian government during a visit to the Regi-
onal President of Međimurje Matija Posavec in Čakovec 
on 14 March 2016.

„Međimurske gorice“ - Vineyards at Železna Gora village in Međimurje wine subregion
© Wikipedia / Silverije
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Regional elections in Catalonia, Spain
 
Catalonia’s New Head of Government favours 
Independence

After the regional elections in Catalonia the region in North-eas-
tern Spain has elected its new head of government on 10 January 
2016. Carles Puigdemont, from the party Convergència Democrà-
tica de Catalunya (CDC) was elected president of Catalonia by the 
Regional Parliament. The outcome of the vote was close: 70 MPs 
voted in favour of Puigdemont, 63 against and two abstained. The 
former mayor of Girona (Gerona) has announced to launch the Ca-
talan independence from Spain.

The move puts Catalonia back on the road to independence 
from Spain after months of political deadlock and waning support 
for  the predecessor Artur Mas (CDC), who stepped down a day 
earlier paving the way for an alliance between the Independence 
Alliance of the left-wing „Junts pel Si“ (Together for Yes) and the 
far-left, pro-Catalan independence party CUP.  The Alliance „Junts 
pel Si“ is supported by the parties Democratic Convergence of Ca-
talonia (CDC), Republican Left of Catalonia (ERC), Democrats of Ca-
talonia (DC) and Left Movement (MES). The conservative Mas won 
the regional elections on 27 September 2015 but had failed to be 
confirmed in his office because the CUP rejected his austerity plans.

The time for the election of a regional president ran out at mid-
night on 10 January and would have resulted in new elections. The 
independence wing was worried to lose its absolute majority in 
new elections over the dispute on Mas. Mas had to resign, he was 
President of Catalonia from 2010 - 2016.

Catalonia with a new regional president

The next phase of the independence debate between Catalonia 
and Spain is likely to begin. The aim is to transform the region with 
7.5 million inhabitants in an independent state by mid-2017. The 
decision raises concerns in Madrid.

After reaching the majority, the independence wing decided on a 
resolution regarding the separation from Spain in November 2015. 
The Spanish Constitutional Court overturned the decision at the 
beginning of December 2015 supporting the central government 
in Madrid that strictly rejects Catalonia´s independence. Shortly af-
terwards, Spain’s interim Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy spoke out in 
support of a united country. He said he would fight for unity in Spain. 
However, Rajoy himself is in a weak position since the national 

elections of 20 December 2015. Although his party PP results to be 
the strongest force, it has no absolute majority and is still looking 
for a coalition partner.

Developments in Catalonia could now also affect the formation of 
a government in Madrid, where the socialists from the PSOE par-
ty argue with Rajoy to form a government. In the PP voices were 
raised that a grand coalition of Conservatives and Socialists was 
the best way to prevent a separation of Catalonia. But lately PSOE 
is trying to form a government with the liberal party Ciudadanos 
(Citizens).

From journalism to politics

Carles Puigdemont is advocating the independence of Catalonia 
from Spain. Mas had cooperated with the Spanish central govern-
ment for a long time before entering the independence course a 
few years ago. Puigdemont is the son of a baker from the village 
Amer near Girona. After abandoning his studies of Catalan Philo-
logy, he worked as an editor at the local newspaper „El Punt“ and 
later became editor in chief. He became the first director of the 
Catalan News Agency (ACN), which is subordinated to the regio-
nal government, and co-founded the English-language regional 
newspaper „Catalonia Today“. In 2006 he went into politics. In July 
2011 he was elected mayor of Girona, which had hitherto been 
more than 30 years a stronghold of the Socialists..

Source: Kleinezeitung.at, spiegel.de, zeit.de, euronews.com
Foto: Lluis Gene/AFP/Getty
Map: http://www.economist.com/node/10808957
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Local Elections in Tyrol, Austria
 
A Shift to the Right

After the elections of mayors and local councils on 28 February 
2016, the Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP) remains strongest force in 
Tyrol, Austria. The right-wing Freedom Party of Austria (FPÖ) re-
corded a gain in votes, whereas the Social Democrats (SPÖ) had 
to face heavy defeats. The votes were casted in 277 communities 
except in the state’s capital Innsbruck, where elections will take 
place in 2018.

The ÖVP managed to achieve the absolute majority in sever-
al local councils, e.g. in Landeck, Axams and Zams. Moreover, 
the mayors of Kitzbühel Klaus Winkler and of Schwaz Hans 

Lintner were confirmed in their offices. In Kufstein, however, 
the People’s Party plummeted from around 30 per cent to 13.8 
per cent. They lost more than half of the seats in the council. 
For the SPÖ, the Election Day was marked by decreasing figures. 
Seats were lost in former strongholds such as Jenbach, Landeck, 
Hall and Rum. Nonetheless, the mayoresses of Lienz and Wörgl 
were able to assert themselves against their contestants. Elisabeth 
Blanik gained 62.3 per cent of the votes in Lienz and Heidi Wech-
ner 54 per cent in Wörgl.

As opposed to the Social Democrats, the elections turned out to 
be successful for the FPÖ. The Freedom Party has become the se-
cond strongest power in Kufstein, Wörgl, Schwaz and St. Johann. 
Furthermore, it generated the absolute majority in the local coun-
cil of Jenbach, where it also provides the new mayor Günter Resch. 
The latter gained 53.3 per cent of the votes and thereby defeated 
the other three candidates straightaway. 

Around 71 per cent (-1, 95 per cent) of the Tyrol population who 
was entitled to vote went to the ballots. 

In 23 communities runoff elections took place on 13 March 2016. 
Five incumbent mayors were deselected – in St. Jakob, Ratten-
berg, Mieders, Trins and Fügen. In other five communities – Telfes, 
Hainzenberg, Neustift, Fulpmes and Mieming – the mayors were 
confirmed in their offices and in ten communities new local lea-
ders were elected.

In Fügen, the 25-year-old Dominik Mainusch (young ÖVP) surpri-
singly asserted himself against the incumbent mayor Walter Höll-
warth. He achieved 63 per cent of the votes and is the youngest 
mayor in Tyrol.

For the very first time, a woman was elected mayor in Mayrho-
fen, Monika Wechselberger gathered 51.52 per cent of the votes. 
The FPÖ-mayor of St. Jakob in Defereggen lost the runoff against 
the 26-year-old Ingo Häfele. However, this defeat for the FPÖ was 
compensated as Bernhard Freiberger, who ran as an independent 
candidate on an FPÖ-list, became the new mayor of Rattenberg. 
He reached 54.47 per cent of the votes.

Sources: 
http://tirol.orf.at/news/stories/2760172/ 
http://www.oe24.at/oesterreich/politik/Gemeinderatswahlen-in-Ti-
rol-2016/225929476 
http://diepresse.com/home/politik/innenpolitik/4935295/TirolWahl_Herbe-Ver-
luste-fur-SPO-in-fruherer-Hochburg-Jenbach?_vl_backlink=/home/index.do 
image: www.tirol-web.info

Local Elections in Hessia, Germany
 
Euroscepticism on the Rise

The Eurosceptic AfD becomes third strongest party

The local elections in the German state Hessia were successful 
for the Eurosceptic and right-wing populist party “Alternative 
für Deutschland” (AfD, engl: Alternative for Germany) as the par-
ty achieved double-digit figures. The established parties reacted 
with astonishment and outrage. According to Hessians CDU ge-
neral secretary Manfred Pentz there is no link between the state 
politics of the black-green coalition and the success of the AfD on 
local level.

The Christian Democratic Union (CDU) remained the state-wide 
strongest party with 28.9 per cent, just shortly before the Social 
Democratic Party (SPD) with 28.5 per cent. The AfD became third 
strongest force with 11.9 per cent and the Green Party got 11.3 per 
cent, suffering heavy losses. In contrast, the Free Democratic Party 
(FDP) recovered and got 6.4 per cent of the votes. The Left Party 
amounts for 3.5 per cent of the votes.

Important for the results is the understanding of the electoral law: 
The trend results have only taken into consideration those ballots, 
with one list elected. However, the voting system also allows to 
cast up to three votes for one candidate or to choose candidates 
from several lists, which takes more time to count.

Nevertheless, the interim figures one day after the elections were 
already a reason for the AfD to celebrate.

With a state-wide minus of 6.7 per cent points compared to the 
previous local elections five years ago, the Green Party had to face 
the toughest loss. The CDU lost 5.5 and the SPD 3.5 points. In con-
trast, the FDP has recovered significantly and achieved 6.3 per cent 
of the votes (plus 2.4 points), the Left Party gained 3.7 per cent 
(plus 1.0 point). The voter turnout of 48.0 per cent was barely high-
er than five years ago (47.7 per cent). In large cities less than half of 
the citizens casted their vote.

Carles 
Puigdemont, 
Convergència 
Democràtica 
de Catalunya 
(CDC)
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Little gains for the SPD in Frankfurt

The AfD gathered 8.9 per cent in Frankfurt and thereby is the 
fourth strongest power in the biggest city of Hessia. The CDU, 
which reached 30.5 per cent five years ago, now only amounts to 
24.1 per cent of the votes, the Green Party got 15.3 per cent losing 
10.5 percent points. Back then, the Green party profited from the 
nuclear catastrophe in Fukushima. The SPD enhanced from 21.3 
to 23.8 per cent, the Left Party from 5.4 to 8 per cent. The FDP got 
7.5 per cent, a gain of 3.6 points. The turnout was at 38.9 per cent. 
“The current coalition does not have a majority any longer”, says 
the mayor Peter Feldmann (SPD).

After the results of all 248 constituencies had been counted in 
the federal state capital  of Wiesbaden, the CDU accounts for 
24.7 per cent, the SPD for 25.9 per cent and the AfD for 12.8 per 
cent. The Green Party reached 14.1 percent, the FDP 9.8 per cent 
and the Left Party 6.2 per cent. The turnout was 43.4 per cent. 
 In the 117 constituencies in Darmstadt, the Green Party became 
the strongest party with 29.7 per cent losing 3,2 points . The CDU 
came in second place with 18.2 per cent. The SPD shrunk from 21.3 
to 17.2 per cent and the Left Party grew from 3.9 to 6.8 per cent. 
The turnout was at 47.8 per cent.

In Büdingen the far-right NPD gathered 14.2 per cent while the 
CDU fell from 27.8 to 21.8 per cent, the SPD from 25.5 to 18.3 per 
cent and the Green Party from 12.7 to 7.3 per cent. A reason for 
the alarming rise of the far-right party is probably the big initial re-
gistration centre for refugees located in Büdingen, which the NPD 
made use of in its campaign.

In Fulda the CDU lost its majority in the county council for the very 
first time. Here, the AfD accomplished 15 per cent of the votes, 
with its chairman and former CDU member Martin Hohmann. 
Twelve years ago, the CDU had suspended Hohmann after some 
of his speeches had been labelled anti-Semitic. The CDU fell from 
51.0 to 43.2 per cent, whereas the Republicans improved from 1.8 
to 8.7 per cent. The SPD shrunk from 18.7 to 15.5 per cent and the 
Green Party from 17.8 to 11.7 per cent

Reforming the electoral law

Due to its spokesman Peter Münch the AfD is not heading for coali-
tions in the local parliaments. It would be better for the young par-
ty to start in the opposition. The Hessian SPD chairman Thorsten 
Schäfer-Gümbel has regretted the gains of the AfD. Furthermore, 
he has questioned the electoral law and spoke out to reform it.

Even though the numbers fell after counting all votes, the eurocri-
tic party AfD remains third strongest power in the federal state of 
Hessia. In many big cities the former governing coalitions lost their 
majorities. In Frankfurt and Darmstadt, the CDU and Green Party do 
not reach a majority anymore and in Kassel, Gießen and Marburg, 
the coalitions of the SPD and the Green Party were deselected.

Sources: 
http://hessenschau.de/politik/wahlen/kommunalwahlen-2016/kommunalwahl-
ticker-frueheres-raf-mitglied-bei-wahl-in-marburg-erfolgreich,kommunalwahlen-
liveticker-wahl-100.html 
http://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/auszaehlung-der-kommunalwahl-afd-in-
hessen-doch-nicht-ganz-so-stark/13068430.html 
http://hessenschau.de/politik/wahlen/kommunalwahlen-2016/nach-kommunal-
wahlen-grossstaedte-brauchen-neue-regierungsbuendnisse,koalitionen-nach-
wahl-100.html

Elections in three German states
 
Established Parties have to fight for their 
Coalitions 

On 13 March 2016 new state parliaments (Landtag) were elected in 
three German federal states. The results of the established parties, 
such as the CDU and the SPD, in comparison to the newly-esta-
blished Euro-critical “Alternative for Germany” (AfD) were of main 
interest. Chancellor Angela Merkel had hoped to win the South-
West of the country, despite the resistance against her refugee po-
licy. However, the AfD performed considerably well and managed 
to establish itself on the right side of the political spectrum.

AfD becomes the second strongest force in Saxony-Anhalt 
After the previous elections in Saxony-Anhalt in 2011 the coalition 
of the CDU and the SPD has continued governing the federal state 
under Prime Minister Reiner Haseloff. In December 2015, three 
months prior to the election, the federal state’s CDU Chairman 
Thomas Webel excluded any cooperation with the AfD. His aim 
was to sustain the black-red coalition. However, this is no longer 
possible.

Despite minor losses, the CDU of Prime Minister Haseloff won 
the Landtag election, the seventh 
elections of the new state after the 
German unity. Due to the results, 
the party accounts for 29.8 per cent. 
However, compared to 2011, that 
means a decrease of more than two 
per cent points.

The AfD managed to become the 
second strongest power right from 
the starting position. The right-wing 
populists gained 24.2 per cent of 
the votes.  The SPD plummeted to 

10.6 per cent and had to register its worst result ever in a Landtag 
election. In 2011, the party achieved 21.5 per cent. The Left Party 
had to accept a loss of seven per cent points. With only 16.3 per 
cent, it fell back to the third place. The Green Party accounts for 5.2 
per cent and can thereby barely win seats in the Landtag. The FDP, 
with 4.9 per cent, failed to reach the five-per-cent threshold.

Due to the SPD’s weakness, the black-red coalition cannot conti-
nue governing in Saxony-Anhalt. It is likely that the CDU and the 
Social Democrats will search for a third partner. The voter turnout 
increased considerably – from 52.2 per cent in 2011 to 61.1 per 
cent in 2016.

SPD Prime Minister asserts herself in Rhineland-Palatinate 
In January 2013 Kurt Beck (SPD), who had governed the federal 
state of Rhineland-Palatinate since 1994, resigned from his office 
as Prime Minister. He was replaced by his fellow party member 
Malu Dreyer. She ran for elections for the first time. On several 
live TV shows, she competed mainly with the CDU candidate Julia 
Klöckner about refugee policy issues.

Dreyer succeeded in sustai-
ning the SPD’s position as 
strongest party. According 
to preliminary results, the 
Social Democrats account 
for 36.2 per cent. Compa-
red to 2011, this is an incre-
ase of about two per cent 
points.  The CDU with front 
runner Julia Klöckner gained 
31.8 per cent and lost more 

than two per cent points of its previous result. The Green Par-
ty plummeted to 5.3 per cent.  After an absence of five years, 
the FDP returned to the Rhineland-Palatinate  Landtag with a 
result of 6.2 per cent. The AfD instantly achieved 12.6 per cent. 
The Left Party, the Free Voters, the Pirates’ Party and the NPD 
failed to cross the five per cent threshold but gained at least one 
per cent of the votes and therefore qualify for party financing. 
 
Due to the weakness of the Green Party, a continuation of the 
red-green coalition will not be possible in the state capital Mainz. 
For the future, a grand coalition of CDU and SPD or a tripartite 
alliance of the SPD, the Green Party and the FDP are probable. 
The voter turnout rose to 70.4 per cent, which is an increase of 8.6 
per cent points compared to 2011 (61.8 per cent) and the highest 
turnout ever recorded for a Landtag election in Rhineland-Palati-
nate since 1996.

Historic victory for the Green Party in Baden-Württemberg 
The Green Party has managed to become the strongest party on 
regional level for the very first time in Germany with 30.3 per cent 
of the votes. Thus, the party took over its toughest contester, the 
CDU, by about 3 per cent and improved its result of the previous 
state elections in 2011 by 6.1 per cent. Therefore, the incumbent 
green Prime Minister Winfried Kretschmann was confirmed in his 
office.

For the two established parties, the liberal-conservative CDU and 

the social-democratic SPD, the Election Day was a black day. The 
CDU lost 12.0 per cent in its former stronghold and plummeted to 
27.0 per cent. The SPD has lost almost half of its votes and could only 
gather 12.7 per cent, making it fall behind the new, right-wing po-
pulist AfD. The latter achieved 15.1 per cent and, thereby, became 
the third strongest force in the federal state. With a result of 8.3 per 
cent, after 5.3 per cent in 2011, the liberal FDP will probably return 
to the State Parliament. The Left Party, in contrast, only accounts for 
2.9 per cent and does not pass the required five-percent threshold. 
 70.4 per cent of the population who was entitled to vote went to 
the ballots. Compared to 2011, this is an increase of 4.2 per cent.

The success of the AfD is putting the country into turmoil and the 
Green Party faces another problem: The previous green-red coa-
lition lost its majority after this year´s election and has to look for 
a new coalition partner. A rarely-occurring green-black coalition 
with the CDU would be possible, or a triple alliance together with 
the SPD and the FDP.

The elections in Baden-Württemberg, Rhineland-Pfalz and Sach-
sen-Anhalt were considered a test for the grand coalition in the 
German Federal Parliament. The parties losses and the rise of the 
AfD is probably due to internal disputes, especially about the refu-
gee policy. According to polls, 70 per cent of the AfD voters did so 
because they are disappointed with the other parties.

source:
http://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/wahlen-2016-die-ergebnisse-der-land-
tagswahlen-im-ueberblick-a-1082093.html
http://www.sueddeutsche.de/news/politik/wahlen-afd-triumph-wirbelt-politisches-
system-durcheinander-dpa.urn-newsml-dpa-com-20090101-160312-99-192734 
https://wahl.tagesschau.de/wahlen/2016-03-13-LT-DE-BW/
Graphics: tagesschau.de
Malu Dreyer:
http://www.marcelhuerter.de/news/news-einzelansicht/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5
D=19&cHash=1775265a6b00b524c4530394564fc23f
Winfried Kretschmann:
https://www.gruene-bw.de/regierung/ministerpraesident-winfried-kretschmann/
Reiner Haseloff:
http://www.sachsen-anhalt.de/lj/politik-und-verwaltung/die-landesregierung/
ministerpraesident/

Reiner 
Haseloff

Malu Dreyer

Winfried Kretschmann
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Create
jobs.

Austrian industry directly and indirectly secures 2.4 million jobs. 
Our companies need the right regulation framework in Austria 
and Europe to foster their competitiveness. Only then will we be 
able to create even more jobs.
Foto: dieindustrie.at/Mathias Kniepeiss
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While the Eastern part of the Ukraine continues under  war-like 
conditions and the Ukrainian government in Kiev is in a deep cri-
sis, the situation in Western Ukraine is of political stability and cha-
racterized by an economic boom. This is the picture of the Ukraine 
that IRE Chairman  Franz Schausberger  got during his two-day-
visit to Lviv upon the invitation of Mayor Andriy Sadovyy from 17 
to 19 February 2016.

The city of Lviv, which has more than 700,000 inhabitants, has 
built a new modern international airport and a big football stadi-
um for the European Football Championship, which took place in 
2012.

At a meeting with the mayor Sadovyy, Schausberger was told 
that the biggest problems in the Ukraine are corruption and the 
influence of oligarchs who virtually determine everything in the 
country. Therefore, Sadovyy, who holds the office of mayor for 
almost ten years now, decided to found the public association „Sa-
mopomitsch“ (Self-Help) in 2004, which in 2013 became a political 
party and was elected third strongest party in the last parliamen-
tary elections. The party‘s main objective is the elimination of cor-
ruption and curbing the influence of the oligarchs. The reason why 
Sadovyy‘s party withdrew its confidence from the government la-
tely was because the government had promised to fight against 
these two problems but so far has done nothing.

The war in Eastern Ukraine is barely noticeable in Lviv, only pic-
tures of fallen young men from Lviv in churches remind the people 
of the war in the East. Two million tourists visit Lviv annually; mo-
reover, the city wants to focus on the organization of conferences 
and congresses in the future and plans to build a new congress 
center with a capacity of 3,000 people.

Lviv is also an interesting city for international hotel chains, as the-
re are none so far. Due to the situation in Eastern Ukraine and in 
Kiev, more and more organizers and operators relocate to Lviv for 
business. Many wealthy Ukrainians have fled the disputed Eastern 
region and have moved to Lviv looking for high-quality apart-
ments. Housing is also needed for some 30,000 refugees from the 
Eastern region. Many companies, especially IT companies, have 
resettled to Lviv. People in Eastern Ukraine used to be wealthier 
than in Western Ukraine, the wages were 1.5 times higher than in 
Lviv. The Donetsk region, which economically was always stronger 
than Western Ukraine, will now shut down its mines and fill them 
with water, the steel plants will be scrapped. Therefore, many peo-
ple aim for Western Ukraine, which has lately experienced a very 
dynamic development.

Lviv region to strengthen decentralization

n a meeting with the first Deputy Governor of the region (Oblast) 
Lviv,  Rostyslav Zamlynskyy, Franz Schausberger was informed 
about the aim to strengthen local governments by promoting 

decentralization. Especially administrative decentralization shall 
be put forward and bring order to local finances. The region has 
created 15 municipal associations, which were established by the 
municipalities voluntarily. The municipalities retain their inde-
pendence. 

However, the decentralization process is not finished yet. Schaus-
berger offered the know-how and support of the Institute of the 
Regions of Europe (IRE), which was gratefully accepted. It was 
agreed to jointly organize seminars and workshops. The cross-bor-
der regional cooperation with regions in Poland, Germany, Austria 
and other European regions is on the agenda.

The Region of Lviv plans to reconstruct a former mining area into 
an industrial park, which is located five kilometres from the Polish 
border. There are  particularly great opportunities in  agriculture 
and in wood processing, where skilled work force is available.

from left: Franz Schausberger and  Deputy Governor 
Rostyslav Zamlynskyy

from left: Mayor Andriy Sadovyy and Franz Schausberger

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger visited the capital of Western Ukraine

Dynamic economic Development in the 
City and region of Lviv
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The new Croatian government was sworn in on 22 
January 2016 and consists of Prime Minister Tiho-
mir Oreskovic, a non-party top manager of the 
Croatian diaspora in Canada, two deputy prime 
ministers and another 20 ministers. The two ruling 
parties, the National Conservative Croatian Demo-
cratic Union (HDZ) and the reform-minded neo-
party Most (Bridge) gained the required majority.

The former Governor of the County of Virovitica-
Podravina  Tomislav Tolušić  (HDZ), a long-time 
member of the IRE network, was appointed Mini-
ster of Regional Development and EU Funds. We 
congratulate Tomislav Tolušić on his appoint-
ment and wish him all the best for the new chal-
lenge in Zagreb.

His deputy minister Sanja Bošnjak (HDZ) has be-
come the new governor of Virovitica-Podravina 
County. We want to congratulate her on the new 
position as Govenor of the Region and hope to 
continue the good cooperation.

Sanja Bošnjak  (*1968 in Orahovica) graduated 
from the Economics Faculty of the University of 
Osijek in 1991 in the field of international market 
and trade, and further studied economic deve-
lopment in 2009. She worked in the commercial 

Possibilities of intensifying the coopera-
tion between the regions of the Republic 
of Georgia and the Institute of the Regions 
of Europe were discussed at a meeting bet-
ween the Georgian Ambassador Dr.  Kon-
stantine Zaldastanishvili, former Georgian 
Minister  of Trade  and  Foreign Economic 
Relations  of  Georgia, and Prof. Dr.  Franz 
Schausberger, Chairman of the IRE, on 13 
January 2016 in Vienna.

Georgia and its regions are very Europe-
oriented and interested in contacts with 
European regions, said the ambassador. 
The IRE is already cooperating with the 
Autonomous Republic of Adjara for several 
years.

Georgia is divided into nine regions, 
the capital region Tbilisi and the two 
autonomous republics of Abkhazia 
and Adjara.  Abkhazia is not gover-
ned by the central government but 
controlled by an internationally not 
recognized separatist government. 
Adjara has carried out numerous 
reforms, which have contributed to 
a remarkable investment climate in 
the region. Tourism and gastronomy 

Sanja Bošnjak

Ambassador 
Konstantine 

Zaldasta-
nishvili

Franz Schausberger and 
the Croatian Minister of 
Regional Development 

Tomislav Tolušić

new govenor in Virovitica-Podravina County, Croatia
department of an 
importing compa-
ny for several years, 
where she later was 
promoted to Ma-
naging Director.  In 
2003 Bošnjak be-
came head of the 
Economic Depart-
ment of Virovitica-
Podravina County 
and worked in the 

area of   economic development and EU funds. 
She teaches macroeconomics at the School of 
Tourism Management and Information Tech-
nology in Virovitica. From 2008 to 2013, she 
held the position of director at the Regional 
Development Agency of Virovitica-Podravina 
County (VIDRA), which was awarded best Deve-
lopment Agency in Croatia in 2011 by the Mini-
stry of Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship. 
As members of the HDZ party Bošnjak has been 
Deputy Govenor of the Virovitica-Podravina Coun-
ty since 2013 and now succeeds as Govenor of the 
Region. The new deputies are Zdravko Dijakovic 
(HSS) and Igor Pavković (SDSS).

Closer Cooperation with the regions of georgia
have developed rapidly and have already 
led to an increase of international guests, 
business people, delegations and invest-
ments. Tourism accounts for 43 percent of 
the economic sector. Numerous measures 
have helped to revive the economy of 
Adjara, such as the rapid development of 
the infrastructure, settlements of interna-
tional hotel chains, the active promotion 
of the region as a tourist destination, no 
license for operating businesses in the tou-
rism sector, no license for the opening of a 
casino in hotels with more than 100 rooms 
and no VAT on revenues from tourists.

The second most important economic 
sector is agriculture as almost 50 percent 

of the population works for an agricultural 
company. Since 2004, large investments 
have been made in agriculture and in the 
food processing industry, mainly in the 
processing of tea and citrus fruits at  local 

farms.

Other important sectors include 
energy and transport. IRE chair-
man  Schausberger  offered to 
support the regions of Georgia 
in the search for investors and in 
providing information on invest-
ment opportunities.

map: Furfur & Aivazovsky
photo: diplomatic-press

As new European Green Capital, Ljubl-
jana will act as ambassador for sustai-
nable urban development, sharing its 
best-practices and encouraging other 
cities across Europe to become greener, 
healthier and more sustainable. The Han-
dover Ceremony has given a taste of the 
year ahead: Ljubljana plans to dedicate 
each month of the year to a different en-
vironmental theme. 

Since 2010, the European Green Capital 
Award has rewarded cities that show ro-
bust commitment to sustainable urban 
planning. Winning cities are selected on 
the basis of their achievements and com-
mitment in twelve key areas. Their appli-
cations are evaluated by an independent 
panel of experts, followed by a jury deci-

sion.

The European Green Capital Award shows 
how cities benefit by pursuing green ur-
ban policies; policies that make cities more 
liveable, attract investment, create new 
jobs and growth, and raise their standing 
and appeal as tourist destinations.  Ljubl-
jana has been redesigned according to 
the sustainability principles.  The city has 
excellently preserved green areas and 
numerous green angles,  even in the city 
center. The Ljubljana Castle is perched on 
a green hill above the old town. The pic-
turesque banks  of the River Ljubljanica, 
designed by architect Joze Plecnik, are 
planted with trees. One of the oldest bo-
tanical gardens in Europe is in walking 
distance. Around the area of Ljubljana you 

European Green Capital: 
Bristol hands Title to Ljubljana

will find four natural reserves. The Slo-
venian capital  has extraordinary 542 m2 
of green areas per inhabitant. Ljubljana 
joined the IRE network last year.

More Information: 
http://www.greenljubljana.com

Source: http://www2.gov.si/up-rs/bp-dt-eng.nsf/
pages/Zivljenjepis?OpenDocument
Photo: Dunja Wedam

INFRASTRUCTURE IS IN OUR DNA.
Kommunalkredit Austria is the infrastructure specialist for the sectors of energy & environment, social infrastructure, 
and transport. Acting as a bridge between clients, project developers and institutional investors, we create added 
values for all stakeholders.

www.kommunalkredit.at
INFRA BANKING EXPERTS 
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Terres de l’Ebre

Practical cooperation at local level is es-
sential if countries around the Mediter-
ranean are to manage challenges crea-
ted by conflicts such as in Syria, massive 
migration and climate change, said local 
politicians from the Euro-Mediterranean 
Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM) on 
19 January 2016 in Nicosia (Cyprus). Nico-
sia has been a member of the IRE network 
for three years now.
“The sources of tension and instability in 
the Mediterranean require sustained and 
very concrete cooperations,”  said  Mark-
ku Markkula, president of the European 
Committee of the Regions and co-pre-
sident of ARLEM, which brings together 
local politicians from the European Union 
and countries around the Mediterranean. 
ARLEM’s annual assembly, which was held 
in Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus, adopted 
eight recommendations and two reports – 
on urban development and access to jobs 
– intended to shape policies adopted by 
the European Union and states around the 
Mediterranean.

Eleni Loucaidou, deputy mayor of Nicosia 
and author of the report on employment, 
placed particular focus on “fighting unfair 
prejudices that affect the status of women 
in the labour market” and said that “equal 
rights for women should be increasingly 
considered a key precondition” of EU fun-
ding. Fawzi Masad, City Manager from the 
Greater Amman Municipality (Jordan) and 
author of the report on an urban agenda 
for the Mediterranean adopted by ARLEM, 
said that social trends – including the fast-
increasing urbanisation in the southern 

and eastern Mediterranean – required 
cities to build up their “resilience” and to 
generate more jobs.

There were also specific preliminary of-
fers of support for municipalities in Libya, 
which were presented for the first time in 
ARLEM. The mayor of Tripoli,  Abdelrauf 
Beitelmal, identified administrative capa-
city, health care, transport, policing, waste 
management and early education as areas 
where Libya’s local administrations could 
particularly benefit from the backing of 
EU cities and regions. The mayor of Nico-
sia, Constantinos Yiorkadjis, proposed to 
establish a platform through which EU lo-
cal authorities could coordinate and chan-
nel their support for Libya.

Markku Markkula backed the idea on 
behalf of the European Committee of the 
Regions, and said the reaction of the EU’s 
local and regional authorities vindicated 
the trust that Federica Mogherini, the EU’s 
High Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy, places in cities as a po-
tential stabilising force in Libya.

The strain imposed on thousands of 
communities across Europe and the Me-
diterranean region by the movement of 
millions of refugees and migrants was a 
recurrent theme at the assembly. The CoR 
President welcomed the proposal of a job 
programme for refugees devised by Eu-
rochambres, an association of businesses 
from across the EU.

Source: CoR-press release, 19.01.2016
photo: Twitter @EPP_CoR , cyprusmail.libsyn.com/

Eleni Loucaidou, Deputy 
Mayor of Nicosia and Rappor-
teur of the CoR employment 
report

Constantinos Yiorkadjis, 
Mayor of Nicosia, Cyprus

Local authorities across Europe and the Mediterranean deepen cooperation facing 
the migration crisis and political instability

Cities and regions are essential for the 
Stabilisation of the Mediterranean area
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It is not just a edifice -  
it is the base of your future.

Kindergarden,  Bad Vigaun

Find here our current offers:
www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

2015.05.08 MAS_Entwurf IRE.indd   1 24.03.2016   11:49:56

Zarasai town focuses on wellness, sport 
and cultural tourism. Therefore, all past 
and current projects are related to these 
three priorities. 
During last year the town government 
has finished some projects which are im-
portant for the region, such as  the esta-
blishment of a new infrastructure on the 
Great Island of Zarasas lake. A cableway 
was installed on the lake, which is 600 
meter long. The Public library has open-
ed a new modern extension of the buil-
ding for art exhibitions, new informati-
on, media, „3D cinema“, music, a place 
to play for children, a reading-room and 

Beautiful Lithuanian City of Zarasai is 
member of the ire network

„coffe club“. There is also terrace on the 
roof with a view to Zarasaičio lake. Fur-
thermore, in small towns of the Zarasai 
region squares were reconstructed, 
sport playing fields and community cen-
ters were built.
In 2008 Zarasai was pronounced the first 
cultural capital of Lithuania. In the same 
year, Zarasai was granted the status of a 
resort area. It is expected that this status 
will help Zarasai attract investment, will 
stimulate the development of cultural 
tourism, active recreation, increase the 
number of offered services, as well as im-
prove the quality of current offers.

Zarasai is one of the most beautiful towns in the 
Aukštaitija region. The town is surounded by blue 
lakes and healthy pine forests. The town, with its 
rich past, will celebrate its 510th anniversary. Zarasai 
has an interesting spacial arrangement of the town 
square and its streets. The value of Zarasais urban 

development is due to a distinct but regular layout 
with a radial circular network of streets and the sin-
gle Sėliai Sąuare, where all radial streets meet.  The 
land of Zarasai attracts tourists with a plenitude of 
lakes, rivers, hills scattered over like beads and fo-
rests which guard tranquillity. 

The city of Zarasai 
is member of the 
IRE network since 
2010 and continues 
its membership un-
der the new Mayor 
Nikolajus Gusevas.
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New IRE-Partner

ire launches Scientific 
Cooperation with 

University of Belgrade
represented by 

Rector Prof. Vladimir Bumbaširević

The IRE is pleased to inform about the new cooperation with 
the Komercijalna Banka in Belgrade, Serbia. As strategic partners 
the IRE and the Komercijalna Banka Belgrade will implement 
many  cross-sectoral projects in Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina and Austria such as the 12th Conference of European 
Regions and Cities, which will take place in Salzburg this year.

Komercijalna banka is a bank founded in 1970 with headquarters 
in Belgrade, Serbia. It has a network of 251 branches all over Serbia. 
It is also the founder and 100% stake owner of Komercijalna banka 
Budva operating in Montenegro for more than 20 years. The bank 
has operated in Bosnia and Herzegovina through its local subsidi-
ary Komercijalna banka Banja Luka since 2006. Two of the bank‘s 
biggest stakeholders are the  Government of Serbia  with 42.6% 
and  European Bank for Reconstruction and Development  with 
25% 
The CEO of Komercijalna Banka Belgrade is Dr. Alexander Picker.

The IRE looks forward to the cooperation with this important eco-
nomic partner in the Western Balkans.

Two great europeans become ire Patrons
MEP Elmar Brok

After speaking at the 11th 
Conference of European 
Regions and cities on 27 
September 2015 in Salz-
burg, the Member of the 
European Parliament (MEP) 
and Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs 
Elmar Brok  has joined the 
IRE „Board of Patrons“. The 
IRE is honoured to welcome 
Mr. Brok as a new patron.

The „Board of Patrons“ consists of high-profile personalities from 
politics and science that support the IRE’s objective, its activities 
and the idea of   a „Europe of the regions“ on the basis of the prin-
ciple of subsidiarity. 

Brok (born 14 May 1946 in Verl) is a German Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament and the current Chairman of the European Parlia-
ment Committee on Foreign Affairs. He was elected on behalf of 
the Christian Democratic Party and sits with the European People‘s 
Party. An MEP since 1980, he has held many leadership positions. 
As a member of the Convention on the Constitution for Europe 
and in the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, Brok is widely cre-
dited with contributing crucially to the Constitution of the Europe-
an Union. He is currently the President of the Union of European 
Federalists (UEF).

Brok studied law and politics in Germany and at the Centre for 
European Governmental Studies at the  University of Edinburgh, 
Scottland. Formerly, he worked as a radio journalist and newspa-
per correspondent. 

Former Slovenian President Danilo Türk
We are pleased to announce that former 
President of Slovenia  Danilo Türk  has 
also joined the Board of Patrons.

Türk (born February 19, 1952 in Ma-
ribor, Slovenia) is a Slovenian jurist, 
diplomat and politician. From 2007 to 
2012 he was President of Slovenia.

Türk studied law at the University 
of Ljubljana, Slovenia, where he ob-
tained his law degree (1975). In 1978 
he obtained his masters degree in law 
from Belgrade University and started 
teaching International Law in Ljubljana. In 1982, he obtained his 
doctorate with the thesis on „The principle of non-intervention in 
international relations and in international law“. 

From 1992 to 2000 he was Ambassador of Slovenia to the United 
Nations. In early 2000 he was appointed political assistant by UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan (until 2005). From 2006 to 2007 he 
was deputy director of the University in Ljubljana. On 11 Novem-
ber 2007 he was elected President of the Republic of Slovenia by 
68.03 per cent of the votes and was inaugurated in the National 
Assembly on 22 December 2007. His term of office ended after five 
years – on 22 December 2012.

The IRE starts a new cooperation with the University of Belgrade, 
Serbia. The Cooperation Agreement includes the exchange of pu-
blications, invitations to events, activities and the joint formulation 
and implementation of projects and concepts with regard to edu-
cation, science and research.

The students of Belgrade University will also have the opportuni-
ty to complete a four-week internship at the IRE headquarters in 
Salzburg. Interns work on a research paper on a topic related to 

European or regional policy. 
The results will be publis-
hed in the IRE monograph 
series. Furthermore, the 
students are included in the 
daily IRE activities and help 
us with organisational pro-
cedures. The University of 
Belgrade is represented by 
the Rector Prof. Dr. Vladimir 
Bumbaširević.

We look forward to a good 
and fruitful cooperation 
with the University of Bel-

grade and the young, motivated academics that will complete 
their internship with us in 2016.

More information about the University of Belgrade: 
http://www.bg.ac.rs/en/

Source: Official Website Elmar Brok and Wikipedia 
photo: elmarbrok.de
Photo: blic.rs

New strategic partner for 2016:

ire begins cooperation with 
Komercijalna Banka (SBr)

For more information: http://www.kombank.com

Source: http://manager.ba/clanak/alexander-picker-novi-direktor-komercijalne-
banke

VAMED offers a complete project and service portfolio for health care as a 
developer, planner, contractor and operator. VAMED has already successfully 
implemented more than 710 hospitals, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, 
health resorts and thermal spas in 77 countries worldwide.

Wu’An Country People’s 
Hospital Hebei, China

Neurological Therapy Center
Gmundnerberg, Austria

Regional Hospital Begoro, Ghana Neurological Rehabilitation Clinic 
Zihlschlacht, Switzerland

VAM_INS_EN_createhealth_170x120_080316.indd   1 08.03.16   13:29

CEO Alexander Picker
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Safe the Dates
Seminar with experts and representatives from public 

authorities:

International IRE Expert Seminar
„Bosnia and Herzegovina’s way to Europe and 
the impact on regional and local authorities“

Friday, 15th April 2016
 9:00 hrs – 12:30 hrs

Location: Parliamentary Assembly, Velika sala (1st floor)
Trg Bosne i Hercegovine 1, 71000 Sarajevo

BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA

Discussion with students:

Café d´Europe Régional Sarajevo
„Bosnia and Herzegovina’s rocky way 

to Europe“
Friday, 15th April 2016

14:00 hrs – 16:00 hrs
Location: University of Sarajevo, Cafeteria 

BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA

u u u u u u u u u u

12th Conference of 
European Regions and Cities

“Sustainability in the regions and cities 
of Europe”  

25th- 27th September 2016
Salzburg Congress
Salzburg, Austria

Registration: 
E: martina.balazic@institut-ire.eu        

F: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 5050
T: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 0                          

www.institut-ire.eu

foCus
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New Year‘s reception at House of the European Union, Vienna:

introduction of new Head of european Commission 
representation in Vienna

A working meeting with the envoy of the region Catalonia Adam 
Casals and the IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger  together with 
the IRE Secretary General Joachim Fritz took place in Salzburg at 
the Institute´s headquarters on 1 February 2016. It was agreed that 
a working visit of Franz Schausberger to Barcelona shall take place 
to meet with the new Prime Minister Carles Puigdemont and the 
new Foreign Minister of Catalonia Raül Romeva.

Moreover, a joint event on „Catalan independence“ will be orga-
nized in Salzburg sometime during 2016.

Catalonia has been a member of the IRE network since summer 
2015. The representation of the Government of Catalonia has an 
office in Vienna since June 2015 and is interested in contacts and 
new relations in Austria, Croatia, Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Re-

The second Regional Summit of entrepreneurs from Central and 
Southeastern Europe „TOP 300“ took place from 4 - 6 March 2016 in 
Dubrovnik, Croatia. The event was organized by the International 
Economic Forum (MEF) „Perspectives“ to highlight the importance 
of entrepreneurship for the economic and social development 
and to contribute to the development of entrepreneurship in Sou-
theastern Europe. The best entrepreneurs were honored for their 
successful projects and investments. Various meetings, workshops 
and networking opportunities were held during the three days 
where business leaders shared their ideas and professional expe-
riences.

“The event takes place every year in cooperation with numerous 

partners and companies from 13 different Central and Southeas-
tern countries“ said Prof. Dr. Jugoslav Jovičić, President of Summit 
Council.

In the course of this event, the award „CREATORS FOR THE CENTU-
RY“ was awarded to personalities who have contributed crucially 
to the development of entrepreneurship in Central and Southeast 
Europe. Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger was honored as „CREATORS 
FOR THE CENTURY“ for his commitment to regional development 
and for the numerous initiatives of the Institute of the Regions of 
Europe to promote entrepreneurship and small and medium-sized 
enterprises in Southeastern Europe.

Due to the historical development many countries in Southeastern 
Europe lack the culture of free entrepreneurship. The EU‘s western 
countries, therefore, need to share their experiences and provide 
support to strengthen entrepreneurship and to enable many small 
and medium-sized enterprises in Southeastern Europe, demanded 
Franz Schausberger. This creates a significant number of jobs, a 
broad social middle class and contributes to the stabilization of 
these regions.

„These personalities are recognized as important visionaries and 
leaders of the future. Their work, their knowledge, ideas and cre-
ativity has led to successful initiatives and incentives for entrepre-
neurship and supported the economic development,“ said Prof. Dr. 
Siniša Zarić, chairman of the Committee for the awards of „CREA-
TORS FOR THE CENTURY“.

Among the winners for entrepreneurship was also the Montene-
grin harbour of Tivat, which is a member of the IRE network since 
last year.

from left: 
Jörg Wojahn 
with wife 
and Franz 
Schausberger

Former Vice 
Chancellor and 

Managing Director 
of EU-funds (EFSI) 
Wilhelm Molterer

He has taken the opportunity to introduce himself to the Austrian 
public as he has taken over this position in September 2015. Wo-
jahn worked as Counsellor of  the EU Delegation in Riyadh from 
2010 - 2015, which is responsible for relations of the EU with Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf states. He previously worked as journalist 
and correspondent for the Austrian daily newspaper „Der Stan-
dard“ in Vienna and Brussels.

After a brief greeting by the Vice-President of the European Par-
liament Ulrike Lunacek, the former Austrian Vice Chancellor and 
now Managing Director of EU-funds (EFSI) Wilhelm Molterer held 
a speech on the new Juncker investment plan. The plan is active in 
three areas, firstly, mobilising investments of at least €315 billion in 
three years, secondly, supporting investments in the real economy 
and thirdly, creating an investment friendly environment to encou-
rage long-term economic growth in the EU. The plan has been pro-
posed by the Commission in November 2014 after the European 
Council had called on the Commission to act on the low level of 
investments in the EU.

 In a brief conversation IRE-Chairman Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger 
invited Wilhelm Molterer to speak as an expert at the 12th Confe-
rence of European regions and cities of the IRE on 25 - 27 Septem-
ber 2016 in Salzburg.

The evening was concluded with jazz music.

 photos: copyright Alice Schnür-Wala/ Europäische Kommission

from left: Joachim Fritz, Franz Schausberger and Adam 
Casals

Working meeting with envoy Adam Casals 

Catalonia active in Austria

Summit of 300 best entrepreneurs from Central and Southeastern Europe in Dubrovnik 
Schausberger: Small and Medium-Sized enterprises 
contribute to the Stabilization of a region

The European Commission Representation in Aus-
tria hosted a New Year‘s reception on 28 January 
2016 in the House of the European Union in Vienna. 

The guests from politics and diplomacy were wel-
comed by the new head of the European Commis-
sion in Vienna, Jörg Wojahn. 

from left: Jugoslav Jovičić, President of the Summit Coun-
cil, Bernhard Prestel, CEO of TC Team Consult (Schwitzer-
land) and Franz Schausberger

public, Hungary and Slovenia. A delegation from Catalonia will 
attend the international talks during the 12th Conference of Euro-
pean Regions and Cities (CERC) from 25 to 27 September 2016 in 
Salzburg.



• „Mensch & Pferd. Kult und leidenschaft“  - 
die oÖ. landesausstellung zeigt in lambach und stadl
Paura einblicke in die welt der Pferde und ihre mehr als
4000jährige beziehung zum Menschen

• das oÖ. Kulturquartier zeigt von 
21. Mai bis 16. oktober die neuauf-
lage „höhenrausch - andere engel“

• „Österreichische erzherzoginnen am 
hof der Medici“ eine ausstellung in den Uffizien 
des schlossmuseums linz von 16. März bis 
21. august 2016 

• die oÖ. volkskultur lädt ein zum „Fest der volkskultur“
in oberwang und stellt die von der Unesco 
ausgezeichneten traditionen und bräuche vor

Kulturland oÖ - 
nützen sie das angebot

www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at
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