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The European Union (EU) is currently facing a great challenge. The big numbers of refugees co-
ming to us from the Middle East and Africa will probably not come to a hold in the near future. 
Most of these people are driven out of their own countries by war, turmoil, violations of human 
rights and therefore lack of perspective for their own and their family‘s future and personal 
freedom. Behind the facts we can find sad stories, sad faces of people who have lost everything. 
Not only economically but they also had to leave behind their own personal history, their cul-
ture, traditions and everything they own. Surely, that is not an easy choice to make but one that 
screams of desperation. We are confronted with this and we will ultimately have to find a way to 
deal with it. Economically but also socially. 

I think we need to stop discussing if we help those who come here. Not helping out would un-
dermine our own values that not only the EU but also each and every one of its Member States 
is based on: protection of human rights, Democracy and rule of law. Our society is based on 
Christian values and I think that it is now time to not only talk but really live them

But that also means that we will have to find a way forward to bring a perspective into this si-
tuation which momentarily seems rather unsolvable. I believe there is a way to make it work by 
using a double effort - looking inside and outside the EU: Internally we have to make sure that 
those refugees who have found their way towards the EU find a place to live in our society - at 
least for some time.  

Tackling the problems in the origin countries by joined forces with all countries, including Rus-
sia, to target our number one enemy must be top of the list: the IS and its various splinter 
groups. Also we need to follow up on the EU-Turkey action plan and make it happen to ensure 
that we can share the load of refugees with other countries as much as possible. 

We have to understand that the refugee crisis is not a phenomenon that will just disappear from 
the horizon. It is a global problem and it needs to be treated as such by all joining in together. 
Then, but only then, we have a realistic chance of overcoming it.

Elmar Brok
Member of European 

Parliament and 
Chairman of the 

Committee of Foreign 
Affairs
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COVER: The participants of the 11th Conference of Euro-
pean Regions and Cities at the congress hall in Salzburg. 

Photo: Franz Neumayr

11th Conference of European Regions and Cities in Salzburg, Austria:

Survival strategies for regions 
and Cities

Europe is currently going through a time of great humanitarian and financial challenges. This 
can only be solved through joint political action by all levels. Strong regions, cities and munici-
palities are particularly important as they are in constant and direct contact with the citizens. 

This was the consensus of 300 conference participants from 22 European countries at the 11th 
Conference of European Regions and Cities (CERC), which took place 27 - 29 September 2015 in 

Salzburg, Austria.

The Wave of Refugees in Europe

„We are currently in the most difficult situation in Europe since 
WWII. Given the scale of the challenge, the debt crisis in Gree-
ce is a technical detail compared to the refugee crisis,“ said the 
Member of European Parliament (MEP) and Chairman of the Fo-
reign Affairs Committee Elmar Brok. Brok provided some insight 
regarding the sudden wave of refugees in late summer 2015. It 
has started five months ago, when the refugee camps in Jordan 
and Turkey ran out of food rations. The funds for the UN-World-
of-food program were limited because the EU Member States 
cut 40% of the financial aid. In order to find food and shelter the 
Syrian refugees made their way up to the north.  Therefore, the 
EU is partly responsible for the influx of refugees into Europe 
itself.

The Dublin Agreement, which was implemented in 1997, regu-
lates the asylum procedure in all Member States but is not appli-
cable in the current situation. The allocation of refugees among 
EU Member States must be regulated in a different way to ease 
the burden for the Mediterranean countries. Nationalism, isola-
tion or suspension of the Schengen Agreement is not the right 
response, which German history has already taught us in the 
recent past, explained Brok. A common solution is important, 
which includes combating the causes as well as financial and 

General Franz Lang, Head of the EU Commission Representa-
tion in Austria Jörg Wojahn, MEP Elmar Brok, IRE-Chairman 
Franz Schausberger and IRE Board of Directors Member 
Stefan Eder.
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project-related investments in the Middle East.

MEP Brok presented five steps towards a coherent solution. First-
ly, the refugee hot spots outside the EU need to be fostered and 
developed in order to function as registration points. In this way 
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Panel discussion on regional research and innovative projects 
for intelligent employment.

the orderly  entry  of  persons into the EU  is guaran-
teed and it counteracts illegal activities of smuggling rings. Se-
condly, this requires personnel at the hot spots that need to be 
sent down in order to supervise the registration process. Thirdly, 
it must be clear who is entitled to apply for asylum. According 
to the definition of the Geneva Convention, those who flee from 
war or political persecution must be accepted. Furthermore, the 
EU‘s external borders must be secured to ensure an orderly pro-
cess, which is carried out by the EU institution FRONTEX.  The 
fifth and last step is to gradually rebuild the destroyed political 
and social structures in Syria so people can stay in their country 
and feel safe.

It is a long way to achieve all the points listed above and a nati-
on alone cannot solve this problem.  It requires solidarity, sub-
sidiarity and close cooperation. The refugee issue in Syria has 
become a European task, concluded Brok. 

General Franz Lang, Director of the Austrian Federal Criminal 
Police Office, reported on the security cooperation in the We-
stern Balkans. Since the beginning of September hundreds of 
thousands of border crossings were recorded. Usually, prepa-
ration time takes up to six months, but these days everything 
is put into action within hours. A political resolution has never 
before been implemented within a few hours as is this case. The 
police have learned to work across borders with its colleagues to 
coordinate the masses safely.

A year ago, when the Institute of the Regions of Europe had be-
gun to organize the conference, no one could have imagined 
what topic would dominate Europe’s politics in late summer 
2015, explained IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger. It soon be-
came clear that the conference must include and discuss the 
dramatic developments during the course of its programme. 
Not only because regional and local authorities are ultimately 
affected by this influx, organizing logistical, financial and social 
help at first hand but also because the conference location Salz-
burg, which is directly located at the German border, intensely 
deals with this issue.

However, the European principle of subsidiarity is not a one-way 
street, where responsibilities are being delegated top-down. Es-
pecially the question of accommodation for the refugees cannot 
be solved at one level only but must be passed onto the next 
higher level, explained Franz Schausberger.

The new head of the European Commission Representation in 
Austria, Jörg Wojahn, pointed out that the EU offers sufficient 
financial resources to cope with the rush of refugees. The crisis 
mechanism has been set up in May and includes the Asylum, Mi-
gration and Integration Fund (AMIF), the Regional Development 

Fund and the European Social Fund.

Representatives from the Western Balkans also reported on the 
refugee situation in their country and on the EU accession ef-
forts during the IRE Forum at the conference. Branislav Bugar-
ski, Regional Minister for Interregional Cooperation and Local 
Self-Government of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina in 
Serbia, reported that a refugee camp was set up recently, in 
which more than 70 000 refugees were registered. But many of 
the refugees walk directly to the next border without registrati-
on in Serbia. Every day, 3 000 new refugees arrive in Serbia and 
it is necessary that Macedonia and Serbia will be included in the 
EU discussions on the refugee issue. A transfer of knowledge 
between the EU countries and the Western Balkan is necessary 
and Salzburg would serve as best-practice example, said Dino 
Elezović, Head of the Regional Office of Sarajevo in Brussels, and 
admitted that Bosnia and Herzegovina has done too little on lo-
cal level so far to contribute to the refugee policy. 

IRE Forum: EU enlargement only possible with regions and 
cities

The European reports on development in recent years have 
shown that not much is changing in the EU candidate countries. 
In fact, there is still a lot to do regarding   transparency and cor-
ruption, said Franz Schausberger. Political changes are needed 
for a successful EU integration, especially regions and municipa-
lities need educational and financial support. If local and regi-
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“Openness and 
tolerance attracts 
innovative people.
Ludovit Garzik, 
Council for Research and Tech-
nology Development, Vienna“Food, shelter and 

health services for 
refugees are just the 
beginning.
Tibor Navracsics, 
EU Commissioner
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City of
Salzburg

Panelists and moderator of the discussion on regional pro-
ducts: Josef Schwaiger, Matthias Biricz, Margareta Reichs-
thaler, Wilhelm Ortmayr, Adrian Kirste, Günther Helm, Werner 
Lampert, Katharina Maierhofer and Martin Greßl.

onal authorities submit well-structured EU projects, 
funds can be easily acquired from Brussels. Hence, the EU also 
needs to look closer at the development of the subnational 
authorities even if this is not part of the Copenhagen criteria. 
Branislav Bugarski confirmed that Serbia has now changed its 
strategy and has opened offices for economic development and 
development strategies in every city and community. Serbia 
also focuses on the negotiating chapter about regional policy 
and coordination of structural instruments.

The first conference day was rounded off with an evening re-
ception upon the invitation of the Governor of Land Salzburg at 
the Archbishop Residenz in the city centre. After a guided tour 
through the museum, all guests and participants were invited 
for dinner to the Carabinieri Hall.

The implementation of EU policies on education, science 
and research at regional and local level

“Of course, providing food, shelter and health services to refu-
gees and asylum seekers are pressing and immediate challen-
ges. But they are just the beginning. We need 
to think about schooling, language training and 
support to traumatised children and young peo-
ple” said EU Commissioner for Education, Cul-
ture, Youth and Sport Tibor Navracsics during 
his speech at the Salzburg Congress on the se-
cond conference day. After the opening addres-
ses of IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger, Mayor 
of Salzburg Heinz Schaden and the President of 
the regional parliament of Land Salzburg Brigit-
ta Pallauf, the Commissioner presented the EU 
policies on education, science and research and 
their effect on regional and local level.

In his State of the Union Address, President Juncker made it 
clear that the EU´s  first priority today is, and must be, addres-
sing the refugee crisis. The regional and local authorities have 
been working hard to provide support. But we must think one 
step further: Education and language courses for asylum see-
kers. Education provides much-needed skills and competencies. 
EU Member States are responsible for their education systems, 
but the EU can help in providing financial support with the Eras-
mus+ programme and other additional EU funds to support the 
education and inclusion of the migrants.

Since coming into office last autumn, this Commission has made 
jobs and growth its number one priority. Education systems and 
institutions have a vital role to play. Europe needs education sys-
tems that can adapt to a fast-changing world – a world driven by 
innovation and dominated by technology.

Higher education institutions play an important role in regio-
nal innovation. As hubs of knowledge exchange, know-how, 
research and development and business creation, they attract 
young and motivated people and help to rejuvenate cities and 
regions. Europe‘s capacity to adapt successfully to change is 
what the EU‘s innovation policy is all about - creating the capaci-
ty to spot and seize opportunities in order to make their benefits 
available to all.

Europe´s prosperity depends on the advances in science, tech-
nology and innovation. They come about when the European 

Union, its Member States, regions and cities invest in education 
and science, support technology, and foster innovation. Our re-
gions succeed best when they invest in young people, who go 
on to make a better world for tomorrow.

The EU supports this in various ways, for example the Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Actions give bright young researchers a start 
in their careers, the European Institute of Innovation and Tech-
nology or the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), 
which aims at maximising the impact of public resources and 
unlock private investments. A stronger link between the Euro-
pean Fund for Strategic Investments and Member States‘ Smart 
Specialisation Strategies will allow investment in projects that 
effectively contribute to growth and job creation in the regions.

Regional research and innovation projects:  Openness and 
tolerance attracts innovative people

A panel discussion on the topic of regional research and innova-
tion projects followed the Commissioners speech. 

„Openness and tolerance attracts innovative people,“ said keynote 
speaker Ludovit Garzik, Managing Director of 
the Council for Research and Technology Deve-
lopment in Vienna. This is what makes Silicon 
Valley, USA, so successful. 80 percent of the 
founders are migrants, who found an atmos-
phere of openness and tolerance. This allows 
them to quickly test their new products on the 
market, explained Ludovit Garzik. “I am con-
vinced that this can be a cultural asset for us, 
if we handle the refugee issue with openness.“ 
A culture of tolerance together with the spirit, 
the technological skills and dynamic thinking is 
more necessary today than it was in the 1980´s 

and 1990‘s. Bavaria serves as a best-practice example because a lot 
of universities and start-ups have settled not only near the metro-
politan areas but also far off.

How can the energy transition succeed? 

The second panel discussion tackled the importance of cross-
border regional cooperation in the energy sector. Energy policy 
has become a European issue ever since the European Atomic 
Energy Community was established in 1957. 

More emphasis is being put on renewable energy in the past 
years, especially when discussing the future electricity grids 
and networks. Technology for renewable energy is heavily sub-
sidized by the EU, even though at times a location might not be 
ideal for a photovoltaic plant or a wind mill and the authoriza-
tion of wind power plants can take up to five years. Therefore, 
the aim is to call for better and quicker coordination between 
the EU MS to expand the network as quickly and as well-struc-
tured as possible without neglecting spatial planning. 

Furthermore, the issue of competition and the creation of re-
newable energies as well as the question of the integration of 
renewable energies compared to fossil energy sources is on the 
table.

CEO of Austrian Power Grid AG Ulrike Baumgartner-Gabitzer 
explained the challenging investment program which facilitates 

the integration of renewable energies while at the same time 
maintaining the energy supply at high level in Austria. 40% of 
Austria´s electricity is provided by VERBUND, said Gerhard Gam-
perl, Director of Cooperate Development and Innovation of VER-
BUND AG, which includes over 100 power plants in all of Austria. 
In addition to the domestic market in Austria and the second 
strongest market in Germany, Verbund also aims to further ex-
pand its portfolio in growth regions.

In this regard, three key aspects have to be taken into account 
concerning cross-border energy projects, namely the affordabi-
lity, the guarantee of energy security and the sustainability re-
lying on renewable energy sources.

Right strategy at the right location for regional tourism

The third panel discussion analyzed regional strategies for tou-
rism. Travelling is getting easier and more affordable. Whether 
students or pensioners each age group has its preferences re-
garding accommodation and activities. Social media play an im-
portant role because reviews can be easily written and updated, 
which makes it easier for the tourist industry to adapt and re-
spond quickly to the new market demands.

The objective of the regions is to promote their identity and be-
come a popular destination. It is a challenge to balance new of-
fers and at the same time remain traditional. Salzburg is a good 
model region because it remained very authentic and offers a 
mix of nature and culture. Classical Festivals are taking place re-
gularly and on the other hand 1800 farmed mountain pastures in 
the state of Salzburg invite guests to visit and enjoy Austria’s na-
ture. Flexibility, nature, culture and keeping up the standard are 
crucial elements and should be enhanced by trained personnel, 
acquisition of subsidies and a good marketing strategy. 

Cross-border cooperation and projects among regions from dif-
ferent countries shall also be in the centre of attention. There are 
already diverse best-practice examples of networks connecting 
regions with similarities or shared natural wealth as for instance 
the Danube Region cooperating on the basis of the Danube river 
crossing the partner countries.

How regional food increases regional value

More than half of the consumers in Austria (55 percent) buy re-
gional food every week.  And 80 to 90 percent prefer an apple of 
low quality when coming from a regional farmer rather than a 
high-quality apple from overseas. The economic researcher and 
consultant Adrian Kirste from Munich explained that regionality 
and eating green has become a trend. But there are different ap-

www

www

Panelists and morderator of the discussion on regional tourism: 
Georg Folian, Christopher Losmann, Eva Konzett, Elisabeth 
Udolf-Strobl, Christopher Hinteregger and Boris Čamernik.
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Full speech:

„Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!

I am delighted to be part of today‘s 11th Conference of European Re-
gions and Cities, even if it is only virtually. Today´s meeting deals with 
„Survival Strategies for Europe‘s regions and cities“, in the EU as well as 
in its neighbouring countries.

However, there is currently no other issue that preoccupies us more 
than the topic of refugees. In fact, the issue touches all levels, from the 
local, regional to the European level. No other subject shows more 
clearly how necessary it is to coordinate and communicate better and 
tighter between the various authority levels because  national solo 
runs or inaction have immediate consequences for all of us.

I want to consider two more aspects which currently are offside the 
ongoing debate on a distribution key for refugees. Initially I would like 
to hold on to a basic premise. In my opinion, people come to Europe 
for three reasons. Firstly, because Europe is still the most stable and 
secure region. Secondly, because Europe still stands for prosperity and 

Do not pull up an 
imaginary „new“ iron curtain
The burning issue of how to handle the refugee wave in Europe was also discussed during the 
11th Conference of European Regions and Cities in Salzburg. When the IRE had begun to plan 
the conference last year, today´s dramatic development of the refugee crisis could not have 
been foreseen. A conference could not have taken place without discussing the refugee issue 
with regional and local representatives from all over Europe, especially from South-eastern Eu-
rope, explained IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger.
Commissioner Johannes Hahn also addressed the issue of refugees in his video message to the 
participants of the 11th CERC.

many want to participate in this prosperity. And thirdly, because Eu-
rope stands for the rule of law and people can rely on this law. It is 
the commitment to the rule of law, which at first appears to be the 
weakness in the elaboration of solutions, because the rule of law also 
means that we must comply with international commitments such 
as the Geneva Convention. I say this because I am often asked why 
the EU does not cart off the refugees caught in the Mediterranean Sea 
back to the Libyan coast.

We cannot do that because of the international treaties and thus the 
responsibility. It is important for me to make that clear. This is impor-
tant for the EU‘s credibility when we call for the rule of law in the enlar-
gement process, or as part of our neighbourhood policy.

Two things worry me:

On the one hand, an imaginary „new“ iron curtain is pulled up by the 
current debate, one which we have demolished 25 years ago. This will 
not only weaken the European cohesion but also undermine or even 
wipe out the European spirit.

Secondly, it would be fatal if the EU would not be able to cope with 
this situation only because of the political 
unwillingness of the Member States. This 
could become a huge additional challenge 
for the West Balkan States that increasingly 
become a gathering place for refugees. This 
could destabilize the regions despite their 
efforts for progress. Moreover, we must be 
aware that the EU´s incompetence to solve 
the refugee issue affects its own attractive-
ness and negatively influences the ambi-
tions of the candidate countries and neigh-
bouring countries in their transformation 
process.

I do not need to explain that this would also 
have a negative impact on Europe‘s cities 
and regions, where growth and jobs would 
immediately go down.

Therefore, I can only call out to you to urge 
for a European solution and to contribute 
within your capabilities to the solution of the 
crisis in the European spirit. Thank you!“

Commissioner Hahn commented on the wave of refugees and called out to the 
participants of the 11th CERC:

Volksbank Salzburg. Ihre Regionalbank. Verlässlich. Bodenständig. Sicher.

www.volksbanksalzburg.at
kundenservice@volksbanksalzburg.at

FIBRE NETWORK CONSTRUCTION 
(FNC) is an international player in the 
design, installation, construction and 
operation of optical fibre networks. 
FNC is fully independent from 
telcommunication operators and IT 
supply companies.
 
What we offer: SUCCESS
 
FNC is the partner who knows how 
cost reserves can be effectively 
realized and how to best operate 
the fibre optic cable network 
independently, creates a leading edge 
advantage over other networks and 
operators.

CEO Hans-Peter Wilhelmer, MBA

Fibre Network Construction GmbH
Riemergasse 14/33, 1010 Vienna
p.wilhelmer@fibre-nc.com
www.fibre-nc.com

proaches as the de-
finition of a region.  Kirste states 
that products from a radius of 
100 km can be defined as a regio-
nal good whereas in Switzerland 
only products within a radius of 
30 km are identified as regional. 
Organic pioneer Werner Lam-
pert analyzed regionality in se-
veral other dimensions - the ge-
ographical and social area can be 
completed by a linguistic, econo-
mic and health component.

During the course of the fourth 
panel discussion it has become 
clear, that in the globalized world it is of significant importance 
to support the sustainable production which maintains the regi-
onal identity and authenticity of the products.

The regional trend benefits local farmers and SME‘s. „People 
know where their food came from, they appreciate it more and 
this leads to a higher value of food,“ pointed out Martin Gressl, 
Head of the Quality Management of Agrarmarkt Austria. The 
consumers would even accept higher prices if the origin and 
transportation is transparent”, added Kirste. 

The discount store HOFER is known for his low prices. The one-
dimensionality of the price, however, is over. Whether milk or 
meat, the customer looks not only for the best price but also 
for the best quality. “We try to cover the demand with our 

own brands like “Zurück zum 
Ursprung” (Back to the origins), 
which we successfully develo-
ped together with Mr. Lampert”, 
explained Günther Helm, CEO of 
Hofer KG. 

Small-scale farming and regional 
economy benefit from this trend 
because raw materials and pro-
cessing remain in the region. The 
organization ‚Austria‘s culinary 
regions‘ (Genuss Region Österrei-
ch) is an example of a transparent 
regional concept. „We have 112 
culinary regions with 3,800 com-

panies and a total of around 40,000 employees throughout Aus-
tria,“ says Chairwoman Margareta Reichsthaler.

The general aim is to raise awareness, said Matthias Biricz from 
the Austrian hail insurance. „If we buy 30 percent more local pro-
ducts, we save 36,000 transport kilometers.“

 
Conference certified as Green Meeting 

The IRE has successfully organized its first conference according 
to the criteria for a Green Meeting. The 11th Conference of Eu-
ropean Regions and Cities has officially been certified with the 
Austrian eco-label that is supported by the Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management.

www

Traditional evening with the Mayor of Salzburg Heinz 
Schaden at Stieglkeller Salzburg
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Eva Konzett, journalist, WirtschaftsBlatt

She studied Roman and Comparative Literature at the University 
of Vienna, Austria and the Babeș-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napo-
ca, Romania, at a time where Bulgaria and Romania were on the 
verge of becoming EU Member States. Media coverage played an 
important role in order to communicate the big step of progress. 
Young and ambitious she started to report for the WirtschaftsBlatt 
in 2008. She constantly visited Eastern Europe and got to know 
Eastern Europe, its regions, cities and villages travelling by train.

In 2012 she became correspondent in Bucharest, Romania.

It has always been important to her to report not only from the 
capital but also from the regions and cities. In 2013 she started to 
work for the department of Eastern Europe and additionally works 
as a freelance journalist. She publishes regularly in many Austrian 
newspapers and magazines. The IRE also wants to thank her for 
professionally moderating panel discussions at IRE events.

from left: Franz Schausberger, Franz Neumayr, 
Eva Konzett and Brigitta Pallauf

The IRE Journalist Award

Cover regionalism in 
the Media

Franz Neumayr, press photographer

The master photographer, photojournalist and art photographer 
was born in 1966 in Seekirchen, a small town in the state of Salz-
burg. He always remained deeply rooted in the region.

Since 1984 he works as freelance journalist and sells his pictures 
successfully to Austrian newspaper and magazines. He also wor-
ked as a lecturer and trainer for many years at various educational 
institutions on the subject of photography and media relations. He 
and his three employees attend more than 2,000 local, regional, 
national and international events a year.

He has accompanied the IRE for many years now and created a 
wonderful photographic documentation of the IRE‘s work and 
events.  

As part of the 11th Conference of European Regions and Cities in 
Salzburg, the Institute of the Regions of Europe handed out the 
IRE-Journalists award to two journalists for their extraordinary me-
dia coverage on European regions. IRE-Chairman Franz Schaus-
berger emphasized that it is not always easy to report on regiona-
lism and decentralization but essential in order to keep the citizens 
updated and engaged in local happenings. Eva Konzett, journalist 
at the Austrian national daily newspaper WirtschaftsBlatt, and the 
press photographer Franz Neumayr were awarded for their spe-
cial efforts on reporting local news.

Together with the President of the Salzburg Parliament Brigitta 
Pallauf, Schausberger congratulated the journalists on their en-

gagement and achievements.

The presentation of the IRE Journalist award took place for the se-
cond time after 2013.

On the occasion of an evening reception at the 11th Conference of 
European Regions and Cities in the Salzburg Residenz the Gover-
nor of Land Salzburg Wilfried Haslauer honoured former Salzburg 
governor Franz Schausberger with the Ring of Honour on 27 Sep-

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger honoured with the Ring of Honour of the State of Salzburg

tember 2015.

Franz Schausberger had already recognized the importance of 
regions and local authorities as an essential element of a united 
Europe and put it in political focus as member of the regional 
parliament, as head of the party and even more as Governor of 
Salzburg and representative of Salzburg in the Committee of Regi-
ons, explained Haslauer. Therefore, it was a logical step that he has 
devoted himself to this purpose after his retirement from active 
politics. „His initiative to set up the Institute of the Regions of Eu-
rope cannot be valued highly enough. The IRE has become a non-
profit, highly efficient and effective advocate of European regions 
and cities and an important, indispensable factor, especially for the 
Regions in South-East and Central Europe,“ concluded Haslauer in 
his speech.          

Source: Salzburg State correspondence, 09/27/2015, Photo: Franz Neumayr

La Pedrera - Barcelona

Come for a walk
in my garden! 
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Bildung und Schulen sind ein wichtiger Faktor für Oberösterreich 
auf dem Weg zum Top-Standort in Europa. Dem wird seitens des 
Landes OÖ einerseits mit inhaltlich-pädagogischen Projekten und 
moderner Schulorganisation, andererseits mit gezielten Bau- und 
Sanierungsmaßnahmen in allgemein bildenden Pflichtschulen 
und Berufsschulen Rechnung getragen. Denn Schulräume und 
ihre Ausstattung sind ein wichtiger Bestandteil für erfolgreiche 
stärkenorientierte Pädagogik. Zudem ist der Schulbau ein wich-
tiger Konjunkturmotor, der regionale Wertschöpfung bringt und 
Arbeitsplätze schafft.

Schon derzeit umfasst das OÖ. Schulbauprogramm insgesamt 
349 Schulbauprojekte mit Gesamtinvestitionen von rund 778 Mio. 
Euro. Das Land OÖ stellt dafür Fördermittel von etwa 502 Mio. Euro 
bereit. Durch das neue Schulbau-Konjunkturprogramm stehen al-
lein für 2015 und 2016 zusätzlich 21 Mio. Euro für Investitionen zur 
Verfügung. Damit können weitere 63 Bau- und Sanierungsmaß-
nahmen umgesetzt werden.

Das neue Konjunkturprogramm bringt zudem zwei Mio. Euro an 
Fördermitteln zur Qualitätsverbesserung der Ausstattung an Schu-
len, etwa EDV-Bedarf oder Breitband-Anschluss.

Für Oberösterreich als starkes Exportland ist eine durchgängige 
international zertifizierte Schule ein wichtiger Standortfaktor. Die 
LISA junior kann diesen ab dem Schuljahr 2015/2016 nun anbie-
ten. Das Schulgebäude wird ab 2016 am ehemaligen Gelände der 
Anton Bruckner Privatuniversität in Linz entstehen.

Derzeit besuchen bereits 136 Schülerinnen und Schüler zwischen 
4 und 11 Jahren aus 36 Nationen mit 31 verschiedenen Mutter-
sprachen die LISA junior. Im Endausbau wird sie eine durchgän-
gige Ausbildung vom Kindergarten bis zur 10. Schulstufe nach 
einem international anerkannten, zweisprachigen Lehrplan bie-
ten. Zusammen mit dem Europagymnasium LISA Auhof, wo ab der 
10. Schulstufe die Möglichkeit zur Absolvierung des IB-Diploms 
(vergleichbar der Matura) besteht, wird eine durchgängige inter-
nationale Schulausbildung am Standort Linz sichergestellt.

Die LISA junior ermöglicht Kindern 
ausländischer Fachkräfte ein inter-
national anerkanntes Bildungspro-
gramm. Auch Kinder oberösterrei-
chischer Familien, die sich beruflich 
häufig länger im Ausland aufhalten, 
können ihre Schulbildung verlustfrei 
im In- und Ausland absolvieren.

Das Konjunkturpaket Bildung
Oö. Schulbauoffensive für eine erfolgreiche Zukunft

Das Schulbau-Konjunkturprogramm ist Wirtschaftsmotor 
und unterstützt zugleich eine erfolgreiche stärkenorien-
tierte Pädagogik.

Foto: fotolia/contrastwerkstatt

neubau für die LiSA junior
Durchgängige internationale Schule stärkt den Standort OÖ

Für ein Exportland wie Ober-
österreich ist eine internationale 

Schule ein wichtiger Standort-
faktor.

Foto: fotolia/Monkey Business

The Romanian city of Brasov participates 
in the competition for the title of European 
Capital of Culture 2021 and city councillor 
Cristian Macedonschi took the opportu-
nity to initiate a “Memorandum of Under-
standing” between Brasov and the IRE. 

The  European Capital of Culture  is a title 
designated to a city by the European Uni-
on  for a period of one year during which 
it organizes a series of cultural events. Pre-
paring a European Capital of Culture can 
be an opportunity for the city to generate 

considerable cultural, social and economic 
benefits and it can help foster urban rege-
neration, change the city‘s image and raise 
its profile on the European and internatio-
nal scale.

The aim of the “Memorandum of Under-
standing” is to cooperate internationally, 
exchanging knowledge, experience and 
best-practice examples in the field of cul-
ture and creative industries. 

The IRE supports Brasov´s efforts to be-

Memorandum of Understanding 
between Brasov and the ire

Franz Schausberger (right) with 
Cristian Macedonschi (left).

Photo: Cristian Macedonschi

come European Capital of Culture in 2021 
and both will particularly work together 
on innovation, experimental art, citizen´s 
engagement, educational and cultural 
projects that address the diversity of Eu-
rope and its citizens. Therefore, city coun-
cillor Macedonschi and chairman of the 
IRE Franz Schausberger officially signed 
the memorandum during the 11th Con-
ference of European Regions and Cities in 
Salzburg on 28 September 2015. 

Irrespective of whether Brasov’s bid for the 
European capital of Culture will be suc-
cessful, it will remain interested in imple-
menting this initiative with the IRE.

UNSERE PROJEKTBERATUNG
FÜR ÖSTERREICHS INFRASTRUKTUR.
Investitionen in öffentliche Infrastruktur sind ein wichtiger Motor für die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung und 
die Sicherung der Zukunft. Die Expertinnen und Experten der Kommunalkredit Austria sorgen mit ihrem 
Know-how und ihrer Erfahrung dafür, dass Ihr Vorhaben nachhaltig erfolgreich wird – ob im Segment soziale 
Infrastruktur, Energie und Umwelt oder Verkehr. Von der Strukturierung über die ideale Finanzplanung bis 
hin zum Projektmanagement stehen wir Städten, Gemeinden und Unternehmen verlässlich zur Seite. hin zum Projektmanagement stehen wir Städten, Gemeinden und Unternehmen verlässlich zur Seite. 

www.kommunalkredit.at
ÖSTERREICHS BANK FÜR INFRASTRUKTUR
INFRA BANKING EXPERTS

Strategic Partner of the IRE
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Successful cross-border activities
in Bela Palanka, Serbia
The Municipality of Bela Palanka successfully realizes a variety 
of projects under the Cross Border Cooperation program. Even 
though we are small municipality, situated in the South East of 
Serbia, with the help of IPA program of CBC - Bulgaria and Serbia, 
with strong financial support of European Union we managed to 
realize capital projects related to areas of tourism, infrastructure, 
social care, and culture. 

Within the frame of Strategy of sustainable development of Bela 
Palanka Municipality, projects with sustainable importance, that 
will lead to essential improvement of our inhabitants life quality 
were carefully chosen and realized.

In January 2015 the construction of an ecological – recreational 
center “Banjica” was finished. On the area of two acers, just next 
to Bela Palanka entrance, tennis courts, walleye ball courts, swim-
ming pool, bicycle, and pedestrian paths were built. 

The project was called “Revitalization of urban green areas in town 
of Etropole and town of Bela Palanka“, with a budget of one million 
Euro and was realized in cooperation with the Bulgarian municipa-
lity Etropole. The construction of the ecological – recreational cen-
ter “Banjica” improved the image of our municipality, as important 
tourist destination, conditions for development of sports and re-
creational tourism are created, and local population got improved 

possibilities for practicing in a healthy and active life style. 

Without question, there is great importance of sports center “Ban-
jica”, as related to creation of conditions for the development of 
business infrastructure and the creation of business entrepreneur-
ship.  

In addition, by following examples of best practice in the European 
Union, within area of provision of social services, and in program 
of cross border cooperation, the Center for Old and Helpless peo-
ple was reconstructed. The project “Adequate Social Services in 
Effective Tandem”, with lump sum of 370.000 Euro, has the goal to 
improve the life quality of senior citizens, and their un institutional 
protection. 

In order to improve bee keeping, as an important economy branch, 
a Bee keeper’s society center was opened in 2014. This project also, 
with its value of 80.000 Euro is conducted through cross border co-
operation program, all thanks to great relationships with munici-
palities in West Bulgaria, and all with the objective to make mutual 
promotion of our products towards Western markets.

With the aim of preservation of cultural diversity, and promotion 
of the multi-cultural Bulgaria – Serbia cross border region, two 
projects were realized: “Cultural bridge”, and “Cross border cultural 
cooperation”. Projects were positively graded and realized with a 
total value of 192.000 Euro. 

The third call within CBC Serbia – Bulgaria will not present a major 
challenge for Bela Palanka Municipality, which so far has shown 
great readiness to find the best way to use pre-accession funds of 
the European Union and successfully realized all of the project ac-
tivities for wellbeing for all of our citizens.

Ecological - recreation center ‘’Banjica’’ was ceremoniously 
opened in Bela Palanka, on 16.January 2015 in the pre-
sence of numerous political and business representatives 
from Serbia and Bulgaria. (Speech of Goran Miljković, 
president of Municipality of Bela Palanka)

“Europe and Turkey need each other with regard to the refugee 
issue as well as on the topic of EU enlargement. But both is-
sues must not be mixed,” this was the consensus of Mayor Aziz 
Kocaoğlu and the former Salzburg governor Franz Schausber-
ger, Representative of Land Salzburg in the Committee of the 
Regions, who have agreed on this at a meeting in Izmir (Turkey) 
on 6 November 2015. Turkey, which has recorded 2.5 million refu-
gees, needs the EU’s organizational and financial support for the 
reception of refugees. However, Turkey itself must take responsi-
bility for the fulfilment of the Copenhagen criteria regarding EU 
membership, explained the Mayor of Izmir, a city with more than 
four million inhabitants and Turkey´s third largest city. Recent EU 
progress reports show, that Turkey still has to carry out many re-
forms, especially in respect of human rights, establishing an in-
dependent judiciary and the acceptance of European values in 
general, reported Schausberger. A strong centralized state such 
as Turkey must also initiate reforms towards decentralization in or-
der to ensure the implementation of EU policies on regional and 
local level. Turkey, in turn, lacks a clear European perspective and 

For the first time the European Commission publishes a positive 
report on Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is also of interest for Aus-
trian companies.

It can be expected that the „Reform Agenda“ for Bosnia and Her-
zegovina (BiH), which was agreed upon by all political levels and 
all political parties before the summer, will finally implement im-
portant reforms after many years of decline or stagnation, said the 
Chairman of the Working Group Western Balkans of the Commit-
tee of the Regions, the former Salzburg Governor Franz Schaus-
berger, at a meeting in Brcko on 10 and 11 November 2015. 

Therefore, the annual report of the European Commission on BiH, 
which was presented the same day, was the most positive one so 
far. One must take into account that due to the political situation a 
change of the complicated Bosnian constitution is not possible at 
present. Hence, the reform agenda includes efforts in the econo-
mic, social and administrative field. In the course of these reforms, 
the necessary constitutional reforms will automatically follow. Es-
pecially a simplified structure of administrations on different levels 

foCus
committee of the regions

Schausberger met the Mayor of Izmir

Turkey: Clearly separate 
eU accession efforts and 
commitment for refugees

CoR Western Balkans Working Group 
met under the chairmanship of Salzburg 

representative 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
back on the reform path

a clear commitment to the EU membership, regretted Kocaoğlu. 
Izmir sees itself as a bridge from Turkey to the EU. “We will never 
give up the fight for Turkey´s EU accession,” the Mayor explained. 
Schausberger was a speaker at the 17th Turkey Labour conference 
of the Committee of the Regions on “strengthening communi-
ties and cities” and “local and regional strategies to secure jobs”. 
Schausberger also took the opportunity to inform the Mayor of 
the IRE ´s activities and has  invited Izmir to become a member of 
the IRE network. Kocaoğlu agreed to examine the offer as the city 
is very interested in European networks.

From left: Anna Magyar, Deputy President of the County 
Council Csongrad, Franz Schausberger, Jean-Luc Vanraes, 
Uccle/Belgium, Mayor Aziz Kocaoglu, Vincent-Guillaume 
Poupeau, Representatives of the European Commission 
and Bernard Soulage, Vice-President of the Rhône-Alpes 
region (France).                 Photo: City of Izmir

is a significant factor for investors and, thus, would strengthen 
the economy and create jobs in future. This is the precondition to 
lower the high youth unemployment rate of over 60 percent and 
put an end to the emigration of highly educated young people to 
neighbouring countries. 

Austria is by far the largest foreign investor in BiH. For closer rela-
tions with the EU the development of an internal coordination bet-
ween the state, regional and the local level is necessary to present 
a uniform position towards the EU. Only a common approach can 
be successful, recommended the Chairman Schausberger. Bosnia 
could make use of the knowledge and experience of other federal 
states like Austria.

Ecological – recreation 
center ‘’Banjica’’ includes 
open swimming-pool        

From left: Anto Domić, Mayor of Brcko District, Zlatan 
Klokić, Minister of Economic Relations and Regional 
Cooperation of Republika Srpska, Franz Schausberger, 
Djordja Kojić, President of the Parlament of Brcko District.
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Local elections in 

North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany

Conservatives overturn Social-Democrats after 
60 years in charge

The governor Hannelore Kraft has seen a defeat of her social-de-
mocratic party SPD against the conservative CDU in the local elec-
tions on 13th September 2015 in North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), 
Germany. The defeat was particularly painful in the city of Ober-
hausen. The victory of the CDU candidate in the former German 
capital Bonn is historically significant.

After many setbacks the CDU has experienced a success in major 
cities in the local elections in the German state of North Rhine-
Westphalia. After the first round in Essen, the CDU went into the 
run-offs with a potential advantage for their candidate Thomas 
Kufen, which resulted in the CDU’s victory. In Bochum, the run-off 
election was won by the SPD candidate Thomas Eiskirch. Ober-
hausen, known as a stronghold of the Social Democrats, is now 
going to be governed by a CDU mayor, after almost 60 years of SPD 
dominance. The CDU candidate for Oberhausen Daniel Schranz 
won the run-off with 52.5 percent of the votes; the candidate of 
the social democrats Apostolos Tsalastras only gained 37.7 per-
cent and resulted far behind the expectations. All three cities are 
part of the Rhine-Ruhr metropolitan region characterized by heavy 
industry. 

In return, however, the SPD has gained the executive office in Le-
verkusen and in Herford. The chairman of the CDU in NRW Armin 
Laschet already sees an advantage for the regional elections in 
May 2017.

In the former German capital Bonn, the SPD was defeated after 
almost 21 years in power and lost the office of the mayor to the 
CDU. The Indian-born CDU candidate Ashok Alexander Sridharan 
won with 50.06 percent of the votes and achieved the necessary 
majority. The SPD candidate Peter Ruhenstroth-Bauer only recei-
ved 23.7 percent. The victory of Sridharan is a great success for the 
Conservatives also because for the first time a CDU politician with 
immigrant background has become mayor of a German city. He 
succeeds Jürgen Nimptsch (SPD), who had governed since 2009 
and was no longer competing for the office.

The turnout was extremely low. In many municipalities it was even 
hard to get citizens to run for the mayor´s office. In Wiehl, a town 
east of Cologne, an online advertisement was launched to find 
mayoral candidates. In the first round, 40.9 percent of the citizens 
casted their vote. In the run-offs the average turnout was at 34.5%.

Sources: http://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/nrw-cdu-siegt-in-bonn-und-
oberhausen-a-1052759.html
http://www.rp-online.de/nrw/landespolitik/stichwahlen-der-buergermeister-in-
nrw-die-ergebnisse-aid-1.5426830
http://www.mik.nrw.de/presse-mediathek/aktuelle-meldungen/aktuelles-im-
detail/news/stichwahl-am-27-september-2015-landeswahlleiterin-dankt-wahlhel-
ferinnen-und-wahlhelfern.html&usg=ALkJrhjx4oLP5i3f2y_ZXEGW3zErYsay-A
http://www.dw.com/en/north-rhine-westphalia-regional-vote-draws-few-
voters/a-18712119 
Quelle: http://www1.wdr.de/, ntv.de 

Pictures:
picture alliance / dpa/ Oliver Berg 
Graphic: Innenministerium NRW/ dpa

Ashok 
Alexander 
Sridharan

Local and state elections in Upper 
Austria, Austria

The refugee crisis boosts result for right-wing 
party

On 27 September 2015 the state of Upper Austria elected a new 
regional parliament. The turnout increased 1,2 percentage points 
to 81,63 percent. The conservative Austrian People‘s Party (ÖVP) 
maintained its leading position even though it lost 10 percent of 
the votes compared to the last elections in 2009.

The Austrian People‘s Party won 36.4% (21 of 56 seats), the right-
wing Freedom Party 30.4% (18), the Social Democratic Party SPÖ 
18.4% (11), the Greens 10.3% (6), and New Austria 3.5% (0). 

The anti-immigrant FPÖ overtook the Social Democrats, who lost 
around six percentage points and finished third at 18.4 percent. 
The right-wing populist party in Austria (FPÖ) gained 15.1% per-
centage points and came on the second leading position. 

These results are linked to the growing concerns about Europe‘s 
refugee crisis. Voter surveys have shown that nearly two thirds of 
voters felt that the refugee issue was important. The FPÖ has called 
for a border fence and stricter border controls, mirroring Hungary’s 
controversial border fences erected to control the influx of mi-
grants. The party is known to have supported anti-immigration 
views for several years.

Austria became a major transit point for thousands of refugees en-

tering from Hungary en route to Germany in the past few months. 
According to the governor of Upper Austria and Chairman of the 
Upper-Austrian ÖVP Josef Pühringer, „election was not about 
Upper Austria, but about one topic only, namely asylum“. Austrian 
authorities said they are anticipating around 80.000 asylum appli-
cations this year, a considerable increase on last year‘s 28.027. 

On 23 October 2015 the new government of ÖVP in alliance with 
FPÖ was officially inaugurated. Govenor Pühringer holds his office 
since 1995 and was previously in a coalition with the Green Party.  

ÖVP SPÖ FPÖ GRÜNE NEOS BZÖ KPÖ

36.4 18.4 30.4 10.3 3.5 - 0.8

-10.4 -6.5 +15.1 +1.1 -2.8 +0.2

2015 2009
Turnout 81.6% 80.4%

Results in % (in comparison to 2009)

Sources:
http://www.parties-and-elections.eu/austria3.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/austria/11896406/Austrias-
Right-wing-populist-party-makes-huge-gains-fuelled-by-migrant-crisis-fears.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/austrian-rightists-gain-in-election-dominated-by-
refugee-crisis-20150928-gjwb1x.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/27/us-austria-election-idUSKCN0RR-
0ZQ20150927
http://www.rulers.org/2015-09.html
http://www.bmiresearch.com/news-and-views/migrant-crisis-comes-to-the-fore-
in-regional-elections

Municipal and district council elections 
in Vienna, Austria:

SPÖ remains strongest party

A new city parliament in Vienna was elected on 11 October 
2015. Despite the loss of votes for the social-democrats (SPÖ) 
the party defended its first place against the right-wing Freedom 
party (FPÖ). 

The Vienna-elections left the boundaries between winners and 
losers rather blur: Despite losing votes the social democrats 
achieved 39.5 percent, leaving the FPÖ at second place. The Free-
dom Party (FPÖ) with its top candidate Heinz-Christian Strache 
received 31 percent. The Greens won 11.6 percent and lost some 
votes. The People´s Party (ÖVP) got only 9.2 percent. The liberal 
party NEOS managed a great achievement with 6.2 percent of the 
votes and enters the municipal parliament for the first time. This 
means 44 mandates for the SPÖ (- 5), 34 (+ 7) for the FPÖ, 7 (- 6) 
for the ÖVP,

10 (-1) for the Greens and 5 mandates for the NEOS. The turnout 
increased slightly to almost 75 percent.

After the elections results the mayor of Vienna Michael Häupl 
(SPÖ) pointed out the need for reforms in his party.  From the very 
beginning Häupl expelled a coalition  with the Freedom Party of 
Heinz-Christian Strache and kept his promise. On 13 Novem-
ber 2015 he presented a coalition paper with the Green party.   
The Green top candidate Maria Vassilakou already said on Election 
Day that: „We are ready to continue the good cooperation over the 
next five years.“ Vassilakou had announced several times before the 
elections to withdraw from her position in case of losses. However, 
she did not step down from her office as vice-mayor and argued 
that Green voters might have “borrowed” their votes to the Social-
Democrats in order to prevent a victory of the right-wing FPÖ.

The new regional government of SPÖ and the Green Party was 
sworn in on 24  November 2015.

  
Juraczka withdraws

The ÖVP chairman in Vienna Manfred Juraczka had to justify a sin-
gle-digit result, which is a historical low in Austria’s capital: almost 
five percent down to about nine percent. Reinhold Mitterlehner, 
the ÖVP´s national chairman demanded a „complete reorganiza-
tion“ of the party, the resignation of Juraczkas was the first step. 
He is followed by the former ÖVP Secretary General Gernot Blümel. 
  
Shifts at district level

The District Council elections for the first time resulted in two 
districts for the FPÖ (in Simmering and Floridsdorf ), the SPÖ pro-
vides 16 District representatives, the ÖVP for three (Josefstadt, 
Hietzing, Döbling) and the Greens provides two representatives 
(Neubau, Währing).

  
Source : orf.at / derstandard.at
Graphics: Wikipedia/ www.wien.gv.at/
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Local elections in Ukraine

Irregularities at local elections

After the first round of local elections in the Ukraine on 25 October 
2015, about 29 cities had to go into a run-off election on 15 No-
vember 2015. A failure of the electoral authorities has disturbed 
the local elections in the Ukraine. In the eastern Ukrainian cities 
Mariupol, Krasnoarmiisk and Svatove, situated on the outskirts of 
the pro-Russian separatist regions, the polling stations were closed 
due to invalid ballots. The pro-Euromaidan parties made the prin-
ting office Rinat Ahhmetov responsible for the incident claiming 
they have rigged the ballot in favor of the opposition bloc. Presi-
dent Petro Poroshenko criticized this as unacceptable. He spoke 
of false intentions and called for an investigation and a new elec-
tion date later this year. Elections did not take place in the terri-
tories recently annexed by Russia like Crimea and other separatist 
territories in the East.

East and West are spilt

The „Petro Poroshenko-bloc“ formed the strongest party, followed 
by Opposition Bloc and Radical Party. Poroshenko´s party did well 
in West and central Ukraine and Kherson Oblast. 

In the West, right-wing party „Swoboda“ (freedom) reached the 
highest number of votes and was able to improve its results af-
ter the parliamentary elections 2014. The party „Opposition Bloc“ 
has reached weaker results than the surveys had forecasted and 
gained most votes  in South  and  East Ukraine. The pro-Russian 
party was formed by members of the „Party of Regions“, who-
se former President Viktor Yanukovych was toppled in 2014. 
The coalition partners of the current government of Prime Mini-
ster Yatsenyuk „Self-Help“ and All-Ukrainian Union “Fatherland“, 
chaired by Juljia Tymoshenko, have gained 10% nationwide.

The campaign for the elections started on 5 September 2015. But 
since the start of the summer political advertising had began to 
increase rapidly. This was marred with a sharp rise of handouts by 
potential candidates. Local issues were ignored by parties, who fo-
cused on national issues. 

The municipal elections were considered a mood test for the pro-
Western course of the new government that took office in Decem-
ber 2014. Since then, the economic crisis has exacerbated and the 
conflict with the separatists and Russia remains unsolved.

Changes in the law

On 14 July 2015, the Ukrainian parliament passed a new law re-
garding the local elections in the country. This law has increased 
the  election threshold  from 3% to 5%. It also introduced three 
electoral systems:

Mayors and deputies of councils are directly elected under a ma-
joritarian system; 

In cities with fewer than 90,000 voters Mayors are elected under 
a majoritarian system; in a first-past-the-post system. Region, 
district, city, and city district councils are elected in  multi-mem-

ber  constituencies  meaning that for the elections for the city 
council or district council their territory is split into constituenci-
es. In these constituencies the parties nominated their candidates 
in closed party lists;

If in a city with more than 90,000 voters (35 Ukraine cities) the 
highest scoring mayoral candidate does not score over 50% of the 
votes + 1 vote a second round of the election will be held no later 
than three weeks after the election. 

On the party list at least 30% have to be of the opposite sex as the 
other candidates. However, there are no legal sanctions if a party 
does not comply.

Kiev

In  Kiev  incumbent  Mayor  Vitali Klitschko  and  Boryslav Bere-
za  competed in a second round of the mayoral election after 
Klitschko scored 40.5% and Bereza 8.8% in the first round. Klitsch-
ko won the second round with 66.5%; Bereza gained 33.51% of the 
votes. In April 2010 Vitali Klitschko was elected chairman of the 
newly formed, pro-Western party „Ukrainian Democratic Alliance 
for Reform“ (UDAR). Former mayor Oleksandr Omelchenko came 
third with 8.4%, followed by Volodymyr Bondarenko with 7.86% 
and Serhiy Husovsky with 7.7%.

Kharkiv

In Kharkiv incumbent Mayor Hennadiy Kernes of the Revival Party 
was re-elected in the first round of the election with 65.8% of the 
votes; with a voter turnout of 44.4%. Taras Sytenko came second 
with 12.31%, followed by Yuriy Sapronov with 5.08%. Kharkiv is the 
second-largest city of the Ukraine, located in the north-east of the 
country. The city‘s population is about 1.5 million. Kharkiv is a ma-
jor cultural, scientific, educational, transport and industrial centre 
of Ukraine, with 60 scientific institutes, 30 establishments of higher 
education, 6 museums, 7 theatres and 80 libraries.

Lviv

The pro-western mayor of Lviv and chairman of the Samopomich 
party Andrij Sadovyj missed the majority in the first round rea-
ching 31.67 percent of the votes. In second place came the “Pe-
tro-Poroshenko-Bloc“ with 12,91%. In the run-off Andrij Sadovyj 
was re-elected with 61.1 percent of the vote. Lviv is a city in we-
stern Ukraine, close to the Polish border.  

Odessa

In Odessa incumbent Mayor Gennadiy Trukhanov defeated Olek-
sandr Borovyk with 52.9% against 25,7% in the first round of the 
mayoral election. Former Mayor  Eduard Gurwits  came in third 
with 8.5% of the vote. The city is a major seaport and transportati-
on hub located on the north-western shore of the Black Sea. 

Gennadiy Trukhanov is member of the „Party of Regions“, the par-
ty of former president Viktor Yanukovich.
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No elections in Mariupol, Krasnoarmiisk and Svatove

No run-off elections took place in  Mariupol,  Krasnoarmi-
isk and Svatove because the majority of the commission’s mem-
bers refused to accept the election ballots due to faulty ballots. The 
local election committee set the date for new elections in Svatove 
for 27 December. The date for local elections in Krasnoarmiisk and 
Mariupol were set for 29 November 2015.

Because of the unilateral annexation of Crimea by Russia in March 
2014, the elections were not held in Crimea. Under Russian juris-
diction local elections already took place in Crimea on 14 Septem-
ber 2014.

Turnout

Turnout of the elections was 46,62% nationwide. The highest par-
ticipation was in  Western Ukraine  (around 50%), lowest was in 
the Donbass region (slightly above 30%). In the second round of 
the mayoral election the turnout was 34.08%.

1.554 international observers to the elections were registered by 
the Central Election Commission of Ukraine. The observers of the 
Council of Europe approved the electoral process.  The OSCE ob-
server mission was also positive about the electoral process, but it 
argued that the electoral legislation needed improvement.

A total of 132 political parties took part in the elections. They tried 
to get elected into one of 1,600 regional council seats in 22 regio-
nal parliaments or into one of the more than 10,700 local councils 
or as mayor in the same number of cities.

 
Sources:
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/ukraine-wahlen-101.html 
http://de.euronews.com/2015/10/26/ukraine-unregelmaessigkeiten-bei-den-
kommunalwahlen/ 
http://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2015-10/ukraine-kommunalwahl-vitali-klitsch-
ko-kiew-mariupol 
http://www.eurasischesmagazin.de/ticker/Kommunalwahlen-in-der-Ukraine-erste-
Ergebnisse-25102015-2030-Uhr/298
Wikipedia

The IRE deals with regional tourism, destination manage-
ment and marketing of regions and cities for many years 
now. On the occasion of the exhibition “Alpes Architecture 
Tourism” IRE-board of trustee member Bernd Petrisch and 
IRE General Secretary Joachim Fritz met with representa-
tives of the tourism industry from Austria and Italy (Bolzano). 
The state of Salzburg is a shining example in Europe and va-
luable information for optimal location marketing are being 
shared with European partners.

Managing Director Leo Bauernberger reported of around 
7 million overnight stays in Salzburg. Cultural tourism will 
grow and dominate the demand in future. Bauernberger 
outlined the trend „back to the roots and nature“ – today´s 
tourists are looking for rest, relaxation and new experiences 
in the natural environment. The region of Salzburg offers 
countless possibilities of this kind, which are only to be found 
here. The authenticity of a region is also essential. Modern 
architecture can positively influence the recreation industry. 
Regional minister Hans Mayr also spoke of the tendency to 
„slow down life-style“. The tourists of today want to get out 
of the technologically dominated everyday life  and get rest 
and relaxation.

The exhibition in the tourism schools Klessheim will also be 
shown next year in Berlin, Munich and Mainz, Germany. It 
shows the landscape is South Tyrol, Italy. An intact and ac-
cessible environment is a precondition for successful tou-
rism. Nature and tourism, however, are in a reciprocal relati-
onship: On the one hand, tourism has a strong influence on 

the landscape of the Alps, under certain circumstances even 
endangers the sensitive ecological cycles. At the same time, 
however, some small residential areas in the high mountains 
still exist thanks to tourism. The exhibition „Alpes Architec-
ture Tourism“ shows this interaction based on twenty-three 
projects from South Tyrol.
 
For more information see:
Südtirol: http://www.suedtirol.info/ 
Tourismusschulen Klessheim: http://en.ts-salzburg.
at/?red=sbtop

Exhibition: Alpes Architecture Tourism

Fom left: Hans Mayr, Bernd Petrisch and Joachim 
Fritz
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“It is not possible without the mayor”, explained Stephan Albers, 
Chairman of BREKO, the Bundesverband Breitbandkommunika-
tion e. V., an association that represents the majority of landline 
competitors of the main German telecommunication company 
Deutsche Telekom AG. BREKO was founded in 1999 as an organi-
zation for alternative local exchange carriers. The more than 200 
members of BREKO, city and regional carriers as well as municipal 
utilities, provide high efficiency optical fibre access to urban as 
well as rural areas – the “blank spots”.

Albers presented five key factors to a successful implementation 
of fiber-optic expansion. Firstly, the implementation is only pos-
sible via local official channels and, hence, only in cooperation 
with the mayor. Even though the broadband expansion is on the 
European and national agenda, the realization takes place in the 
region and community. Secondly, a comprehensive approach as to 
the planning, building, operating and marketing of the fiber-optic 
expansion is necessary. Thirdly, investment risks must be reduced 
by investing first and building later. Fourthly, core competences 
must be combined and lastly, cost synergies on local and regional 
level must be enabled by using existing infrastructure and at the 
same time launching new technology. 

Albers spoke at the third Bavarian Broadband Forum 2015 that 
took place on 5 November 2015 in Neusäß, near Augsburg, Ger-
many. The forum tackled the huge financial, technical and legal 

challenges that local communities face when supplying their ci-
tizens and enterprises with a fast internet connection. The supp-
ly of high-speed internet is a central task of general interest be-
cause only a high bit rate broadband connection can strengthen 
the community and region to stay competitive and economically 
independent. But local authorities have to think carefully about 
how they invest the tax payer’s money, as fiber-optic expansion is 
a long term investment.  It is the task of the local decision-makers 
to find the best solution and at the same time ensure financing.

Anke Knopp is Project Manager at Bertelsmann Stiftung, the lar-
gest private operating non-profit foundation in Germany. She pre-
sented the project „Wegweiser Kommune“ (Direction Community) 
during the panel discussion, which provides municipalities with a 
diverse information system. Its current focus is demographic chan-
ge, finance, education, social situation and integration. 

One part of the studies on demographic change show that rural 
areas thin out and young people and families move to the metro-
politan areas. “Nowadays, families do not ask for square meters but 
for megabits per second”, said Knopp. Bertelsmann wants to coun-
teract this trend by informing local authorities on how broad band 
internet access can revive their community. 

Not only is the professional but also private life increasingly beco-
ming digital: Medical care systems with digital devices for elderly 
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salzburg-airport.com

and feel the sound of music!Fly to Salzburg

Bavarian Broadband Forum 2015: The digital region

IRE  is 
sponsored by

people, for example, depend on fast internet. It supports them in 
their everyday-life and guarantees their independence in the long 
term.

In general, it has become clear during the forum, that fiber-optic 
networks are the basis and foundation for the digital future. Regi-
onal expansion strategies need sound investments and regional 
network operators to comprehensively conduct the implementa-
tion. 

Participants from Bavarian municipalities and industry-related 
companies followed the invitation of the Bayerische Gemeindezei-
tung (Bavarian Community Newspaper). The IRE was cooperation 
partner at the forum and shared its knowledge from its previous 
conferences on broadband supply that took place in Hallwang 
2014 and Linz 2015. The next IRE-event on broadband will take 
place in May 2016.

How do you become no. 1? It´s simple: every day we do our best to bring 
you the best possible service. Around the clock we ensure that parcels 

from all over the world reach their destination quickly, safely and in time. You, 
too, can benefit from the advantages of the strongest logistics partner!

For more information, please visit www.post.at/logistics-team 
If it really counts, rely on Austrian Post.

@@@this man moves 70 million@@@
@@@parcels to more than 200@@@

@@@countries every year.@@@
@@@helmut zaufall, logistics team@@@

@@@this man moves 74 million@@@
@@@parcels to more than 200@@@
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@@@helmut zaufall, logistics team@@@
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Anke Knopp (left) at the panel discussion on digital regions



Study in Salzburg
The Salzburg University of Applied Sciences with its 2.600 
well selected students is a center of innovation and expertise. 
Since its foundation in 1995 it acts as a hub for the know-
how transfer between research and the industry. Its degree 
programmes offer university-level education tailored to the 
needs of current and future demands of the labour market.

We collaborate with partner institutions in Europe, America, 
Asia and Australia in international projects as well as 
faculty and student exchange. Besides their studies students 
can create networks for later professional careers at the 
Salzburg University of Applied Sciences. 

All of our auditoriums and labs provide modern state-of-the-
art equipment. Both our locations – Urstein Campus and 
Kuchl Campus – are situated in one of the most beautiful 
areas in the world.

Degree Programmes

 R 17 bachelor programmes
 R 10 master programmes
 R 2 postgraduate programmes

Programmes taught in English

 R Innovation & Management in Tourism – 
Bachelor and Master

Salzburg University of Applied Sciences
Austria, 5412 Puch, Urstein Süd 1

Phone:  +43 50 2211 – 0
E-Mail:  office@fh-salzburg.ac.at

CONTACT: www.fh-salzburg.ac.at

WHERE KNOWLEDGE GROWS

HIGH RESEARCH COMPETENCE

Salzburg University of Applied Sciences focuses on applied 
research especially in ‚Engineering‘, ‚Business and Social 
Sciences‘, ‚Design, Media and Arts‘ as well as ‚Health Studies‘. 
Since January 2013 the Salzburg University of Applied Sciences 
also has a Josef Ressel Centre for User-centric Smart Grid Privacy, 
Security, and Control.

INNOVATIVE AND INTERDISCIPLINARY CURRICULA

We provide unique curricula that integrate technology, content, 
art and business aspects. Domain-specific knowledge is 
complemented by social skills.

EXCELLENT INDUSTRY CONTACTS

We have close ties with leading regional and international 
companies. Professional internships and project experience are 
a central part of our studies. The Salzburg University of Applied 
Sciences cooperates closely with companies. A great percentage 
of our lecturers is also active in the business world.

ADVANCED INFRASTRUCTURE

State-of-the-art lab equipment provides the ideal setting for creative 
minds and supports the most advanced teaching methodologies. 
Both campuses can be reached by local trains or buses. The 
picturesque city center of Salzburg is only a few minutes ride away. 
We also have housing opportunities at both locations.

BACHELOR PROGRAMMES

Forest Products Technology & Timber Construction,
Information Technology and Systems Management, 
Smart Building

Business Management, Innovation & Management in Tourism, 
SME-Management & Entrepreneurship, Social Work

Design & Product Management, MultiMediaArt, 
MultiMediaTechnology

Biomedical Sciences, Midwifery, Nursing, Occupational Therapy, 
Orthoptics, Physiotherapy, Radiation Technology

MASTER PROGRAMMES

Applied Image & Signal Processing, 
Information Technology and Systems Management, 
Forest Products Technology & Management, Smart Cities

Business Management, Innovation & Management in Tourism, 
Innovation in the Field of Social Profit 

Design & Product Management, MultiMediaArt, 
MultiMediaTechnology

Provides competence in recognizing market trends as well 
as changes in consumer behaviour and society impacting 
global tourism | strong emphasis on trend research, product 
development and new marketing technologies in the field 
of e-business | focus: innovation, management, leadership, 
e-business, sustainability 

 R Applied Image and Signal Processing – 
Joint Master with the University of Salzburg

Affects our daily lives in an ever-increasing way | participate 
in designing this fascinating technology and shape IT‘s future 
function in business and society | a lot of interesting research 
an development projects in the private and the public sectors 
| degree will open career tracks in Universities and research 
centers.
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Smederevo, Former 
Capital of Serbia
 
represented by 
Mayor Jasna Avramović

The City of Smederevo is located in central Serbia, and is the ad-
ministrative center of the Podunavski district. It covers an area of 
481.5 km and is bordered by the Danube on the north, the Velika 
Morava River on the east:, and the Sumadija hills to the south and 
west:.
The roman settlements of Mons Aureus and Vincea use to be on 
the spot of modern-day Smederevo. Smederevo was first men-
tioned in the 1019 AD Charter by the Byzantine Emperor Basil II, 
under the name of „Sphenteromon“.
There is a clear distinction in the landscape between the lower, 
eastern part, with an average altitude of 85.0 m (Pomoravlje) and 
the higher, western part with an average altitude of 169.2 m (Su-
madija). 
The climate is moderately continental.
There are 117,134 inhabitants living on the territory of Smederevo, 
84,000 of which live within the city and its outskirts. 

Transportation connections 
The Smederevo municipality has an ex¬tremely favorable tou-
rist: geographic position within Serbia. On the international E-75 
highway, corridor 10 which connecting Budapest, Belgrade, Nis, 
Thessalonica and Athens. Located on the international railway 
line connecting Budapest and Belgrade with Athens and Sofia. On 
the most: attractive part of the Danube riverbank in Serbia, with 
a shore that is suitable for constructing ports and marinas, with 
nearby industrially developed areas, on the international Corridor 
7. 45 km from 
                 
New industrial port
The „Nikola Tesla“ international airport is situated 60 km from Sme-
derevo.

The largest lowland fortress
The Smederevo fortress is a fortified medieval city in the shape 
of an irregular triangle, with 25 towers over 20 m high and 10-m 
high battlements, 4 meters thick. It was built by the Serbian despot 
Đurađ Branković in 1430, at the confluence of the Jezava and the 
Danube, to be the seat of his power.
The fortress is made up of the Small city (the court) and the Great 
city. It covers an area of almost: 10.5 ha, which makes it one of the 
largest medieval lowland fortresses in all of Europe.
     
The wine city
The first: exportation of grape and wine is evidenced in 1879 when 
the merchants from European countries were coming to Smedere-
vo for the purpose of buying the Smederevo‘s wine, which after 
has been sold in Switzerland, France and other European coun-
tries.
In 1882 on The Worlds Exposition in Bordeaux (Bordo), Smederevo‘s 
wines were especially awarded.
The first: exposition of the grape and wine in Smederevo was held 
in 1888, on the City‘s port. It was lasting for a few days and whole 

city was amused with wine and music.

Manifestation of Smederevo Au-
tumn
These expositions were interrupted du-
ring the world wars, and from 1961 the 
manifestation holds the adual name. In 
the period between 1971 and 1988 the 
manifestation has not been organized. In 
1988 was renewed by Tourist: organiza-

tion of Smederevo.
The purpose of organization of the „Autumn in Smederevo“ is to 
present hither high-quality agricultural products and rich histori-
cal heritage of the City of Smederevo to our guest. The program of 
the manifestation includes economic, cultural and sports contents.
In recent years „Autumn in Smederevo“ became one of the most: 
significant tourist: and economic manifestation in Podunavlje re-
gion with characteristics of the trade-fair, with a huge number of 
exponents and visi¬tors ( average 100 000 visitors per day).

„Smederevo – good business destination”
w Two European corridors: Corridor VII
w river Danube (20 km from the riverside, road bridge, Smedere-

vo fortress - cultur¬al park, last: port of transshipment from the 
direction of Black Sea); Corridor X

w Highway E-75 (27 km of highway, with three access points).
w Distance from Belgrade - 46 km.
w Surface 481,5 km2, with 110.000 resi¬dents, with 28 villages 

and suburban areas with The City of Smederevo that has 65.000 
residents.

w 80% of agricultural land is cultivated, with Orchards and Vi-
neyards.

w Tradition has been established in metal and metal-treatment, 
as well as in agricultural production.

Investment areas
w  Industry
w  Tourism
w  Agriculture 
w  Sport and recreation
w Infrastructure and Traffic
w Housing
w Ecology

For more information see: http://www.smederevo.org.rs/
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NOCH VIEL VOR.

LAND FÜR ERNEUERUNG.
LAND FÜR MENSCHEN.

 Gut, dass du da bist.

Niederösterreich.

Einsparungen kommen nicht vom Reden: Echte Reformen 
brauchen Taten mit Augenmaß und Weitblick. Deshalb haben 
wir in der Landesverwaltung über 1.700 Dienstposten 
eingespart – nicht von heute auf morgen, sondern Schritt 
für Schritt. Wir haben in der Verwaltung 22 Abteilungen 
aufgelöst und Pensions- und Besoldungsreformen in der 
Verwaltung umgesetzt, die bundesweit als vorbildlich gelten. 
Die Neuaufteilung des Bezirkes Wien-Umgebung bringt
nicht nur besseres Service für viele Bürger, sondern auch 
Einsparungen in Millionenhöhe. Weil wir sparen, wo es 
möglich ist, damit wir handeln können, wo es wichtig ist. 

Die Füße am Boden, den Blick in die Zukunft.

Eine Information des Landes Niederösterreich.

NOEL_NEWSREGION _420x140_Erneuerung_mag_rz.indd   1 11/18/15   5:56 PM

Făgăra 
romania
 
represented by Primarul 
Constantin Sorin Manduc

According to some recent studies, Făgăraș 
is located exactly in the center of Ro-
mania, closing a triangle between Sibiu 
and Brașov, two important cultural and 
economic centers of Romania. Also, it is 
situated at foothills of the highest part of 
the Carpathians, which are called Făgăraș 
Mountains. Located near Făgăraș, the 
Transfăgărașan Road is one of the most 
spectacular roads in the world. This ama-
zing and challenging road, full of with end-
less curves and sheer drops, passes over 
the Făgăraș mountains reaching a height 
of 2134 meter. 

From an administrative point of view, the 
municipality of Făgăraș belongs to the 
Brașov County. It is placed on National 
Road 1 between the City of Brasov (66 km) 
and the City of Sibiu (76 km, with the ne-

arest airport). Next year, in 2016, we will 
celebrate 725 years since the first docu-
mentary attestation of the city.

The Făgăraș Fortress is the most impres-
sive landmark of the region and one of 
the largest and best preserved fortresses 
in the country and even in Europe. It was 
placed in the middle of a large feudal es-
tate, which, in the 17th century comprised 
20 boroughs and 52 villages, being the lar-
gest in Transylvania. The Fortress was built 
in brick and was never conquered.

The Fortress functioned mainly as a resi-
dence home to its prince-owners and high 
dignitaries together with their families. 
Records show that its interiors must have 

been luxurious in the 17th century; unfor-
tunately, little of its former glamour has 
been preserved.

At present, the castle has 80 rooms, and 
the fortress is surrounded by a lake. Re-
cently, a lot of new rooms of the castle 
were reopened for tourists, including the 
big Throne Room. It is the room that used 
to be the place where the princess of Tran-
sylvania used to meet European ambassa-
dors in 17th century. The lake is now inha-
bited by 20 white swans and 2 black ones, 
which are a real attraction for the tourists.
Last year, The Făgăraș Fortress came in se-
cond place in Hopper’s “Ten Best Castles in 
the World” ranking, published by Huffing-
ton Post.

Annual Events:
w 5 December - 7 of January: The Men 

carol Festival - „Festivalul Cetelor de 
Feciori“ - a traditional festival that is 
unique in our area, which reunites men 
from all the regions (Făgăraș Country) 
that come to Făgăraș to sing their tradi-
tional Christmas carols and to present 
their Christmas traditions and traditio-
nal clothes.

w 18 August - 21 August 2016: The Festi-

val of Făgăraș Fortress - a festival that 
unites folklore and medieval fights for 
the delight of the tourists and locals 
from Făgăraș that come home from all 
over the world to reunite with their fa-
milies.

European funded projects in Făgăraș: 

Ongoing projects:
w Rehabilitation of water and sanitation 

infrastructure networks;
w Rehabilitation of the wastewater treat-

ment plant of Făgăraș;
w Extension of the touristic circuit of 

Făgăraș Fortress, including the rehabi-
litation of Throne Room.

Future projects:
w The rehabilitation of the historical city 

center of Făgăraș;
w The rehabilitation of the exterior walls 

of defence of the Făgăraș Fortress;
w Increasing the energy efficiency of resi-

dential buildings, public buildings and 
public lighting.

For more information see: 
http://www.primaria-fagaras.ro/
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Safe the Dates in 2016

„There is no ‚we‘ and ‚you‘. This Europe belongs to us all.“

The IRE is pleased to announce that the former presi-
dent of the European Parliament (EP) and  current mem-
ber of the EP Jerzy Buzek has joined our „Board of Patrons“. 
MEP Buzek supports the IRE’s activities and the idea of a “Europe 
of the Regions” based on the principle of Subsidiarity, which is one 
of the supporting pillars of the European Union as defined in the 
Lisbon Treaty.

On 22 October 2015, the third meeting of the IRE Board of Tru-
stees was held in the Regional Parliament of Lower Austria in 
St. Pölten at the invitation of the Govenor Erwin Pröll. Trustee 
Member and Chairman of the European Affairs Committee in 
the Lower Austrian parliament Lukas Mandl welcomed the IRE 
and guided the group through the Parliament building.

The Board of Trustees consists of active entrepreneurs, pu-
blic officials and scientific experts, who meet three times a 
year to evaluate the status-quo of the IRE and its plans for 
future activities. It was established this year at the 10th an-
niversary of the IRE in order to give additional support and 
input to the Board of Directors and the operation team. 
The aim is to strengthen the regions and cities of Europe, 
which requires a constant input of new ideas and opinions.  

from left: Georg Krauchenberg, Hermann Steinmassl, 
Bernd Petrisch, Lukas Mandl, IRE Chairman Franz 
Schausberger, Board of Directors member Helmut 
Falschlehner, Ernst Rosi, Wolfgang Friess and Secretary 
General Joachim Fritz

New Member to the „Board of Patrons“ 
Former President of the 

european Parliament 
supports ire

Board of Trustees meets in Lower Austria

Buzek was Prime Minister of Poland (1997-2001) and President 
of the European Parliament (2009 to 2012). In the 1980s, Buzek 
was an activist of the democratic  anti-communist  movements, 
including the Solidarity trade union in communist Poland and 
decisively participated in the political changes of 1989. As Prime 
Minister, he achieved Poland’s accession to NATO and negotiated 
conditions for Poland’s EU accession. He is considered an expert on 
energy and foreign policy.                   Picture: ShutterStock

Dear members, supports, sponsors and friends,

the year 2015 was full of inspiring meetings, thought-
provoking speeches, highly informative conferences and 
interesting new encounters. The Institute has organized 
several expert conferences with its partners in Austria 

and abroad, celebrated its 10th anniversary and 
successfully held its 11th Conference of European Regions 

and Cities. Furthermore, many bilateral meetings have 
taken place, where new inputs and ideas were born.

We are already planning the year 2016 with new 
projects and challenges in order to meet the demands 

and questions of region and cities that so far have been 
unanswered. 

For now, we want to thank all of you for your support 
and ideas that we have put into action together. We invite 
you to our events in 2016 and for a personal meeting in 

the IRE headquarter in Salzburg.

We wish you wonderful and quite winter holidays to 
restart energies for the next year.Madonna at Museo Bagatti Valsecchi, Milan

IRE Expert Conference on cross-border 
health programmes

24 February 2016 
Salzburg, AT

IRE Expert Conference on EU Communi-
cation at regional and local level

7 – 8 April 2016
Sarajevo, BiH

IRE International Broadband Conference 
„Future of Telecommunication“

23 – 24 May 2016
St. Pölten, AT

12th Conference of European Regions 
and Cities

25 – 27 September 2016
Salzburg, AT

(including IRE General Assembly)

IRE Smart Cities Conference 
„Green Mobility“

11 November 2016
Europe Green Capital 2016

Ljubljana, SI

The Board of Trustees discussed the agenda for the years 2016 
and 2017 with activities in the SEE and CEE region. The next 
meeting will be held in Vienna in February 2016.
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The IRE plans a two-year project on capacity-building in regions and com-
munities for 2016/2017 in the CEE & SEE area in cooperation with the Aus-
trian Development Cooperation. 

The Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC) supports countries in Afri-
ca, Asia, South Eastern and Eastern Europe as well as the Carribean in their 
sustainable development aiming at reducing poverty, conserving natural 
resources and promoting peace and human security in partner countries. 
Long-term programmes and projects support help towards self-help. The 
ultimate goal is to bring about a sustainable improvement in conditions 
of life.

The Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC) forms part of Austrian fo-
reign policy and thus its strategic alignment falls under the purview of the 
Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs (MFA).

The Austrian Development Agency (ADA) is the operational unit of the 
Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC). It is in charge of implementing 
bilateral programmes and projects in ADC‘s partner countries and admini-
sters the budget earmarked for this. Another focus of ADAs operations is 
education and informa-
tion in Austria to convey 
the issue of development 
cooperation to a broader 
public.

Austria actively involved 
worldwide

Franz Schausberger 
and ADA Managing 

Director Martin 
Ledolter.

Galați is the capital city of  Galați County, in the historical region 
of  Moldavia, eastern  Romania. Galați is the largest port town at 
the Danube River. In 2011, the Romanian census recorded 249,432 
residents making it the 8th most populous city in Romania. Galați is 
a major economic centre based around the port of Galați, the naval 
shipyard, the ArcelorMittal Galați steel plant and mineral exports. 
Romania‘s largest shipyard is located in Galați. It benefits from easy 
access to the  Black Sea  and from its co-location with the Mittal 
Plant.

New IRE Member

galaţi
represented by 

Mayor Marius Stan

The largest ethnic group in Galați are Romanians (98.54%). The se-
cond largest but less than 1% of the total are the Roma (0.78%). In 
smaller numbers are Lipovans (0.07%), Greeks (0.07%) and Hunga-
rians (0.09%). Other groups number 0.27% in all.

Projects for the future include the implementation of the Danube 
metropolitan area or Galați-Brăila metropolitan area that would be 
formed from the cities of Galaţi and Brăila. Together they have a 
population of about 430,000 people.   Motorways, a new airport 
and a bridge across the  Danube  connecting Brăila and Galați 
Counties to Tulcea Coun-
ty have been proposed. 
If completed, it would re-
present the second-largest 
metropolitan zone in  Ro-
mania after Bucharest.

For more information see: 
http://www.primaria.galati.ro/ ©
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Kapsch Group

Immer innovativ. Immer einen Schritt voraus. 
Kapsch ist seit seiner Gründung technologischer Trendsetter für intelligente  
Lösungen in den Zukunftsfeldern Mobilität und Kommunikation. Jährlich investiert 
Kapsch deshalb mehr als 10 Prozent des Umsatzes in die anwendungsorientierte  
Forschung und Entwicklung. Dazu gehört die Zusammenarbeit mit Forschungs-  
und Entwicklungszentren in aller Welt ebenso wie die Kooperation mit zahlreichen 
Universitäten und Instituten im ln- und Ausland. Um auch in Zukunft Innovationen  
in einen konkreten Kundennutzen zu transformieren. Und um weiterhin Lösungen  
zu entwickeln, die nicht der Standard sind, sondern always one step ahead.

Innovati       
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