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As historian I know that ten years is not a very long time, as head of the Institute of the Regi-
ons of Europe I have learned how much can happen in ten years, how much work is involved 
in the numerous activities and that it is not self-evident that such an institute successfully 
survived ten years. The establishment of the Institute in 2005 was seen with scepticism by 
some. Others provided their support in various ways to accomplish this project successfully.

Many have contributed to the achievements of the IRE and this is why today we are not only 
welcomed with full sympathy but also became a respected platform for regions, cities, com-
munities, companies, the EU as well as national institutions, universities and many more.

My two fellow Board members Stefan Eder and Helmut Falschlehner have accompanied me 
with optimism and active commitment from the very beginning. We receive indispensable 
visionary and moral backing from the prominent members of our Board of Patrons. The 
small team, under the professional guidance of our Secretary-General Joachim Fritz, has 
always provided an excellent organizational performance with passion and tireless devoti-
on. Extremely valuable was the advice of the IRE Board of Trustees and the Advisory Board. 
Our members, friends, sponsors and partners are forming the primery basis of our institute. 
Without their support we could not exist.

I want to express wholeheartedly my sincere gratitude to all of them.

The anniversary is an opportunity to give a retrospective view on the IRE in the Newsregion 
magazine and an opportunity for new ideas, visions and activities for the next decade.

A united Europe with strong regions and municipalities is worth every effort!

Prof. Franz 
Schausberger

Chairman of the 
Institute of the Regions 

of Europe 10th Anniversary of the Institute of the Regions of Europe

Stages of a fast and substantial 
development

The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) was founded in 2004 by Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger, 
former President of the Land Salzburg in Austria. The main aim was to create a platform for mu-
nicipalities, regions and enterprises from all over Europe in order to point out the increasing im-
portance of regions and municipalities for European politics and for economic development. With 
its activities and initiatives, the IRE supports decentralization and regionalization and provides 
expertise for strengthening respective processes. The IRE, with its headquarter in Salzburg, offers 
consulting for regions, municipalities, enterprises and institutes.

The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) was officially opened 
ten years ago, on 4 May 2005, at a ceremony in the Federal Chan-
cellery in Vienna at the presence of former Chancellor Wolfgang 
Schüssel. In the past decade, it managed to become a universal-
ly acknowledged platform for regions and cities in Europe. Nu-
merous conferences, seminars, inquiries, many publications, scien-
tific projects and a popular internship program are part of the IREs 
activity today. 

With its impartial and non-profit character, the IRE wishes to cut in-
formational deficits and foster economic potential of the European 
regions. Cross-border cooperation is a fundamental instrument for 
supporting social cohesion and a sustainable economic develop-
ment. Currently, more than 130 member regions, municipalities, 
cities as well as enterprises from 20 European countries comprise 
our network. We work on behalf of our members and we look for-
ward to expanding our network while advocating the regional and 
local interests with the European spirit.

Picture: At the opening event in the Federal Chancellery in 
Vienna: Rudolf Schicker, Member of the City Council of Vi-
enna, Riccardo Illy, President of the region Friuli Venezia 
Giulia, Evžen Tošenovsky, President of the region Moravia 
Silesia, Peter Straub, President of the Regional Parliament of 

https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire
You can find us on Facebook 
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COVER: European funds and their successful allocation was the 
major topic at the IRE Europe Day in Pite ti on 24th October 2012.  A 
gorgeous folklore program wasperformed at the meeting of around 
70 mayors and public servants with experts and other politicians at the 
Constantin-Brancoveanu-University in Pite ti. Baden-Württemberg and President of the Committee of the 

Regions, Wolfgang Schüssel, Federal Chancellor of Austria, 
Stefan Eder, Deputy Chairman of the Board of IRE, Kurt Bie-
denkopf, former Primeminister of Saxony with his wife and 
Franz Schausberger.
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w	European and 
 regional
Our activities focus on the regional level in 
Europe. We work in close contact with de-
cision makers from politics and economics 
as well as with the civil society from all Eu-
ropean countries. As supporters of the Eu-
ropean integration process, we adhere to 
the European principles of tolerance, inter-
national understanding and subsidiarity. 

w Credibility and 
professionalism 

Seriousness is our first priority. We com-
municate with diplomats, political repre-
sentatives and the institutions of the Eu-
ropean Union every 
day. We are obliged 
to work professional-
ly in order to reach 
our goals and to fulfil 
the expectations and 
requirements of our 
members. 

To enterprises 
we offer
w	A plus factor for your 

corporate identity 
Membership to the IRE corresponds 
with an added value to the corporate 
identity of a company. It is not only an 
instrument for the long-term positio-
ning of the business, but also a chance 
to support the activities of a non-profit 
private foundation. 

w	Location and 
production site 
analysis 

An enlarged Europe offers high poten-
tial to enterprises: new markets, new 
partners and new locations. However, it 
is not always easy to calculate chances 
and risks. The IRE offers a competent 
advisory service as well as answers to 
your questions on political and econo-
mic conditions. We create studies on 
different topics upon request. 

w	Information platform 
We can help to find an appropriate 
access to decision makers at local, re-
gional, national and European level. 
Personal contacts to the new markets 
of Central and Eastern Europe as well 
as Western Balkans are essential for es-
tablishing successful and sustainable 
cooperation. 

Parking spaces at Vienna Airport can now be booked 
and paid for online at www.viennaairport.com. 
The exact price comparison of the different par-
king options simplifies the booking of parking 
spaces.

When the desired timeframe is entered, all parking 
options and their rates are listed directly. This 
gives passengers a good overview of the available 
parking spaces on site, their location with respect 
to the terminal buildings and the costs incurred. 
Payment can be made by credit card and Vienna 
Airport time card. 

PARKING IN JUST A FEW CLICKS

After successfully booking a parking space at 
Vienna Airport, customers will receive a booking 
confirmation with a QR code via email. The QR 
code contained therein will be scanned upon entry 
to the car park and the customer will receive a par-
king ticket in return, which will then be used as the 
exit ticket. If the booking period is exceeded, this 
can be topped up on site.

BOOK PARKING SPACES AT VIENNA AIRPORT ONLINE
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AIRPORT NEWS:

District, city, region, 
country, Europe, the 
world: One can feel 
at home everywhere. 
But the region forms 
the centre. This is 
where we feel our “roots and feel who we are. And because 
regions very often are across borders, 
it prevents the narrow sight and pro-
motes a broad view.

Wolfgang Schüssel
Former Chancellor of Austria and 
Member of the IRE Board of Patrons

Developing regional 
policy within the EU is 
key in order to achie-
ve growth, foster 
innovation and im-
plement forward-loo-
king EU policies such “as the EUs digital agenda and energy 
union. Regions and cities are important 
actors when it comes to implement the-
se policies as they drive development 
and innovation. IRE contributes signi-
ficantly to unlocking the potential of 
regions and cities and to involving their 
citizens in shared European objectives.

Sebastian Kurz
Austria‘s Minister for Europe, 
Integration and Foreign Affairs

w	Science and practice 
In order to meet different expectations 
and interests we combine scientific and 
practical work. We pursue an interdisci-
plinary approach and combine expertise 
from politics, economics and law. 

w	Sustainability and 
success oriented

More than 130 regions, municipalities, 
cities, towns, institutions and companies 
have become members of the IRE network. 
They all pursue the interest to turn their 
ideas into action and to strengthen the 
importance of regional and local levels in 
the political decision-making process. The 

IRE supports them by 
providing a diverse 
network of impor-
tant decision makers 
and by offering our 
expertise in the areas 
of regionalization and 
decentralization.

The principles we work by

Today, Europe stands 
for prosperity, peace 
and security. Espe-
cially this year - 70 
years after the end 
of World War II - we 
should be aware that 

this positive development is not self-
evident. Therefore, we must continue 
our commitment to Europe in the future 
and inspire the people in the regions for 
this project of the century anew. In this 
regards, the IRE provides a valuable 
contribution for ten years now - in this 
sense: ad multos annos and happy mi-
lestone birthday!

Georg Kapsch
President of the Federation of 
Austrian Industry
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To regions, 
municipalities 
and cities we 
offer
w	Expertise through expert 

conferences 
Within the frame of increasing political de-
centralization, regions, municipalities and 
cities are facing more challenges when it 
comes to offering efficient services and 
securing the quality of life of their citizens. 
Hence, we are committed to offer neces-
sary expertise to political decision makers. 
By presenting best-practice examples and 
analysing new trends and technologies, 
we create a new impetus for our members. 
The best way to do so is to bring decision 
maker and entrepreneurs together at ex-
pert conferences, which the IRE organises 
on all regional and international politi-
cal topics, e.g. interregional cooperation, 
EU funds, energy supply, tourism, health 
management, transport and traffic. Our 
objective is to inform our members at con-
ferences and provide a platform for suc-
cessful networking. 

w	Networking 
A strong, interregional and international 
network is crucial for regional and local 
development. The IRE network encom-
passes contacts from several European in-
stitutions, national ministries, regional and 
local administrations as well as the execu-
tive boards of companies. Successful net-
working is a key element for a prosperous 
region and city. 

w	Location presentation 
A successful location policy is of utmost 
importance in regions, municipalities, ci-
ties and towns. We offer our integrated 
network and a privileged access to many 
European companies. We are in touch with 
potential investors and organise individual 
meetings with them.

w	Interest-driven policy 
The IRE closely observes actual trends in 
European politics and pays attention to ac-
tions and measures affecting the interests 
and competences of regions, municipalities 
and cities. We put our evaluations and con-
sultation at the disposal of our members.

The Institute of the 
Regions of Europe 
(IRE) has done a re-
ally good job in re-
cent years and has 
indeed become an 
important forum for “European regions, municipalities and 
companies. It has managed to promote 
regionalization, decentralization and 
cross-border cooperation. I congratu-
late the Institute on its anniversary.

Benita Ferrero-Waldner
Former EU-Commissioner for 
External Relations and European 
Neighbourhood Policy

“



Strategic Partner of the IRE

6 7

In the first ten years 
of its existence the 
Institute of the Re-
gions of Europe has 
established itself as 
a successful and re-
cognized forum for “cross-border and regional concerns. 
Thus, it has become an essential ele-
ment of local policy in Europe, as re-
flected in the Committee of the Regions. 
The IRE is where commonly lived Europe 
takes place. We wish all the best and 
further success for this important task.

Alois Steinbichler
Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Kommunalkredit Austria AG
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aOver the past 10 ye-
ars the Institute of 
the Regions of Euro-
pe has evolved into 
a platform that pro-
motes the common 
European idea wit-“hout neglecting the regional interests 
and identities. I wish the IRE more re-
warding years and that it continues its 
successful path.

Josef Pühringer
Governor of Upper Austria

Europe is a continent 
of regions. The regi-
ons constitute the 
diversity and strength 
of Europe. With the 
establishment of the 
Institute of the Regi-“ons of Europe ten years ago an impor-
tant and substantial contribution was 
made to strengthen and promote cross-
border cooperation.

Erwin Pröll
Governor of Lower Austria

I learned to understand  the pro-
cedures at international meetings 
and conferences during the intern-
ship at the IRE, which helped me 
for my following work at the Aus-
trian Foreign Ministry in Vienna.

The internship was a very rewar-
ding experience and was one of 
the reasons I got my current job 
at the in International Office of 
the Region of Istria.

A essential element: our publications
w	IRE monograph series 
The IRE monograph series consists of re-
search papers on topics of regional and 
local election analysis, political systems, 
regional location development, EU regi-
onal policy and other areas focusing on 
regionalisation and decentralisation. The 
studies are written by extern associates, 
during a one-month-long internship at 
the IRE office in Salzburg. One can find the 
studies in the Austrian and German Nati-
onal library and they are listed on the IRE 
website.

w	Occasional Papers and 
Yearbook of Regionalism

 Additionally, a selection of papers as well 
as other publications is published regular-
ly in our series called “Occasional Papers”. 
The following titles have already been pu-
blished:

Occasional Papers 1/2006 
Die Bedeutung der Regionen im gemein-
samen Europe (in German)

Occasional Papers 2/2007 
The EU-Constitutional Treaty and the 
Regions of Europe

Occasional Papers 3/2010 
Regionalisation. Strengthening or Subver-
sion of the National State?

Jahrbuch für Regionalismus 2011
(Yearbook for Regionalisation 2011)

Occasional Papers 4/2014 
(in German language) with articles on 
some particular cases of regional and 
municipal elections from 2011 till 2013.

w	My Homeland - Your 
Homeland 

More than one hundred students from the 
five countries Austria, Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, Croatia, Slovenia and Hungary have 
been asked to write an essay on the topic 
“My Homeland – Your Homeland”. What 
has been written is not just a mere sum-
mary of datas and facts about their coun-
try, but a sensitive, deep and often critical 
reflection of their homelands, their regions 
and their towns. This publication was pu-
blished as part of the EU-project „Lucky 
Four Leaf Clover“ in 2011.

w	Exhibition catalogue:  
Regional Culture= 
European Culture

The touring exhibition «Regional Culture = 
European Culture» was also part of the EU-
project «Lucky Four Leaf Clover». Regional 
artists from Austria, Hungary, Slovenia, 
Croatia as well as Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na presented their masterpieces. The goal 
was to artistically depict the perception of 
various regions. The exhibition was pre-
sented in every region of the project area 
to strengthen the mutual understanding 
for each region and its culture.

A chance: internship at the ire 
Since June 2005 the Institute of the Re-
gions of Europe (IRE) offers  one-month-
long internships for young international 
students. Interns write a research paper 
and analyze political events on a topic 
related to European or regional policy 
and receive a certificate after presenting 
the results. 

The papers are being published as part 
of the IRE monograph series. Further-
more, the students are involved in the 
daily IRE activities and learn about the 
daily organisational processes, such as 
co-organizing international conferences 
and establishing new contacts with re-
gional and municipal representatives. 
The interns are usually undergraduate 
students in the field of politics, law, hi-
story, geography, economy or European 
studies and have at least a basic know-
ledge of the European Union and its in-
stitutions.

Since the establishment of the IRE in 
Salzburg 180 interns from around the 
world participated in the IRE internship 
program.

Anamaria 
Škopac

Pula, Croatia

Florian M. 
Lipold

Salzburg, 
Austria
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On the occasion of 
the 10th anniversary 
celebration of the In-
stitute of the Regions 
of Europe, it is my gre-
at pleasure to since-
rely congratulate to “Prof. Dr. Schausberger and to the whole 
team for achieving great results during 
past ten years. We found great support 
from the IRE in our efforts to improve 
regional cooperation and integration 
towards the European Union. My be-
lief is that regional cooperation can 
strengthen social and economic ties 
across Europe. In achieving this impor-
tant goal, the Institute of the Regions of 
Europe has a very important role.
Therefore, I express my gratitude for 
great cooperation with the Institute 
of the Regions of Europe. I am looking 
forward to continue our fruitful coope-
ration in the future.

Anto Domić
Mayor of Brčko District, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina
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w	Board of Directors

Franz Schausberger studied Philosophy 
in Salzburg, where he also habilitated 
as professor in contemporary Austrian 
history. From 1971 on, he held several 
positions in the Austrian Peoples Party, 
in 1979 he was elected delegate to the 
regional parliament of Salzburg. Between 
1989 and 1996 he was head of the party 
in the regional parliament. In 1996 he was 
elected president of the Land Salzburg, a 
position he held until 2004. With the end 
of the mandate in 2004, he founded the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE). 
He is the representative of the Land Salz-
burg at the Committee of the Regions 
(CoR) in Brussels since 1996. During his 
mandate at the CoR Schausberger was 
nominated several times as rapporteur for 
official opinions.

Dr. Stefan Eder is a founding member of 
the IRE and has been a member of the IRE 
Board since the incorporation of the foun-
dation. He is also chairman of the Associa-
tion of IRE Members. As a partner at Benn-
Ibler Rechtsanwälte GmbH he practices 
international business law with a focus 
on finance, real estate and corporate and 
M&A work.

innovatives oÖ 2020

Land sichert oÖ als 
Produktionsstandort ab

Das strategische Wirtschafts- und Forschungsprogramm „Inno-
vatives OÖ“ bildet den Rahmen für zukunftsweisende Forschung 
und innovative Entwicklungen, die die Wettbewerbsfähigkeit 
stärken und das Wirtschaftswachstum und somit die wichtigen 
Arbeitsplätze sichern soll. 

Schwerpunkte der Ausschreibung waren „Digitale Fabrik“ und „Au-
tomatisierung im Leichtbau“. das Interesse von Unternehmen und 
Forschungseinrichtungen war groß: 28 Projekte aus den Bereichen 
Informations- und Kommunikationstechnologie, Mechatronik und 
Werkstofftechnologie wurden eingereicht, von denen nun zehn 
mit einer Förderung aus dem Forschungs- und dem Wirtschafts-
ressort unterstützt werden. Das Gesamt-Projektvolumen liegt bei 
4,1 Mio. Euro, die durchschnittliche Förderquote liegt bei rund 75 
Prozent. 

Als Teil der Umsetzung des Strategischen Wirt-
schafts- und Forschungsprogrammes „Innovatives 

OÖ 2020“ wurde in den vergangenen Monaten 
die Ausschreibung „Produktionsstandort 2050 – 

Industrie 4.0“ durchgeführt. Mit 3 Millionen Euro 
Fördermittel wird vom Forschungsressort und vom 

Wirtschaftsressort des Landes OÖ der Produkti-
onsstandort Oberösterreich weiter gestärkt und 

dadurch langfristig gesichert. 
Der Fokus der Ausschreibung lag auf innovativen Produkti-
onstechnologien                  Fotoquelle: photlook-Fotolia

Genehmigte Projekte im Überblick

Thema „Digitale Fabrik“
w CompleteMe – Montagearbeiten gemeinsam durch 

Mensch und Roboter
w SWIPS – Optimierte Produktion aus Holzbauteilen
w CoopPro – Gemeinsame Herstellung mehrerer Tischlereien

Thema „Automatisierung im Leichtbau“
w RePlan – Qualitätsprüfung für Leichtbaumaterialien
w QualityGloss – Hochglanzoberflächen in der Luftfahrt
w EGrBbaLb – Energie- und Gewichtsreduktion mittels Leicht-

bau
w DynComp – Dimensionierung und Prüfung von hochbela-

steten Bauteilen für Flugzeuge
w ANDISIA – Automatische Materialprüfung
w Max-NCKC – Automatisierte Herstellung von Leichtbaus-

trukturen aus Kunststoff
w 3D-FiberPrint – Laserunterstützte und energiesparende 

Produktion

TOP Projekte ausgewählt

„Das positive Echo auf die Ausschreibung, aber auch die Qualität 
der eingereichten Projekte war überwältigend“, so der Wirtschafts-
Landesrat. An den zehn von der Jury der Forschungsförderungs-
gesellschaft (FFG) ausgewählten Projekten beteiligten sich nicht 
nur interessante Wirtschaftsunternehmen, sondern auch das ge-
samte Spektrum der OÖ Forschungslandschaft. Die Themen der 
ausgewählten Projekte sind vielfältig: an der Zusammenarbeit von 
Mensch und Roboter wird genauso geforscht wie an Prüfverfahren 
und neuen Produktionstechnologien für Leichtbauteile.

Fachhochschulen gründen Institut für „Intelligente 
Produktion“

Zusätzlich zum aktuellen Call wird an der FH OÖ ein neuer Schwer-
punkt im Bereich der Produktionsforschung geschaffen. Im Mittel-
punkt steht die Gründung eines fakultätsübergreifenden Instituts 
für „Intelligente Produktion“ unter Beteiligung der FH Fakultäten 
in Hagenberg, Steyr und Wels. Dabei werden gemeinsame F&E 
Projekte im Bereich neuer Fertigungsverfahren durchgeführt und 
ein genereller Schwerpunkt aus „Intelligente Produktion“ im Stu-
dienbetrieb gesetzt. So soll ein breiter Nachwuchs an Experten 
ausgebildet werden.

– Entgeltliche Einschaltung –

w	Board of Trustees 

In order to strengthen the regions and 
cities of Europe, a constant input of new 
ideas and opinions it required. The Board 
of Trustees and an Advisory Board were 
established to give an additional support 
to the Board of Directors. Active entrepre-
neurs, public officials and scientific experts 
meet twice a year to evaluate the status 
quo of the IRE and the future activities. 

Members:

Dr. Bernd Petrisch
Dr. Wolfgang Friess
Dr. Gerhard Feltl
Dr. Oskar Wawra
Dr. Filip Radunović
Dr. Werner Weihs-Raabl
Mag. Lukas Mandl
Dipl-Ing. Hermann Steinmassl
Mag. Ernst Rosi
Mag. Georg Krauchenberg

w	Advisory Board

Dr. Gerhard H. Bauer, Dr. Karl Edtstadler, General Roland Ertl, Former Ambassador Dr. Wen-
delin Ettmayer, Prof. Dr.-Ing. Martin Faulstich, Dipl.-Ing. Mag. Gerhard Gamperl, DI Chri-
stian Hasenleithner, Mag. Roman Himmler, Dr. Andreas Hopf, Mag. Erik Kroiher, Franz Lück-
ler, Dipl. Ing. Otto G. Zich.

foCus
activities & output

foCus
info & partners 

A challenge: in charge of the ire

The third member of the Board of Directors 
is Dr. Helmut Falschlehner, who worked 
as auditor for the Regional Financial Direc-
torate of Vienna, Lower Austria and Bur-
genland. He held several positions in the 
Schoeller Bank Group, such as a member 
of the managing board in Schoeller Bank 
AG, Schoeller Holding AG, Leipnik Lunden-

burger Industrie AG and is founding mem-
ber of the Immofinanz AG. Furthermore, 
Helmut Falschlehner was Managing Direc-
tor of the Schienen-Infrastruktur Finanzie-
rungsgesellschaft (SCHIG), the association 
that conducts the finances of the Austrian 
rail network.

The foundation of IRE 
10 years ago was ba-
sed on Vienna’s genu-
ine legacy of having 
always played a cen-
tral role in connecting 
the countries and “regions of CEE. It is forming the right 
forum for regions and cities for their co-
operation based on real European va-
lues. The driving force of the Institution 
is its President Dr. Franz Schausberger, 
with his highly appreciated activities, 
based on his political and professional 
experience and personal charm.

Szabolcs Fazakas
Member of the European Court of 
Auditors

10 years IRE - a reason 
to celebrate! Strong 
regions are the back-
bone of a strong Eu-
ropean Union. The EU 
can only be successful 
when united in diver-“sity. The IRE makes an important con-
tribution to more closeness to citizens, 
more transparency, more efficiency and 
thus, for greater acceptance of EU policy 
by the population. To many more good 
and successful years!

Edmund Stoiber
Former Govenor of the Free State of 
Bavaria and Member of the IRE Board 
of Patrons
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The Conference of European Regions and Cities (CERC) was the very first conference 
organized by the IRE in 2004 in Salzburg. It takes place annually and therefore, forms 
one of the pillars of the IRE structure. The three-day conference brings together not 
only representatives from the subnational and national level, but also from EU institu-
tions, representatives of companies, NGO´s and research institutes as well as political 
theorists, authors, journalists and artists. 

On the one hand, best-practice examples and concepts are presented by high-profile 
speakers, which give the opportunity for new input. On the other hand, subjects and 
issues that are of concern to regions and cities can actively be discussed during panel 
discussions. 

In recent years the rapidly growing cities and shrinking rural areas are a trend that 
worries our members. Young people leave peripheral areas to find jobs in cities, 
where the population rises and causes a challenge to transportation, housing, edu-
cation and culture. Possible solutions had been discussed in the past years and the 
future strategy of cross-border cooperation for economy and politics was fostered.

The conference took place in several cities in Austria, such as Salzburg, Linz, Vienna. 
Living the cross-border approach, the IRE organized the 9th Conference in 2013 in two 
different cities, regions and countries, namely in Pamhagen, a city in the state Burgen-
land in Austria and in the neighbouring city Sopron, in the county of Györ-Monson-
Sopron in Hungary. The next conference will be held from 27 – 29 September 2015 
in Salzburg.

Boosting Europe‘s 
economic potential 
has never been so 
important. The IRE‘s 
initiative to bring 
enterprises, know-
ledge institutions, re-

gions and municipalities together is an 
excellent structure to spur on regional 
economies and to encourage growth, 
renewal and innovation. These are the 
seeds to recovery and competitiveness. 
In this anniversary year, I would like to 
congratulate you on your numerous 
achievements and I look forward to 
close cooperation for the many years to 
come.

Markku Markkula
President of the Committee of the 
Regions

foCus
conferences
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Unity in diversity – 
that is the motto of 
the European Union. 
The EU is more than 
just the sum of 28 dif-
ferent member states. 
What constitutes and “unites us is the wish for peace, quality of 
life and stability. Now more than ever, 
the European Union needs to stand for 
common values, solidarity and sustai-
nability. The EU can only be strong and 
meet the future challenges if it has the 
support of its regions and citizens, if we 
learn from one another and support 
each other. Peacekeeping has already 
proven itself in the past, and cross-bor-
der cooperation has become a crucial 
part to guarantee a peaceful future. Sin-
ce 10 years now, the IRE initiates activi-
ties and events to bring Europe closer to 
its citizens making regionalization and 
decentralization a key element of its 
outstanding work. Congratulations on 
the successful work and to many more 
years!

Christoph Leitl
President of the Austrian Economic 
Chambers

Peace, economic 
prosperity and so-
cial balance - these 
three fundamental 
values   are at the 
core of the Euro-
pean Union. But a 

well-functioning Europe can only exist, 
if people in their daily lives feel the ad-
vantages of the European concept.  A 
strong Europe needs strong cities and 
regions. For the past 10 years now, the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe is a 
forum for Europe‘s cities and regions, 
which contributes to the fact that they 
receive a special status within the EU. I 
congratulate the IRE on its anniversary.

Michael Häupl
Mayor of Vienna
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The main annual 
meeting: Conference 
of european regions 

and Cities
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Bavaria focuses on 
regional diversity and 
subsidiarity in Euro-
pe. I am very pleased 
that the IRE promotes 
this approach and 
supports the regions “in their development and cooperation 
efforts.

Horst Seehofer
Governor of the Free State of Bavaria

“
“

As Commissioner 
for European Neigh-
bourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Nego-
tiations it is one of 
my responsibilities 
to deepen relations “with the EU neighbours and supporting 
them in their effort to join the EU. The 
path to accession is long and several 
stages need to be completed. I highly 
appreciate the work of Prof. Dr. Schaus-
berger and his Institute, who is involved 
in cross-border cooperation not only 
in the EU, but also in the EU candidate 
countries. The regional and local level 
need support in its pre-accession de-
mocratic and economic reforms. I con-
gratulate the IRE in its essential work in 
Europe.

Johannes Hahn
EU Commissioner for European 
Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations
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High quality standards, top service 
as well as sustainable economic 
activities are the basic policies at 
Salzburg Airport. Being a company 
certified by EMAS (environmental 
management audit scheme), ISO 
14.001 as well as energy manage-
ment (ISO 50.001), the airport fully 
complies with the principle “Econo-
my in harmony with nature”.

One area, which has become incre-
asingly important as far as environmental technology is concer-
ned, is the vehicle fleet at Salzburg Airport. When purchasing new 
vehicles, the cost center administrator often decides in favour of 
vehicles driven by alternative motors, such as electronic power 
or natural gas. Electric vehicles are especially suited for the short 
distances on the main apron: they do not produce any noxious 
fumes and move almost noiselessly. Furthermore, electric mobili-
ty is also minded, when other equipment is purchased, including 
passenger stairs or ground power supply cars. 

Sustainability in all fields
Another increasingly important 
issue at the airport is the field of 
hygiene. Salzburg Airport may be 
seen as a forerunner in this area, 
focusing on concepts which save 
energy as well as resources. There 
is an in-house cleaning center offe-
ring an elaborate cleaning system, 
which allows saving detergents, is 
extremely efficient as far as hygiene 
is concerned and facilitates work for 
the staff. What makes the cleaning 

process special, is the fact that it requires hardly any water. Dir-
ty towels and cloths are washed in huge industrial washing ma-
chines, where they are cleaned, disinfected and pre-moisturized 
with cleaning agents. A fully automatic system adds the exact 
amount of detergent needed, to avoid using a higher dose than 
required. By the way, all cleaning agents used, are economically-
friendly products and degradable. All micro-fibre towels used for 
cleaning are sorted by colour in special cleaning containers, desi-
gned to make the work process easier. In this way the cleaning staff 
knows at first glance which cloths should be used for surfaces or 
floors, for instance. 

Another innovation can be found in some of the airport´s sanitary 
facilities. The usual hand driers have already been replaced in a few 
lavatories. Instead, you will find a combination of a hand drying- 
and hand washing-facility, according to the proven DYSON prin-
ciple.

foCus
info & partners
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Der perfekte Auftakt zur Reise

salzburg-airport.com

Flughafen Salzburg
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Smart City
The complex dimension of urban mobi-
lity has been discussed at several IRE ex-
pert conferences on green mobility. New 
measures for traffic and transport must be 
communicated properly by local decision 
makers to the citizens for them to under-
stand the necessity of the changes to the 
infrastructure. Smart Cities does not mean 
sacrifice but increased quality of life, espe-
cially taken under consideration that the 
population in urban areas increases rapid-
ly. There is no “one-size-fits-all” solutions 
for every city. On the contrary, every mu-
nicipality has different complexities which 
have to be taken into consideration when 
introducing new mobility instruments.The 
EU has the objective to transform cities 
into low-emission-zones and citizen-cent-
red areas by 2050. 

The conference aimes at analyzing the 
current traffic situation of European ci-
ties with historical centres and Euro-
pean regions, presenting best-practice 
examples, learning from the innovative 
traffic programmes and technological 
solutions as well as giving impulses for 
new activities, partnerships and projects. 
The overall challenge is to achieve a high 
quality of life in cities with an increasing 
population and increasing mobility de-
mand. 

Every city has a unique infrastructure but 
the objectives are the same. Hence, an 
excellent communication of European ci-
ties by providing best-practice examples 
is needed for successful implementation. 
City planners and citizens need to be open 
for a new understanding on sustainable 
urban culture.

Following the “Smart City” conferences in

w Tübingen 2012 (Germany), 
w Vienna 2013 (Austria), 
w Wrocław 2014 (Poland) 
w Trieste 2015 (Italy) 

the Institute of the Regions of Europe will 
continue the series of conferences on Ur-
ban Transport and Future Mobility in the 
future.

foCus
conferences

foCus
conferences  
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Broadband
 
The IRE started a conference series on 
Broadband supply on 27 May 2014 in Hall-
wang near Salzburg, where best-practice 
examples were presented and different 
approaches discussed. 

The development of broadband and high-
speed internet connections is crucial for 
the quality of a location. Only with access 
to high speed rural and border regions 
remain competitive. The aim of the con-
ference was to highlight best-practice ex-
amples for the development of regional 
and local IT and business locations on the 
way into the new digital age. An efficient 
telecommunication infrastructure contri-
butes to the development of interactive 
technologies, growth and innovation. 

The supply of remote, peripheral and rural 
regions with solid and ultra-fast informa-
tion highways is an important structural 
and socio-political necessity and is part of 
the classical task of public services, just as 
the comprehensive supply of all areas with 
telephone lines in the 1970s.

The aim of the conference was to highlight 
best-practice examples for the develop-
ment of regional and local IT and business 
locations on the way into the new digital 
age. The series was continued on 28th 
April 2015 in Linz, Austria.

w Hallwang / Salzburg 2014 (Austria)
w Linz 2015 (Austria)

regional 
Parliaments
 
Regional parliaments in EU Member States 
inform their citizens about values, rights 
and activities of the EU. Hence, the task 
of the regional assemblies in the EU can-
didate countries is to deal with the imple-
mentation of the EU legislation at an early 
stage and pass this information to the citi-
zens. The population must be made aware 
of the transformation, while the regional 
assemblies must prepare for accession in 
the best possible way. Therefore, the ob-
jective of the event series is to bring toge-
ther the parliamentary assemblies of the 
EU Member States and the EU candidate 
countries, so that latter can learn from the 
best-practice examples of the Member 
States.

The conference series started in 

w Dresden 2013 (Germany) and continu- 
 ed in 
w Vukovar 2013 (Croatia) and 
w Brčko 2014 (Bosnia and Herzegovina).

After each conference a declaration was 
written down to sum up all results and set 
goals for further actions and cooperation 
in this field.

event series: expert Conferences on special issues of current interest

The IRE is an impor-
tant link between the 
national policy, the 
European institutions 
and the regions, cities 
and municipalities of 
our country. The nu-“merous international events contribute 
significantly to the rise of the European 
idea in people´s minds, but above all, 
in people´s hearts. I cannot be grateful 
enough for the IRE´s contribution. The 
Austrian  Association  of Municipalities 
will be open for more joint projects. We 
are happy to help carrying the Europe-
an idea to our communities.

Helmut Mödlhammer
President of the Association of 
Austrian Municipalities
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Under the knowled-
geable leadership of 
the former governor 
of the Province of 
Salzburg, Prof. Dr. 
Franz Schausberger, 
the IRE has developed “into a central platform for the analysis 
of economic and regional policy chal-
lenges within Europe. Thanks to the 
extraordinary sense of dedication by 
the IRE team, a number of high-profile 
events and initiatives have been laun-
ched in the course of the last decade, 
with a consistent focus on target-driven 
solutions benefitting all of Europe‘s re-
gions. This permanent opportunity for 
dialog between politics and economics 
along with a strong personal sense of 
commitment by the organizers are the 
secret of success for IRE, at the same 
time providing an important criterion 
for the strengthening of regional initia-
tives within Europe.

Werner Weihs-Raabl
Managing Director Infrastructure 
Finance at Erste Group Bank AG

Institute of the Re-
gions of Europe is 
a symbol of the Eu-
ropean Union and 
its diversities. The 
IRE activities aims a 
promotion of regio-“nalization, decentralisation and cross 
border cooperation, as well as an in-
creasing number of its partners in the 
past ten years are the best illustration 
of its growing influence in the heart of 
EU. Novi Pazar has found its place in the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe very 
easily, as a family member sharing the 
same values and visions. This is why I 
am convinced that the future belongs 
to us.

Meho Mahmutović
Mayor of Novi Pazar, Serbia
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The IRE launched the EU project „Lu-
cky four-leaf clover“in cooperation 
with the European Commission in 

2010 and 2011.

The normal clover has three leaves, four 
leaves means “luck”. The focal points of 
the project were according to the PRINCE 
EU-27 programme and include mutual 
recognition of citizens of the regions and 
cities within the project area, passing on 
experiences and perceptions of the three 
EU member states Austria, Hungary and 
Slovenia on the one hand and formula-
ting expectations and apprehensions of 
the regions and communities of the (pre-
) candidate countries Croatia and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina on their EU entry on the 
other hand.

The project consists of six independent 
events, namely: Cafés d’Europe Régional, 
a school project under the title “My home-
land - Your homeland”, Europe Day cele-
bration, a touring exhibition, two expert 
conferences and an ecumenical European 
Peace Pilgrimage.

The intensive inclusion of the citizen living 
in the project regions and communities 

has priority for the realization of the activi-
ties. The IRE project was open to the public 
and covered an area with 1.752.000 inha-
bitants.

The six ”Café d’Europe Régional” in diffe-
rent regions stimulated the public debate 
about the EU enlargement agenda and fa-
miliarized people with the European idea. 
The European countries have to discover 
their European identity and their link to 
the European Union. Local politicians, re-
presentatives of the EU institutions, repre-
sentatives of the Chamber of Commerce 
and several foundations took part in the 
debate and answered questions to the 
students and citizens. The cafés took place 
in Brčko (BiH), Križevci (HR), Zalaegerszeg 
(HU), Maribor (SLO), Krapina (HR) and Jen-
nersdorf (A) and symbolize local cultures 
and our common European heritage.

The values of mutual understanding and 
acceptance must be taught already in 
school to foster the European integration. 
Therefore, the IRE started a school project. 
Pupils described their home region and its 
culture to their peers from neighbouring 
countries by writing a short essay. The coll-
ection of texts was published in the book 

It is very impressive 
that in a short pe-
riod of 10 years the 
Institute of the Regi-
ons of Europe (IRE) 
has grown into a re-
spectable European “international organization that brings 
together more than 130 members. It 
has been a great pleasure when 10 ye-
ars ago, as the President of the Region 
of Istria, I accepted the invitation of my 
friend Franz Schausberger to common-
ly establish the Institute. Today as a 
Member of the European Parliament I 
am more and more convinced that regi-
onalism and decentralization are topics 
that are rarely mentioned at the Euro-
pean level. Therefore, the existence and 
the activities of the Institute in Salzburg 
fully justify its role in promoting Europe-
an regionalism.

Ivan Jakovčić
Member of the European Parliament, 
Former President of Istria

foCus
special projects & events

foCus
special projects & events 

IRE  is sponsored by
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european Project drafted and realised by the ire: “Lucky Four Leaf Clover”

called “My homeland- Your homeland” and 
gives an insight into their opinions, visions 
and hopes.

An important day for Europe and its cul-
tures is Europe Day, which is celebrated 
every year on 9th of May. Under the title 
“Regional Identity in Common 
Europe” the IRE initiated a 
Europe Day in Szentgot-
thárd, Hungary, in 2011. To 
emphasize the com-
mon heritage 
delegations of 
folk groups 
took part in 
the common 
event and 
shared their 
culture with 
the partici-
pants.

Besides books, folk dances 
and discussions also a coll-
ection of 36 paintings was 
exhibited in several places of 
the five project regions. The touring exhi-
bition was named “Regional Culture= Eu-
ropean Culture” and showed how regional 

artists are embedded in European art.

Furthermore, two expert conferences were 
organized on the topics of “Experiences 
within the European Union“and “Expec-
tations toward the European Union“. The 
conferences took place in Güssing (A) and 

in Varaždin (Croatia).

To round up the project, 
an ecumenical European 

Peace Pilgrimage 
took place on 9 

October 2011 
in Maria Bild, 
W e i c h s e l -
baum (A). 
During the 
enlargement 

p r o c e s s , 
churches of 

different religions 
can contribute to 
ensure a peaceful 
and common spi-

rit of tolerance and 
coexistence. It is absolu-

tely necessary that EU enlargement is not 
only dictated by the laws of the market but 
also by social fairness. 

The Institute of the 
Regions of Europe 
(IRE) and the Europe-
an Investment Bank 
(EIB) share a joint vi-
sion: That of a Europe 
of prospering regions “connecting citizens and economies. 
Much has been achieved and more is to 
be expected for the future – such as the 
roll-out of financial instruments under 
the European Structural and Invest-
ment Funds (http://www.fi-compass.
eu/). I look forward to the IRE’s work 
during the next decade of our European 
project.

Wilhelm Molterer
Vice-President of the European 
Investment Bank
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They have nerves of steel: 
The APG line teams need 

to keep balance.
Credit: Karl Michalski

The balance of generation and consumption

Electricity supply is based on a fundamental physical principle that 
is very simple: every single second, precisely as much electricity 
must be generated as is being consumed at that moment. The rea-
son for this is that electricity cannot be stored at will. If the balance 
is disrupted, large-scale outages can occur.

„Maintaining the balance every single second between generation 
and consumption is the core task of Austrian Power Grid,“ explains 
Dr. Ulrike Baumgartner-Gabitzer, CEO of APG. „What may appear 
simple becomes a daily balancing act due to the current changes 
in the European electricity sector: The higher the share of electri-
city generated from wind power as part of the overall supply, the 
greater the fluctuations that the electricity grid has to balance out. 
This also means that grid operators such as APG have to intervene 
more frequently.“

The balancing act of electricity supply – 
Austrian Power grid (APg) must strengthen grid
The European electricity supply is undergoing a transition. The construction of many additional wind and 
photovoltaic power plants calls for increased efforts in order to maintain the necessary balance between 
electricity generation and consumption at all times.

Coffee houses have a long traditi-
on in Central Europe: A places to 
meet, discuss and exchange diffe-

rent opinions and ideas. The IRE continues 
with this social heritage and has started a 
series of Café d’Europe Régional in 2006. 
The main aim of these events is to use the 
relaxed atmosphere of a traditional coffee 
house in order to discuss EU topics such as 
the integration process and the participa-
tion of civil society with young people and 
citizens. High-profile representatives, lea-
ders and thinkers from politics, diploma-
cy and economy as well as an interested 
audience are invited to discuss and offer 
concepts and views.

foCus
special projects & events
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APG invests in a secure electricity future

Wind and photovoltaic power require an electricity grid that can 
handle even great power fluctuations. „The restructuring of our 
electricity supply towards renewable energy sources requires huge 
investments in our electricity grid,“ says Baumgartner-Gabitzer. „In 
the next ten years, we will invest over 100 million euros annually 
to improve our facilities. This is the only way to maintain the high 
standard of the Austrian electricity supply.“

One very central project is the Salzburg line. Over 600 million eu-
ros are flowing into this project alone. Investments in the national 
electricity grid are important investments in the future and an im-
portant impulse for the national economy. Around 80 percent of 
the invested funds benefit the Austrian economy.

You can find further information at 
www.apg.at

To us who live in the 
Autonomous Pro-
vince of Vojvodina,  
interregional coope-
ration is the primary 
method of communi-
cation with our part-“ners throughout Europe. Only decen-
tralised states are able to understand 
the needs of their citizens and know 
how to meet them efficiently.  The tenth 
anniversary from the establishment is a 
great jubilee and I truly believe that the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe will 
continue to develop to the benefit of all 
of its 130 members from 20 countries.

Bojan Pajtić
President of the Government 
of Vojvodina. Novi Sad, Serbia

48 Cafés d‘Europe Régional

2006: in the capitals of all (then) 25 
member states plus Romania and 
Bulgaria

2007: 
Linz, Austria
Koprivnica, Croatia

2008: 
Bjelovar, Croatia
Novi Sad, Serbia
Sopron, Hungary

2009: 
Slatina, Croatia
Virovitica, Croatia

2010:
Zalaegerszeg, Hungary 
Jennersdorf, Austria

2011:
Brčko, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Maribor, Slovenia  
Križevci, Croatia
Krapina, Croatia

2012:
Arad, Romania
Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Piteşti, Romania

2013:
České Budějovice, Czech Republic
Satu Mare, Romania
Neumarkt am Wallersee, Austria

2014:
Salzburg, Austria
Braşov, Romania

event-Hit: 
Café d‘europe régional
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It is not just a edifice -  
it is the base of your future.

Kindergarden,  Bad Vigaun

Find here our current offers:
www.salzburg-wohnbau.at
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Board of 
Patrons
The IRE was born from the wish to 
strengthen the regions and cities of Eu-
rope. Apart from the operational instru-
ments and procedures, also a high-level 
backing is needed. Well-known and im-
portant personalities of the public life 
in Europe support the IRE by signing the 
public declaration. Politicians, artists and 
authors are a cornerstone of ideas and vi-
sions and their support constitutes also a 
proof of our credibility and demonstrates 
our determination to the European prin-
ciples of peace, solidarity and subsidiarity.

The patrons signed the following decla-
ration: “The Institute of the Regions of 
Europe (IRE) is a European, supra-regional, 
non-party and independent institution 
for all European regions and municipali-
ties inside and outside of the EU, with the 
aim to strengthen the political as well as 
the economic position of the regions and 
municipalities in Europe. The IRE’s activity 
hence corresponds to the idea of a “Europe 
of the Regions” at the basis of the principle 
of Subsidiarity, which is one of the sup-
porting pillars of the European Union and 
which is also defined in the Lisbon Treaty. 
I do support the aims of the Institute of 
the Regions of Europe (IRE) and I agree on 
being member of the “Board of Patrons”.

foCus
members, friends & supporters

In the past ten years the IRE was awarded several times for its in-
volvement and commitment in the regions.

In 2011 the IRE received the award  EUROPAN  by the European 
Forum Burgenland for its activities in the regions of Central and 
Eastern Europe. The European Forum Burgenland has the goal to 
go beyond borders, create a marketplace of ideas and act as a Pan-
nonian think-tank (left picture).
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The “Danube Flower Award 2014” of the Danube Business Forum 
was recently handed over to the IRE for its involvement and com-
mitment in South-Eastern Europe. The “Danube Flower” is awarded 
to outstanding institutions and individuals who have contributed 
to the development of the Danube Region, the Danube Strategy 
and the promotion of its values through their work, dedication and 
creativity. The Statuette “Danube Flower” is the work of painter Mi-
livoje Unković from Serbia (right picture).

Awards

Dr. Benita FERRERO-
WALDNER

Former EU-
Commissioner for 
External Relations 
and European 
Neighbourhood 
Policy 

Karel 
SCHWARZENBERG

Former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Czech 
Republic

Dr. Johannes HAHN

European Commissioner 
for European 
Neighbourhood Policy 
and Enlargement 
Negotiations 
(not active during his current 
function)

Jean-Claude 
JUNCKER

President of the 
European Commission
(not active during his 
current function)
 

Dr. Wolfgang 
SCHÜSSEL

Former Federal 
Chancellor of Austria

Dr. Edmund STOIBER

Former President of 
the State of Bavaria

Hubert von GOISERN

Song Writer and World 
Musician

 

Dr. Theo WAIGEL

Former Federal 
Minister for Finance, 

Germany
 

Dr. Helmut KOHL

Former Federal 
Chancellor of Germany

 

Dr. Ivo JOSIPOVIC

Former President of the 
Republic of Croatia
 

Prof. Benjamin R. 
BARBER

Political theorist and 
author of the book „If 

Mayors Ruled the 
World“
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ire-network:
connecting regions, 
cities, institutions and 
companies

Institute of the Regions of Europe
Nonntaler Hauptstraße 58, 5020 Salzburg – Austria

T: +43 662 84 32 88 10     •     F: +43 662 84 32 88 5050
office@institut-ire.eu     •     www.institut-ire.eu 

Find and follow us on:

The ire Team is looking 
forward to your contact

from left: Martina Balažic, 
Joanna Chmielecki, 
Secretary-General Joachim Fritz

In its ten years the 
IRE has impressively 
shown how sustai-
nable, stable and at-
tractive interregional 
cooperation can be. 
The IRE develops a “multitude of interregional contacts for 
its members and has thus established a 
successful European network. Congra-
tulations!

Volker Bouffier
Governor of Hessia

The City of Ljublja-
na is proud to have 
joined the Institute 
of the Regions of Eu-
rope. We are pleased 
IRE has recognised 
the immense im-“portance of sustainable development 
of cities to which we ascribe ourselves, 
as demonstrated by the prestigious title 
European Green Capital 2016 awarded 
to Ljubljana. Allow me to extend my 
sincere congratulations on your anni-
versary and wish you all the best in your 
future activities!

Zoran Janković
Mayor of the City of Ljubljana



DomQuartier Salzburg
Residenzplatz 1 / Domplatz 1a, 5020 Salzburg

Tel.: + 43 662 8042 2109
domquartier@salzburg.gv.at

www.domquartier.at

The 
DomQuartier 
of salzburg – 
More than a 

Museum

Over 15,000 magnificent square metres and 2,000 stunning exhibits 
from 1,300 moving years, the DomQuartier Salzburg invites you to take 
a unique tour through Salzburg’s Baroque heart.

Salzburg’s DomQuartier opened its doors one year ago. Architecturally, 
it includes the self-contained ensemble of the Residenz Palace, the Ca-
thedral, St. Peter’s Abbey, and the “Wallistrakt”. This impressive district 
invites visitors to follow the trail of the powerful prince archbishops on 
a varied and spectacular, 1.3-kilometre-long tour.

More than 400 years ago, the archbishops began transforming Salzburg 
into a Baroque jewel, following the Italian example. The Cathedral and 
Residenz Palace formed a centre of power for these territorial heads of 
state, who were equally secular and spiritual rulers. With the political 
separation of the spiritual and secular spheres of power, the connecting 
doors were also closed.

The DomQuartier has opened these doors again and has given new life 
to an historic idea. The architectural link was restored – together with St. 
Peter’s Benedictine Abbey – creating a unique, internationally-oriented 
museum project. With this merger, 200 years of Salzburg’s great history 
have been once again made comprehensible and ready to be directly 
experienced.

Visitors experience the interplay of state and church history, art, and 
architecture. There are also imposing views of the city centre and city 
mountains to be enjoyed. In addition to the unparalleled architectural 
masterpieces, the luxuriously decorated rooms, and valuable artistic 
treasures, the DomQuartier offers a wealth of special tours, events, 
workshops and exciting special exhibits. It is a lively meeting place that 
encourages visitors to keep coming back. 
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Opening hours 
Daily except Tuesday, 
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Open seven days a week 
in July and August, 

Wednesday 10:00 A.M. – 8:00 P.M.


