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Today Europe is turning a page. After years of fighting to 
restore our fiscal credibility and to promote reform, today 
we are adding the third point of a virtuous triangle: An am-
bitious, yet realistic ‚Investment Plan for Europe‘. Europe 
needs a kick-start and today the Commission is supplying 
the jump cables.
Investing in Europe: It means much more than figures and 
projects, money and rules. We need to send a message to 
the people of Europe and to the rest of the world: Europe 
is back in business. This is not the moment to look back. In-
vestment is about the future.
We need structural reforms to modernise and preserve 
our social market economy. We need fiscal responsibility 
to restore confidence and the sustainability of our public 
finances. And to complete this virtuous omne trium perfec-
tum (rule of three) we now need to boost investment. No 
tree can grow on soil and air alone, the Investment Plan we 
are presenting today is the watering can.
For the first time, the European Commission is presenting 
all three components of Europe‘s future economic success 
together. Not pitched one against the other, but grouped in 
one single, simple message: Namely, that Europe can offer 
hope both to its future generations and to the rest of the 
world, as a promising, attractive hub for jobs, growth and 
investment.
Why are we doing this?
First, because not only are we faced with a serious invest-
ment gap; we are caught in an investment trap. When I talk 
to investors, they all agree that Europe is an attractive place 
to invest in. But then I look at the figures, they tell a different 
story: investment levels in the EU are down to €370 billion 
below the historical pre-crisis norms. While investment is 
taking off in the U.S., Europe is lagging behind. Why? Be-
cause investors lack confidence, credibility and trust.
Secondly, because we are confronted with a major paradox: 
despite the huge liquidity in the world‘s money markets 
and corporate bank accounts, investment in Europe is not 
rebounding.
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Thirdly, because our public resources are stretched: our 
debt levels have increased from 60% of our GDP to 90% in 
the space of just a few years. Public expenditure already re-
presents close to 50% of EU GDP. What we need is a smart 
use of public money, geared to unlocking investment. Pu-
blic expenditure should be used for what it is best at doing: 
funding our schools and welfare systems, not servicing our 
debt.
I often hear that we need ‚fresh‘ money. What I believe we 
really need is a fresh start and fresh investment. Others say 
we need more debt. We do not. National budgets are alrea-
dy stretched. The EU operates on balanced budgets and the 
abundant liquidity can allow Europe to grow without crea-
ting new debt. We will not betray our children and grand-
children and write more checks that they will ultimately 
have to pay off. We will not betray the rules of the Stability 
and Growth Pact that we have agreed jointly – this is a mat-
ter of credibility. However, if Member States chip in capital 
to the Fund, we will not take these contributions into ac-
count in our assessments under the Pact.
What we are going to do is to set up the right system that 
will use available public money to leverage additional capi-
tal that would have never otherwise been mobilised. Every 
public euro mobilised can generate additional investment 
that would not have happened otherwise. And it can create 
jobs.
Let me clear about one thing – the money we are putting 
forward today comes on top of what already exists. It comes 
on top of the €630 billion that is about to be unlocked from 
the structural and investment funds at national and regio-
nal level. It comes on top of what the European Investment 
Bank has already been able to do so far. After the capital 
increase of €10 billion, the EIB shipped €180 billion to the 
real economy. It comes on top of EU programmes such as 
the Connecting Europe Facility, Horizon 2020 and ‚COSME‘ 
which are already investing in infrastructure, innovation 
and Europe‘s SMEs.
Perhaps most importantly, it comes on top of what Member 
States can do to help themselves. For Member States must 

also support the investment environment through a better 
use of public money and a greater commitment to structu-
ral reforms.
Let me explain what my vision is for where this money 
should go:
I have a vision of school children in Thessaloniki walking 
into a brand new classroom, decked out with computers.
I have a vision of a hospital in Florence saving lives with 
state-of-the-art medical equipment.
I have a vision of a French commuter being able to charge 
his electric car along the motorway in the same way we fill 
up on petrol today.
Households and companies want to benefit from technolo-
gical progress and are crying out for action to become more 
energy-efficient.
Our energy sector needs to interconnect networks and 
markets, integrate renewable sources of energy and diver-
sify our sources of supply.
Our transport sector has to modernise its infrastructure, re-
duce congestion and improve trade connections. Our envi-
ronment needs better waste, recycling and water treatment 
facilities.
We need far-reaching and faster broadband and smarter 
data centres across Europe.
And we need to invest in our education and innovation sys-
tems that are often underfunded and less equipped than 
those of our key competitors. Investing in people –this is 
what the social market economy is about. In Europe; we 
spell ‚social‘ with a capital ‚S‘.]
Our Plan is built on three main pillars:
1. We are creating a new European Fund for Strategic Invest-

ments, guaranteed with public money from the EU bud-
get and the European Investment Bank (EIB). The Fund 
will be able to mobilise €315 billion over the next three 
years.
The Commission has put up €8 billion from the EU bud-
get. This backs up a €16 billion guarantee given to the 
Fund. Topped up by another €5 billion from the EIB. That 
makes €21 billion.With a €21 billion reserve, the EIB can 
give out loans of €63 billion. That‘s €63 billion of fresh fi-
nancing we‘ve just injected into the economy. But the EIB 
will not be acting alone. The EIB will be financing the ris-
kier parts of projects worth 315 billion, meaning private 
investors will be pitching in the remaining €252 billion.
And yet some say this is not enough. This is the greatest 
effort in European history to mobilise the EU‘s budget to 
trigger additional investment – and without changing 
the rules. We have managed to pull an unprecedented 
€8 billion out of the EU budget! Just ask your national 
governments how difficult it is to make those kinds of 
savings.
I know some of you are worried about the impact on the 
research and infrastructure allocations. You fear that re-
directing money from the Horizon 2020 and Connecting 
Europe budget lines will mean that money is lost. But 
this is not the case. Every euro from these programmes 
paid into the Fund creates €15 euros for those very same 
research and infrastructure projects. We are not just mo-
ving money around, we are maximising its input.
If Member States step up to the plate and contribute 
to the Fund, then the knock-on effect of this significant 
amount will be even bigger.

2. We are setting up a credible project pipeline backed by 
a technical assistance programme to link investments to 
mature, growth-generating projects of European signifi-
cance. It is not the job of politicians to choose projects. It 
will be done by the technicians who have the experience 
and know-how to do so. The Fund will have a dedicated 
Investment Committee made up of experts that will have 
to validate every project from a commercial and societal 
perspective and based on what value-added they can 
have to the EU as a whole.

3. We are proposing an ambitious roadmap to make Europe 
more attractive and remove red-tape and regulatory bot-
tlenecks. The answer is not just financial. It is also regula-
tory. A single EU Regulation can replace 28 sets of laws. 
This is the best simplification machine.

There are still important steps that we need to take as of to-
morrow. This is only the beginning. That is why today I want 
to call on all those who say they to want to put Europe back 
on the path of strong growth:
1. Member States should join in and multiply the impact 

of the Fund even further. Every public Euro mobilised 
in the Fund can generate about €15 of investment. My 
pledge to you in turn, as I already mentioned, is that in 
the assessment of public finances under the Stability and 
Growth Pact, the Commission will not count such capi-
tal contributions to the Fund. That‘s European solidarity. 
That‘s what working together for the greater good looks 
like.

2. The €315 billion of total expected investment is not a cei-
ling. If we are successful, as I believe we will be, we can 
even go beyond this.

3. We need a broad political consensus in the European Par-
liament and the European Council that will endorse the 
Investment Plan and validate its content, structure and 
objectives. We need a Coalition of the ‚willing to invest‘.

Let me, however, be very clear: we need political endor-
sement and backing, but not politicisation of the Plan. No 
political fiddling with projects, no national wish-lists. This is 
a major credibility test that has to be convincing to private 
investors and the world financial markets. Here too, I count 
on the EIB‘s professionalism, experience and expertise.
What we propose here can be done at EU level alone. Less 
than a month into the mandate of my Commission, we are 
taking responsibility and we are delivering. I now invite 
others to follow suit and show they too are ready to play 
ball.
This is an investment offensive that optimises our economic 
policy. We are focusing on long-term, large-scale Europe-
an investment to create jobs. We are also targeting SMEs – 
Europe‘s job creators – to give a boost to the real economy.
We will stand tall on three pillars: the money, the projects 
and the rules to create the right business environment.
We are offering hope to millions of Europeans disillusioned 
after years of stagnation. Yes, Europe can still become the 
epicentre of a major investment drive. Yes, Europe can grow 
again. Yes, the European social model will persevere.
Now that we are going in the right direction, there will be 
no turning back.
 
(Slightly shortened version of the speech of President Jean-
Claude Juncker in the European Parliament plenary session, 
Strasbourg, 26 November 2014)

I have a vision…
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Conference in Brčko District, 20-21 October 2014: 

Brčko District as Motor for Bosnia-Herzegovina

Regional parliaments in the EU Member States inform 
their citizens about values, rights and activities of the EU. 
Hence, the task of the regional assemblies in the EU can-
didate countries is to deal with the implementation of the 
EU legislation at an early stage and pass this information 
to the citizens. The population must be made aware of 
the transformation, while the regional assemblies must 
prepare for accession in the best possible way. Thus, the 
objective of the event series is to bring the parliamentary 
assemblies of the EU Member States and the EU candi-
date countries together, so that latter can learn from the 
best-practice examples of the Member States.

Participants from 10 European countries attended the 
conference in Brčko, which was opened by the IRE-Chair-
man Franz Schausberger, the President of the Assembly 
of the Brčko District Djordja Kojić and the Mayor of Brčko 
Anto Domić. Brčko  is a neutral, self-governing admini-
strative unit in north-eastern  Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(BiH), under the sovereignty of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It 
is formally a part of both BiH entities: the Republika Srpska 
and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. „Contrary 
to the rest of the country, Brčko District is a step ahead 
in implementing EU policies,” said Schausberger, who 
is currently CoR rapporteur for the opinion on the enlar-
gement report 2013/2014 of the European Commission. 
Brčko District and the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina 
in Serbia already fulfil many criteria for an EU accession, 

from left: Alexander Picker, CEO of Hypo Group Alpe Adria 
AG, Djordja Kojic, Franz Schausberger and Anto Domic 

Franz Schausberger and Cristian  Mazedonschi, Member of 
the City Council Braşov (RO)

more than their national states. Even so, they need to be pati-
ent as only the whole state can join the EU. Both regions shall 
act as motor for their nation states and push the rest of the 
country through reforms, Schausberger continued. Regions 
need to be involved in the process from the very beginning.

In three panel discussions detail aspects regarding the ex-
change of information between the supra-national and local 
level as well as between the regional authorities and the regio-
nal population were analyzed.

The European Commission holds EU representation offices in 
almost all EU regions and further offices around the world, one 
also in Brčko. The activities of the office aim at preparing BiH 
for its membership to the EU, which is firmly tied to the sove-
reignty, unity and territorial integrity of the country. Slavomir 
Goga and Nataša Malinić, who work in the EU representation 
in Brčko, reported on the actions and partners. It works close-
ly with its partners, which include firstly, the citizens of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina who are the main motivation for beneficiari-
es of the country‘s EU integration, secondly, the institutions of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina at all levels and thirdly, the civil soci-
ety of the country including NGOs, the academic community, 
the business community, political parties and special interest 
groups. The EU representation in Brčko has launched a plan for 
a public administration reform. The country‘s administrative 
structures need to be strengthened substantially in order to 
respond effectively to the requirements of the EU integration 

Is subsidiarity just an empty promise?

by Dr. Anto Domić
Mayor of Brcko District of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina

Between central institutions at the 
European level and their citizens, we 
have regional governments and par-
liaments which deal with concrete 
challenges. In practice, this level of go-
vernance is responsible for providing 
good conditions of living standards 
to their citizens.  Nevertheless, the de-“cisions of the central authorities set the framework for action 
which should be implemented through the regions. Still, the 
central question remains: To what extent can the regions carry 
out their functions without proper support of the EU and state 
authorities? Therefore, subsidiarity as a concept reflects not only 
a transfer of authority, but also stands for strengthening of the 
regions’ capacities.
Which level of power should take actions with the aim of sustai-
nable development? A changing world requires more flexibility 
in making decisions that have long-term consequences. In such 
environment, citizens must be a partner in a true meaning of the 
word. The history has taught us that citizens have the real po-
wer for changes in the world. Therefore, the role of the regions in 
connecting citizens and the EU institutions is not only welcomed, 
but it is more a crucial. I believe that the regions are one of the 
key stakeholders for the implementation of measures to assure 
that the European Union maintains a great place for prosperity.
The greatest challenges of our time are being reflected through 
reducing employment and increasing poverty. Subsidiarity ena-
bles new possibilities of citizens’ participation, which can be ap-
plied to the functioning of cohesion. Therefore, the EU policies 
of cohesion through support to less developed regions seem to 
be very positive action of the European Union. For the transiti-
on countries, this issue is very important. Countries seeking the 
European Union membership have to strengthen their capaci-
ties to deal with the major challenges. In this respect, the regi-
ons in transition countries should be strengthened in order to 
be able to equally cooperate with the EU regions. Therefore, the 
exchange of experience between the transition regions and the 
regions in the EU is of great importance.
A recent conference in Brcko, organized by the Institute of the 
Regions of Europe, is an excellent example of sharing experience 
between different regions. We had the opportunity to learn how 
regions in the European Union cooperate and take actions to 
maintain sustainable development. Having in mind the effects 
of the EU law, we realized that citizens should be consulted be-
fore the adoption of the regulations in order to avoid any ne-
gative effect and to be prepared for institutional actions. Hence, 
the task of the regional authorities in the EU candidate and po-
tential candidate countries is to deal with the implementation 
of the EU legislation at an early stage and pass this information 
to the citizens.
I wish to emphasize the role of regional associations. With their 
engagement, it is possible to communicate the interests of the 
regions and their citizens toward the European Union. Therefore, 
I want to express my gratitude to the Institute of the Regions of 
Europe and to Mr. Schausberger on his commitment for impro-
ving the status of all the regions in Europe.

FOCUS
Conference 

in Brčko
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Most EU legislation has been implemented at local and regional level but the communication on EU topics rarely takes place 
in cities and regions. Citizens are not well informed, which causes an indifference or even negative resentment towards the 
EU. This also applies to the EU candidate countries. Candidate countries need to implement EU legislation already in the 
preparation stage to guarantee a smooth transition to the EU. In order to bridge the gap between the EU policy, regional 
decision-makers and their citizens, the IRE continued its event series „Regional Assemblies and Parliaments“ in Brčko (BiH) 
from 20th to 21st October 2014, after the previous expert conferences in Dresden (DE) and Vukovar (HR) in 2013. The topic of 
the conference „The Contribution of Regional Assemblies and Parliaments to the implementation and communication of EU 
policies“ was discussed from different perspectives during three panel discussion rounds.

process. The process of reforming the public administration 
lacks the necessary political support. This is needed to moder-
nise the administrations not only for the EU integration purpo-
se but primarily in order to meet the expectations of its citizens 
and support businesses. 

Understanding the EU is a key factor for citizens. Cristian 
Macedonschi, Member of the City Council in Braşov, Romania, 
stressed the necessity to implement EU projects and inform on 
the projects, raising the standard of living and making citizens 
understand and appreciate the EU. The IRE Cafe d’ Europe is 
such an event, which informs citizens on EU policies, the latest 
developments and contributes to an overall clearer perception 
of the results.

The Austrian Ambassador to BiH, H.E. Martin Pammer sup-
ports the idea of cross-border cooperation. He has seen pro-
jects and partners cooperating and learning from each other 
more successful on regional than national scale. Regions and 
cities need support in schooling officials regarding the appli-
cation for funds and projects and exchange knowledge with 
other EU cities. A very active community with regard to cross-
border cooperation is the German Speaking Community in 
Belgium. Alexander Miesen, Senator and Vice President of 
the Parliament of the German Speaking Community in Eu-
pen informed the participants on the situation of the German 
Speaking Community in Belgium, which has a fair degree of 
autonomy, especially in language and cultural matters, but still 
remains a part of the predominantly French speaking  region 
Wallonia. It is entitled within its competences to conclude in-
ternational agreements with other countries. The regional par-
liaments and communities in Belgium have a special position 
with a high degree of autonomy. 

Lukas Mandl, Member of the Regional Parliament of Lower 
Austria, pointed at the importance of the newly established 
Principle of Subsidiarity, which was introduced to make agree-
ments and legislation more efficient and comprehensive. The 
Principle determines in which cases the EU is competent to le-
gislate and conducts to take the decisions as closely as pos 

from left:Alexander Picker, CEO of Hypo Group Alpe 
Adria AG, Professor Jugoslav Jovičić, University of Trav-
nik (BiH) and Milorad Ćirko, Mayor of Šipovo (BiH)

www



6 newsregion 35 / december14 7newsregion 35 / december14

which was organized by the Institute of the Regions of Europe 
(IRE) in close cooperation with the Central European Initiative 
(CEI), the Council of Europe, European Commission, the Austri-
an Federal Ministry of European and International Affairs, Brčko 
District and the Assembly of Brčko District on 20/21 October 
2014 in Brčko, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the representatives of 
regional assemblies and parliaments from Austria, Belgium, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Germany, Italy, Poland, Romania, 
Serbia and Slovenia agreed on the following:

1. The Lisbon Treaty offers to Regional Assemblies and Parliaments 
new rights and opportunities. Regional parliamentary involve-
ment improves the overall democratic legitimacy of the EU.

2. Regional assemblies and parliaments not only of the EU-Mem-
ber States but also of the Candidate and Pre-candidate Countries 
play a key role for European integration and mediation of Euro-
pean values and policies despite of their different responsibilities, 
capacities and resources.

3. Members of regional assemblies and parliaments of the regions 
should act as “regional ambassadors of the EU” to convey the poli-
cies of the European Union to its citizens and communicate the in-
terests of the people to the EU institutions. The European Union de-
pends on the activity of regional (and local) politicians. Fact is that 
members of regional assemblies often lack incentives to become 
active in EU politics and have often less knowledge about EU affairs. 
4. Therefore, regional assemblies and parliaments seek to intensify 
the exchange of experiences and know-how. Institutional capaci-
ties of regional assemblies and parliaments have to be improved.

5. In order to fulfil this task, all regional assemblies and parlia-
ments should set up an institutional platform for European Affairs, 
EU Policies and EU Communication, which regularly deals with the 
current issues of EU policies.

6. An annual conference shall be organised, where representatives 
of regional assemblies, parliaments and EU administration gather 
for deliberation on current EU topics and politics. The next confe-
rence will be held in Novi Sad, Serbia in autumn 2015 and will be 
organized by the IRE.

DECLARATION OF BRČKO:    (On the occasion of the conference)

“ The contribution of Regional Assemblies and Parliaments to implementation and    
 communication of EU policies,”

7. Regional assemblies and parliaments should be consulted and 
involved in European issues by national parliaments, central go-
vernments and regional executives according to the multi-level-
governance-system of the EU.

8. Thus, it is necessary that the regional assemblies and parlia-
ments are regularly and automatically informed about European 
affairs by the regional governments and that the inter-parliamen-
tary European structures are opened up to the regional assemblies 
and enable them to take part in the IPEX platform.

9. Regional assemblies and parliaments are encouraged to invite 
representatives of the European Parliament, Committee of the Re-
gions, Council of Europe and the European Commission to their 
deliberations in order to provide the latest EU information and 
data.

10. Members of the regional assemblies and parliaments should 
conduct visits to Brussels, Luxemburg and Strasbourg to expe-
rience the EU institutions sûr place and their way of work directly.

11. Regional assemblies and parliaments are encouraged to deal 
with issues of cross-border regional cooperation more intensively.

12. Subnational assemblies and parliaments are invited to use so-
cial media such as Facebook or Twitter for communication on EU 
policies.

13. Regional assemblies and parliaments should strengthen their 
involvement in “Open Days” activities of the Committee of the Re-
gions in October 2015/2016 and take advantage of the network of 
the EU institutions in Brussels.

14. All existing forms of inter-parliamentary cooperation and com-
munication should be used more intensively. The system for pu-
blic consultation of the European Commission should also be used 
by regional assemblies and parliaments.

15. Overall, the dialogue between regional assemblies and 
parliaments, national parliaments, the European Parliament 
and the European Commission as well as between the sub-
national assemblies themselves needs to be strengthened. 
  
Brčko, 20./21. October 2014

        sible to the citizen. This means that the Union acts only 
if the objectives of the measures cannot be realized at local, 
regional or national level. It is fundamental to the functioning 
of the EU, and more specifically to European decision-making.

One of the model states regarding regional and local develop-
ment is Poland. Poland was in a devastating situation in the 
1980s. There has not been a democratic system and the coun-
try was facing economic stagnation. Poland immediately got 
prepared for the EU membership after the fall of the commu-
nism using the Cohesion Policy, which has had a great impact 
on the state. Administration reforms were launched, staff was 
trained to apply for all funds and the result shows that it has 
paid off. Izabela Gorczyca, Coordinator of the Polish Delegati-
on to the Committee of the Regions in Brussels reported on the 

problems Poland faced and its development throughout the 
14 years of EU preparation. People sought for reforms and were 
kept informed about it at all levels. In Poland, 80% of those who 
took part in the survey said they had heard about EU-funded 
projects in their area. Meanwhile, in eight member states less 
than one in four were aware of EU-supported projects in their 
area. They include Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germa-
ny, Ireland and the Netherlands. The question of EU awareness, 
hence, needs to be improved in the old MS, too.

In this context, important results were summarized in the „De-
claration of Brčko. It was agreed to promote more effective 
measures in order to strengthen the regional parliaments and 
assemblies as well as on means for better communication of 
information to the citizens.

Brčko District  and 
Regional Assembly 

Brcko
Regional

The Memorandum of Understanding between Brcko 
District and the European Movement in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina was signed during the conference. Ambassador 
Martin Pammer (second from left) testified the signing of 
the Memorandum.

Izabela Gorczyca, Coordinator of the Polish Delegation to 
the Commitee of the Regions in Brussels and Lukas Man-
dl, Member of the Regional Parliament, Lower Austria, St. 
Pölten (AT)

Kristina Černok, Senior Advisor for International Coope-
ration and EU Affairs, Vukovar-Srijem County(HR), Ilija 
Stojanović, Brčko District, (BiH) and Alexander Miesen, 
Vice President of the Parliament of the German speaking 
community, Eupen (BE)

Students participating in the conference

www
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Local Elections in Slovenia

The Trend of Independent Mayors

Among the big winners of the local elections in Slovenia 
which were held on October 5th, 2014 were Ljubljana‘s Zoran 
Janković and Koper‘s Boris Popovič, who managed to over-
come several criminal investigations into their dealings and 
take convincing victories in the first round. Janković secured 
nearly 60 % of the votes in the capital defeating centre-right 
challenger Damijan Damjanovič, an independent candidate 
backed by virtually all major right-leaning parties, who won 
around 22 %. This is Janković‘s third consecutive term even 
though his party Positive Slovenia (PS) was ousted from the 
national parliament in the general election which took place 
on 13 July. The party of Prime Minister Miro Cerar (SMC) 
fielded 40 candidates for mayors across the country, but none 
of them was able to win or force a run-off. Still, PM Miro Cerar 
was happy with the first effort of his party at local level given 
the short time to prepare after the general election in July. The 
SMC emerged as the second party in a number of the local 
councils, which, Cerar said, showed it had gained a footprint 
at local level. However, the opposition Democratic Party (SDS) 
rejected this, assessing that the current government forces 
were given a vote of no-confidence in the poll which usually 
does not reflect the balance of power at national level. The SDS 
emerged as the most successful party, winning 14.75 %, ahead 
of the SMC with 10.53 %, according to the results of the Natio-
nal Electoral Commission.

Confirming a trend of recent years, independent mayoral 
candidates and lists were the preferred choice in many mu-
nicipalities, winning 82 of the 155 decided mayoral posts and 
nearly 30 % of all local council votes. The People‘s Party (SLS), 
a traditional power in local elections, foremost in the smaller 
rural municipalities, rebounded from being booted from the 
parliament by picking up 24 mayoral seats in the first round, 
the most of any party. The SDS was second with 17, followed 
by the Social Democrats (SD) with 12 and New Slovenia (NSi) 
with 7. The Pensioners‘ Party (DeSUS) won one mayoral seat. 

A second round of local elections was held on October 19th 
2014.

Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u

Second Round of the Elections
 
The second round of the local elections, needed in 54 out of 
212 Slovenian municipalities, saw a landslide victory in Mari-
bor for incumbent Andrej Fištravec, who fended off a come-
back attempt by his ousted predecessor Franc Kangler. Things 
were closer in most other big cities and the run-off, unlike the 
first round, also brought defeats for some of the incumbents. 
 
Fištravec, whom unofficial partial results gave 74.6 % of the 
votes, saw the re-election as „truly a great responsibility for 

Slovak Local Election 2014

by Zusana Kliska

Slovak citizens went to the polls for the fourth time this year, 
with local elections being held on 15th November 2014, to 
elect mayors of towns and villages and members of local par-
liaments and President Andrej Kiska called on voters to turn 
out. The local elections was held in 2,923 towns, including 
all Bratislava and Kosice boroughs. A total of 5,989 electoral 
districts have been set up.

Alongside support for the government, the election tested 
the population‘s skepticism towards the country‘s politics in 
general. 
In Bratislava, the centre-right parties have united in their bid to 
defeat incumbent Mayor Milan Ftáčnik, formally an indepen-
dent but now  supported by Smer (social-democrats). Mayor 
Milan Ftáčnik has made some progress in reducing the city‘s 
debt, but public transportation remains a problem. His major 
oponents Milan Kňažko and Ivo Nesrovnal see Bratislava as 
a  future European metropole as the major highlight of their 
campaigns.

In Košice, the situation was similar. The Košice-West borough of 
mayor Rudolf Bauer (supported by right and center right-op-
position parties) challenged incumbent mayor Richard Raši, 
who also served as the former health minister under SMER-SD.

Raši has often stressed that Košice under his leadership clim-
bed from 93rd place in Slovakia in a rating of Transparency In-
ternational to 19th place, and has been presented as a model to 
other municipalities.
But not everyone in Slovakia was taking part in the local elec-
tions. Five villages remained without a mayor, as no conten-
ders stepped forward. If a mayor is not elected in a village, a 

new election will be announced. This process can be repeated 
as many times as necessary. Nevertheless, if a local council 
emerges, councilors can elect a mayor from among them-
selves.
As many as 535 villages had only one contender running for 
mayor. So, in order to be elected, it would have been enough 
even if the candidate votes for himself or herself. A total of 14 
villages have fewer candidates for councilors than the number 
of available seats, which means the vacant seats will be filled 
via an additional election.
„There will be several interesting battles in some towns, either 
involving competition between the left and the right, or a race 
between public figures,“ said Slovak Prime Minister Robert 
Fico, expressing hope that people will pay great attention to 
these elections.

The local elections in Slovakia saw a turnout of 48.34 percent 
and a massive success for independent candidates, including 
independent mayoral candidate in Bratislava Ivo Nesrovnal, 
according to official results of the elections as released by the 
Central Electoral Commission (UVK) on 16th November 2014.

Independent candidates gained almost 38 percent of the ma-
yoral seats and 29 percent of local councillors throughout Slo-
vakia.
From among political parties, Robert Fico‘s Smer is still by far 
the most powerful entity, as it has gained 29 percent of mayors 
and almost 25 percent of local councillors. 

DIAGRAM:
Elected Mayors (RED: Left Wing, BLUE: Right Wing, GREEN: in-
dependent)

Sources of diagrams: http://cf.datawrapper.de/dPxjQ/2/ 
Source: Slovak Spectator, http://spectator.sme.sk/

the next four years“.  He will now have four years to fulfil his 
election promises after he has been in office for only a year 
and a half, having been elected in a by-election in March 2013.
The by-election in the struggling city was held after his pre-
decessor and challenger in today‘s election, Franc Kangler, 
was forced to step down in December 2012 amidst severe lo-
cal protests. Fištravec will have a much easier time in the city 
council than so far, since Kangler‘s supporters in town hall did 
not resign along with him and the by-election was held only 
for the mayor.

In the first round of elections on 5 October, Fištravec‘s list won 
17 of the 45 city council seats, which is by far the best result for 
any list in local elections in Maribor so far.“It will be very impor-
tant to stop the falling employment in the city,“ he said before 
the election, promising at least 5,000 new jobs in the coming 
four years. The mayor has been announcing „a number of stra-
tegic investments in culture and sport in the second term“, in-
cluding the renovation of the town‘s key sports facilities and 
the revi-
val of the 
M a r i b o r 
a i r p o r t 
via a joint 
v e n t u r e . 
 
In Murska 
S o b o t a 
the former 
S l o v e n i -
an police 
d i r e c t o r 
Aleksan -
der Jevšek secured the support of the most centre-left 
parties to turn a ten percentage points defeat from the first 
round into a 54.1 % win against incumbent Anton Štihec.  In 
Ptuj entrepreneur Miran Senčar upset three-time Mayor 
Štefan Čelan. While the pair was divided by a single vote 
in the first round, the run-off went in favour of Senčar with 
55.1 %. Novo Mesto also got a new mayor. Incumbent Aloj-
zij Muhič did not run for another term and independent 
Gregor Macedoni succeeded him, having beaten the win-
ner of the first round, Milena Kramar Zupan, with 59.5 % of 
the votes in the run-off.  New terms were on the other hand 
secured by the mayors of Nova Gorica and Piran. In the we-
stern border town of Nova Gorica, Matej Arčon won 68.9 % 
of the votes, defeating his challenger Luka Manojlović. In the 
coastal town of Piran, which is not a city municipality, Peter 
Bossman stood his ground against Sebastjan Jeretič, who 
helped him get elected four years ago. Bosmann got 59.1 %. 
 
The turnout was at 42.5 %. This is the lowest turnout for the 
second round of local elections so far and a record low turnout 
of 45.23 % has also been reported for the first round.

Source: http://www.sloveniatimes.com

Diagram: Elected Mayors 
(RED: Left Wing, 
BLUE: Right Wing, 
GREEN: independent)

Andrej Fištravec, Mayor of Maribor

Zoran 
Janković, 
Mayor of 

Ljubljana

Peter Bossman, 
Mayor of Piran
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Travnik University, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina
 
represented by Professor Jugoslav Jovičić

The University in Travnik (UNT), which was founded in 2007, 
is the first private, independent university in central Bosnia. 
According to the official data from the Agency for Develop-
ment of Higher Education in BiH (HEA), it is the largest private 
university by number of students, professors and assistants, as 
well as the size of the space it occupies.

The university consists of five organizational units, namely fa-
culties, which have a significant role in training of the future 
academic elite. Those are:
w Faculty of Management and Busi-

ness Economics,
w Faculty of Law, 
w Faculty of Pharmacy and Health,
w Faculty of Education,
w Graduate School of Management 

and 
w Faculty of Technical Studies.

UNT has conceived its strategy and 
plans in line with modern achieve-
ments directed towards civil society, 
parliamentary pluralism and demo-
cracy, legal state and the rule of law, 
the Bologna process, the mobility of 
students and professors, training of 
their own scientific staff, constant development of researchers’ 
careers, cooperation with economy, innovation of knowledge 
and lifelong learning.

Bearing in mind this kind of orientation, UNT has contributed 
and continuously contributes to linking education with its ori-

Moinești, Romania
 
represented by Mayor Viorel Ilie
The municipality of Moinești in Romania is interested in a futu-
re IRE membership and already gets the possibility to present 
itself to the IRE network.

Moinesti municipality is situated on a fairy tale land, filled with 
magic and poetry. Here, the sky is uniquely blue; the woods 
that cover the hills surrounding the city are painted a bright 
shade of green; the birds sing never before heard songs and, if 
you listen carefully, the wind weaves fantastic tales brimming 
over with the magic of times long passed. It is true that “beau-
tiful is a mere bland word, powerless to describe the sparkling 
splendor of the Moinesti landscape”, as our great painter Ste-
fan Luchian wrote in a letter to a friend in the summer of 1909. 
The Municipality of Moinesti is situated in central-western Mol-
davia. It is one of the cities at the foot of the mountains, lying 
between the Eastern Carpathian Mountains and the extra Car-
pathian regions, in the central basin of the Tazlãu-Trotus river 
system.

The history of Moinesti 
starts more than seven 
thousand years ago –ar-
tefacts of the Cucuteni 
culture were discovered 
here: painted pottery, 
small statues and various 
other clay items. The ex-
traction of oil and natu-
ral gas also has a history 
going back hundreds of 
years (1437 – first histo-
rical reference). In 1896, 
Tristan Tzara, one of the 
founders of the Dada art 
movement, was born in 
Moinesti. This is the re-
ason why, to celebrate 
100 years since his birth, 

gins, roots and resources and to promotion of historical and 
economic values, particularly when it comes to entrepreneur-
ship, health, tourism, sport etc.

Today, UNT is a respectable scientific institution that organizes 
classes for all three cycles - undergraduate, master and doc-
toral studies. Currently, there are about 5.000 students at the 
university, around 140 employed and engaged professors and 
assistants together with 50 technical and support staff.

It integrates functions of its members and ensures their unique 
and coordinated action.

UNT has signed memorandums of cooperation with many uni-
versities in Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia, Austria and Turkey and 
the greatest reward for the work of the university is commen-
dable feedback information about the success of students from 
these and many other countries in which the UNT diplomas 
have been recognized. The University of Travnik will prepare 

a cross-border project of cooperation 
between the municipality of Velika 
Kopanica in the Republic of Croatia 
and the municipality of Šipovo in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina. Besides having 
a goal of scientific research the aim is 
also to establish an active participati-
on of neighbourly relations.

UNT publishes a magazine called „The 
University Chronicle“ which discusses 
the latest developments of thematic 
fields that are taught at its faculties.

Every year, UNT organizes internatio-
nal scientific and professional confe-
rences. All faculties are well equipped.

UNT mission is to prepare students for complex challenges in 
modern business world, using the experiences of developed 
universities, and to help society as a whole.

For more information, please see: www.unt.ba

a monumental DADA monu-
ment, which creator was the 
famous Ingo Glass, was inau-
gurated.

At present, the municipality has 
developed and executed many 
projects, both with European 
and local financing: infrastruc-
ture, citizen safety, social secu-
rity, entertainment and relaxati-
on – more than 10 million Euros 

were invested for this purpose. Moreover, the city is currently 
undergoing a program for the rehabilitation and development 
of the water and sewage network, with a value exceeding 18 
million Euros.

The Municipality of Moinesti is a dynamic city, with a well-
structured strategy for the future. We consider that our nati-
onal and international partnerships shall contribute to our 
slogan becoming reality: Promoting values, stimulating com-
petition, building the future…“

For more information, please see: http://moinesti.ro/

Franz Schausberger and Jugoslav Jovičić, 
Professor at University of Travnik, BiH

New Members to the IRE Network
The IRE welcomes new members to the network and is looking forward to a fruitful and strong cooperation.



Strategic Partner 
of the IRE
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Bela Palanka, Serbia
 
represented by 
Goran Miljkovic, Bela Palanka Major

The Municipality of Bela Palanka is located in 
South East Serbia, on the road that connects 
Nis and Pirot, which is part of the Pan Euro-
pean corridor 10, (Line Nis – Sofia – Istanbul). 
The Corridor consists of a railway connection 
between Serbia and Bulgaria, and a new mo-
dern highway, which is in final construction 
phase. The Municipality of Bela Palanka has 
12.126 inhabitants.

Municipality potentials:
w Three industrial zones are defined and 

under construction, right next to the fu-
ture highway road – Corridor 10. 

w Recent researches have discovered large 
mineral resources for cement production. 
The estimated resources are sufficient for 

an annual production of 800.000T, with a minimal exploita-
tion period of 30 years.

w Most significant mineral water source – “Banjica” is located 
on entrance to Bela Palanka town.

w Ecological – the recreational park “Banjica” is under 
construction and near the mineral spring. 

Autochthonous variety of paprika “Vrtka” is only grown in Bela 
Palanka walleye. It is well known for its 
fantastic taste and as unique spice. Un-
polluted environment, special micro – cli-
matic, and preserved nature helped this 
agricultural species become a recogniza-
ble Bela Palanka symbol and an achieva-
ble development resource. 

The most visited annual manifestation 
are the days of “Banica”, an international 
culinary competition, where a traditio-
nal pie (Banica pie) is prepared, which, 
during mid of August, gathers about 200 
competitors and more than 10.000 visi-
tors.
For more information, please see: 
www.belapalanka.org.rs

Old Royal Capital 
Cetinje, Montenegro
 
represented by Mayor Aleksandar Bogdanovic

Cetinje is a city and Old Royal Capital of Montenegro. The city 
is surrounded by limestone mountains, including Mt. Lovćen, 
the Black Mountain from which Montenegro gets its name, 
and it is 12 km of airline far from Adriatic Sea.

Cetinje is a town of immense historical heritage, founded in 
the 15th century. It became the center of Montenegrin life and 
both a cradle of Montenegrin culture and history. It is because 
of its heritage as a long-term Montenegrin capital that it is to-
day the honorary capital of Montenegro.

Cetinje has numerous historical monuments, among which 
are Cetinje Monastery, numerous museums, royal theatre and 
historic foreign embassies. Many of the old embassies and 
other administrative buildings are now universities of fine arts.

The mausoleum of Montenegrin poet Njegos is situated at 
Mt. Lovćen, in the height of 1660 meters, and it represents the 
highest mausoleum in the world. 

President of Montenegro, Ministry of Foreign affairs and Mini-
stry of culture have their official residence in Cetinje.

In the past few years there has been a plan of enlisting the old 
historic core of the city of Cetinje as a UNESCO world heritage site. 

After the decades of stagnation, the new city government be-
gan a lot of projects with intention to revitalise the infrastruc-
ture, business and to gain a higher promotion of Cetinje. 

The two most important projects are future cable-car from Ko-
tor to Cetinje, and it will be the longest tourist cable-car in the 
world. The second one is establishment of the multifunctional 
complex with world famous artist Marina Abramovic and ar-
chitect Rem Koolhas.

Mayor Aleksandar Bogdanovic
Mayor of Old Royal Capital Cetinje 
Aleksandar Bogdanovic was born on 
11 March 1977 in Cetinje. He attended 
high school in California, USA. He gra-
duated at the Faculty of Management 
in Belgrade, Serbia, and a PhD at the 
University of Bologna, Italy.

He began his career at the Ministry of 
Economy of Montenegro, where he 
worked from 2000 until 2002. After 
that, he was engaged as a spokesperson of the Ministry of Eco-
nomy of Montenegro and advisor of the Minister (2003 - 2005). 
Since 2005 he served as advisor of President of Montenegro in 
the field of economic relations, and 2009 he took up his duties 
as a member of the Montenegrin Parliament.

He performs the function as Mayor of Old Royal Capital Cetinje 
since December 2010.

For more information please visit: www.cetinje.me

Cetinje MACOC community centa

Cetinje City panorama

Cetinje Mausoleum Lovcen

Cetinje Royal square
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https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire
You can find us on Facebook 

New Member to the IRE Board of Patrons

Benjamin R. Barber
Political theorist and author of the book 
“If Mayors Ruled the World”

Benjamin R. Barber is a Senior Research Scholar at The Cen-
ter on Philanthropy and Civil Society of The Graduate Center, 
The City University of New York, the President and Founder of 
the Interdependence Movement and Walt Whitman Professor 
of Political Science Emeritus, Rutgers University. An internatio-
nally renowned political theorist, Dr. Barber brings an abiding 
concern for democracy and citizenship to issues of politics, 
globalization, culture and education in America and abroad. 
He consults regularly with political and civic leaders in the U.S. 
(President Clinton, Howard Dean) and 
around the world (Germany, U.K., Libya, 
and Italy). Benjamin Barber’s 17 books 
include the classic  Strong Democra-
cy (1984) reissued in 2004 in a twentieth 
anniversary edition; the international 
best-seller Jihad vs. McWorld (1995 with a 
Post 9/11 Edition in 2001, translated into 
thirty languages) and most recently Con-
sumed: How Markets Corrupt Children, 
Infantilize Adults and Swallow Citizens 
Whole, published by W.W. Norton & Co. in 
March, 2007 (eight foreign editions). 

Barber’s honors include a knighthood 
(Palmes Academiques/Chevalier) from 
the French Government (2001), the Berlin 
Prize of the American Academy in Berlin 
(2001) and the John Dewey Award (2003). 
He has also been awarded Guggenheim, 
Fulbright and Social Science Research Fel-
lowships, honorary doctorates from Grin-
nell College, Monmouth University and Connecticut College 
and has held the chair of American Civilization at the École des 
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris.

He blogs regularly for The Huffington Post and writes for The 
Nation, Harper’s Magazine, The New York Times, The Washing-
ton Post, The Atlantic Monthly, The American Prospect, Le Nou-
vel Observateur, Die Zeit, La Repubblica, El País and The Guar-
dian. He was a founding editor and for ten years editor-in-chief 
of the distinguished international quarterly Political Theory. He 
holds a certificate from the London School of Economics and 
an M.A. and Doctorate from Harvard University.

On the latest book: If mayors ruled the world
In the face of the most perilous challenges of our time—cli-
mate change, terrorism, poverty, and trafficking of drugs, guns 
and people—the nations of the world seem paralyzed. The pro-
blems are too big, too interdependent, too divisive for the nati-
on-state. Is the nation-state, once democracy‘s best hope, today 
democratically dysfunctional? Obsolete? The answer, says Ben-
jamin Barber in this highly provocative and original book, is yes. 

Cities and the mayors who run them 
can do this and are doing a better job. 
  
Barber cites the unique qualities ci-
ties worldwide share: pragmatism, ci-
vic trust, participation, indifference to 
borders and sovereignty and a demo-
cratic penchant for networking, crea-
tivity, innovation and cooperation. He 
demonstrates how city mayors, singly 
and jointly, are responding to  trans-
national problems more effectively 
than nation-states mired in ideologi-
cal infighting and sovereign rivalries. 
Featuring profiles of a dozen mayors 
around the world—courageous, ec-
centric, or both at once—If Mayors 
Ruled the World presents a compelling 
new vision of governance for the co-
ming century. Barber makes a persu-
asive case that the city is democracy’s 

best hope in a globalizing world and great mayors are already 
proving that this is so.

IRE  is sponsored by

Details will follow online: www.institut-ire.eu

Registration:
E: martina.balazic@institut-ire.eu        

T: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 0
F: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 5050                         

 www.institut-ire.eu

u u u   Save the Date   u u u   
Expert Conference 

on Broadband networks
Tuesday, 28th April, 2015

in Linz, Upper-Austria, AT

The development of broadband and high-speed internet con-
nections is crucial for the quality of a location. Only with access 
to high speed rural and border regions remain competitive. 
The aim of the conference is to highlight best practice examp-
les for the development of regional and local IT and business 
locations on the way into the new digital age. An efficient te-
lecommunication infrastructure contributes to the develop-
ment of interactive technologies, growth and innovation.

The IRE presents the newly elected president of 
IRE Partner Region Sisak-Moslavina County in 
Croatia, Ivo Žinić, which is a member of the net-
work since 2008. 
He began his political carreer as board member 
of  the political party HDZ  in the City of Glina 
from 1997 to 2012. He then became president of 
the city council and got reelected for a second 
term (1997- 2001 and 2001-2005). In 2005 Ivo 
Žinić  became Deputy Mayor of Glina.

The Region cooperated with the IRE on several 
projects, meetings and discussions. Sisak-Mo-
slavina County delivered a presentation on its 
economic situation and opportunities for com-
panies in Vienna. We look forward to a continua-
tion of our successful cooperation.

President 
Ivo Žinić, 
dipl.ing.

FIBRE NETWORK CONSTRUCTION 
(FNC) stands for an international 
player in the design, installation, 
construction and operation of optical 
fibre networks. FNC is fully indepen-
dent from telcommunication opera-
tors and IT supply companies.
 
What we offer: SUCCESS
 
FNC is the partner who knows how 
cost reserves can be effectively rea-
lized and how to best operate the fibre 
optic cable network independently, 
creates a leading edge advantage over 
other networks and operators.

CEO Hans-Peter Wilhelmer, MBA

Fibre Network Construction GmbH
Riemergasse 14/33, 1010 Vienna
p.wilhelmer@fibre-nc.com
www.fibre-nc.com
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In his function as CoR-Rapporteur on the EU Enlargement Stra-
tegy 2014/15 Franz Schausberger, IRE-Chairman, visited Mon-
tenegro in October 2014.   He met Jadranka Vojinović, State 
Secretary of the Ministry of Interior of Montenegro and several 
mayors of Montenegrin cities: Aleksandar Bogdanović, ma-
yor of the old royal capital Cetinje, Marija Ćatović, mayor of 
Kotor and Ivan Novosel, mayor of Tivat. Franz Schausberger 
participated in a meeting of the Joint Consultative Committee 
(JCC) with local and regional authority leaders of the EU‘s Com-
mittee of the Regions (CoR) and from Montenegro in Kotor.

Franz Schausberger emphasised the relevance of a clear per-
spective for countries of the Western Balkans to join the EU as 
a key stabilising factor. He underlined that there must be an 
eligible manner to become EU member even within the con-
solidation period of the next five years for those candidate 
and potential candidate countries which fulfil the accession 
criteria. He pointed out that improvements are necessary with 
regard to strengthening the administrative capacities of the 
candidate countries because  in most enlargement countries 
public administration at all levels remains weak, with limited 

IRE-Chairman on visits to the Western Balkans

Visit to Montenegro: Franz Schausberger calls for a clear 
perspective of EU membership for Western Balkan countries

Franz Schausberger and Alfred Mullaraj, Chairman of the 
Regional Council of Durres

Meeting with Aleksandar Bogdanović, 
Mayor of the Old Royal Capital Cetinje

Jadranka Vojinović, State Secretary of the Ministry of the 
Interior of Montenegro

Marija Ćatović, Mayor of Kotor, Ivan Novosel, Mayor of Tivat

Paulina Hauanen (Finland), Franz Schausberger, Vladimir 
Kissiov (Bulgaria) and Pavel Branda (Czech Republic)

It is a long way to Europe for Albania, said IRE-Chairman Franz 
Schausberger at the working group on the Western Balkans 
meeting in Durres, Albania on 11th November 2014. Schaus-
berger reported on the EU Enlargement Strategy 2014-2015 
and stressed that public administration reforms need to be im-
plemented at all governmental levels because human resour-
ces and financial control departments of local governments 
are still very weak. He regretted that strong politicization still 
hinders relations between central and local governments and 
limits the role of the association for local authorities. He encou-
raged the Albanian government to increase the efforts, foster 
territorial-administrative reforms and strengthen the admini-
strative capacity of local government units in a financially su-
stainable way. Albania has to make further efforts in the fight 

It is a long way to Europe for Albania

administrative capacities, high level of politicisation and cor-
ruption as well as lack of transparency.

The EC‘s 2014 Progress Report assesses the progress of 
Montenegro‘s alignment in the EU acquis and its ability to take 
on the obligations of membership. Franz Schausberger wel-
comed that all Montenegrin municipalities are committed to 
give their maximum contribution to the implementation of Eu-
ropean standards at the local level and that they have already 
done a significant work.

Schausberger welcomed the adoption of the 2014 Action 
Plan for the reform of local self- government and that Monte-
negro not only has a comprehensive strategic framework for 
public administration reform in place, but also for local go-
vernments. The law on the election of municipal councillors 
was eventually adopted but unfortunately, did not include the 
law on financing election campaigns for the mayors of munici-
palities. Montenegro needs to strengthen and prepare the ad-
ministrative capacity in the established IPA structures in order 
to increase the absorption capacity of the pre-accession funds.

against corruption, organized crime for more transparency at 
national, regional and local level. 

Furthermore, Schausberger noted with regret that the Alba-
nian Law on Territorial and Administrative Reform adopted in 
July radically reduced the number of local government units 
from 373 to 61, abolishing the communes and keeping the 
12 existing regions. He underlined the need to preserve local 
identity and proximity to the citizens. The Committee of the 
Regions will continue its efforts to improve the capacities of lo-
cal and regional authorities in Albania by offering best-practice 
examples, with direct institutional contacts and the organisati-
on of public events, meetings and specialized workshops.

A call to finally start EU accession negotiations with Macedonia

Since December 2005 Macedonia holds the status of a can-
didate country for EU accession. Therefore, it is about time 
that the accession negotiations finally begin, agreed Dragan 
Tilev,  Minister Counsellor of the Government of Macedonia 
for the Mission of Macedonia to the EU, and Franz Schausber-
ger, rapporteur of the EU enlargement strategy 2014/2015 in a 
meeting in Brussels mid-November 2014.

The negotiations have been blocked by Greece because of 
the unsolved question of the name for the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia. Schausberger believes that accession 
negotiations shall be opened in parallel to the negotiations on 
the name issue.  Accession negotiations would probably not 
be completed in the new period 2014 – 2019 anyway. Despite 
these seemingly insurmountable differences between Mace-
donia and Greece, the cross-border regional and local coope-
ration between the two countries has worked very well, as well 
as with Bulgaria.

Tilev stressed that after nearly a decade of stagnation in the 
rapprochement with the EU the frustration of the Macedonian 
population increases, whereas the interest in the EU decreases 

Franz Schausberger and Dragan Tilev

rapidly, many well-educated young people see no future pro-
spects and leave the country. It is particularly important that 
Greece stops blocking the acceptance of Macedonia into the 
Adriatic and Ionian macro-region, added Schausberger.
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salzburg-airport.com

Fly to Salzburg!

Your airport in the heart of the Alps

The IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger and Secretary-Gene-
ral Joachim Fritz were invited by the Central European Ini-
tiative (CEI) to join its meeting of the Committee of National 
Coordinators (CNC) under the Austrian CEI Presidency on 21st 
of December 2014 in the Austrian Federal Ministry in Vienna. 
The meeting was arranged by Ambassador Heidemaria Gürer 
together with the CEI Secretary General Ambassador Margit 
Waestfelt to sum up the activities and actions of Austria’s Pre-
sidency. 

On that occasion, the IRE presented in detail its motivation, 
mission statement, internship programme and present ini-
tiatives. The IRE organized an expert conference on regional 
assemblies and parliaments on 20th and 21st October 2014 in 
Brčko (BiH) and will host the next Smart City Conference at the 
end of March in Triest (IT) in cooperation with the CEI. The CEI 
applauded the non-partial and non-profit character of the IRE 
and its objective to cut informational deficits and to foster the 
economic potentials in the European regions. Cross-border co-
operation is seen as a fundamental instrument for supporting 
social cohesion and sustainable economic development. The 
CNC was also informed on the priorities as well as on the plan-
ned activities and events under the upcoming Macedonian CEI 
Presidency 2015.

Further information under: www.cei.int 

IRE Presentation at the Central 
European Initiative in Vienna

Austrian Presidency 2014: www.cei.int/content/presidency
Official Logo: 

from left: Margit Waestfelt, Heidemaria Gürer, Franz 
Schausberger and Joachim Fritz

Wie lange kann ich 
mir meinen Betrieb 
in meiner Region 
noch leisten?

NEUE STEUERN 
GEFÄHRDEN EIGENTUM. 
Sie sagen Millionäre und 
meinen uns.
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    he Institute of the Regions of Europe has 
moved its office to the south-west of the city 
center into a historic landmark building.

 “Gestüthof”, Estate Manager‘s House

This building served for the archiepiscopal 
horse breeding between 1579 and 1806. In 
1809 the house got partly destroyed by a light-
ning, it was then restored as a private dwel-
ling house (Mödlhamerhaus, Schißlinghaus). 
A historic listed stable is situated at the south 
side of the building with an arch supported 
by massive marble columns. This was built by 
Archbishop Johann Jakob von Kuen-Belasy 
(ca. 1515-1586), whose emblem is attached to 
the east side of the building (1579). During the 
time of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy it was 
established as a barrack for the cavalry.
The IRE now rents the first floor with four of-
fice rooms and a small indoor porch. An official 
opening is planned in January 2015. We invite 
all members and supporters to our new office 
and hope for a motivating and fruitful work at-
mosphere in the new estate.

After the maternity leave of 
Samra Rahmanović-Pathekas in 
September this year, we present 
our new Office Manager Martina 
Balažic. 
Martina was born on 2nd Febru-
ary 1983 in Murska Sobota, Slove-
nia. She attended primary school 
in her hometown Gornja Radgo-
na and continued high school in 
Ljutomer where she passed the 
matura exam. She went on to stu-
dy Geography at the University of 
Ljubljana, and after her studies at 
the University of Aberdeen, she 
received a Master of Science degree in 2009. 
Martina has always been interested in discovering new cultures and 
places. After her studies she was employed by TUI Austria where she 
worked as a representative and tour guide in Turkey and Greece. 
2009 she moved to Austria where she started working in the Ski of-
fice of Hermann Maier. From 2010 she worked as a front office ma-
nager at the 4* Hotel in the famous ski area Flachau. She joined the 
IRE in August 2014. 
 

Mag. Martina Balažic
T: +43 662 843 288 10
E: martina.balazic@institut-ire.eu

The IRE moved to a 
historic landmark building

New Office Manager at the IRET

New Address:
Institut der Regionen Europas (IRE)
Nonntaler Hauptstraße 58
5020 Salzburg
Austria

Attraktive Eigentums- und 
Mietkaufwohnungen,  
die man sich leisten kann! 
Unser aktuelles Wohnungsangebot finden Sie unter www.salzburg-wohnbau.at
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Details will follow online: www.institut-ire.eu

Registration:
E: martina.balazic@institut-ire.eu 

T: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 0         
F: +43 (0)662/84 32 88 – 5050 

u u u   Save the Dates   u u u   Save the Dates   u u u  

Expert Conference
Smart Cities and 
Smart Mobility

from Thursday, 19th to 
Friday, 20th March 2015

 in Trieste, Italy

11th Conference of 
European 

Regions and Cities
Economy meets Politics

“The implementation of EU policies on 
education, science 

and research at regional level“

Sun, 27th – Tue, 29th September 2015
Salzburg Congress, Salzburg, Austria

Following the “Smart City” conferences in Tübingen (DE), 
Vienna (AT) and Wrocław (PL) the IRE continues the series 
on Urban Transport and Future Mobility in Italy in coope-
ration with the Central European Initiative (CEI) and the 
Austrian Federal Ministry for European and International 
Affairs. In most historic centres of Italian Cities the moto-
rised private transportation is limited. The „Zona traffico 
limitato“ (ZTL) bans all private cars from the historic cen-
tres and creates space for pedestrian zones.

Oberösterreich auf dem 
Daten-Highway

Die Förderung leistungsfähiger Breitband-
Anschlüsse ist für Oberösterreich ein weiterer 
Schritt zur europäischen Top-Region. 

Nähere Informationen

Amt der Oö. Landesregierung
Abteilung Wirtschaft
Bahnhofplatz 1, 4021 Linz
Tel: 0732-7720-15121
E-Mail: wi.post@ooe.gv.at
www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at

Ein positiver Zusatzeffekt wird für private Haushalte erwartet, 
die im Bereich der Datenleitungen zu Betrieben angesiedelt 
sind. Nachdem von den Providern die Breitband-Leitungen 
ohnehin zu den Betrieben gelegt werden, sollten sich auch 
die Anschlusskosten für Privathaushalte in deren Umgebung 
verringern.

Das neue Förderprogramm soll von 1. Jänner 2015 bis 31. De-
zember 2016 laufen. Dafür ist ein Gesamtbudget von 2,5 Mio. 
Euro vorgesehen. Konkret gefördert werden die einmaligen 
Kosten für die Herstellung von ultraschnellen Internet-An-
schlüssen auf Glasfaserbasis. Ausgangspunkt ist der nächstge-
legene Point of Presence des Zugangs-Providers, Endpunkt ist 
die Endkunden-Übergabeschnittstelle direkt im Betrieb.

Die Förderung wird in Form von nicht rückzahlbaren Zuschüs-
sen gewährt und beträgt maximal 50 Prozent der einmaligen 
vom Förderwerber getragenen Errichtungs- und Herstellungs-
kosten. Die maximale Förderhöhe beträgt 5.000 Euro pro 
Standort des Förderwerbers, die Kosten für die Errichtung und 
Herstellung des Anschlusses müssen mindestens 500 Euro be-
tragen.                     – PR –

B  ereits in den letzten Jahren hat das Land OÖ mehr als 
16 Mio. Euro in den Breitband-Ausbau investiert. Nun startet 
ein neues Förderprogramm für Klein- und Mittelbetriebe. 

Viele Betriebe benötigen leistungsstarke Internet-Verbin-
dungen. Daher ist der Ausbau des schnellen Internets ein we-
sentlicher Faktor, um im Standortwettbewerb unter die euro-
päischen Top-Regionen aufzusteigen. Zudem wird durch den 
flächendeckenden Zugang zu Breitband-Internet der ländliche 
Raum als Wirtschafts- und Lebensraum gestärkt.

Gerade der ländliche Raum ist jedoch aufgrund der langen 
Wege und der geringeren Anschlussdichte für privatwirt-
schaftliche Provider oft zu wenig attraktiv, um einen umfas-
senden Breitband-Ausbau voranzutreiben. Das Land OÖ setzt 
genau hier mit der Förderung an.

Mit dem neuen Breitband-Förderprogramm des Wirtschafts-
Ressorts des Landes OÖ werden die Investitionen von Klein- 
und Mittelbetrieben in ihre Breitband-Versorgung gefördert, 
um die Ausstattung mit ultraschnellen Internetverbindungen 
zu beschleunigen.
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The year comes to an end and 
we not only look back at a year full of 

successful conferences but also at 10 rewarding years of IRE.
 

We are now looking forward to all the challenges and projects 
ahead and would be delighted to start new initiatives with you.

 
The IRE wishes you wonderful and snowy winter holidays, 

all the best for 2015 and hope to meet you at one of our activities.

Dear Members, 
Partners, 

Supporters, 
Sponsors and 

Friends
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In addition to the increasing damage through natural catastro-
phes, the daily obstruction of 20 hectares soil (= average size 
of a farm) endanger the supply with regional food.

www.hagel.at

EVERY DAY A FARM IN AUSTRIA IS BEING OBSTRUCTED
FOOD SUPPLY ENDANGERED

2015

YEAR OF SOILS


