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The regions are one of the core elements of the European Union´s structure. This is among 
others reflected by having an own Commissioner who is responsible for matters of the Euro-
pean regions. The regions contribute positively to the dynamics of the political process within 
the European Union as they help to avoid the risk of an overcentralized Union.
 
Austria´s constitution is based on a federal system. Hence, we know about the important role 
regions can play in the European integration process and we understand in a particular man-
ner their needs. If we look at the map of Europe we unfortunately see that one of its most 
important regions is not yet integrated into the European Union: I mean the Western Balkans. 
 
Slovenia and Croatia are already members of the European Union and not considered as part 
of the Western Balkans anymore. The Western Balkans region wishes to join. We have to take 
note, though, of the differences in the current state of rapprochement of the individual coun-
tries. They have historic, social, economic and political reasons which still have to be over-
come. The countries of the Western Balkans have to engage more actively in a meaningful 
process of interacting and approaching the European Union. 
 
The European Union is of course ready to guide this process and willing to accept the Western 
Balkan countries as new members. Yet, I understand that reservations on both sides exist to 
continue that path. In this context I would like to stress that EU membership is definitely not a 
goal per se. It is evident that new members have to be fully fit to join the EU. 
 
At the same time, we have experienced that starting the accession negotiations already offers 
strong incentives for the transformation process in candidate countries. The negotiations con-
tribute to regional stability and economic development. On the one hand both the countries 
of the Western Balkans and the EU consequently will profit from this process. On the other 
hand we have to do our utmost not to leave such an important region outside the European 
Union as this would have very negative consequences.
 
Therefore, it is quite natural that the Western Balkans as  a region so close to Austria –in ge-
ographic terms, as well in terms of a common history, cultural tradition, migration – is a key 
priority of the Austrian Foreign Policy. I am personally convinced that the European Union will 
in all respects become richer once the region of the Western Balkans is part of the EU.
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Sebastian Kurz
Austria‘s Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and Integration

Western Balkans 
one day will 

enrichen the EU

achieved if the local regions are granted autonomy at the highest 
political level. Austria, as a neutral moderator, can act as a good 
example and provide expertise. Moreover, the federalization of 
highly centralized Ukraine could significantly mitigate the pro-
blems among ethnic groups and regions. The Institute of the Regi-
ons of Europe will also offer its know-how and expertise.

The need for administrative reforms on regional and local level 
has been discussed for a long time in all these countries, but the 
various stakeholders are still far from reaching a consensus. It is 
important that the CORLEAP network of the EU countries share 
their experience and good practices with EaP partners in order to 
assist them in their reforms and with the process of integrating 
with the EU. Schausberger is convinced that a proper devoluti-
on process can greatly improve the satisfaction of the people in 
the regions and local authorities and will therefore strengthen the 
whole state.

On the other hand, long-standing refusals to conduct serious dia-
logues between the different levels of government and a perma-
nent failure to take account of the wishes, demands and necessa-
ry financial resources of regions for devolution of powers may in 
the end induce demands for autonomy and in special cases  the 
call for independence. We need to go beyond the borders of the EU 
and look at the developments in the Eastern Partnership countries 
and compare their experiences with those of the EU countries. This 
process will most certainly have a great impact on the future re-
forms in EaP countries and ease their path toward joining the EU.

OPINION
on current issue

“
“
“

We are very proud of the European Council’s decision to propose IRE patron Jean-
Claude Juncker as President of the European Commission. We welcome his 
ambitious political programme which will lead Europe‘s regions and cities back 
to growth and jobs. Mr. Juncker has pledged to promote the involvement of lo-
cal and regional authorities in the decision-making process and to fight for a 
strong role for the Committee of the Regions throughout the legislative process.
In September 2012, Jean-Claude Juncker confirmed his membership on the 
Board of Patrons of the Institute of the Regions of Europe and pledged to sup-
port the aims of the IRE in strengthening the political as well as the economic 
position of the regions and municipalities in Europe.
We are looking forward to working closely with the new President of the Europe-
an Commission.                                              Franz Schausberger, IRE-Chairman

IRE patron Jean-Claude Juncker will become 
President of the European Commission

by Franz Schausberger

At the CORLEAP conference in Brussels on April 28th 2014, IRE-
Chairman Franz Schausberger explained that when he drew up 
his opinion on “Decentralization in Europe” for the Committee of 
the Regions last year, he could not have foreseen the explosiveness 
of this issue in relation to the Ukraine crisis. If the former Ukraini-
an governments would have implemented reforms for increased 
regional autonomy, the Russian-dominated regions of the coun-
try may have been more satisfied with the Ukrainian government 
than they are today. The European Union must therefore provide 
the Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries with their expertise regar-
ding reforms designed to strengthen political decentralization 
and regional and local self-administration.

The European Union should accept the offer of consultation from 
the former governor of South Tyrol Luis Durnwalder and accept 
his suggestion that a model similar to that of South Tyrol should 
be implemented in Eastern Ukraine. For decades the German 
speaking population was in the same situation as the Russian 
population in the Ukraine.  The South Tyrol model could lead to 
a solution that is concrete, lasting, peaceful and satisfactory to 
all parties involved. Therefore, they should operate based on the 
experiences of the previous governor of South Tyrol Luis Durn-
walder, explained chairman of the Institute of the Regions of Eu-
rope Franz Schausberger.

A peaceful solution in Eastern Ukraine will probably only be 

Only regionalization can guarantee Ukraine’s unity
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 IRE-conference in Novi Sad, Serbia  

Regional Media reflect Democratic Development
Most of the daily media consumers are interested not only in information on international and national events 
but also on happenings in their immediate region and community. Therefore, local and regional coverage 
in print and electronic media play an increasingly important role for exchange of regional information, the 
formation of regional identity and, hence, the „sense of home.“ Regional media are the counterpart of media 
globalization and deserve special attention and support. The conference on “Regional Media in South Eastern 
Europe, SEE” took place on Friday, 25 April 2014, in Novi Sad (Serbia), where more than 120 participants from 8 
countries met in the Assembly of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina to discuss the topic of regional media 
with experts and journalists.

FOCUS
Regional Media

FOCUS
Regional 

Medi

The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) organized this 
expert conference in cooperation with the Council of Europe, 
the Provincial Secretariat for Culture and Public Information 
(Autonomous Province of Vojvodina) and the Independent 
Journalists’ Association of Vojvodina (NDNV). Three panel 
discussions were dedicated to different aspects of regional 
media and its role in Europe, which were debated vividly and 
intensely.  

Many citizens in Europe are not aware of the fact that regions 
are represented in the EU, and the exchange of information 
between the regional and European level is just as important 
as with the national level. Furthermore, regional media are 
of crucial importance for democracy building and reflect 
its development. Slaviša Grujić, Vice-President of the AP 
Vojvodina, underlined the importance of cooperation of 
regional media in the interest of national minorities. Regional 
media tackle important topics, which would otherwise go 
unnoticed. Therefore, a regional documentation centre 
and archive for regional media shall be established in Novi 
Sad. The AP Vojvodina is a multicultural region with many 
national minorities and a pioneer of European values in Serbia, 
which qualifies it as a location for a regional media centre 
and archive. IRE Chairman Dr. Franz Schausberger assured 
that the Institute of the Regions of Europe will support the 
establishment of documentation and archive center and 
pursue its development.

The Serbian State Secretary for Culture and Media Gordana 
Predić pointed out that independent media are a significant 
achievement of Western democracy. The Serbian government 
is seeking to establish a framework for unhindered and 
autonomous work of the media. She announced that a new 
law for public broadcasting is currently being drafted. The 
language of national minorities is also being taken into account. 
The importance of cross-border cooperation between the 
regional media has been taken up by Nadia Skenderović-Ćuk, 
the representative of the Council of Europe in Serbia. Thus, the 
diversity of cultural and regional identities is strengthened and 
contributes to a better mutual understanding and a greater 
tolerance. The cross-linking of the media and the education of 
journalists are two areas that should be supported financially 
and legally by the governments. Thus, the regional media can 
contribute to the strengthening of the democracy.

The aim of this international conference was to create 

Gordana Predić, Serbian State Secretary for Culture and Me-
dia, Nadia Skenderovic-Ćuk, the representative of the Coun-
cil of Europe in Serbia, Slaviša Grujić, Vice-President of the 
AP Vojvodina, and Franz Schausberger.

Above: Branislav Bugarski , Member of Provincial Govern-
ment for Interregional Cooperation and Local Self-Govern-
ment and Franz Schausberger.

Below: Srotan Kolar, Editor Zvo Vukovar (HR), Istvan Bodzsa-
ni, Pesident Sodalitas (SRB), Silvija Trnčević, Journalist HRT 
Zagreb (HR), Kemal Nurkić, Director Public Service, Tuzla 
(BIH), Predrag Mandic, Editor RTV Pecs (HU).
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a sustainable cooperation between the participants. A 
conclusion was jointly written down during the conference 
summarizing the main topics discussed and presenting the 
next steps of the process.

Conclusions of the “Regional Media in South East Europe” 
conference

At the international conference “Regional Media in 
Southeastern Europe,” held in Novi Sad on April 25, 2014, with 
participation of media experts from Austria, Belgium, Germany, 
Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia, as well as of 
the representatives of numerous international and domestic 
organizations and institutions, the following conclusions were 
drawn unanimously:

The survival and development of regional and local media is 
an extremely important factor in the democratization and 
Europeanization of society, due to the fact that contemporary 
Europe is based on the regions’ development and 
decentralization, in other words, it’s based on the subsidiartiy 
principle or getting the government closer to its own citizens.

Even though it exists, the cross-border cooperation between 
the regional media in Southeast Europe is not satisfactory and 
should be improved.

Due to the fact that we live in a time of great technological 
progress, the cooperation of the media in the region is 
acquiring new opportunities for its success, almost daily.

Strengthening the cooperation between the media in the 
regions can contribute to a higher degree of cooperation and 
understanding between politics, economy and the citizens of 
Southeast Europe; thus, the region of Southeast Europe has 
acquired conditions for stability and development.

SEE countries have to prevent political interference in the 
editorial policy of the media through legal solutions and 
the implementation of these solutions, whether in terms of 
privately owned media or civil society media.

It is essential that public services in a multi-ethnic and multi-
cultural region, such as Southeast Europe, promote the 
values of tolerance and intercultural dialogue, which directly 
contributes to the improvement of the position of national 
minorities and of marginalized groups.

Media reforms must not threaten the survival of regional and 

local media nor the media in minority languages.

Radio Television of Vojvodina, as a company that broadcasts in 
ten languages, has the potential to become one of the hubs 
of cross-border media collaboration in Southeastern and 
Central Europe through its own development. It is necessary 
that the state of Serbia and the Vojvodina province recognize 
the potential of Vojvodina’s public service and, through 
special support programs, encourage the development of RTV 
broadcasting in that direction.

Conference participants strongly support the establishment of 
documentation centers for the archiving of media content and 
its exchange in Southeast Europe, using the best practices and 
the newest technologies.

SEE countries have to create the conditions for non-
discriminatory and unhindered access to regional media 
from neighboring countries using legislations and regulatory 
practices, at least in frontier regions and areas with a 
heterogeneous national structure.

Conference participants will pledge to continue the cooperation 
between regional media in Southeast Europe through the 
exchange of experiences, promotion of professional standards 
in journalistic reporting, education for journalists and media 
management, improvement of production standards and 
harmonization of technical standards on the way towards the 
realization of joint projects and co-productions.

Conference participants will systematically work to raise 
professional standards through the joint training of creative 
teams and of production and technical staff.

(International expert media conference “Regional Media in 
Southeastern Europe,” which took place in the Assembly of 
Vojvodina, was organized by the Institute of the Regions of 
Europe, Salzburg and the Independent Journalists’ Association 
of Vojvodina, Novi Sad, under the auspices of the Provincial 
Secretariat for Culture and Information.)
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   Timidity and ignorance of local 
administrations complicate EU projects

64 years ago, on 9 May 1950, 
the former French foreign 
minister Robert Schuman 

held a speech in which he called for 
a European co-operation of coal and 
steel. This led to the foundation of the 
European Coal and Steel Community 
(ECSC), which is the cornerstone for 
today’s EU. To honor this occasion, the 
European Union annually celebrates 
Europe Day, to which the Institute 
of the Regions of Europe (IRE) 
contributed this year by organizing 
two events in Brașov, Romania. The 
IRE cooperated with the city of Brașov 
and other IRE-partners in organizing 
the IRE Europe Day. An international 
workshop on “Efficient regional and 
local government: information on the 
know-how to improve and optimize 
the technical equipment” took place in 
the morning. An efficient organization 
and equipment of modern regional and 
local administrations was the focus of 
the workshop, in which representatives 
of regional and local authorities met 
with EU and technology experts.

  About 75 percent of the EU budget 
goes to the local or regional levels. It 
is therefore important that the projects 
at the subnational level are explicitly 
elaborated, reported the representative 
of the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD) Aura Raducu 
during the seminar. For this, a good 
management of national budgets and 
objective criteria are necessary. The EBRD 
is always looking for a close cooperation 
with national institutions. The EBRD 
funded the local water companies and 
the entire transport network in Arad. 
A new transport system in Brașov as 
well as a new municipal vehicle fleet 
is currently being elaborated. Mobility 
is of particular importance in order to 
increase the traffic flow. The EBRD is also 
interested in projects dealing with the 
increase of energy efficiency, innovation 
and research.

Big projects funded by the EU started 
too late in Romania, reported Johannes 

Becker from Becker Consult in 
Bucharest. This particularly applies to 
traffic and transportation projects. This 
shortcoming is linked to the numerous 
changes of ministers responsible 
for traffic and infrastructure. Many 
projects were ill-prepared by the local 
authorities and were not in the interest 
and benefit of the population. Hence, 
there is a need for better training of 
the local administrations regarding EU 
projects, as they are not competent 
enough to work out good projects. In 
many cases, those responsible for the 
projects handle decisions too carefully 
to avoid excessive bureaucracy and 
responsibility. As a result, many projects 
do not proceed. Good projects can be 
worked out only by persons who have 
financial knowledge and a specific goal 
in mind, affirmed the representative 
of Raiffeisen Bank Romania Adrian 
Raducan. The purpose of the project 
must be clearly indicated. He reports 
that the public sector in Romania has 
requested too little projects, especially 
in the transportation sector. Various 
failures had a braking effect. The funding 
for motorways often ends up in different 
accounts, reported Member of European 
Parliament (MEP) Renate Weber. It lacks 
large-scale cross-border development 
plans. Several neighboring counties 
need to work together because the 
local and county authorities are anxious 
to decide for themselves. The liaison 
offices of the Regions in Brussels are 
very helpful in providing support on 
EU funding, said IRE Chairman 
Franz Schausberger. An office 
can represent several regions. 
He particularly emphasized 
the importance of regional and 
local cross-border cooperation. 
Victor Matei, the representative 
of the company CANON 
Romania, reported on the 
problem of communication 
between policy makers 
and citizens in Romania. 
Many European projects 
have no direct effect on 
citizens. He therefore 

F.l.: Bernd Petrisch,  
IRE Advisory  Board, 

Helmut Falschlehner, 
Member of IRE Board, 

Michael Schwarzin-
ger, Austrian Ambas-

sador to Romania, 
and George Scripca-
ru, Mayor of Brașov.

F.l.: Christian Macedon-
schi, Member of the City 

Council of Brașov, HE 
Michael Schwarzinger, 
Austrian Ambassador 

to Romania, and Franz 
Schausberger.

F.l.: Victor Matei, Canon Romania, 
Johannes Becker, Becker Consult, 

Renate Weber, Member of Europe-
an Parliament, Franz Schausberger, 

Adrian Raducan, Raiffeisen Romania, 
Christian Macedonschi, Member of the 

City Council of Brașov, Bogdan  Palfi, 
Moderator.

FOCUS
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presented the offers of CANON for 
modern technical equipment and 
communication of regional and local 
administrations. The equipment 
guarantees an effective, rapid and cost 
efficient solution.
 
The Café d’ Europe Régional 
took place in a coffee house in the 
afternoon.   The ‘Café’ is a public 
discussion with experts from various 
EU institutions and citizens, who got 
the opportunity to address European 
issues directly. Questions about rights 
of EU citizens and the elections to 
the European Parliament on May 25, 
2014 were discussed intensively with 
the Austrian Ambassador to Romania 
Michael Schwarzinger, the Deputy 
Economic delegate in Bucharest Arnulf 
Gressel, IRE Chairman and Member of 
the Committee of the Regions Franz 
Schausberger, the Members of the 
European Parliament Iuliu Winkler, 
Dragos Florin David and Renate 
Weber as well as other representatives 
of the EU institutions and IRE partners. 
Romania will be represented by 32 MEPs 
in the European Parliament, instead of 
the previous 33 MEPs. It is the second 
European election for the Romanians 
since their EU accession in 2007.

Kindly supported by
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IRE symposium on broadband in Hallwang, AT 

Access to high-capacity 
internet is a fundamental right

Austria is in need of greater broadband supply, said the 
President of the Austrian Association of Municipalities 
Helmut Mödlhammer. The expansion of broadband 

supply should not only take place in regions where it pays off 
economically but also in areas where it does not. Otherwise, 
remote regions will become socially and economically desolate. 
A supply of high speed network connections is urgently 
needed, especially for business locations and settlements in 
smaller rural areas. Broadband supply is a precondition for a 
settlement of companies in any area.

For inexplicable reasons the Austrian federal government is 
in disagreement about the financial support of the planned 
broadband program. Even though the government obtained 
the license auction for four times the expected amount, the 
promised billion Euros are blocked, criticized Mödlhammer at 
the IRE symposium on broadband supply on 27 May 2014 in 
Hallwang near Salzburg.

The representative of the Erste Group Bank AG, Werner Weihs-
Raabl, noted that Austria does not belong to the frontrunners 
in terms of broadband availability. Many other countries have a 
rich broadband network, even though economically speaking 
they are far behind Austria. The Erste Group Bank AG along 
with the European Investment Bank (EIB) financing models 
provides for infrastructure projects like broadband supply for 
regions, communities and municipalities. The establishment 
of networks must be done optimally and cost-effectively, yet 
the development of the difficult to access rural areas is only 
possible by public funding.

Josef Schwaiger, County Commissioner for the Province 
of Salzburg responsible for rural areas, also called on the 
Austrian federal government to immediately begin with the 
implementation of the broadband initiative. He added that the 
use of the proposed billion Euros is not needed immediately 

but can be spent at a later stage of the process. Many young 
people move to the cities because of the good communication 
structures, which are missing in the rural areas. Abtenau and 
Pinzgau are two “white spots” in the province of Salzburg with 
no broadband supply. Both communities need to get wired 
to prevent a competitive disadvantage. Schwaiger will shortly 
invite suppliers to a meeting to discuss this topic. The general 
aim is to take stock regarding ducts, which still are inefficiently 
used.

Countries such as Qatar, South Korea and Hong Kong are 
far ahead of the European countries when it comes to the 
development of internet supply. It would take Austria about 
30 years to reach the broadband quality of the countries 
mentioned above, explained Andrea Faggiano from Arthur 
D’ Little, Rome. The support of the government is absolutely 
necessary in order to catch up with those countries. Small rural 
areas are a great opportunity for small companies to avoid a 
monopoly of large companies.

The overall expansion of high-speed connections throughout 
Europe would require an investment of around 200 billion 
Euros, said Wolf-Dietrich Grussmann from the European 
Commission DG CONNECT. The companies in the region will 
benefit greatly from it as 80 percent of the expenses need to 
be invested in construction measures. The aim of the European 
Commission is to achieve a basic supply of 30 Mbit/sec until 
2020. There are several opportunities for cost reduction:

u	Better use of existing infrastructure;

u	Coordinated improvement of new construction projects;

u	Acceleration of the authorization procedures;

u	Setting-up a high-performance infrastructure in buildings.

formed the 90 conference participants about a new EU 

directive (2014/61/EU) from 15 May 2014, which focuses on 
the reduction of costs for the high-speed network and is based 
on the opportunities mentioned earlier. The directive aims 
at increasing private investment. Additionally, the member 
states need to reform their building law in agreement with the 
directive.

Alfred Ruzicka from the Austrian Ministry for Transport, 
Innovation and Technology emphasized that the population 
very often is not even aware of the importance of broadband. 
A great Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
strategy is necessary, which the federal government is currently 
working on. The long-term aim is to achieve a universal 
coverage of 100 Mbit/sec.

At the global level, the conditions for the development 
of broadband networks in Austria are very positive, said 
Alexander Kanhäuser, Head of Sales ZTE Austria GmbH. 
Even though the fiber infrastructure is not covering the needs, 
various conditions such as the ducts have already been made 
available for 10 years. In addition, transitional technologies 
such as copper wires and radio relay links are available or 
quickly producible. Despite the recognized necessity for an 
expansion of the broadband supply, especially in rural areas, 
no investments are being made at the time. However, it is 
expected that the offered applications and services in the 
future will increase the market pressure and the demand for 
broader data supply. The profitability will then be illustrated 
more easily, regardless of any subsidies.

A first program for the deployment of broadband networks 
was performed in Bavaria from 2008 to 2011, reported 
Oliver Schrempel from the Bavarian State Office for Survey 
and Geoinformation, Munich. The goal was to build a better 
connection for underserved areas with less than 1 Mbit/sec. 
A total funding of 108 million Euros for 1300 municipalities 

FOCUS
Broadband Internet

FOCUS
Broadband 

Internet

was provided. Afterwards, 98.5 percent of the funded projects 
reached bandwidths with 6 to 16 Mbit/sec. The current funding 
program was initiated to expand the high-speed, next-
generation networks in commercial and accumulation areas. 
Bavaria is currently working on a new broadband directive, 
which simplifies the process, reduces the processing steps 
and increases the coverage of support and the flexibility. Thus, 
cities and towns can align planning and realization of the 
objectives on their individual framework conditions, which 
is also possible for an inter-municipal structure. According to 
Schrempel, the “Local Master Plan” is the key to success.

With his concept of “Fiber to all!” Carl Jonas Birgersson, 
expert and visionary in the area of   broadband, declared 
open networks a priority, in order to ensure an affordable 
and comprehensive coverage of internet. He operates on 
the market for business support systems used for selling, 
delivering, invoicing, administering and monitoring broadband 
services. He has been engaged in this for almost ten years. At 
Bredbandsbolaget, a Swedish Internet service provider, he 
constructed the control systems that made it possible to be the 
first in the world to deliver symmetric broadband connections 
initially at 10/10 Mbps and shortly thereafter at 100/100 Mbps.

F.l.: Alfred Ruzicka, Alexanderr Kanhäuser, Werner Weihs-Raabl, Josef 
Schwaiger, Franz Schausberger, Helmut Mödlhammer and Andrea Faggia-
no.

Kindly supported by
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 by Thomas Rothrock

On the 18th of September this year, Scottish citizens will 
go to the polls to decide whether or not to remain a 
part of the United Kingdom, a country they have been 

a part of since 1707. 

Scotland has maintained a distinct identity and culture throug-
hout the past 300 years as part of Great Britain. They have 
fought for their island at home and abroad with their coun-
terparts in the south. They have significantly contributed to 
the world’s wealth of knowledge, offering us such great minds 
as Hume and Livingston. They have done all this within the 
peaceful union that unites their island. So what exactly has 
changed so dramatically that has caused some to rethink their 
membership?

The rise of Scottish nationalism came about during the second 
half of the 20th century. It escalated alongside many other new 
ideas; environmentalism, non-nuclear proliferation, gender 
and sexual equality, to name a few. As the world became more 
interconnected, Scottish minds were set free, and so Scotland 
became more diverse. The Conservatives in London, however, 
were less concerned with these developments. Many Scots vo-
ting for independence feel that Scotland has been mismana-
ged from London for too long and that they could do a better 
job on their own. The values and concerns that once held Scot-
land and the other kingdoms together have been significantly 
altered. French-Canadian Politician, Rene Levesque, noted a 
sense of “Britishness” during his time posted in Scotland during 
the Second World War, but on returning in the 1970s he noted 
a distinct feeling of “Scottishness”. The European Union Elec-
tions in May 2014 offer testimony to this ideological drift. The 

A Look Into The Scottish Independence Referendum

United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP) won the vote ove-
rall in the country, displaying England’s broad anti-EU attitude. 
Labour came in second, leaving the Prime Minister’s (David 
Cameron) conservative party third. Scotland, however, voted 
mostly for Labour and the Scottish Nationalist Party. A look at 
the recent EU and Scottish Parliament election results makes 
Scotland already seem like a nation apart.   

The Thatcher years substantially eroded conservative sympa-
thy in Scotland, and the Scottish Nationalist Party stumbled 
alongside Labour, until they came out on top with an overall 
majority. This paved the way for a chance at independence. 
At the beginning of the year the No Campaign (Better Toge-
ther) had a substantial lead, but the Yes Campaign has been 
steadily gaining support despite several concessions from 
Westminster. Some of the concerns from both sides revolve 
around Welfare policy, companies and banks deciding to leave 
or stay, the currency dilemma, EU re-admittance and North Sea 
oil. The oil question is a particularly heated one. North Sea oil 
was discovered in the 1970s and became the savior of the UK 
economy in those troubled times. The revenue from black gold 
helped London to excel, while Scotland fell behind, especially 
in Glasgow. However, there is no straightforward solution or 
consensus for any of these concerns. For example, the UK clai-
med that the North Sea oil would only last 20 years. It has now 
been 30 years and both Scottish Nationalists and Unionists ar-
gue about how profitable the industry still is. 

For Yes voters in Scotland, the choice is about decentralizing 
government to correct a perceived democratic deficit, achie-
ving fiscal autonomy, and following a more global and Euro-
pean path towards democracy. Those voting No in September 
want to continue with the tradition of stability and security 
that the UK provides. The debate so far has had its characters, 
making each side look a bit petty, but overall it has been quite 
civil and good-natured. The referendum itself is very unique in 
this sense and especially when considering the fact that coun-
tries have historically been founded through blood and not 
votes.

Photo:  http://www.shreejalaramtravels.com/United%20kingdom_
Abroad.html
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Local elections in Kosovo

The rising political culture in Kosovo

by Artan Murati

It may not have the same political culture and electoral expe-
riences as most European countries, but the six-year old Repu-
blic of Kosovo has already started to create and develop these 
habits.  Other than the liberation of Kosovo in 1999, the most 
notable date in the history of Kosovo is its declaration of inde-
pendence in 2008. Independence changed all facets of life in 
Kosovo, including the election process. This article will give a 
short overview regarding local elections in Kosovo, its develop-
ment and the expected future results from the aforementioned 
process. 

In the Republic of Kosovo, local elections have been held six 
times so far. The first elections for local government, which 
were notable because they were the first elections following 
Kosovo’s liberation, were held on 28 October 2000. 913,179 
people voted in these elections; this turnout equates to 79% 
of the voting population. The elections were held with open 
lists and citizens were given the opportunity to vote for a sin-
gle candidate for the Local Assembly. Voting took place in 30 
municipalities. 13,976 observers, most from international orga-
nizations, were present at the elections. 

The next elections for local government were held on 26 Oc-
tober 2002. 1,320,481 voters registered for these elections and 
54% of the voting population voted. These elections were or-
ganized with closed lists and citizens were only permitted to 
vote for certain political parties instead of particular candi-
dates. After the conclusion of elections, the victorious parties, 
in accordance with the election results, selected their allotted 
members for the Local Assemblies. 1/3 of deputy candidates 
were determined on the basis of gender. In total, there were 30 
municipalities where the elections were organized.

The local elections organized in 2004 did not differ much from 
the previous elections in 2002; they were also held at the same 
time as the national elections. These elections were held on 23 
October 2004. 1,412,680 voters (a 49.52 % voter turnout) parti-
cipated in this election, which was organized with closed lists 
and voting based on political party. 

The 2007 local elections were held on November 17 2007. They 
were the last elections organized by cooperation between UN-
MIK and Kosovo authorities before the country of Kosovo de-
clared its independence. The turnout for the local elections was 
39.4% of the voting population, while for the parliamentary 
elections held at the same time drew 54% of the voting popu-
lation. Citizens could also vote for a mayor in a separate ballot. 
The elections were organized in 30 municipalities around Koso-
vo, but the UN administration appointed the assemblies in five 
municipalities where the Serbs lived, including four mayors.

The 2009 Elections were held on 15th November 2009. The Cen-
tral Election Commission, based on the Law on Central and Lo-
cal Elections, implemented these elections, the first elections 
organized independently after Kosovo’s declaration of inde-

pendence on February 17th, 2008. In these elections 709,362 
voters (representing 45.36% of the voting population) cast 
their ballots.  From the results of the November 15 elections, 
21 municipalities went in the second round of elections.

However, the results of the 2007 elections were greatly dispu-
ted, as they gave rise to accusations of fraud and discussion of 
voting inaccuracies. As a result, Kosovo faced a very important 
test in its democratic development; namely, Kosovo needed to 
find a way to organize orderly and free elections, which were 
necessary in order for democracy to function and for Kosovo to 
progress along its path toward European integration. The April 
agreement in Brussels between the Prime Minister of Kosovo, 
Thaqi, and his Serbian counterpart Dacic, brought about a 
new and challenging situation for Kosovo, whereby the sepa-
rate political structures operating in the Serbian municipalities 
of Northern Kosovo would merge with Kosovo’s political sys-
tem. For the first time, the Serbs would take part in elections 
organized by Kosovo. The election turnout was 46.31 % which 
is considered satisfactory compared to the turnout in the pre-
vious elections.

Kosovo Elections are held every four years for local assemblies 
and municipal mayors, as well as in exceptional cases. Under 
the legislation in force in Kosovo, the mayor is elected accor-
ding to the majority system, and if fails to win over 50 % of the 
vote, he/she goes to a runoff with candidate who is ranked se-
cond. In contrast to the selection of the mayor, local assembly 
members are elected under the proportional system. 

Regarding the electoral authorities, the most important autho-
rity is the Kosovo Central Election Commission (CEC). The 

www

Map: http://www.ezilon.com/maps/europe/kosovo-maps.html
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Guests who plan to spend their holidays in the exceptional moun-
tain and lake areas in and around Salzburg, will necessarily come into 
contact with Salzburg Airport. Small, neat and family-like and yet mee-
ting international standards – these are the things customers especial-
ly appreciate about Salzburg Airport. Passengers heading for a business 
or holiday trip in Salzburg, Tyrol, Upper Austria, Styria or the neighbo-
ring Bavarian areas, use the airport to reach their final destination as 
fast and as convenient as possible.

Especially British, Scandinavian, German and Russian guests as well as 
tourists from overseas use Austria´s largest regional airport for their 
journey to the region of Salzburg. It´s the incredibly beautiful landscape 
and the Austrian people´s sense of humor as well as their friendly hello 
(“Grias Di”) that imparts a special charm to the country. In winter it is 
especially the skiing resorts that attract tourists from all over the world, 
whereas in summer time it is the crystal clear lakes and lush alpine me-
adows that invite people to go hiking or relax in one of the many alpine 
huts enjoying some of the regional specialties.

Salzburg Airport has 3.000 parking lots in immediate vicinity of the 

Salzburg Airport: 
the place to land to visit the most 

beautiful mountain and lake areas 
in Europe

terminal. 
Internati-
onal cu-
s t o m e r s 
enjoy the short distances, the staff´s friendliness and the all-around-
service offered, including a quick and well-qualified handling. Within 
minutes passengers can make their way from check-in through security 
to the gate-area. As a regional airport, connections to the most impor-
tant international hubs such as Frankfurt, Vienna, Berlin, Düsseldorf, 
Hamburg, Palma de Mallorca, Zurich, Istanbul, London or Cologne 
with connecting flights to destinations worldwide are essential. In ad-
dition the summer flight schedule includes many destinations around 
the Mediterranean. Within a business year the three big alliances (Star 
Alliance, oneworld and Skyteam) are represented at the airport by va-
rious airlines.

Austria´s largest regional airport brings about one million guests to the 
most important economic and touristic regions of Western Austria. Find 
out more about latest offers and news on our website www.salzburg-air-
port.com . We are looking forward to welcoming you as our guest soon! 
                               – PR –
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Kosovo Central Election Commission (CEC), a permanent in-
dependent institution established by the Constitution of the 
Republic, is the central authority regarding the organization 
and conduct of elections in the country. The CEC regulates the 
electoral process through the adoption of Electoral Rules and 
supervises in all aspects to ensure that the elections achieve 
international standards.

The main legislative provisions which regulate how elections 
in general and, in particular, local elections are held and or-
ganized can be found in the Constitution of the Republic of 
Kosovo, relevant laws and several regulations and other legal 
acts. Kosovo’s Parliament has adopted two specific laws that 
regulate the issue of local elections: the Law on Local Elections 
and the Law on Local Self- Government.

Other than constitutional provisions and specific laws regar-
ding elections, there are many other legislative acts, mostly re-
gulations that contain legal provisions regarding specific issues 
that are important for local elections, which govern elections. 
These regulations are approved mostly by the Central Election 
Commission or by the Ministry of Local Administration. 

Moreover, in order to make the voting process confidential 
and reliable, the Criminal Code of Kosovo contains sanctions 
for people who abuse the vote and the voting process with up 
to five years of imprisonment. 

Integrating the Serbian majority of the Northern Kosovo re-
mains a big challenge for CEC and the institutions of Kosovo. 

Even though the 2013 local elections involved the whole coun-
try for the first time, the challenges regarding Northern Kosovo 
persist. Indeed, there were even multiple issues in the region 
on Election Day itself. 

Involvement in political debate and the depth of political cul-
ture have both continued to rise in Kosovo, as a comparison of 
the first and the last elections held in Kosovo shows. The ap-
proach of political parties and politicians in general is shifting 
from personal and merit-based to more programmatic and 
conceptual votes.

Greek local and regional elections 2014

Eurosceptic Greece votes in local and European 
elections

The Greek local and regional elections were seen as a test of the 
ruling coalition’s stability. The effects of the debt crisis and a six-
year recession remain visible in a country where more than half 
of young people are unemployed. Greek political parties have 
played on voters’ fears of more austerity measures and political 
instability. Prime Minster Antonis Samaras stands for a rigid 
austerity policy to lead the country out of its debt crisis, while 
the left-wing party SYRIZA rejects the austerity measures.

The first round of local elections was held on 18 May 2014 to 

elect representatives for the country‘s local authorities, com-
prising 13 regions and 325 municipalities. Traditionally, can-
didates at local elections do not run under the official name 
of any party as the constitution only foresees the participa-
tion of electoral lists and not parties. Despite this theoretical 
independence and distinction, most candidates, for practical 
purposes, run as local representatives of the national political 
parties.

Voters largely split themselves between the eurosceptic par-
ties of SYRIZA on the far-left and the Golden Dawn on the far-
right. However, SYRIZA received the majority of the votes, even 
though it was not expected to perform well due to its weak 
local organization. Candidates backed by the ruling New De-
mocracy party of Prime Minister Samaras fared poorly. In light 
of the results, Alexis Tsipras, leader of the SYRIZA party, wa-
sted no time in calling for early general elections saying the 
outcome of the local elections undermined the government’s 
political and moral legitimacy.

In Athens, New Democracy failed to make the runoff elections 
for the first time since 1975. The election then came down to 
a head-to-head race between Gabriel Sakellaridis, who was 
supported by SYRIZA, and the current mayor, Giorgos Kami-

Party Nation-
wide 
results

Change 
from 
2010 local 
elections

New Democracy 26.3 - 6.3
SYRIZA 17.7 + 12.7
PASOK (social-democratic Party) 16.2 - 18.5
KKE (Communist Party of Greece) 8.8 - 2.1
XA (Golden Dawn) 8.1 -
DIMAR (Democratic Left) 3.8 + 1.6
ANEL (Independent Greeks) 3.2 -
Anticapitalist Left Cooperation for 
the Overthrow

2.3 + 0.5

Ecologist Greens 2.1 - 0.7
All others 11.1 + 0.8

Nationwide percentage results

Atonis Samaras

Photo: http://euroasianews.com/greek-pm-rules-out-a-third-bail-out/

nis (independent). Kaminis won the second round with a 52 
percent majority and will start his second tenure in September 
of this year. 

Runoff elections took place in twelve other regions on 25 May 
2014, the same day as the elections to the European Parlia-
ment. Overall, New Democracy-backed candidates won gover-
norships in seven of the country’s regions, while SYRIZA won 
in two, including the Attica metropolitan region that includes 
Athens. Independent candidates took four governorships. The 
overall turnout was 61.6 percent in the first round and 60.2 per-
cent in the second round. 

Syriza Wins EU Elections

The SYRIZA party placed first in elections to the European 
Parliament, but it did not destabilize the Prime Minister’s go-
vernment. While both governing parties have each lost several 
percentage points, their combined popular support is above 
the support of the main opposition.

In the short run, there is no potential of government instabili-
ty. SYRIZA gets six seats in the European parliament, New De-
mocracy five and ELIA two. The nationalist Golden Dawn party 
jumped to third place, with 8 percent of the vote. This result 
gives them three seats. 

Source: DW, zam/det/sti (afp, dpa), Hellenic Ministry of the Interior

 

Alexis Tsipras
Photo: @ Matthias 
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Keine Sorgen,
     Oberösterreich

Unsere Versicherung 
mit Heimatvorteil.

on movements within its Member States, the candidate countries 
or potential candidate countries.

The European Commission needs to be more aware of the fact 
that the Treaty of Lisbon from 2009 provides for a strengthening 
of the subsidiarity principle and a stronger consolidation of regio-
nal and municipal identity. The EU should be more active in pursu-
ing regionalism in the Member States and EU candidate countries. 
Decentralization and strong regional and local self-governmental 
structure must therefore be established as EU accession criteria. 
The EU needs to work out a concept for those cases, where the 
path to greater regionalization is no longer sufficient and the 
secession is unstoppable: a strategy for an „internal enlarge-
ment“ by changing the EU‘s internal borders without risking the 
European Union.

The EU‘s ultimate goal and efforts must be to secure a democratic 
and non-violent process. The EU does not need to fear new state 
formations within its territory. Sometimes secession is the better 
solution in order to be merged again in the European idea of in-
tegration.”

by Franz Schausberger

During his opening speech at a symposium on the topic of „Upri-
sing of the sub-national regions - Europe‘s challenges of the 21st 
century?“ at the Akademie für Politische Bildung Tutzing (Acade-
my for Civic Education) in Tutzing/ Bavaria on 30 May 2014, Dr. 
Franz Schausberger responded to the question of whether regi-
onalism in Europe would lead to more separatism with a definitive 
„No“. He is convinced that well-understood decentralization and 
regionalization significantly improves the satisfaction of citizens 
in the regions and with its local authorities, thereby strengthening 
the entire state.  So far, the consistent refusals to regionalize and 
implement strong regional self-governments have only caused 
the desire for separation from the mother country and inde-
pendence.

The urge of independence will not be prevented by centralization, 
despite the concessions of regional self-determination. On the 
contrary, centralization accelerates and intensifies the process 
of secession. Schausberger continued: “The secession and for-
mation of new states in Europe is certainly not a specific feature 
of the 21st century. Europe has seen states and empires dissolve. 
In the past 150 years, many new and small states have emerged. 
Changes to the international landscape are nothing special to hi-
storians in retrospect and should be regarded with a little more 
composure. Such developments are increasingly happening wi-
thin the EU, which is new to the European integration project. The 
EU‘s challenge is to properly deal with independence and secessi-

EU should prepare for 
„internal enlargement“

the existing emblem and flag. On the one hand, advocates of the 
complete abolition of the autonomy of Vojvodina were primari-
ly right-wing (DSS, SRS and the extreme right wing movements). 
Meanwhile, centrist parties on the other hand found themselves 
parties advocating the separation of Vojvodina from the Republic 
of Serbia (various regional parties and movements). The greatest 
responsibilities for making the new statute and the definition of 
the status of Vojvodina have rested with the ruling party in Vojvo-
dina (DS, SVM and LSV). From my perspective a politically prag-
matic and legal legally imposed solution is to amend the Consti-
tution in accordance with the decision of the Constitutional Court 
of the Republic of Serbia.

I do believe that changes to the Statute of Vojvodina will ultima-
tely prompt alterations to the entire Serbian constitution; in fact, 
talks regarding the amendment of the Serbian constitution are 
being led in conjunction with the discussion on Vojvodina.  The 
current Constitution was adopted in historically and politically 
different circumstances than today; because of these facts a new 
Constitution is naturally and politically expedient. This change in 
circumstances primarily stems from the fact that the people clear-
ly opted to enter the EU (Serbia’s candidate status). As a result, 
one must acknowledge that the supreme law of the Constitution 
must therefore be in line with the European Constitution and the 
standards of the EU member states. The new constitution would 
certainly define and recognize the status of the region (Vojvodina) 
as a modern European region with the rights to its own funding, 
international cooperation and with the possibility of creating 
their own development policies and investments within the Repu-
blic of Serbia. Vojvodina, given its specific historical, legal, demo-
graphic, socio-economic and political legacy, certainly deserves 
these rights.“

by Igor Draskovic

Although Vojvodina as a region has existed for centuries, it has 
changed hands between many countries over these years. The last 
changes to the laws governing the status of Vojvodina (Statute of 
the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina) were adopted with a lar-
ge majority in the parliament of Vojvodina in May of 2014. The 
previous statute was a subject of debate for almost two years in 
the social and political sphere; as a result, centrist parties in the 
Serbian political scene launched a request to review the consti-
tutionality of the act. The Constitutional Court of the Republic of 
Serbia reviewed some of the counts of the Vojvodina Statute as 
well as the access amendment to the statute that is to be harmo-
nized with the Constitution and ruled them both to be unconstitu-
tional. The working group regarding this issue was headed by the 
President of the Vojvodina Parliament. All parliamentary parties 
participated in the drafting of the new draft statute regarding 
procedure and consensus in the Vojvodina parliament. According 
to established procedure, a draft of the statute was sent to the Re-
publican state parliament for a vote, and after an affirmative vote, 
was adopted by the provincial parliament. 

The most significant changes were related to issues of direct inter-
national cooperation with other countries and regions (all such 
initiatives were cancelled under the new law), meaning that Vo-
jvodina is restricted to cooperate with other European countries, 
however with the permission of Serbia it can cooperate with Euro-
pean regions. Also the means of financing the province (modified) 
and abolition of the status of the capital city of Novi Sad (the title 
of “capital” was replaced with that of “administrative center of the 
region”), the term Government of Vojvodina (modified to “provin-
cial government”) and adding another coat of arms and flag on 

Alignment of the Statute of the Autonomous 
Province of Vojvodina to the Constitution of 
Republic of Serbia (temporary solution)

At its meeting of 24 June 2014, the 
Committee of the Regions (CoR) 

decided to appoint Mr Jiří Buriánek 
(Photo above) as new CoR Secretary Ge-
neral. IRE-president Franz Schausber-
ger discussed with Mr. Buriánek future 
cooperation.
Mr. Buriánek, of Czech and German nati-
onality, is currently Director at the Secre-
tariat-General of the Council, responsible 
for key dossiers in the area of network 
industries and European infrastructures.
Prior to this, he has served as Enlar-
gement Manager at the European 
Commission‘s DG Joint Research Centre 
and as Secretary General of PostEurop. 
Mr. Buriánek has also held manage-
ment positions at national level. His ed-
ucation includes a law degree, a PhD in 
European Law and a Master of Business 
Administration.

Members of the EU’s Committee of 
the Regions (CoR) elected on 27 

June Michel Lebrun (EPP) (Photo be-
low) as their new president who placed 
economic growth and jobs for young at 
the top of his priorities. The municipal 
councillor of Viroinval took over from 
Luis Ramón Valcárcel Siso who was 
elected MEP. (Michel Lebrun, r., Micha-
el Schneider, EPP-group president, l.).
Michel Lebrun has been a member of 
the CoR since its creation in 1994. As 
well as being Vice-President of Belgium’s 
Walloon parliament he held a number 
of posts during his illustrious political 
career in Belgium including Minister of 
Higher Education, Research and Inter-
national Relations in Wallonia Brussels 
Federation, and Minister of Infrastruc-
ture, Transport and Spatial Planning in 
Wallonia.
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Student accomodation 
«Leonardo»
Röcklbrunnstraße in Salzburg
160 apartments with single 
and/or double rooms

Student accommodation 
«Matador» Kuchl
Kuchl near Salzburg
102 apartments

Student accommodation 
«Mozart»
Faberstraße – Salzburg
185 rooms

Student accommodation 
Puch/Urstein
At the campus of the college of 
Puch near Salzburg
328 modern single-room-apart-
ments, including 7 with facilities 
for handicapped persons

Administration/Booking for 
Leonardo, Matador, Mozart and 
Puch:
Salzburger Studentenwerk
Gemeinnützige GmbH
Billrothstraße 10 – 18
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 93030 0
office@sstw.at
www.studentenheim.at

Thomas Michelsheim
19 double rooms and 25 single 
rooms
Administration/Booking for 
Michelsheim: 
Wolf-Dietrich-Straße 16
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 871691 610
studentenheim@khw.at
www.khw.at

The rooms dispose of a living 
space of about 20 – 24 m², 
bathroom, kitchenette as well as 
connections for internet and TV.

u  Know how and longtime experiences in the construction 
of age-corresponding housing

Salzburg Wohnbau is
the specialist for student

accommodations
Salzburg is not only well-known for its 
cultural heritage, but it is also increasin-
gly important due to its possibilities in 
higher education. The University of Salz-
burg, founded already in 1622, currently 
is composed by five faculties, namely law, 
sciences, humanities, theology and me-
dicine (Private University). Furthermore, 
the city hosts the famous conservatoire 
“Mozarteum”, as well as colleges of hig-
her education (the so called “Fachhoch-
schulen”). The city of Salzburg therefore 
offers a rich variety of different study and 
research programmes, followed today by 
16.000 students. One important aspect 
in this regard is the supply of affordable 
student accommodations.
The Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH is not 
only one of the leading housing compa-
nies in Salzburg and the market leader 
for public municipal housing but also a 
specialist for the realisation of student 
accommodations.             – PR –

Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH

w Property administration with  
 26.000 units
w 17.000 apartments, including  
 5.000 rented accommodations
w Public supported housing
w Assisted living
w Student accommodations

Bruno-Oberläuter-Platz 1, 5020 Salzburg
+43 662 2066 0
www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

photos: christof-reich.com (5), dreamstime.com (1)

Visit us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/sbg.wohnbau

The Central European Initiative (CEI):
Regional cooperation for European integration and 
bridge between macro-regions
The Central European Initiative (CEI), founded in Budapest 
on 11 November 1989, is a regional intergovernmental forum 
committed to supporting European integration through 
cooperation between and among its Member States and with 
the European Union (EU), other interested public institutions 
or private and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as well 
as international and regional organizations. In order to offer a 
solid contribution to European integration, the CEI combines 
multilateral diplomacy and project management, both as 
donor and recipient. Its institutional and geographical position 
enables the CEI to act as a bridge between macro-regions.

The CEI strategic objectives are the following:

u	Support CEI Member States on their path towards European 
integration;

u	Promote the alignment of CEI Member States to EU 
standards;

u	Implement small and medium-sized projects;
u	Convert constructive ideas into innovative results.

In this context, the aim of the political cooperation is to 
supply  the countries and their institutions with a flexible, 
pragmatic platform for regional cooperation, while focusing on 
their preparation to a future accession to the European 

Union (EU). In doing so, special attention is given to capacity 
building of the non-EU CEI Member States. In large part due 
to the ideal location of the CEI, this goal is pursued through 
the transfer of experience and the exchange of experience 
between those countries which are members of the EU and 
those which are not. The CEI is actively engaged in supporting 
projects in various areas of cooperation and in mobilizing 
financial resources to provide greater possibilities for studying, 
financing and executing national and international projects.

The CEI’s  added value lies in the specific  combination of 
operational structure, funds and instruments. 
The Organization’s priorities within the established areas of 
cooperation are clearly defined in the triennial Plan of Action. 
Its headquarters are located in Trieste, Italy.
For more information see: http://www.cei.int/

The most pressing concern of the Hungarian county of Vas 
is its connection to the European transport network, said 
the President of Vas County Ferenc Kovács to the Chairman 
of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) Franz Schaus-
berger, who visited Szombathely, the capital of Vas County, 
on 21 April 2014. The county Vas is located close to the bor-
ders of Austria and eastern Slovenia; this location makes 
this issue a regional, cross-border concern which involves 
the Province of Burgenland and the neighboring regions of 
Slovenia. Cross-border cooperation among the communi-
ties primarily takes place in the tourism sector (pilgrimage 

IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger 
visited the Hungarian county Vas: 

 

Successful 
implementation of 

cross-border EU 
regional funding

routes, Castle Road, nature parks, etc.), infrastructure (elec-
tricity, gas, sewage, technology centers) and cross-border 
EU projects. Numerous Croatian and German-speaking stu-
dents from Hungary go to Austrian schools across the border.  
IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger described the three-
country region of Austria, Hungary and Slovenia as a model 
example of a region that, until 25 years ago, was divided by 
the Iron Curtain, but that has also developed significantly 
in large part due to intensive cross-border regional and lo-
cal cooperation and the wise use of EU subsidies for cross-
border projects.



Prahova County, 
Romania
 
represented by President Mircea Cosma

Prahova is an admi-
nistrative district in 
southeast Romania, 
with the capital of 
Ploiesti. The district 
is divided into two 
municipalities (Ploi-
esti and Campina), 
twelve cities, and 90 
smaller areas (inclu-
ding more than 400 
villages). Prahova, 
the district with the 
largest number of 
cities in the country, 
has 817,632 inhabi-
tants. Prahova Coun-
ty is situated on the 

southern slopes of the Southern Carpathians at the 
crossing of the most important roads and railways to 
Transylvania and Moldova. Prahova County includes 
all the geographical configurations which determine 
the multitude of soil and subsoil activities and also a 
wide range of economic activities. The territory of Pra-
hova is situated on three major relief structures (26% 
mountains, 36% hills and 37,2 % fields) which spread 
in geological folds in NW-SE direction, going down 
from the height of the Bucegi mountains (2507 m 
Omu peak), towards the mild altitude of the sub Car-
pathians (400 – 900 m), and eventually down into an 
endless horizon of fields (70-200 m).

Main development priorities:

u	Environment

u	Tourism: mountain tourism, agro-tourism, balneary 
and eno-gastronomy tourism, cultural-history tou-
rism 

u	Prahova is par excellence a touristic county. The most 
important touristic areas of the county are: Prahova 
Valley (ski resorts: Sinaia, Busteni, Azuga; the first 
golf club in Romania “Lac de Verde” at Breaza; etc.), 
Teleajen Valley, Doftana Valley, Slanic Valley (Slanic 
Prahova is famous for its endowments and its balne-
ary and recreational opportunities: salty spas, the-
rapeutic beaches from “Baia Baciului” to “Baia Ver-

New Member to the IRE Network
The IRE welcomes new members to the network and hopes for a fruitful and strong cooperation.
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Das Gedenkjahr 2014 – der lange Weg Oberösterreichs
zur erfolgreichen Region im Herzen Europas.

Initiativen und Ausstellungen des Landes OÖ:
• Oö. Landesmuseum/Schlossmuseum Linz  

Ausstellung „Vom Leben mit dem Krieg”

• Oö. Landesgalerie, Ausstellung „Kunst und Krieg”  

• Schlossmuseum Freistadt
Ausstellungsreihe „100 Jahre Beginn des 1. Weltkrieges”

• Trinkhalle Bad Ischl, Ausstellung „Der 28. Juli 1914”

Weitere Veranstaltungen finden Sie auf 

www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at
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Schweres Erbe - 
starkes Land  

LAND
Oberösterreich

ß 100 Jahre Ausbruch Erster Weltkrieg

ß 80 Jahre Bürgerkrieg in Österreich

ß 75 Jahre Ausbruch Zweiter Weltkrieg

ß 25 Jahre Fall des Eisernen Vorhangs
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de” and 
sulphur 
w a t e r s 
and sapropelic mud at “Baia Rosie”, the Salt Mine 
“Unirea”, the Salt Mountain, etc.)

u	For a more complex agro-tourism development of 
the hilly area, the county has been promoting the 
following projects: “The Wine Road” – crosses the 
famous vineyards from the county (Dealu Mare 
vineyard), with visits to manors, lordly courts and 
monasteries; “The Fruits Road” – known as an im-
portant fruit producer; The “Voivodes Road” – em-
phasizing the routes crossed by the armies of im-
portant Romanian voivodes.

u	The network of the public institutions of culture and 
art covers the entire territorial administrative struc-
ture of Prahova County (The National Museum Peles 
at Sinaia, the National Museum of Oil at Ploiesti, the 
Cynegetics Museum of the Carpathians at Posada, 
Comarnic, the County Museum of History and Ar-
chaeology Prahova, etc.) 

u	The grazing fields and the hayfields support the 
county’s zootechny (bovines, porcines, ovines, 
fowls, etc.)

u	The main natural resources of the soil are: oil, natu-
ral gas, salt, coal,  and limestone.

u	The basic industry, oil processing, is a traditional 
activity; the first oil distillery in the world was com-
missioned in 1856 in Ploiesti.

u	Industrial Parks: Ploiesti, Plopeni, Brazi, Valeni area, 
Brazi, Aricestii Rahtivani

Prahova County Council is the local government 
authority, constituted at district level to coordina-
te municipal councils, towns and cities in order to 
achieve public services in Prahova County’s interest. 
The Council is composed of 37 county councillors in 
the current mandate (2012-2016). The current presi-
dent of the administrative district is Mircea Cosma. 
 
For more in-
f o r m a t i o n 
see: http://
www.cjph.ro/

Mircea Cosma

http://incomod.ph/admini-
strativ/prieteniile-lui-mircea-
cosma-lasa-consiliul-judetean-
fara-bani-8018
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Velika Kopanica, 
Croatia
 
represented by Mayor Ružica Vukovac

Velika Kopanica is a municipality in the northern county of 
Brod-Posavina in Croatia with 3,308 inhabitants (2011 census). 
The municipality includes the town itself as well as the smaller 
village of Mala Kopanica. Velika Kopanica lies at a transit passa-
ge, where the major trans-European rail connects eastern and 
western Croatia. Additionally, the main road links Velika Kopa-
nica to Osijek, one of the largest cities in Croatia. The famous 
Croatian teacher and writer Ivan Filipović was born in Velika 
Kopanica, and the local school and a street bear his name.

After World War II the economy of the region developed in 
the direction of agriculture. Solid agricultural and raw materi-
al bases encourage the processing industry. Velika Kopanica’s 
economy now focuses on agriculture, but it has enough land 
and people to receive investments in other sectors in the fu-
ture.

New Member to the IRE Network

A reference book on the „Classics of European thought,“ 
by personalities who have shaped today‘s Europe. A book 
many have been waiting for, which gives comprehensive 
insight into 700 years of European cultural history. The Eu-
ropean heritage is presented based on its Greek, Roman 
and Judeo-Christian roots. Meanwhile, the book also inve-
stigates the questions of what Europe owes to the Islam 
and to the Byzantines, and what imprint the legacy of 
Charles the Great left for Europe.

A study follows with over 100 classical works of European 
thought by philosophers, historians, writers and politi-
cians, who have made their contribution to today‘s image 
of Europe. This study begins with the French journalist Pi-
erre Dubois (ca.1255 – ca. 1321) and ends with the Czech 
writer and President Vaclav Havel (1936 - 2011). Numerous 
authors from all over Europe deal with the classic life, work, 
or thought and provide valuable references at the end of 

700 years of European thought

every work. In a final section, the German political sci-
entist and editor of the book Winfried Böttcher asks the 
question „Europe - quo vadis?“. His conclusion is a „Euro-
pe of the United Regions.“ He is 
convinced that the future of Euro-
pe will either be federal, regional 
and humanistic, or it will not be 
at all.

Book in German language:

Winfried Böttcher (Ed.): Klassi-
ker des europäischen Denkens. 
Friedens- und Europavorstellungen 
aus 700 Jahren europäischer 
Kulturgeschichte. Nomos Verlag 
Baden-Baden 2014. 781 Seiten.

The current mayor of Velika Kopanica is dipl. Iur. Ružica Vu-
kovac. She was elected as the first independent mayor of the 
municipality last year.
For more information see: http://www.velikakopanica.hr/

Mayor Ružica Vukovac with Joachim Fritz, IRE General 
Secretary

Großglockner 
  Hochalpenstraße

The Grossglockner High Alpine Road is one of the most fascinating 
panorama roads in Europe, leading over a length of 48 kilometres 
into the Hohe Tauern National Park. Towering high above the Pa-
sterze Glacier, the Grossglockner seems almost within reach. Chan-
ging exhibitions, themed trails, children‘s playgrounds and grandiose 
views are your guarantee for a memorable day.

HIGH ALPINE ADVENTURE FOR NATURE
LOVERS AND LEISURELY DRIVERS

© house with rockets, 1981,
Roman Signer, Emil Grubenmann © Tyrol 3, 2007, Hubert Kostner

ALPENLIEBE
An art exhibition with music and more at the
Kaiser-Franz-Josefs-Höhe, in full view of the Grossglockner.

grossglockner.at

Like  us
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Franz Schausberger met the new president (Landeshauptmann) oft 
he autonomous province of South Tyrol (Italy), Arno Kompatscher. 

He succeeded Luis Durnwalder, who was governor of South Tyrol from 
1989 to 2014. Kompatscher and Schausberger agreed to continue the 
excellent cooperation between South Tyrol and the IRE.
 

In a very amicable meeting the former president of Istria, Ivan Jakovčić, 
new elected Croatian MEP, Peter Kaiser, governor of Carinthia and 

Franz Schausberger (from right to left) discussed the possibilities of 
strengthening the cooperation between Austrian and Croatian Regions.
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Dahinter
stehen starke

Marken.

Erfolg mit starken Marken.
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10th Conference of the 
European Regions and Cities

Politics meets Economy

“EUROPE 2050: Overcrowded Metropolises – Empty Provinces”

Sunday, 28 September 2014 until Tuesday, 30 September 2014
Vienna, City Hall, (Festsaal)

Information: www.institut-ire.eu
Registration: office@institut-ire.eu

The gap between big cities and rural areas is getting wider 
every day. Big cities offer many possibilities and attract 
young people and families, whereas rural areas become 
depopulated. The provinces must become more attrac-
tive and provide good infrastructure to prevent the rural 
exodus. This is the precondition for international compe-
titiveness of the regions and their communities. Repre-
sentatives from business and politics (mayors, regional 
politicians, representatives of national governments and 

the EU) will consult with experts on topics such as regional 
transportation, energy policy, broadband and regional 
tourism to develop future oriented solutions on the basis 
of the best practice examples.

Representatives from Krapina-Zagorje (Northern Croatia) re-
cently visited Salzburg in search of expertise. The Croatian re-
gion has been a member of the IRE network since 2005 and 
primarily seeks advice regarding tourism training and networ-
king opportunities with Austrian companies. Director of the 
Austrian Economic Chamber (WKS) in Salzburg Johann Bach-
leitner informed the delegation about the educational institu-
tions of the WKS, which included a visit to the Tourism school 
in Kleßheim, Salzburg. The tourism school presented a project 
in which pupils, along with professionals, work in a hotel. The 
pupils gain more profound insight and experience at an early 
stage of their education. The delegation was accompanied by 
IRE-Board Member Bernd Petrisch and IRE-General Secretary 
Joachim Fritz. 

 
Sanja Mihovilic,  Hans Bachleitner, 

Andelko Ferek-Jambrek and Bernd Petrisch.

Krapina-Zagorje paid 
visit to Salzburg

IRE  is sponsored by



Opening Hours: 
Open daily, except Tuesdays, from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

Opened daily in July and August

Address:
 Residenzplatz 1, 
5020 Salzburg & 

Domplatz 1a, 
5020 Salzburg

www.domquartier.at

The 
DomQuartier 
of Salzburg – 
More than a 

Museum

15,000 resplendent square metres - 2,000 stunning objects - 
1,300 stirring years 
Starting in May 2014, Salzburg officially launched the DomQuartier, 
a unique highlight in the heart of the city. In a circular walking tour, 
the former centre of power for the prince-archbishops, the complex 
of Residence and Cathedral, including the Benedictine Monastery 
of St. Peter, will be accessible again for the first time in 200 years.

Heaven and Earth in One Hand
Until 1803, Salzburg´s history was essentially determined by three 
factors: territorial independence from surrounding powers, a so-
lid, economic foundation built on natural resources of salt, metal 
and precious stones deposits and the regency of the prince-archbi-
shops who ruled over „heavenly and earthly“ concerns of the peo-
ple with an absolutistic claim to power.
The building edifice of Residence and Cathedral was the focal point 
of the land ever since the Middle Ages and a visible expression of 
the might of the prince-archbishops. These factors secured perma-
nent, independent, cultural and political prosperity for the land 
from the 8th to the 18th centuries. The rich legacy of the Roma-
nesque, the Gothic and predominantly the Baroque eras still give 
evidence today of this glory. The Benedictine Monastery directly 
adjacent to this complex was founded at the start of Salzburg´s me-
diaeval history and has contributed substantially ever since to the 
development of its rich cultural and spiritual life.  
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