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The City of Wrocław hosted the IRE-event “Smart Cities” in 
March this year, where experts from all over Europe atten-
ded the conference to share their experience and thoughts 
on how to develop a sustainable infrastructure in European 
cities. Wrocław succeeded in creating new spaces for citi-
zens and business and simultaneously restored and preser-
ved its historical center. We place great value on building 
Wrocław’s identity and creating a sense of responsibility for 
the residents of the city. We would like to become a model 
example for this part of Europe, which has been building a 
new civic responsibility in the place that we live. I am ho-
nored by the fact that Wrocław was chosen to serve as a 
Best-Practice Example for the conference on smart cities. 
We have put many efforts into the urban framework of the 
city, especially after Poland joined the EU in 2004, which 
was rewarded with the title of European Capital of Culture 
in 2016. The winner of the contest will become Europe‘s 

cultural centers for the period of one year. During this time 
a lot of festivals, concerts, conferences and other artistic 
and cultural events will be held; they will attract attention 
of the inhabitants of the city, the region and the country 
as well as the entire continent. We are already preparing to 
welcome Europe in Wrocław. We will highlight the richness 
of our regional culture and raise awareness of our common 
European history and values. Wrocław, as the 2016 Europe-
an Capital of Culture has become an ambassador of Poland. 
Indeed, all of us have. Therefore, I truly appreciate the activi-
ties and initiatives of the Institute of the Regions of Europe. 
The idea to create a platform for municipalities for cross-
border cooperation aimed at sustainable economic deve-
lopment is worth supporting. 
I wish the IRE success in implementing socially and econo-
mically valuable initiatives at the regional level with posi-
tive outcomes for Europe.
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Rafał Dutkiewicz
Lord Mayor of Wrocław

Wrocław, European 
Capital of Culture 2016 

and Prime Example for a 
Smart City A referendum on the membership of the Customs Union with 

Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan or a free trade agreement with 
the EU was held in the autonomous region of Gagauzia in Mol-
dova on February 2nd 2014. An overwhelming majority of vo-
ters (98.4 percent) are in favor of integration into a Customs 
Union with Russia, said the chairwoman of the Electoral Com-
mission Valentina Lisnic. Furthermore, 97.2 percent of voters 
voted against the EU integration of Moldova and 98.9 percent of 
voters were in favor of Gagauzia‘s independence from Moldova 
if Moldova unified with Romania. The turnout was 70 percent. 

The Republic of Moldova is one of the poorest countries in Eu-
rope. It has only existed as an independent state since 1991, 
after the dissolution of the Soviet Union. The 3.154 million 
Moldovans live mainly from agriculture and the related indus-
try. Wine, brandy and canned food (fruits / vegetables), textile 
products and small electrical items are mainly exported to Rus-
sia (35.8 %), Italy (13.9%), Romania (10%) and Germany (7.3%). 
The most important partners regarding import are the Ukraine 
(24.6 %), Russia (12.2%), Romania (9.3%) and Germany (8.5%). 
The government in the capital, Chisinau, is pursuing a closer re-
lationship to the EU to reestablish the country in Southeastern 
Europe. Thus, the EU is negotiating a free trade agreement with 
Chisinau as part of the Association Agreement.
 
However, in November 2013 the autonomous region of Gag-
auzia opted for a referendum to be held on the 2nd of Febru-
ary 2014, where the Gagauzians decided on membership 
in the Customs Union with Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan, 
or a free trade agreement with the EU. The initiative of the 
leadership of the autonomous region of Gagauzia to join 
the customs union was illegal, said the President of the Par-
liament of Moldova, Igor Corman: „According to a court 
decision this consultative referendum is illegal. This initi-
ative of the Government of Gagauzia is populist and has 
the aim to destabilize the situation in the region“, said Cor-
man. The Chief Prosecutor of Moldova had previously initi-
ated a criminal case against the initiators of the referendum.  
Gagauzia is an autonomous region within Moldova. It has far-
reaching autonomy and its own government. The vast majo-
rity of the nearly 160,000 people living in the region consider 
themselves to be Gargauz. Gagauzia has an area of 1832 km² 
and is located in the south of Moldova. It consists of the core 
area around the capital, Comrat, together with the adjacent 
southeast Ceadir-Lunga, an „island“ around the city Vulcanesti 
in the extreme south, and two other enclaves in the villages of 
Copceac and Carbolia (see map).
  
The Gagauz mostly speak Russian and barely speak Romanian. 
The Romanian sociologist Dan Nicu analyzed the situation in 
the Bucharest newspaper „Adevarul“ as follows:  „This year Rus-
sia will exploit the Gagauz to block the path of Moldova to the 
west. Now the autonomous territory of Gagauzia is to be used 
as a new, more effective means of exerting pressure to retrieve 
Moldova back into the Russian sphere of influence.“ This refe-
rendum on the accession to the Russian Customs Union is only 
the first step. 
  

Gagauzia – a Russian tool to block 
Moldova´s way to the EU?

Source: http://www.profil.at/articles/1404/572/371990/gagau-
sen-georg-hoffmann-ostenhof-die-gagausische-frage 
picture: wikimedia.org
   
With the outcome of the referendum Gagauzia has increa-
sed the pressure on the central government in Chisinau. The 
central government had until recently tried to stop the refe-
rendum, as it weakens the country‘s territorial integrity. Last 
month, the Attorney General of the Republic of Moldova laun-
ched an investigation on the referendum, as earlier a court in 
Gagauzia rejected the vote as unconstitutional. The Moldovan 
Prime Minister Iurie Leanca said that the referendum has no 
legal legitimacy: „What was done in the region of Gagauzia, dis-
regards the law.“ Parliamentary elections will take place in Mol-
dova at the end of this year. One of the crucial issues will be the 
foreign policy of the country. Prior to the vote, the Gagauz Go-
vernor Mihail Formuzal had stated: „I think it is in our interest 
to be in a customs union with Russia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan 
for the next 10 years, it will enable us to modernize our eco-
nomy. The result of the referendum is a clear sign to Chisinau.“ 
 
The Customs Union was launched in 2011 and currently con-
sists of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. Armenia and Kyrgyz-
stan announced to join the group. Ukraine refused an Associa-
tion Agreement with the EU in late November 2013 in favor of 
relations with Russia. Moscow has said that the Customs Union 
will expand into a Eurasian Economic Union by 2015, very si-
milar to the EU.

Picture: Wikipedia 

On May 25th 2014, a new European parliament will be elected. 
The EU has done a lot of positive work but still there is room for 
reform. This should be clearly communicated to every person, 
even in the smallest community, which is the authority closest 
to the people.
The most important goals of the EU cannot be achieved wit-
hout the active participation of the regions, cities and munici-
palities. This also applies for the European elections. If the EU 
elections do not succeed to become a priority for mayors and 
members of municipal councils, no pro-European movement 
will start. 

Therefore, the Pro-European parties should use their local re-
presentatives to create a positive movement in the election. 
After all there are about 92,000 cities and towns in the 28 EU 
member states. If in each municipality five to six local politi-
cians could be obtained for an EU engagement, about half 
a million people would be working for a common European 
good.
Local politicians in turn must recognize that through conti-
nuing European integration already around 80 percent of all 
legislative measures have either directly or indirectly affected 
the municipalities.

Franz Schausberger, IRE-Chairman

Editorial

European Elections – a challenge for the municipality



Kindly supported by
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IRE-Expert Conference in Wrocław, Poland  

The „Smart Cities“ of Europe
About 50 percent of Europe‘s population lives in cities today, the number is expected to rise to 75 
percent in the next 36 years. This means that three out of four people will be living and working 
in urban areas. Therefore, the EU has the objective to transform cities into low-emission-zones 
and citizen-centered areas. This is a challenge that cities and regions need to begin to tackle now, 
but many of them are not yet aware of this, stated Chairman of the Institute of the Regions of 
Europe (IRE) Franz Schausberger. The goals are to reduce CO2 emissions in cities by 50 percent in 
2030 and to expel the fossil fuel -powered vehicles from city centers by 2050. Hence, necessary 
measures must be implemented now, said Schausberger at the opening of the IRE Conference 
„Smart Cities“ on 14th March 2014, in Wrocław (Poland). The Mayor of Wrocław Rafał Dutkiewicz 
and the Austrian Ambassador in Warsaw, Thomas Buchsbaum, also attended the conference.

FOCUS
Smart 
Cities

FOCUS
Smart
Cities

Natalia
SzCzUCKA

Regional 
Representation 
of the European 
Commission 
in Wrocław, 
Poland

Michael
WEBER

Head of Sales 
Eastern Europe 
of Kapsch 
TrafficCom AG

Nino
zAMBARA

DG CONNECT, 
European 
Commission, 
Brussels

Maria
WASS-
DANIELSEN

Gehl Architects 
– Urban Quality 
Consultants, 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

Experts from Europe have come together in Wroclaw to 
investigate the question of how cities and regions can 
undertake this task. Maria Wass-Danielsen, a specialist 
in transport and urban planning from Copenhagen (Den-
mark), presented the approach of the Danish capital. It 
was important to develop a „connected city“ that is citi-
zen-centered and friendly but also remains attractive and 
open for business. Wass-Danielsen stated that Copenha-
gen has created one of the best urban infrastructures, in 
which approximately 37 percent of residents get around 
by bicycle, 33 percent by public transport, 7 percent on 
foot and only 23 per cent by cars. Copenhagen has de-
veloped its transport network for this purpose and ope-
rates a „Bicycle ITS system“. Modern technology is beco-
ming increasingly important for the implementation of 
smart cities. Michael Weber, Head of Sales Eastern Eu-
rope of Kapsch TrafficCom AG, informed on new IT- and 
communication systems. Kapsch TrafficCOM develops 
and offers traffic control systems. New technologies are 
required to ensure a comprehensive and fully integrated 
solution for the enforcement of traffic rules in the city, 
says Weber. This is the foundation for quality life and 
an integrated single market. The European Commission 
recommends information and communication techno-
logy (ICT) in order to make transportation systems safer, 
smarter, and more energy efficient, reported Nino zam-
bara, the technical director of the Directorate General 
CONNECT of the European Commission in Brussels. Every 
city is unique, but the challenges are similar, hence the 
approach of cooperative mobility is pursued. Financi-
al resources from the EU are available for this purpose. 
 
In two panel discussions further concepts of experts from 
Rome, Munich, Wrocław, and Vienna were presented. This 
is already the third IRE-Conference that deals with the 
issue of efficient and ecological urban planning in Euro-
pean cities. The first Smart Cities conference took place in 
Tübingen (Germany) in 2012 and the second conference 
in 2013 in Vienna (Austria). 

From left: Michael Weber (Head of Sales Eastern 
Europe of Kapsch TrafficCom AG), Rafał Dutkiewicz 
(Mayor of Wrocław),  Franz Schausberger (Chairman 
of the IRE),  Roman Himmler (Sales Manager, Kapsch 
TrafficCom, Vienna, Austria)

Above: More than 90 international participants from 9 
countries attended the conference, which took place in the 
historical Main Hall of the Old City Hall of Wrocław, Poland.

Below: At the Welcome Reception: (from left) Ernst Kopp, 
Austrian Trade Commissioner to Poland, Austrian Ambas-
sador to Poland Thomas Buchsbaum, Austrian Vice-Hono-
rary Consul in Wrocław, Jolanta Miller, and IRE-Chairman 
Franz Schausberger.

Daniele Diaz (seated left), Head of Lem Reply Srl – a 
transport and management consultancy company 
with headquarter in Turin and offices all over Italy, 
signing the Membership Agreement with the IRE. 
Antonio Privitera (top left) Consultant for Transport 
and Mobility, Lem Reply Srl was speaking at the pa-
nel discussion on challenges for regions and cities.
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IRE conference on integration, 4th of December 2013 in the City Hall of Graz, Austria:  

Integration means potential not 
problem for the host country

Two out of three children born to-
day in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, 
have an immigrant background, 
said Walter Kindermann, Head 
of the Integration Department of 
the Ministry of Justice, Integration 
and Europe in Hessen, at the IRE 
conference „Integration policies at 
regional and local level“ on 4th of 
December 2013 in the City Hall of 
Graz. According to Kindermann, 
the concept of   integration is an es-
sential part for the community and 
has to be transferred as quickly as 
possible into the civil society. 
 
A successful integration policy can-
not be implemented without the 
commitment of the regional and 
local authorities. There are different 

approaches and activities, which are 
worth sharing. Although national 
governments can establish a frame-
work, detailed concepts need to be 
developed by the municipalities its-
elf. Migration should not be viewed 
as a problem but as an opportu-
nity with potential, said Dr. Franz 
Schausberger, chairman of the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe 
(IRE) in his opening speech to more 
than 90 participants. A  „culture of 
welcome“ on the part of the popu-
lation must be initiated to counter 
the currently prevailing skepticism. 
Lelia Hunziker, Managing director 
of „Integration of Aargau“ in Swit-
zerland, added: „There‘s no pana-
cea. Initiatives must be applied on 
the different and individual needs 
of communities. Every communi-
ty has a different composition of 
ethnicities, cultures and religions.“ 
Andreas Kiefer, Secretary General 
of the Congress of Local and Regio-
nal Authorities of the Council of Eu-
rope, emphasizes the importance 
of economic independence of 
immigrants, which results in good 
integration into the host society. 
 
Along with regulations, that need 
to be applied in order to improve 
the process of immigration, a bot-
tom-up approach should be encou-
raged, so information can be better 
communicated to the people. An 
active handling of the topic by in-
volving the civil society is the idea 
of Dirk Fassbender, deputy head 
of the European Commission Re-
presentation in Vienna. Fassbender 
reported on the EU Integration 
Fund for the new funding period, 
which is currently being negoti-
ated by the European Parliament 
and the EU Council of Ministers. An 
innovation of the Commission was 

Dirk
FASSBENDER

European 
Commission 
Representation 
in Austria

Lelia
HUNzIKER

Integration 
of Aargau, 
Switzerland

Andreas
KIEFER

Congress of 
the Council 
of Europe, 
Strasbourg,
France

Filip
RADUNOVIC

Program area 
EUROPE, ERSTE 
Foundation, 
Vienna, Austria

Walter 
KINDERMANN 

Ministry of Justice, 
Integration 
and Europe, 
Wiesbaden, 
Germany

Detlev
EISEL-
EISELSBERg

Councillor, City 
of Graz, Austria

Thomas Rajakovics (Mem-
ber of the City Council 

Graz), Franz Schausberger 
(Chairman of the IRE),  

Filip Radunović (Project 
manager, program area 

EUROPE, ERSTE Foundati-
on), Helmut Falschlehner 

(Member of the IRE Board 
of Directors).

Andreas Kiefer (Secretray 
General of the Congress 

of the Council of Europe) 
discussing integration 

with participants.

Helmut Falschlehner (Member of 
the IRE Board of Directors), An-
dreas Hopf (CEO Central Danube 
Region Marketing & Development 
GmbH) and Franz Schausberger.

Willi Herbst (Mayor of 
Weichselbaum, Austria), 
Hermann Prem (District 

Commissioner of Jenners-
dorf), Michael Janosch 

(City Councellor Jenners-
dorf), Franz Schausberger, 

Bernhard Hirczy (Deputy 
Mayor Jennersdorf, Aus-

tria) Bernd Petrisch (Mem-
ber of Advisory Board IRE).

Claus Reitan (Journa-
list), Murat Düzel (Head 
of Integrationservice in 
Lower Austria), Markus 

Patscheider (participant), 
Joachim Fritz (IRE-General-

Secretary).

FOCUS
Integration
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introduced: for the very first time the 
fund is designed for regional not natio-
nal structures. The bottom-up-approach 
was complemented by a top-down-ap-
proach. The mayor must declare integra-
tion a priority, so that a discourse process 
is guided on two levels, which will result 
in a successful implementation of inte-
gration measures, adds Kindermann. 
  
Filip Radunović, a native Montenegrin, 
who studied in Vienna, is project ma-
nager of the ERSTE Foundation in the 
program area EUROPE. He explained: 
„Austria should be proud of being a 
country of immigration in Europe. We 
will remain behind globally, if we do not 
finally understand that only through 
successful integration a new door opens 
to a common world. Our future depends 
on migration in an economic, demo-
graphic, cultural – and therefore also 
political – way.“ The Councilor for Inte-
gration of the City of Graz Detlev Eisel-
Eiselsberg sees a good education as an 
essential factor for good integration. 
Graz has a special role in this regard, as 
it introduced the first migrant advisory 
board in Austria. 
 
The event was organized by the IRE, in 
cooperation with the Austrian State Se-
cretariat for Integration, the city of Graz, 
and the Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities of the Council of Europe on 
the occasion of the Austrian Presidency. 
The IRE event was the first conference 
under the Austrian Presidency, which 
addressed the issue of integration in a 
local and regional dimension. Numerous 
experts from European institutions, go-
vernments, agencies, institutions and 
NGOs participated in this conference. 
During a panel discussion the commit-
ment and best practice examples of the 
regions and communities in Austria, Ger-
many, and Switzerland were presented.  

Kindly supported by
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nahe dem fjordähnlichen,
 schönen Kampsee.

The Croatian President Prof. Dr. Ivo Josipović joined the Board 
of Patrons for the Institute of the Regions of Europe in June 
2013. During a visit to Zagreb the IRE Chairman Franz Schaus-
berger officially handed the certificate to the Croatian Presi-
dent in the presence of the Austrian Ambassador to Croatia, 
Andrea Ikić-Böhm. The Membership of the Croatian President 
is a special honor for the IRE; President Josipović is the first 
head of state in a circle of prominent personalities from all over 
Europe, who supports the ideas and activities of the IRE. 

Other members of the Board of Patrons are:  
Former Chancellor of Germany Helmut Kohl 
Former Chancellor of Austria Wolfgang Schüssel 
Former Prime Minister of Luxemburg Jean-Claude Juncker 
singer and songwriter Hubert von goisern 
Former Czech Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg 
Former EU-Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner 
EU-Commissioner Johannes Hahn 

IRE Chairman presents 
membership certificate 

of the „Board of 
Patrons“ to the 

Croatian President

Former Minister-President of Bavaria Edmund Stoiber 
Former German Minister of Finance Theo Waigel 
(Former Mayor of Vienna Helmut zilk †)

The talks with the President of Croatia focused on the situa-
tion of European regions in times of financial and economic 
crisis. Regions need to be strengthened, especially in times of 
crisis because federal states managed the crisis better than 
centralized states. Josipović explained that Croatia still has 
some catching up to do on the issue of decentralization and 
regionalization. However, the transfer of powers to the regions 
alone is not enough; they must also be equipped with financi-
al resources to successfully exercise their competence for the 
population.

Café d´Europe Régional in Neumarkt am Wallersee, Salzburg, Austria: 
An invitation to Brussels
Why does the size of a cucumber matter to the EU? Why is 
the EU involved in the brand naming of the Austrian sausa-
ge „Käsekrainer“? Many questions like these were asked by 
students during the Café d´Europe Régional in Neumarkt 
am Wallersee, in the region of Salzburg. 

Central Europe has a long tradition of coffee houses, where 
people meet, discuss, and exchange different opinions. Refer-
ring to this social heritage, the IRE organizes public discussions 
„Café d´Europe Régional“ on a regular basis. The main aim of 
these events is to use a relaxed atmosphere to discuss EU to-
pics such as the integration process and participation of civil 
society in decision-making. High-profile referents from politics, 
diplomacy, economics, as well as an interested audience are 
invited to take part in these discussion topics.
 
In Neumarkt other popular issues were on the table, such as 
the roaming charges or immigration from South-Eastern Eu-
rope to the west. In addition controversial issues such as the 
EU‘s neighborhood policy and Austrian solidarity with the EU 
countries that are affected by the crisis were debated by the 
students of the Secondary School for Economic Professionists 
in Neumarkt am Wallersee (Austria) on  December 2nd  2013.

Experts from Brussels, Vienna, and Salzburg provided an-
swers and explanations to questions. Franz Schausberger, 
chairman of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) and 
member of the Committee of the Regions, explained to the 
students, that European regions are represented in the EU as 
well and will be heard at the supranational level. Christian 
Möller, head of the Department of Trade Policy and Foreign 
Trade, Chamber of Commerce in Salzburg stressed the eco-
nomic importance of a United Europe, which regulates and 
pushes European markets. Möller rejects the concept of the 
‚north Euro‘ and ‚south Euro‘ as it widens the discrepancy and 
differences between the EU member states. Michaela Petz-
Michez, head of the Liaison Office of the State of Salzburg to 
the EU in Brussels, pointed out how the regions work on the 
European level and encouraged the students to organize a 
trip to Brussels and visit the Salzburg Liaison Office to get the 
bigger picture. The Salzburg Liaison Office is the contact point 
for Salzburg in the European institutions. This includes the or-
ganization of business meetings and study visits in Brussels. 
EuRegio President Emmerich Riesner and mayor of the mu-
nicipality of Neumarkt am Wallersee described how much has 
been done in recent years to develop the infrastructure and 
economy of Neumarkt, which was co-financed by EU funding.
Thomas Weber, representative of the Office of the European 
Parliament (EP) in Vienna, described the function of the Euro-
pean Parliament as the only directly elected institution of the 
EU and encouraged the students to cast their vote for Europe 
in the EP elections in May 2014.

Thomas Weber, 
European Parliament 
Information Office, 
Vienna, Austria

From left: Steffen Rubach (Managing Director of EuRegio 
Salzburg – Berchtesgadener Land – Traunstein), Christian 
Möller (Head of the Department of Trade Policy and Foreign 
Trade, Chamber of Commerce in Salzburg), Emmerich Ries-
ner (Mayor of the municipality of Neumarkt am Wallersee), 
Stefanie Schenker (Moderator of the public discussion and 
Chief Editor of the Bezirksblätter Salzburg), Franz Schaus-
berger (IRE-Chairman), Michaela Petz-Michez (Head of Salz-
burg Liaison Office in Brussels), Thomas Weber (European 
Parliament Information Office, Vienna), Joachim Fritz (IRE-
General-Secretary).

FOCUS
Café d´Europe Régional

From left: Croatian President Ivo Josipović, IRE-Chairman 
Franz Schausberger and Austrian Ambassador to Croatia 
Andrea Ikić-Böhm.
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Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u
Local elections in Slovakia

by Simona Schmidtova

November 2013 witnessed two rounds of the Slovak regional 
elections. The  4 463 039 registered voters were about to elect 
the presidents and the parliaments of their regions („kraje“). 
There are currently 8 administrative regions divided into 5932 
electoral wards, where the Slovak citizens can elect in total 408 
representatives. 
The presidents´ election can have one or two rounds – in case 
a candidate reaches more than 50% of all votes, no second 
round is needed. If it´s not the case, two most successful candi-
dates proceed to the second round. 
Even though the regions are given more competencies, the 
public does not seem to be very convinced and the regional 
elections traditionally compete with the European one for the 
lowest turnout (the record is being held by the EU election of 
2004, with the turnout of 16%) and raise questions about how 
democratic such a vote is. The turnout from the first round – 
20,11% – was not an exception, but rather confirmed the trend.  

Results
The results of the president vote show a clear dominance of the 
social-democratic party SMER of the current prime-minister 
Róbert Fico. His candidates were successful in 6 out of the 8 
regions. Three candidates even reached more than 50% of the 
votes and were elected already in the first round.
The vote of the parliament representatives also showed a 
slight dominance of SMER, with the exception of the counties 
with the Hungarian minority where the Hungarian parties SMK 
and Most-Híd prevailed. The surprise though is the success of 
the independent candidates, showing that the party competi-
tion is not as important to the voters as it used to be (if one can 
make a conclusion like that by 20% turnout at all). 
The second round had a similarly sad turnout – on average 
only 17.21% of the voters were motivated to participate. 
In Trnavský, Nitrianský and Košický kraj the current presidents 
managed to get re-elected. For Milan Belica from the Nitra re-
gion it is already the 4th term in the office – meaning that the 
region in its current form has not had any other president yet. 
Interesting were the votes in Bratislava and Banská Bystrica. 
Bratislava is traditionally rather center-right than social-demo-
cratic and losing the position of the mayor of Bratislava to an 
independent candidate with the support of SMER was consi-
dered a big loss for the center-right alliance. The SMER candi-
date in this election and the current MEP Monika Flašíková-
Beňová, however, did not convince many voters and the 
opposition candidate Pavol Frešo won with almost 75% ma-
jority. 
The vote in Banská Bystrica was rather controversial and almost 
exclusively about personalities than any relevant topics. The 
controversy lies with one of the candidates - Marián Kotleba, 
the leader of the movement „People´s Party – Our Slovakia” – a 
very right wing nationalist organization focusing on the „Roma 
problem”, yet not suggesting any constructive solutions. 
The fact that he proceeded to the second round of the regional 
elections was interpreted as an act of protest against all previ-
ous governments, who, according to the public, were not able 
to solve the „Roma problem”. Despite the fact that Kotleba has 
not brought any persistent ideas either, many see him as a sort 
of hope and supported him with over 55% of the votes, mea-
ning he is the new president of Banskobystrický region. 

Future
The constant low election turnout (which only reached 17,75% 
in 2005) shows either a general apathy towards the day-to-day 
politics in the country or – which is more likely the case, as the 
parliamentarian and presidential election do gain the public 
attention – dissatisfaction and disinterest with the regions in 
their current form. These are purely artificial, heterogeneous 
and only hardly copy the historical borders. A discussion about 
the reform of the regions is therefore definitely desired. Let us 
hope for the country that the reflection comes before another 
election which will be ignored by four fifths of the population.

Local Elections in Kosovo

Citizens in North Mitrovica cast their vote four 
times

For the first time since the Republic of Kosovo declared inde-
pendence in 2008, Serbs of Northern Kosovo participated in 
the local elections on 3rd of November 2013.
The PDK (Democratic Party of Kosovo) of Prime Minister Hashim 
Thaci and the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) gained most 
of the votes in the 38 municipalities of Kosovo. The PDK won the 
majority of the votes in 13 municipalities and once again beca-
me the strongest force in Kosovo. Eleven municipalities mostly 
voted for the LDK. Minor parties won votes in the peripheral are-
as: The G.I. Srpska in 5 municipalities, the Alliance for the Future 
of Kosovo in 4, the Independent Liberal Party SLS in 2, Iniciati-
va Qytetare per Malisheven and the Turkish Democratic Party 
of Kosovo KDTP each won the majority in one municipality. 
The total turnout was 47, 83%.

Results of local election in Kosovo 2013 in numbers of munici-
pality won by the political parties (without the municipality of 
Mitrovica e Veriut).

Incidents in Northern Kosovo
In the predominantly Serb area of Northern Kosovo, local Serb 
hardliners campaigned for a boycott of the elections. On Elec-
tion Day, there were incidents and clashes with the police, af-
ter extremists raided several polling stations. This disruption 
caused the elections to be annulled in three polls in North 
Mitrovica and repeated on November 17th 2013. The govern-
ment of Serbia had encouraged Serbs in North Kosovo to par-
ticipate in the elections.
 
The Case of North Mitrovica
The partial revoting in three polls of Northern Mitrovica was 
quiet without any notable incident. The results reconfirmed 
G.I.Srpska as strong party, pushing the municipality elections 
into the second round. The mayor was elected in the runoff in 
early December.
Yet, the election winner – Krstimir Pantic, a functionary 
of the SNS – later refused to take office, which would have 
meant to be sworn in accordance with the Kosovarian law. 

The mayoral elections had to be repeated in North Mitrovica, 
on Feburary 23rd 2014. It was already the fourth time the citi-
zens were asked to cast their vote since early November, which 
explains the low turnout of about 20.6 percent. goran Rakic, 
a local official and candidate of the ruling party in Belgrade 
Serbian Progressive Party (SNS), won the mayoral elections in 
North Mitrovica.
 
Source: APA, B 92, http://www.b92.net/eng/news/in_focus.
php?id=91 (20. 1. 2014)

Local elections in Sardinia, Italy
 
Sardinian local elections boost Italian´s Prime 
minister Renzi
 
The Democratic Party (PD) of Italy‘s Prime Minister Matteo 
Renzi has won regional elections in Sardinia on February 16th 

2014. The centre-left candidate in Sardinia, Francesco Piglia-
ru, won the elections, unseating conservative incumbent Ugo 
Cappellacci. Official figures show Francesco Pigliaru winning 
with 43 percent of the votes ahead of his centre-right rival, the 

current regional governor Ugo Cappellacci, who received 38.5 
percent, and was supported by Silvio Berlusconi‘s conserva-
tives. Cappellacci is also currently on trial for malfeasance. The 
Sardinian vote was marked by a very low turnout, down to 52.2 
per cent compared to 67.5 per cent in 2009. There are already 
proposals on the table to establish a business-friendly tax-free 
zone on the island. Sardinia is the second largest Island in the 
Mediterranean Sea and holds the status of an autonomous re-
gion in Italy.
 
The result has no direct impact on the national government 
but offers encouragement to the centre-left in the first test of 
its popularity since Renzi won the Democratic Party (PD) lea-
dership in December. A defeat would have been difficult for 
Renzi as he prepared to take over the national government af-
ter the unexpected departure of Enrico Letta, who resigned 
as prime minister after growing pressure from Renzi to move 
more quickly on economic reforms. Renzi formed a coalition 
government with the small centre-right NCD party.
 
Source: Reuters, dpa

Local Elections in Salzburg Land:

ÖVP is the „Mayors-Party“

Local Elections were held on March 9th 2014 in all 119 munici-
palities to elect the new arrangement of local councils and ma-
yors. Communities held run-off elections on March 23rd where 
no candidate in the first mayoral ballot received more than 50 
percent of the official votes. In eight of the 119 Salzburg com-
munities the race for the Mayoral seat was decided in run-off 
elections. 96 out of 119 Mayors in Land Salzburg are from ÖVP, 
19 from SPÖ.
Red-Green scarcely defends a majority in the City of Salzburg. 
The ÖVP had the biggest losses but remained in second place. 
The Greens held on to third place while the Neos landed in 
fourth. The race in the city of Salzburg was between Heinz 

www

Right wing nationalist Marián 
Kotleba, new president of Bans-
kobystrický region (FOTO: SITA)

Goran Rakić 
(Foto: Tahyir)

Francesco Pigliaru 
(Foto: http://www.sassarinotizie.
com/articolo-22204-francesco_
pigliaru_arriva_in_citta_appun-
tamento_questa_sera_al_verdi.
aspx#!prettyPhoto)

Milan Belica, longest ser-
ving president of the Nitra 
region (Foto: Nitriansky 
samosprávny kraj)
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Schaden (SPÖ) and Harald Preuner (ÖVP). Heinz Schaden 
(SPÖ) was re-elected with a majority of 68.9 percent, while 
Preuner (ÖVP) only received 31.1 percent of the votes.
However, when compared to the vote in 2009 the SPÖ actually 
lost votes by 2.8 percent and now stands at 33 percent. The ÖVP 
lost 8.4 percent, bringing them down to 19.4 of the vote. The 
Greens now hold 13.5 percent, but also saw a 2.9 percent fall. 
The Neos, held onto 12.4 percent with six more votes, which is 
three more than expected. The FPÖ is keeping pace with the 
Neos after a 0.9 percent drop in votes. Citizens for Salzburg re-
ached 3.4 percent, which is sufficient enough for entry into the 
city council. Team Salzburg, the Stronach offshoot party, only 
managed to get 1.6 percent of the valid votes. 
In the Council the SPÖ continues to boast 15 seats (plus/minus 
0), the ÖVP now have 8 seats (minus 3). The Greens have lost a 
mandate and now posses 6 seats, the FPÖ (plus/minus 0) and 
the Neos are represented within five local councils, and the Citi-
zens of Salzburg received one seat. The number of government 
seats is distributed as follows: SPÖ 2, ÖVP 1, Citizen List (Bürger-
liste) 1, and Neos 1. 

Local Elections in Land Salzburg, Distribution of Votes 
(in Percentage): 

ÖVP SPÖ GRÜNE FPÖ NEOS Other
42,8 28,5 7,9 12,2 2,9 5,5
-1,9 -3,4 +1,0 +1,4 +2,9

The results for the Salzburg mayoral elections were fairly clear: 
The ÖVP remains the “Mayor Party” with 91 local victories, while 
16 communities will be guided by Socialists in the future. Ove-
rall in Salzburg Land only 64.8 percent of voters participated in 
the municipal and mayoral elections when in 2009 there was a 
72.1 percent turnout. 
Most mayors have been confirmed and are in office. Voter turn-
out in the city of Salzburg for the run-off vote dropped mas-
sively from 49.7 to 30.9 percent when compared to the first bal-
lot on the 9th of March. This is a substantial drop considering 
that five years ago the turnout was at 37.5 percent. 

Local Elections in Bavaria 2014

by Aaron gottardi

After electing federal and state parliaments in fall 2013, the citi-
zens of Bavaria could choose their representatives in the cities, 
municipalities and counties. The first took place on March 16 
with the ballots for the mayor candidates on March 30. What 
are the main conclusions that can be drawn?

First of all, the conservatives of the CSU were not able to repeat 
the same huge electoral success of the parliamentary elec-
tions. Despite remaining the top party with an overall share of 
about 40 percent, the CSU could not reach the absolute majori-
ty, as in the 2013 elections. In 2013 they received 47 percent in 
the state parliament and 50 percent at the federal parliament. 
Many representatives hoped to transfer this large consensus 
into the local level – a demand difficult to realize. 

The major winners of the elections were the Greens, as they 
became the fourth party with 10,2 percent of the vote. For the 
first time they will now have a mayor in the county of Munich. 
A closer look to the political agenda demonstrates how the 
Greens could strengthen their position in a large number of 
municipalities. Sustainability, an ecological-inspired economic 
growth and intelligent mobility concepts have been deter-
minant topics. Furthermore, Citizens in Bavaria have become 
particularly perceptive to the urban development in their 
hometowns and how they can participate in this process. The-
se issues are successfully engaged by the Greens policies. The 
conservatives, on the other hand, do not host the necessary 
credibility in such areas.

The results for the CSU in Munich were particularly better. For 
the first time after 30 years, the party’s candidate was able to 
reach the ballots. Josef Schmid, a lawyer, got 36,7 percent in 
the first round, his counterpart Dieter Reiter from the SPD 40,4 
percent. At the ballots, however, Reiter won clearly with 56,7 
percent. Despite this defeat, the CSU became the first party 
in the city council with 32,6 percent – a gain of almost 5 per 
cent. The Social Democrats in contrast have to deal with a huge 
loss of votes (more than 8 percent). 41 seats are necessary to 
govern the city, but after the elections no traditional coalition 
(SPD and Greens, CSU and Liberals) reaches this number. This 
situation is going to be changed when on May 2 the adjura-
tions takes place.

The fact that only 55 percent of the electorate participated at 
the elections is certainly casting a negative light. When com-
pared to 2008 the participation declined by 5 percent. Even in 
Munich, the capital, a new low in voter turnout was found with 
only 41 percent voting. Turnout decreased again in the second 
vote, where only 38 percent voted. This trend goes along with a 
strong demand for direct democracy and political involvement 
from the citizens. This has lead to a strange paradox: on the 
one hand, at almost every election the number of participating 
voters diminishes. On the other, people are demanding more 
direct participation. Maybe we assist at a generalization of the 
„not-in-my-backyard-principle”  – I only participate in political 
decisions if I am imminently affected.

Dieter Reiter, new 
Lordmayor of 

Munich 
(Source: dpa)

Distribution of Seats in the City Council of Munich 
(Source: BR)

www
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ojvodina is one of the most success-
ful regions for investment attraction in 
South-East Europe. As a responsible and 
reliable administration, it is also our goal 
to do our best to enhance regional and 
economic cooperation. The Institute of 
the Regions of Europe is a significant in-
stitution for us because it has helped us 
establish relations with other European 
regions and promote our interest more 
qualitatively in Europe. As a region with 
six official languages in use, Vojvodina 
is Europe in miniature and by fostering 
confessional, cultural and linguistic di-
versity makes it an intersection of people 
who live here. In the future, we expect to 
undertake projects in infrastructure, ag-
riculture, revitalization of the irrigation 
system and use of the energy sources. 
Through the Vojvodina European Of-
fice in Brussels, Vojvodina is closer to EU 
institutions and we are proud that the 
greatest number of European projects 
is being implemented in Vojvodina”, said 
Bojan Pajtić SJD, President of the Go-
vernment of the Autonomous Province 
of Vojvodina.

“The importance of regions and munici-
palities in European politics and for eco-
nomic development will increase in the 
future. With its activities and initiatives, 
the IRE supports decentralization and 
regionalization and provides expertise 
for strengthening respective processes. 
The AP Vojvodina has joined our net-
work at an early stage and showed high 
readiness to involve in activities such 
as the public discussion Café d´Europe 
Régional, which took place in Novi Sad 
in 2009 or the upcoming expert confe-
rence on “Regional Media in Southeas-
tern Europe”, which we will jointly orga-
nize on 25th of April this year.
The AP Vojvodina is an active partner in 
our network, highly committed to the 
idea of strong European Regions.”, said 
Franz Schausberger, Chairman of the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe in 
Salzburg.    –   PR   –

Vojvodina – 
a success story 

of investment 
attraction

V

On January 21st, 2014 the Serbian 
Consul General in Salzburg, Vladi-
mir Novaković, visited the Insti-
tute of the Regions of Europe. The 
economic opportunities of Austrian 
entrepreneurs and investors in Ser-
bia were the focus in an extensive 
discussion with IRE Chairman Franz 
Schausberger, Advisory Board 
Member Bernd Petrisch, and Secre-
tary General Joachim Fritz. The Ser-
bian Consul General regrets the fact 
that only a few small and medium-
sized enterprises, especially from 
Eastern Austria, take the possibility 
of business involvement in Serbia.

Serbia constitutes an interesting in-
vestment destination for Austrian 
companies, due to its geographic 

Serbia as a favorable investment location

Croatian Mayors visited the plenary 
session of the Committee of the Regi-
ons (CoR) in Brussels at 2nd April. Head 
of delegation was Željko Turk, mayor of 
Zaprešić. IRE-chairman Franz Schaus-
berger as EPP-Vice-president welcomed 
the Croatian delegation. Croatia is now 
represented by nine regional and local 
members in the CoR.

by Franz Schausberger

With frightening speed a fait accompli was created in Crimea. 
At the beginning of the 21st century against all rules of interna-
tional law and on the basis of an illegitimate referendum a ter-
ritory of the sovereign state of Ukraine has been incorporated 
into Russia. A boundary has been erected within our continent 
with such swiftness that it was almost overlooked. The conse-
quences to such actions are not easily managed or undone. 

How fortunate there is the European Union, which is at least 
trying to coordinate a unified European position, even though 
it is relatively weak due to varying interests (especially econo-
mic) of the Member States. However, at least the EU has a po-
sition like the U.S., which has clearly shown their „Fuck the EU” 
attitude and how little their interest is in Europe. In the end the 
U.S. does have a special interest in Europe; becoming the main 
exporter of natural gas to Europe and not Russia.  

Now if it comes to finding a tolerable solution for the future 
of these Russian issues, Austria’s foreign policy could play an 
active role. We have, finally, a certain historical-moral authori-
ty to do so: Galicia, an area now associated mostly with what 
is now western Ukraine and with Lviv as the capital, was for 
nearly 150 years (1772-1918) part of the Habsburg Monarchy’s 
Austrian Empire. A suitable and functioning example is also 
found in another former Austrian region: The autonomous re-
gion of South Tyrol in North Italy. Austria exercises a protective 
function for the Austrian and Ladin minorities in South Tyrol for 
Italy on the basis of the Paris Agreement of 1946 and the South 
Tyrol Package of 1969.  

If Crimea is to attain a peaceful solution it will probably only be 
achieved if it receives a high degree of autonomy and a similar 
protective function for minorities from another state. Here is 
where Austria can provide good service with experience as a 
neutral broker. Perhaps Vladimir Putin could be convinced to 

South Tyrol as a Model for Crimea

adopt this South Tyrol model for autonomy. This would leave 
Crimea as a part of the Federation of Ukraine with Russia ad-
opting a protective function for the Russian citizens of the pen-
insula and to monitor adherence to autonomy. This state of af-
fairs has worked well between Austria and Italy so far, especially 
when considering the development of European integration.  

In addition, a federalization of the currently heavily centralized 
Ukraine could help significantly to ease the problems among 
ethnic groups and their regions.

The EU finds it difficult to step up and be decidedly against a 
clear vote of the people in Crimea for integration into Russia, 
especially after sympathetically supporting and promoting the 
decision of Kosovars to split from the Serbian state. 

In Kosovo the EU lost its innocence. This example is a glimpse 
into the future of EU foreign and regional policy.

Štefan Füle (l.), European Commissioner for Enlargement 
and European Neighbourhood Policy, and Volodymyr 
groysman, Vice Prime Minister for Regional Policy of the 
Ukraine, at the last meeting of the Committee of the Regi-
ons on April 2nd 2014.

location, the low wages, low tax ra-
tes, the easy registration opportuni-
ties for companies in the various free 
trade zones within the country, the 
attractive free-trade agreement with 
the EU, CEFTA, Turkey, Belarus, Kazak-
hstan, Russia, and the U.S. and due to 
the different funding opportunities.    

Croatian Mayors in CoR
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From the Palais Sermage in Varaždin:  
Great Croatian painters of the 20th century
Since 1925 the works of old and contemporary 
Croatian artists are being collected in the city of 
Varaždin. The collection has now risen to 6444 
works, including great paintings of Croatian Classic 
Modernity. The paintings are mostly exhibited  in 
the Palais Sermage, which was built in the 17th cen-
tury. A selection of pictures of the most important 
Croatian painters of the 20th Century from the coll-
ection of the City of Varaždin was recently shown at 
the Palais Porcia in Vienna. The exhibition was ope-
ned by the Croatian Ambassador to Austria gordan 
Bakota (l.) and  a speech was held by the director 
of the City Museum of Varaždin, Miran Bojanić Mo-
randini (m.).

Vilko Šeferov, „Relaxing“ 1945

Vlaho Bukovac, „Adam and Eve“ 1918

Ivo Režek, „People bathing“, 1926



The region’s natu-
ral wealth inclu-
des the protected 
landscape areas 
of Žďárské vrchy 
and Železné hory, 
the Mohelenská 
hadcová step (The 
Serpentinite Step-
pe of Mohelno) 
and Velký Špičák 
national nature 
reserves and se-
veral other nature 
reserves. Vysočina 
was one of the first Czech regions to enter the network of heal-
thy cities and regions.
Vysočina is a great place to live, work and do business, or just to 
come explore and relax. Welcome to Vysočina!
The region’s official website: www.kr-vysocina.cz 
The region’s official tourist website: www.region-vysocina.cz
 
President of the Vysočina Region, 
MUDr. Jiří Běhounek
Born in Prague in 1952, he studied 
at the Faculty of General Medicine at 
Charles University in Prague. Besides 
a long and successful medical career 
he become member of the munici-
pal council of the town of Pelhřimov, 
then Chair of the Council Committee 
of the Association of Regions of the 
Czech Republic for health and IT in 
public administration, Vice-Chair of 
the Association of Regions of the Czech Republic. Since 2008, 
he has been President of the Vysočina Region and since 2013, a 
member of the Parliament of the Czech Republic. He is married, 
has two adult children and lives in Pelhřimov.
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Vysocina Region, 
the Czech Republic
 
represented by President Jiří Běhounek

The Vysocina Region (Kraj Vysočina) is one of the 14 regions of 
the Czech Republic. The west of the region is historically part of 
Bohemia; the East is located in Moravia. The Council is based in 
Jihlava (Jihlava). The area of the region consists of five districts 
with 704 municipalities. Governor (Hejtman) of the region sin-
ce 2008 is Jiří Běhounek, who is an impartial but Social Demo-
cratic nominee for CSSD.

The Vysočina Region 
The name of this administrative unit, Vysočina (which translates 
as “highlands” in English), indicates that the region spreads 
over a substantial part of Českomoravská vrchovina (the Bo-
hemian-Moravian Highlands) – an elevated rolling landscape 
that lies on the border between two historic lands of today’s 
Czech Republic. 
Today, more than 510,000 people make their home in one of 
the more than 1,000 settlements that are located in the region 
and that are connected via a dense network of roads. Vysočina 
is typical for its small villages that are not too far from a local ur-
ban centre, usually a smaller town with a population of three to 
ten thousand people. There are only four cities with more than 
20,000 inhabitants, the largest one of them being the regional 
capital of Jihlava with 50,000 people. In the Middle Ages, Jih-
lava was among the richest towns in the Bohemian kingdom, 
largely thanks to silver mining.
History has left many sites and monuments in Vysočina, three 
of which – the historic centre of the town of Telč, the Pilgrima-
ge Church of Saint John of Nepomuk at Zelená hora near Žďár 
nad Sázavou and the Jewish Quarter with Saint Procopius’ Basi-
lica of in Třebíč – are on the UNESCO World Heritage list.

New Members to the IRE Network
The IRE welcomes new members to the network and hopes for a fruitful and strong cooperation.

CANON CEE
represented by Mag. Hermann Anderl, 
Managing Director Canon CEE, 
and Helmut Hafner, Corporate & Marketing 
Communications Director

Canon CEE (located in Vienna, Austria) is the regional sales or-
ganization of Canon Europe (RSO) for Central and South East 
Europe, Central Asia and Caucasus. It was founded in 1994 in 
order to develop the emerging markets of Central and Eastern 
Europe.
Today Canon CEE is responsible for 24 countries which are 
split into 7 regions where Canon CEE operations are mostly 
supported by either a Canon CEE subsidiary or a Canon CEE 
representation office.
Our customers benefit from consumer and professional ima-
ging products including leading edge photographic equip-
ment, printers, scanners and binoculars, as well as our advan-

ced range of Digital Compact and SLR cameras. In addition, our 
Business Solutions offer a vast portfolio of print and document 
solutions for small and medium businesses, large corporations 
and governments. Canon CEE employs more than 130 people 
across the region.
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vienna airport-media
today, airports are much more than just logistics zones 
– they are collecting points, shopping malls and meeting 
places. Which makes them distinctive worlds of exper-
ience. For that reason, our goal is not only to lead vienna 
airport into a successful future as an international air 
traffic hub at an expansive location. We also want to offer 
wide-ranging, innovative opportunities for marketing 
and advertising. and, in this way, underscore vienna 
airport’s position as a unique “brand hub“. 

Not only due to impressive contact statistics that point to 
nearly 22 million passengers and roughly 10 million meeters 
& greeters each year. But also because of the unique quality 
of the contacts provided by the medium “airport”. Market 
research shows that the attention patterns of people at an 
airport are different than in their daily working environment. 
Before take-off and after landing, passengers are ready to 
relax and consume – and more accessible for brand and 
campaign messages. The average length of stay at Vienna 
Airport is roughly two hours, 86% of the advertising-relevant 
target groups are between 14 and 54 years of age and the 
share of business travellers equals nearly 40%.

We want to actively anchor the brand hub “Vienna Airport“ – in 
other words, this unique brand location –in the consciousness 
of the advertising branch based on its significance and also 
generate new impulses for the Austrian creative sector. The 
newly developed brand “Vienna Airport-Media“ stands for a 
multi-dimensional communication and media offering and a 
variety of related opportunities for innovative brand staging 
at Vienna Airport. The wide range of individual design options 
covers target group-specific positioning on the airport 

grounds as well as the broad product portfolio offered by 
Vienna Airport-MEDIA and “ZeitRaum“, an interactive art 
installation developed by Ars Electronica for Vienna Airport 
that can also be used as an advertising medium.

A virtual tour in the simulator on the Vienna Airport-MEDIA 
website provides an in-depth view of the Vienna Airport 
brand location – a truly unique world of experience.

Additional information is available under: 
www.airport-media.at

airport neWs:

VIE_Airportmedia_EN_210x297_2014.indd   1 03.04.14   15:36

New Member to the IRE Network

County Brod-Posavina, 
Croatia
represented by  President Danijel Marušić

The IRE welcomes Brod-Posavina, the 16th Croatian County (out 
of 20), in its network. Brod-Posavina (Croatian: Brodsko-po-
savska županija) is a county in the region of Slavonia, located 
in southern Slavonia along the Sava River on the border with 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Brod-Posavina County fully supports all 
of the objectives of a united Europe, and strives for a democra-
tic, transparent, and efficient Europe that is close to its citizens.  
Being a member of such a team significantly helps us improve 
our potentials and opportunities to develop partnerships with 
other regions, and empowers us in an equal partnership with 
economically and socially more developed parts of Europe.

The development potential of Brod-Posavina County is signi-
ficant. 

I would like to emphasize several strengths which represent 
the development potential of the county: skilled and com-
petitive workers, developed entrepreneurship/economic in-
frastructure, an outstanding geo-traffic position (crossroad of 
trade routes – Brod-Posavina County is characterized by excel-
lent traffic links to other parts of Croatia, as well as neighboring 
European countries and the rest of Europe), important natural 
resources, including fertile agricultural land, abundance of wa-
ter, as well as significant forest resources, as well as developed 
business zones. Such resources underpin the potential for de-
velopment of agriculture and processing industry based on 
natural resources (e.g. food production or wood processing).

Strong industrial tradition and assets in the county enhance 
the possibilities for exploitation of natural resources, but are 
also conducive to development of other industrial sectors.  
Most important manufacturing activities are the metal proces-
sing, wood processing and furniture manufacturing, chemical 

industry and food processing.

We strongly support regional 
and cross-border cooperation 
and are working hardly to at-
tract funds from foreign inve-
stors in different project in our 
County.  At this moment we 
have 102 approved and pro-
grams in implementation.  Their 
total value is about 60 million 
EUR, of which the EU accounts 
for about 75%.  At this moment 
Brod-Posavina County has 11 
major developmental projects 
(Pannonian Green Industrial 
Park in Nova Gradiška, Center of Excellence for Renewable En-
ergy in Slavonski Brod, University of Applied Sciences in Sla-
vonski Brod, Pannonian development and logistics center for 
eco fruits and vegetables in the Industrial Park,Theme park 
inspired by fairytales – Mazuranic in Brod Fortress, Camp in 
sports – recreational center Poloj, Hotel and Congress Hall in 
the Brod Fortress.

Development of port infrastructure in the port area of   Slavon-
ski Brod, Construction of the terminal for dangerous cargoes 
in the port area of   Slavonski Brod, Agricultural Incubator „rice 
field“ in Brodski Stupnik, upgrading of the Regional technolo-
gical Centre) that are nominated for different EU funds.  

We are also very aware of the necessity for sustainable deve-
lopment and environmental protection. Problems with wa-
ste are similar in most countries, but the degree of effective 
care depends largely on the economic power of a country 
and the socio-economic level of social development. At this 
moment we are trying to find an investor for Regional wa-
ste management Center, that would solve the problem of 
waste management in this area and would bring us to high 
and uniform environmental standards that prevail in Europe.   
For more Information: http://www.bpz.hr/

President Danijel Marušić

River Save at Slavonski Brod. View on bridge towards 
Bosnia. Photo: wikipedia

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE
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IRE-Expert Conference 
“Regional Media in Southeastern Europe” 

in Novi Sad (Serbia)
Plenary Hall of the Regional Parliament of the 

AP Vojvodina

Friday, 25th of April 2014
from 9.00- 15.30 hrs

Many media consumers are not only interested in information 
on international and national events but also on happenings 
in their immediate region or community. Therefore, local and 
regional coverage in the print and electronic media play an 
increasingly important role for exchange on regional informa-
tion, the formation of regional identity and, hence, a „sense of 
home”. Regional medias are the counterpart of the media glo-
balization and therefore deserve special attention and support.

The welcome and opening speeches by Franz Schausberger 
(IRE-Chairman), Slaviša grujić (the Vice-President of the Go-
vernment of the AP Vojvodina), István Pásztor (President of 
the Parliament of the AP Vojvodina), and Ivan Tasovac (Mini-
ster for Culture and Media of the Republic of Serbia) are follo-
wed by a panel discussion and two working groups.

Registration: ndnvns@gmail.com 

Please register at: 
T: +43 (0)662 / 84 32 88- 5010                 
F: +43 (0)662 / 84 32 88- 5050

E: samra.rahmanovic@institut-ire.eu      
www.institut-ire.eu

IRE conference programme   u u u   IRE conference programme  

IRE – Europe Day in Brasov (Romania) 

Friday, 9th of May 2014, 
9.00 – 12.00 hrs 

Seminar on Modern Regional and 
Local Administration

Reduta Cultural Center Brasov
Strada Apollonia Hirscher 8, Brașov 500025, RO

14.00  – 16.00 hrs 
Cafe d’Europe Régional – 

a Public Discussion on Europe“

Casa Hirscher / Brasov, Restaurant Casa Hirscher 
Piata Sfatului nr 12-14 Brasov, RO

„Europe in Brasov“ in German and Romanian language (simul-
taneous translation).
The IRE Europe Day offers a unique opportunity to meet ex-
perts from EU institutions and regional and local authorities 
that will be at the citizen’s disposal to answer questions during 
a public discussion in a traditional coffee house. Topics such 
as rights and opportunities of EU citizenship and information 
on the next European Parliament elections in May 2014 will be 
tackled.
Experts from various organizations will be present: Represen-
tatives of the Europe Direct Agents, representatives of the EU, 
the European Investment Bank, the European Bank for Regio-
nal Development, the EU Parliament, the Committee of the Re-
gions, universities and colleges, diplomats, representatives of 
government departments, IRE members, and IRE cooperation 
partners. Additionally, a seminar will be organized for regional 
and local representatives.

 “Broadband supply in Regions and Communities” 
in Hallwang (AT)

in the Kultur-und Veranstaltunszentrum Hallwang

Tuesday, 27th of May 2014
9.00 - 18.00 hrs

The development of broadband and high-speed Internet 
connections is crucial for the quality of a location. Only with 
access to high speed Internet can regions and municipa-
lities in the rural and border regions remain competitive. 
The European Commission has recognized this issue and puts 
more efforts in the expansion of broadband Internet for re-
gions and municipalities in the future. There are already nu-
merous examples of regional initiatives, such as the new high-
speed development program of the Bavarian government. The 
aim of the conference is to highlight best practice examples 
for the development of regional and local IT and business loca-
tions on the way into the new digital age. An efficient telecom-
munication infrastructure contributes to the development of 
interactive technologies, growth, and innovation.

with articles on: 

Franz 
Schausberger: 
Landtagswahlen 
am 27. März 2011: 
Erdbeben in Japan 
löste politisches 
Erdbeben in 
Baden-Württem-
berg aus 

Joanna M. Chmielecki: Die Landtagswahlen 2011 in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern im Kontext des Super-
wahljahres 

Magdalena Rückauf: Landtagswahlen 2013 in Salz-
burg: Nachwirkungen eines Finanzskandals

Alexandra Pintilie: Aktueller Stand der Regionalisie-
rung in Rumänien

Available in paper format (7.00 €). Please send your 
order to Joanna.chmielecki@institut-ire.eu

The scientific 
focus of the 
IRE: 
Occasio-
nal Papers 
4/2014

New Members to the IRE Network

REPLY
 

represented by  Managing Director Daniele Diaz

REPLY is a leading Consulting, Systems Integration and Appli-
cation Management company, specialising in the creation and 
implementation of solutions based on new communication 
networks and digital media. Listed on Borsa Italiana STAR Mar-
ket, REPLY operates in Europe in Germany, Italy and the UK.
Lem REPLY is the transport and management consultancy of 
the REPLY Group, committed to innovation in policies, strate-
gies, organisation and technologies for mobility and logistics.
Lem REPLY, thanks to the strong managing and technical ex-
perience of its team, is a skilled partner for the development of 
improvement and innovation projects. Lem REPLY operates in 
four business areas: transport planning, management consul-
ting, technological developments, information and research.
Our clients include: mobility and public transport companies, 
central and local public authorities, mobility agencies, industri-
al and service companies and districts, institutional, industrial 
and financial investors, other entities operating in the mobility 
and logistics sectors.

ZTE
 

represented by Managing Director 
Alexander Schuster

zTE Corporation a global Player

ZTE Corporation is a globally-leading provider of telecommu-
nications equipment and network solutions. With operations 
in 160 countries, the company is a leader in technology innova-
tion, delivering superior products and business solutions to cli-
ents all over the world. Founded in 1985, ZTE is listed on both 
the Hong Kong and Shenzhen Stock Exchanges and is China’s 
largest listed telecoms equipment company. 

Offering the industry’s most comprehensive product range 
and end-to-end solutions, ZTE delivers cutting-edge techno-
logy to telecommunications clients in wireless, access & bearer, 
value-added services, terminals, managed network services, 
and ICT solutions for enterprises and government agencies The 
company’s expertise and flexibility in these areas enables tele-
communications operators and enterprises globally to achieve 
business objectives and attain increased competiveness. ZTE’s 
technology is deployed by leading international operators and 
Fortune-500 enterprises globally. The company is the world’s 
fourth-largest handset maker, offering stylish and intelligent 
devices for consumers around the world.
 
zTE Austria - continues to expand

The Chinese company has already been a very successful sup-
plier of telecommunication equipment for the Austrian market 
over the last four years. Within this period, 80 new jobs have 
been created in Austria and orders totalling more than €100 
million have been acquired. According to Alexander Schuster, 
CEO ZTE Austria, „Austria has become a focus point in Europe 
for ZTE. Therefore, Austria will serve as a springboard for our 
expansion into Central and Eastern Europe. This is a great op-
portunity that we could create even more jobs in this country 
and more resources will flow into the research location Austria 
in near future”. 

To be a global communications leader for you!

Contact details:
E-mails: lem@reply.it (Lem REPLY), info@reply.eu (REPLY)
Website: http://www.reply.eu/

IRE  is sponsored by

https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire
You can find us on Facebook 



EUROPA. 
GEMEINSAM. 
BAUEN.

EUROPA WÄHLEN!
25. Mai 2014.

www.iv-net.at
Foto: istockphoto.com/AndreasWeber
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