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Cross-border cooperation is not a new development 
in Europe. The founding members of the European 
Economic Community established a customs union 

as early as the 1960s, thus sowing the first seeds of today‘s 
internal market, and cross-border internal trade continues 
to be the bedrock of the European Union‘s economic pro-
sperity. 

Yet experience has shown us that economic interde-
pendence is something of a double-edged sword. Yes, it 
can bring significant economic benefits and efficiencies for 
all of us, but it can also bring considerable problems, as the 
‚contagion‘ of one country‘s economic problems can easily 
spread to others. 

The natural reaction of any Member State faced with econo-
mic uncertainty is of course to focus on its own problems, 
to ‚get its own house in order‘. But once again the current 
crisis has shown us that this is increasingly difficult to achie-
ve through acting alone; our economies are all increasin-
gly inter-connected, both in the Eurozone and outside it, 
and actions taken in one country have an inevitable effect 
on the rest. Only by acting together, by coordinating poli-
cies and aligning programmes, can we truly succeed. That 
is why the EU has reinforced its economic governance, in-
troducing new levels of cooperation and coordination that 
just a few years ago would have been unthinkable. 

Cooperation across borders of course has been at the heart 
of cohesion policy since its inception. Cohesion policy ac-
counts for the biggest share of the EU budget – more than 
one-third of the total at around €322bn for the 2014-2020 
budget period; and it‘s important to remember that this 
is not money for Brussels, or money for the Commission: 
cohesion policy is money for citizens, for the projects and 
programmes on the ground in the 273 regions of Europe. 

Cohesion policy is about eliminating the economic and so-
cial ‚gaps‘ between these regions and it has been massively 
successful at doing just that over the last 10 years. In that 
time, it has contributed to the creation of 1m new jobs in 
the EU, supported new training for 10m people every year 
and helped set up more than 800,000 SMEs. It has also hel-
ped finance the construction of 5.000 km of new motor-
ways and 8.000 km of new railways, bringing new leases of 
life to even the most remote and out-of-the-way parts of 
the EU. 

For the next seven-year budget period, from 2014-2020, 
cohesion policy will focus on two key areas. 

The first is better targeting the available funds to ensure 
that they support the policy objectives set out at the EU 
level in the Europe 2020 programme for jobs and growth; 
the second is making it easier for regions to work with each 
other across borders with more funding for so-called terri-
torial cooperation. 

In this regard, cohesion policy is a true development policy; 
by focusing on the concrete goals of Europe 2020 and rea-
lising that regions in two or more different countries may 
in fact have more in common with each other than regions 
within the same country. Cohesion policy allows regions 
to develop their competitiveness in a flexible and more ef-
fective way. It is a policy that supports the development of 
every EU region and places particular emphasis on cross-
border cooperation. 

Traditionally, borders have posed obstacles (physical, legal, 
linguistic or cultural) to economic development, despite 
the fact that for many of the people living and working in 
those regions, the borders barely exist at all. People across 
borders know each other, meet each other, work together, 
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and increasingly live together. Cooperating with each other 
is almost a daily business for them. The aim of modern 
cohesion policy is to try to replicate some of that personal 
cooperation at the political and policy level. 

It is the task of cross-border cooperation to ensure that bor-
ders between Member States are no longer an obstacle to 
economic development, but rather become an opportuni-
ty for development. Differences may constitute a problem, 
but they also open ways for mutual learning and joining 
forces. A border is not where something ends, but where 
something else begins.

Experience shows that if people do not trust their neigh-
bours, they do not engage in cooperation. Establishing 
trust across borders is therefore a pre-condition for econo-
mic cooperation. 
That‘s why the EU encourages cross-border cooperation 
projects that can help engender trust and break down pre-
judices. Our experience has also shown us that many of the-
se cross-border cooperation projects are often among the 
most innovative. 

Prime examples of this are the many and varied European 
Grouping for Territorial Cooperation programmes (EGTCs) 
that have been developed over the last few years. The EGTC 
has made it much easier for Member States, local and re-
gional authorities and their public bodies and agencies to 
work across borders without the need for cumbersome po-
litical negotiations.

Because EGTCs have a legal status of their own, they can 
effectively manage their own cross-border, trans-national 
or inter-regional projects, focusing on specific goals and 
with or without the assistance of EU funding. There are 
around 30 EGTCs already in existence and more are being 
developed all the time. They cover a very broad range of 
issues, from creating shared healthcare, public transport or 
energy production facilities to the physical linking of regi-
ons through the building of bridges or the preservation of 
shared cultural heritage, and can be found the length and 
breadth of the EU.

The EGTCs are perhaps the best example of using cross-bor-
der cooperation to achieve shared goals and create prospe-
rity for all, no matter where they live or what language they 
speak. But they are by no means the only examples. 

We are also currently developing new macro-regional stra-
tegies, covering wider areas with a shared geographical and 
cultural heritage, such as the Baltic Sea, the Danube Basin 
or the Adriatic/Ionian Sea. These reflect the understanding 
that modern Europe is not just a political construct but also 
a geographical one – that the rich diversity of our continent 
has also shaped our culture, our way of thinking, our way 
of life. 

And that the specific challenges and opportunities that the-
se geographical features bring are shared well beyond bor-
ders – and that only a multi-regional, multi-national strate-
gy will enable everyone to benefit fully from them. 

Cohesion policy has always been about plugging the eco-
nomic and social gaps between the various parts of the 
Union; as the EU has grown, and the world economy has 
faltered, these gaps have got bigger – but cohesion policy 
continues to be the best solution. 

But it‘s not just about the money, important as that is; it‘s 
also now about the framework, about getting the right 
political structures in place to make sure that the money 
is spent as effectively as possible. It‘s about understanding 
that many of the challenges we face in the EU are not limi-
ted by national boundaries, and that central governments 
are not always the best placed to find solutions to these 
challenges. It‘s about being flexible, about allowing regions 
to take their future into their own hands.

The question is frequently asked: what has the EU ever 
done for me, for my town, my region, my country? Cohesi-
on policy - with investments in every corner of the Union, 
focusing on the projects and programmes that will bring 
direct, tangible benefits to every citizen - is surely the best 
answer to that question. And, I am sure, it will continue to 
be for many years to come.
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In the state elections in South Tyrol 
which took place on Sunday Octo-
ber 27th 2013, the South Tyrolean 
People‘s Party suffered losses; the se-
paratist right-wing parties won votes. 
After counting the votes, the South 
Tyrolean People‘s Party (SVP) lost the 
absolute majority for the first time sin-
ce 1948. The SVP got 45.7 percent and 
17 seats in the parliament, in 2008 the 
People‘s Party achieved 48.1 percent 
with 18 of 35 seats in the state parlia-
ment, defending the absolute majority.  
Since the statute of autonomy states 
that the participation of Italian speaking 
representatives is needed, it all points at 
a coalition with the Democratic Party, 
which obtained 6.7 percent of the votes. 
Together they would have a majority of 
19 seats. However, the big winner is the 
opposition.
The Freedomites gain 3.6 percent (17.9 
percent in total), ranking in second place 
behind the SVP. The South Tyrolean Free-
dom of Eva Klotz can boost its votes to 
7.2 percent. Both German national right-
wing parties are gaining one seat each. 
The Greens move on with 8.7 percent as 
the third strongest party. The small par-
ties of the Italian right achieved modest 
results. Berlusconi‘s party appeared frag-
mented, this time with three lists and re-
mained under the overall result of 2008. 
Big losers are the Italian parties: only 5 of 
35 representatives belong to the Italian 
language group - as few as never before. 
14 lists with 424 candidates applied as 
candidates for the 35 seats in the regi-
onal parliament. The turnout fell from 
80.1 percent in 2008 to 77.7 percent in 
this year‘s election.
 
New Governor with strong support 
for the formation of government
 
The new Governor Arno Kompatscher 
takes over the position of his outgoing 
predecessor Luis Durnwalder after 25 
years in office. With 81,000 votes, he even 
received more votes than Governor Luis 
Durnwalder. A good result, that secures 
him a good start during the government 
formation. An interesting fact is that a 
large number of representatives have a 
local political background - many were 
mayors or regional and local councilors.

The predicted change
by Aaron Gottardi

Despite more than 81.000 personal votes, the facial expressions of Arno Kompat-
scher one day after the elections have not been as happy as one would expect. The 
reason is simple: for the first time, the South Tyrolean Peoples Party SVP has lost its 
absolute majority in the regional parliament. Nevertheless, this outcome did not 
come surprisingly. Already in 2008 the SVP barely reached the absolute majority. 
Even Luis Durnwalder, the charismatic long-term president of the Province since 
1988, expected the loss.
But, some findings are far more remarkable. There is, for example, the slow exodus 
of the Italian parties. Only 5 of the 35 representatives are native Italian speakers. 
And even these elected ones had to face a reduction of the votes. But this situation 
demonstrates also a change in society: the Italian-speaking part of the population 
(about 30 per cent) cannot identify themselves with the old rabble-rousers. Politi-
cians like Pietro Mitolo or Donato Seppi for decades took the Italian voters hosta-
ge, radicalizing this consistent part of society and poisoning the relation between 
the three language groups.
As easy as it is to identify the SVP and the Italian parties as the main losers of the 
elections, it is even easier to stabilize who are the winners. Currently, as the Italian 
right wing radicals decrease in importance, the German nationalist parties enjo-
yed a consistent growth over the last ten years. Nine representatives in two par-
ties belong now to this branch. “Die Freiheitlichen” are connected to their Austrian 
counterparts and use very similar populist slogans. On the other we have the “Sou-
th Tyrolean Freedom”. Its content is substantially limited to the secession of South 
Tyrol from Italy and its return to Austria. Both parties enjoy high popularity among 
young people and first-voters. I would define this trend as “Austrialization” of South-
Tyrolean politics: traditional popular parties are more and more discredited by the 
voters, indifferently to their political output. At the same time, right-wing parties 
grow in consensus despite their very empty programmes.
Do we have to expect cheerless outlooks for the next five years? By no means, since 
there are also positive outcomes. With Arno Kompatscher the SVP has a young and 
new President, who received very strong support by the voters. His political back-
ground as mayor and chairman of the association of municipal corporations may 
contribute to a more pragmatic and consensus-oriented approach. Taking account 
of the weak Italian economy and its paralyzed political system on national scale, 
South Tyrol does not need political illusionists that preach the mantra of regional 
independency. It is far more important to change old patterns of political economy 
and to overcome the current relationship between the language groups, which is 
already out placed for many years.

Regional elections

Results of the regional election in South Tyrol:
SVP loses absolute majority after 65 years

SVP Freedomites Greens
South-

Tyrolean 
Freedom

Democratic 
Party

45.7 17.9 8.7 7.2 6.7
-2.4 +3.6 + 2.9 + 2.3 + 0.7

Source: der Standard.at, Wiener Zeitung

Results of the regional election in South Tyrol 2013 
(compared to 2008, in%)

Luis
 Durnwalder 

Arno 
Kompatscher
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by Eva Maria Winkler
 
Town of Vilkovo, summer 2013. The sun 
is beating down relentlessly, the air is 
sticky and damp in this town, which is 
frequently called Ukrainian Venice. Vil-
kovo, whose hallmark is a labyrinth of 
waterways meandering through the 
town, is situated near the zero point 
(nulevoj kilometr) of the Danube, i.e. the 

west coast of the Black Sea. The Danube 
Delta, a biosphere reserve, is home to an 
impressive variety of animals and plants, 
such as herons, pelicans, water nuts, etc. 
The town of Vilkovo with its 9,000 inha-
bitants is embedded not only in a faunal 
and floral paradise but also in a histori-
cally exciting context. After the Russian 
Orthodox schism in the 17th century, 
Vilkovo served as a refuge for the Old 
Believers (Lipovans), and between 1918 
and 1944 the Bessarabian town was 
swallowed by Romania. 
Vilkovo’s romantic veil of seclusion, si-
lence as well as natural beauty conceals 
an economic and human tragedy. In the 
20th century today’s sleepy Ukrainian 
Venice was the busy centre of a flou-
rishing fishing industry, which supplied 
the local population with workplaces. 
After the collapse of the Soviet Union 
Vilkovo’s economic glory faded away 
because trade networks broke down, 
companies did not withstand competi-
tive pressure and people lost their jobs. 
Today those inhabitants of Vilkovo who 
have not fled the bitter reality of Eden 
in search of better job opportunities 
fight for their survival, contenting them-
selves with small-scale farming as well 
as fishing. The post-communist period 
transformed Vilkovo’s industrialized so-
ciety into an agriculturally dominated 
society, thus causing de-modernization.
For the moment nature defeated man-
kind in the Ukrainian Venice—a result 
which meets the requirements of the 

Danube Delta as a UNESCO World Heri-
tage Site. Less satisfying is the fact that a 
harmonious and poverty eradicating co-
existence of nature and human beings 
seems impossible. Apples being thrown 
into the water of the Danube Delta 
due to today’s inadequate demand for 
Vilkovo’s treasures symbolize a failed 
economic policy. How may the eco-
nomic situation be improved without 
exploiting the flora and fauna brutally? 
Firstly, sustainable forms of tourism at-
tracting scientists as well as non-scien-
tific communities are to be encouraged 
to create jobs in Vilkovo. Marketing stra-
tegies should make tourists stay in and 
around the town longer than the usual 
one day. Secondly, instead of throwing 
apples into the arms of the Danube to 
get rid of the surplus, the apples have to 
be processed and sold to new trading 
partners. Thirdly, Vilkovo shall pursue 
its exportation of reed, whose heat in-
sulating effect produces thatched roofs 
of high quality. The significance of reed 
(briquettes) as a renewable energy sour-
ce is not to be neglected.
Vilkovo needs the support of the EU as 
well as Ukrainian economic and poli-
tical experts to implement necessary 
infrastructure projects, find investors 
and strengthen regional and internati-
onal cooperation. The case of Vilkovo is 
a hard nut to crack, but, according to J. 
W. von Goethe in his novel Elective Af-
finities, the intricate cases are the most 
interesting ones. 

At the 
Zero Point

Economic Misery in 
the Ukrainian Danube 

Delta: Causes and 
Possible Solutions © N. Evstifeev &

    www.vilkovo-tour.com (2)
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 9th Conference of European Regions and Cities, Pamhagen (AT)/ Sopron (HU):  

Boundless thinking thrives cross-border cooperation
„Cross-border cooperation as a future strategy for economy and politics“ was the title of this year‘s Con-
ference of European Regions and Cities, which was organized by the IRE for the ninth time. „Regional net-
working increases the competitiveness and international common solutions are sustainable for the entire 
region. Partnerships create synergy and contribute to cost savings, increased efficiency, quality assurance 
and improvement, knowledge transfer and innovation“ said IRE Chairman Dr. Franz Schausberger in his 

opening speech. Cross-border means to cross the border to neighboring regions for cooperation, both in 
their own nation-state boundaries as well as national borders. The European Union encourages and pro-
motes cross- border cooperation because regional and local cooperation is crucial for facilitating the achie-
vements of the political and economic goals of the European Union. Therefore, the reduction of the number 
and power of regions and municipalities must be stopped, argues Schausberger.

FOCUS
9th CERC in Pamhagen& Sopron
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& Sopron

Maroš 
ŠEFčoVIč
Vice President 
of the European 
Commission, 
Belgium

Richard 
KüHNEL
Head of the 
Representation 
of the European 
Commission, 
Austria

Detlev 
RüNGER 
German 
Ambassador in 
Austria

Alen
LEVERIĆ 
Deputy 
Minister, 
Industry & 
Energy, Croatia

Claus
REITAN
Journalist, 
Austria

Nicolaus 
DRIMMEL
Austrian 
Association of 
Municipalities, 
Austria

Roman 
HIMMLER
Sales Manager, 
Kapsch 
TrafficCom, 
Austria

Felix
UNGER
President of 
the European 
Academy of 
Sciences and 
Arts, Austria

Hans 
NIESSL
Governor 
of Land 
Burgenland, 
Austria

Rudolf 
STROMMER
Regional 
Parliament Land 
Burgenland, 
Austria

Johannes 
SEIRINGER, 
Director of the 
European Bank 
f. Development 
and Recon-
struction

Robert J.
PFaRR-
WallNER
CEo, Philips 
Austria GmbH,
Austria

Tudor 
PENDIUC
Mayor of the 
City of Piteşti, 
Romania

Viktoria
ZölD-NaGy
Deputy State 
Secretary, 
Hungary

Zoltan 
SoMoGyI
World Tourism 
Organisation, 
Spain

Othmar  
KARAS
Vice President 
of the European 
Parliament, 
France

Andrea  
KDolSKy
Director for 
Healthcare 
Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers, Austria

Milan 
FTáčNIK, 
Lordmayor of 
the City of Bra-
tislava, Slovakia

Peter
OROS
CEO, Qualysoft 
GmbH, Austria

Werner 
WEIHS-RaaBl 
Head of 
Infrastructure 
Finance, Erste 
Group Bank AG, 
Austria

Andreas 
HoPF
Central
Danube Region 
Marketing and 
Development 
GmbH

Michael 
LINHART
Secretray 
General, BMeiA, 
Austria

Andrea 
KöSSL
CEO UNIQA 
Slovakia

Herwig 
REININGER 
Green & Benefit 
Invest, Austria

Christian 
KRESSE, 
Kärnten 
Werbung, “Alpe 
Adria Trail”,
Austria

Denis 
TIKHONOV
Vice-Chairman 
of Government 
of Oblast Tula, 
Russia

Mátyás 
FIRTl 
Vice-President 
of Györ-Moson-
Sopron County
Hungary

Peter
OSTERMANN
Managing 
Director BTM 
Holding GmbH, 
Austria

Georg 
FolIaN
Warimpex 
Finanz- und 
Beteiligungs 
AG, Austria

Eva
KONZETT
Journalist Wirt-
schaftsblatt,
Austria

Stefan
EDER
Benn-Ibler Law 
Firm, Deputy 
Chairman of 
IRE, Austria

Gerhard  
WalCHER
Land Salzburg, 
Department 
of Central 
Services,
Austria



10 11newsregion 31 / december13 newsregion 31 / december13

During the 9th Annual Conference (13.Oct – 15.Oct 2013) vario-
us issues regarding cross-border cooperation had been deba-
ted in panels, such as cross-border tourism strategies, finance 
of regional and communal infrastructure: trans-regional traffic 
projects and energy efficiency, renewable energy and the chal-
lenges of cross border cooperations and best practices of regi-
onal and local administrational cooperation. 220   participants 
from 16 European countries came to the Seewinkelhalle of the 
Vila Vita Resort in Pamhagen in Austria to tackle the issue of 
the development of European regions. Political and economic 
representatives, experts, academics as well as decision ma-
kers discussed the opportunities and challenges in the field of 
cross-border regional development.

Governor of the Land Burgenland Hans Niessl said that Bur-
genland is the best example of a small region that has achieved 
and developed very much in recent years. Ever since Austria 
joined the EU in 1995, the region has developed positively 
and the goal is to implement cross-border projects with other 
European regions. The Lord Mayor of Bratislava Milan Ftáčnik 
reported on how a capital city benefits from European projects 
and in which ways those projects already have helped in deve-
loping this special Danube region, where the Austrian capital 
Vienna is only in 70 km distance.

The Vice President of the European Commission and Commissi-
oner for Inter-Institutional Relations and Administration Maroš 
Šefčovič presented the concept of macro-regions. This is a 
strategic concept of multiple administrative regions, which is 
processed across borders. The macro-regions were designed to 
use resources more efficiently, said Šefčovič. This is implemen-
ted within the framework of the EU´s cohesion policy, which en-
sures that economic differences in the EU regions are compen-
sated. The benefits of cross-border projects in relation to the 
economic transformation process were described by Johannes 
Seiringer, Director of the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD). The Vice-President of the European 
Parliament Othmar Karas supported the idea: „European po-
licy is regional policy. It’s not about standardization but about 
learning from one another.“ The 9th Conference of European 
Regions and Cities is also an example in terms of cross-border 
cooperation. On the last conference day the participants were 
invited to Sopron in Hungary, which is located in close proxi-
mity to Pamhagen. The issue of cooperation in regional and 
local administrations was discussed in the City Hall of Sopron. 

IRE Journalist Award
 
For the first time the IRE awarded the IRE journalist award to 
media representatives for their extraordinary medial involve-
ment in the field of European regions and regionalism during 
the 9th Conference of European Regions and Cities in Pamha-
gen (Burgenland).

As the Chairman of the IRE Franz Schausberger emphasized, 
it is not always easy to convey the idea of regionalism in the 
media. The level between the major national and internatio-
nal events, which are of general interest, and the local events, 
which come across the immediate interest of the affected po-
pulation, is not always easy to transmit and requires special 
journalistic commitment and interest. Furthermore, the acti-
vity of the IRE needs committed and interested journalists as 
“ambassadors of regionalism” as a counterweight to the sym-
pathy for centralism, as sometimes noticeable in the media. 
For their special effort to convey the concerns and problems 
of the regions and local authorities in recent years, the follow-
ing journalists have been awarded the IRE Journalist Award. 

Zorica Vojnovic, publisher and chief editor of the magazine 
“Region”, from Belgrade, Serbia. She regularly presents various 
regions of Europe and reports on their concerns and problems. 
Claus Reitan, former chief editor of the “Tiroler Tageszei-
tung” and “Furche” has helped to convey the topic of re-
gionalism and decentralization in very profound reports 
and thus deepened the understanding of regionalism. 
Prof. John Koprivnikar, former deputy chief editor of “Raiff-
eisen-Zeitung”, during his professional activity in the regional 
and cultural departments he wrote a variety of reports about 
the Austrian regions as well as other parts of Europe, especially 
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe.

From left: Lord Mayor of Bratislava Milan Ftáčnik, 
Vice-President of the Commission Maroš Šefčovič, 
Governor Hans Niessl, IRE-Chairman Franz Schaus-
berger, Vice-President of the EP Othmar Karas and 
Director of the EBRD Johannes Seiringer.

IRE Journalist Award: Governor Hans Niessl, Prof. Jo-
hannes Koprivnikar, Claus Reitan, Zorica Vojnovic and 
Franz Schausberger.

Alexandra Falicovscaia, Andrei Buzatu, Executive Direc-
tor of the new IRE cooperation partner Union of District 
Councils of Moldova represented, Franz Schausberger 
and Joachim Fritz.

IRE Vice Chairman Stefan Eder, Franz Schausber-
ger, Milorad Čirko, Mayor of Šipovo (BIH), Jugoslav 
Jovičić, Independent University Banja Luka (BIH), Ivan 
Šijaković, Independent University Banja Luka (BIH).

Helmut Falschlehner, Member of IRE Board, Gerhard Steier, 
President of Regional Parliament Land Burgenland, and 
Franz Schausberger.

Ivan Jakovčić, Former President of Istria, Mihalea 
Stanescu, Region of Arad, Valter Flego, President of Istria, 
Adrian Florin Tolea, Vice-President of the Region of Arad.

Joachim Fritz, H.E. Gordan Bakota, Croatian Ambassa-
dor in Austria, Alen Leverić, Deputy Minister, Republic 
of Croatia, Heinrich Kachelmaier, CHK Consult Austria

Delegation of Bosnian-Podrinje Canton Goražde: Mini-
ster Dževad Adžem, Prime-Minister Emir Frašto and Mi-
nister Demir Imamović with F. Schausberger and J. Fritz.

FOCUS
9th CERC in Pamhagen& Sopron

FOCUS
9th CERC in 
Pamhagen
& Sopron

The 10th Conference of European Regions and Cities will 
take place from 28th - 30th September 2013 in Vienna.
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For that reason the current state of de-
centralization processes, the responses 
that local governments are giving to 
the crisis, or how they get funding and 
provide public services to citizens where 
the main questions discussed at a confe-
rence of the four Provinces of Catalonia 
in Barcelona on 14th November 2013.

Franz Schausberger, president of the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) 
and rapporteur of the opinion of the 
Committee of the Regions on “Decentra-
lization in the European Union and local 
and regional self-government in the de-
velopment and implementation of EU 
policies” presented the main subjects of 
the opinion.

He underlined that the economic and 
debt crisis and the resulting austerity 
measures are being used in some Mem-
ber States as an excuse of the central 
power to shift powers without provi-
ding corresponding financial resources 
or to rationalise, reduce or abolish sub-
national bodies altogether, which will 
end up weakening local and regional 

Franz Schausberger in Barcelona:  

„Don´t touch regional and local democracy!“

democracy. This trend is based on the 
mistaken assumption that transferring 
public services to the central govern-
ment level will make them more cost-
effective. „Don’t touch the regional and 
local democracy!“ he urged the central 
authorities.

Quite the contrary: local authorities, 
as grassroots institutions, are aware of 
people‘s needs and are best placed to 
define and respond to such needs at a 
time of crisis.

According to Schausberger, one can be 
sure that a proper decentralization pro-
cess in general can greatly improve the 
satisfaction of the people in the regions 
and local authorities and can strengthen 
the whole state. On the other hand, a 
long-standing refusal of serious dialo-
gue between different levels of gover-
nance  and a permanent failure to take 
account of the wishes and demands of 
regions for devolution of powers and 
the necessary financial resources may 
induce demands for autonomy and in 
special cases call for independence. In 

this context a consequent and coherent 
application and acceptance of the prin-
ciples of subsidiartiy and proportionali-
ty at European level provide the best fra-
mework to accommodate the legitimate 
concerns of the different levels.

It is useful to work out studies and 
methods for these kinds of move-
ments, making it possible to discuss 
and understand the motives and find 
coherent, peaceful solutions for all 
parties concerned. Developments 
towards independence of a region 
should basically be seen as an inter-
nal matter of the state concerned.  
 

Meeting with the grand 
old man of Catalonia, 

Jordi Pujol
 
In Barcelona Franz Schausberger 
met the 83 year old Jordi Pujol, Presi-
dent of the Generalitat de Catalunya 
from 1980 to 2003 and former Mem-
ber of the Committee of the Regions.  
Pujol was born in Barcelona in 1930, stu-
died at the German School of Barcelona 
and received a medical degree from the 
University of Barcelona. During his col-
lege years, he joined different activist 
groups that were seeking to rebuild the 
ideal Catalonia that the Spanish Civil 
War and Franco‘s dictatorship had un-
dermined.

In 1960 Jordi Pujol was captured and 
detained for his protests against the 
regime of Franco. He was sentenced to 
seven years in prison, accused of organi-
zing the opposition campaign. However, 
he got out after spending only two and 
a half years in jail, and immediately star-
ted a new line of political activity with 
the slogan „building the country“. This 
aimed to raise Catalans‘ national awa-
reness and create the necessary cultural 
and financial institutions for the deve-
lopment of Catalonia.

In 1974, he passed definitively to the po-
litical sphere on founding the political 
party called Convergència Democràtica 
de Catalunya (CDC) (Democratic Con-
vergence of Catalonia), of which he was 

the first Chairman. The political party 
was not legalized until 1977, during the 
Spanish transition to democracy after 
Franco‘s death in November 1975.

From 1977 to 1980, Pujol was Minister 
without portfolio in the Provisional go-
vernment of Catalonia. In the Spanish 
general election of 1977 he was elected 
to the Spanish Congress of Deputies, 
representing Barcelona. Pujol was re-
elected at the 1979 General Election but 
resigned from the parliament in 1980.

On 20 March 1980, the first Parliament 
elections of Catalonia after Franco‘s re-
gime were celebrated. The Catalan nati-
onalist party Convergència i Unió (coa-
lition of CDC and Democratic Union of 
Catalonia) won the elections and Jordi 
Pujol was elected President of the Ge-
neralitat de Catalunya on 24 April 1980. 
He was reelected again in 1984, 1988, 
1992, 1995 and 1999.

Pujol is an avid supporter of European 
integration. Pujol retired in 2003, en-
ding 23 years of service as the President 
of Catalonia. He left the head of the par-
ty (CDC) to Artur Mas. During the last 
decades of the Franco regime and his 
23 years as President of Catalunia, Jor-
di Pujol pertained to the majority esta-
blishment in Catalan nationalism, which, 
instead of seeking a fully independent 

Roger Albinyana Saigí, Secretary of Foreign and European Affairs of the Govern-
ment of Catalonia chaired the conference. Jordi Pujol, Former President of the Generalitat de Catalunya, and Franz Schausberger

There are currently several legislative proposals on the table in Ca-
talonia and Spain that will have a short term effect on local authori-
ties’ competencies, funding and services they provided to citizens. 
This situation is also affected by the economic crisis, which results 
in difficulties for local funding as well as the discussion on how Ca-
talonia fits within the existing institutional political framework.

republic, intended to work towards a fe-
deralized Spain that would, according to 
Pujol, recognize Catalonia „as a country, 
as a collective with its own personality 
and differences,“ and a „guarantee that 
her own identity be respected“.

However, with the conservative People‘s 
Party waging a political war against the 
Catalan Statute of Autonomy and oppo-
sing recognition for the language in the 
east of Aragon, Pujol has stated that, at 
least since before the Spanish transition 
to democracy, „there is more aggressi-
on towards Catalonia than ever“, and 
that Catalans can „no longer hope for 
anything from the Spanish state“.

A lifelong federalist, Pujol has recently 
become very disenfranchised by the Spa-
nish political arena. He also has recently 
stated that the recent surge of outright 
Catalan separatism is „all in the right“. 

Pujol: „Listen I’m quite old and to be 
honest, I’ve never been in favour for 
independence. Now I’ve arrived at the 
conclusion that Catalonia has no place 
within Spain...Those of us who have de-
fended over years and decades the po-
sition that this is possible within Spain, 
now see that it is not. I’ll say it another 
way: we have no place here; they haven’t 
saved a seat for us. So we have to make 
our own way.“
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A hard nut to crack: The process 
of regionalization in Romania

CORPORATE SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

NOVOMATIC Group is one of the largest integrated gaming companies 
worldwide and the leading producer and operator of high-tech gaming 
equipment in Europe. Founded by the industrialist Prof. Johann F. Graf in 
1980, NOVOMATIC owes its success to more than 30 years of experience 
and the commitment and creativity of 22,000 employees worldwide.  

NOVOMATIC stands by its responsibility and strives to offer its guests high 
quality entertainment within a safe environment. As a gaming group we 
bear a high social and sociopolitical responsibility that we thoroughly 
accept and embrace. 

Corporate Social Responsibility has a long tradition at NOVOMATIC. The 
company is actively engaged in arts, cultural, sports and social activities. 
As an economically highly successful company we consider it our duty  
to also help those who have been unfairly treated by fate and luck. 

www.novomatic.com/csr
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by alexandra Pintilie

In the pursuit of a sustainable development – which puts in the balance the economical, social as well as ecological 
dimension of a certain territory – the public administration system and the institutional structures of a country must 
be flexible enough in order to face the challenges which constantly emerge in the context of both European trends 
and specific local needs. Various EU member states have already established multi-level governance structures in the 
attempt to address this issue, others – such as Romania – are currently in the process.  

Member state of the EU since 2007, the Republic of Romania has a centralized structure, administratively being di-
vided in 41 counties and the municipality of Bucharest, which as the capital city has its own statute. Further on, the 
counties are subdivided into cities and communes. This administrative system built on three levels – national, supra-
local and local – is informally being completed by the development regions, which were established back in the 
period when Romania was applying for the EU membership. The eight regions define themselves as statistical units 
(NUTS II level) and do not have any competences whatsoever, but they play a significant role in the coordination of 
European activities in the field of regional development.

The necessity

Due to the center-orientated structure and the considerable 
discrepancy in scale between the levels of decision-making – 
national (state) and supra-local (counties) – on the one hand 
and due to the increasing significance of regions at the Euro-
pean level on the other hand, Romania identified the necessity 
of initiating a comprehensive process of decentralization and 
regionalization.

Aiming at providing public services in a sustainable manner 
throughout the national territory and bringing the decision-
making mechanism nearer to the citizens, in accordance with 
the European principle of subsidiarity, the process of regio-
nalization and decentralization also creates the framework 
for a more efficient implementation of the objectives of the 
EU cohesion policy. Through the establishment of regions as 
administrative-territorial units, the development of multi-level 
governance structures is being facilitated, creating the premi-
se for a better coordination of various sectoral policies.

The new defined regions will represent a new level between 
the nation state and the counties, without the existence of 
any relationship of subordination among them. According to 
current plans, the regions will be governed by a council and a 
president, both being voted directly by the citizens. Follow-
ing the principle of decentralization, a series of competences 
being currently hold by the ministries are to be transferred to 
the regional level. Therefore, the new administrative units will 
exert functions in areas of larger scale interest such as infra-
structure, education, health, tourism, culture and environment 
protection.  

official calendar

As far as the time frame of the regionalization is concerned, the 
process was set to start in December 2012 and to be finalized 
by the end of 2013. According to the plan, in the first phase 
a broad analyse regarding the establishment of the regions 
was conducted by the Advisory Council for Regionalization. 
Beyond that, a Technical Interministerial Committee on Regi-
onal Decentralization was given the task of elaborating the 
necessary legal bases for the functioning of the new admini-
strative units. Subsequent to these steps, several workshops 
with extern experts and a series of meetings and debates both 
at regional and national level have been stipulated in the de-
tailed plan, so that experts from the academic world, represen-
tatives of the civil society, of all political parties as well as of 
the current administration could bring their suggestions in the 
process. By the end of September all of the events on regional 
level were completed, the conclusions drawn were, however, 
not made public.

As a next step, the official calendar announced a referendum 
for the amendment of the constitution for October 2013 in 
order to anchor the regions as administrative units, followed – 
after its validation and commencement – by the first regional 
elections in December 2013. Regarding the referendum, it did 
not only not take place as planned, but also further details are 
unknown due to the currently undefined situation. From an in-
ternal perspective, as far as the establishment of the regions 
is concerned, no final decision has been made in the process. 
Furthermore,   the law which regulates the referendum has 
been recently exposed to amendments regarding the quorum. 
The percentage suggested by the government – 30% in com-
parison to the actual 50% – is claimed by the president to be 
unconstitutional and, therefore, the draft law is in a blocked 
position, being under the examination of the Constitutional 
Court, fact that, in an apparently indirect way, has repercus-
sions on the process of regionalization.



[Source of graphic: Ministry of Regional Development and Public Admi-
nistration, URL: http://regionalizare.mdrap.ro/conreg/rapoarte-conreg/]

Another analytical model has been made public by the Ro-
manian Geography Society, which proposes smaller regions, 
encouraging to a certain degree a North-South division of the 
existing development areas as well as the inclusion of Bucha-
rest in the adjacent region. The report goes further, suggesting 
also the residence cities within each administrative unit. 
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VERANSTALTUNGSTERMINE 2014

W  REED EXHIBITIONS  
 MESSE WIEN

L  DESIGN CENTER LINZ

S  MESSEZENTRUM 
 SALZBURG

B  BRANDBOXX SALZBURG

1) PUBLIKUMSOFFENE MESSEN.  
 ALLE ANDEREN MESSEN SIND 
 NUR FACHBESUCHERN  
 ZUGÄNGLICH!

ÄNDERUNGEN VORBEHALTEN, 
STAND OKTOBER 2013

FERIEN-MESSE WIEN 1) 16.01.-19.01.2014 www.ferien-messe.at

VIENNA AUTOSHOW 1) 16.01.-19.01.2014 www.viennaautoshow.at

TRACHT & COUNTRY PREMIERE 21.01.-22.01.2014 www.premiere.trachtsalzburg.at

CASA (TEXBO) 22.01.-25.01.2014 www.casa-messe.at

FERIEN MESSE LINZ 1) 23.01.-25.01.2014 www.ferien-linz.at

AQUATHERM VIENNA 28.01.-31.01.2014 www.aquatherm.at

BAUEN+WOHNEN SALZBURG 1) 06.02.-09.02.2014 www.bauen-wohnen.co.at

SALZBURGER IMMOBILIENMESSE 1) 08.02.-09.02.2014 www.salzburger-immobilienmesse.at

BAUEN & ENERGIE WIEN 1) 13.02.-16.02.2014 www.bauen-energie.at

DIE HOHE JAGD & FISCHEREI 1) 20.02.-23.02.2014 www.hohejagd.at 
  www.fischereimesse.at

ABSOLUT ALLRAD 1) 20.02.-23.02.2014 www.absolut-allrad.at

CREATIV SALZBURG FRÜHJAHR 28.02.-02.03.2014 www.creativsalzburg.at

TRACHT & COUNTRY FRÜHJAHR 28.02.-02.03.2014 www.trachtsalzburg.at

WOHNEN & INTERIEUR 1) 08.03.-16.03.2014 www.wohnen-interieur.at

WIENER IMMOBILIENMESSE 1) 15.03.-16.03.2014 www.wiener-immobilienmesse.at

HOTEL & GAST WIEN 23.03.-25.03.2014 www.hotel-gast.at

GEWINN-MONEYWORLD LINZ 1) 03.04.-03.04.2014 www.moneyworld.at

FRÜHJAHRSORDERTAGE 04.04.-05.04.2014 www.fruehjahrsordertage.at

AUSTROPHARM 24.04.-26.04.2014 www.austropharm.at

SMART AUTOMATION AUSTRIA 06.05.-08.05.2014 www.smart-automation.at

INTERTOOL 06.05.-09.05.2014 www.intertool.at

SCHWEISSEN / JOIN-EX 06.05.-09.05.2014 www.schweissen.at

TRACHT & COUNTRY PREMIERE 22.07.-23.07.2014 www.premiere.trachtsalzburg.at

TRACHT & COUNTRY HERBST 29.08.-31.08.2014 www.trachtsalzburg.at

CREATIV SALZBURG HERBST 05.09.-07.09.2014 www.creativsalzburg.at

BEST OF BIKE 14.09.-16.09.2014 www.bestofbike.at

FUTURA 18.09.-21.09.2014 www.futuramesse.at

GEWINN-MESSE 1) 16.10.-17.10.2014 www.gewinnmesse.at

MODELLBAU-MESSE 1) 23.10.-26.10.2014 www.modell-bau.at

IDEENWELT 1) 23.10.-26.10.2014 www.ideen-welt.at

ANIWORLD 1) 23.10.-26.10.2014 www.aniworld.at

ALLES FÜR DEN GAST-HERBST 08.11.-12.11.2014 www.gastmesse.at

INTERPÄDAGOGICA 13.11.-15.11.2014 www.interpaedagogica.at
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www.messe.at
Alle Termine stets aktuell auf:

Reed Messe Salzburg GmbH
Am Messezentrum 6, PF 285, A-5021 Salzburg 
T: +43 662 44 77-0 
F: +43 662 44 77-4809 
info@reedexpo.at

Reed Messe Wien GmbH
Messeplatz 1, PF 277, A-1021 Wien 
T: +43 1 727 20-0 
F: +43 1 727 20-4709 
info@messe.at

Messe Wien Exhibition & Congress Center Messezentrum Salzburg

RX_210x297_abf_IRE-News.indd   1 30.10.13   11:12

Potential models for the regions

After a complex analysis, following a set of principles such as 
the existence of internal linkages within the territory, the avai-
lability of a critical mass in terms of socio-economic activities 
or the endogenous potential, several models were developed 
in order to define the regions. Starting from the actual de-
limitation of the NUTS II units, the Advisory Council for Regi-
onalization published a report where the new regions have 
the same structure and, instead of geographical names, they 
possess historical ones, but with the recommendation that the 
current metropolitan region of Bucharest should be included 
in South area due to the significant disparities between their 
levels of development.

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

[Source of graphic: GeogrSociety: Romanian Geography Society
URL: http://geo-sgr.ro/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Proiectul-de-
Regionalizare.pdf

[Source of graphic:  Realitatea.net
URL: http://www.realitatea.net/harta-regionalizarii-in-varianta-psd-
cum-va-fi-redesenata-romania_1259804.html

This aspect has generated a heated debate in the media, being 
backed up by a certain local pride. Thus another model has 
spread in the social-democrats circles, redefining the current 
central region by an East-West distinction and keeping the ac-
tual statute of Bucharest as a metropolitan region.

Even though each model features its own advantages and dis-
advantages, the regionalization and decentralization are one 
essential step towards a more sustainable development of the 
country. Aiming at generating a polycentric structure on which 
regions evolve and strengthen their competitiveness, this pro-
cess must also be embedded in the present European context. 
The occurred delay in comparison to the initial plan could have 
repercussions in case the new defined administrative units dif-
fer from the actual development regions, since the EU funding 
period 2014-2020, which relies to a significant degree on the 
statistical data from the NUTS II level, is about to begin. As a 
consequence, in the mass media, a first step in the decentrali-
zation process is said to be done by transferring several com-
petences from the ministries towards the countries, whereas 
the regions are still to be defined in the next period of time.

This article is based on an internet research. The main source is represen-
ted by the official website of the Ministry of Regional Development and 
Public Administration – the portal dedicated to the process of regionali-
zation (www.regionalizare.mdrap.ro). Further sources are the site of the 
Romanian Geography Society (www.geo-sgr.ro) and online articles from 
Romanian newspapers.
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Unser Energieschatz!
TIWAG-Tiroler Wasserkraft AG

Independent University 
of Banja Luka
 
represented by Director Jugoslav Jovičić

The Independent University of Banja Luka (Nezavisni univerzi-
tet Banja Luka, also NUBL) is a university located in the city of 
Banja Luka in the entity Republika Srpska, Bosnia and Herzego-
vina. The university is based on the principles of freedom and 
autonomy of creativity, transparency, integrity in the European 
system of higher education, international standards of quality, 
intellectual property protection, academic freedom, academic 
administration and autonomy of universities, open universities 
to the public, the citizens and the local community. Further-
more, solidarity and partnership of members of the academic 
community, the European humanistic and democratic traditi-
on, respect for and promotion of human rights and freedoms 
and the concept of lifelong learning are important values to 
the independent university.
NUBL is a higher education institution, which links scienti-
fic research with artistic creativity and prepares students for 
professional activities on the basis of technical and scientific 
knowledge and methods as well as artistic values. The univer-
sity consists of 6 faculties: political science, ecology, education, 
economics, informatics and fine arts.

Constantin 
Brâncoveanu 
University
represented by Rector ovidiu Puiu

Constantin Brâncoveanu University was founded in 1991, and 
its first academic structures were the Faculties of Management 
Marketing in Economic Affairs in the cities of Brăila (1991), 
Piteşti (1992) and Râmnicu Vâlcea (1991).
Diversifying the study profiles was one of the Board‘s main 
objectives and the first step in this respect was taken in 1999, 
when the Faculty of Finance-Accounting was established. By 
now the university consists of 6 faculties: Faculty of Manage-
ment Marketing in economic affairs (Piteşti), Faculty of finance 
– accounting (Piteşti), Faculty of juridical, administrative and 
communication sciences (Piteşti), Faculty of Management Mar-
keting in economic affairs (Brăila), Faculty of administrative 
and communication sciences (Brăila), Faculty of Management 
Marketing in economic affairs (Râmnicu Vâlcea).
Constantin Brâncoveanu University fulfills its goals by training 
and coaching specialists in the fields of economic, juridical, 
administrative, communication, social sciences, and foreign 
relations while undertaking scientific research activities on its 
own and in collaboration with similar institutions in the coun-
try and abroad, thus cultivating and disseminating the values 
of universal culture and civilization as it obeys fundamental hu-
man rights and freedom, and promotes free, critical thinking.     
 
In 2011 the  Constantin Brâncoveanu University was awar-
ded the “HIGH CONFIDENCE RATING“,   the highest degree of 
Romania‘s higher education system.

The two universities agreed to cooperate by exchanging pu-
blications, information, organizing conjoint projects as well 
as an elaboration of an internship exchange programme. Two 
students from the Constantin Brâncoveanu University will take 
part in the exchange programme already next year and will do 
an internship at the headquarter of the IRE in Salzburg.IRE  is sponsored 

by

New IRE Cooperation Partners

Health in the Regions
Cross Boarder Health Care: 
Harmonization in European 
Regions.

Hg.: Felix Unger. VDG 
Verlag und Datenbank für 
Geisteswissenschaften, 
Weimar. 2012.
I-SBN: 978-3-89739-733-0

Book presentation
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Besser leben Rat und Hilfe Gesundheit in OÖ

www.gesundes-oberoesterreich.at

Gesundheit und Vitalität sind wichtige Faktoren für eine hohe Lebens-
zufriedenheit. Um diese langfristig zu erhalten, reicht es schon, sich
kleine Verhaltensänderungen ins Bewusstsein zu rufen und in das 
tägliche Leben einzubauen.

à   Das Land OÖ bietet eine Vielzahl von Beratungs- und Vorsorge-
      angeboten für Ihre Gesundheit.
à   Mehr als 800 „gesunde Rezepte” stehen zum Nachkochen bereit.
à   Ein Blog des Landeshauptmanns informiert die Bürgerinnen und 
      Bürger über Entwicklungen in der Gesundheitspolitik.
à    Eine neue Initiative möchte alle Oberösterreicherinnen 
      und Oberösterreicher zu mehr Bewegung motivieren. 
      Oberösterreich bewegt sich: WIR MacHEN METER
      Machen Sie mit uns Meter für Ihre Gesundheit!

Noch mehr Infos rund um das Thema Gesundheit
auf der neuen Homepage mit den Schwerpunkten:

Ins_Homepage_GesundOOe_170 x 250_Layout 1  30.10.2013  09:23  Seite 1

Municipality of Šipovo
 
represented by the Mayor Milorad Ćirko

Šipovo  is a town in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is situated in 
the western part of the entity Republika Srpska. The munici-
pality covers an area of 510  km2  much of which is forested. 
The population of 11,000 consists of 95% of Serbs and 5% of 
Bosniacs. Sixty Percent of the population of Šipovo lives in the 
urban area, even though the regional economy focuses mainly 
on agriculture, such as farming, fruit-growing, cattle breeding, 
fishing and apiculture. 
Šipovo is better known in history as Sokograd. From a small 
village with a few houses it developed to a large castle com-
plex in the 14th century that had to go through many wars. The 
ruins of the castle can be visited today and are a popular tourist 
destination. Today Šipovo is a recreation area and offers many 
activities for visitors.

New Members to the IRE Network
The IRE welcomes two new members to the network and 
hopes for a fruitful and strong cooperation.

Spectacularly beautiful valley near Sipovo, Bosnia. 
Source: pippins.me.ukIRE  is sponsored 

by

https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire
You can find us on Facebook 

Union of District 
Councils of Moldova
 
represented by andrei Buzatu, Executive Director
 
 
 The Union of District Councils of Moldova is a non-govern-
mental and non-profit organization, established in 2012, which 
gathers all the District Councils of Moldova, based on free and 
on the Decision of the District Council which wants to join the 
organization.
The main organization’s goal is to form a common voice for the 
promotion and the representation of the District Councils of 
Moldova, of all the needs, interests and development opportu-
nities that they present, in relation with the local communities 
that they coordinate.   

The main objectives of our organization are:
u To reunite, on free will bases, all the District Councils from 

the Republic of Moldova; 
u The adaptation to the EU legislation and requirements (the 

acquis communautaire) regarding the local public admini-
stration; 

u The access to the non-refundable funds or credits for local 
public authorities outside the European Community;

u The search for foreign private investor and partners, for the 
accomplishment of the projects within the regional and lo-
cal development, in each district, in all the domains of acti-
vity;

u The promotion and the application of the regional develop-
ment principles; 

u The support for the local and regional durable develop-
ment – political (national and international), economic, so-
cial, cultural, environmental etc.; 

u The interregional coordination and the representation of 
the districts’ interests on national and international level ba-
sed on the subsidiary principle; 

u And many more.
 

© www.panoramio.com
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In addition to the increasing damage through natural catastro-
phes, the daily obstruction of 22 hectares soil (= average size 
of a farm) endanger the supply with domestic groceries.

www.hagel.at

EvEry day a farm is bEing obstructEd
food supply EndangErEd

The IRE Team wishes all our members, partners, supporters, sponsors and 
friends wonderful winter holidays and a great start into the year 2014. We hope 
to see you next year at one of our conferences or would be glad to welcome you at 

our headquarter in Salzburg for a personal meeting.
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