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Due to 
t h e 
increa-

sing importance of EU policies and legislations in the last few 
decades, regions - especially those with legislative powers - 
have realized that a representation of their interests in Brussels 
is as important as in the national capitals. Through opening 
their own offices in Brussels, along with the creation of the 
Committee of the Regions as an advisory body, essential steps 
have been made to strengthen the regions in the EU.
 
The Treaty of Lisbon further strengthened the position of the 
regions in the EU: the division of competences between the 
EU and the Member States has been clarified. Democratic con-
trol was improved by strengthening the national parliaments 
in the monitoring of compliance with the Principle of Subsidi-
artiy. The Committee of the Regions now has an independent 
right of action if its participation rights or the Principle of Sub-
sidiartiy were infringed. Furthermore, it was explicitly stated in 

the Lisbon Treaty that the EU shall respects the self-governing 
authorities on a regional and local level. The strengthening of 
the regions of the EU is an important contribution for the aim 
of getting closer to its citizens, adding more transparency, ef-
ficiency and ultimately more acceptance of EU policies by the 
population. This is more important than ever in order to ensure 
that the EU can respond successfully to the major challenges in 
the globalized world.

A recent example of the growing involvement of the regions 
in the EU policy was the discussion on the liberalization of wa-
ter supply. This is a topic that has moved people and regional 
politicians. We discussed this issue intensively in the group of 
experts chaired by myself on EU bureaucracy reduction with 
the Internal Market Commissioner Michel Barnier. There was 
a positive signal from the European Commission for more ac-
ceptance and closeness to its citizens, since it finally withdrew 
this proposal because of the great concerns from the regions 
and its population.
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Edmund Stoiber
Former Minister-President of Bavaria

Europe and the Regions

After 14 years in office as Minister-President of the German 
state of Bavaria (1993 – 2007) Dr. Edmund Stoiber sees a great 
potential in regional and municipal cooperations. Strengthe-
ning the political and economic position of regions is of great 
importance to him, therefore, he supports the objectives and 
activities of the IRE and the idea of a „Europe of the Regions“, 
which is based on the EU principle of subsidiarity.
Edmund Stoiber studied law and political science at the Uni-
versity of Munich and at the Academy of Political Science in 
Munich. He then became research associate at the Institute of 
Criminal Law and Eastern European Law at the University of Re-
gensburg. From 1974 to 2008 he was a member of the Bavarian 
state parliament. Stoiber held the office of Secretary General of 
the CSU (Christian Social Union) in Bavaria from 1978 to 1983 
and was Deputy Chairman of the party from 1989 to 1993. He 
was appointed Bavarian minister for inner affairs from 1988 
till 1993 and Minister-President of the Free State Bavaria from 
1993 till 2007. 

Edmund Stoiber - new Member of the IRE-Board of Patrons
Edmund Stoiber got nominated by the EU Commission to chair 
the High Level Group advising the European Commission on 
the reduction of administrative burdens imposed by legislation 
in the Union, which was set up in 2007. The High Level Group 
is composed of 15 members representing a wide segment of 
society namely small and large businesses organizations, trade 
unions, NGOs as well as the world of academia and politics.

Edmund Stoiber has become a member of the  Board of Pa-
trons  along with Croatian President Dr. Ivo Josipovic, former 
German chancellor Dr. Helmut Kohl, EU-Commissioner Dr. Jo-
hannes Hahn, Prime Minister of Luxemburg Jean-Claude Jun-
cker, former Austrian chancellor Dr. Wolfgang Schüssel, Czech 
Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg, singer and songwriter 
Hubert von Goisern, former EU-Commissioner Dr. Benita Ferre-
ro-Waldner and former German Minister of Finance Dr. Theo 
Waigel.
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IRE conference on Smart Cities: 

Oslo, the 
capital of 
electric cars

In the capital of Norway more than two 
thousand electric cars are on the roads. Who-
ever drives an e-car does not pay tolls and 
can “refuel” for free using electricity at one 
of the many power stations in the inner city.  
The green mobility of Oslo gives priority to 
pedestrians, cyclists and public transportati-
on. 64 percent of all travels are environmen-
tally friendly and the improvements of public 
transportation include new metro wagons, 
hydrogen busses, a new price structure and a 
high frequency public transport.

FOCUS
Conference„Smart Cities“
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These investments are financed with the help of the reve-
nues of the toll ring for all gas-operated vehicles in the City 
of Oslo. The Norwegian capital is eager to make public trans-
portation climate neutral and efficient on the one hand, and 
more attractive for the citizens on the other hand.   
  
The Deputy Mayor for Environment and Transport of the City 
of Oslo in Norway, Ola Elvestuen, reported this during the 
expert conference “Smart Cities - Challenges and Solutions 
for Urban Mobility in European Cities” in Vienna.  The confe-
rence was organized by the Institute of the Regions of Europe 
(IRE) together with the City of Vienna, Kapsch TrafficCOM and 
other partners. The conference took place in Vienna City Hall 
on Friday, 28th July2013. One precondition for becoming a 
Smart City is “Smart Planning”, a sophisticated city concept in-
dividually adapted to each city.  IRE-Chairman Franz Schaus-
berger went a step further and stated that mobility does 
not stop at the city borders: “Public transportation should 
be linked beyond the city limits, so the traffic is not shifted 
to the suburbs. Establishing interregional cooperation is of 
importance for the future of Smart Regions.” Jaroslaw Pie-
tras, Director General of the Competition, Innovation, Trans-
port, Internal Market, Industry and Energy of the Council of 
the EU, emphasized the responsibility of cities and regions. 
There should be European requirements and common goals, 
but the implementation must take place at the local level.   
  
Additionally, the participation of citizens is necessary for a 
successful urban planning, says Ina Homeier from the Ur-
ban Development and Urban Planning, Urban and Regional 
Development Unit, 18th Municipal Department of the City of 
Vienna. “Smart Cities does not mean sacrifice but increased 
quality of life.” she said. Erwin Toplak, COO of Kapsch Traffic-
COM agrees: “We need to make the public understand that 
something has to change.” In Vienna, the “Smart Cities Vien-
na” initiative was introduced in 2011. The promotion of car 
sharing and relocation of parking spaces to the outer sub-
urbs will enhance the quality of life in the capital. Vienna is 
in a constant communication with cities such as Stockholm 
and Hamburg. Bratislava is also struggling with the parking 
problem and wants to learn from Vienna, adds Ing. Tibor 
Schlosser from the Department of Transportation in Bratis-
lava, Slovakia. “Capitals should serve as role models for their 
country, but often fail in the question of budget.” During 

Salzburger Flughafen GmbH  ·  Innsbrucker Bundesstr. 95   
5020 Salzburg  ·  Austria  ·  info@salzburg-airport.at

» Short distances, 
fast service, 
friendly people.«

» That‘s why we fly from 
Salzburg Airport.«

The participants of the conference in the Vienna City Hall
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Ola Elvestuen

Vice-Mayor of Oslo, Norway

Dirk Fassbender

European Commission 
Representation in Austria

Erwin Toplak

Board of Kapsch TrafficCom, 
Vienna, Austria

Tibor Schlosser

Engineer of the City of 
Bratislava, Slovakia

Ina Homeier

Project Manager of Smart 
City Wien, City of Vienna, 

Austria

Jaroslaw Pietras

Director-General for 
Environment, Education, 

Transport and Energy, EU 
Council, Brussels, Belgium

two panel discussions, best practice examples from Ger-
many, Norway, Italy, Slovakia and Austria were exchanged. 
  
In recent years, the urban traffic mobility has changed. In 
busy city centers the systematic use of modern informa-
tion and communication technologies, resource-saving 
techniques and social science methods have contributed 
to a post-fossil fuel society. Smart Cities are those in which 
individuals mainly use public and environmentally friendly 
transportation. Attractive urban spaces on ground floor are-
as belong to the public and businesses and are not used as 
parking spaces.
  
Photos: Franz Neumayr

From left: Ina Homeier (City of Vienna), Erwin Toplak 
(Board, Kapsch TrafficCOM), Dirk Fassbender (European 
Commission Representation in Austria), IRE Chairman 
Franz Schausberger, Vice-Mayor of Oslo, Ola Elvestuen,  
and Jaroslaw Pietras (EU Council).

From left: Antonio Privitera, Reinhard Birke, Georg-
Friedrich Koppen, Judith Kofler Peintner, Tibor 
Schlosser, Thomas Reznicek, Karl Ernst Ambrosch

FOCUS
Conference„Smart Cities“

Kindly supported by:
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IRE conference in Vukovar: 

Members of Regional Assemblies can 
contribute to defusing regional conflicts

FOCUS
Conference
„Regional 

Assemblies“
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      he intermediation of basic European 
values such as democracy, solidarity, hu-
man rights, and protection of minorities 
into EU policies on the one hand, and as 
a bearer of the interests and wishes of 
the citizens to the EU institutions on the 
other, is one of the important tasks of the 
members of Regional Assemblies, said 
Franz Schausberger, Chairman of the 
Institute of the Regions of Europe, at the 
IRE conference on Wednesday 18th, in 
Vukovar, Croatia. By assuring that the re-
gional assemblies commit to implement 
minority rights, regional MPs can signi-
ficantly defuse regional conflicts, such 
as the one we have recently seen taking 
place in Vukovar.
Representatives of the democratically 
elected assemblies of Croatia, Serbia/
Vojvodina and Bosnia-Herzegovina took 
part in this conference. The need to be-
come increasingly active in European 
politics was recognized by all regions 
present, since a rise in decisions taken 
from the European level directly affec-
ting the regions can be traced back to the 
1980’s. However, there is still a need to 
strengthen the authorities of the regional 

governments and their executi-
ve organs as counterweight to 
the agendas of the national state 
governments and the EU Parlia-
ment, making the potential of 
the regional assemblies in Euro-
pean politics to come to fruition.
„I am convinced that many mem-
bers of regional assemblies are 
not even aware of the fact, that 
they have possibilities to influ-
ence European politics, by coo-
perating with the politicians    o f 
the central governments and the 
EU level,“ said Schausberger.
 

IRE conference in Vukovar: 

Members of Regional Assemblies can 
contribute to defusing regional conflicts T

www

The House of the Government and 
Assembly of Vukovar-Srijem

FOCUS
Conference„Regional Assemblies“
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„10-point Memorandum of 
Vukovar“ by the IRE
 
On the occasion of the conference the represen-
tatives of the regional assemblies from Croatia 
, Serbia and Bosnia - Herzegovina agreed on the 
following 10 points :

1. The regional meetings play an important role in 
the European integration and the mediation of 
European values   and policies in spite of their dif-
ferent responsibilities and capacities.

2. The members of the Assemblies of the Regions 
should act as „regional ambassadors of the EU „to 
convey the policies of the European Union, the 
citizens better than ever and zoom gather the in-
terests of the citizens of the intensive EU institu-
tions. The EU is dependent on the activity of the 
regional (and local) politicians.

3. To the regional meetings seeking to intensify the 
exchange of experiences and know- how trans-
fer.

4. In order to fulfill this task can all regional meetings 
should set up committees Europe who regularly 
deal with the current issues of EU policies.

5. The regional assemblies should be more con-
sulted and involved from the national parlia-
ments of the central government and the regio-
nal executives in European policy.

6. For this it is necessary that the meetings are re-
gularly supplied by central governments and 
central parliaments and their regional executive 
organs of information and that the inter-parlia-
mentary European structures open to the regi-
onal assemblies and enabling them to integrate 
into the IPEX platform.

7. The regional meetings of the EU Member States 
are recommended to members of the EP , CoR 
, representatives of the European Commission 
to invite others to their deliberations to inform 
themselves directly to.

8. The members of the regional meetings or at least 
their European committees should conduct visits 
to Brussels to meet directly the EU institutions 
and the way they work.

9. The creation of a conference, which meets once 
a year the presidents of the regional meetings of 
Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina to provi-
de advice on European policy issues agreed. The 
next conference will be held in Brcko (Bosnia - 
Herzegovina). The preparation takes the IRE.

10. The regional assemblies asked to deal with the 
issues of cross- border regional cooperation.

  “Regions and their democratically elected and legi-
timately gathered representatives have become increasingly 
important”, said IRE Advisory Board Member Bernd Petrisch, 
who himself has served as MP in the Salzburg Parliament for 
several years. “Through the regionalization of the principles 
of subsidiarity a more citizen-friendly reality could arise”, 
he continued. This would serve the purpose of the directly 
elected regional assemblies to counteract the parliamentary 
deficit at regional level. As a consequence, democracy and 
citizen participation would be strengthened overall, as regi-
onal assemblies enable politicians on a national and/or Eu-
ropean level to put the interests of the citizens into practice 
and to deal with important regional topics like minority pro-
blems as well as regional and cultural differences, while still 
maintaining the efficiency and power that national authori-
ties can offer. 
 
Karl Edtstadler, former Parliament Director of the Salzburg 
Parliament, presented specific examples of European politi-
cal activities at regional level that could have a positive ef-
fect and would make the citizens feel more closely linked to 
the EU. He mentioned that the establishment of European 
committees as a part of the regional assemblies should be 
considered a standard procedure of these organizations. Fur-
thermore, European policy reports should be included regu-
larly into the overall agenda. Invitations should be sent out 
to Members of the European Parliament as well as to the re-
presentatives of the European Commission, the Committee 
of Regions and the Congress of Europe whenever important 
regional meetings take place. Joint meetings for Parliamen-
tary Committees and visits to the European institutions in 

www

FOCUS
Conference
„Regional 

Assemblies“
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Brussels were also recommended.
 
The Austrian ambassador in Zagreb, Andrea Ikić -Böhm, re-
quested from the EU candidate countries to communicate EU 
topics at an early stage and to make use of the many EU pro-
grams. The regions also need to convince the citizens by provi-
ding positive results and involve them in future activities.
  She further pointed out the regional corporations that has 
been successfully promoted and supported by the Institute of 
the Regions of Europe (IRE). She stated that the IRE network is 
promising due to the fact that more than half of all Croatian 
regions already belong to this network. Austria is in a close co-
operation with Croatia and will assist the new EU member as a 
partner, said Ambassador Ikić -Böhm.
 
Lukas Mandl presented his point of view, as Chairman of the 
EU Affairs Committee of the Lower Austrian Parliament. The 
province of Lower Austria is one of the most active provinces in 
Austria and also one of the most active regions, when it comes 
to cross-regional cooperation.
„We must be aware that we, as members of state parliaments 

and regional assemblies, are representing the citizens of the 
European Union - namely those who live in our regions. The 
European Union is not and could never be only represented 
by Brussels. Yes we are the European Union! And our national 
parliaments are part of the European institutions. With the Lis-
bon Treaty we have instruments in hand to contribute to the 
EU regulations. Lower Austria benefits from these instruments 
to a very high extent“, Mandl argued in his presentation.
“One powerful tool is the so-called ‘subsidiarity complaint’”, 
explained Mandl, before giving a first-hand example of when 
this has been used. The Lower Austrian Parliament Commission 
has repeatedly criticized the proposals of the European Union 
Affairs Committee, since these proposals have failed to live up 
to the principle of subsidiarity. This complaint shall in turn be 
forwarded to the Federal Council, where they then have the 
opportunity to submit the complaint to the European Commis-
sion. If at least one third of the EU member states agree to the 
complaint in question, the Commission should reconsider its 
proposal. “In mid-September 2013, the European Committee 
and the State Parliament of Lower Austria reprimanded a pro-
posal from the Commission. This was due to the limited parti-
cipatory rights of European regions concerning the issues of 
worker protection, flood protection, drinking water and food 
hygiene”, Mandl pointed out.
 
Photos: Wolfgang Friess

Andrea Ikić -Böhm

Austrian Ambassador 
to Croatia, Zagreb Jovan Komšić
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Subotica Department for 
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by Prof. Dr. Winfried Böttcher 

Prof. Dr. Winfried Böttcher was professor for political 
science and international relations at the University of 
Aachen, Germany. The following text is an excerpt of 
the speech he gave on the occasion of the IRE Confe-
rence “Regional Parliaments” on June 12th 2013 in the 
Saxonian Parliament in Dresden.

Europe of regions will become regional and federal 
– a nation consisting of European people – or it will 
be no more! This hypothesis is supported by the fol-
lowing two arguments:
1.      Europe, according to the Lisbon Treaty, is not 
viable in a progressively globalized world with a 
prevailing dominance of national interests, overri-

ding necessary European common interests. With 
increasing globalization, the nation state is less and 

less able to cope with its regulatory responsibility. 
The nation state disrupts big pan-European fu-

ture prospects. 
2.           Denationalization, which 

incessantly proceeds by glo-
balization, involves sub-

stantial democratic risks. 
In order to progress to-
wards a new kind of fe-
deration, the European 
Union needs the micro 
level, i.e. the municipa-
lities and the regions, 
to function as an indis-
pensable foundation. 
Together, they en-
sure a post-national 
Europe in an incre-
asingly globalized 
world.
Therefore, we need 
“more Europe”, re-
ferring to more de-
mocracy and a Eu-
rope influenced less 
by the nation state. 
We need “more Eu-
rope” in order to 
be able to actively 
shape globaliza-
tion for our own 
benefit. Through 

the necessary loss of 
nationhood, we gain 

more Europe. We need 
more democracy, be-

cause only democratic 
societies offer orientati-

on and identity in an in-
creasingly complex world. 

Thus, the place of self-assurance is a re-
gion.
In Prof. Böttcher´s opinion, we find our-
selves in a systemic crisis and we need 
to change the existing European system 
of nation states, which are the main poli-
tical actors at the present time. The nati-
on state is facing a growing disorientati-
on of its citizens, because the state itself 
has become disoriented. The world is 
getting increasingly confusing and un-
clear for individuals. As a result people’s 
faith in the state and the European Uni-
on has been decreasing for a while. 
Current trends, therefore, are: declining 
participation in elections, increasing 
participation of people in citizens’ initia-
tives, the articulated feeling of lack of ju-
stice in society, a growing gap between 
rich and poor and the feeling that the 
great European invention of the welfa-
re state is more and more endangered 
etcetera. On a broad front, the depoliti-
cization increases, as it retreats into the 
private sector. Worryingly, this trend 
intensifies in young people. If society is 
not able to offer its youth a perspective 
for the future, society becomes dan-
gerously unstable. An increasing dere-
gulation and flexibilization of national 
economies as well as the privatization 
of public services contribute to this de-
stabilization of the old order. The nation 
state has lost its own purpose, namely to 
control the political system.

In Prof. Böttcher´s opinion, Europe only 
has hope for the future if nation states 
disappear. Two questions arise:
1. How can Europe be governed wit-

hout national states?
2.  How can we preserve or even dee-

pen democracy in this post-national 
system?

He suggests a three-level model within 
the European Union as a global player, 
regions as strongholds of democracy 
along with the nation states as arbitra-
tors at an initial state between the two. 
The three-level model would eliminate 
the current main shortcomings of the 
EU, namely:
1.  Legitimation deficit,
2.  Remoteness from citizens,
3. Phlegmatic and time-consuming 

intergovernmental negotiation sys-
tem,

4. Market-driven bureaucracy, primarily 

Visions of a „Europe of the United Regions”
FOCUS
Europe 
of the 

Regions
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focused on the economic issues of 
Brussels,

5. Complexity and lack of transparency 
in decision-making,

6. Stagnation in the development of 
the system, due to the tendency that 
decisions primarily are being made 
on the consensus of the least com-
mon multiple,

7. No consistency with the principle of 
majority rule in decision making.

The Constitution defines the basic struc-
ture of the political system, which we 
will call the “Europe of the United Regi-
ons”. Institutions in their delimitations 
of competences, offices and leading 
positions, division of powers, rule of law, 
social state, federal state and of course 
human, civil and social rights as well as 
the functioning of political will and deci-
sion making are established. The second 
main function is the legitimation of the 
constituted order. The constitution legi-
timizes a political order. A constitutio-
nal assembly with representatives from 
all regions and layers is responsible for 
elaboration. Following the passage by 
the assembly there is a region-wide re-
ferendum. Two legislative bodies are on 
the upper level: the Peoples House and 
the House of Regions. Peoples House, 
the first chamber of the European repu-
blic, is composed of two representatives 
per commenced million inhabitants, 
elected directly by people. 

The Parliament builds a government set 
out to have the following responsibili-
ties:
1. Foreign and security policy
2.  Fiscal and monetary policy
3.  Immigration and asylum policy
4. Coordination of economic policies
5. Coordination of environmental poli-

cies
6. Framework for social policy
7. Framework for tax policy

In the region (regardless of its size), ci-
tizens elect two MPs to the House of 
Regions, which functions as the second 
chamber of the Republic. All laws and 
decisions that are not explicitly within 
the sovereignty of the regions, require 
the consent of both houses. The respec-
tive regions of this new European Repu-
blic are largely sovereign, such as Swiss 
cantons today. Anything not expressly 

Visions of a „Europe of the United Regions”
within the powers of the upper level is 
the responsibility of the regions, such as:

1. Spatial, development and settle-
ment planning

2. Economies with endogenous poten-
tials

3.  Labor market
4. Energy
5. Environment
6.  Justice and police
7.  Health
8.  Family, youth, seniors
9.  Social sector
10. Culture and sports
11. Education, schooling, advanced trai-

ning

During the transition period, the inter-
mediate level of the nation state is of 
some importance. Here, independent 
personalities from the former nation 
states gather. The Committee consists 
of 12 representatives from each former 
nation state. This body is one type of a 
constitutional assembly, an institutio-
nalized arbitration authority where dif-
ferences between the lower and upper 
level occur. 
Finally, Prof. Böttcher explained why de-
mocracy potentials are greater in a “Eu-
rope of the United Regions” than in the 
current system. Democracy rests on two 
pillars in a region: individually on the 
identification of the individual person 
and institutionally on the subsidiarity. 
A region is mostly small-scale and com-
prehensible; it is marked by its history, 
traditions, language, cultural and eco-
nomic characteristics. It provides social 
cohesion to its citizens. The solidarity of 
the individual person with its social en-

vironment gives a regional identity and 
contributes to a regional individuality. 
The awareness of belonging to such a 
social reference unit amplifies with the 
increasing responsible influence on the 
region. 

Böttcher summarized his main idea 
again. We do not demand no more, no 
less than the man to become the central 
instance of democracy. But this he can 
only achieve in the immediate environ-
ment of his community, his region. The 
man as a supranational being is in his 
region, where he is directly affected by 
political decisions and where he is able 
to actively participate in politics. The re-
gional civil society is in charge of its own 
politically necessary decisions. Ideally, 
each resident of a region is also an ac-
tive politician, even though at different 
levels. Region and person, regionalism 
and subsidiarity are in an indissoluble 
relationship to each other. 
The old nation state identities are get-
ting more and more superimposed in 
a European Republic. In addition to the 
strong regional identities an awareness 
for the European community arises, 
which overrides old national identi-
ties. This new system of a “Europe of 
the United Regions” forms a variable 
social system. Depending on the issue 
and decision making, regions are de-
termined by their own circumstances 
and specific forms of life. A new kind of 
federation, a “Europe of the United Re-
gions” acts as a living regionalism, close 
to the daily lives of people, with solida-
rity and participatory involvement of all 
parties to solve the arising problems. 

IRE  is sponsored by

FOCUS
Europe of the Regions
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Mayors and regional elected representatives from the EU and Eas-
tern Partnership countries have adopted political recommendations 
ahead of the forthcoming 3rd Eastern Partnership Summit of Heads 
of State giving new impetus to the initiative. On 3rd September the 
participants of the Conference of the Regional and Local Authorities 
for the Eastern Partnership (CORLEAP) agreed in Vilnius that in order 
to make a decisive difference in the Eastern Partnership‘s policies for 
citizens, local authorities must be involved as active partners in the 
Eastern Partnership strategy.
For the past two years CORLEAP has been working on a number of 
priority areas and has focused its recommendations on public admi-
nistration reform, fiscal decentralisation and territorial cooperation.
Opening CORLEAP‘s third annual plenary session which was co-or-
ganised and took place within the framework of the Lithuanian EU 
Presidency, Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso, President of the Committee 
of the Regions and CORLEAP co-chair, said: „We firmly believe that 
the moment for rethinking the Eastern Partnership has come. We 
need a new approach which considers the Eastern Partnership as 
an instrument for supporting all concerned countries in achieving 
modernisation and reforms. Local and regional authorities can and 
are ready to make a substantial contribution to driving this change. 
The objective is to see the contribution of local government fully re-
cognised but we also expect clear deliverables and tangible results 
from the upcoming summit“.
CORLEAP calls for concrete action in the three main areas identified 
as slowing down the development of local and regional democracy 
across Eastern Partner countries, namely:
•  a lack of financial autonomy and limited fiscal capacity;
•  the need for public administration reform which includes also lo-

cal and regional authorities;
•  and limited territorial cooperation across the Eastern Partnership 

(EaP) area.

In this regard Dorin Chirtoacă, Mayor of Chişinău (Moldova) and 
CORLEAP co-chair, emphasised: „Public administration reform, fiscal 
decentralisation and territorial cooperation could have a strong ef-
fect on enhancing local and regional authorities‘ capacity. It could 
also improve the key issue of ensuring that EaP policy is more ali-
gned to the citizens‘ needs.“
 
Also participating in the meeting, Andrius Krivas, Lithuanian Vice-
Minister of Foreign Affairs, stressed the central role of local govern-
ment in sustaining and strengthening the democratic process: „The 
Eastern Partnership is one the priorities of Lithuanian Presidency of 
the Council of the EU. The valuable recommendations of this con-
ference will make a real contribution in helping to successfully pro-
mote the Eastern Partnership initiative. We strongly believe that the 
democratic transformation in Eastern Europe cannot be achieved 
without the sound functioning of local and regional authorities“.
„From the very good but rather general recommendations we must 
quickly come to a detailed plan of action that brings the regions 
and local authorities of the Eastern Partnership closer to Europe“, 
demanded Franz Schausberger, former President of the State of 
Salzburg, in his speech. The EU offers funding for the regions and 
municipalities of the Eastern Partnership, but they do not exhaust 
the possibilities. On one hand, the authorities are not able to de-
velop appropriate projects themselves, and on the other hand, the 

presumed co-financing is missing. Therefore, the expectations of 
the people in these countries to the EU were not fulfilled.
It is necessary to mediate the know-how and knowledge of good 
regional and local governance according to European standards 
and provide information on best practice examples in order to 
solve local and regional problems. The knowledge of cross-border 
regional and local cooperation needs to be intensified, explained 
Schausberger. Only then regions and municipalities of the Eastern 
Partnership will be able to benefit from the programmes offered 
by the EU. The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) offers such 
activities. 

CORLEAP recommendations to the Heads of State Summit in Vilnius 
are backed by a comprehensive political report and call for:
• the inclusion of local and regional authorities in the definition and 

implementation of Eastern Partnership’s policies and strategies;
• direct access to adequate financial instruments (European and 

national) for EaP countries‘, cities and regions together with the 
removal of existing barriers to spending such funds (e.g. incom-
patible public procurement rules). CORLEAP also pleads for the 
limitation, or even removal, of the co-financing requirements for 
local authorities within the EU aid programmes, as those require-
ments further hinder their limited financial capacities;

• territorial cooperation to be recognised as a priority in the EaP. The 
European Commission is encouraged to support the further poo-
ling of efforts in this respect;

• the agreement to be signed by the EU Summit in November to 
explicitly state the key importance of local democracy and local 
autonomy.

The meeting also saw the nomination of Mamuka Abuladze, 
Member of the Rustavi City Assembly and President of the Georgian 
Association of Local Authorities, as a new CORLEAP co-chair repre-
senting the EaP partner countries. In his speech, Mr Abuladze said 
that: „It is an honor to have been appointed co-chair. During my 
mandate I will seek to consolidate the excellent work already done 
by CORLEAP, in particular echoing the voice of local authorities wi-
thin the European institutions and across national governments. 
Only together we will be able to achieve our goals in order to foster 
local democracy and promote territorial cohesion“. Mr Abuladze 
will also host the next CORLEAP plenary session, which is to be held 
in Tbilisi, Georgia in 2014.
CORLEAP will participate in the Vilnius Summit on 28-29 Novem-
ber 2013 where it will deliver its recommendations. Based on the 
summit‘s conclusions CORLEAP will then develop its Action Plan for 
2014-2015.

CORLEAP:
The Conference of the Regional and Local Authorities for the 
Eastern Partnership (CORLEAP) was established by the Commit-
tee of the Regions in 2011 in order to bring a regional and local 
dimension into the EU‘s Eastern Partnership. It brings together 
36 regional and local politicians - including 18 from the CoR re-
presenting the EU and 18 from the Eastern Partnership countries 
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine).

Source: http://cor.europa.eu

CORLEAP in Vilnius: 

FOCUS
EU‘s 

Eastern 
Partner-

ship

Time to boost local government‘s  role in EU Eastern Partnership
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CORLEAP in Vilnius: 

Svetlana Gerasimovich, Chairwoman of the Regional 
Council of Minsk (Belarus), Istvan Sertö-Radics, Mayor 
of Uszka (Hungary), Franz Schausberger, Representative 
of the State of Salzburg (Austria), Gediminas Paviržis, 
Council of Vilnius (Lithuania)Franz Schausberger, Mamuka 

Abuladze and Herwig Van Staa

FOCUS
EU‘s 

Eastern Partner-
ship

Time to boost local government‘s  role in EU Eastern Partnership
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Revenue amounted to EUR 304.8 million 
for the first six months of 2013, and net 
profit equalled EUR 40.9 million. Flugha-
fen Wien AG is optimistic for the rema-
inder of the year and expects further re-
venue growth. Vienna Airport handled 

The Hub to Eastern Europe

over 14.5 million passengers by the end 
of August, which means over 60,000 tra-
vellers each day. The implementation 
of additional measures is creating even 
greater service and quality for these tra-
vellers.

More service
A separate mobility and family service 
counter provides assistance for people 
with special needs and complimentary 
strollers for the youngest travellers.
Service counters at the security controls 
help passengers with the necessary se-
curity procedures and provide medical 
assistance in emergencies. The airport 
medical centre also offers essential vac-
cinations. A new route from the C-Gates 
shortens the distance to the arrivals hall. 
And the free WLAN service for wireless 
Internet access was also expanded. With 
this improvement, Vienna Airport ran-
ked first among 72 European airports for 

Vienna Airport is a major hub to Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Asia: 
with 40 destinations in Eastern Europe, Vienna offers the most direct con-
nections to this region. That is an important driver, above all for the Aus-
trian economy: companies whose East European headquarters are located 
here can rely on Vienna Airport as an efficient link to the global business 
world. Traffic statistics for the first half of 2013 also reflect this position: 
since the beginning of the year more than 14.5 million passengers have 
used Vienna Airport, and revenue rose by 3.8% in spite of the difficult mar-
ket environment.

WLAN/Internet access in the latest ASQ 
survey (an international airport rating).

New shopping experience
Over 26 new shops, restaurants and 
cafes have opened since the beginning 
of this year. New brands like Versace, 
Zilli, Aeronautica Militare, Desigual and 
many more can now be found at Vien-
na Airport, and will be joined shortly 
by Christ and Michael Kors. Additional 
openings are planned by the end of the 
year, for example shops by Wolford, Ca-
nali, Lagerfeld and Furla. The gastrono-
my offering was also increased by the 
recent opening of new Burger King and 
Billa branches in the terminal.

Expansion of the Airport-City 
One important focal point for the futu-
re of Vienna Airport is the development 
and marketing of the airport as a real 
estate location and an airport city. The 
traditional function of airports as infra-
structure providers for aircraft and pas-
senger handling has changed drama-
tically. Plans for Vienna Airport call for 
the creation of a new logistics and office 
park as well as the construction of a new 
hotel at nearby locations.               –  PR –
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Regional elections

Results of the state election in Bavaria, Germany

Results of the state election in Hessia, Germany

Absolute majority for CSU

The CSU (Christian Social Union) will 
govern Bavaria alone since the party of 
leader Horst Seehofer achieved 47.7 
percent of the votes at the regional 
elections on 15th September 2013. The 
CSU has won the state elections in Bava-
ria and even gained 4.3 percent points 
compared to the last election in 2008. 
After five years of a CSU and FDP coali-
tion, the Christian socialists can govern 
alone again. The FDP (Free Democratic 
Party) will not be represented in the re-
gional parliament anymore because it 
gained 3.3 percent only and thus failed 
to achieve the five percent threshold. 
The SPD gained 20.6 percent, an im-
provement of 2.0 percent points. At the 
last state elections in Bavaria in 2008, 
the party had taken 18.6 percent of the 
votes - their worst result in the postwar 

period. SPD‘s top candidate Christian 
Ude congratulated the CSU to its victo-
ry. The mayor of Munich was pleased to 
see his party winning votes again. The 
Greens achieved 8.6 percent, 0.8 points 
less than in 2008. The Greens‘ top candi-
date Margarete Bause was disappoin-
ted: „We expected more,“ she said on the 
election Sunday evening. „We have not 
achieved our target.“ The Free Voters 
gained 9 percent and therefore they lost 
1.2 points compared to the last election. 
Nearly 9.5 million people were entitled 
to vote in Bavaria. The voter turnout in-
creased to 64.5 percent because of the 
high number of postal votings. Five ye-
ars ago, only 57.9 percent of the Bava-
rians went to the polling stations. The 
election in Bavaria has been considered 
an important test for the general elec-
tion in Germany, which took place the 
week after the state elections in Bavaria.

Results of the state election in Bavaria 
2013 (in comparison to 2008, in %)

CDU SPD FW Green 
Party

FDP

47,7 20,6 9,0 8,6 3,3

+4,3 +2,0 -1,2 - 0,8 - 4,7

Source: Zeit online (16.09.2013)

Hessian FDP achieves the 
Minimum of Five Percent 
  
At the end of a long nail-biter on 22nd 
September 2013, the liberal FDP par-
ty has made it into the regional par-
liament of the German state Hessia. 
The FDP managed the re-entry to the 
state parliament with 5.0 percent, the 
minimum of votes needed to enter 
the parliament. The CDU (Christian 
Democratic Union), the party of Mi-
nister-President Volker Bouffier, re-
ached 38.3 percent and the SPD with 
its top candidate Thorsten Schäfer-

Gümbel got 30.7 percent of the votes. 
 
The Greens reached 11.1 percent. Die 
Linke (the Left Party) will also be repre-
sented, since they reached 5.2 percent. 
The newly founded Eurosceptic party 
„Die Alternative für Deutschland“ re-
ached 4.0 percent and thus is left out. 
The majorities are unclear. Minister-Pre-
sident Bouffier said in a TV interview: 
„There is either the second word break 
in Hessia or a stable government under 
the leadership of the Union.“ The „word 
break“ he was referring to is a possible 
coalition of SPD, the Greens and the Left, 

which already formed a coalition in 2008 
and was dissolved little later in 2009. 
 
The CDU-FDP coalition was voted out. 
While the CDU remains the strongest 
party, it has no majority in parliament. 
It comes to the following distribution 
of seats in the parliament: the CDU has 
47 seats, the FDP 6, the SPD gets 37, 
the Greens 14 and the Left 6. The turn-
out with 74 percent was much higher 
than in 2009. Last time only 61 percent 
of the citizens took part in the Hessian 
election. The state of Hessia is a long-
standing member of the IRE network.  

CDU SPD Greens The Left FDP

38,3 30,7 11,1 5,2 5,0

+1,1 +7,0 -2,6 - 0,2 - 11,2

Results of the state election in Hessia 2013 (in comparison to 
2009, in %)

Minister-
President 
Volker 
Bouffier
Photo: dpa Source: Zeit online (23.09.2013)
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Student accomodation 
«Leonardo»
Röcklbrunnstraße in Salzburg
160 apartments with single 
and/or double rooms

Student accommodation «Mata-
dor» Kuchl
Kuchl near Salzburg
102 apartments

Student accommodation «Mo-
zart»
Faberstraße – Salzburg
185 rooms

Student accommodation Puch/
Urstein
At the campus of the college of 
Puch near Salzburg
328 modern single-room-apart-
ments, including 7 with facilities 
for handicapped persons

Administration/Booking for 
Leonardo, Matador, Mozart and 
Puch:
Salzburger Studentenwerk
Gemeinnützige GmbH
Billrothstraße 10 – 18
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 93030 0
office@sstw.at
www.studentenheim.at

Thomas Michelsheim
19 double rooms and 25 single 
rooms
Administration/Booking for 
Michelsheim: 
Wolf-Dietrich-Straße 16
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 871691 610
studentenheim@khw.at
www.khw.at

The rooms dispose of a living 
space of about 20 – 24 m², ba-
throom, kitchenette as well as 
connections for internet and TV.

u  Know how and longtime experiences in the construction 
of age-corresponding housing

Salzburg Wohnbau is
the specialist for student

accommodations
Salzburg is not only well-known for its 
cultural heritage, but it is also increasin-
gly important due to its possibilities in 
higher education. The University of Salz-
burg, founded already in 1622, currently 
is composed by five faculties, namely law, 
sciences, humanities, theology and me-
dicine (Private University). Furthermore, 
the city hosts the famous conservatoire 
“Mozarteum”, as well as colleges of hig-
her education (the so called “Fachhoch-
schulen”). The city of Salzburg therefore 
offers a rich variety of different study and 
research programmes, followed today by 
16.000 students. One important aspect 
in this regard is the supply of affordable 
student accommodations.
The Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH is not 
only one of the leading housing compa-
nies in Salzburg and the market leader 
for public municipal housing but also a 
specialist for the realisation of student 
accommodations.             – PR –

Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH

w Property administration with  
 26.000 units
w 17.000 apartments, including  
 5.000 rented accommodations
w Public supported housing
w Assisted living
w Student accommodations

Bruno-Oberläuter-Platz 1, 5020 Salzburg
+43 662 2066 0
www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

Visit us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/sbg.wohnbau
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The IRE welcomes the ‚Österreichischer Wirtschaftsbund‘ 
(Austrian Business Association) as new member to the 
IRE network. The ‚Österreichischer Wirtschaftsbund‘ was 
founded in 1945 by Julius Raab, as a „free association of 
self-employed and leading economic powers in the con-
text of the ÖVP (Austrian People´s Party).“ It is today‘s 
biggest political advocacy of small and medium-sized 
enterprises in Austria with more than 100,000 members. 

Artisans, merchants, industrialists and the self-employed were 
asked to become a member of an organization committed to 

Österreichischer 
Wirtschaftsbund –

a new Member in the 
IRE Network

Peter Haubner, 
Secretary-General of the 
Österreichischer Wirtschaftsbund

Österreichischer Wirtschaftsbund 
Bundesleitung 
Mozartgasse 4, 1041 Wien 
Tel.: 01/5054796 
Fax.: 01/5054796-40 
office@wirtschaftsbund.at

the principles of „free economy, the unrestricted development 
of private initiative and the inviolability of vested property“.

The Austrian Business Association is the largest and 
most successful business advocacy at local, district and 
state level throughout Austria. This makes it the key dri-
ver, to the most experienced advocacy in the coun-
try and efficient service organization for its members. 

The Business Association represents all service providers and 
responsible contractors.

The European Council adopted the Charter of Local Self-Go-
vernment many years ago, which has become very helpful 
for states to build up and strengthen local self-government 
and democracy in their cities and municipalities. Similarly, 
the development of criteria for a minimum framework for 
the establishment of regional self-government would also 
be beneficial. The European Union would not influence the 
internal structures of a member state or a candidate country 
through the framework. However, different countries have 
repeatedly expressed their desire for non-binding model 
structures for the creation of regional governments and 
acquisition of EU structural funds. The EU Commissioner 
for Regional Policy Johannes Hahn and IRE Chairman Franz 
Schausberger met in Salzburg on 20th July 2013 to discuss 
this prospect.

EU Commissioner Hahn und IRE Chairman Schausberger

Meeting between EU Commissioner Johannes Hahn 
and IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger in Salzburg
 

Minimum Framework for Regionalisation 
in European States would be useful

Issues on European policy have been discussed by IRE 
Advisory Board Member Bernd Petrisch and IRE Gene-
ral Secretary Joachim Fritz in a meeting with the Austrian 
Vice-Chancellor and Minister of Foreign Affairs Michael 
Spindelegger in Salzburg. The IRE has been working clo-
sely with the Austrian Foreign Ministry (BMeiA) ever sin-
ce the Institute´s foundation in 2004 and is cooperating 
with the Ministry in several projects and conferences. 
The conferences on “The Role of the Regional Parliaments 
and Assemblies” in Dresden, Germany (12th -13th June 
2013) and Vukovar, Croatia (18th September 2013) took 
place in cooperation with the Foreign Ministry. The results of 
the conferences are at the Ministry´s disposal and the IRE will 
publish a volume on this topic in autumn 2013.

f.l.: Bernd Petrisch, Michael Spindelegger, Joachim Fritz 

Meeting with Austrian Vice-Chancellor
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Rooted in Lower Austria. 
Successful in Europe.

www.evn.at

IRE  is sponsored 
by

The increasing importance of regional media in South East Eu-
rope were the focus of a recent meeting between the Vice-Pre-
sident of Autonomous Province of Vojvodina (Serbia) Slavisa 
Grujic, who is also in charge of culture and communication in 

Conference on „Regional Media in South East Europe“ planned

the Government of Vojvodina, and the Chairman of the Insti-
tute of the Regions of Europe (IRE), Franz Schausberger. 
The interlocutors agreed that the local and regional reporting 
in the print and electronic media play an increasingly impor-
tant role, on the one hand to the field of information and on 
the other hand, for the formation of a regional identity and an 
enhanced „home feeling“. Many media consumers are intere-
sted in news about the region as they want to be informed not 
only about national and internatio-
nal events, but also in their imme-
diate surroundings. 
It‘s about the issues, such as global 
and local media to interact and re-
act to each other, whether regional 
media are more likely to survive as 
a national and international digital 
media and how to respond to glo-
balization and regionalization, etc.
The Autonomous Province of Voj-
vodina and the IRE plan to conduct 
a conference on „The Importance 
of Regional Media in South East Eu-
rope“ in March 2014 in Novi Sad, to 
have a detailed discussion on that 
topic.

Franz Schausberger 
and Slavisa Grujic, 
Vice-President of AP 
Vojvodina, Serbia
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Please register at: 
T: +43 (0)662 / 84 32 88- 5010                 
F: +43 (0)662 / 84 32 88- 5050

E: samra.rahmanovic@institut-ire.eu      
www.institut-ire.eu
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Logistikpartners! Nähere Infos unter post.at/logistik-team
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Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

IRE conference
„Integration policy on 

regional and local level“

Best Practice Examples from Europe
In cooperation with the Austrian State 

Secretariat for Integration

Wednesday, 4th December 2013 
in the City Hall, Graz, Austria
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Dieses Projekt wurde aus Mitteln der 
Europäischen Union, Europäischer Fonds 
für regionale Entwicklung gefördert.


