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The objective ‘Overcoming Regional Disparities’ is in 
fact closely related to the oldest operational priority 
of the European Investment Bank, which is to promo-
te and support a balanced development of the Eu-
ropean Union, including its less-developed regions. 
It is also especially pertinent to the countries under 
my responsibility at EIB, including several of the so-
called New Member States (including Croatia), some 
of which have felt the effects of the economic crisis 
particularly strongly.
Europe is diverse. Europe is multi-layered. The chal-
lenges it faces might be global, but the answers often 
originate at the local level. After all, this is what the 
EU principle of subsidiarity is based on - the idea that 
decisions must be taken as closely as possible to the 
citizen.
Nearly one in four EU citizens lives in a region where 
GDP is still less than 75% of the EU average; 17 regions 
have an unemployment rate of double the EU average 
or higher - and this may actually get worse.

The ubiquitous challenge faced by most European governments at this moment 
is to reconcile the consolidation of public budgets (=fiscal austerity) with the 
need to stimulate economic growth through investment.
The economic turmoil of the past few years has highlighted the key role of public 
financing institutions such as the European Investment Bank in providing credit 
for vital investments. The continued availability of long-term finance through pu-
blic policy lenders has been an important component of Europe’s crisis response.
Investment plays a central role in the transition from a crisis to a growth path, 
and in staying on that growth path. Long-term investment finance is what the 
EIB does best. Over the years it has grown into the biggest multinational bank 
of its kind.
The EIB’s response to the crisis started very early on, in September 2008, as part 
of the European Economic Recovery Plan. Last year, the Bank signed financing 
contracts for 61 billion euro. EU Heads of States and government shareholders 
decided to increase our capital by 10 billion euro by the end of this year.
For clients, our conditions – interest rates, but also the maturity of the loans – are 
generally more favourable than what they would obtain elsewhere.
Against the 10-billion cash contribution to our capital – a buffer if you will - we 
should be able to lend an additional 60 billion euro over the coming three to four 
years (from 2013-2015), on top of the average 48 billion a year envisaged by our 
current business plan.
The 60 billion of additional lending will focus squarely on Europe and on sectors 
with a direct impact on long-term growth potential where the EIB has significant 
experience and can ‘hit the ground running,’ so to say.
The European SME sector is one of them.  Between 2002 and 2010, 85% of total 
employment growth in the EU was attributable to SMEs. 
 It is also important to support sustainable energy and to increase investment in 
research, development, innovation and education – the main drivers of produc-
tivity, competitiveness, long-term economic growth and employment in advan-
ced economies.
A decisive push is underway to get the European Union back on a path of sustai-
nable growth. I believe that the continuous development of regions and cities 
must remain one of the building blocks of our economic strategy, one that will 
ultimately determine our success.

(Excerpt from the speech at the 8th Conference of European Regions and Cities in Grafenegg)
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The preliminary results in Bosnia’s 
local elections show that the ma-
jority of mayoral seats went to the 
Party of Democratic Action, SDA, 
followed by the Serb Democratic 
Party, SDS.

According to the preliminary results 
concerning mayoral seats in 125 munici-
palities, published by the Bosnian Cen-
tral Electoral Commission, CIK, the Party 
of Democratic Action, SDA, won the lar-
gest number of seats, 34, mainly in the 
Federation entity. The SDA is a Bosniak 
national political party founded 1990 by 
Alija Izetbegović.

The SDA was closely followed by the 
Serb Democratic Party (SDS), a national 
conservative party, which now has 27 
municipal mayors, a jump from the pre-
vious 13.
In Republika Srpska, the SDS got more 
votes than the ruling Alliance of In-
dependent Social Democrats (SNSD) 
which from 41 mayors it had for the past 
four years, dropped to 15.
Republika Srpska President Milorad 
Dodik’s Alliance of Independent Social 
Democrats suffered an electoral disaster 
in the local elections in Republika Srps-
ka – a warning of what it may face in the 
2014 general election.
The Social Democrats, led by Bosniak 
Zlatko Lagumdzija, said they have won 
three more mayoral seats than they had 
before, so now they have 11 mayors but 
they lost two big municipalities, Bihac 
and Novi Grad Sarajevo – which is the 
largest municipality in Bosnia. “Yes, we 
did lose some mayors in large municipa-
lities, but we won some other and sho-
wed that we are the party for the whole 
country,” Lagumdzija said.

The Croat Democratic Union, HDZBiH, 
won 14 seats, mostly in the Western Her-
zegovina, and its sister party the HDZ 
1990 got three mayors.

The Alliance for a Better Future of Bos-
nia, SBBBiH, a bosniak conservative par-
ty led by Fahrudin Radoncic, won two 
mayors, both of them were already ma-
yors in their municipalities who had left 
the SDA and joined the SBB during their 
mandates. “We are now the third party 

SDA, SDS win most mayoral seats in Bosnia 
Herzegovina‘s Local Elections

Anton Rop
Vice-President of the European Investment Bank
Former Prime Minister of Slovenia
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The Czech Social Democratic Party 
won 2008 election in all regions. Even 
though the opposition CSSD has won 
the regional elections with a total 23.6 
of votes, its triumph has a bitter taste. 
No party has ever won regional elec-
tions in the Czech Republic  with such 
a low percentage of votes.
Prime Minister Petr Nečas’ austerity 
policy is unpopular, while many cor-
ruption investigations, which he him-
self encouraged, are threatening his 
right-wing government’s stability. No 
ruling coalition in the Czech Republic 
has ever suffered a worse defeat in re-
gional elections than the Civic Demo-
cratic Party (ODS) and TOP 09 did. The 
senior government ODS received 12.3 

Czech Coalition Parties take severe 
beating in Regional Elections

Elections to regional councils in 
the Czech Republic were held in 13 
regions (except Prague) on 12–13 
October 2012. Czech Social De-
mocratic Party won in 9 regions, 
though it suffered a considerable 
loss of votes. The Communist Party 
of Bohemia and Moravia won the 
election in two regions, increased 
the number of votes received and 
was placed second overall. The Ci-
vic Democratic Party is widely seen 
as defeated as it finished third ove-
rall and won only in Plzeň region. 
The regional grouping Mayors for 
the Liberec Region surprisingly 
won the election in their region .

percent of votes. The party won in only 
one of the Czech Republic‘s regions - 
the Plzen Region. Ironically, the party‘s 
electoral list in the region was headed 
by former minister Jiri Pospisil, dis-
missed four months ago by PM Petr 
Necas (ODS) for incompetence. TOP 
09 received 6.6 percent of votes..
A growing part of population see-
med to be leaning to the Communist 
Party of Bohemia and Moravia. These 
un-reformed Czech communists, who 
refuse to clearly distance themselves 
from their Stalinist past, have become 
established everywhere as a serious 
political force. The Communist Party 
gained 20.4 percent of votes, which is 
0.7 percentage point less from the re-
cord 21.1 percent the party had recei-
ved in the 2000 regional elections. The 
Communist Party won in the Usti nad 
Labem and Karlovy Vary regions. In to-
tal, the two left-wing parties gained 44 
percent of votes - 7  percentage points 
less than in the last regional elections.
In spite of this, the two parties mana-
ged to maintain their dominance in 
the left spectrum of Czech politics.
The elections‘ secret winner are the 
Christian Democrats, who received 9.9 
percent of votes. This is slightly more 
than in the last regional elections 
which took place before the party suf-
fered an internal split in which a part 
of its members led by Miroslav Ka-
lousek left the party and founded TOP 
09. Now, the Christian Democrats beat 
TOP 09 in nine regions.

Party Votes (+in coalition) Percent (+in 
coalition)

Number of regio 
contested (+in coalition) Seats (+in coalition)

2008 2012 2008 2012 2008 2012 2008 2012
ČSSD 1 044 719 621 961 35,85 23,58 13 13 280 205
KSČM 438 024 538 953 15,03 20,43 13 13 114 182
ODS 687 005 324 081 23,57 12,28 13 13 180 102
KDU-ČSL 276 477 234 133 9,45 9.90 12 13 62 67 
TOP09 + 
STAN 55 089  175 089 1,88 6,63 4 13 9 44

SZ 92 057 122 863 3,15 4,62 13 13 0 8 
SPOZ - 90 088 - 3,41 - 13 - 7
Piráti - 57 805 - 2,19 0 13 - 0

Results regional elections Czech Republic

(Source: http://aktualne.centrum.cz/czechnews/clanek.phtml?id=760286#)

SDA, SDS win most mayoral seats in Bosnia 
Herzegovina‘s Local Elections

in the Federation and we have a reason 
to celebrate,” Radoncic said.
There were over three million registered 
voters in Bosnia and the turnout was 
around 56 per cent, one per cent up on 
the last local elections. Around 54 per 
cent of voters went to the polls in the 
Federation entity while in Republika 
Srpska the turnout was slightly higher 
at 59 per cent.

(Source: Elvira M. Jukic BIRN Sarajevo, Bal-
kan Insight, 8 Oct 12)

Sarajevo
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„Overcoming Regional Disparities“
 8th Conference of European Regions and Cities

First row f.l.:  Richard Kühnel, Head of the Representation of the European Commission, Slaviša Grujić, Vice-President, Government 
of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, Istvan Pasztor, President of the Assembly of the AP Vojvodina,  Goran Pauk, President of 
Sibenik-Knin County,   second row: Marjan Sedmak, President of the AGE-Platform, Marilies Flemming, Vice-President of the European 
Senior Citizen´s Union,  Tudor Pendiuk, Mayor City of Piteşti, Barbara Schwarz, Minister for Employment, Family, Social Affairs and EU 
Regional Policy, Government of Lower Austria,   third row: Andrea Kdolsky, Director for Healthcare, PricewaterhouseCoopers Österreich, 
Former Federal Minister for Health and Family, Miklós Szócska, Minister of State for Health, Ministry of Human Resources Hungary, Ivi 
Normet, Deputy Secretary General on Health, Ministry of Social Affairs, Julian Hadschieff, CEO, PremiQaMed,   fourth row: Franz Wei-
ler, Managing Director, Uniqa Insurance, Anton Rop, Vice-President of the European Investment Bank, Former Prime Minister of Slovenia, 
Verica Kalanović, Minister, Ministry of Regional Development and Local Self-Government, Stefan Eder, Partner Benn-Ibler Law Firm
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In the presence of 200 international guests Prof. Franz Schausberger opened the 8th Confe-
rence of European Regions and Cities on Sunday, 23 September 2012, in Grafenegg.
The chairman of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) emphasized in his opening 
speech the importance of regional and local development, which, so Schausberger, „[…] 
has to be particularly encouraged in the new and future EU Member States“. This statement 
was reflected by the various backgrounds of the participants: around half has arrived from 
Croatia, Serbia, Romania and Bosnia-Herzegovina.

by Joachim Fritz, Aaron Gottardi, Aisa Henseke

„Overcoming Regional Disparities“
 8th Conference of European Regions and Cities

First row f.l.:  John Dalli, EU-Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy, Alois Steinbichler, Director General, Kommunalkredit Austria 
AG, J. Robert Pfarrwaller, Chairman of the Management Board, Philips Austria GmbH, Dieter Althaus, Former Minister-President of Thu-
ringia, Vice President Governmental Affairs, Magna Europe,   second row: Miroslav Gavrić, Mayor of Brčko District, Karl Kellner, Adviser, 
European Commission, DG Energy, Renewables, Research and Innovation, Energy Efficiency, Stefan Szyszkowitz, Member of the Executive 
Board EVN, Dobrica Milovanović, Deputy Mayor of Kragujevac,   third row: Werner Weihs-Raabl, Head of Group Infrastructure Finance & 
Group Public Sector, Erste Group Bank AG, Roman Himmler, Sales Manager, Kapsch TrafficCom AG, Herwig A. Reininger, Head of Energy 
Consulting, TPA-Horwath Unternehmensberatung GmbH, Alen Leverić, Assistant Minister, Ministry of Economy, Labour and Entrepreneur-
ship,   fourth row: Dragijana Radonjić Petrović, Special Advisor of the Minister of Finance and Economy, Hans-Peter Hasenbichler, 
Managing Director, via Donau Österreichische Wasserstraßen GmbH,  Attila Fabian, Deputy Dean, Faculty of Economics, University of West 
Hungary, Ismail Beka, Project Coordinator, German Agency for International Cooperation (GTZ) Albania
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Conference partners:

Union of Slovakian 
Towns and Cities

Association of Romanian Municipalities

Associ-
ation of 

Municipalities 
in the Republic 

of Croatia

Belgrade Chamber 
of Commerce

The conference was kindly sponsored by:

Barbara Schwarz, Minister of Social and European Affairs in Lower 
Austria, reaffirmed her support for a united Europe: „Despite all the 
difficulties and problems, the EU is a success story. One of the most 

important challenges ahead will be to strengthen the identification of the 
citizens with the policies and principles of the EU.“ 
On the occasion of the recent political developments in Belgrade, repre-
sentatives of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina have discussed the 
status of the decentralization process in Serbia. Both Slaviša Grujić, de-
puty prime minister in Novi Sad, and Istvan Pasztor, president of the Vo-
jvodina Parliament, stressed the importance of mutual dialogue between 
the capital and the region. «In the long term“, so Grujic, „Serbia needs a 
new constitution that reflects and takes the reality into account. This would 
allow a better management of the complex structures of the country.“
One first highlight of the conference was the speech of EU Health Commis-
sioner John Dalli. Within the framework of a panel discussion about the 
management of health systems, he emphasized the responsibility of the 
European Union to support the Member States in their efforts to reform 
the existing structures. „It is in the interest of the Commission to improve 
the coordination of services in this sphere and to integrate them between 
the different entities. In the end it is about the health of EU citizens, and 
there cannot be a compromise on quality.“

„Decentralization equals efficiency“ - The role of the regions in the 
development of Europe

„Lower Austria as the place of the 8th Conference of European Regions and 
Cities is a further reference to the strong standing of our federal state at 
the international level.“ With these words, Governor of Lower Austria Er-
win Pröll welcomed on Monday the conference guests in Grafenegg. 
According to Pröll, the European Union is a crucial factor for Lower Austria: 
„Every Euro we send from St. Pölten to Brussels comes back threefold. Cri-
ticizing Europe with arguments of fiscal policy is therefore a very myopic 
approach.“ Looking in the future, Pröll identifies at least two main issues. 
Firstly, the challenge of adopting the new regulations in the future funding 
period 2014-2020 successfully and secondly, the long-term development 
of the Danube Region Strategy.
Franz Schausberger reminded in connection with the role of the regions 
in the nation states to act prudently. „Since 2009, we can assist to the trend 
of re-centralization of regional competences and legislative powers. The 
argument that a centralized administration leads automatically to greater 
efficiency must be rejected. On the contrary: Cutting the responsibilities 
and resources of decentralized public entities will lead to an increase of 
regional and local disparities.“
In his contibution John Dalli stressed the strategies of the European Com-
mission in relation to healthcare. „Along with the efficient and successful 
healing process, the preservation of  the health of the citizens must be in 
the foreground.“ Related to the regional dimension of health policy Dalli 
is convinced, that those characteristics of the different systems must be 
harmonized, that are responsible for restraining trans-border cooperation 
in this regard.
An important contribution to overcoming regional disparities and the eco-
nomic crisis is made by the European Investment Bank. Their Vice Presi-
dent Anton Rop informed participants that, due to the fragile economic 
outlook, the Bank has expanded its lending activities in 2011 by five billion 
Euros to an overall amount of 20 billions.
During the event further topics such as decentralized energy supply, lo-
cation funding and transportation projects were discussed. More than 
twenty speakers from business and politics assisted the conference and 
provided with their approaches and projects new impulses for regional 
economic development. www

Governor of Lower Austria 
Erwin Pröll

The Ukrainian delegation was 
headed by Mykhaylo Vyshyva-
nyuk, Head of the Ivano-Fran-

kivsk Regional State Admini-
stration (l.)
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Lively Panel Discussions at the Conference of European Regions and Cities

More concrete measures in the energy policy 

A central topic of the conference was the question of how a decentra-
lized energy supply can improve the energy situation of regions and 
cities. In this regard, Stefan Szyszkowitz, Member of the Board of EVN 
(one of the major energy supplier in Austria), discussed this issue with 
international guests from politics and economy. Herwig Reininger, re-
sponsible for energy consulting at TPA Horwath, argued that economic 
and ecological reasons may support the approach of a decentralized 
energy supply. „A decentralized supply decreases the dependency 
from energy imports and needs less primary energy sources like oil or 
coal. Furthermore, such projects are attractive also economically: small 
hydro plants generate highly profitable investments, as recent years 
have seen in Austria. We expect similar trends also in the CEE countries.“ 
A major contribution to the discussion came from the representatives 
of the countries from Central and Eastern Europe. The energy policy of 
the Bosnian city of Brčko was presented by the mayor Miroslav Gavrić. 
„The juridical conditions have strongly improved after the implementa-
tion of a new law in this regard. Further gains in efficiency are possible 
if the central government abolishes several regulations which do not 
conform to the European standard.“ Croatia lies on the 8th place concer-
ning the overall energy imports. In view of the EU-membership in 2013 
„such a situation cannot be tolerated anymore“, as Alen Leveric, Vice-
Minister for Industry and Energy in Zagreb, explained. „It is therefore 
our duty to support innovation in the energy sector and to give incen-
tives for more investments. A decentralized supply system would con-
stitute a practicable and efficient option for the Croatian gas market.“
The Energy Community Secretariat is based in Vienna. This institute co-
operates strongly with the European Union and the Balkan countries 
and aims to harmonize their energy policies and the European stan-
dard. The Secretary General Slavtko Neykov welcomed the fact that 
energy has become a major topic for the public opinion. Nevertheless, 
energy politics needs more concrete measures to be implemented. 
Neykov got support from Dobrica Milovanovic, Vice-Mayor of the 
Serbian city Kragujevac: „There are still many elements and aspects 
which can be improved in the energy sector. Regarding a decentralized 
system, one major advantage consists in the lower grade of transmis-
sion loss, since the distance between producer and consumers are 
consistently closer.“ Technical innovations are essential, but specific 
preconditions are needed before they can be implemented. Reininger 
focuses on the following four elements: latest IT-systems (smart ener-
gy), well-developed power grids, new tariffs and, finally, financial sup-
port of the public authorities.
„The approach of decentralized energy supply comprises many ad-
vantages and potentials. If new financial investments are going to be 
transacted, we as Energy Community Secretariat will advocate a share 
between 50 to 60 per cent of regional and local projects», stated Ney-
kov. «Investments have to be done now, in order to get the benefits in 
the future.“

Regions face new challenges in transport infrastructure

Tourism flourishes where transport infrastructure is developed well. The 
close relationship between the transport system and the accessibility 
of the various tourist regions is tough to deny. In this regard, transport 
infrastructure is crucial for regional development. This was the key 
take-away of the panel discussion, moderated by Werner Weihs-Raabl 
of the Erste Group Bank AG.
Ismail Beka, Project Coordinator of the German Agency for International 
Cooperation (GTZ) started off with an example for cross-border 
tourism. «The hiking trail ‘Peaks of the Balkan’ passes through three 
countries, which are Kosovo, Montenegro and Albania». A further and 
very particular example for a border-crossing transport infrastructure 
is the international waterway of the Danube - the centre of the tasks 
of via donau. «Our aim is to ensure a customer-oriented infrastructure 
management by using environmentally friendly technologies», Hans-

Peter Hasenbichler, Managing Director of via Donau Österreichische 
Wasserstraßen GmbH, stated. «The European Strategy for the Danube 
region boosts the development of the region and seeks to harmonize 
standards and projects». 
Serbia, where the Danube River passes through, targets to take 
advantage of tourism empowering human resources. «The primary 
goal is to start at a regional and local level creating good business 
climate for enterprises», Dragijana Radonjić Petrović, State Secretary 
of the Serbian Ministry of Economy and Regional Development, Special 
Advisor to the Minister of Finance, stressed. 
Highly specialized in solutions and services for the market of Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS), Roman Himmler, Sales Manager of 
Kapsch TrafficCom, is faced with entirely different challenges in the 
regions of Belarus. «Given the specific characteristics of the Belarus 
regions, where we carry out projects, smaller ones are much easier to 
implement than bigger ones». 
Fostering infrastructure development by using the strategic position 
of Croatia was finally the viewpoint of Darko Koren, president of 
Koprivnica-Križevci County. «The goal is to increase motorways 
structure for future investors», Koren reckoned. «Transport is one of 
the most important aspects of a developing country». The actual 
challenges in regional transport vary significantly from country to 
country depending on local circumstances. All the participants of the 
discussion gave valuable insights into regional transport infrastructure 
projects. They agreed on one thing: Investment in regional and local 
transport infrastructure is a firm basis for regional development.

Regional development funding for a common cause

Only clear strategies make economic development possible. Good 
framework conditions are the driving forces for European regions, 
cities, towns and municipalities. At this point, new finance models 
come into play to reduce regional disparities and to guarantee the 
ongoing development of Europe. In a panel discussion moderated by 
Claus Reitan, Chief-Editor of “Die Furche”, experts and decision makers 
exchanged various views and positions on financial strategies for local 
development. 
An impulse of thought was given by Alois Steinbichler, Director General 
of Kommunalkredit Austria AG, in his keynote-speech. “Europe has put 
the money where its mouth is”, Steinbichler anticipated. “Regional 
development funding is a good investment into a common cause”. The 
European budget for regional development is distributed among the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social 
Fund (ESF) and the Cohesion Fund. The Structural fund’s (ERDF, ESF) 
financial allocations are invested in convergence regions, phasing-
out regions, competitiveness and employment regions and in other 
regions. “The trend goes to sustainability”, Steinbichler noted. “We are 
moving from short-term grants to long-term-investments.” 
Subsequently Dieter Althaus, former Minister-President of Thuringia 
and Vice-President of Governmental Affairs, stressed the importance 
of a bottom-up approach to regional development. “Fostering the 
economic development on a local and regional basis is better than 
short-term grant money”. 
Regarding energy investments, a climate-based perspective was 
introduced by Karl Kellner, Head of Unit of the Director-General for 
Energy and Transport in the European Commission. “Investments in 
green energy for the future cause a back at the local and regional level.” 
There was a general agreement that in order to save the local 
development and reduce disparities among regions, cross-border 
cooperation and transparency in cash flow and examination of the 
money’s origin is needed. The key work is to motivate the citizens 
putting them in charge of the development of their various regions 
and to understand that the European Union must not be seen as an 
impediment but, on the contrary, as a solution and opportunity.
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The conference was kindly sponsored by:

„Long-term perspectives for 
everyone“- Active ageing in the 
European regions

The demographic change is a big chal-
lange for the political decision makers of 
all administrative levels. In this context, 
experts and politicians discussed how 
this issue can be tackled, presenting 
their inititives in the European Year of 
Active Ageing and Solidarity between 
the Generations. 
Marian Sedmak, President of the Euro-
pean AGE-platform in Brussels empha-
sized in his keynote-speech the relation 
between social security and solidarity. 
„There are mutual connections between 
labout markets, pension systems and 
the instruments of social security. As 
AGE we support the European Union in 
becoming more age-friendly by 2020.“ 
In the following discussion, moderated 
by Michael Zimper, General Manager of 
the Kommunal publishing house, Mari-
lies Flemming argued, that „there is just 
one solution for the demographic pro-
blem: more births. Public policy should 
therefore include respective incentives“. 
Barbara Schwarz, Regional Counselor 
of Lower Austria for Social Policy, ex-
pressed the necessity that the working 
experience of the elder must be passed 
to the younger generations. „Our soci-
ety and the labour markets could gain 
strong benefits from these experiences. 
Contemporary, retired persons get closer 
relations with the rest of the society.“ In 
the European Year of Active Ageing the 
Romanian city of Pitesti experienced se-
veral measures. „One of them“, explained 
the mayor Tudor Pendiuc, „consisted in 
granting the older generations free pu-
blic transport. An initiative which produ-
ced very positive effects.“

www

Zviad Diasamidze, Irakli Goradze, Chri-
stian Macedonschi and Werner Braun

Podium of the penaldiscussion „Financi-
al strategies on location development“

EIB Vice President Wilhelm Molte-
rer, Commissioner John Dalli, Sonja 
Borovčak, President of Krapina-Zagor-
je, and  Franz Schausberger

The Mayor of Satur Mare, Coica Dorel 
Costel, and the Mayor of Piteşti, Tudor 
Pendiuc

Dieter Althaus, former Minister-Pre-
sident of Thuringia, Wolfgang Derler, 
Vice Mayor of Krems, Barbara Schwarz, 
Regional Counselor of Lower Austria

Delegation from Brčko: Ilija 
Stojanović, Franz Schausberger, Miros-
lav Gavrić, Mayor of Brčko District, and 
Mujo Hadžić

Helmut Falschlehner, Nataliya Rybalko 
and Karol Varga, East Area Manager, 
Poloplast GmbH Anton Rop and Verica Kalanović

Stefan Eder, Partner of Benn Ibler Law 
Firm, and Harald Kohlberger, Mana-
ging partner of Consileon Austria
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The Council of Europe visits the IRE

A high-ranked delegation of the Congress of Local and Re-
gional Authorities of the Council of Europe visited the IRE 
office in Salzburg on Tuesday 28 August. Keith Whitmo-
re (UK), president of the Congress as well as the Secreta-
ry General of the Congress Andreas Kiefer got together 
with Chairman Franz Schausberger. The main topic was 
the relations between the Congress and the Committee 
of the Regions (CoR). „The congress in Strasbourg and the 
Committee in Brussels are two institutions which comple-
ment one another. The already existing resources should 
be better used in order to create synergetic effects“, said 
Schausberger, representative of the Land Salzburg at the 
CoR. Within this context Whitmore pointed out the year 
2014 in which both institutions celebrate their 20th anni-
versary. „The already existing cooperation possibilities are 
not exhausted yet therefore this common anniversary is an 
opportunity to strengthen their relations“, suggested Whit-
more.
Franz Schausberger has been nominated by the CIVEX 
commission of the CoR as rapporteur for the opinion on 
the process of devolution in Europe. Andreas Kiefer of-
fered Franz Schausberger to support him with relevant 
information on this topic. They also agreed upon a coo-
peration regarding the IRE Expert Conference on the to-
pic of integration in Europe. Gudrun Mosler-Törnström, 
Vice-President of the parliament of Land Salzburg, Bernd 
Petrisch, member of the IRE advisory board and IRE staff 
members Joachim Fritz and Aaron Gottardi took part in 
this meeting as well. 

Herwig Van Staa (Austria) was elected president of the Con-
gress of local and regional authorities of the Council of Europe 
for a two-year term of office, at the occasion of the 23rd con-
gress session, in Strasbourg (France) on 16 October 2012.
He had previously held office as president of the regional par-
liament of the Tyrol (Austria) and president of the chamber of 
regions of the Congress, and succeeds Keith Whitmore.

New president of Congress Herwig Van Staa:
Monitoring local and regional elections

F.l.: Andreas Kiefer, Keith Whitmore, Franz Schausberger

In his speech, the newly-elected president said: „We will be 
strengthening further our monitoring activities and observa-
tion of local and regional elections, and we will improve the 
follow-up to our recommendations through post-monitoring 
co-operation programmes with both national and territorial 
authorities. We will boost our action to promote human rights 
and foster citizen participation at local and regional level. We 
will be responding to threats to local and regional budgets, 
and contributing to discussion of territorial reforms affecting 
local and regional authorities. We will be proposing measures 
to improve the governance and social inclusion in our commu-
nities, and to strengthen the commitment of elected represen-
tatives to ethical conduct and the fight against corruption at 
local and regional level.“
The IRE congratulates the new president and is looking for-
ward to an intensive cooperation.

The President of 
the Congress of 

local and regional 
authorities of the 

Council of Europe, 
Herwig Van Staa

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE
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Dieses Projekt wurde aus Mitteln der 
Europäischen Union, Europäischer Fonds 
für regionale Entwicklung gefördert.
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„As chairman of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE), 
Franz Schausberger contributed to the development of the 
Croatian regions through the implementation of several con-
ferences, seminars, cultural and educational projects. All these 
activities have helped the Croatian cities and counties in their 
preparations for joining the EU, first and foremost Varaždin“, re-
affirmed the President of Varaždin County, Predrag Štromar 
in the eulogy on Schausberger. As the only foreign citi-
zen, Schausberger was awarded with the Medal of Honor of 
Varaždin County on 8th September 2012. The Ceremony was at-
tended also by the Croatian President, Prof. Dr. Ivo Josipović.
For several years now, the IRE has cooperated closely with the 
Varaždin County. Already in 2006 a conference on EU-funding 
for the Croatian regions took place. In the last year Varaždin 
County was partner in the EU-project Lucky Four Leaf Clover.

Schausberger honored with 
the Medal of Varaždin

„For international companies that seek to look further, the In-
stitute of the Regions of Europe is the ideal partner to broaden 
the entrepreneurial mind and to find new partners abroad.“ 
With these words Harald Kohlberger, managing partner of 
Consileon Austria, described the added value of the IRE to the 
company. Together with the CEO of Consileon Business Con-
sultancy, Dr. Joachim Schü, he met IRE chairman Dr. Franz 
Schausberger on Tuesday 4th of September. The company 
Consileon is based in Karlsruhe, Germany, and generated an 
overall business volume of 40 mio. € in 2011. Consileon is one 
of the strongest growing players on the German consultancy 
market, in June of this year they entered into the Austrian mar-
ket. Further dependences are located in Poland, Switzerland 
and Ukraine. Automotive, banking and IT are the main fields 
of activity. One major topic of the meeting was the principle of 
sustainability, which is an important motto of Consileon. The 
following exchange of views ascertained that both institutions 
share many similar attitudes. Future fields of cooperation have 
been evaluated, where sustainability could be implemented in 
concrete actions. 
The meeting was also a good possibility to identify the most 
important cornerstones of the membership at the IRE. In this 
regard, Schü emphasized the importance and impact of the 
IRE network. „There are at least two mayor elements for a con-
sulting company to distinguish itself from its competitors: the 
branding and the network. Concerning the latter, Consileon 
appreciates the IRE as a fundamental networking partner. As a 
member of the institute, we profit in form of exclusive contacts 
and accessions.“

„For companies that look 
further“: Consileon Business 
Consultancy meets the IRE

In the context of the 60th edition of the Festival European 
Weeks in Passau, the IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger par-
ticipated on Sunday 1st July at the Tetralog, a discussion forum 
for politics and culture. At its 15th edition, the Tetralog focused 
on the question „Ready for the European Values?“ and was mo-
derated by Prof. Heinrich Oberreuter. Together with Schaus-
berger the following experts spoke at the panel Zoltán Balog, 
Minister of Social Affairs, Hungary, Krzysztof Ruchniewicz, Di-
rector, Willy Brandt Centre for German and European Studies, 
Poland, Karl-Peter Schwarz, Journalist and correspondent of 
the Frankfurter Allgemeinen Zeitung for Eastern Europe.

Tetralog – discussion forum for politics and culture in Passau

President Prof. Dr. Ivo Josipović and Franz Schausberger

Vicepresident 
Blanka Glavica 

Ječmenica, 
Franz Schaus-

berger, Predrag 
Štromar, Presi-

dent of Varazdin 
County.

Joachim Fritz, Franz Schausberger, Harald Kohlberger and 
Joachim Schü
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Student accomodation 
«Leonardo»
Röcklbrunnstraße in Salzburg
160 apartments with single 
and/or double rooms

Student accommodation «Mata-
dor» Kuchl
Kuchl near Salzburg
102 apartments

Student accommodation «Mo-
zart»
Faberstraße – Salzburg
185 rooms

Student accommodation Puch/
Urstein
At the campus of the college of 
Puch near Salzburg
328 modern single-room-apart-
ments, including 7 with facilities 
for handicapped persons

Administration/Booking for 
Leonardo, Matador, Mozart and 
Puch:
Salzburger Studentenwerk
Gemeinnützige GmbH
Billrothstraße 10 – 18
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 93030 0
office@sstw.at
www.studentenheim.at

Thomas Michelsheim
19 double rooms and 25 single 
rooms
Administration/Booking for 
Michelsheim: 
Wolf-Dietrich-Straße 16
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 871691 610
studentenheim@khw.at
www.khw.at

The rooms dispose of a living 
space of about 20 – 24 m², ba-
throom, kitchenette as well as 
connections for internet and TV.

u  Know how and longtime experiences in the construction
of age-corresponding housing

Salzburg Wohnbau is
the specialist for student

accommodations
Salzburg is not only well-known for its 
cultural heritage, but it is also increasin-
gly important due to its possibilities in 
higher education. The University of Salz-
burg, founded already in 1622, currently 
is composed by five faculties, namely law, 
sciences, humanities, theology and me-
dicine (Private University). Furthermore, 
the city hosts the famous conservatoire 
“Mozarteum”, as well as colleges of hig-
her education (the so called “Fachhoch-
schulen”). The city of Salzburg therefore 
offers a rich variety of different study and 
research programmes, followed today by 
16.000 students. One important aspect 
in this regard is the supply of affordable 
student accommodations.
The Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH is not 
only one of the leading housing compa-
nies in Salzburg and the market leader 
for public municipal housing but also a 
specialist for the realisation of student 
accommodations.             – PR –

Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH

w Property administration  
 with 26.000 units
w 17.000 apartments,
  including 5.000 rented 
  accommodations
w Public supported housing
w Assisted living
w Student accommodations

Bruno-Oberläuter-Platz 1
5020 Salzburg
+43 662 2066 0
www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

photos: christof-reich.com (5), dreamstime.com (1)
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CORLEAP meeting 
in Chişinãu

From 16 to 18 September Franz Schausberger partici-
pated at the CORLEAP meeting in Chişinău, Moldavia. 
As a part of the Eastern Partnership of the EU, COR-

LEAP (Conference of Regional and Local Authorities for 
the Eastern Partnership) aims to bring a regional and lo-
cal dimension into the Eastern Partnership. It is a plat-
form for regular dialogue between local and regional 
authorities from the EU and its EaP partner countries. 
In Chişinău, Schausberger met the Moldavian Deputy Prime 
Minister Mihai Moldovanu. At their meeting they discussed 
the political and economic cooperation between the cities 
from Moldavia and from the two Autonomous Regions Gag-
auzia and Transnistria.
In the presence of Kristalina Georgieva, European Commis-
sioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and 

On 12 September 2012 the IRE Board met in Vienna in order to 
discuss the present activities and initiatives of the Institute of 
the Regions of Europe (IRE). For autumn 2012 the Europe Day 
in Pitesti (Romania) with a workshop and a Café d´Europe Ré-
gional was presented as well as the first draft for the IRE Expert 
Conference on European Urban Traffic Situation taking place 
on 14/15. November 2012 in Tübingen, Germany. Furthermore 
the IRE will host a Café d´Europe Régional in Austria in Novem-
ber 2012, in cooperation with the Austrian Federal Ministry for 
European and International Affairs. For the year 2011 the IRE 
Board formally adopted the annual financial statement and 
discussed the financial outlook for 2013. Next year the IRE will 
participate in several European Calls for Funding. The Europe-
an Agency for Citizenship (EACEA) as well as the competent 
services of the European Commission offer several possibilities 
for the financial support of the IRE. In February 2013 the IRE 
will organize an INTEGRATION Conference in Graz together 
with the Austrian State Secretary for Integration Sebastian 
Kurz. In May 2013 an economic presentation of the Republic 
of Serbia is planned in cooperation with Belgrade Chamber of 
Commerce in Vienna.

On 4th October 2012, IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger visit-
ed the region of Primorje-Gorski Kotar. On this occasion he vis-
ited the President of the Regional Assembly of Primorje-Gorski 
Kotar, Ingo Kamenar and spoke with him about the ongoing 
projects in the region. The Regional Government is planning 
an expansion of the airport at the island of Krk and is looking 
for partners and investors willing to support this project. The 
airport is well attended because of the high touristic value of 
the surrounding areas such as Rijeka or Opatija. An expansion 
of the ports in Rijeka and Opatija is planned as well. Other 
planned projects are related to wind and solar energy, waste 
disposal, two industrial areas and tourism.

Meeting of the IRE Board Visit at Primorje-Gorski Kotar

Crisis Response, CORLEAP members agreed on a way forward 
that will include public administration reform, fiscal decentra-
lisation and regional cooperation as key priorities for action.
The CORLEAP also adopted a set of conclusions in which its 
members call for reinforced political and fiscal autonomy for 
regional and local authorities and commit to closely follow 
the on-going decentralisation and devolution efforts in Eas-
tern Partnership countries. CORLEAP also intends to support a 
training of local and regional authorities from EaP countries to 
improve local capacity building. In addition, CORLEAP calls for 
the creation of direct access to adequate financial instruments 
(European and national) for local and regional authorities from 
EaP countries and asks for a limitation on, or even the removal 
of, the co-financing requirements for local authorities within 
the EU aid programmes.

Franz Schausberger with Deputy Prime 
Minister Mihai Moldovanu.

Franz Schaus-
berger with 
Ingo Kame-

nar, President 
of the Regio-
nal Assembly
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Five years after the establishment of the College of higher 
education Međimurje, the administration has received the 
permission for launching a third graduate programme. The 
Ministry for Education, Science and Sports gave the green 
light and therefore secured the future of this institution, 
since a regulation has been adapted that every College of 
higher education has to have at least three graduate pro-
grammes or otherwise it loses its status as a higher educa-
tion institution. 

The celebratory of the permission for the third graduate pro-
gramme on “Sustainable Development” took place in the pre-
mises of the Međimurje College in Čakovec on 8th September 
2012. Radimir Čačić, Croatian Deputy Prime Minister, presen-
ted the permission to Prof. Dr. Nevenka Breslauer, Dean of 
the Međimurje College. Čačić congratulated on the new pro-
gramme and emphasized the importance of the enhancement 
of the education level especially of the people of the north-
western Croatia, which should help to connect education with 
economy. Programmes like this and the other two on compu-
ter sciences and management of tourism and sports are contri-
buting to this development.
Ivan Perhoč, regional president of the Međimurje County, 
underlined the importance of the Međimurje County for fur-
ther development of the educational infrastructure of this 
region. Further development possibilities are provided in 
the Međimurje region, the regional administration and the 
Međimurje College have to work together in order to exhaust 
all the possibilities and release the potential.

College of higher education 
in Međimurje receives the 

permission for the third 
graduate programme

Čakovec Castle
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The Istrian Prosciutto was presented by the county presi-
dent of Istria, Ivan Jakovčić, on the occasion of the Open 
Days In Brussels. Jakovčić informed, that prosciutto from 
the Croatian region of Istria is now protected by European 
standards. The distinctive European seal will now mean 
that no one can steal the appearance or any specific de-
tails about the production of the Istrian prsut (prosciutto).

Istrian Prosciutto in Brussels

AP Vojvodina presented 
itself in Brussels

On the occasion of the Committee of the Regions’ Open 
Days, the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina organized a 
very interesting programme in Brussels between 9th and 
11th October 2012. At the European Office in the Mission 
of Republic of Serbia to the EU, the AP Vojvodina infor-
med in several events about the economic situation and 
investment possibilities in Vojvodina. There has been an 
enormous interest in these events which were organized 
by Predrag Novikov, the Head of the European Office of AP 
Vojvodina in Brussels.
 
On 10th October 2012, IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger 
met Bojan Pajtić, the President of the Government of AP Vo-
jvodina, in order to discuss the new situation related to the 
autonomy of the AP Vojvodina after the decision made by the 
Serbian Constitutional Court. It is very unfortunate, that the AP 
Vojvodina has already lost some of its competences (e.g. cuts 
in the financial range) because of this decision. Schausberger 
suggested for Serbia to become a Jouint Consultative Com-
mittee, since Serbia already has the EU candidate status. Joint 
Consultative Committees (JCCs) are created between the Com-
mittee of the Regions and local and regional representatives of 
the candidate countries for EU accession following a request 
from the government of Serbia.
 
They are composed of an equal number of CoR members and 
local and regional representatives from Serbia. JCCs are co-
chaired by a CoR member and a member from the partner 
country, and decisions are taken jointly.
 
In the evening, the President of AP Vojvodina invited to a re-
ception at the Mission of the Republic of Serbia to the EU, 
which has been well-attended by many friends of Vojvodina.

Franz Schausberger and Bojan 
Pajtić, President of the Go-
vernment of AP Vojvodina

The ancient fortress of Novi Sad, Vojvodina
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Zielgruppen und Fachinformationen für Ihren Erfolg.

die nächsten messen von reed exhibtions
1. hALbJAhr 2013 

W  FERIEN-MESSE WIEN1) 10.01.-13.01. www.ferien-messe.at
W  VIENNA AUTOSHOW1) 10.01.-13.01. www.viennaautoshow.at
S  AUTOZUM SALZBURG 16.01.-19.01. www.autozum.at
B   TRACHT & COUNTRY PREMIERE 22.01.-23.01. www.premiere.trachtsalzburg.at
L   FERIEN MESSE LINZ1) 25.01.-27.01. www.ferien-linz.at
L   FINEFOODDAYS1) 25.01.-27.01. www.finefooddays.at

SC BELéTAGE 27.01.-28.01. www.beletage-salzburg.at
S  BAUEN+WOHNEN SALZBURG1) 07.02.-10.02. www.bauen-wohnen.co.at
W  BAUEN & ENERGIE WIEN1) 21.02.-24.02. www.bauen-energie.at
S  ABSOLUT ALLRAD1) 21.02.-24.02. www.absolut-allrad.at
S  DIE HOHE JAGD & FISCHEREI1) 21.02.-24.02. www.hohejagd.at
S  CREATIV SALZBURG FRÜHJAHR 01.03.-03.03. www.creativsalzburg.at
S  TRACHT & COUNTRY FRÜHJAHR 01.03.-03.03. www.trachtsalzburg.at
W  WOHNEN & INTERIEUR1) 09.03.-17.03. www.wohnen-interieur.at
W  WIENER IMMOBILIENMESSE1) 16.03.-17.03. www.immobilien-messe.at
S  POWER-DAYS 13.03.-15.03. www.power-days.at
W  JASPOWA & FISCHEREI1) 05.04.-07.04. www.jaspowa.at
W  HOTEL & GAST WIEN 07.04.-09.04. www.hotel-gast.at
S  BWS 10.04.-13.04. www.bwsmesse.at
S  FRÜHJAHRSORDERTAGE 26.04.-27.04. www.fruehjahrsordertage.at

messe termin www

www.messe.at

FKM

B    brAndboxx sALzburg
L   design center Linz
S   messezentrum sALzburg

SC  sALzburg congress
W   messe Wien

Reed Messe Salzburg GmbH
Am Messezentrum 6, PF 285
A-5021 Salzburg
T: +43 (0)662 44 77-0
F: +43 (0)662 44 77-4809
info@reedexpo.at

Reed Messe Wien GmbH
Messeplatz 1, PF 277
A-1021 Wien
T: +43 (0)1 727 20-0
F: +43 (0)1 727 20-4709
info@messe.at

1) Publikumsoffene Messen. Alle anderen Messen sind nur Fachbesuchern zugänglich! 
Änderungen vorbehalten, Stand: Oktober 2012
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IRE  is sponsored 
by

by Alexandra Hawlin

On october 1st students interested in European politics had 
the opportunity to get together with a member of the Europe-
an Commission and ask questions. About twenty students of 
the University of Salzburg and former interns of the IRE seized 
that chance and visited the Institute to meet Commissioner 
Johannes Hahn. After a warm handshake with the young 
guests and kind words of welcome by Franz Schausberger, 
IRE Chairman, the Austrian Commissioner was given the floor. 
At students’ request, Hahn started off providing insights into 
the novelties of the next funding period 2014-2020. 
“Regional Policy is the tool to put supranational targets into 
practice”, Commissioner Hahn stressed. “Sharper controls as 
well as quantifiable targets should be fixed in order to realise 
the Europe 2020 Strategy successfully”. In this regard, the Eu-
ropean Union and the member states started to think about 
the introduction of financial incentives and of ex-ante condi-
tionality before approving funding programs, the Commissio-
ner explained.  The new proposals are designed to ensure that 
EU investments are targeted on Europe’s long-term goals for 
creating growth and new jobs as well as boosting the internal 
market. The total budget proposed for the 271 European regi-
ons (Croatia included) in the following seven-year period will 
be 339 billion Euros.
A further innovation for the future funding period, as Commis-
sioner Hahn stated, is the classification of funding into three 
categories. To the existing “less developed” and “more deve-
loped” regions a third distinction of “transition” regions will 
be introduced in order to ensure concentration of the funds 
according to the level of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). After 
the Commissioner’s remarks, students entered into a lively 
question-and-answer session about the work of Johannes 
Hahn, responsible Commission member of the Regional Policy. 
Among other questions on the development of Serbia or the 
imbalance of eastern and western regions, the question about 
the lack of control elements for achieving the 2020 objectives 

was raised. “I believe in the vigour of the public”, Commissi-
on member Hahn reckoned. “Putting the projects online will 
cause pressure”. To improve transparency and provide infor-
mation on the development and the deadlines of the various 
projects, a freely accessible database has been designed, Hahn 
explained further. In addition, Commissioner Hahn suggested 
the designation of people responsible for every regional pro-
ject. Even now current funding projects underlie a rigorous 
audit. Since 2010 when Hahn took over European Regional 
Politics, 150 programs were interrupted due to inconsistencies 
regarding formal errors or state aid. 
Considering these new regulations for the following funding 
period, Commissioner Hahn looked ahead confidently. After 
almost an hour of discussion, the meeting was closed with 
refreshments and  students had the opportunity to exchange 
their impressions of the meeting. 

Johannes Hahn, Commissioner of Regional Policy, visited the IRE to discuss 
the future funding period 2014-2020 with students.

Round-table discussion with 
Commissioner Johannes Hahn

Elena Buitrago and Joanna Chmielecki
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Unser Energieschatz!
TIWAG-Tiroler Wasserkraft AG
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New IRE Members

The IRE network grows 
– we welcome our 

new members
During the summer months, five new members 
joined the Institute of the Regions of Europe.

After a first personal meeting in July with Franz Schausber-
ger, Levan Varshalomidze, Chairman of the Government of 
the Autonomous Republic of Ajara formalized his wish to 
become member of the IRE with the official application in Au-
gust. Schausberger welcomed this recent development:  „The 
membership of Ajara is an important step for the institute, sin-
ce the region of the Southern Caucasus is characterized by a 
high level of social and political dynamism. The public interest 
in Western European countries in the developments of Geor-
gia, Azerbaijan and Armenia does not correspond with their 
importance. Therefore I am looking forward to help Ajara in its 
integration process towards Europe.“

At the annual conference of the IRE in Grafenegg, the cities of 
Novi Pazar in Serbia, and Satu Mare in Romania have be-
come IRE members. Novi Pazar is situated in the southwest of 
Serbia and governed by the mayor Meho Mahmutović. Satu 
Mare is the capital of the homonymous county in the northwe-
st of Romania. The city is represented by Coica Dorel Costel. 

In addition to these public entities, also two companies be-
came members of the IRE. EUTOP International is one of the 
leading companies specialized in the management of govern-
ment relations at European and state level. Along the head-
quarter in Munich, the company is represented also in Brussels 
and in many other European capitals, as well as in New York, 
Beijing and Tokyo. Through its expertise, EUTOP is able to for-
mulate and represent the interests of entrepreneurs and orga-
nizations efficiently to political decision makers, not only in the 
European institutions, but also at the national level. „EUTOP is 
definitely one of the most important and influential public af-
fairs companies in Europe. I am convinced that the cooperation 
between both networks, EUTOP and IRE, will lead to interesting 
synergy effects“, said Schausberger in his first comment. The 
company is represented by the managing director Dr. Kle-
mens Joos.

Energy is one of the main topics for the IRE: important Austrian 
energy suppliers have already become member of the IRE, as 
Verbund, Energie AG Oberösterreich and EVN. Since August, 
also energy for future (e4f) is a new partner of the institute. 
The e4f holding develops and runs crop-carbonate refineries 
and bio-energy boxes. This means that the company offers a 
full range of sustainable services and products, from primary 
energy production over different crop-carbonate products to 
regenerative energy production. Spatial planning in regions 
and cities can benefit from the bio-energy boxes since they 
correspond to an integrated system of bio-energy solutions. 
Already existing infrastructure can be integrated into an autar-
kic and efficient system of energy production, composed by 
ecological power and biological heating.

Levan Varshalomidze, former Chairman of the Govern-
ment of the Autonomous Republic of Ajara (l.), visited the 
IRE in August.

Managing Director 
Dr. Klemens Joos

DI Peter 
Kleinfercher, 

Geschäftsfüh-
rer energy for 

future (e4f)

A delegation from Novi Pazar took part in the IRE Confe-
rence in September. IRE Secretary General Joachim Fritz, 
IRE Vice Chairman Helmut Falschlehner, Franz Schausber-
ger,  Mayor Meho Mahmutović, Deputy Mayor Ahmedin 
Skrijelj and Fahrudin Mekić.



Über 1 Million Gäste besuchen jährlich die rund 500 Veranstaltungen 
in der Wiener Stadthalle. Ein Erfolg, der auch auf der Vielseitigkeit 
und der Multifunktionalität der Arena beruht. Vom Rockkonzert 
bis zur Oper, von Holiday on Ice bis zu Masters of Dirt.

Seit fünf Jahrzehnten beherbergt die Wiener Stadthalle jene Ereig-
nisse und Events, die Wien ein attraktives und vielfältiges Unter-
haltungsprogramm garantieren. Ob als Schauplatz von Konzerten 
(mit bis zu 16.000 Besuchern in der großen Halle D oder bis zu 
2.000 Besuchern in der Showbühne/Halle F) oder Sportereignissen 
- darunter bisher rund 80 Welt- und Europameisterschaften. Die 
Wiener Stadthalle ist Österreichs erste Adresse für große Stars, große 
Shows und große Gefühle!

©
 Foto G

isela Erlacher

KINDER ZAHLEN DIE HÄLFTE

NUR 10 TAGE!

9. - 20. Jan. '13
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New IRE Member Ajara
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In July 2012 a strong delegation from the Georgian  region of 
Ajara visited the IRE in Salzburg. The IRE invited the guests to a 
traditional evening at the open-air museum at Großgmain near 
Salzburg.
„The Autonomous Republic of Ajara demonstrates how a re-
gion with a strong approach towards self-government can be 
integrated as a loyal part of the counrty through successful 
measures of regionalization“, explained Franz Schausberger 
at the meeting with Levan Varhsalomidze, Chairman of the 
Government of Adjara.
Varshalomidze is convinced that the Autonomous Republic 
constitutes an important link between Europe and Asia. As a 
substantial part of Georgia he has a strong interest in European 
integration and cooperation with other European regions. The 
economic perspectives of the region are positive, also because 
the tourism sector comprises a high potential which could be 
realized in the future. „If Austrian companies are interested in 
investments in Ajara we would be honored to welcome them»“ 
said Varshalomidze. In order to strengthen the relations bet-
ween his region and Austria the Chairman declared to start an 
intensified cooperation with the IRE.

Delegation from 
Adjara visited the IRE

Levan Varhsalomidze, Chairman of the Government of 
Adjara (2. v. l.) and his delegation with Franz Schausberger



21newsregion 26 / oct12

Since the founding in 2004, the IRE has had the support of 
important personalities from politics and society. They identify 
themselves with the principles and activities of the IRE through 
a public declaration. It is therefore an important event, if new 
patrons support the institute. In the recent months, two high-
ranking persons have made this decision. 
After a personal meeting with Franz Schausberger, the Mini-
ster of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Karel Schwarzen-
berg, has become a new member of the IRE Board of Patrons 
in August. He was then shortly followed by the Luxembourgian 
Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker in September. Schwar-
zenberg was born in Prague, in 1937, the family emigrated in 
1948 with the rise of the communist regime. After the revoluti-
on in 1989 Schwarzenberg worked as Chancellor of President 
Vaclav Hável, afterwards he was elected senator and became 
Minister of Foreign Affairs (from 2007 – 2009, again from 2010).
Franz Schausberger emphasized their patronships: „Karel 
Prince of Schwarzenberg is a personality with a strong Eu-
ropean character. He has always been a supporter of decen-
tralization and the subsidarity principle.“ In regard to Juncker, 
the Chairman of the IRE believes that „it equals a recognition of 
our work on the highest political level in Europe. It is a strong 
motivation for the whole team and confirms that the IRE is on 
the right path“.
Born on 9 December 1954, Juncker has been Prime Minister of 
Luxembourg since January 1995, and is therefore the longest-
serving head of government in the EU, and the longest-serving 
democratically elected current head of any government in the 

New IRE Patrons

world. He has been President of the Euro Group, the political 
control over the euro currency, since the creation of a semi-
permanent position in 2005.
Other prominent supporters of the IRE are Helmut Kohl, for-
mer German Federal Chancellor, Benita Ferrero-Waldner, 
former EU-Commissioner and Hubert von Goisern, a popular 
folk and world musician and others.

Save the Date
 

IRE Expert Conference
“Challenges and Solutions for Urban Mobility in European Cities and Towns”

 
Thursday, 15th November 2012, 09:00 – 15:30 hrs

Venue: “Casino am Neckar”, Wöhrdstraße 25, 72072 Tübingen, GERMANY
 
Conference Languages: German and English
 
The main aim of this event is an analysis of current traffic situation in European cities and towns, problems and perspectives, 
discussion of the EU White Paper 2011 on transport, best practice examples, innovative traffic programmes and technolo-
gical solutions as well as creation of impulses for new activities, cooperation possibilities and projects. Representatives and 
experts from European institutions, urban administrations, associations, institutes, science, economy and industry will take 
part in this conference.
 
Programme:
09:30 hrs:  Welcome Addresses by Franz Schausberger, IRE-Chairman and Lord Mayor of Tübingen, Boris Palmer
09:50 hrs:  Keynote Speeches on Problems and Prospects of Urban Mobility, EU’s Policy on Urban Mobility and 
 Integration of EU’s mobility targets at local and regional levels
11:30 hrs:  Panel Discussion I “Aspects of innovative urban mobility concepts”
14:00 hrs:  Panel Discussion II “Electronic urban traffic management systems”
 
Please register at: F: +43 (0)662 /84 32 88 – 5050 T: +43 (0)662 /84 32 88 – 5010
 E: samra.rahmanovic@institut-ire.eu www.institut-ire.eu

Karel Schwarzenberg, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Czech Republic

 Jean-Claude Juncker,
Primeminister of 

Luxembourg
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Park & Fly!

Am Salzburg Airport W.A. Mozart stehen Ihnen über 3.000 Parkplätze zur Verfügung, davon 
2.000 allein im Parkhaus. Sie erreichen auf kurzen,  großteils  überdachten Wegen bequem 
den Check-in.  

Ganz nach dem Motto: Einfach. Günstig. Parken.

www.carport-parkmanagement.com 

carport@salzburg-airport.at 

Tel. +43 (0) 662 - 85 80 79 11 P
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https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire

You can find us on Facebook 

IRE  is sponsored 
by

Ljubo de Karina

A new look for the IRE website
As many of our supporters and readers of newsregion may 
have already noticed, the IRE has launched a new website in 
September. „After almost seven years, the IRE website needed 
a complete restyling. From the beginning on, we have agreed 
that the new IRE portal has to fulfill two main conditions: an 
efficient handling and providing information for members and 
future members, cooperation partners as well as for journa-
lists“, explains Aaron Gottardi, who was in charge of the pro-
ject management. Chairman Franz Schausberger confirmed 
the successful implementation: „The website respects our relia-
bility and constitutes a major tool of communication between 
the IRE and its members.“
 www.institut-ire.eu

New editions in the IRE Scientific Series
Christoph Mödlhammer: The EU-membership of Croatia and 

its implications for the Croatian regions

Veronika Tóth: An analysis of the European Cultural Cities of 
Sibiu, Linz and Pécs - results, impact and sustainability

Erzsébet Nedelka: Migration, wages and employment in the 
regions of Hungary

Robert Hecker: The Euregio Erzgebirge – Krušnohoří

Ljubo de Karina lives and works in 
Brseč-Zagorje. He has had numerous 
individual exhibitions in Croatia and ab-
road, monographic exhibition in Zagreb 
- to mention just the most significant. 
He also participated in many group ex-
hibitions and sculpting symposiums.
Ljubo de Karina was born on 18th March 
1948 in Rijeka. He graduated in sculpting 
from the Academy of Fine Arts in Ljubl-
jana, Slovenia. He finished postgradu-
ate studies in prof. Vanja Raduša‘s 

w o r k s h o p 
and prof. 
Augustin-
čić‘s work-
shop. Since 
1973 he has 
been an in-
dependent 
artist, wor-
king exclu-
sively as a 
sculptor.
De Karina‘s 

Regional Culture = European Culture

monumental pieces can be found in pu-
blic spaces across Croatia (Zagreb, Rije-
ka, Opatija, Beli and Valun on the island 
of Cres, Ilok, Labin - Sculpture Park of 
the Mediterranean Sculpting Symposi-
um, the island of Krk - Baška and its sur-
roundings) and abroad (Germany, Italy, 
Japan and Slovenia). His work is also a 
part of notable art collections. De Kari-
na is the author of bronze doorframe of 
the Church of St. Vito in Rijeka, tombs of 
Msgr. Josip Uhač in Parish Church of St. 
George in Brseč and Msgr. Anton Ben-
vin, the rector of Pontifical Croatian Col-
lege of St. Jerome in Valun‘s cemetery.
He was the art director of Baška Gla-
golitic Path, for which he created three 
monumental Glagolitic letters ‚A‘, ‚L‘ and 
‚B‘, as well as the floor relief - the wind 
rose with the letter ‚omega‘. De Karina‘s 
monograph was published in ‚Prizma‘ 
edition, and his work has been awarded 
on numerous occasions.
(http://www.de-karina.net/en/biografija.
asp)

IRE presents:




