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Europe as a whole can only be economic-
ally strong if the regions stay economical-
ly strong. This is also the reason why Lower 
Austria took the initiative and fights together 
with several other regions for a continuation 
of the regional support strategies. This regio-
nal initiative, which is supported by 208 regi-
ons and 114 cities and towns, demands from 
the Council and the Parliament of the Euro-
pean Union to embed regional interests into 
the cohesion policy. 

Lower Austria knows what it owes to the 
European perspective. With Europe we have 
won a lot. From 1995 to 2011, therefore since 
the accession to the European Union until to-
day, there has been an increase of economic 
performance by 67 percent. During the same 
period the number of business formation has 
risen by 75 percent and exports have tripled. 
Each Euro that goes to Brussels from Lower 
Austria triplicates in return. In the year 2011 
the net profit of Lower Austria amounted to 
486 million Euros. With the help of the EU 
regional funds 5,600 projects have been im-
plemented which has induced 3 billion Euros 
in investments and secured or created 57,000 
jobs in Lower Austria.

The latest European developments have 
shown the importance of the regions in Eu-
rope. They have proved themselves as more 
crisis proof and more stable during turbulent 
times. I am convinced that the regions will 
continue playing a crucial role in Europe in 
the future. They have proved to be a recipe 
for growth and economic prosperity, which is 
something Europe demands as an answer to 
the crisis. 

This is why I am looking forward to the 8th 
Conference of the European Regions and Ci-
ties, which is organized by the Institute of the 
Regions of Europe (IRE) with the help of the 
Land Lower Austria and which is taking place 
on 23rd and 24th September 2012 in Grafen-
egg Castle. The main topic on “Overcoming 
Regional Disparities” is a very important one, 
in which we engage ourselves on a daily ba-
sis and why we repeatedly implement cross-
border cooperations with our neighbouring 
regions. I am looking forward to welcoming 
our many guests from whole Europe in Lo-
wer Austria. In this sense with optimism and 
confidence we want to work on a common 
Europe.

Dr. Erwin Pröll
President of Lower Austria
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1. Europe must take more time and all 
of us must give Europe time and be 
more patient;

2. Europe needs new emotional visions. 
The peace argument is not enough 
anymore;

3. We need an honest, understandable 
and clear declarations for Europe;

4. Europe needs a long-term action 
plan, which doesn’t escalate but 
which is implemented step by step. 
The regions should play a major role 
in this.

The regions are important, so that each 
and every one can feel comfortable in 
Europe. “This ‘feeling comfortable’ of 
each and everyone in Europe must not 
end” said Pröll. Replying to the que-
stion whether Europe is coming to an 
end, Pröll answered without ambigu-
ity: Europe must not come to an end 
– never.

IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger 
emphasized, that there was no crisis 
of the European Union, no Euro crisis, 
there was only a debt crisis of the EU 
member states. National states have 
failed in implementing the Europe-
an integration process, which is why 
more and more decision and control 
competences are transferred to the 
European Union. As compensation 
this is necessary for strengthening 
the regions. These areas give people 
the feeling of security, orientation and 
identity as a counter pole to the power 
concentration at the EU. A strong regi-
onal identity is necessary for a forma-
tion of a European identity. The future 
of a common Europe will be: a strong 
EU, strong regions and less important 
national states. 

Europe must not come to an end!
Current economic crisis in Euro-
pe has dangerous consequences: 
the rising of populism and natio-
nalism, strengthening of protest 
parties and a shrinking belief in 
a common Europe, explained the 
President of Lower Austria, Erwin 
Pröll, at the European Forum Wach-
au 2012, which took place on 16th 
and 17th June at Stift Göttweig. He 
gave four suggestions how to get 
from European pessimism to opti-
mism:

Johannes Hahn, EU Commissioner for Regional Policy, said 
that the EU as an institution doesn’t suspend. He underlined 
the meaning of subsidiarity and a strong position of Europe: 
we have the highest share in world trade and 403 Nobel Prize 
winners are from Europe. A spirit of optimism is necessary as 
well as the willingness to take risks and invest.

Michael Spindelegger, Austrian Vice-chancellor and Mini-
ster of Foreign Affairs, demanded a change of the EU contract 
with the aim of strengthening the right to have a say in the 
civil society, direct elections of the Commission President and 
a stronger right to initiate legislation for the European Parlia-
ment. The EU needs stability, growth, sustainability and peace. 

Elmar Brok, MEP emphasized that 
many national states have destroyed 
the stability pact themselves by fal-
sifying the numbers, not only Greece. 
There is nothing as expensive as a crash. 
It wouldn’t only endanger peace, but 
we would also loose important markets. 
Europe will either unite or become an 
appendix of the Eurasian continent.

Keith Whitmore, President of the Con-
gress of Local and Regional Authorities, 
emphasized above all the diversity of the 
European continent, which is a source of 
our strength. It is essential to strengthen 
regional identities in Europe. The aim is 
an integrative and intercultural general 
knowledge. These tasks can be solved 
the best by regions and provinces. 

Barbara Schwarz, President of the Euro-
pe Forum Wachau, said in her welcome 
speech that retrospectively Europe has 
never been an easy path, but that we 
have started to go this way together. We 
must not leave our common negotiating 
table and that fright has never been the 
right companion on the way forward. 

Erwin Pröll,
President of 

Lower Austria
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For the second time this year, the Institute of the Regi-
ons of Europe (IRE) organized a Café d’Europe Regional. 
This time the event took place on 23rd May 2012 in Banja 

Luka, one of the member cities of the IRE. Over 70 participants, 
mainly students and interested citizens came to discuss Euro-
pean topics with our high ranked guests at the musical pavilion 
“Staklenac”. 

In his welcome speech Dragoljub Davidović, Mayor of the 
City of Banja Luka, highlighted the importance of the Europe-
an integration at local and regional levels, giving the example 
of his own city. Banja Luka has succeeded in establishing many 
successful cooperations with many European cities and towns 
and has profited from this especially trough exchange of expe-
riences and knowledge transfer. Banja Luka is an active mem-
ber of many European associations and there is a huge interest 
in cooperation with European partners.

IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger agreed with Mr Davidović 
on the importance of the European integration at local and re-
gional levels. He also highlighted the importance of a functio-

Café d’Europe Régional in Banja Luka:

There is no alternative to an European perspective in Bosnia and Herzegovina

nal national level for the accession to the EU, which seems to 
be a big issue in Bosnia and Herzegovina. “For the EU, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina is the negotiating partner, not individual 
actors or lower levels. Therefore the political leaders have to 
agree upon one opinion on the EU and the state should speak 
with one voice. This would speed up the negotiation pro-
cess and local and regional levels would also profit from this”, 
Schausberger recommended. 

Austrian Ambassador to Bosnia and Herzegovina, H.E. Do-
natus Köck, said that the EU doesn’t have the competence 
to interfere in internal affairs of a state and that the internal 
issues must be solved at the national level. He gave an over-
view of many good examples of decentralization processes in 
the EU, Bosnia and Herzegovina could profit from. “I have the 
feeling, that in Bosnia and Herzegovina making compromise 
is interpreted as a sign of weakness. In the European Union 
many great achievements have only been possible by making 
compromise. This is a good thing” he said. 

Jurgis Vilčinskas, head of political and economic section of 

the representation of the EU in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
said that the country is in a way better position to become a 
candidate state than many other negotiating partners. “You 
are almost there, your politicians have to find a consensus 
on only one major issue”, he said. In his opinion there is a 
possibility for Bosnia and Herzegovina to become a mem-
ber state of the EU in a reasonable amount of time, if the 
stakeholders use their chances. He compared the actual si-
tuation with a basketball match, highlighting that there was 
a difference between the active players and those sitting on 
a bench. And Bosnia and Herzegovina is sitting on a bench 
at the moment. 

Sigmund Nemeti, Austrian Trade Commissioner in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, emphasized the economic potentials the 
country has, when it comes to well educated hu-
man capital and industrial resources. “There are 
many people in Bosnia who speak German flu-
ently which makes this country very attractive 
for Austrian investors”, he added. Nemeti 
also highlighted the role EU plays in 
creating business infrastructure 
and expressed his hope for Bos-
nia and Herzegovina to make 
a fast progress towards beco-

ming a candidate state in order to be 
able to profit more from the possibili-
ties the EU offers. 

During the whole event the au-
dience made interesting com-
ments and posed questions 
which contributed to a very lively 
discussion. It showed that there 
is a huge interest in becoming 
a member of the EU both from 
the civil society and from the 
politicians of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. It’s up to the citizens 
though to choose Europe ori-
ented politicians, those who 
are interested in progress even if 
they must make compromises in 
order to reach this goal. The Euro-
pean Union was built upon ma-

king compromises and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina will have 

to do the same in order to 
become a part of the Eu-
ropean family.

Banja Luka
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Lead by the mayor Simo Stakić, a delegation from the Bosni-
an town Pelagićevo (BiH) visited the Institute of the Regions 
of Europe (IRE) in Salzburg this June. Pelagićevo is a town of 
app. 8.000 inhabitants and lays in the North-Eastern part of 
the country, being part of the Republika Srpska. It is the native 
town of Vaso Pelagić, a Yugoslav revolutionary of the late 19th 
century, after whom the town has been named.
At the meeting with IRE-chairman Franz Schausberger the de-
legation discussed potential cooperation possibilities between 
Pelagićevo and the IRE. A central topic was the support of the 
economic development: the already existing potentials in ag-
riculture and tourism could be strengthened by an exchange 
of know-how from Austrian companies. One possible instru-
ment to formalize the cooperation is the TAIEX-programme of 
the DG Enlargement, which deals with the exchange of infor-
mation and technical support for the candidate and potenti-
al candidate countries. The meeting was concluded with the 
official signing of the IRE-membership by mayor Stakić. Ilija 
Stojanović, head of the international relations department of 
the IRE-member Brčko District took part in this meeting as well. 
With the membership of Pelagićevo the IRE-network has cur-
rently 103 members. Bosnia and Herzegovina is represented by 
Goražde Canton, City of Banja Luka, Brčko District, Municipality 
of Prnjavor, Una-Sana Canton and Western-Herzegovina Canton.

New IRE-member Pelagićevo (BiH):

Ready for Investments in 
Agriculture and Tourism

u App. 8.000 inhabitants
u Situated in the municipality of Brod, in 

North-Eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina
u Independent city since 1995 after the Day-

ton agreement, formerly it has been part of 
the town of Gradačac

Front row: Mayor Simo Stakić with Franz Schausberger, back 
row: the Head of Finance Department from Pelagicevo, Joachim 
Fritz, Secretary General IRE, and Ilija Stojanović (Brčko District)

Fact sheet Pelagićevo

Membership of the EU, development of functional state 
institutions, balanced decentralization of powers in 
BiH and the protection of the cultural heritage were 

the main focus of the meeting of the Working Group on the 
Western Balkans of the EU-Committtee of Regions that took 
place on 22nd May in Sarajevo. Jointly organised by the CoR 
and the Canton of Sarajevo under the chairmanship of Franz 
Schausberger representative of Land Salzburg and president 
of the Institute of the Regions of Europe, the meeting gave ma-
yors and local politicians from both Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and the EU Member States an opportunity to exchange their 
experiences. Recent developments in BiH in the context of the 
EU integration process were also discussed by Fikret Musić, 
Prime Minister of Sarajevo Canton and Peter Sørensen, Head 
of the EU Delegation to BiH/European Union Special Represen-
tative.

In her statement at the opening of the meeting, Mercedes 
Bresso insisted on the role of local development and territorial 
cooperation under the umbrella of functioning state authori-
ties. Bresso took this opportunity to announce the possibility 
of shortly setting up a Joint Consultative Committee between 
the CoR and BiH in order to step up cooperation between regi-
onal and local representatives from BiH and the EU.

Addressing the BiH partners, Franz Schausberger recalled 
that in his experience, “Regions may have key competences 
and legislative powers, but in order for their interest to be ef-
fectively expressed, they also need a solid dialogue between 
their national authorities and the European institutions”.

On the same note, Stefano Sannino stressed that “The Com-
mittee of the Regions has an invaluable role to play in the 
Western Balkans, and especially in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
where its expertise in multilevel governance may inspire the 
institutional and political leaders of the country to speak with 
one voice in the process of EU integration, while engaging and 
coordinating all sub-state entities”.

The European Commission’s Directorate General for Enlarge-
ment is working with the CoR under the umbrella initiative of 
the Local Administration Facility to enhance institutional and 
administrative capacity in BiH and other adhesion countries.

Andreas Kiefer, Secretary General of the Congress of Local 
and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, presented 
the congress monitoring report on local democracy in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. In his conclusion, Kiefer said that the mo-
nitoring visit has clarified the situation and paved the way for 
concrete cooperation of local democracy with the authorities 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina:  The Congress proposed to contri-
bute to strengthening the basis of local democracy in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina by assisting the authorities to revise or  ela-
borate legislation related to local self-government, in particu-
lar by clarifying the distribution of competences, which is still 
unclear, enhancing intergovernmental and inter-municipal 
cooperation and interaction, and by increasing citizens orien-
ted effective governance and provision of services. Finally to 
put action plans into place in order to bring the country’s local 
governance system in line with the European Charter of Local 
Self-Government inspired by the Council of Europe Reference 
Framework for Regional Democracy.
Schausberger was not only able to welcome the Austrian Am-
bassador in Sarajevo, Donatus Köck, but also Ingid Leye, an asso-
ciate of the UNECSO who is responsible for historic monuments.

BiH: How to overcome 
political stagnation

Stefano Sannino, Franz 
Schausberger, the Prime Minister of 
Canton Sarajevo, Fikret Musić, and 
EU Commissioner Mercedes Bresso

Ilija Stojanović (Brčko District), Franz Schausberger, Miros-
lav Gavrić, Mayor of Brčko District,

The Austrian Ambassador in Sarajevo, Donatus Köck, the 
Prime Minister of Canton Sarajevo, Fikret Musić, Franz 
Schausberger and General Secretary of the Congress of 
European Council, Andreas Kiefer

In his welcome speech Schausberger wel-
comed the plurality of the different forms of 
regionalism. “This plurality –the plurality of 
systems of government as well as the plurali-
ty of regionalism – is one of the strong points 
of the European Union. The question of the 
division of competencies between the central state level and 
the decentralized regional administrative bodies plays an im-
portant role. The division of competences has not always been 
comprehensive”. The principle of the multi-level-governance as 
a form of good governance must become one of the priorities.

The working group’s comments on the situation in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina were both positive as well as critical. The already 
implemented reforms have been praised, the political stagna-
tion though has been criticized. This situation obstructs the in-
tegration process of the country, which delays the prospect of 
a possible accession.

Hidajet Biščević, 
Secretary General of 
the Regional Coope-
ration Council
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More and better 
services for citizens 

in Vienna and 
Bratislava

Central Danube to improve 
twincitydanubeforum.net

The IRE but and its members actively support the social and 
economic development of the regions and cities. An excellent 
example for cross border cooperation is the project twinci-
tydanubeforum.net. Managed by the project leader Central 
Danube (member of the IRE network) and by the lead partner 
Association Pro Bratislava, the forum became a main informati-
on portal in the capital regions of Vienna and Bratislava. Since 
its launch in 2010, the website strengthened cross-border coo-
peration between Austria and the Slovak Republic by integra-
ting services of both public administrations and by providing 
useful information about events in the region. The platform is 
available in German and Slovakian. Despite the upcoming end 
of the project in 2013, the management seeks to continue and 
to improve the services provided by twincitydanuebforum.net. 
„We try to make the platform more autonomous, by setting a 
stronger focus on the data input from the users. Administra-
tions, associations and event organizers get more possibilities 
to publish their information at the platform“, Dieter Pietsch-
mann, project manager, explained at the press conference in 
Vienna on May 24.

Both project partners are convinced about the success of this 
project. Jana Spankova, manager at Pro Bratislava said: «The 
last months have seen a dynamic development. This is based 
on the increase of available information in tourism and social 
policy, two sectors where we can offer an attractive selection of 

the urban activities in Vienna and Bratislava».
The establishment of twincityforum.net was possible through 
the financial support of the European Union, which finances up 
to 85% of the expenditures in cross-border cooperation projects. 
The IRE wishes both partners success on their project!

Delegation Sibenik & Tomislavgrad.     On 4th June 2012 a delegation from Croatian regions and cities as well as the 
Municipality of Tomislavgrad from Bosnia and Herzegovina visited the IRE Head Office in order to discuss the present situati-
on in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. The visit was organized by the Croatian Association for Art and Culture “Hrvatski 
San” represented by Delfa Papić. The IRE will continue with its activities in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina within the 
next years and is looking forward to new partnerships, initiatives and activities.
Left: Delfa Papić (Hrvatski San), Franz Schausberger and Ivan Vukadin, Mayor of Tomislavgrad. Right: The Delegations of 
Tomislavgrad (BIH), Sibenik-Knin (HR) and Dubrovnik (HR)

IRE  is sponsored 
by



The recent rapid increase in human population 
over the past two centuries has raised concerns 
that humans are beginning to overpopulate the 
Earth, and that the planet may not be able to su-
stain present or larger numbers of inhabitants. 
Overpopulation does not depend only on the size 
or density of the population, but also on the ratio 
of population to available sustainable resources. 
As the primary resources have some limits too, 
there is a need to develop renewable energy re-
sources.

.A.S.A. is considered one of Europe’s leading companies in 
the waste management sector.
It collects and treats municipal waste from more than 4,7 
million residents and 1,6 million tons of commercial and in-
dustrial waste from more than 84.000 municipal, industrial 
and commercial customers in 8 countries in Central and 
South Eastern Europe. „We see waste as a resource. From 
the moment collected by our trucks, waste is brought into 
an integrated waste management system where available 
technologies for recycling and recovery are embedded. To-
day, in the main countries of the .A.S.A. Group, we handle 
more than 0,5 million tons of secondary raw materials ye-
arly”, says Petr Vokřál, the CEO of .A.S.A. Group “ Waste to 
energy is part of a comprehensive concept and final stage 
to recover at least energy according European directives. 
Part of this concept is also treatment of biodegradable ma-
terials and processing of sorted out valuable materials to 
save natural resources.”
Waste management is only a part of the services provided 
by .A.S.A. “We do not just treat the waste for the citizens, 
but our company improves the living conditions in towns 
and cities by providing a wide range of municipal services 
to keep the streets cleaner and cities greener. We see us as 
a Citizen Services company”, alleges Vokřál.

To .A.S.A. clients do not belong individuals in the field of 
urban services or municipalities only, but .A.S.A. offers a 
broad spectrum of outsourcing services with focus on wa-
ste management also to the industrial, commercial and 
retail companies. Such global brands as Kaufland, Baumax, 
Spar, Tesco, Billa, Ikea and OBI in the retail sector belong 
to the customers operating in trades, industrial and retail 
sectors, as well as Škoda Auto, Opel, Hyundai, BMW and 
Volkswagen in the automotive industry, or ABB, Bosch, Al-
stom, Slovnaft, Airport Graz and Austrian Rail – to name 
just a few.
.A.S.A. also contributes to minimizing ecological burden or 
danger for the future.  “We use state-of-the-art technolo-
gies supplied by various partners as well as procedures de-
veloped by A.S.A. The following 3 methods are most used 
for the actual remediation work: reprocessing of oil and tar 
sludge to the product suitable for power use (production 
of alternative fuel), stabilization/solidification and biode-
gradation”, enumerates Petr Vokřál another important 
.A.S.A. activities.
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Managing Director 
Franz Predl

Meeting of the IRE Advisory 
Board in Vienna
The 19th meeting of the IRE Advisory Board was 
held on 14th June 2012 at the headquarters of the 
Kommunalkredit Austria AG in Vienna. With the 
participation of H. E. Gordan Bakota, Ambassador 
of Croatia in Austria, Franz Schausberger was able 
to welcome a guest of honor. CEO Alois Steinbich-
ler (Kommunalkredit Austria AG) spoke about the 
present situation within the European Union and 
the challenging situation within the EURO Zone. 
Ambassador Bakota welcomed the activities of the 
IRE in Croatia during the last years and was intere-
sted in starting new cooperation initiatives with the 
IRE in the near future. Croatia offers economic sta-
bility and is well prepared for the EU accession in 
July 2013. 
Main topic of the advisory board meeting has been 
the upcoming 8th Conference of European Regions 
and Cities, which is going to take place in Grafen-
egg, Lower Austria, on 23rd and 24th of September 
this year. Furthermore, the Board has been infor-
med about new IRE-members and has discussed 
the long-term activities (2012-2013) of the IRE.
The Advisory Board is composed of more than 
twenty members, many of whom are incumbents 
of executive positions in business, corporations and 
politics. As an organ defined by the official IRE char-
ter, the Board meets three times per year and gives 
important advices to the institute and the Executi-
ve Board for the longtime programme planning.

IRE welcomes a delegation from Argentina, 
Bolivia, Chile and the AEBR in Salzburg

On Friday, 30 April 2012, the Institute of the Regions of Eu-
rope (IRE) welcomed special guests from Latin America in 
Salzburg. Within the framework of the bilateral cooperation 
programme between the DG Regional Policy of the Europe-
an Commission and the countries of Latin America, a dele-
gation of representatives from Argentina, Bolivia and Chile 
completed a two week long study visit in Europe. Organized 
by the Association of European Border Regions (AEBR), they 
had visited different European countries as well as the in-
stitutions of the European Union. The last city to be visited 
was Salzburg: Together with AEBR Secretary General Martín 
Guillermo Ramírez, the delegation visited the IRE, where 
they were welcomed by Secretary General Joachim Fritz. 
After presenting the mission statement of the institute, Fritz 

gave an overview about the activities of the IRE. The guests 
were particularly interested in the EU project “Lucky Four 
Leaf Clover”, which has been organized and managed by the 
IRE from September 2010 to November 2011. Afterwards, 
Steffen Rubach, Managing Director of the EuRegio Salzburg 
- Berchtesgadener Land - Traunstein gave an introduction 
about the operating of an EuRegio and demonstrated the 
positive developments in the region since 1995, the year 
the EuRegio was founded. The Alpine Space Programme and 
the role of the Land Salzburg was the topic of the presen-
tation of Director Christian Salletmaier, responsible for EU 
programs in Land Salzburg. The meeting ended with an in-
tensive debate between the participants, demonstrating a 
strong interest in cross-border cooperation.

from the left:
Wolfgang Friess, Jürgen Gmelch (Representation of 
the European Commission in Vienna), Former Chief 
of Staff Roland Ertl, Former Member of the Regional 
Parliament of Land Salzburg Bernd Petrisch, H.E. Gor-
dan Bakota, IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger, Alois 
Steinbichler (CEO Kommunalkredit Austria AG), Ger-
hard Bauer, Andreas Hopf (Managing Director Central 
Danube Region Marketing & Development GmbH)

.A.S.A. saves the resources
New IRE Member
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Über 1 Million Gäste besuchen jährlich die rund 500 Veranstaltungen 
in der Wiener Stadthalle. Ein Erfolg, der auch auf der Vielseitigkeit 
und der Multifunktionalität der Arena beruht. Vom Rockkonzert 
bis zur Oper, von Holiday on Ice bis zu Masters of Dirt.

Seit fünf Jahrzehnten beherbergt die Wiener Stadthalle jene Ereig-
nisse und Events, die Wien ein attraktives und vielfältiges Unter-
haltungsprogramm garantieren. Ob als Schauplatz von Konzerten 
(mit bis zu 16.000 Besuchern in der großen Halle D oder bis zu 
2.000 Besuchern in der Showbühne/Halle F) oder Sportereignissen 
- darunter bisher rund 80 Welt- und Europameisterschaften. Die 
Wiener Stadthalle ist Österreichs erste Adresse für große Stars, große 
Shows und große Gefühle!

©
 Foto G

isela Erlacher

KINDER ZAHLEN DIE HÄLFTE

NUR 10 TAGE!

9. - 20. Jan. '13

S T A g E  E N T E R T A I N m E N T  T o u R I N g  P R o D u c T I o N S

The standard of living in Zagreb is currently „only“ 25 per-
cent lower than the EU average, compared with 50 per-
cent on the coast and as much as 70 percent in eastern 

and central Croatia.

Croatia currently consists of twenty-one counties, 127 towns 
with over 10,000 inhabitants and 429 municipalities. Croatia is 
now divided into three statistical regions at the NUTS 2 level - 
Northwestern, Pannonian and Adriatic Region. There are some 
ideas to create three larger political regions by merging several 
counties. Schausberger expressed his opinion that this is neit-
her necessary nor useful. A better recommendation is to give 
the counties better (legal) instruments and a stronger support 
for cross-border regional cooperation.
In this spirit further efforts are needed to reform public admini-
stration at local and regional levels in order to strengthen the 
capacity, efficiency, independence and reliability of admini-
stration at all levels. Regional and local administrations must 
be comprehensively involved into the European integration 
process and EU cohesion policy. It is necessary to train and pre-
pare administration employees and regional and local politi-
cians to enable regions and municipalities for developing pro-
jects suitable for EU fund support that will be available within 
the Cohesion Policy after accession.
The authorities of Šibenik-Knin, on the top Župan Goran Pauk, 
are intensively interested in European affairs in benefit of 
Šibenik-Knin County. Šibenik-Knin was and is involved in se-
veral European programmes as CARDS, INTERREG, PHARE, ISPA 
and IPA. At the moment Šibenik-Knin region has applied for 
IPA for seven projects in the field of business infrastructure for 
6,2 million Euro.
After the accession to the European Union next year, the Cro-
atian regions and cities will have their representatives in the 
Committee of the Regions of the EU. Croatia will be entitled 
to send its nine-member delegation, consisting of county pre-
fects and mayors. 
For the first time, representatives of Croatian local authorities 
took part as observers in the 94th plenary session of the Com-
mittee of the Regions, taking place in Brussels on 15-16 Febru-
ary.
Šibenik-Knin County is a special European region. Šibenik, as 
the regional capital of the county, is a historic town and the 
political, educational, transport, industrial and tourist center.
Unlike other cities along the Adriatic coast, which were esta-
blished by Greeks, Illyrians and Romans, Šibenik was founded 
by Croats. For the first time it was mentioned under its present 
name in 1066 in a Charter of the Croatian King Petar Krešimir 
IV. The Ottoman Empire never succeeded in conquering the 
city. 

EU-membership is a big 
challenge and a big chance

„Croatia cannot rest on its laurels. On the contrary: 
A lot of work is waiting for Croatia in the next year, 
also for the authorities at regional and local levels“ 
underlined Franz Schausberger, president of the In-
stitute of the Regions of Europe and Member of the 
Committee of the Regions at the Europe Information 
Day in Šibenik. At this conference, which was orga-
nized by the Šibenik-Knin County on 16th May and 
hosted by the County Prefect Goran Pauk, Schaus-
berger spoke about „EU Accession of Croatia and the 
Croatian Regions“.
Schausberger stressed out that many reforms still 
have to be done in Croatia. The necessary reforms af-

The fall of the Republic of Venice in 1797 brought Šibenik un-
der the authority of the Habsburg Monarchy for 120 years. Af-
ter World War I, Šibenik became Italian until 1921 and then a 
part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. After WWII 
it became a part of Yugoslavia until Croatia declared inde-
pendence in 1991. During the Croatian War of Independence 
(1991-1995), the people of Šibenik managed to defend the city. 
Architecturally, the damaged parts of the city have been fully 
reconstructed. The central church in Šibenik, the Cathedral of 
St. James, is on the 
UNESCO World He-
ritage list. So Coun-
ty and City have an 
old European back-
ground. During the 
centuries the regi-
on took over many 
different historical 
influences and to-
day it is a real Euro-
pean region.

Franz Schausber-
ger, the Zupan 

of Šibenik-Knin, 
Goran Pauk, and 

Bernd Petrisch, 
Member  of IRE 
Advisory Board

ter the accession will bring a lot of problems and chal-
lenges but also many chances. The citizens should be 
informed very frankly that Croatia‘s EU membership 
will not solve all the internal failures.
The existing Croatian regional divisions show big dif-
ferences in population and economic performance. 
For example, the city of Zagreb, which is the largest 
regional division, has around 770,000 inhabitants 
while the smallest, Lika-Senj, has less than one tenth 
the number of inhabitants of Zagreb. The econo-
mic disparity is even greater: the per capita GDP in 
Zagreb is around three times as high as that of Brod-
Posavlje, the poorest Croatian region.
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Wenn sich das große Staunen vor deine Füße legt. Wenn dich die 

Magie des Augenblicks verzaubert. Wenn dein Glück für einen Moment 

unendlich wird. Dann hast du ihn entdeckt, deinen ganz persönlichen 

Logenplatz. Und Logenplätze gibt es viele im Salzburger Almsommer. 

SALZBURGERLAND.COM... für die schönsten Augenblicke.

Vorhang auf ...

Economy Meets Politics

23 to 24 September 2012
in auditorium / Grafenegg / Lower austria

Save the date!

8th Conference of European Regions and Cities

„Overcoming Regional Disparities“

IRE Expert Forum
“ Solidarity between Generations:   
 Regional and local initiatives for 
 active aging“

Panel Discussion I: 
“ Cost efficient health care & hospital   
 management at the regional and 
 local  levels“

Panel Discussion II:  
“ Financial strategies on location   
 development“

Panel Discussion III: 
“ New perspectives and strategies on  
 decentralized energy supply”

Panel Discussion IV: 
“ Actual challenges in regional    
 transport infrastructure” 

Günther 
OETTINGER

EU Commissioner 
for Energy, 

Belgium

Anton ROP
Vice-President 

of European 
Investment Bank, 

Luxembourg, 
Former Prime 

Minister of 
Slovenia

Erwin PRöLL
President of 

Lower Austria

Maria FEKTER
Federal Minister 

for Finance, 
Austria

Richard KüHnEL
Head of the 

Representation 
of the European 
Commission in 

Austria

Karl-Heinz 
TöCHTERLE

Federal 
Minister for 
Science and 

Research, 
Austria

...and 30 other important speakers



Franz Schausberger with the Mayor of Zalaegerszeg, 
Csaba Gyutai

The town  is situated near the Hungarian-Austrian-Sloveni-
an triple border, in an hour’s distance from Croatia, half-
way between the country border and the Lake Balaton. It 

has active cooperation with the neighbouring countries and is 
developing regional economic relationships.
The main roads, 74 (E65) and 76, go through the town. It has di-
rect railway connections with Budapest, Ljubljana, Trieste and 
Rijeka.
Its geographical situation, natural characteristics and econo-
mic structure enable the town to complete connecting and 
organizing tasks. For the same reasons the town is suitable to 
have logistic, foreign trade and tourist sphere of action.
The earlier dominant food- and light industry gave place to 
the extremely developed machine and electronics industry, 
the former producing basically for the German market. Not to 
mention the essential role of the traditional oil industry, the fi-
nancial service sector and the tourist industry. 
An important endeavor of the leaders of the city is to create 
new workplaces in addition to the existing ones. To make this 
happen, the fourth industrial park of 500 hectare has been set 
up, where a special incubator house helps the settling enter-
prises, especially in machine-, mechatronics and electronics 

the city of prosperous investments
Zalaegerszeg is one of the most dynamically developing cities of western Hungary. Lying among 
picturesque hills, with 60,000 inhabitants, this place is not only the seat of Zala county, but it is an 
essential touristic center, too.

branches. The park has been validated by prominent firms, like  
MAGNA and MERCEDES.  New enterprises are also motivated 
by the 45-point investment program, outstanding facilities and 
well-trained employees.

Zalaegerszeg puts special attention to promote and help de-
velopments in the town area. The city management supports 
economic projects by preparing lands for industry and service, 
ensuring high-quality education system, co-operating in deve-
lopment of roads and utility networks and taking role in house 
and flat projects. 
We hope that the local and developing companies, as well as 
future investors, feel at home in Zalaegerszeg and find their 
long-term success here.

After seven years, Zoran Jeremić, Consul General of Ser-
bia in Salzburg, retired in May of 2012. Since his arrival in 
2005, he has strongly supported the IRE and its activities, 
becoming an important partner and friend of the institute. 
In forty years of diplomatic career he has worked amongst 
others in Berlin and Warsaw. IRE Chairman Franz Schaus-
berger honored his engagement at a farewell-lunch on 
11th May 2012.
Picture: IRE Secretary General Joachim Fritz, Consul Gene-
ral Zoran Jeremić and IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger

Farewell to Consul General 
Zoran Jeremić

IRE-Member

Zalaegerszeg – 
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Just one month after the formation of the government under 
the leadership of Victor Ponta, local election took place on 
10th June in Romania. The following institutions have been 
elected: councils of villages, cities and municipalities, 41 coun-
ty councils, presidents of the county councils and mayors. The 
general outcome of the elections has been a clear victory for 
the Social Liberal Union (USL) party of the incumbent Prime 
Minister Ponta. The USL got 49% in the county elections, 33% 
at the mayoral elections and 32% at the elections for the local 
councilors, whereas the Liberal Democrats (PDL) just collected 
14%, 15% and 13% of the votes. 
In the capital Bucharest, the independent candidate Sorin 
Oprescu, supported by the Social Liberal Union, has been con-
firmed as mayor, a position he has held since 2008. As in the 
previous elections, representatives from the Hungarian and 
the German minority have been able to conquer several man-
dates in cities and counties. Amongst others, Klaus Iohannis 
has been confirmed as mayor of Sibiu. 
In this regard, the IRE congratulates the representatives of its 
Romanian members on the successful elections. 

 InfoCenter: Großglockner Hochalpenstraßen AG, Tel. +43 (0) 662 / 87 36 73-0, info@grossglockner.at

THE ADVENTURE.
THE ROAD. 

THE MOUNTAIN.

  grossglockner. at

HIGH ALPINE ADVENTURE FOR NATURE LOVERS AND LEISURELY DRIVERS

High Alpine RoadHigh Alpine RoadHigh Alpine RoadHigh Alpine RoadHigh Alpine RoadHigh Alpine RoadGrossglockner Hochalpenstrasse

The Grossglockner High Alpine Road is one of the most fascinating panorama roads in Europe, leading over a length of 48 
kilometers into the Hohe Tauern National Park. Towering high above the Pasterze Glacier, the Grossglockner seems almost within 
reach. Changing exhibitions, themed trails, children‘s playgrounds and grandiose views are your guarantee for a memorable day.
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The Montenegrin politician Nebojša Medojević met 
an IRE delegation during a study visit to Salzburg.

He is a member of the national parliament in Podgorica and 
Chairman of the National Council for European Integration. As 
the leader of the opposition party Pokret za Promjene (Move-
ment for Changes), he collected 17% of the votes at the presi-
dential elections in 2008. Together with Aaron Gottardi, Euro-
pean Affairs Assistant at the IRE and Bernd Petrisch, member 
of the IRE Advisory Board, Medojević discussed future coo-
peration between the IRE and Montenegrin cities and towns. 
Because of the small dimension of the country (ca. 700.000 in-
habitants, 13.800 km²) there is no intermediate administrative 
level between the national government and the municipalities.
„For a strengthened development of Montenegro the country 
needs partners from all over Europe and the IRE could be one 
of these. There are still many questions to be solved at the local 
level, what we need is a transfer of know-how from companies 

First talks about IRE 
cooperation with cities 

from Montenegro in 
Salzburg

and institutions“, Medojević declared.
The European Council welcomed the recommendation of the 
European Commission regarding the opening of official acces-
sion negotiations, which have started in June this year.

Bernd Petrisch, member of the IRE Advisory Board, Nebojša 
Medojević and Aaron Gottardi, European Affairs Assistant at 
the IRE

Local Elections in Romania confirmed 
support for ruling party

IRE-chairman Franz Schausberger met the Member 
of the Bulgarian Parliament Assen Agov (middle) 
and Former Bulgarian Ambassador in Austria Kiril 
Kalev (right) in Sofia on 31 May 2012. He also had 
meetings with the Austrian Ambassador in Sofia, 
Gerhard Reiweger and the Austrian Trade Commis-
sioner, Michael Angerer.

Meetings in 
Sofia

In Pitesti, Tudor Pendiuc coll-
ected almost 70% of the votes. 
With his confirmation, he remains 
Romania’s longest running ma-
yor, serving the position for over 
20 years. With 45% of the votes, 
Ion Lungu remains mayor of Su-
ceava, while Gabriel Boriga in 
Targoviste has been confirmed 
as mayor with 55% of the votes. 
In Arad, where the IRE has orga-
nized a Europe Day in April of this 
year, Nicolae Ioțcu won a second 
mandate as County President. 
Contemporarily, Falca Gheorge 
has been reconfirmed as mayor 
of Arad.

Tudor Pendiuc, Mayor of Pitesti, and Franz Schausberger

Nicolae Ioțcu, County 
President of Arad

Gabriel Boriga, Mayor of 
Targoviste

Ion Lungu, Mayor of 
Suceava
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* * *  I N F O  * * *
LOCATION:
VIENNA-TEC 2012 at the Messe Wien, 
Vienna (Austria)
Halls A,B,C and D

ORGANISER:
Reed Messe Wien GmbH,
Messeplatz 1, PO box 277,
A-1021 Vienna, Austria

FOR EXHIBITORS: 
Interested in taking part at the VIENNA-TEC 
2012? See http://www.vienna-tec.at/en/anmeldung/
index.html for details and registration.
Space rent (minimum stand size 12 sqm)
from 130 / sqm to 146 / sqm
Prices do not include taxes and duties.

YOUR CONTACTS:
VIENNA-TEC / AUSTRIA
Eveline Sigl – Exhibition Manager
Eva Szekeres, Julia Tatzber – 
Exhibition Coordinator
T: +43 (0)1 727 20-2104 or 2132 or 2136
F: +43 (0)1 727 20-2185, E: vienna-tec@messe.at 

CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE, EURASIA
Schwarz & Partner CEE Promotion
Viatcheslav Konchine, MBA
CZ-110 00 Prague 1, Senovazne nam. 23
T: +420 (603) 278 654, E: eurokontakt@spexpo.eu 

FOR VISITORS:
VIENNA-TEC 2012 opens on Tuesday 9th to 
Friday 12th October. 
Opening times: Tuesday to Thursday 9 am – 6 pm 
and Friday 9 am – 5 pm

For more details please see the VIENNA-TEC
homepage: www.vienna-tec.at 

VIENNA TO HOST POPULAR COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY PLATFORM VIENNA-TEC 2012 FOR 4TH TIME

Austria’s historic and beautiful capital Vi-
enna is a must see from 9th-12th October 

2012 when commerce and industry meet up 
in the stylish and modern Messe Wien. Key 
facts: meet the CEE and SEE, 60,000 sq. 
meters of exhibition space and innovations 
from all over the world.

From 9th to 12th October the VIENNA-TEC 

(www.vienna-tec.at/en) opens doors at the Mes-

se Wien in Vienna, Austria. It will be the fourth 

edition of a successful international trade fair 

and communication platform for the industry 

and business location Austria and the CEE/SEE 

region. Since 2006 the VIENNA-TEC, which is 

organized by renown trade fair specialist Reed 

Exhibitions, bi-annually presents six industry 

trade fairs at the Messe Wien: “Automation 

Austria”, “Energy-Tec”, “IE Industrieelektronik”, 
“Intertool”, “Messtechnik” and “SCHWEISSEN/

JOIN-EX” all being standalone shows but united 

under the overall roof of the VIENNA-TEC. The 

VIENNA-TEC is a prominent interregional trade 

show for the industry and the producing trade 

in Austria. Its prime regional focus on CEE and 

SEE attracts numerous companies and delega-

tions from neighbouring countries since the fi rst 

edition. 

Going East 
This year it seems that the VIENNA-TEC 

reaches out even more into the east than ever 

before with delegations from South Ural, the 

Russian industry region Tscheljabinsker Oblast, 

Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Kaliningrad, the 

Chuvash Republic and Omsk already claiming 

their visit in late October. Certainly not to the 

detriment of Austrian industrial companies 

as these regions are upcoming and most 

interesting future markets. Already meetings 

between representatives from the South Ural 

region e.g. and Slovakian companies are being 

scheduled. And for the 9th October 2012 the 

VIENNA-TEC organizers arrange for a Slova-

kian cooperation exchange. 

All About Innovation
The 2012 VIENNA-TEC edition strongly focuses 

on the key note for innovation. Innovation means 

getting a step ahead and VIENNA-TEC organi-

zers and exhibitors alike will picture tomorrow’s 

technologies under the leading motif of the trade 

fair “innovation@industry”. Reed Exhibitions 

aims to strengthen the grade of innovation 

amongst the industry making the VIENNA-

TEC a perfect surrounding for presenting the 

business’s own revolutionary news. 

Special display IT@industry
IT@industry is the 2012 special showcase at the 

VIENNA-TEC. It focuses on IT used in industry 

businesses, IT solution products and services for 

production processes. Perfect compatibility and 

link-ups between the infrastructure of industrial 

plants and control systems with the necessary IT 

setups is an essential factor for manufacturing 

businesses in achieving success. With this focus 

IT providers will for sure attract the attention 

they deserve and help to provide the information 

trade visitors are seeking.

Getting ready for VIENNA-TEC 2012
It is still time until the 2012 VIENNA-TEC will 

take place in Vienna, but it is the best time to 

plan a visit well ahead. Although with plenty of 

most comfortable hotel space in the area at hand, 

the VIENNA-TEC attracts up to 30,000 visitors 

from the European region (in 2010), and closer 

to the date rooms are a scarce good. So get ready 

for the VIENNA-TEC 2012 straight away. «

Sparks the industry – the VIENNA-TEC at the Messe Wien, Austria.  © Reed Messe Wien / A. Kolarik

www.vienna-tec.at
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„Local democracy and good governance“ was the 
title of a CIVEX-seminar of the Committee of the Re-
gions which was held at Valamar Lacroma Dubrovnik 
Hotel in Dubrovnik on 21st June 2012.

The main objective of the seminar under the chair of Luc 
Van den Brande was to share experiences of EU Member 
States and Croatia on local self-governance policies and 

lessons learned from projects on the support of good gover-
nance at local and regional levels. The spectrum of tools that 
can help local authorities to improve their key functions and 
contribute to achieving the modernisation agenda was also 
one of the main topics. The meeting was hosted by Nikola 
Dobroslavić, president of the region of Dubrovnik-Neretva. 80 
members of CIVEX as well as representatives of Croatian muni-
cipalities, cities and towns took part in this event. 
President Van den Brande, President Dobroslavić and Zvo-
nimir Frka Petešič, Head of the Directorate for Support to 
Croatia’s EU Accession Process of Croatia’s Ministry of Foreign 
and European Affairs, took part in the press conference, which 
was held after the opening of the seminar. 
President Dobroslavić emphasized the importance of the 
Committee of the Regions and the role of the Croatian obser-
vers, which take part in its activities and in the process of opi-
nion making, but still cannot take part in decision making. The 
observer status is very useful since it contributes to getting to 
know the functionality not only of the Committee of the Regi-
ons but also other institutions of the EU. 
President Van den Brande pointed out that the Committee of 
the Regions is the first institution to meet in Republic of Croatia 
after the signing of the treaty of accession. “We have a common 
task to build a political union which is hard under the current 
circumstances, but with a multi level governance and if each 
level takes its part of the responsibility, from local, regional to 
the national governance levels, we can achieve this. It is im-

Reliable multi level governance 
is important for Croatia

Upper picture from left: Nikola Dobroslavić, President of the 
region of Dubrovnik-Neretva, Luc Van den Brande, CIVEX-
chairman,  Zvonimir Frka Petešić from the Croatian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

portant for Croatia to surmount difficulties and to realize the 
already made goals of economic development and growth. It 
is also important to have a reliable administrative system, a 
good legislative frame and division of power and responsibi-
lities at all governance levels” he said. He also emphasized the 
importance of 
fighting corrup-
tion in order to 
achieve the al-
ready mentioned 
goals, which is 
also a topic of this 
seminar.



Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire

You can find us on Facebook 
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In recent weeks, the scientific series of the IRE has 
been enlarged by four new editions.

Ms MMag. Eva Winkler from Salzburg presented her paper 
with the title “The Current Economic Situation in the Slovene 
Region of Koroška: A Study of the Municipality of Prevalje”. The 
paper deals with the topic of economic development in the 
Slovene Regions, especially with the situation in the munici-
pality of Prevalje. After evaluating the current situation the po-
tential development capabilities are formulated.

The second new edition has been elaborated by Olivia Hege-
düs. She focused on the basic law for local government in Hun-
gary as well as on its changes with the bounds of the Basic Law. 
Born in Hungary, she studies Law at the University of Salzburg 
and spent a research period from February till March at the IRE. 

In the same period also Ms. Julie Dalmoro from Strasbourg 
worked at the IRE as an intern. Her written study is focusing on 
the French oversee-areas and regions, which can be distingu-
ished between départements et collectivités d’outre-mer and 
regions with a privileged status for their juridical relations to 
the European Union. Ms. Dalmoro is currently enrolled at the 
University of Salzburg where she is completing the master pro-
gramme European Union Studies.

Finally, Ms. Alexandra Kovanetz M.A. M.A. presented the re-
sults of her research on the topic Decentralization Processes 
in Europe, focusing on the implemented reform in Denmark of 
2007. She grew up in Augsburg and had studied political sci-
ences and iberoromanism at the Julius-Maximilian-University 
Würzburg. She is now PhD candidate at the Graduate School 
Law Economics and Society Würzburg, researching the topic of 
regionalism in Europe.

It is always a pleasure for the IRE if its supporting mem-
bers achieve new targets. In this regard we are proud to 
announce that Harald Kohlberger, Managing Director of 

mm1 Consulting, is going to integrate his consulting company 
into the Germany-based Consileon.

Consileon is one of the ten major consulting groups in Ger-
many, with more than 250 employees and annual revenues 
of about 37 million Euros. Along the headquarter in Karlsru-
he, the company has representation offices in Switzerland, 
Poland and Ukraine. With the integration of mm1, Consile-
on expands its activities and services to the Austrian mar-
ket. At a meeting with the IRE-chairman  Franz Schausber-
ger in Salzburg on Tuesday, 19th June, both Kohlberger and 
Consileon Partner Hans Schuster confirmed the reciprocal 
advantages. „Joining forces with Consileon is a further im-
portant milestone on our journey. We are already well-esta-
blished as management consultancy on the Austrian mar-
ket, and we are delighted to be flying the Consileon flag 
since May“, as Kohlberger explains. 

Also Schuster welcomes this step: „The consulting know-
ledge that mm1 has acquired in recent year will enrich the 
expertise of Consileon in Germany.“ „On the other hand, we 
enlarge our portfolio to new sectors as automotive and re-
tail“, adds Kohlberger.

IRE Member mm1 
Consulting becomes 
Consileon Austria

From left: Franz Schausberger, Harald Kohlberger, Hans 
Schuster, Joachim Fritz

Decentralization processes in Europe and the Local Government in Hungary

New Editions in the IRE Scientific Series

Every edition is available in 
written or electronic form at a 
price of 20€.

IRE  is sponsored 
by




