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At the very beginning of our mandate, the Government of the Re-
public of Croatia and myself in my function as the first Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Economy, Labour and Entrepre-

neurship have decided to start a strong initiative on creating a new in-
vestment cycle by realizing already existing and starting new projects in 
order to strengthen economic growth and create jobs.
We are taking measures in order to stimulate all economically justifiable 
investments in public sector as well as new projects with private contri-
bution of capital in the field of public private partnerships and energy ef-
ficiency in order to create preconditions for investments in private sector 
and a positive investment environment in general. 
I see the highest potential for investment in Croatia in the energy sector, 
especially in development of renewable energy sources, in tourism, in-
frastructure as well as in the processing industry.
Through the accession to the EU in 2013 Croatia is in a better condition 
for attracting foreign capital. We have to recognize this as a chance and 
we have to start working on it immediately. There are many reasons for 
European companies for investing in Croatia, which will have an impact 
on the enhancement of the investment potential for sure. 
Some of the projects Croatia urgently needs today I have already initia-
lized and realized as the president of the Varaždin County.
The Region Varaždin joined the IRE network in the year 2005 as a “sup-
port Member” when I was President of Varaždin County at that time. The 
cooperation has been very intensive from the first moment on and the 
Region of Varaždin became the host of the first IRE Expert Conference 
on “EU Subsidies for the Croatian Regions” in autumn 2006. Furthermo-
re Varaždin Development Agency (AZRA) and IRE Salzburg have started 
a close cooperation and initiated several common initiatives on cross 
border regional cooperation. I still remember many high ranking expert 
conferences in Salzburg and Vienna in the years 2007 until 2010. Within 
the EU Project “Lucky Four Leaf Clover Project” the region of Varaždin pla-
yed a very active role in the implementation phase. On 16/17 June 2011 
another expert conference on “The expectations of the Croatian Regions 
towards the EU” took place in Varaždin.
I am therefore looking forward to continue my close cooperation with 
the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) in Salzburg and personal 
friendship with IRE President Franz Schausberger.

Finally I wish the IRE all the best for the next initiatives and further pro-
jects in the near future!

Radimir Čačić
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy, 

Labour and Entrepreneurship of Croatia
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Chairman Franz Schausberger opened the conference with 
a short retrospection. „Already in 2003 we discussed here in 
Seeon about similar issues. Even though in some sectors it was 
possible to achieve positive results, in important areas like in 
public health care there is still a lack of cooperation, permitting 
therefore inefficiency“. 
The Vice-President of the Land Salzburg, Wilfried Haslauer 
spoke of the cooperation in the traffic sector with Bavaria. In 

this regard the launch of a trans-regional railway between the 
two regions can be evaluated as a big success. In his speech 
Haslauer showed himself as a strong supporter of the Europe-
an principle of subsidiarity: „It is crucial for the regional deve-
lopment of the economy and the society and it starts already 
in the smallest social unit, the family“, he said.
The representative of the Bavarian government, Silvia Bader, 
gave an overview about the trans-border cooperation bet-
ween the regions within the framework of the future common 
strategy for the Alpine region. Similarly to the already existing 
strategy for the Danube region, the specific properties of the 
alpine regions should be more integrated in this strategy in or-
der to potentiate their prospective.
One of the highlights of the conference has been the presenta-
tion of Peter Schenk, the responsible desk officer for Germany 
at the DG Regional Policy of the European Commission. In the 
light of the upcoming funding period 2014 – 2020 he explained 
the major changes and the peculiarities which should be consi-
dered. Amongst others, the principles and goals of the Europe 
2020 framework will play an even more important role for the 
planning and implementation of EU projects. Furthermore, the 
addressees of the funds may benefit from an increased margin 
to implement the financial means: 20% of them may be used 
also outside the settled programme areas.
After the working lunch, the afternoon started with a penal 
discussion about regional cooperation in energy and traffic 
sectors. Wolfgang Anzengruber, CEO of Verbund, the ma-
jor Austrian energy supplier, presented in a key-note speech 
the future development of his company. Its role as an impor-
tant player in the energy sector is going to be strengthened 
through further expansions in Austria and Bavaria. Future in-
vestments are planned in order to increase the capacities. They 
include above all decentralized facilities, like energy storages 
and power plants. The importance of an equilibrated energy 
mix has been emphasized once again by Martin Greisberger, 
Mayor of the municipality Thalgau. He favors a master plan for 
Salzburg and South Eastern Bavaria: „It must have a long term 

Europe means building bridges 
– high interest in trans-border 
cooperation

The expert conference of the Institute of the Regions 
of Europe (IRE) on 14th March 2012 demonstrated that 
trans-border cooperation is still a hot topic for decisi-
on makers in politics and economy in Bavaria, Salz-
burg and Upper Austria. More than 100 participants 
followed the invitation of the IRE and met in Seeon 
to discuss about economic potential and cooperation 
possibilities between the border regions of Salzburg, 
Bavaria and Upper Austira. This topic is important es-
pecially on the local level: one third of the participants 
are mayors or other high-ranking public officials from 
cities, towns and municipalities.

IRE Expert 
Conference 

in Seeon,
Bavaria

Otto Wiesheu, former Bavarian Minister of State for Economy, 
and Peter Schenk, European Commission, DG Regional Policy.
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character, e. g. 15 – 20 years, and should not be focused just 
until the next political elections“.
Due to its role as the major traffic hub in this cross-border re-
gion, the Salzburg Airport has been one central topic of the 
discussion. Its spokesman Alexander Klaus underlined the 
economic importance of the counties in Southern Bavaria, sin-
ce up to 30% of the passengers come from this region. Because 
of the fact that the airport is situated directly at the border bet-
ween Austria and Germany, the impacts of the aircraft noises 
are a matter of cross-border cooperation as well. In this regard, 
Klaus announced a new approach system, which is going to 
be introduced this summer and will considerably decrease the 
noise pollution for the neighboring municipalities on both 
sides of the border.
Birgit Muth, journalist at the Bavarian Television, moderated 
the following panel discussion about cross-border coopera-
tions in the sectors of economy and tourism. Amongst others,
Leo Bauernberger, managing director of the SalzburgerLand 
Tourisus, advocated a deeper marketing concept which should 
include the border Bavarian and Salzburg regions. A common 
strategy would be beneficial for these regions, since each re-
gion could mutually benefit from the touristic opportunities 
of the other. Furthermore, he is convinced that seasonal dis-
tinctions in the tourism sector are going to vanish, as a part of 
a major trend. Instead, year-round tourism will become domi-
nant.
In this context Manfred Kösterke, Mayor of Traunstein, em-
phasized the necessity of an improved educational system, 
in order to provide the economy with high-skilled workforce. 
«This is the only option we have if we want to guarantee the 
quality and the future of our regional economy and tourism», 
he said. In regard to the existing marketing concepts he stated 

that Austrian municipalities are still one step ahead, because 
they put a strong focus on it already at an early stage.
Finally, Franz Schausberger concluded the conference with 
an explicit remark on the rich variety of the potentials for cross-
border cooperations. „For their implementation we need for 
sure efficient initiatives, but even more important is the will of 
the political decision makers on both sides“.

The main statements from the 
press conference
 
Franz Schausberger: „Regional small and medium 
enterprises are still skeptical about the integrated mar-
kets, instead of focusing on the real chances and oppor-
tunities coming from the integration“.

Hermann Steinmassl: „The review of today about what 
has been done in cross-border cooperation reveals that 
many important issues must still be addressed“.

Ferdinand Tiefnig: „The European integration means 
building bridges. Therefore, we must stop to see langu-
ages and borders as obstacles”.

Dieter Friese (Vice-President Euregio Spree-Neise-
Bober): „Border regions are special and have distinct 
peculiarities. The European Commission should take 
this fact into consideration and make an adaption to the 
programme planning of the structural funds “.

Otto Wiesheu (former Bavarian Minister of State): 
„Regional cooperation is an essential tool for the econo-
mic and social development. Nevertheless, some topics 
can be regulated efficiently only on the central level“.

Peter Schenk (EU-Commission): „The European Com-
mission is fully aware of the importance of cross-border 
cooperation and is dedicating appropriate attention to 
it“.

The first panel discussion about energy and traffic: Gunter 
Mackinger, Martin Greisberger, Erwin Schneider, Hermann 
Steinmaßl, Stefanie Osman-Schenker, Wolfgang Anzengru-
ber, Alexander Klaus, Michael Scherz (from left).

Erwin Schneider, Hermann Steinmaßl, District Administra-
tor of Traunstein  and Stefanie Osman-Schenker

The second panel discussion about economy and tourism: 
Franz Hirnsperger, Leo Bauernberger, Manfred Kösterke, 
Birgith Muth, Thomas Birner, Rainer Bindig, Günter Maislin-
ger (from left)

Helmut 
Falschlehner, 

Wolfgang Friess 
and Martin 

Greisberger

Sivlia Bader, Government Offi-
cial, State Chancellery of Bavaria

Wolfgang Anzengruber, 
CEO Verbund AG

Wilfried Haslauer, Vice Pre-
sident of Salzburg County

Otto Wiesheu, former Bavarian 
Minister of State for Economy
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Dieses Projekt 
wird aus Mitteln 
des Europäischen 
Fonds für Regionale 
Entwicklung (EFRE)
kofinanziert.
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» Short distances, 
fast service, 
friendly people.«

» That‘s why we fly from 
Salzburg Airport.«

Commission President José Manuel Barro-
so opened the summit with a speech that 
focused on the key role of European urban 
areas in contributing to our growth and jobs 
agenda. The President gave concrete examp-

les of proposed measures, such as a 5% minimum ring-
fencing for the purpose of an integrated sustainable 
urban development and 400 million Euros set aside for 
urban innovative actions.
Barosso pointed out that „European cities have been hit 
very hard by the crisis in particular with regard to unem-
poloyment, in particular youth unemployment. But as 
well as being confronted with major challenges, cities 
have a remarkable capacity to find new innovative ways 
to deal with a fast-changing societal, economic and en-
vironment reality“. Mr Barroso also emphasised the key 
role that European cities play in realising the EU 2020 tar-
gets for jobs, investment, research, education and social 
inclusion. 
President Barroso concluded with a strong plea: „I think 
it is critically important that the leaders of the cities, the 
leaders of the local authorities in Europe, take a stronger 
role in the debate in the defence of Europe.“
Committee of the Regions (CoR) President Mercedes 
Bresso said, that despite the European cohesion policy, 
the EU cities’ full potential has not yet been fully reached. 
Therefore there is a need for a coherent and integrated 
EU policy for urban areas together with a genuine multi-
level approach.
Helle Thorning-Schmidt, Prime Minister of Denmark and 
President-in-office of the EU Council, was eager to refer 
to sustainable development as a means to overcome the 
economic crisis: „The input of Europe’s cities and regions 

5th European Summit of Regions and Cities in Copenhagen:

Cities as Centers of Innovation

The 5th European Summit of Regions and Cities took place on the 22 and 23 March 2012. This 
high-level event was dedicated to „The European urban fabric in the 21st century“, a con-
cept taking account of the long-standing capacity of European cities and regions to re-invent 
themselves in terms of liveability, with enhanced cultural, economic and social exchanges 
generated by innovative urban planning.

is essential if the transition towards the green economy is to 
become a practical reality in our daily lives. Cities and regions 
are in the front line of sustainable development“. 
The European Parliament’s President, Martin Schulz, insisted 
on the fact that cities have to be innovation centres that are 
also able to satisfy the basic needs of their citizens: „Cities are 
systems of innovation. They are in constant transformation and 
need to satisfy people‘s basic needs, such as housing, living, 
schools, clean water, hospitals and safe and reliable transport. 
This is why equal, open and free access to public services is the 

cornerstone of the European social model. We need to urgently 
put in place a European framework for public services that aims 
at creating legal certainty while guaranteeing local autonomy 
and security, especially in these times of economic crisis“. 
The participating Mayors and Presidents of regions from all EU 
Member States adopted the „Copenhagen Declaration“, which 
sets out clear goals for European cities: striving for climate-neu-
trality, social inclusiveness, higher investment in human capital, 
education and health, physical infrastructure and new techno-
logies, as well as better integration into their surroundings.

1 2 3

4 5 61  Franz Schausberger and Martin Schulz, President 
of European Parliament  2  The Podium  3  From 
left to right: Constantin Ostaficiuc, President of the 
County Council Timis, Vasile Sava, Mayor of Țăndărei, 
Franz Schausberger (IRE), Decebal Arnăutu, Mayor 
of Târgu Neamț.  4  Alija Behmen, Mayor of Sarajevo  
5  Wolfgang Schuster, Mayor of Stuttgart  6  Dobrica 
Milovanovic, Kragujevac, Association of Local De-
mocracy Agencies (ALDA)
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Arad County has been an active partner 
in the IRE network since 2008. The coun-
ty in Western Romania is a dynamic re-
gional player and a host city for several 
Austrian enterprises. 

Workshop “Regions in Europe – 
Chances and Possibilities”

The Europe Day started with the work-
shop  „Regions in Europe – Chances and 
Possibilities“. The main aim was to dis-
cuss the topics of European funds and 
the implementation of respective pro-
jects. Romania plays a crucial role in the 
Regional Policy of the EU. As Commis-
sioner Johannes Hahn stated several 
weeks ago, Romania has implemented 
only about 7% of the available financi-
al means in the current funding period 
2006 – 2013. IRE chairman Franz Schaus-
berger addressed in his introduction 
this problem. 
Arad County President Nicolae Iotcu is 
aware of the issue as well: „This work-
shop is an important chance for our 
County to strengthen the economic de-
velopment“. In order to provide useful 
know-how, the IRE invited three experts 
to Arad. 
As the director of the Regional Develop-
ment Agency in Timisoara, Sorin Maxim 
was able to offer a detailed framework 
about the residual financial resources 
for Arad County. 
From Bucharest came Milena Messo-
ri, Head of Mission of the European In-
vestment Bank (EIB) in Romania. In the 
year 2011, the EIB subscribed loans for 

917 Bio. Euro for Romania. A substantial 
part is used to finance investments of 
SME and infrastructure projects. A good 
example is the motorway between Arad 
and Nadlac (39 km): the construction 
requires 256 Mio. Euro, up to now it is 
planned for the EIB to provide loans 
which amount to 40 Mio. Euro. 
Another guest form Bucharest was Jo-
hannes Becker. The Austrian business-
man has been in Romania for several 
years. With his company Becker Consult 
he advices private enterprises and pu-
blic institutions in regard to European 
projects and the access to financial me-
ans from the European Union. About 55 
mayors and other public officials partici-
pated at the workshop in the Hotel Con-
tinental Forum in Arad. 
„As the IRE we see it as our duty to pro-
mote the economic and social develop-
ment of regions and cities in Europe. 
With such events as today we can contri-
bute very much to it, especially in coun-
tries as Romania“, Franz Schausberger 
stated after the workshop. 
In the audience were also representa-
tives of the Austrian companies ASA, 
HAI Alluminium and Hengl, which have 
generously supported the Europe Day. 
They were convinced of the utility of the 
workshop: «We appreciate it when ex-
pertise is passed over. In the long term, 
more projects are planned, consecuti-
vely we can participate in an increased 
number of public tenders, where we 
compete successfully due to our high-
quality products and services», one of 
the managers said.

Café d’Europe Régional: 
Discussion with young people

In the afternoon of the same day, the 
Strudel Ice Café in the local shopping 
mall hosted the Café d’Europe Régio-
nal. Together with Asociatia Educatio, a 
local youth organization, more than 80 
students participated in this event. Arad 
County has been represented by Nico-
lae Iotcu and the City of Arad by the Ma-
yor of Arad, Falca Gheorge. As panelists 
participated also the Austrian Ambassa-
dor in Bucharest, H. E. Michael Schwar-
zinger and Edith Predorf, Deputy Head 
of Mission of the Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce in Bucharest. 
During the discussion two hot topics 
emerged. Firstly, what are the job pos-
sibilities of young graduates in the in-
tegrated Europe and in Romania. Ms. 
Predorf emphasized the role of Austri-
an companies in Romania: „We can es-

IRE supports regional development 
in Western Romania

Since this year, the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) offers the so 
called IRE Europe Day package to its members. It consists not only of the 
already familiar Café d’Europe Régional but also includes a workshop with 
experts on specific issues of a high importance for cities and regions, as well 
as meetings with local Europe Direct Information Point. The first IRE Europe 
Day has been held in Arad, Romania, on 19th and 20th April. Together with 
Arad County, the IRE organized two events which reached more than 150 
persons. The IRE has been represented by its chairman Franz Schausberger, 
the Secretary General Joachim Fritz, Wolfgang Friess, Member of the Advi-
sory Board, and Aaron Gottardi, responsible for Public Affairs.

timate that Austrian capital generated 
more than 100.000 jobs in the last deca-
de. Therefore I want to give you a strong 
message: Austrian companies are big 
investors in this country and they al-
ways look for high motivated and skilled 
professionals. This is a good opportuni-
ty for you to start your job experiences“. 
Ambassador Schwarzinger invited the 
participants to apply for the various Eu-
ropean exchange programs, „In order 
to make important experiences abroad 
that might be useful to improve your 
country“.
The second topic the discussion focused 
on has been the questions of minorities, 
first and foremost the issue of Roma 
and Sinti people in Romania. Several 
persons presented their experiences in 
working with them. A principal conclusi-
on of this debate was the claim for more 
public support of private initiatives and 
projects. Furthermore, the EU was asked 

to change its approach to a more con-
crete one. Franz Schausberger wel-
comed this inputs and underlined the 
importance of a good functioning mi-
nority policy. Nevertheless „such specific 
questions may resolved only at the nati-
onal level. The EU and its member states 
can give strong support to this country, 
but it is up to the decision makers in Ro-
mania to implement a successful policy 
with adequate instruments“, he stated.

Visit at Europe Direct Information 
Point Arad

As a conclusion of the Europe Day, the 
IRE delegation met the staff of the Eu-
rope Direct Information Point Arad on 
Friday, 20th April. Its desk officer Rares 
Bulai gave an overview about the most 
frequent questions they have to answer 
and the events they organize. The next 
Europe Days will be held in Banja Luka 
(BiH) in May and in Pitesti (RO) in October.

Participants of the Workshop: Jo-
hannes Becker (Entreprneur), Milena 
Messori (Head of Mission of the office of 
the European Investment Bank (EIB) in 
Romania), Franz Schausberger (IRE), So-
rin Maxim (Director of the Regional De-
velopment Agency in Timisoara), Micha-
el Schwarzinger (Austrian Ambassador 
in Bucharest)  and Vasile Onofrei (Hono-
rary consul of Austria in Timisoara)

The Podium of Café d‘Europe discus-
sion: Vasile Onofrei, Mihaela Stanescu, 
Edith Predorf (Deputy Head of Mission 
of the Austrian Chamber of Commerce 
in Bucharest), Franz Schausberger (IRE), 
Nicolae Iotcu (Arad County President), 
Adrian Costin Hristescu, H. E. Michael 
Schwarzinger (Austrian Ambassador 
in Bucharest), Falca Gheorge (Mayor of 
Arad) 

At the Europe Direct Information 
Point: Joachim Fritz (IRE), Aaron Gottar-
di (IRE), Consuela Pop, Ariana Pendiuc, 
Claudiu Cernea, Witman Anikó, Franz 
Schausberger (IRE), Jürgen Springsits 
(Country Manager ASA), Rares Bulai 
(Desk officer EDIP)

Impressiones from the auditorium 
of workshop and of Café d‘Europe

Photo right: Arad County President Ni-
colae Iotcu
Below: Jürgen Springsits (Country Ma-
nager ASA), Florin Teodor Velici (Direc-
tor Wastes Management Integrated 
System Arad)
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Edith Predorf, Deputy 
Head of Mission of the 

Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce in Bucharest
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Eine Bühne für jeden Geschmack
Ob mit Aufführungen von Weltstars wie Anna 
Netrebko, David Garrett, Paul Anka, Musical-
Highlights, Konzertabende oder ob mit sport-
lichen Actionsshows: Die Erste Bank Wiener 
Stadthalle bringt für ihr Publikum ein vielsei-
tiges Programm.

Highlights:

Alice im Wunderland jr.
16.6. & 17.6.2012

Aladdin jr.
29.4., 13.5. &
25.11.2012

Holiday on Ice Speed
ab Jänner 2013

Die lange Nacht des 
Rock‘n Roll
24.10.2012

Wiener
Comedian Harmonists
24.05.2012

Diana Krall
4.11.2012

Central Danube: development 
of infrastructure in a Europe 
without borders

11

The enlarged Europe offers new cross-border 
economic possibilities. Central Danube Region 
Marketing & Development GmbH has been foun-
ded nine years ago by Raiffeisen and the city of 
Vienna: it aims to initiate and to develop sustai-
nable infrastructure projects of public interest in 
the Central Danube region.

Far-sightedness is by far the best word to describe the gui-
ding principle of the Central Danube team. At least, it co-
mes to mind when talking to the managing director, Dr. 
Andreas Hopf. «Central Danube positions itself as an in-
strument for acquisition and development. We dispose of 
a huge marketing know-how and skills in the knowledge-
management. With these instruments, we support our cli-
ents and partners in the initiation and structuring of pro-
jects for the local economy in the Central Danube region».
 
The company is doing research and analyses to assess the 
needs and targets of the public sector in the countries of 
Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Hungary and Eastern 
Austria. Projects in this geographic area are prepared and 
evaluated in regard to feasibility, financing and implemen-
tation. This leads to the creation of synergetic relations 
between public interests, which often lacks of realization 
because of limited public financial resources, and the 
profit-oriented engagement of private business. Of a par-
ticularly importance is the political attendance of projects, 
the planning of infrastructure and the transnational com-
munication- and energy nets. Central Danube is financed 
through fees, commissions and management-fees, in se-
lected circumstances also through shareholding-returns 
and sales-returns from projects.
 
Central Danube operates on behalf of its two founding 
partners: the city of Vienna, represented by Wien Holding, 
and the Raiffeisenlandesbank Niederösterreich-Wien AG. 
They have recognized already at an early stage what the 
integrated Europe can offer in terms of trans-border coo-
peration.
The most important project areas of Central Danube are 
the Twin City Liner, energy management and the web plat-
forms mycentrope.com and twincitydanubeforum.net.

The first is a high-speed catamaran, which since 2006 con-
nects the two EU-capitals Vienna and Bratislava on a regu-
lar line connection on the Danube.

In the sector of energy-management, Central Danube of-
fers partial or complete solutions regarding the planning 

Is Central Danube integrated in the EU Strategy for the Da-
nube Region?

As convinced Central Europeans, networking is one of 
our main tasks. It includes not only the citizens of the re-
gion, but also the interest groups, public bodies and opi-
nion leaders, which identify themselves with the Europe-
an idea. In this framework we are constantly in contact 
with the relevant stakeholders, in order to promote our 
common interests. The role of Central Danube is to rea-
lize exemplary infrastructural projects of different kinds. 
All of them have the idea in common to bring together 
the people of the Danube Region and to develop their 
environment.

What will be the next areas of the trans-border activities of 
Central Danube? 

Since its launch, the Twin City Liner has been a huge suc-
cess, therefore we aim to pursue the good management 
of the linear connection between Vienna and Bratislava. 

Concerning the energy sector, we acted true to our motto: 
learn from the demands of your customers. This led us to a 
strong focus towards the needs of our customers and the 
local requirements: we orientated our main activities to-
wards Austria, which brought us very positive results.
In regard to the internet projects we are seeking to impro-
ve and to further develop our already established websites 
mycentrope.com and twincitydanubeforum.net. They are 
the demonstration, that also small, locally limited internet 
projects can be economically successful.
 
What about the Twin City Liner and plans for the future?

As already mentioned the Twin City Liner gets a very good 
feedback by the people in both cities and is profitable sin-
ce it was launched. The main task will be to keep the high 
operating grade of more than 70% in the long term. A high 
potential has undoubtedly the charter service. Apart from 
the line operation, we plan to strengthen it in order to 
promote the Twin City Liner as a possibility for individual, 
high-class leisure excursions. 

with
Andreas Hopf, 

CEO Central Danube Region Marketing 
& Development GmbH

and Member of the IRE Advisory Board 

INTERVIEW

and elaboration of systems for energy-efficiency or energy-
management. An efficient energy management system redu-
ces the energy costs of a facility and facilitates the accounting 
of energy-costs to leasers and cost units.

In the framework of the internet project www.mycentrope.
com in 2010 a platform for information and bookings of „bor-
derless leisure activities“ has been created.
Since 2009, the internet project www.twincitydanubeforum.
net informs the public opinion about important bilateral and 
grass-roots projects of the twin cities Vienna and Bratislava.
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Central Markets for Austrian Business

Due to its geographic situation and its favourable trade fair, trans-
port and traffi c infrastructure, Austria’s expo activity is concentra-

ted upon two main centres of commerce, Vienna and Salzburg. Located 
at the heart of Europe, geographically speaking, the public access and 
industry only trade fairs in Salzburg and Vienna serve more than just 
the domestic market. The location of the expo centres, the concepti-
onal design of the shows and the themes they cover, facilitate access 
to foreign neighbouring regions such as Bavaria and South Tyrol, and 
the Vienna venue in particular also opens doors to the high potential 
growth markets of the CEE and SEE regions. 

Reed Exhibitions is an organiser of public access expos, trade only fairs 
and business events in Austria and has been the clear market leader for 
two decades. Around 11,000 exhibiting businesses and approximately 

950,000 industry and general public visitors from home and abroad 
are attracted by over 30 fairs from Reed’s own portfolio – represen-
ting more than 40 different industries, as well as around 110 external 
events looked after by the Reed Exhibitions Messe Wien ‘third-party 
team’. As organisers we are not bound to any single venue and in prin-
ciple our events are staged wherever the market requires. On top of 
Salzburg and Vienna we also hold events in Linz and Graz. 

Our subsidiaries in Salzburg and Vienna belong to Reed Exhibitions 
in London (www.reedexpo.co.uk) which is part of the Reed Elsevier 
Group (www.reedelsevier. com). Reed Exhibitions oversees more than 
470 events in 37 countries around the globe making it the leading 
private organiser of trade fairs and public access trade shows world-
wide.

•  ABSOLUT ALLRAD www.absolut-allrad.at

•  ALLES FÜR DEN GAST-HERBST www.gastmesse.at 

•  AQUATHERM VIENNA www.aquatherm.at 

•  AUSTROPHARM www.austropharm.at 

•  AUTOZUM www.autozum.at 

•  BAUEN & ENERGIE WIEN www.bauen-energie.at

•  BAUEN+WOHNEN SALZBURG www.bauen-wohnen.co.at

•  BELÉTAGE www.beletage-salzburg.at

•  BWS www.bwsmesse.at

•  CASA (TEXBO) www.casa-messe.at

•  CREATIV SALZBURG FRÜHJAHR/HERBST www.creativsalzburg.at

•  DIE HOHE JAGD & FISCHEREI www.hohejagd.at

•  FERIEN MESSE LINZ www.ferien-linz.at

•  FERIEN MESSE SALZBURG www.ferien-salzburg.at

•  FERIEN MESSE WIEN www.ferien-messe.at

•  FINEFOODDAYS www.fi nefooddays.at

•  FLEISCHERFORUM www.fl eischerforum.at

PLACES TO MEET: SELECT THE IDEAL COMMUNICATION PLATFORM FOR AUSTRIA AND THE ALPS-ADRIATIC-DANUBE REGION

Messe Wien Exhibition & Congress Center Messezentrum Salzburg

 Reed Messe Wien GmbH
 Messeplatz 1, PF 277, A-1021 Wien
T:  +43 (0)1 727 20-0
F:  +43 (0)1 727 20-4709
E: info@messe.at

Reed Messe Salzburg GmbH
Am Messezentrum 6, PF 285, A-5021 Salzburg 
T: +43 (0)662 4477-0
F: +43 (0)662 4477- 4809
E: info@reedexpo.at

•  FRÜHJAHRSORDERTAGE www.fruehjahrsordertage.at

•  FUTURA www.futuramesse.at

•  GEWINN-MESSE www.gewinnmesse.at

•  GEWINN-MONEYWORLD www.moneyworld.at

•  HOTEL & GAST SALZBURG www.hotel-gast.at

•  HOTEL & GAST WIEN www.hotel-gast.at

•  IDEENWELT www.ideen-welt.at

•  INTERPÄDAGOGICA www.interpaedagogica.at

•  JASPOWA & FISCHEREI www.jaspowa.at

•  LEBENSLUST www.lebenslust-messe.at

•  MODELLBAU-MESSE www.modell-bau.at

•  SMART AUTOMATION AUSTRIA www.smart-automation.at 

•  TRACHT & COUNTRY PREMIERE FRÜHJAHR / HERBST www.premiere.trachtsalzburg.at

•  TRACHT & COUNTRY FRÜHJAHR / HERBST www.trachtsalzburg.at 

•  VIENNA AUTOSHOW www.viennaautoshow.at 

•  VIENNA-TEC www.vienna-tec.at

•  WOHNEN & INTERIEUR www.wohnen-interieur.at

RX12_210x297_abf_IRE News.indd   1 03.04.12   10:44

13

IRE-Integration Café 
with State Secretary 
Sebastian Kurz: 
Language Knowledge, 
Engagement and 
Mutual Respect

Already at the end of January the Institute of the 
Regions of Europe (IRE) could welcome its first 
high-ranking guest. Sebastian Kurz, Secretary 

of State for Integration, followed the invitation of IRE 
chairman Franz Schausberger and came to Salzburg 
for an Integration Café. 

Kurz, in spite of his young age of 25 years, has been nominated 
Secretary of State in the framework of government re-shuffle 
in 2011. In the venues of the local Chamber of Commerce 
(WKS), Kurz met citizens who have a migration background, 
in order to discuss about their concerns and the challenges of 
integration.
Within his welcome statement, the Secretary of State gave a 
short overview of his integration policy. It is based on the three 
guiding elements: language acquisition, engagement and 
mutual respect. „Basic principle to promote and to improve 
integration is merit. It is important to clarify this term though: 
merit should not be limited to academic means, it includes also 
success in the job as well as activities in the volunteer sector“, 
said Kurz. At the end of 2011 his office has published the new 
Report on Integration, which indicates twenty measures for a 
successful integration.
During the successful discussion round, which was moderated 

by Franz Schausberger, the plurality of difficulties and chal-
lenges persons with migration background have to deal with 
emerged. These include first and foremost discrimination in 
public life as well as a lack of respect. In this context the fact has 
been stated that not only migrants are confronted with such 
ungratefulness, but also citizens who are already well integra-
ted in the society. Other challenges are the often complicated 
relations with the public administration. One particular issue 
is the recognition of foreign academic degrees and professi-
onal qualifications. «Public officials may not always have the 
necessary skills for the dialogue with migrants. What remains 
is incomprehension towards our special needs», stated a par-
ticipant of the Café.
Finally, Kurz emphasized the importance and necessity of an 
efficient and balanced integration policy. „As the labor markets 
become more and more international, we have the duty to pro-
vide such a policy. Otherwise, Austria would not be prepared 
enough for the challenges of the globalization. Integration is 
an instrument to benefit from the skills and potentials of the 
migrants who come to Austria“.

newsregion 24 / april12
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Schausberger claims 
a regionalization 

process for Serbia
«It has to be recognized that the Serbian plans regarding de-
centralization and regionalization constitute an important 
step in strengthening the regional and local authorities. Such 
measures are essential and a necessary request to start the ne-
gotiation process with the European Union».
As chairman of the working group “Western Balkans” of the 
Committee of the Regions (CoR), Franz Schausberger partici-
pated at the conference “New Regional Policies and European 
Experiences” in Belgrade on 2 and 3 February 2012, which was 
organized by the Serbian Parliament and the Deputy Prime 
Minister Verica Kalanovic (Minister for economy and regional 
development).
Schausberger highly welcomed the decision of the Council 
to grant Serbia the status of a candidate country. «It was an 
important signal, because otherwise the pro-European forces 
would be in a weak position at the next Parliamentary elec-
tions in May». He specified that this decision is not connected 
with any concrete time table for the negotiation process.
Furthermore, Schausberger suggested a reform of the Serbi-
an Constitution. Regional entities should be established, with 

own competences, financial resources and democratically 
elected and legitimized representatives. He hopes that the 
next government makes regionalization and decentralization 
a priority in their agenda. 
The already existing statistical planning regions could be easi-
ly transformed into political units. With this process, the huge 
economic divergences between the Serbian regions could be 
overcome and the rural depopulation in poorer regions could 
be reduced. In this framework the already strong autonomy of 
the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina must be safeguarded, 
whereas the establishing regions should start self-administra-
tion at a lower level.

President of the Tyrolean Paliament Herwig Van Staa, Deputy 
Prime Minister Verica Kalanovic, Franz Schausberger
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CoR welcomes 
Croatian 

observers
For the first time, representatives of Croatian local autho-
rities took formally part in the Committee of the Regions 
(CoR). In the capacity of observers, they participated at the 
94th plenary session in Brussels.
 
In view of the Croatian accession to the European Union in 
2013, representatives from Croatia participated for the first 
time at the 94th Plenary Session of the Committee of the 
Regions (CoR) in Brussels on 15-16 February 2012. Up to the 
final integration, the country is entitled to send an observer 
delegation, composed of nine members, consisting of county 
prefects and mayors. The following persons have been nomi-
nated: Vojko Obersnel, president of the Association of Croatian 
Cities and Mayor of Rijeka (leader of the delegation); Predrag 
Štromar, Prefect of Varaždin County; Ivan Jakovčić, Prefect of 
Istrian County; Siniša Hajdaš Dončić , Prefect of Krapina-Zagor-
je County; Nikola Dobroslavić, Prefect of Dubrovnik-Neretva 
County; Davor Žmegač, Vice-president of the Association of 
Croatian Cities and Mayor of Kutina; Jelena Pavičić Vukičević, 
Member of the Presidency of the Association of Croatian Cities 
and Deputy Mayor of Zagreb; Đuro Bukvić, President of the As-
sociation of Municipalities and Mayor of Lukač; Ivana Posavec 
Krivec, Mayor of Križ.
At the beginning of the plenary session, the leader of the Cro-
atian delegation, Vojko Obersnel, addressed the committee 

The Croatian delegation of observers

County prefect Nikola 
Dobroslavić will host 
the CIVEX external 
meeting in Dubrovnik 
later in the year.

During the 94th plenary session of the Committe of the Regions the 
Croatian delegation met with the President of the European Commis-
sion Jose Manuel Barosso. President Barosso stressed the importance 
of the Committee of the Regions within the European Union. From left 
to right: Nikola Dobroslavić, Vojko Obersnel, President Barroso, Siniša 
Hajdaš Dončić  and Ivan Jakovčić.

members in Croatian language. Istrian County Prefect Ivan 
Jakovčić gave a lecture on European cities as culture capitals 
and emphasized that Istrian County would participate in that 
programme.
Furthermore, he proposed an initiative to develop an annual 
programme for European Regions of Culture, alongside of the 
European Cities – Culture Capitals programme. «Culture is an 
important link between people, cities and regions and repre-
sents an exceptionally important potential for development of 
European economy, particularly tourism», as he pointed out. 
Jakovčić suggested an increased financing of these programs. 
Besides taking part in the plenary session, Croatian represen-
tatives participated in the meetings of their respective political 
groups in the Committee of the Regions – European People‘s 
Party, the Party of European Socialists and European Liberal 
Democrats.
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New IRE Member: Municipality of Prnjavor

Municipality of Prnjavor is located in the north-western part of 
the Republika Srpska and has a surface area of 631.45 km2.  
Around 50.000 inhabitants live in 63 inhabited areas which 

are grouped in 34 communities. There is a 600-km-long transport in-
frastructure in Prnjavor and the railway Banja Luka-Doboj-Sarajevo-
Ploče leads through the municipality. Rivers Ukrina and Vijaka run 
through the municipal area, the last one creates the accumulation 
lake Drenova which serves as the water reservoir for the municipality. 
The most important natural resources are agricultural grounds, woods 
as well as mineral properties and hydro potential which is less signifi-
cant. Most important economic sector is agricultural production. Live-
stock farming is the main agricultural branch. Prnjavor is the munici-
pality with the highest amount of sold milk in the Republika Srpska as 
well as in the whole Bosnia and Herzegovina. The economic structure 
consists for the most part of small private enterprises working in the 
areas of trade and production. Prnjavor has a huge touristic potential, 
e.g. Banja Kulaši with a unique and very therapeutic thermo mineral 
waters, horse farm of Lippizaner of Vučijak, river Ukrina, woods and 
hunting grounds of Motajici, Čavka and Ljubić. The municipality is 
known for its multiethnic structure and tradition as well as for many 
inhabitants who work in the countries of Western Europe.

 InfoCenter: Großglockner Hochalpenstraßen AG, Tel. +43 (0) 662 / 87 36 73-0, info@grossglockner.at

Großglockner Hochalpenstraße

Die Großglockner Hochalpenstraße zählt zu den faszinierendsten Panoramastraßen Europas und führt auf 48 Kilometern mitten 
hinein in den Nationalpark Hohe Tauern. Hoch über dem Pasterzengletscher scheint der Großglockner zum Greifen nah. 
Wechselnde Ausstellungen, Themenwegen, Kinderspielplätzen und grandiose Aussichten versprechen einen unvergesslichen Tag. 

DAS ERLEBNIS.
DIE STRASSE. 

DER BERG.

  grossglockner. at

ALPINE ERLEBNISWELT FÜR NATURLIEBHABER UND GENUSSFAHRER

GrohAG12_Ins_Newsregion_170x120_1202.indd   1 20.02.12   14:10

Bosnia. Today, the herd in Vucijak - about sixty hor-
ses still contains a number of very rare bloodlines, 
which don’t exist anymore in the other EU Lipizzaner populations and therefore has a high genetic value. In 1986, the EU has 
given the Lipizzan horses the status of endangered species. For the future of Vucjiak, it is of paramount importance to under-
stand that Vucjiak must be put on way to sustainability. The best approach to achieve sustainability is to develop a business plan.

The Lipizzan stud farm Vucjiak is located in Prnjavor. 
Vucijak was established in 1945 with the idea of pro-
ducing Lipizzan horses for Northern Bosnia and the 
former Yugoslavia. 
Vucijak is the last stud farm of Lipizzans existing in 
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IRE  is sponsored 
by

IRE  is sponsored 
by

Your town is called also “Little Europe” – why?

At the end of the 19th century, during the time of Austrian-
Hungarian rule, settlers from Eastern and Central Europe 
(Ukraine, Italy, Hungary, Poland, Germany, Austria, Czech 
Republic etc.) came to Prjnavor, an area with an originally 
low residential density. Due to the new settlements from 
around 20 new minority groups the municipality obtained 
its multiethnic character and therefore was nicknamed 
“Little Europe”. Except for Ukrainian, Italian and Czech 
communities the most minority groups assimilated duri-
ng the following decades because of the low numbers of 
their community members. Today the Ukrainian minority is 
the largest minority group in Prnjavor followed by Italians, 
Czechs, Romanians, Poles and a smaller number of Hunga-
rians, Slovaks, Germans, Albanians, Slovenes, Macedonians, 
Russians etc. Even though the peaceful cohabitation has 
often been interrupted in this area, we have succeeded in 
creating an ambient of acceptance and tolerance, which is 
the main characteristic of our municipality, so that we can 
call ourselves “Little Europe” with pride. 
 
What is the potential of Prnjavor as a business location?

Municipality of Prnjavor is characterized by a distinguished 
entrepreneurial tradition and further possibilities for de-
velopment of agricultural and food production. The frame 
of our economic development consists of small and medi-
um enterprises. When it comes to the industrial capacities, 
most companies focus on the construction industry, metal 
processing, food, textile, leather and shoes production in-
dustry. There are also some capacities in the fields of wood 
processing as well as furniture and building material pro-
duction. We see our further economic potential in the de-
velopment of the 330 ha large touristic zone “Vijaka”, which 

will be equipped with municipal infrastructure and energy 
at a low price in order to become an attractive place for po-
tential investors. 
 
What is your opinion about the Croatian accession to the EU?

The accession of the Republic of Croatia to the EU can be 
a major chance towards a European integration for Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and therefore for Republika Srpska, espe-
cially since Croatia has publically declared their willingness 
to help their neighboring countries on their way to the EU 
accession. We have to use the potentials and chances of our 
situation as a border region in order to attract foreign in-
vestors and stimulate economic cooperation. We are aware 
of the fact that Bosnia and Herzegovina won’t only benefit 
from the Croatia’s accession to the EU. Due to this situation 
we will also have to face some problems, especially in the 
field of exports. I believe though that our government will 
find a solution for this problem. 
 
Is any cross-border cooperation with Croatian regions or cities 
planned, or has it already implemented?

When it comes to cross border cooperation and a common 
realization of projects, we haven’t had any certain form of 
cooperation with Croatian cities and towns so far. I believe 
that we will find a Croatian municipality with which we will 
be able to cooperate and realize common projects. We are 
especially interested in cooperation in the field of realiza-
tion of common projects, use of EU funds and transfer of 
experiences Croatia will have as a member of the EU.

with 
Darko Tomaš

Mayor of Prnjavor

INTERVIEW
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The solidarity agreement stipulates 
that the “old” German Länder contri-
bute to the reconstruction of the Eas-
tern Länder. Recently, its mechanism 
has been put into question, since many 
cities and municipalities in the West, 
although suffering from high public 
debts, still have to transfer substantial 
financial means to the East. The IRE as-
ked Nicola Beer about the topic. She is 
Secretary of State for European Affairs 
at the Ministry of Justice of Hesse and 
represents the Bundesland at the IRE.

What are the impacts of the German so-
lidarity agreement on the state budget of 
Hesse?

The agreement is composed of two 
elements: Firstly, the special federal as-
signments for the dismantling of the 
burdens deriving from the division, and 
secondly, flexible federal assignments. 
Because of the federal character of both 
assignments, the Hessian state budget is 
not directly affected by the solidarity ag-
reement.However, the Eastern German 
Länder receive further financial resour-
ces through the financial equalization, 
where Hesse is a significant contributor.

What is the position of Hesse in the current 
debate?
The financial means from the solidarity 

In 20 markets, the focus
is one thing: people.

insurance

ins_regionen_menschen_111x112.indd   1 05.04.12   09:38

agreement (together with the assign-
ments from the financial equalization) 
constitute a substantial part of the re-
venues of the Eastern German Länder. 
They are not responsive to the macroe-
conomic performance. Hesse is strongly 
committed to its duties in the context of 
federal solidarity. Nevertheless, the pro-
portionality has to be questioned, since 
some Eastern German Länder achieve 
positive account balances – contrary to 
Hesse. 

Did the solidarity agreement achieve its 
expectations and should it continue until 
2019, as it has been agreed? 
A recently published survey report 
(„Economic Situation and Perspectives 
of Eastern Germany“, published by the 
Federal Ministry of Interior) demons-
trates that the Eastern German Länder 
have realized a significant economic 
catch-up process. Total convergence, 
however, cannot be achieved. Another 
outcome of the report is the fact that 
a continuous financial support of un-
derdeveloped areas is sub-optimal in 
a macroeconomic view. This means for 
the future: investments in economically 
strong regions are more profitable. Until 
2019 the special federal assignments are 
guaranteed by law without any revision 
clause. 

Do you feel that the economic crisis wea-
kens the regional solidarity in Europe?
The consequent containment of public 
debts in combination with growth-
impulses for the economy and the em-
ployment are fundamental to preserve 
the solidarity within the Euro-zone. 
They can safeguard that costs of wrong 
political decisions are not shifted to the 
strong Euro-countries. In this context 
it is important that the efforts of those 
states who are receiving financial aid are 
widely visible.

Germany 
discusses the 
importance of 
the solidarity 
agreement

with 
Nicola Beer, 

State Secretary for 
European Affairs,
 Hesse, Germany 

INTERVIEW
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Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast – New IRE Member
Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast is a region in western Ukraine and a new 
member-region of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE). 
Its administrative center is the city of Ivano-Frankivsk. It was 
renamed after the Ukrainian writer, nationalist and socialist 
Ivan Franko on November 9, 1962, but it is also known to Ukra-
inians by a deep-rooted alternative name: Prykarpattia. Along 
with the Lviv and Ternopil regions Prykarpattia is a component 
of the Carpathian Euroregion. It is a reagion with a total area 
of  13,900 km2 and a population of 1.380.000 people. In 1772, 
after the Partitions of Poland Ivano-Frankivsk became a part of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire as the autonomous Kingdom of 
Galicia and Lodomeria. In October 1918, the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire collapsed and the Western Ukrainian People‘s Republic 
(ZUNR) was proclaimed.
The government in the region is headed by the chairman of 
the regional state administration, the governor, appointed by 
the President of Ukraine. The governor appoints his deputies 
forming his regional governing cabinet to supervise the go-
vernment policies in the region. Aside of the state administra-
tion the region has its own council that is headed by its chair-
man. The composition of the council depends on the popular 
vote in the region, while the chairman is elected within the 
elected council. Within the administration are numerous de-
partments, each of them headed by a chief of department. The 
Ivano-Frankivsk Region State Administration has 17 depart-
ments and other government institutions such as the Children 
Service, regional state archives, and others.
According to the governor, last year, much attention was gi-
ven by the regional authorities to developing cultural infra-
structure, technical re-equipment of medical institutions, and 
so on. For 2012, the governor informed that the region is to 
launch a program to build kindergartens. „We plan to build 68 
kindergartens in 2012,“ he said.

The last local election in Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast took place on 
October 31, 2010. The 114 seats were split among 13 political 
parties. 

Governor of the regional state 
administration is Mykhailo Vy-
shyvaniuk (Party of Regions).

Elected Head of 
Council is Oleksandr 
Sych (All-Ukrainian 
Union „Freedom”).

The city of Ivano-
Frankivsk

 The city of 
Stanislau (now 

Ivano-Frankivsk) 
in 1916.

Governor Mykhailo Vyshyvaniuk with people of the Car-
pathian Region.
In 1772, after the Partitions of Poland Ivano-Frankivsk be-
came a part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire as the auto-
nomous Kingdom of Galicia and Lodomeria. In October 
1918, the Austro-Hungarian Empire collapsed and the We-
stern Ukrainian People‘s Republic (ZUNR) was proclaimed.

Svoboda – Freedom (far right) (18) 14.90% 

Fatherland (Tymoshenko) (16) 14.00% 

Our Ukraine (Yushchenko) (15) 13.20% 

Front of Changes (13) 11.40% 

Party of Regions (Yanukovych) (11) 9.60% 

Ukrainian Party (11) 9.60% 

People‘s Party (9) 7.90% 

Revival (5) 4.40% 

Ukrainian People‘s Party (5) 4.40% 

Cathedral (4) 3.50% 

RUKh (3) 2.60% 

UDAR (2) 1.80% 

For Ukraine! (1) 0.90 %

Seats and percentage for the
Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast Council
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On 27 March IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger met 
in Vienna the new Ambassador of Bosnia – Herzego-
vina, H. E. Tanja MILASINOVIC MARTINOVIC (left), and 
one day later the Slovenian Ambassador H. E. Aleksan-
der GERZINA (middle) for extensive talks. They spoke 
about the possibilities of an enhanced cooperation 
between the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) 
and the regions and cities of both countries. Schaus-
berger informed the Ambassador Milasinovic Marti-
novic about the Europe Day in Banja Luka on Wednes-

day, 23 May 2012, which will be organized by the IRE. 
On 11 February Franz Schausberger met the Ambassa-
dor of Croatia, H. E. Gordan BAKOTA (right), in Salzburg 
for a broad discussion concerning the new situation 
of Croatia after the decision on EU-membership. All 
three diplomats agreed with Schausberger about the 
importance of including the regional and local level 
in the enlargement process of the EU. Furthermore, 
they welcomed the IRE activities and confirmed their 
support.

Meetings with Ambassadors

Economy Meets Politics

23 to 24 September 2012
in Auditorium / Grafenegg / Lower Austria

Save the date!

8th Conference of European Regions and Cities

„Overcoming Regional Disparities“
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Student accomodation 
«Leonardo»
Röcklbrunnstraße in Salzburg
160 apartments with single 
and/or double rooms

Student accommodation «Mata-
dor» Kuchl
Kuchl near Salzburg
102 apartments

Student accommodation «Mo-
zart»
Faberstraße – Salzburg
185 rooms

Student accommodation Puch/
Urstein
At the campus of the college of 
Puch near Salzburg
328 modern single-room-apart-
ments, including 7 with facilities 
for handicapped persons

Administration/Booking for 
Leonardo, Matador, Mozart and 
Puch:
Salzburger Studentenwerk
Gemeinnützige GmbH
Billrothstraße 10 – 18
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 93030 0
office@sstw.at
www.studentenheim.at

Thomas Michelsheim
19 double rooms and 25 single 
rooms
Administration/Booking for 
Michelsheim: 
Wolf-Dietrich-Straße 16
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 871691 610
studentenheim@khw.at
www.khw.at

The rooms dispose of a living 
space of about 20 – 24 m², ba-
throom, kitchenette as well as 
connections for internet and TV.

u  Know how and longtime experiences in the construction
of age-corresponding housing

Salzburg Wohnbau is
the specialist for student

accommodations
Salzburg is not only well-known for its 
cultural heritage, but it is also increasin-
gly important due to its possibilities in 
higher education. The University of Salz-
burg, founded already in 1622, currently 
is composed of five faculties, namely law, 
sciences, humanities, theology and me-
dicine (Private University). Furthermore, 
the city hosts the famous conservatoire 
“Mozarteum”, as well as colleges of high-
er education (the so called “Fachhoch-
schulen”). The city of Salzburg therefore 
offers a rich variety of different study and 
research programmes, followed today by 
16.000 students. One important aspect 
in this regard is the supply of affordable 
student accommodations.
The Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH is not 
only one of the leading housing compa-
nies in Salzburg and the market leader 
for public municipal housing but also a 
specialist for the realisation of student 
accommodations.             – PR –

Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH

w Property administration  
 with 26.000 units
w 17.000 apartments,
  including 5.000 rented 
  accommodations
w Public supported housing
w Assisted living
w Student accommodations

Bruno-Oberläuter-Platz 1
5020 Salzburg
+43 662 2066 0
www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

photos: christof-reich.com (5), dreamstime.com (1)
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IMMOFINANZ Group is the largest real estate investor and de-
veloper that is listed at the Vienna Stock Exchange and is consi-
dered one of the five leading real estate companies in Europe. 
IMMOFINANZ Group has been in the real estate business for 
more than 20 years. Due to its experience the company is  able 
to assess new developments realistically and master challen-

A profitable, stable and risk-optimised real estate company

New IRE Member: 
IMMOFINANZ Group

Warimpex Finanz- und Beteiligungs AG, Vienna has been an IRE 
partner for several years and additionally supports the IRE In-
ternship Programme 2012. Therefore a student from one of the 
Eastern European Countries will have the possibility to spend 
4 working weeks in the IRE Head Office in Salzburg. We kindly 
thank Warimpex Finanz- und Beteiligungs AG for this support. 
Warimpex Finanz- und Beteiligungs AG, Vienna, is a real estate 
development and investment company with special focus on 
hotel properties in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Among the leading players in the hotel and real estate sector, 
Warimpex develops and invests in projects in the Czech Repu-
blic, Poland, Hungary, Romania, France, Germany and Russia 
with a strategy to expand further in other CEE countries. As 

an industry pioneer in Central Europe, Warimpex relies on a 
strong business network, which enables the Company to im-
plement opportunities at an early stage. 
Lean structures and long-term business partnerships, profes-
sional expertise, and high standards of quality contribute to 
the company’s success. The Group’s objective is to become the 
leading hotel property group in the region, by rolling out suc-
cessful projects and by expanding its portfolio through acqui-
sitions and new developments.

Source: http://www.warimpex.at/en/about-us/company-
profile.aspx 
Company Link: www.warimpex.at

Warimpex Finanz- und 
Beteiligungs AG supports IRE 

Internship Programme

Georg Folian
CEO Warimpex 
Finanz- und Be-
teiligungs AG

New Strategic 
Partner of the IRE

http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/In-
stitut-der-Regionen-Europas-IRE-gemein-
nützige-Privatstiftung/189418007757567

You can find us on Facebook 

ging tasks efficiently 
and professionally 
to the benefit of the 
shareholders. 
 
IMMOFINANZ generates 
sustainable income for 
its shareholders with 
first-class properties. The 
activities of the company are concentrated on prime pro-
perties in four core segments – retail, office, logistics and re-
sidential – in several countries (for example Austria, Poland, 
Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Czech Rebublic, Hungary). With its 
activities in the residential and commercial segments in We-
stern and Eastern Europe, IMMOFINANZ ensures a balanced 
risk diversification.
Partner of IRE is Mag. Dr. Manfred Wiltschnigg MRICS, Member 
of the Executive Board.

Mag. Dr. Manfred 
Wiltschnigg MRICS, 
Member of the 
Executive 
Board
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frische Energie für unser Land!
TIWAG-Tiroler Wasserkraft AG


