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Our message is clear: We want to ensure
that cohesion policy has the resources it
needs after 201 3 to continue the process

of reducing the economic, social and
territorial disparities between Europe's

regions. Cohesion policy remains cru-

cial because of its method of involving
Europe's regions, cities and social part-
ners, because it's a sign of Europe's so-

lidarity with the less developed areas

and, finally, because ¡t stimulates additi-
onal dynamics for the single market and

Europe's economy as a whole.

ln a nutshell, cohesion policy is the most
visible EU intervention. Not a single Eu-

ropean citizen can live in his city or re-

gion without seeing its benefits, either
in the form of new bridges or roads, or
in the form of upgraded public services.

This is Europe's added value.

The proposed common strategic frame-
work has to be defined jointlY bY the
Council and the European Parliament,
together with the Committee of the
Regions. ln addition, regional and local

authorities have to participate in the de-

sign, negotiation and implementation
of the,partnershi p contracts'

Mercedes Bresso
President of the Committee of the
Regions

(Press release, 31. 1. 201 1 )
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The European Commission faces an uphill struggle

to convince member states that extra funding
should be made available to regions that are

neither poor nor prosperous - but somewhere in

between. Two types of region - or three? That is

one of the most controversial questions at the heart

of ongoing discussions on the future of the EU's

regional policy and the priorities for the next wave

of structural funds - due to start in 2014.

Background

The regional policy (or cohesion policy) of the European Union

has the overall goal of promot¡ng economic prosperity and social

cohesion throughout the 27 member states and their 271 regi-

ons.

Within the current financial framework (2007-20'13), the budget

for regional policy amounts to a total of €347 billion over seven

years, which is more than one third of the overall EU budget du-

ring this period. Regional policy spending is channelled through

three funds - often called,structural funds'. These are the Euro-

pean Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social

Fund (ESF) and the Cohesion Fund.

On 10 November 2010, the Commission published its proposals

for reforming the EU's cohesion policy in advance of the next

wave of programmes, which are due to be launched in2O'14.

The European Commission wants to change the system for allo-

cating EU funds to the 27 member states and their 271 regions,

by splitting regions into three separate categories based on their
level of economic activity, as measured by GDP (Gross Domestic

Product) per person.

Under the current system, there are two broad categories. The

poorest regions, defined as those where the GDP per person is

less than 75olo ofthe EU average, are put into the category of,con-

vergence'regions. All of the remaining regions are considered as

,competitiveness' regions.
The EU commissioner in charge of regional policy, Johanries Hahn

wants to create a third category for regions that are poorer than
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Focus on the Poorest reglons

During the current programming peri-

od (2007-201 3), over 80% ofthe budget

for cohesion policy, which amounts to
more than €40 billion per yeat has been

allocated to the '100 poorest regions.

These regions are home to around 170

million people - or one third of the EU's

population.
Most of the so-called,convergence' regi-

ons can be found in the,new' member
states ¡n Central and Eastern Europe
(which have joined the EU since 2004)

as well as in Greece, Portugal, Spain and

southern ltaly.
The rest of the money in the cohesion

funds is currently being shared among
all the other regions of the EU, on a mo-

re-or-less equal basis. Some €8 billion
per year is used to co-finance projects

under the,regional competitiveness and

employment' objective, while another
€1 .25 billion per year is used to promote
cooperation between regions in diffe-
reint member states.

There is a huge difference between
the two kinds of zone in terms of the
amount of money that each region
is entitled to receive. ,The difference
between,compet¡tiveness' and,con-
vergence' regions is about one to 10

in financial terms," said Commissio-
ner Hahn.

Therefore regions have a lot to lose

,fi.and when they find that they are

t? n" longer eligible for extra support
î underthe,convergence'objective.

Moving
towards a

th ree-tiered
approach

According to
official figures
used by the
European
Commission,
at the start
of the next
wave ofcohe-
sion fund pro-
grammes rn

2O14, fewer
rt+al
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than 70 regions will automatically qua-
lify as ,convergence' regions because
they have a GDP per capita below 750lo

ofthe EU average.
This means that the number of people
living in ,convergence' regions is set to
fall from '170 million people to 120 mil-
lion - or one quarter of the EU popula-
tion.
Commissioner Hahn is pushing the idea

of adding a new intermediate category
of regions with a GDP per person bet-
ween 75olo and 90oó of the EU average.

These regions would receive

less money than the,con-
vergence' regions,
but they could still
count on extra
support from the
structural funds.
The new catego-
ry would apply
to reg¡ons with
a total of around
60 million inhabi-
tants, or 12olo of the
EU population. The
areas that would be

covered inclu-
de: seven

French regions, four Spanish regions,

four ltalian regions, four Greek reg¡ons,

the whole of eastern Germany (ex-GDR),

eastern Finland, northern Scotland and

the poorest Parts of England.

At least three regions in the so-called

,new' member states would also qualify

for inclusion in the proposed new inter-
mediate catego y. They are: the Polish

province of Masovia (including Warsaw),

the Czech region of Central Bohemia
(around Prague), and the Bucharest re-

gion in Romania.
Another important change from the

current system is that funding

. would be spread more evenly
''ù'1 across the whole of the pe-

average, but not poor enough to qualify
as,convergence' regions. The new cate-
gory would apply to regions with a GDP

per person that falls between 75o/o and
90olo of the EU average. The commissio-

ner in charge believes that addinq such

a new category would ensure ,,a more

fair and balanced and transparent sy-

stem".

¿ì

riod. 5o during the seven
years from 2O"14 to 202O,

each region would recei-
ve a more-or-less con-
stant level of support.
The Commission hopes
that this increased sta-

bility would help regi-
ons to better plan

thelr invest-
ments.

a'

\

f ïn
tt



Third category,fair and justified,

Commissioner Hahn believes that it is,,fair and justified" to pro-
pose the introduction of a new category for,transition' regions
- between the existing categories of ,convergence' and,com-
petitiveness' regions.
The idea of adding a new category is also supported by Polish
MEP Danuta Hübner, who chairs the European Parliament's
committee on regional development and was previously (from
2004 until 2009) the EU commissioner in charge of regional
policy.
Hübner argues that an intermediate category would be fairer
than the current,phasing-out' or,phasing-in' provisions, be-
cause regions with a similar level of economic development
would be treated in the same way, regardless of whether they
had previously been included in the,convergence/ category.
ln Hübner's view, continuing with a system based on only two
categories of region would not be the most sensible solution,
because the,competitiveness' category would then include a

wide diversity of regions - from those with a GDP per person
that is only 75olo of the EU average to the very richest regions
with a GDP per person of more than double the EU average.
Speaking at the Cohesion Forum in Brussels on 'l February,
Hübner made her point by asking the audience a rhetorical
question.,,ls ¡t correct in the regional policy to have all the regi-
ons between 75o/o and 220o/o in the same category?" she asked.
,,Because that is in fact what we are assuming if we don't have
this new intermediate categoryl'

Member states not yet convinced

The Commission faces a difficult task to convince all the mem-
ber states that it would be a good idea to create a new third
category of regions, ¡n the context of continuing uncertainty
surrounding the overall level of the future budget for EU cohe-
sion policy after 2013.
Speaking at Cohesion Forum, Peter Hintze, German state se-
cretary for the economy, called for caution in introducing an
intermediate category. He said that further discussions would
be needed to determine what form of support should be of-
fered to these regions.
Alongside Germany, another net contributor to the EU budget,
Sweden, is also not yet ready to support the setting up of a

new intermediate category. According to Anna-Karin Hatt,
Sweden's minister for regional affairs, the Swedish government
continues to believe that most of the resources in the cohesion
funds should be allocated to the poorest regions.
Mercedes Bresso, president of the Committee of the Regions
(CoR), spoke in favour of the Commission's proposal when
she addressed the Cohesion Forum in Brussels on 1 February.
,,We support the creation of a new intermediary category to
replace the current,phasing-out' and ,phasing-in' system. Ob-
viously, this change should not have any negative impact on
the structural funds currently received by the other categories
of regionsi'she said.
Ihe Assembly of European Regions (AER) has published a White
Paper on the future of Cohesion Policy in the European Union
after 2013. This position paper directly addresses the issue of a

third category for,intermediate' or,transition' regions.

EU ministers discuss regional funds, no consensus yet

Meeting in Brussels 21 February, EU ministers expressed strong

support for maintaining the bloc's cohesion policy, but failed
to find agreement on some of the controversial aspects of the
European Commission's review proposal, including attaching
conditions to the payment of EU funds.
,fhere is a consensus that we definitely need a cohesion poli-
cy - also in the futurei'said Hungary's Foreign Minister János
Martonyi, after the first discussion on the future of the Europe-
an Union's cohesion polity at the General Affairs Council on 2l
February.

However, the Hungarian was also careful to underline that the
overall goal of cohesion policy should remain, to reduce eco-
nomic disparities among the various regions of the EU.
Foreign ministers endorsed the overall approach of the
Commission's Fifth Cohesion Report towards cohesion policy,
including the idea that all regions should be eligible to take
part in programmes, while most of the money is allocated to
the poorest regions and member states.

,More discussion'needed on tricky issues

However, not all of the ideas put forward by the Commission
were accepted by EU governments. There is currently no con-
sensus aboutthe Commission's idea of creating a new interme-
diate category for regions that are poorer than average - but
not poor enough to automatically qualify as so-called,conver-
gence'regions.
The Council concluded that,,further discussion is needed con-
cerning the provisions of transitional mechanisms, in particular
reflections on a new intermediate category'i National govern-
ments are also calling on the Commission to come forward
with proposals to simplify all of the rules relating to the various
EU funds, including financial audit and control arrangements.
The aim of such simplification would be to reduce the admi-
nistrative burden and associated costs, both for the organisa-
tions receiving financial support and for the public author¡ties
in charge of managing the programmes.

Support for reform proposals

Many of the Commission's proposals for reforming the EU's
regional policy before the next round of programmes are
launched in 2014 were received positively by the ministers.
ln particular, m¡nisters endorsed the idea of developing a so-
called,common strategic framework' for the various EU funds
- including the rural development and fisheries funds - with
the aim of ensuring ,,greater complementarity, coordination,
coherence and synergies".
There is strong support for the idea of concentrating on a limi-
ted number of priorities, although ministers insist that mem-
ber states and regions should be,,given enough flexibility to
select priorities and draw up appropriate policy mixes".
The ministers agree on the need for a more results-based ap-
proach, w¡th better evaluation and monitoring of programmes
on the basis of,,a limited number of well-defined, easily measu-
rable targets and a limited set of core indicators".
They support the idea of placing a greater emphasis on the
objective of,territorial cohesion' by taking into account the dif-
ferent needs of individual regions and sub-regions, as well as
paying close attention to the development of,functional urban
areas'.

They also endorse the idea of so-called ,macro-regional ap-
proaches' such as the two multi-national strategies that are
currently being developed in partnership with the countries
around the Baltic Sea and along the Danube river.
There is broad agreement concerning the continuation of fi-
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The proposals for reforming the EU's regional or cohesian policy were in the center of the meeting of Commissioner Johonnes
Hahn with the Bureau-members of the EPP-CoR Group on 26/1/2011 in Erussels. From left: Werner Jostmeier (Germony), Pauliina
Haijonen (Finlond), Luc Van den Brande (Belgium), Michael Schneider (Germany), Markku Markkula (Finland), Commissioner Jo-
honnes Hahn (Austr¡a), Herwig von Stoo (Austria), Eleni Loukaidou (Cyprus), Anders Knape (Sweden), Franz Schousberger (Austria),

MarekWozniok (Polond), Adam Struzik (Poland), Arnoldos Abramavicius (Lithuonia), György Gemesi (Hungary).

nancial support for cross-border and inter-regional coopera-
tion between regions in different member states - under the
so-called,Eu ropean Terr¡torial Cooperation' objective.

Cohesion policy linked to Europe 2O20

This is the first time that the Council of Ministers has formal-
ly adopted conclusions on the future of EU cohesion policy,
which provides financial support for projects that contribute
to the economic and social development of Europe's regions.
Martonyi told journalists that the Hungarian Presidency had
decided to include cohesion policy on the agenda of the fo-
reign ministers' meeting because they consider it to be,,one of
the most important" EU policies,,,closely interlinked" with the
Europe 2020 strategy.

,,lt must be aligned very closely with the Europe 2020 strategyi'
he added, referring to the common objectives and targets in
relation to employment, poverty, education and energy effici-
ency which were agreed by EU leaders in June 2010.
According to Martonyi, cohesion policy is a,,kind of horizontal
policy" because it is linked with many other important EU po-
licies and initiatives, including the Danube Regional Strategy
and the Roma ¡ntegration strategy - both of which are seen as

key priorities of the Hungarian Presidency.

Commissioner welcomes input

EU Regional Policy Commissioner Johannes Hahn said that the
ministers' discussion would provide,,an ¡mportant input" for
the legislative proposals that the Commission is due to publish
in the summer. However, the Commission will not publish draft
regulations for the future cohesion policy until after it has pre-
sented proposals regarding the long-term financial framework
that will define the overall size of the EU budget over the next
seven-year period.
Hahn welcomed what he described as ,,great and broad ag-
reement" among ministers on the idea that funding should be
concentrated on a limited number of priorities. The commis-
sioner said that member states and regions should be invited
to chose their own priorities - linked to the goals of the 2020
strategy -,,like investment in energy efficiency or innovation,
or support for small and medium-sized enterprises".

France pushes for cuts in EU regional funding

ln a report sent to the European Commission, the French go-

vernment makes a,,priority" of ,,decreasing the portion of the
budget dedicated to cohesion policy".

According to the official French report, cuts in the regional po-

licy budget are a consequence of,,the observed convergence
between European regions and states" as well as,,the latest en-
largement" of the EU. However, the French position contradicts
the proposal of the Commission which would create a nery in-
termediate category for fund beneficiaries.
The issue is a divisive one among French government autho-
rities and politicians. The representatives of seven French re-
gions travelled to Brussels earlier this month to support the
Commission's proposal for an intermediate beneficiary cate-
gory.
The French Socialist delegation to the European Parliament
also condemned in strong terms what they called the,,burial of
cohesion policy" by the French government.

So u rces : Eu rActiv (h tt p ://www.eu ract¡v.co m)
http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/eu-ministers-discuss-regi-
ona I -fu n d s- con sen s u s- n ew s- 502 3 7 2

http://www.euract¡v.com/de/reg¡onalpol¡t¡k/br-ssel-zus-tzliche-hilfe-
zw i schen reg io n en-news- 502094
h tt p : //w w w.e u ra c t¡ v. co m / e n / r e g i o n a I - po I i cy/f ra n ce - p u s h e s- cu t s- e u -

reg i on a I -fu n d i n g- n ew s- 502 5 I I
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April 2011: European Commission to publish results of
public consultat¡on on future of EU cohesion policy after
201 3.

May 2011: lnformal meeting of ministers responsible for
regional development, organised by Hungarian EU Pre-
sidency.

End of June 2011: Commission to publish proposal on
ñnancial framework for EU budget f rom 2014 to 2O2O.

End of July 201 1: Commission to publish proposals on
structure and regulations of EU cohesion funds after
2013.

Next steps



Lucky Four LeafClover Project

The main topic of the IRE expert conference in Güssing on
the 1 1th of February has been the experiences ofthe re-
gions and municipalities of Austria, Hungary and Slovenia

within the European Union. lts aim consisted in offering
Croatia and Bosnia - Herzegovina a large scale of useful

information for their way to the EU. This conference is part
of the EU-project"The Lucky Four Leaf Clover'lwhich is ma-

Marc Botman, head of office in the DG Regional Policy, presen-
ted a comprehensive report about the implementation of the
funds in Austria, Hungary and Slovenia. Their aim is to decre-
ase the economic and social divergences between the regions
through a well-directed assistance.
Franz Steindl, Deputy President of the Land Burgenland, em-
phasized the high relevance of the EU-funds in Burgenland as

Jürgen Leobocher (lRE), Marc Botman, Head of Un¡t D¡rectorate
General for Regional Policy, EU-COM, Franz Schausberger, Franz
Steindl, Deputy President of the Lond Burgenlond, Andreas Kiefer,

Secretary Generol of the Congress of Local and Regional Autho-
rities of the Council of Europe, Jürgen Gmelch, RepresentatÌon of
the European Commission ¡n Austt¡o

naged by the IRE until November 20,l 1. Altogether, about
100 persons fromT countries part¡cipated.The location of
the conference itself is an example of good practice along
the implementation of the European funds. As it has been

argued by PeterVadasz, Mayor of Güssing, through the re-

alization of theTechnology Park in Güssing it was possible

to create working places and businesses.

well as the enhanced trans-regional cooperation. Burgenland
was able to take huge advantages from both Objective 1 pe-
riods and is now managing the projects of the phasing-out
period. ln this regard, 1,607 projects have been approved with
a financial framework of more than 180 m €. The overall bud-
get amounts on 81.2 m €. Most of the investments could be
realized in the ELER programme, until the end of 2009 almost
29,000 valorization acts have been approved, with a financial
budget of more than 1 95 m €.

Between 1995 and 2013 more than 1 bn € have been made
available, the principle of the national co-financing added ano-
ther 1 Bio. €. ln respect to the spatial allocation of the projects,
36% are allocated in central and southern Burgenland and 33%
in the north. During the last decade, the absolute number of
employees has been increased, from 80.971 in 2001 to more
than 90.000 in 2008.Together with the Hungarian partners of
the neighboring area, the Pannonian Competence Centre for
Fire Services and Emergency Management has been establis-
hed, as well as a training centre for fire fighting.
A major impact did the EU funds exert on the tourism business
in Burgenland, especially regarding the wellness-sector. Only
with the financial resources coming from the EU it was possible
to create the today's rich infrastructure which is represented
by four thermal baths in Frauenkirchen, Lutzmannsburg, Bad

Event Partner:

European Commission represented by
General D¡rectorate Enlargement

^,Congress

€

Congress ofLocal
and Reg¡onal Au-
thorilies of Europe,
Strasbourg, France Land Burgenland

,,Congrès

bmE
Federal Ministry of
Economy, Family and Youth
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Lucky Four LeafClover Project

EU. EU R"gionol Funds support oll municipolities.

Tatzmannsdorf and Stergersbach. This makes Burgenland one
of the best wellness destinations in Austria.
A conspicuous number of initiatives have also been realized in
the field of culture, for example with the Franz Liszt-Centre in
Raiding.
An important role is played by the cross-border activities of the
municipalities in the border area. The aim is to support a cultu-
ral exchange and the creation of networks with the neighbors
in Hungary, Slovakia and Slovenia, first and foremost at school-
and pre-school level.
The next task is to prepare for the funding period after 2013.

The Commission aims to create a definition for regions in the
trans¡tion period, whose regional GDP amounts between 75%
and 90Vo of the EU average. Such a ruling would be applicable
also for Burgenland.
Andreas Kiefer, Secretary General ofthe Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, held a high-level
report about local and regional self-government, and indica-
ted the criterias and requirements which have to be fulfilled to
meet the European standard.
Jürgen Gmelch from the representatlon of the European Com-
mission in Austria pointed out that the skeptical attitude to-
wards the EU is often fueled by populist misinformation. A re-
medy against it constitutes the support of politicians on the
local and regional level. He welcomed therefore the initiative
"EU-Counselors" of the Austrian Association of Municipalities,
whose Secretary General Robert Hink also attended the con-
ference.
After the welcome session followed a panel discussion, led by
Walter Reiss from the national broadcasting company ORF. Re-

presentat¡ves from Austrian, Slovenian and Hungarian muni-
cipalities debated about their experiences with the European
Union, as well as Josip Mihalicfrom the Slovenian Government
Office for Local Self-Government and Regional Affairs and
Wolfgang Renezeder from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Eu-

ropean and lnternational Affairs.
The second part ofthe conference was all about Eu-projects in
the border area between Austria, Hungary, Slovenia and Croa-

tia. The workshop under the moderation of Andreas Hopl CEO

of the Central Danube Region, showed the impressive plurality
of successful projects and demonstrated that a united Europe
is already a reality on the local level. ln the small town of Bil-

dein for example, various activities carried out together with
the two Hungarian neighbors take place: open discussions, a

house for history and soon also a memorial walk on the for-
mer border. Another positive fact is the regular meeting of the
teenagers of the three municipalities. European funding play
a crucial a role, making many of this activities possible. Other
positive examples of best practice are the nature park Raab-
Orseg-Goricko, which is covering a territory divided between
Austria, Hungary and Slovenia, as it has been stated by the
chairman Helmut Sampt, as well as the business- and industrial
park in Szentgotthard or the projects of the Krapina region in
the wellness sector and pilgrimage.
Franz Schausberger, Chairman ofthe lnst¡tute ofthe Regions of
Europe (lRE), appealed to the participants of the conference to
considerthe European ¡ntegration as a chance to be met.There-
fore he expressed his hope that the conference in Güssing may
encourage new cooperation on the regional and local level.

Josip Miholic, Heod of Unit (European Regional Development
Fund) at the Slovenian Government Offrce for Local Self-Govern-

ment and Regional Policy, Walter Reiss from the Austrian National
Broodcosting ORF, Franz Steindl, Peter Vadasz, Moyor of Güssing

Andreos Kiefer, Secretary Generol of the Congress of Locol ond Re-

gional Authorit¡es of the Council of Europe, Austrian Association
of Municipolitíes Secretary General Robert Hink, Leo Rodakovits,

Member of Regionol Porliament of Burgenland, Franz Steindl, De-
puty President of the Land Burgenland, and Franz Schausberger

District commissioner of Güssing, Johonn Grandits, President Son-
jo Borovëok, President Darko Koren,VicePresident Blonco Glavica-
Jecmenica and Robert Hink.

Wolter Postl, Deputy Mayor of Jennersdorl Leo Rodakovits, Mem-
ber of Regionol Parliament of Burgenlond, Robert Hink, Secretary
Generol of Austr¡on Assoc¡at¡on of Municipolities
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Sport and active citizenship can improve the
quality of life for citizens. Not only do these

sectors build social bridges, but they also

contribute to the economy. Cities and regi-

ons play a crucial role when it comes to sport

funding and access to sport and should be

increasingly involved in the related EU-level

discussions by developing the notion into

other areas, such as volunteering and social

inclusion and integration through sport.

I
The Conference was chaìred by Michael Schneider, State Secreta-

ry of Saxony-Anhalt and president of the EPP-group. On his right

side György Gemesi, mayor of Gödöllö.

On the other hand, I also see the potent¡al of sport and volun-

teering in reaching the objectives of the Europe 2020 Strate-

gy, however, here too local and regional authorities must be

appropriately involved, as key drivers for its successful imple-

mentation" concluded Michael Schneider, President of the

EPP Group in the Committee of the Regions, at the end of the

Group meeting on 3 March 20'l 1 at Gödöllö, Hungary.

Within the framework of the European Year of Volunteering and

the EU Hungarian Presidency, the meeting brought together

keynote speakers from the EU Presidency, the European Parlia-

ment, the European Commission and sports organisat¡ons to

explore how volunteering contributes to the development of

economic and social cohesion in Europe and how sport as an

essential instrument for active citizenship engages citizens in

societal challenges.

9
Werner Jostmeier, Member of the North-Rhine-Westphal¡a State

Parliament and Herwig van \taa, president of the regionol parlia-

ment of Tyrol (both members of the Committee of the Regions).

ln his role as host, György Gémesi, Mayor of Gödöllo and Presi-

dent ofthe National Sports Association, began by stressing the

benefits of sport, which contributes to social cohesion and in-

clusion by breaking down social barriers, and also has positive

effects on public health, civic education and training, and even

regional development.,The Gödöllo city of sport therefore en-

courages sports activities by providing adequate infrastructure

and introducing daily sports activity in schools. I suggest that

cities and regions throughout Europe follow the same steps."

Miklós Soltész, Hungarian Minister of State for Social Poli-

cy, placed emphasis on the nature of sport and volunteering

which must first and foremost be based on values' This was

corroborated by Attila Czene, Hungarian Minister of State for

Sport who stressed that sport and volunteering forge unions

and bonds within society, and a sense of community which

strengthens cohesion and can boost Europe.

Going in the same sense, 5antiago Fisas, Member of the Eu-

ropean Parliament and Vice-President of the European Capital

of Sport Association proposed dedicating a European Year to

Sport, creat¡ng a European Capital of sport initiative, holding

European decentralised sports festivals, and launching a sports

Erasmus programme. On the other hand, in her video message

Commission Vice President Viviane Reding asked for the sup-

port of local and regional authorities to encourage private

sector support for volunteering in¡tiatives, notably through

publlc-private partnerships.

Franz Schausberger, president of the lnstitute of the Regions

of Europe (lRE), underlined the importance of volunteering for
fire service, rescue services and civil protection.

The EPP group unanimously adopted a Declaration on Cities

and Regions Promoting Sport and Active Citizenship for Social

Cohesion in Europe.
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The second coordination meeting of
the Lucky Four Leaf Clover Project took
place on 19th January 201 1 in the City

Hall of Ptuj, Slovenia. Representatives of
the member regions gathered together
w¡th the representatives of the lnstitute
of the Regions of Europe (lRE) in order
to discuss the past, the ongoing and up-

coming events. Around 30 persons from

Franz Schausberger and Markus Prenner,

Eu ro p afo r u m Bu rgen I a n d

each project country participated in this
meeting. The mayor of Ptuj, Dr. Stefan
Celan, emphasized the importance of
European cross border cooperation in
his welcome speech. Dr. Franz Schaus-

berger, Chairman of the lRE, reported
about the two Cafés d'Europe Régional,
which successfully took place in Octo-
ber and December 2010 in Zalaegerszeg
(Hungary) and Jennersdorf (Austria).

Status quo of the ongoing school pro-
ject and travelling exhibition was re-

viewed and the organizat¡onal issues

discussed and clarified. Upcoming
events such as two expert conferences
on "Experiences with the EU" in Güssing
(Austria) and "Expectations towards the
EU" in Varaådin (Croatia), Cafés d'Europe
Régional in Brõko (Bosnia and Herzego-
vina) and in Maribor (Slovenia) and the
Europe Day in Szentgotthárd (Hungary)

were discussed and open questions and
remaining issues resolved.
The next (3rd) coordination meeting is
taking place on 25th May 201 1 in Kör-

mend, Hungary.

Lucky Four Leaf Clover Project

Dorko Koren, President of the Koprivnica-
Krizevci Region, Stefan Celan, Mayor Ptuj,

and Fronz Schausberger

Sonja Boroviak, President of Krapina-
Zagorje County, Lorisa Krizan, Region of
Va ro 2d i n, Bl a n ca G I av i ca-J ecmen ica, V i ce

P res i d e n t of Va ra1d i n Cou nty

!

I

I

Lucþ Four Leof Clover Proiecl 2^d Coordinotion Meeting ¡n Ptu¡
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Lucky Four Leaf Clover Project

An intensive discussion about the EU enlargement process and the economic financial crisis took
place at the Café d'Europe Régional in Jennersdorf Southern Burgenland on December 3rd 2010.

Amongst others, the accession of Croatia, the negotiations with Turkey and the attempts for EU

membership of the Balkan countries have been in the centre of the debate, as well as the Europe-

an rescue facility for member states in financial turmoil.

I

Mag. Dr. Gerhard Burian, Head of Division, Austilan Ministry of
Economy, Mag. Heinz Kogler, Austrion Economic Chomber, Dr.

Joochim Fritz, lRE, Dr. Peter Krois, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Wal-

ter Reiss from the Austrian National Broadcasting Service ORE

Dr. Bernd Petrisch, lRE, Dr. Franz Schausberger, lRE, Willi Thomas,

Mayor of Jennersdorf, Darko Koren, President of the Koprivnica-
Krizevci Region, Dietmar Kerschbaum, opera singer and attistic
director of the J:opero Jennersdorl Helmut Sampt, Member of Re-

gi o n al Parli ament of Bu rgen land.

An intensive discussion about the EU enlargement process

and the economic financial crisis took place at the Café

d'Europe Régional in Jennersdorl Southern Burgenland

on December 3rd 2010. Amongst others, the accession of
Croatia, the negotiations with Turkey and the attempts for
EU membership of the Balkan countries have been in the
centre of the debate, as well as the European rescue facility
for member states in financial turmoil.
At the event, which was organized by the lnstitut for the
Regions of Europe (lRE), participated more than 80 pupils
from local high school and representatives of politics and
business.The Café is part of the PRINCE EU-27 project"The
Lucky Four Leaf Clover" and was organized together with
the municipality of Jennersdorl the Austrian Federal Mini-
stries of Foreign Affairs and Economy and was held in the
Hotel Café Raffel. Aim of the Café d'Europe Régional is to
familiarize young people with European issues in a relaxed

coffeehouse atmosphere. Objective of the EU-project is,

as it was explained by the Chairman of the IRE Dr. Franz

Schausberger, the preparation of the Croatian accession

Federal Ministry for

- 
European and Internatio nal Affairs

bmE¡

Rqiffeisen Bonk
lnternotionql

Federal Ministry of
Economy, Family and Youth

@E

Lively D¡scussion Showed the Comitt
tnronoRéCofé d'Euro Jennersdorf :

The Cofé

d'Europe in

Jennersdorf

within the IRE

EU-Proiect

,,Lucky Four

Leof Clover"

wos kindly

sponsored by: Bezirks
Blätter
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to the European Union on the local
and regional level of the neighboring
countries. Actually, 680/o of the Aus-
trian population approves Croatian
membership to the EU, therefore it is

very important to support regional
and local cross border partnerships
between the different countries. Euro-
pe is a chance, first and foremost for
young people, thus their mobility and
flexibility have to be improved, stated
Schausberger. The representative of
the Ministry of Economy, Head of Divi-
sion Mag. Dr. Gerhard Burian, empha-
sized in his statement the importance
of the four freedoms in the European

Union and the financial support ofthe
EU on the regional level. As examples
for good practice in this regard he in-
dicated the new technology centers
in Southern Burgenland. Dr. Peter

Krois from the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs underlined the political and eco-
nomical importance of the Croatian
accession, not only for Europe as a

whole, but particularly for the conti-
guous regions. The mayor of Jenners-
dorl Willi Thomas, remembered that
Southern Burgenland have been for a

long time a border to the iron curtain.
The accession of Hungary and Slove-
nia created many new advantages,
chances and possibilities; Europe me-
ans also security, an element which is

particularly appreciated in this region.
The borough of Jennersdorf took high
benefits from the EU programme LEA-

DER+, e. g. the creation ofthe natural
reserve Raab-Örség-Goricko.
Mag. Heinz Kogler, who represented

the Austrian Economic Chamber (Ad-

vantage Austria), Enterprise Europe
Network, commented on economical
topics and the current situation of the
Euro. Darko Koren, President of the
Koprivnica-Krizevci Region in Croatia
informed the participants, that 650lo

of the Croatians approve EU mem-
bership and emphasized the friendly
relations between the regions. Events
like the Café d'Europe improve the
mutual comprehension and facilitate
a common familiarization. He was of
the opinion that Croatia has still many
tasks to resolve before becoming a

full EU member, but the country is on
a good way. Dietmar Kerschbaum, a

well-known opera singer and the arti-
stic director of the J:opera Jennersdorf
festival atTabor Castle argued, that fi-
nancial funding ofthe EU are essential
to his cultural project.

The pupils of the 7th class from the
high school in Jennersdorf debated
intensively with the speakers about
European integration, European
neighborhood policy, Turkey, finan-
cial crisis and the rescue of the Euro,

which demonstrated their very good
preparation by their teachers. Other
guests who attended the events have
been Wilhelm Herbst, mayor of Wech-
selbaum, Helmut Sampt, mayor of

Lucky Four LeofClover Project

The mayor of Jennersdorf, Willi Thomas
(1.), ond Dr. Peter Kro¡s, Austr¡an Federal
Ministry for European and lnternotional
Affairs

Neuhaus/Klausenbach, as well as the
deputy Bezirkshauptmann Dr. Her-

mann Prem.

The event was supported by the local
enterprise Vossen GmbH & Co KG, re-
presented by the CEO Mag. Wilhelm
Haböck and Raiffeinsbank lnternatio-
nal AG. Walter Reiss from the Austrian
National Broadcasting Service ORF

moderated the discussion.

w w w.l u cky -fou r- I e af- cl ove r.e u

ent of Young People to Eu-Topics

B¡H
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AIen Leverii, Head of the Department of Economy, Regional De-

velopment and European lntegrat¡on of the Region of Varaidin,
Andelko Mihalic, Member of the CroatÌan porliament, Predraq

Stromar, President of the reg¡on of VaroZdin, Alan Kosic ond Goran

Koniiki, the Mayor of the Municipality Gornii Kneginec.

IRE-Round Toble

,, Devel opment Proi ects

Gornii Kneginec f VoroZdin"

\
t

*rcrf

www. salzburg -airpoñ. com

Salzburger Flughafen GmbH lnnsbrucker Bundesstr. 95

5020Salzburg Austria info@salzburg-airportat

ln the municipality Gornji Kneginec, which is located in the
Croatian Region Vara2din, there is a entreprenual zone which
has won the certificate "Best Business District of Croatia" in

2007. This entreprenual zone has been one of the best areas

for investment in Croatia in 2010.

At the request of the president of the Region of VaraZdin Pre-

drag Stromar, the lnstitute of the Regions of Europe (lRE) orga-

nized a round table meeting at the Austrian Federal Economic

Chamber in Vienna. The main focus of th¡s meeting was the
exchange of information on investment possibilities in the in-

dustrial zone of Gornji Kneginec.
The Entrepreneural Zone Kneginec is located on the node of
the Budapest- Varaídin-Zagreb motorway, which is 30 minutes

to the cap¡tal city Zagreb. Excellent infrastructure and proximi-
ty to the railway to Zagreb and VaraZdin airport are the main

advantages. There is also a residential zone Kneginec of about
560.000 m2, a Tourist and Entertainment Park(VaraZdin Breg-

Banjitina) of about 36 hectares of state land and an area of
about 19 hectares for a sports and cultural centre. Further 70

ha are reserved as a sports and recreation zone called,,Cuka-

vec".The center ofVaraZdin can be reached by car in less than
5 minutes.
Croatian representat¡ves who took part in this meeting were:

Predrag Stromar, the president of the region of VaraZdin, Go-

ran Kaniðki, the mayor of the municipality Gornji Kneginec,

Andelko Mihalic, member of the parliament and Alen LeveriÉ,

head of the Department of Economy, Regional Development
and European lntegration of the Region of VaraZdin and Alan

Kosié.

The representative of Austrian Federal Economic Chamber was

the Head of the Office for Southeastern Europe, Georg Krau-

chenberg.
The representatives of Croatia highlighted, that the entrepre-
neurial zone has a catchment area of 500,000 people and that
the public authorities is the owner of the land. Georg Krau-

chenberg recommended that this project should be presented

within the "Croatia Forum" which is organized by the Austrian

Federal Economic Chamber.

12 newsregion 20 / mor11 lrc



TRANSFORMATION
ESSES IN
ERN

TRIES

R"gionol
Tronsformotion in
Western Bolkons
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A very i nteresti n g conference on,, Reg iona I Tra n sfor-

mation Processes in the Western Balkan Countries"
was organized from 24-25 February 2011 at the uni-
versity of Pécs (Hungary) by the Centre for Regio-

nal Studies of Hungarian Academy of Sciences, the
Hungarian Regional Science Association and the
Faculty of Business and Economics of Pécs Universi-
ty. The conference was ¡nitlated by Professor Gyula
Horváth, the organization was in the hands of chief
executive-expert Katal ín Sü le.

The conference analysed the transformation of the spatial
structure of the Western Balkan countries as well as the factors
contributing to it. Some of the speakers summarized the politi-
cal and institutional consequences of change of regimes in the
Western Balkans and outlined the development perspectives
for the regions.

lván Pásztor, the vice-president of the government of Auto-
nomous Province Vojvodina (Serbia) and regional minister
for economy underlined that in spite of all troubles and some
steps backwards the progress of the Western Balkan countries
towards the European Union cannot be impeded.

Patrick Dubarle, former administrator of OECD, said that the
main objectives of EU in the Western Balkans is to induce new
behaviour among Balkan countries, to create a network of bi-
lateral agreements to gradually reintegrate Western Balkans in

the European infrastructure network and to mobilize Balkan

countries against a number of threats. He stressed the need
of regional policy strategies to achieve balances regional de-
velopment, integrated development and to reduce regional
inequalities. One of the most important conditions for success

is to strengthen the capacity of political elites in the Western
Ba I kans.

There is a trend towards decentralization among the countries
in the Western Balkans with discussions about a second wave
of constitutional reforms. Only in a few cou ntries the discussion
goes in the direction of real regionalization, said Franz Schaus-
berger, president of the lnstitute of Regions of Europe (lRE),

Austria. The decentralization process has created new chal-
langes for state institutions as it has transferred much respon-
sibil¡ty to regional and local levels that often lack the capacity
and ressources for implementin the new mandate. 5o in many
areas the central government retain significant control and in-
fluence and decentralization remains incomplete and unclear.
EU does not want to dictate the states how to regulate their in-
ternal political and administrative structure. But indirectly the
EU is intensively pushing regionalization and decentralization
in all the countries.

Left: Franz Schousberger and the Mayor of Pécs (Hungary),

Zsolt Póva. Ríght: with Vice President of the Autonomous Pro-
vince ofVojvodina (Serbia), lván Pósztor

t3

REG IO N A L TR A N S F O R M AT IO N

PROCESSES IN THE

W ESTERN BALKAN COU NTR IES

Editors: Horvóth, Gyula ond Hajdú,

Zoltón
Centre for Regional Studies

of Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Pécs, 201 1,640 p.

The quest¡ons of the stabilisation of
the Balkans region are very much in
the limelight of internationol political thought, planning
and action. During the previous decode and a half, o greot
number of political documents focused on the objectives,
instruments and institutions of the peoceful development
of the West Balkans. The significant financial resources
show the weight of this policy. The future EU membership
of several West Bolkon stotes has been promoted by seve-

ral current member-stotes, ond EU accession ¡s counted
among the priorities of the development strotegies of these

new stotes.

The volume (published as a part of the series "Europe of the

Regions") presents the spatial specifrcs of Western Balkan

countries. lt gives an overview of the more typical features

of different eras in the transformat¡on of the area, under-
takes an evaluation of the effects of regional disparities
and outlines the development perspect¡ves for the region.

The book is a result of the joint cooperation of the OECD

LEED (Centre for Local Development, Employment ond Lo-

bour Markets) Trento and the Centre for Regional Studies of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
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REGIONAL
TRANSFORMATION
PROCES5ES IN THE
WÉSIERN BALKAN
couNfRtES

Republic of Serbia
Ministry of Economy
ond Regional Development

Government of the
Republic of Serbia

Eu ropean I nteg rati on Offi ce

2'd I nter n ati o nal Co nf ere nce
OV ERCO MING REGION AL DISPARITI ES

How to achíeve a better EU-coherent
implementation of regional policies

May 10 - 1 2th 201 1

Arandjelovac, Serbia

For porticipation contact marija.jovicic@merr.gov.rs. or
phone no. +i9l t 1 285 5230.
M o re i nfo r m atì o n : w w w. m e r r./ s r/ 2 n d Co n fe re n ce

Dragijana Radonjic Petrovic, State Secretary
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Advisory Boord Meeting in Vienno

The 15th advisory board ofthe IRE took
place in Vienna on 2 March 2011. Main
point of the discussion was the 7th Con-

Otto Zich, Chai r mo n Sci en tifr c a n d Research

Council Salzburg, Georg Krauchenberg
(Austrian Chamber of Commerce), Chri-

stian Hasenleithner (Energie AG Wasser)

ference of European Regions and Cities,

which will take place in Linz, Upper Aus-

tria, from 18 - 20 September 2011. The

conference is organized under the pa-

tronage of the EU-Commissionerfor Re-

gional Policy, the Austrian Federal Mini-
ster of Economics, the Austrian Federal

Minister for European and lnternational
Affairs and the president of the Land

Upper Austria. A provisional agenda un-

der the central topic "EU-Strategy 2020 -
lmplementation on Regional and Local

Level" has already been planned.

On September 18, an IRE expert forum
will discuss the topic "The Digital Agen-

da for Europe as a Chance for Disadvan-

taged Regions'| on September 20 the
2nd Conference of Universities in the

Regions will take place under the topic
"New Sources of Financing'i
The general assembly of the IRE will
be held on September 18, with a guest

speech about ,Available EU-Funds'Euro-
pe for Citizens"'by Meena Lang from the
National EU-Contact Point in Austria, DG

Education and Culture.
IRE-President Franz Schausberger in-
formed about the good developments
regarding sponsors, patrons and mem-

bers ofthe lRE.

Helmut Falschlehner was elected unani-
mously by the advisory board to the third
member of the IRE-board, after that Karl

Popp has resigned for personal matters.
Franz Schausberger thanked Karl Popp

for his commitment in the last six years.

Helmut Folschlehner new

IRE-Deputy Choirmon

Born l94i in Vienna, he studied law at
the University of Vienna and frnished his

studies with Dr. iur. After six years ot the

frscal authority as tax auditor he was oc-

tive for 23 years at the Schöllerbank, in

the last six yeors os member of the board.

Member of advisory board and member
of managing board of numerous com-
panies. From I 997 to 2006 he was CEO of
the Austrian Rail lnfrastructure Financing

Company. 2006 to 2008 Consultant lmmoeast AG, 2008 to 2010

CEO of lmmofinonz Beteiligungs-AG and CPB Aktiengesellschaft

fù r U nter neh m en s betei I i g u ngen.

Since 2006 Helmut Falschlehner was a very active Member of the

Advisory Board of the lRE.

New Members of |RE-odvisory boord

Wolfgang Friess

1950, Dr. jur., former head of
department for representation,

external relations, elections,
security and emergency manage-

ment, Land Salzburg, Austria

Erik Sidney Kroiher

1972,MMMag.,
I nternational Relations&Affairs.

Kapsch
Traffi cCom AG, Vienna, Austria

New IRE-Stoff Member

Aaron Gottardi

Education: Bachelor Degree in lnternational
Relations at the Faculty for Political sci-

ences of the University of Bologna

Actual Studies: Master Degree in European

Union Studies, Centre for European Union

Studies, University of Salzburg

Languages: ltalian, German, English, French (Basics)

IRE-Duties: Office management, project coordinator for Austria

in the framework of the EU-project "The Lucky Four Leaf Clo-

ver", communicat¡on with members, advisory board, sponsors

and supporters, project management and press contacts

New Strategic

Partner of the IRE

Kapsclt

\-/
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l\nu¿ f!'a AÑa\
7th Conference of European Regions and Cities

,The new Europe 2020 Strategy - implementation
within Regions and CitÍes'

Economy Meets Politics

I B to 20 September 201 1

in Linz / Austrio / Londhous / Design Center

Sundoy; I 8 Seplember 201 ì

12:00 Official Welcome-Lunch

13:30 IRE-General Assembly (voting for IRE-members only)
Conference Venue: Landhaus, Steinerner Saal, Linz

Presentation and lnformation on available EU Funds ,,Europe
for Citizens", by Ms. Meena Lang, National Contact Point in
Austria, Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture, Vienna

15:00 IRE Expert Forum
,,the digital Agenda for Europe - a chance for
deprived regions and cities"
Conference Venue: Landhaus, Steinerner Saal, Linz

l9:30 Traditional Welcome Dinner
Reception given by Josef Pühringer, President of Land
Upper Austria, Landhaus, Steinerner 5aal, Linz

Mondoy; l9 September 201 I

08:30 Opening ofthe Conference
Franz Schausberger, Chairman of lRE, Former President
of Land Salzburg, Austria

08:45 Welcome Address
Erich Waul, Vicemayor of Linz
Josef Pühringer, President of Land Upper Austria, Linz
Representative of the Austrian Government

09:15 Representative ofthe European lnvestment Bank (ElB),

09:45 EU-Commissioner, Brussels, Belgium

10:45 Panel-Discussion:,,lntelligent, sustainable and
integrative growth on regional and local level"

14:00 Working Groups (parallel in English)

19:30 Evening Programme and Gala-Dinner at Stahlwelt,
voestalpine, Linz

Tuesdoy; 20 September 201 I

2"d Scientifi c IRE-Symposium

,,The importance of Universities in the Regions"

09:00 Panel Discussion

l4:00 Networking Lunch

:
,l!a. :

-\€à
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Conference ,,All for q cleon woter"
The City Hall of Pitesti Municipality and the Company APA
CANAL 2000 S.A. are organizing the second edition of the
lnternational Conference,,All for a clean water", wich will take
place during May 19th - 20th, 201 1, in Pitesti, Romania.

The topics approached during the conference shall be:

l. Management of the wastewater treatment sludge
ll. lmpact of the ¡ndustr¡al wostewaters and storm waters upon the treat-

ment processes
lll. lmplementation of major projects on rehabilitotion and extension of

water and wostewater supply systems, financed through SOP Envi-
ronment

lV. Wostewater treatment for settlements w¡th less thon t 0,000 p.e.

V. lnst¡tut¡onal framework and manogement of the frnanciol resources
for the projects in the frelds of water and wastewoter ¡nfrcstrcture re-
habilitation o nd exten sion.

Contact person: Mrs. Simono Moaghen
a p a co n a I 2 000@ g m a i l.co m.

Tudor Pendiuc
Moyor of the Pitesti Municipality

Gelu Mujea
Generol Monager of Apa Conal 2000 P¡test¡
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Dos ,Erropöische
Johr der

F reiwi I I i gentöti g keit"

in Oberösterreich

Die Europäische Union hat das Jahr 2011

zum,,Europäischen Jahr der Freiwilligentä-

tigkeit" ausgerufen. Sie sieht das Engage-

ment der Freiwilligen als gelebte BÜrger-

beteiligung, die gemeinsame europäische

Werte wie Solidarität und sozialen Zusam-

menhalt stärkt. Das Land Oberösterreich

unterstützt dieses Schwerpunktjahr durch

eine Vielzahl von lnitiativen.

Durch das Europäische Jahr 201 1 erhalten Mitgliedsstaaten,

Gebietskörperschaften sowie Organisationen und Vereine Un-

terstützung durch die EU bei der Sensibilisierung für Wert und

Bedeutung von Freiwilligentätlgke¡t, bei deren Honorierung

und Anerkennung sowie bei der Schaffung dafür nötiger Rah-

menbedingungen.

Oberösterreich ist ein Land des Ehrenamtes

ln Oberösterreich ist man sich seit langem der enormen Bedeu-

tung von Freiwilligenarbeit und Ehrenamt für die Gesellschaft

bewusst. Fast alle Bürgerinnen und Bürge¡ nämlich 99 Prozent,

betrachten diese Tät¡gkeiten als sehr wichtig oder ziemlich

wichtig für da sLand,77 Prozent der Bevölkerung reagieren mit
Anerkennung und Sympathie auf Personen, die sich ehrenamt-

lich engagieren. Und immerhin 51 Prozent, also mehr als die

Hälfte aller Oberösterreicherinnen und Oberösterreicher, sind

selbst ehrenamtlich tätig - in Vereinen und Organisationen

oder in der Nachbarschaftshilfe.

Der Weg Oberösterreichs zu einer europäischen Zukunftsregi-

on ist ohne das Engagement so vieler Menschen undenkbar'

Daher nimmt auch das Land Oberösterreich das,,Europäische

Jahr der Freiwilligentätigkeit" zum Anlass für eine Vielzahl von

Aktivitäten, um den vielen Freiwilligen herzlich für lhre unbe-

zahlte und unbezahlbare Arbeit zu danken und noch mehr

Menschen für ehrenamtliche Tätigkeiten zu begeistern'

lnitiativen des Landes Oberösterreich 2011

Um eine klare Erkennbarkeit aller Aktivitäten zum ,,europä-
ischen Jahr der Freiwilligentätigkeit" zu gewährleisten, wurde

ein eigenes Logo entworfen, das während des gesamten Jah-

res zum Einsatz kommt und sämtliche lnitiativen des Landes

Londeshauptmonn Dr. Josef Pühringer überreicht die

Rettungsdienstmedoille on eine ehrenamtliche Mitor-

beiterin des Roten Kreuzes. Foto: Lond OO

OÖ zu diesem Thema klar hervorhebt.

Das Land Oberösterreich stellt im lnternet die Plattform ,,8ör-
se Ehrenamt" www.boerseehrenamt.at bereit, um aktuell 236

Organisationen und Vereine mit Bürgerinnen und Bürgern, die

an ehrenamtlicherTätigkeit interessiert sind, zu vernetzen.

Während des gesamten Jahres und speziell anlässlich inter-

nationaler Aktionstage, wie z.B. der Welt-Gesundheitstag am

7. April oder der lnternationaleTag der Pflegenden am 12. Mai

werden seitens des Landes Kommunikationsschwerpunkte
gesetzt, die einerseits ein Dank an die zahlreichen ehrenamt-

lich Tätigen sein und andererseits zu einem noch höheren En-

gagement in der Bevölkerung anregen sollen.

Ebenso wurde eine vertiefende Studie,,Ehrenamt in Ober-

österreich" in Auftrag gegeben, die bis zur Jahresmitte vor-

liegen wird. Sie soll noch vorhandene Potenziale für ehren-

amtliches Engagement sowie begünstigende Rahmenbe-

dingungen aufzeigen.

Darüber hinaus soll im Herbst eine Großveranstaltung
des Landes rund um das Thema Ehrenamt und freiwillige

Leistungen stattfinden, wobei besonders die Leistungen ein-

zelner Helferinnen und Helfer gewürdigt werden sollen, die

oft wenig Beachtung finden und doch enorm wichtig sind'

Ebenso auf dem Terminplan für den Herbst steht ein Freiwil-
ligenkongress mit Workshops und einer Leistungsschau der

Ehrenamts-Organisationen. - PR -
¡ c

2011 Jahr der Freiwilligenarbeit
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CDU suffered o
crush¡ng defeot in

Homburg's stqte
election

¡iei""*sresion 20 / norl1

On February 20,2011 regional state elect¡ons (,,8ürgerschafts-

wahlen") were held in Hamburg, Germany. Hamburg is the
second-largest city in Germany with over 1,8 million people.
The port of Hamburg is the third-largest in Europe. Hamburg
is a city-state and one of the 'l 6 states (,,Bundesländer") of Ger-
many. From 2001 to 2010, the mayor of Hamburg was Ole von
Beust (CDU), who governed the city in a,,black-green" coalition.
Ole von Beust on August 25,2010 resignated and was succee-
ded by Christoph Ahlhaus. After many conflicts between the
coalition-partners on November 28, 2010 the coalition broke
apart. Hamburg's Bürgerschaff election marks the fi rst of seven
major Land elections to shape the politicalatmosphere in 201 'l

in Germany.

About 1.3 million people were eligible to vote in Hamburg, the
turnout was about 63 percent.
The Christian Democratic Union suffered a crushing defeat in
Hamburg's state election after 10 years in power there. The 5o-
cial Democrats (SPD), in turn, were triumphant with 48.3 per-
cent of the vote, up from 34.1 percent, which guarantees them
an absolute majority with 62 of '121 seats ¡n the state legisla-
ture. Hamburg used to be a Social Democratic stronghold in
the past and party leader Olaf Scholz, a former labor minister in
the previous federal government, now replaced conservative
Mayor Christoph Ahlhaus. The victory in Hamburg was Social
Democrats best result in a state election since 1998, while the
CDU's was its worst result in Hamburg elections ever.

The Free Democrats, CDUs junior partner in the federal go-
vernment, managed to re-enter parliament with 6.6 percent.
Previously, they were not represented in Hamburg as the party
remained below the threshold of 5 percent.

Election results
Parties

Social Democratic Party (SPD) 48,3o/o

Christian Democratic Union (CDU) 21,90lo

Green-AlternativeList(GAL) 11,2o/o

Free Democratic Party (FDP) 6,60/o

The Left (Linke) 6,40/o

Pirate Party Germany 2,1o/o

All others 3,4o/o

2011 2008 Seats +/-

34,'lo/o

42,60/o

9,60/o

4,80/o

6,40/o

62 +17
28Ð
14 +2
9+9
8 +/-O

IRE is sponsored

by
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SAVE THE DATES - NEXT IRE EVENTS

1 Sth April 20 1 1 Cafe d'Europe Regionol in Maribor (Slovenia)

4th Moy 201 1

9th May 2011

1 5th June 201 1

16th June 201 1

17th June 201 1

Opening of the IRE-Exh¡bition ,,Regionol
Culture = European Culture" in Cackovec
(Croatia)

Eu rope-D oy,,Regi o n a I I dentity i n co m mo n
Eu rope" i n Szentg ottha rd (H u n g a ry)

Opening of the IRE-Exhibit¡on ,,Regional
Culture= European Culture" in Moribor
(Slovenia)

Meeting of Crootian IRE Member-regions in
Karlovac (Croatia)

IRE-Expert Conference,,Our Expectat¡ons to
the EU" in Varaidin (Croatia)

is sponsored

by

IRE

BENN-IBLER
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We lntroduce our New IRE-Members

Erste Group Bank AG
Austria

represented by
Head of Group Secretariat

Mag. Franz Portisch
fra nz.portisch@ersteg rou p.com

www.erstegroup.com

City of Banja Luka
Bosniaand Heræ9oìrina

represËnted by
Mayor B.Sc in Electr¡cal Eng.

Dragoljub Davidovié
g radonacel n ikqbanja I u ka.rs.ba

www.banjaluka.rs.ba

Salzburg Wohnbau
GmbH, Austria

represented by
Managing Director Dl (BA)

Christian Struber
c.struber@salzbu rg-wohnbau.at
www.salzburg-wohn bau.at

mml Consulting & Manage-
ment Austria GmbH, Austria

represented by
Managing Partner Mag. Harald Kohlberger

h.koh I berger@mm 1 -consulting.at
www.mm 1 -consult¡ng.at

City of Zalaegerszeg
Hungary

represented by
Mayor Gyutai Csaba
infoqzalaegerszeg.hu
www.zalaegerszeg.hu
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The new Yeorbook of Regionalism 2OI 1

It faetures following articles:
. Die Bürgermeister- und Gemeinde-

wahlen 2010 in Slowenien by Franz
Schausberger

. Die Landtagswahlen 2010 im Bur
genland by Franz Schausberger

. Kommunalwahlen 2010 in Llngarn:
Marsch der Regierungsparteien

durch die Rathöuser by Franz Schaus-
berger

. Die Regionalwahlen in Frankreich

2004 und 201 0 by lsobell Gunzer
. EVTZ- Am Beispiel der EuRegioWest/

Nyugat Ponnonio by Andreas Schif-
fermüller.

Also two historical topics concerning
Serbia ond the mutual history of Bavaria
and Salzburg and various commentaries
of Franz Schausberger are included.

A review over the Regional- and Local
Election in 2010 and the activity report
of IRE are odded.

(in German language), edited by Franz
Schausberger in the series,,IRE Kurzstu-
dien" is now avoilable.

Jahrbuch für Regionalismus 2011

lnstitut der Regionen Europos
pm verlog. Salzburg 2011

I S BN 97 8- 3-902 5 5 7 - t 0-0

Price: € 7,- (incl. Porto), orders to:
sa m ra. ra h m a n ov i c@¡ n st it u t- ¡ re.e u

IRE is

sponsored

by

Menna
lntemational
A¡rport

Open For New Horizons.
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