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The IRE has in the past five years endea-
vored to work Europe widely into a mo-
dern, well-understanding principle of 
subsidiarity correlating regionalisation 
and decentralisation. With the convic-
tion that the functions, which from the 
concerned, lower levels, can be made 
sufficiently real, must also be left there.  
As held on in the Treaty of Lisbon.

On that note, we have since the foun-
ding of the IRE had

•	 5	large	Conferences	of	European	
Regions	and	Cities	(CERS)

•	 18	expert	conferences,	symposia	
and seminars

•	 5	general	assemblies	and	13	
advisory board meetings

•	 35	Café	d’Europes
•	 carried	out	99	visits	in	European	

regions and cities
•	 3	occassional	papers	and	8	short	

studies
•	 Brought	out	76	studies,	104	Hot	

issues,	and	16	“newsregions”’,
•	 as	well	having	realized	for	85	young	

people from 12 countries one-
month internships at the IRE office 
in Salzburg.

We thank all that have supported us 
with these activities.

Franz Schausberger
Chairman of the Institute of the 
Regions of Europe, Austria
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Around 160 guests could IRE-chairman Franz Schaus-
berger welcome at the five-year anniversary gala of 
the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) at the new 
House of the EU in Vienna on 12 April 2010. In their 
speeches, the Head of the European Union, Richard 
Kühnel, the President of the region of Istria, Ivan 
Jakovčić, the State Secretary for European Affairs of 
Hesse, Nicola Beer, the Lord Mayor of Bratislava, An-
drej Ďurkovský, as well as the former Federal Chan-
cellor of Austria, Wolfgang Schüssel and the Foreign 
Minister, Michael Spindelegger emphasized the inm-
portance of an institution as the IRE for the Europe-
an integration and most of all for the strengthening 
of the regions and cities in Europe. The main speech 
was held by the President of the Central Committee 
of the German Catholics and the previous President 
of the Bavarian Landtag, Alois Glück under the topic 
of „The principle of subsidiarity as a formal principle 
and a principle of ordering“.

Fifth Anniversary of the Institute of the Regions 
of Europe (IRE)

The celebratory event took place in the premises of the House of the 
European Union, which was opened in October 2009 and which ac-
commodates the information office of the European Parliament and 
the representation of the European Commission in Vienna. The new 
location offers furthermore information for interested citizens and 
should be made into a place of meeting where people with interest 
in European questions can meet, and which is a place for activities 
that connects Europe.
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The evening was essentially carried to success by their high-quality speeches: the host Franz Schausberger, the President of Istria, Ivan 
Jakovčić, the Federal Minister for European and International Affairs of the Republic of Austria, Michael Spindelegger, Andrej Ďurkovský, 
Lord Mayor of the City of Bratislava, President of the Organisation of Communities and Cities of Slovakia, Alois Glück, President of the 
Central Committee of the German Catholics, the former President of the Bavarian Landtag, Wolfgang Schüssel, former Federal Chancel-
lor, Member of Austrian Parliament, founder of the IRE, and the host, Richard Kühnel, the Head of the Representation of the European 
Commission in Austria.

Ambassador Martin Eichtinger and Ka-
tharina Cortolezis-Schlager, Member of 
the Austrian Parliament

Franz Schausberger was able to also greet 
the leader of the parliamentary group of 
the Austrian People’s Party in the Austrian 
Parliament,  Karl-Heinz Kopf.

Attending at the gala was a number of 
representatives from IRE-member regi-
ons, like the Vice President Mitja Posavec, 
Medjimurje	 County,	 Croatia,	 President	
Predrag	 Stromar	 of	 Varaždin	 County,	
Croatia,	numerous	ambassadors	in	Aus-
tria from countries as Albania, Ukraine, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina,	 Croatia,	 Hungary,	
Germany,	Poland,	Slovakia,	Bulgaria,	Li-
thuania, Montenegro and the Austrian 
ambassadors in Europe, representatives 
from ministries and authorities and 
from internationally active enterprises 
and banks. Likewise present were re-
presentatives from EU-Institutions and 
representatives of various regions like 
Flanders and representatives of the Eco-
nomic	Chamber	of	Serbia.
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Mag. Richard Kühnel
 Head of the Representation of European 

Commission in Austria

Dr. Wolfgang Schüssel
Former Federal Chancellor, Member of 

the Austrian Parliament, Member of the 
Board of Patrons and Co-Founder of IRE

Ivan Jakovčić
President of the region of Istria (Croatia), 

Co-Founder of the IRE

For attunement the children’s choir of the primary school Mater 
Salvatoris from Vienna, under the conduction of Frau Ruth Hiltz 
(www.eu-kinderhymne.at) ) sang with enthusiasm with English 
lyrics to the melody of the European anthem.

Richard Kühnel: 
Five eventful years for the EU

The	Head	of	 the	Representation	of	 European	Commission	 in	
Austria, Richard Kühnel, as the host in the house of the Europe-
an Union recapped in his message of greetings of how much 
has happened on the European level in the last five years: the 
development of the constitutional treaty in Rome in October 
2004, the following race for ratification in the single member 
states, then the bitter setbacks with the negative results at 
the referenda in France and in the Netherlands in 2005, sub-
sequently the phase of reflection and the comeback to a new 

constitutional procedure under the Austrian presidency in 2006 
and	wit	the	Berlin	Declaration	in	2007	the	mandate	for	amend-
ment and ultimately the development of the Treaty of Lisbon, 
which was again stopped at its tracks by a „No“ from the Irish. 
Only	the	start	of	the	financial	crisis	in	2008/09	brought	the	Irish	
to rethink and to give a positive result at the second attempt 
to pass the Treaty of Lisbon. Also the Karlsruhe verdict with the 
order for reinforcement of the integrations responsibilities and 
the	verdict	of	the	Czech	constitutional	court	to	ratification	so	
that the independence would not be an end in itself but a me-
ans to fulfilling the joint values, have all contributed into the 
realignment of the European policy. 

This new political agenda in the EU is an emergence into a 
new era, in which the regions will be attached with more va-
lue. They belong to the winners of Treaty of Lisbon as they are 
in many ways much closer to the citizens, easier approachable 
and therewith more believable as the superior political and ad-
ministrative levels.

Kühnel	in	conclusion	emphasized	that	the	European	Commis-
sion will continue to support and work together with the IRE as 
one of their important partners.

Wolfgang Schüssel: 
New context of justification for the EU

The	 former	 Austrian	 Federal	 Chancellor,	 Wolfgang	 Schüssel,	
gave his affirmed belief that today it is necessary to rebuild 
and rewrite the Project of the European Union. The young ge-
neration has no use for the justified pathos of the post-war era. 
The EU was built from the ruins of the Second World War, for 
the following generations the EU established itself as project 
for peace and economy virtually on its own. Today the EU is ta-
ken for granted with all its liberties, the emotional connection 
is anymore present for the young generation and needs to be 
re-created. This is not reachable merely with rational methods. 
Schüssel sees this as a challenge for the regions to anchor the 
EU emotionally to the people.

In this context the question of independence has to be re-
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Dipl. Ing. Andrej Ďurkovský
Lord Mayor of the City of Bratislava, 

President of the Union of Towns and Cities  
of Slovakia (UTCS)

Nicola Beer
State Secretary for European Affairs, Land 

Hesse (Germany)

Dr. Michael Spindelegger
Federal Minister for European and Inter-

national Affairs of the Republic of Austria

Alois Glück is the President of the Central Committee of 
the German Catholics and was for many years the Presi-
dent of the Bavarian Landtag. In his celebratory speech 
he spoke of the „The principle of subsidiarity as a formal 
principle and a principle of ordering“.

defined. How independent is a regional state today – not to 
mention	from	a	region?	But	how	independent	 is	the	EU	real-
ly, Schüssel asks, confronting for example the conference in 
Copenhagen	where	the	EU	was	not	speaking	with	one	voice	
and other powers had affirmed the dossiers.

Wolfgang Schüssel stressed that the IRE has thought ahead 
many	questions	from	the	Subsidiarity	Conference	in	St.	Pölten	
till	the	numerous	of	Café	d’Europe’s.	

To involve the citizens in the discussion, and also to sustain cri-
tical questions, is not always easy but it is the right course.
To conclude, Schüssel claimed to have the justification of the 
EU also reformulated on the regional and local levels as also 
here is a lot accepted for granted.

Ivan Jakovčić: 
Bringing regionalism to the Balkans

For the President of the region of Istria, Ivan Jakovčić, as one of 
the founders of the IRE, has proven its membership to the IRE 
to be an important new step. He has recognised that in scien-
tific, cultural, diplomatic, economic regards, Austria has a lot to 
offer	for	the	Croatian	regions	that	one	did	not	know:	regiona-
lism,	subsidiarity,	decentralism.	Croatia	needed	this	push	from	
the EU as it is still much too centralised. The boarders are now 
admittedly open but there still are boarders in the mentality, 
which they do not want just yet to decentralise. Therefore it is 
utterly	 important	 to	bring	 the	 regionalism	 to	 the	Balkans,	 as	
regionalism	has	one	only	name	at	 the	Balkans:	 Peace.	“More	
decentralisation is more peace and more tolerance”, Jakovcic 
makes his earnest appeal.

Jakovcic ended with a request to the Austrian Foreign Minster 
to	 support	 Croatia	 in	 its	 accession	 process.	The	 accession	 of	
Croatia	would	be	a	strong	signal	to	the	whole	Balkan	region,	
especially	for	Serbia,	Macedonia,	Bosnia-Herzegovina,	Albania	
and	Kosovo	that	all	Balkan	countries	must	follow	the	example	
to join the EU.
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Franz Schausberger and Otto Zich, former 
CEO Sony Austria and Chairman of the 
Salzburger Universitätsrat, Salzburg Uni-
versity.

Franz Schausberger and the renowned 
austrian painter Heribert Mader.

Predrag Štromar, President of the Region 
of Varaždin, Croatia

Andrej Ďurkovský: 
Regional autonomy is

important for integration

As	the	Lord	Mayor	of	the	city	of	Bratisla-
va and President of the Union of Towns 
and	 Cities	 of	 Slovakia	 (UTCS)	 Andrej	
Ďurkovský the avowal for autonomy is 
important for the integration of regions 
and countries into the EU. The rivalry 
among the regions would through it be 
eliminated, correlative cooperation and 
coordination would be promoted. The 
IRE has an important role in this whilst it 
offers the regions and communities op-
portunity to meet with representatives 
from EU, meet with investors and enter-
prises and experts.

As	 President	 of	 UTCS	 Ďurkovský	 ex-
plained that the membership in the 
IRE is tied to the tight cooperation with 
the	 Austrian	 Association	 of	 Cities	 and	
Towns and some Austrian states thereby 
stands the information exchange in the 
foreground. 

In the end Ďurkovský warned of seeing 
the theme of Subsidiarity only as distri-
bution of power to the various levels, wi-
thout also emphasising the responsibili-
ty. Without responsibility it could turn to 
total misuse.

Nicola Beer: Important 
role of the regions in 
overcoming the Crisis

The State Secretary for European Af-
fairs	 of	 the	 State	 of	 Hesse,	 Nicola	 Beer	
depicted her positive impression of the 
last	 summer	 conference	 2009	 as	 she	
took part for the first time at an event of 
the IRE. The possibility to discuss shared 
problems and also to develop shared 
strategies is very important so that the 
European questions will become even 
more also regional and municipal que-
stions.

Exactly during the crisis they have shown 
that the overcoming of tasks works well 
when they are distributed correctly. The 
regions have worked actively for the 
overcoming: in Hesse with the econo-
mic stimulus plans in school- and terti-
ary school domain, with a program of 
building refurbishment, that have invol-
ved the regional economy.
Beer	 emphasised	 how	 important	 the	

new working program of the European 
Commission	is	in	distinguishing	the	me-
aning of the regions and municipalities 
as players. She warned that too many 
political goals could cause diversion 
from the broader picture of the mea-
sures and thereby it was with the Treaty 
of Lisbon, it would not be recognisable 
anymore for the citizens. Equally critical 
tendencies are to be met in the Europe-
an cohesion policy in order to stronger 
bundle the resources. 

These must be administered for further 
decentralisation so as for all the regions 
and thereby for all the citizens, it would 
be possible to have those resources 
from there.

Michael Spindelegger: 
Bringing people together

The Austrian Foreign Minister Michael 
Spindelegger emphasised three aspects 
of	the	IRE’s	work.

The role of the regions has been re-va-
lued in the past five years and the subsi-
diarity have cut teeth as the scientific ac-
companiment of these processes are an 
important task, which the IRE realises.

To anchor the „project EU“ stronger 
and closer to the citizens the Austrian 
Foreign Minister started an initiative 
„EU-Municipal	 Councilors“	 meaning	 to	
install and to train in each municipali-
ty someone with special EU-Knowhow 
and Knowledge. The IRE could generate 
itself with the articulation of what these 
EU-Municipal	Councilors	have	politically	
in common.
The IRE could participate actively in the 
mutual political articulation of these 
new	EU-Municipal	Councilors.

He thanked Franz Schausberger for his 
input as motor of the Institute in bring-
ing personal experiences in and bring-
ing people together, and he wished him 
lots of strength to be able to go on in 
this positive spirit.

Celebratory speech

Alois Glück: „The principle 
of subsidiarity as a formal 

principle and a principle of 
ordering“ 

In his celebratory speech under the title 
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Head of Vienna Entertainment Johannes 
Kunz and Rudolf Bretschneider, Gfk Aus-
tria.

Claudia Sachs-Lorbeck, City of Graz, De-
partment for International Relations  and 
Franz Schausberger

Franz and Heidi Schausberger with Alois 
Söhn, Austrian Ministry for Science and 
Research.
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of “The principle of subsidiarity as a for-
mal principle and a principle of ordering” 
the	President	of	the	Central	Committee	
of	 the	 German	 Catholics,	 the	 former	
President	of	the	Bavarian	Landtag,	Alois	
Glück, questioned to what extend is the 
principle of subsidiarity applicable, to 
be able to afford the essential regulatory 
questions of our time.

He began with the reference of how gre-
at the discrepancy is between general 
approval of the concept of subsidiarity 
on its own and the resistance, when it 
deals with execution of subsidiarity. In 
a globally maturing world the little sin-
gularities are likable, on the other side 
ruling scepticism of that the lower levels 
could solve the complex problems of 
our time. What speaks against this is also 
the necessary implementation of subsi-
diarity. Adding to that is the misguided 
ideal that is deeply anchored in our soci-
ety that as much as possible of equality 
means as much as possible justice.

The Crisis of „Ordnungspolitik“

Yet today could through the crisis in 
regulatory questions stand a chance to 
anchor the subsidiarity. Till now prag-
matism has predominated. Policy ma-
nagement was an expression of modern 
political consciousness. Thereby policies 
of the management of problems were 
reduced by those reacted on the allo-
cation of funds. Rarely gets asked what 
are the deeper causes of the problems. 
With the financial crisis also some value 
debates are solved that the question of 
trust in the system of financial regulati-
on have also debated on the difference 
between initiation of quality of life and 
living standard. 

Today we are looking for new regulati-
ons:
•	 for	the	inner	developments	of	our	so-

cieties
•	 for	the	development	of	our	states
•	 in	 regard	 of	 international	 coopera-

tion	(from	the	crisis	we	have	discove-
red how dependent of each other we 
already	are)

Glück discerns that it is necessary to 
have in-depth debates.

Connection of freedom and 
responsibility

The function of a new regulatory po-
licy would be to find the best possible 

connection between freedom and re-
sponsibility as when one wants power, 
one must also take over responsibilities 
– also over unpopular things. In the past 
decades we have experienced tearing 
between development of authorities 
and anti-authorities. Now we have to 
find a new even. The crisis has its roots in 
the decoupling of freedom, the claim for 
self-determination and the readiness to 
take over responsibility. The foundation 
of each regulatory debate will be in how 
we connect freedom and responsibility 
in the best possible way in the develop-
ment of values. Though values alone do 
not change the world when the neces-
sary structures and incentive systems 
are not also achieved – without these 
one ends in moralization.

Rearrangement of the ratio 
Citizens – State

It is implied that there is a rearrange-
ment of the ratio citizens – state. First of 
all we have as much as possible of state, 
especially but not only there, where left 
mindset was defining. Then we had the 
eruption to as much as possible of com-
petition, which was one of the sources 
of the financial disaster because the 
state did not anymore comply with its 
regulatory functions. We need a regula-
tion for power and competition, for the 
connection of economy and ecology,  
globally and locally.

Subsidiarity brings the responsibility – 
and structural principle in connection, 
which means responsibility for the par-
ticular citizens
•	 of	themselves
•	 of	their	fellow	people
•	 and	of	their	descendants.

Precedence of self-reliance

The emphasis lies on the precedence of 
self-reliance of particular citizens for the 
help: When the citizen can afford some-
thing on his own, it is not legitimate to 
call for help from a higher level.

A revitalisation of societies can only be 
reached when the citizens feel jointly re-
sponsible and do not feel themselves as 
the customers of the “service company” 
of government administration.

The central question of the future will 
be how the states manage to act like 
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parents who relinquish one thing or the 
other	for	their	children’s	future.

Structural principle

The structural principle conveys the 
precedence of self-reliance and of own 
actions. The policy has enabled thereto 
for the citizens their own space to shape 
as well as possible. The detailed patroni-
sation is currently too strong.

What we need is an example of an ac-
tive civil society. We need regulatory 
principles by which the functions can 
be distributed; without it, it would go 
by the ”principle” of the most influential 
way of thinking.

Subsidiarity is not separatism

Important will be to define precisely 
that subsidiarity is not separatism. Time 
and again here exists the danger of mi-
suse of the term subsidiarity or federa-
lism.	But	it	is	not	about	as	much	power	
as possible for a certain level, but rather 
about the proper distribution of func-
tions as appropriately and humanly as 
possible.

But	 one	 thing	 seems	 clear:	 the	 more	
complex the issues, the less can they 
be pivotally solved, which we can learn 
from the practise of the commercial 
enterprises. They live the decentralisati-
on by giving all the time more compe-

Hungarian Ambas-
sador Istvan Hor-
vath  and Scabols 

Fazekas, former 
Member of Europe-
an Parliament and 

Hungarian Minister.

tence for the smaller units, as there they 
can much better bring in the co-opera-
tors and take over responsibility.

Growing complexity is not 
solvable with Centralism

In state and in European politics the 
opposite is happening, one is about to 
solve growing complexity with centra-
lisation – which shows more and more 
unexpected side effects.

That though ends in a dangerous pro-
cess – the alienation of people from 
structures.

The value of culture must be newly dis-
covered contrary to the fear of loss of 
identity, which in turn brings the fear 
of super-alienation and the exclusion 
of the alien. In the regions we therefo-

re have habitats with which the people 
identify with.

Subsidiarity connects stability 
and dynamics

The subsidiarity connects two factors:
•	 Stability:	 through	 the	 simplicity	 of	

the processes for the citizens and at 
these levels possible indentifiability

•	 And	 dynamics	 of	 developments	
through competition. Therefore the 
necessary incentives are also needed 
for this competition, therefore the in-
equality must be possible to a certain 
degree

To finish off, Alois Glück brought his 
conviction to a phrase that subsidiarity 
works in its many forms setting vitality 
free and in making peace, because peo-
ple can continue to develop in their cul-
tures.

Franz Schausberger, Ver-
bund – Österreichische 
Elektrizitätswirtschafts-
AG  Member of the Board 
Ulrike Baumgartner-
Gabitzer, Chief Editor 
of „Die Furche“ Claus 
Reitan, Austrian Minister 
for Justice Claudia 
Bandion-Ortner, Austri-
an Foreign Minister Mi-
chael Spindelegger and 
Richard Kühnel, Head 
of the Representation of 
the European Commissi-
on in Austria.
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National Conference for Decentralisation of Serbia

Serbia Moves Towards Decentralisation

On	 29	 and	 30	 March	 2010,	 IRE-chairman	 Franz	
Schausberger	took	part	as	the	president	of	the	CoR	
Western-Balkan	workinggroup	at	the	National	Con-
ference	 for	Decentralisation	of	Serbia	 in	Belgrade.	
The event took place at the Serbian Parliament and 
was	organised	by	the	National	Council	 for	Decen-
tralisation of the Republic of Serbia. 
 
The	Serbian	president	of	state	Boris	Tadić	stressed	in	his	ope-
ning presentation how the Decentralisation of his country po-
ses one of the biggest political challenges for the next years. 
He referred to the big problem of depopulation of poorer regi-
ons and through it the declining economical competitiveness. 
The municipalities are missing authority and decision-making 
competence but also a well-informed administration and fi-
nancial resources. The idea of Decentralisation has to be set 
on a wide foundation basis therefore all the institutions of the 
country and not merely the government must get concerned 
with it.
The Deputy Prime Minister Mladjan Dinkić, Minister of Econo-
my and Regional Development, emphasized that through the 
decentralisation and regionalisation the inequalities of Serbi-
an regions can be evened. Serbia needs political regions and 
stronger municipalities for an effective regional and local de-

velopment of infrastructures. 
Schausberger spoke on the topic of “Power of Regions in the 
European Union” and gave an overview over the diverse sy-
stems and types of decentralised and regionalised states in Eu-
rope and informed about the strengthened importance of the 
principle of subsidiarity and thereby the regions and councils 
within EU of the Treaty of Lisbon.
The attending Serbian mayors made in their requests to speak 
strong emphasis on the rapid introduction of decentralisation 
in Serbia and thereby the reinforcing of the municipalities.

Franz Schausberger at his presentation in front of the National 
Council for Decentralisation of the Republic of Serbia. In the back-
ground: Chairman Nenad Canak.

The Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia, Mladjan Dinkić, Minister 
of the Economy and Regional Development as well as his State-
Secretary for SMEs and Decentralisation, Dragijana Radonjić-
Petrović welcomed Franz Schausberger to a detailed discussion.

The Serbian Parliament.
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National Conference for Decentralisation of Serbia

Serbia Moves Towards Decentralisation

The Serbian president of the state, Bo-
ris Tadić, delivering his keynote speech 
about the Decentralisation of Serbia.

State Secretary Dusko Radaković, from 
the Ministry for Public Administration 
and Local Self-Administration in discus-
sion with Franz Schausberger.

IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger, President of the 
Committee of the Regions working group 
Western Balkans:
 
Serbia needs to continue the 
regionalisation process – EU 
regional policy needs strong regions 
and municipalities as partners

The adoption of the new status of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina by the 
Serbian parliament, which took place after a long lasting discussion, is an impor-
tant	contribution	to	an	approximation	of	Serbia	to	the	EU,	said	the	Chairman	of	the	
Institute	of	the	Regions	of	Europe	(IRE),	Franz	Schausberger	in	a	speech	at	a	con-
ference on decentralisation of Serbia in Novi Sad, on February 26, 2010. There is a 
hope that this new statute that gives Vojvodina more autonomy and more respon-
sibility is a starting point of discussion about establishing more regions within Ser-
bia, explained Schausberger in his function as the president of the working group 
Western	Balkans	at	the	Committee	of	the	Regions.
 
The European Union plans enormous financial resources from the Instrument for 
Pre-Accession	(IPA)	for	Serbia	as	a	potential	candidate	country.	EU	planed	for	Ser-
bia	for	the	year	2010	more	than	198	million	Euro,	for	the	year	2011	almost	203	milli-
on Euro and for the year 2012 almost 207 million Euro for Serbia. In order to receive 
financial resources, there is a need for a development of good projects from regi-
ons and municipalities. Regions and municipalities of Serbia must be integrated 
in demands of European funding and particularly they must be administratively, 
personal and monetary equipped, so that they can be in the position to develop 
reasonable and adequate projects. This should help with bringing Serbia close to 
the European standards and should even big economic differences between regi-
ons of Serbia, said Schausberger. This is why the regional policy of the European 
Union needs strong regions and municipalities as partners. 
 
On	the	occasion	of	the	two-day	conference,	that	was	organised	by	the	Balkan	In-
vestigative	Reporting	Network	(BIRN)	and	by	the	Centre	for	Regionalism,	Schaus-
berger met the Serbian State Secretary for regional development, Dejan Jovanović, 
the chairman of the national board for regionalisation of Serbian parliament, Nen-
ad Čanak, as well as important representatives of the provincial government and 
provincial parliament of AP Vojvodina. 

Franz Schausberger together with the 
Serbian State Secretary for regional de-
velopment, Dejan Jovanović on the oc-
casion of the conference on the regiona-
lisation in Serbia.
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INDUSTRIE IST VERANTWORTUNG
Die Industrie ist Kern und Motor der österreichischen Wirtschaft. 
Gerade jetzt gilt: 
Wer die Industrie stärkt, investiert in Arbeitsplätze 
und den Aufschwung.

WIR arbeiten am AUFSCHWUNG!

Andreas	 Kiefer	 (Austria),	
Director of the European 
Affairs Department of the 
Land Salzburg, was elected 
on 17 March 2010 Secreta-
ry	General	of	the	Congress	
of Local and Regional Aut-
horities	 of	 the	 Council	 of	
Europe	 (CLRAE),	 in	 Strass-
burg, France.
In the first round of the 
election, Kiefer obtained 
137	 votes	 (majority	 of	
votes),	Antonella	Cagnolati	
(Italy)	 94	votes	 and	Leo	Platvoet	 (Netherlands)	13	votes.	 244	
valid votes were cast.
Andreas	Kiefer,	born	6.	October	1957	in	Salzburg,	studied	law	
and economics at the Universities of Linz and Salzburg. He is 
married and has three children.
Andreas Kiefer has taken on his duties on 1 April 2010.
The	Institute	of	the	Regions	of	Europe	(IRE)	congratulates	An-
dreas Kiefer and wishes him all the best for his new position. 
We will look forward of continuation of our existing good col-
laboration with him.

Andreas Kiefer New 
Secretary General of CLRAE
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High Honorary Merit for 
President Ivan Jakovčić

Austrian Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger bestowed the 
President of the Croation region of Istria, Ivan Jakovčić, with 
the high Austrian merit, the „Großes Goldenes Ehrenzeichen 
mit dem Stern für Verdienste um die Republik Österreich“ 
(„Grand Decoration in Gold with Star for Services to the Repu-
blic of Austria“) for his efforts for the good partnership of Aus-
tria and Croatia.
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Recently	 IRE-Chairman	 Franz	
Schausberger	 met	 EU-Commis-
sioner for Regional Policy Dr. 
Johannes	Hahn	in	Brussels.	They	
agreed upon a close coopera-
tion especially in the field of the 
elaboration of a Danube Region 
Strategy, which is in the working 
field	of	Commissioner	Hahn.	

Since the results should be pre-
sented until the end of 2010, 
there is an urgent need for effici-
ent work in fields such as trans-
port, energy, information tech-
nology and environment. It is 
very important that regions and 
municipalities contribute to this 
development as well. The Danu-
be Region strategy is supposed 
to be concluded by 2011. 
 
Schausberger announced that 
he is going to broach the issue 
of the Danube Region strategy 
in the working group of Western 
Balkans	of	the	Committee	of	the	
Regions, since most of the coun-
tries	of	Western	Balkans	belong	
to the Danube Region.  

Cooperation with 
a focus on Danube 

Region strategy

IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger and 
EU-Commissioner for Regional Policy Jo-
hannes Hahn

Conference on the EU Strategy 
for the Danube Region:

Transport, Energy and 
Environment

Johannes	 Hahn,	 European	 Commissi-
oner for Regional Policy said: „It is clear 
that some issues, like pollution and 
flooding, cannot be tackled at national 
level alone. In the Danube Region, we all 
agree that improved cooperation is nee-
ded to identify joint problems and op-
portunities, and we also agree on joint 
responses.“ 

The Austrian Foreign Minister Michael 
Spindelegger stressed the specific fea-
ture of the strategy for the Danube Re-
gion, which - contrary to the North Sea 
Strategy – has included non-EU Mem-
ber States from the very beginning: 
„The strategy is rightly one that focuses 
on the Danube Region and not just on 
the Danube River. Its objective is to 
contribute to a balanced consideration 
of the interests of some of the richest 
and some of the poorest parts of Euro-
pe. The aim should be to reconcile the 
various opinions on how to achieve a 

The	objectives	of	the	conference	on	19/21	April	2010	in	Vienna	and	
Bratislava	have	been	to	discuss	the	issues	of	transport,	energy,	urban	

areas, environment and information society and urban issues. 

better protection and a better use of the 
Danube River.“ 
„The Danube is an environmentally 
friendly transport route that is not, ho-
wever, adequately used. At the same 
time, it is necessary to protect the ecosy-
stem of the river and its riverside lands-
capes. The objective is a sustainable and 
competitive transport system“, said the 
Austrian Foreign Minister. 
The Danube Region encompasses 14 
countries	 (of	 which	 8	 are	 EU	 Member	
States):.Austria,	 Bulgaria,	 Czech	 Repu-
blic, Hungary, Germany, Romania, Slovak 
Republic,	Slovenia,	Bosnia	and	Herzego-
vina,	 Croatia,	 the	Republic	 of	Moldova,	
Montenegro, Serbia and Ukraine.
The consultation process on the Danube 
Strategy will continue until the summer 
with	further	events	planned	for	Bulgaria	
(May)	and	Romania	(June).	
The	Commission	will	propose	an	Action	
Plan and governance system in Decem-
ber 2010.

EU-Commissioner for Regi-
onal Policy Johannes Hahn

Michael Spindelegger, Aus-
trian Foreign Minister

Michael Häupl, Lordmayor 
of Vienna welcomed the 
numerous participants from 
the whole Danube Region.



14 newsregion 17 / may10

Stark
Ideen

hyposalzburg.at

Wu?rfel_stark_170x120_4c:Layout 1  22.02.2010  13:59 Uhr  Seite 1

During the constitutive Plenary Sessi-
on	 of	 the	 Committee	 of	 the	 Regions	
(CoR)	on	11	February	 in	Brussels,	 the	
chairman of the Institute of the Regi-
ons of Europe and Former President of 
Land Salzburg Dr. Franz Schausberger 
was	 elected	 as	 chairman	of	 the	CoR-
workinggroup	“the	Western	 Balkans”.	
“My election is also a recognition of 
Austrian engagement to this part of 
Europe and represents for me an exci-
ting challenge”, explained Schausber-
ger after his election. He will attempt 
to contribute, through the expansion 
and strengthening of regional and lo-
cal	border-crossing	cooperation’s	into	
depletion of tensions between single 
countries and nationalities. 

Many problems that seem unsolvable 
in the national level can be success-
fully defused locally through focused 
collaboration between the regions 

Schausberger Elected to Chairman of the 
CoR-Working Group “The Western Balkans”

and communities. For 2010 he has 
suggested to dedicate himself mainly 
on	 the	 countries	 of	 Bosnia-Herzego-
vina and Albania. The function of the 
working group comprises in addition 
also the countries of Serbia, Montene-
gro, Kosovo and Mazedonia. The goal 
is to take concrete actions to further 
transmission to set these countries 
into the European Union, explained 
Schausberger.

Schausberger, who represents the 
Land Salzburg as a full member at the 
Committee	of	the	Regions,	 is	a	mem-
ber	 in	 the	 Commission	 CIVEX	 (Civil	
Rights, European governance, Insti-
tutional	concerns	and	foreign	affairs)	
as	well	as	a	member	of	 the	Common	
Advisory	Committee	of	Croatia).

Moreover,	he	was	elected	 to	 the	CoR		
as a EPP-vice president. 

Former President of Land Salzburg and 
IRE chairman Franz Schausberger and 
the new vice-president of the Committee 
of the Regions, Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso, 
during the constitutive of the Committee 
of Regions in Brussels. Vacárel Siso will 
take over the duties of CoR president from 
2012 till 2015.
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The main problem of the cities is the 
securing of public services despite the 
depression, explained the new Mayor of 
the	Bulgarian	capital	Sofia,	Mrs.	Yordan-
ka Fandakova, towards the chairman of 
the IRE Franz Schausberger during a 

Meeting with the New Mayor of Sofia, 
Yordanka Fandakova:

Securing Public Services
meeting in Sofia on 20 January.
It concerns the basic supplies, like the 
water supply, refuse disposal, energy 
supply, social- and health facilities, pu-
blic transport etc. The communes espe-
cially in countries in Eastern and South-
eastern Europe are suffering under 
to some extent grave loss of revenue, 
and are barely in the position to gua-
rantee these basic supplies. Therefore, 
as before, cooperation with private 
utility companies need to be searched. 
Important is first of all the Know-How-
exchange between the cities, in order 
to find out how other cities have solved 
similar specific problems.
IRE-chairman Schausberger offered the 
Mayor the services of IRE that sees its-
elf as a turntable and platform for the 
build of regional and communal net-
works and sets the Know-How-transfer 

The Mayor of Sofia, Yordanka Fandakova 
and Franz Schausberger.

Ein romantischer
      Abend für zwei.

Dinner & 
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Überraschen Sie mit einem schönen Abend: 4-gängiges Dinner & Casino Menü, ein Glas Sekt, 
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die Ihnen mit etwas Glück  7.777,– bringen. 
Dinner & Casino um nur 57,– – die Geschenkidee 
nur von Casinos Austria. 12 x in Österreich.
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as the midpoint of its organization.
Irina Savina, the Deputy Mayor, re-
sponsible for the Investments and buil-
ding, explained that the city of Sofia 
is mostly interested in the expansion 
of facilities of renewable energy, like 
photovoltaic’s.	 This	 offers	 numerous	
possibilities for foreign investors as 
Bulgaria	has	very	attractive	support	re-
gulations for renewable energy.Visit at the young artist Plamen Dianov.
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IRE-chairman Franz Schausberger and Rudolf 
Bretschneider,	member	of	 the	 IRE-advisory-board,	
visited the F. Y. Republic of Macedonia from 27 till 
30 April 2010 and had many discussions with the 
representatives of the Macedonian government, 
the	City	of	Skopje,	 international	organizations,	 re-
presentatives of the first Macedonian private uni-
versity FON and with the Austrian ambassador.

The Young Generation is the Hope for Macedonia
The main themes of the discussions were the political situati-
on in context with the controversial question of name of the 
states, the nationality problems and first of all the question of 
decentralisation and the local self-administration in Macedonia.

Controversial question of name

To the controversial question of name the Austrian ambassador 
Alois	Kraut	as	well	as	the	representatives	of	the	OSCE	explained	
that there are intensive mediation attempts, for which there is 
at the moment, neither from the times of the Greeks nor from 
the times of the Macedonians, no discernable willingness for a 
compromise. On the contrary; there are always provocations 
which allow the situation to escalate. So the Macedonian Pri-
me Minister has announced a referendum for the question of 
name.

Skopje is transforming into a modern city: Various new office buil-
dings are under construction.

The beautiful old parts of the city and the castle, that survived the 
earthquake 1963 with the main mosque of Skopje.

The Mayor of the 
City of Skopje, Koce 
Trajanovski explained 
the various projects 
for development and 
progress of the City of 
Skopje.
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The Young Generation is the Hope for Macedonia
Nationality problem

Concerning	 the	 nationality	 problem	 especially	 between	 the	
Macedonians and Albanians, the conflict potentiality for the 
time	being	is	very	low,	in	certain	areas	the	OSCE	has	neverthe-
less built up an early warning system.

Decentralisation

The decentralisation was essentially initiated in 2005 through a 
new municipal law. Through the merging of municipalities, 74 
municipalities were created, the capital Skopje has an excep-
tional position. It comprises itself again 10 municipalities. The 
realization of the decentralization nevertheless goes ahead 
much too slow, as the Minister for Local Self-Government, 
Musa	Xhaferri	 explained.	The	municipalities	do	not	have	 the	
money for financing their competences and moreover their 
political representatives and the representatives of the mu-
nicipal administration do not have the necessary Know-How 
and experience. The EU therefore finances trainings. As a next 
step all the municipalities should confer the disposal over the 
building plot.

Building program “Skopje 2014”

The	Mayor	of	the	City	of	Skopje,	Koce	Trajanovski,	elucidated	
the grand building program “Skopje 2014” which currently is 
on-going and the construction of a new theatre, a big museum, 
a	new	Foreign	Ministry	and	a	new	High	Court	as	well	as	a	grand	
central square which includes a statue of Alexander the Great. 
The last will be misconceived as provocation by the Greek. This 
project is indicative of the identity crisis that the country and 
nation have been going through since their independence.
For Skopje, the question of its lost identity dates back to the 
devastating earthquake that hit the Macedonian capital in 
1963,	destroying	most	of	the	old	city.

Rudolf Bretschneider, member of the IRE-advisory-board, the Mi-
nister for Local Administration, Musa Xhaferri, and Franz Schaus-
berger

Archeological excarvations illustrate the search of Macedonia af-
ter its own history and identity.

The constructing programme consists of ambitious projects as a 
new museum and the new Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

The old bridge joins the old part of the city (mostly albanian) with 
the new part (mostly mecedonian).www
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Numerous reformative steps since 2008

The Special Representatives of the European Union, Erwan 
Fouréré,	referred	to	the	numerous	reformative	steps	of	Mace-
donia since 2008, deplored also the complete standstill in re-
forms since beginning of 2010. The cooperation between go-
vernment and opposition is very bad and has practically come 
to a standstill. From domestic political reasons the willingness 
to compromise of the government in the question of name has 
sunk down to zero, whereas polarization and provocation have 
risen. People count on early parliamentory elections which 
would usually take place in 2012. The hope rests in the young 
generation, as the liberalization of the visa brings many advan-
tages and sees a guarantee for stabilization for those within EU.

The new Opera house in Skopje.

www

Hejtman Jiři Zimola: Interesting 
Project in the South Bohemian Region

The IRE-chairman Franz Schausberger met with the president 
of the South-Bohemia region, Jiři Zimola, on 11 January 2010 
in Budejovice and handed him the cup of friendship of the IRE. 
The region of South-Bohemia became part of the IRE already 
under the previous president Jan Zahradnik. Zimola introdu-
ced his project for “Removal of the ramifications of the Iron 
Curtain”. Schausberger emphasized how this exemplary pro-
ject could also apply as an example for other border regions.
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We Introduce our New IRE-Members

Red Bull GmbH, 
Austria 

represented by 
Head of Legal & HR 

Dr. Volker Viechtbauer
volker.viechtbauer@at.redbull.com   

www.redbull.at

Pieriki Anaptixiaki 
S.A. - Local Develop-

ment Agency of Pieria 
Prefecture, Greece

represented by President of the 
Board of Directors Prefect 

Papastergiou Georgios  
pieriki@otenet.gr

www.pieriki-anaptixiaki.gr

Großglockner 
Hochalpenstrassen 

AG, Austria 
represented by Director Ge-

neral Dr. Christian Heu
heu@grossglockner.at
www.grossglockner.at

City of Čakovec, 
Croatia 

represented by 
Mayor Branko Šalamon 

gradonacelnik@cakovec.hr
www.cakovec.hr

Loomis CEE GmbH, 
Austria 
represented by 
Risk & Human Resources Mana-
ger CEE Stefan Ratzenberger  
stefan.ratzenberger@at.loomis.com   
www.loomis.at 

City of Zarasai, 
Lithuania
represented by 
Mayor Arnoldas Abramavičius  
meras@zarasai.lt
www.zarasai.lt 

Salzburger Flughafen 
GmbH, Austria
represented by 
Managing Director 
Mag. Karl Heinz Bohl  
k.bohl@salzburg-airport.at
www.salzburg-airport.com

The Union of Towns 
and Cities of Slovakia 
(UTCS)
represented by 
President Andrej Ďurkovský, 
Lord Mayor of the City of 
Bratislava  
umosr@gtinet.sk
www.unia-miest.sk
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Regional Elections in France and Italy

Regional elections in 
France 2010

The regional elections in France on Mar-
ch	2010	(first	round	March	14th;	second	
round	 March	 21th)	 were	 a	 so	 called	
“atmosphere-test” for the French go-
vernment	(UMP),	because	this	elections	
were the last important elections before 
the presidental elections 2012. 
The Left-wing alliance won in 21 of 22 
regions on the land-based regions. Only 
the Elsass belongs after the elections 
still to UMP. The results in the overseas-
regions were a little bit different: The 
LSOC	 (socialists)	 won	 in	 Guadeloupe,	
but	 in	 Martinique	 and	 La	 Réunion	 the	
LDVG	(list	of	different	right-parties)	got	
the	majority.	 In	Guyane	and	Corse,	 the	
LMAJ	(list	of	the	majority)	won	the	elec-
tions. 
However, the UMP advanced their result 
from	 the	 first	 round	 to	 9%	 and	 failed	
their result from 2004 short, although 
the gap between UMP and the Left-wing 
alliance	was	very	high	–	about	18%.	The	
Left-wing alliance was the great winner 
of	the	elections,	they	won	8%	oponent	
to the first round. The Front National 
(FN)	lost	on	average	2%,	but	FN	got	18%	
on	the	lined	regions	and	over	20%	in	the	
FN-strongholds. 

The Left-wing alliance was already  the 
winner of the regional elections, but this 
is not a guarantee for the presidental 
elections 2012. The abstention of the 
French	people	was	very	high	-49%-	and	
the	FN	won	9%	of	the	votes	cast,	so	the	
left-wing hasn´t enough support to be 
effective in the presidental elections. 
The result of the elections pressures the 
president, his government and the UMP. 
President Sarkozy and minister presi-
dent Fillon note that the message of the 
voters were understood and the conse-
quences will be drawn. Sarkozy deliver-
ed a speech three days after the elec-
tion in which he promised, that he will 
take the fear and worries of the French 
people seriously, but he will not take a 
change of his reform-course. The French 
should trust in his policy and they will 
see positive results. 
Belong	 to	 the	 atmosphere	 in	Paris,	 the	
French don´t vote against the reforms of 
president Sarkozy, they vote against his 
bustling and crude reform-policy. The 
voters amerce not only the French go-
vernment but president Sarkozy. This is 
also the problem of the political system 
in France – decisions are made in the Ely-
sée	palace	and	the	president	is	the	“king	
of	 Elysée”,	 all	 decisions	 and	 problems	
are held by him.  This isn´t a forecast 
for 2012 - president Sarkozy is strong in 

Party Result 2010 
Second round 
March, 21th 2010 
(in	percentages)

Result 2010 
First round 
March, 14th  2010 
(in	percentages)

Result 2004 
Second round
March, 28th 2004 
(in	percentages)

Result 2004 
First round 
March, 21th 2004 
(in	percentages)

PS 54,05** 29,09 49,91 39,11*
UMP/NC 35,38 26,15 36,84 33,73
Europe 
Ecologie

together with 
PS

12,32 together with PS together with PS

FN 9,17 11,55 12,38 14,70
Front de 
Gauche

together with 
PS

5,90 together with PS together with PS

MoDem 0,84 4,24 together with 
UMP

together with 
UMP

Others 0,56 10,75 0,86 12,46
Overall 
result

100 100 100 100

Abstention 48,79 53,65 34,34 37,88

* alliance socialists, greens and communists
**  alliance socialist, greens, communists and other left-wing parties
Source:	 Konrad	 Adenauer	 Siftung	 online:	 http://www.kas.de/wf/doc/kas_19193-544-1-30.pdf	
(23.04.2010)

The french socialists under Martine 
Aubry are the winners of the regional 
elections.

Regional elections in 
Italy 2010

A round of regional elections in Italy 
were	held	on	28–29	March	in	13	regions	
out of 20, including nine of the ten lar-
gest	 ones:	 Lombardy,	 Campania,	Vene-
to, Lazio, Piedmont, Emilia-Romagna, 
Apulia,	Tuscany		and	Calabria.
The turnout of voters was very low. 
In	 the	 end	 Silvio	 Berlusconis	 coalition	
could win over four of the formerly left 
governed countries.
The elections turned out as a competi-
tion between two rival coalitions built 
around the two major parties: The Peo-
ple	of	Freedom	(PdL)	of	Silvio	Berlusconi	
and	 the	 Democratic	 Party	 (PD)	 led	 by	
Pier	Luigi	Bersani.	The	third	largest	party	
in	Italy,	Lega	Nord	(whose	main	regional	
sections, Liga Veneta, Lega Lombarda 
and Lega Piemont play a big role in Ve-
neto, Lombardy and Piedmont, respec-
tively)	 supported	 joint	 candidates	with	
the	 PdL	 in	 Northern	 and	 Central	 Italy,	
while the PD ran in coalition with Italy 
of Values in most regions. The Union of 
the	Centre	formed	alliances	either	with	
the PdL and the PD, depending on the 
regions.
During the campaign, four regions see-
med	safe	for	the	PdL	and	its	allies	(Lom-
bardy,	Veneto,	Campania	and	Calabria),	
while the PD was sure to win in five regi-
ons	 (Emilia-Romagna,	Tuscany,	Marche,	
Umbria	 and	 Basilicata).	 Four	 regions	

Results Regional Elections France 2010

presidental elections and, compared to 
other elections in France, when the gap 
between left and right is high, the right-
wing parties move together.

Isabell Gunzer
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Regional Elections in France and Italy

Roberto Cota very narrowly won over 
the region of Piedmont.

Enrico Rossi comfortaby held Tuscani 
at his first run for the presidency.

IRE  is sponsored by

(Piedmont,	 Lazio,	 Apulia	 and	 Liguria)	
were	up	for	grabs.	Berlusconi	campaig-
ned hard especially in Lazio, while the 
centre-left put all its bets on Piedmont.
The centre-right went to win the elec-
tions by gaining four more regions than 
in	2005:	Campania,	Lazio,	Piedmont	and	
Calabria.	The	centre-left,	for	its	part,	won	
seven regions out of 13, but those won 
by the centre-right were much bigger. 
Two of those, the most populated two, 
were won by the centre-right: Rober-
to	 Cota,	 leader	 of	 Lega	 Nord	 Piemont,	
won narrowly in Piedmont in what was 
the closest battle, while Renata Polveri-
ni, despite some legal issues that left 
the PdL without a list in the Province of 
Rome, won convincingly in Lazio. The 
centre-left was able to hold Liguria and 
Apulia, where the left-wing outgoing 
President Nichi Vendola was re-elected 
thanks to the presence of a third-party 
candidate who divided the centre-right 
vote.
Lega Nord played a big role in the North, 
where it became the second-largest 
party after the PdL and the largest in 
Veneto.	The	party	 led	by	Umberto	Bos-
si managed to have two of its leading 
members elected at the head of a regi-
on:	Cota	 in	 Piedmont	 and	 Luca	Zaia	 in	
Veneto, where he brought the party to 

Results Regional Elections France 2010

Region Centre-right Centre-left Others
Piedmont Roberto	Cota	(LN–P)	

47.3%	
Mercedes	Bresso*	
46.9%	

Davide	Bono	(Five	Star	Movement)	4.1%
Renzo	Rabellino	(Lega	Padana	Piemont)	1.7%

Lombardy Roberto Formigoni 
56.1%	

Filippo Penati 
33.3%	

Savino	Pezzotta	(Union	of	the	Centre)	4.7%
Vito	Crimi	(Five	Star	Movement)	3.0%
Vittorio	Agnoletto	(Communist	Refoundation	Party)	2.4%
Gian	Mario	Invernizzi	(New	Force)	0.6%

Veneto Luca	Zaia	(LV–LN)	
60.2%	

Giuseppe	Bortolussi	
29.1%	

Antonio	De	Poli	(Union	of	the	Centre)	6.4%
David	Borrelli	(Five	Star	Movement)	3.2%
Silvano	Polo	(Party	of	the	Venetians)	0.5%
Paolo	Caratossidis	(New	Force)	0.4%
Gianluca	Panto	(Venetian	National	Party)	0.4%

Liguria Sandro	Biasotti	47.9%	 Claudio	Burlando*	52.1%	
Emilia-Romagna Anna	Maria	Bernini	

36.7%	
Vasco Errani 
52.1%	

David	Borrelli	(Five	Star	Movement)	7.0%
Gian	Luca	Galletti	(Union	of	the	Centre)	4.2%

Tuscany Monica Faenzi 
34.4%	

Enrico Rossi 
59.7%	

Francesco	Bosi	(Union	of	the	Centre)	4.8%
Alfonso	De	Virgiliis	(Italian	Radicals)	0.8%
Ilario	Palmisani	(New	Force)	0.6%

Marche Emilio	Marinelli	39.7%	 Gian	Mario	Spacca	53.2%	 Massimo	Rossi	(Communist	Refoundation	Party)	7.1%
Umbria Fiammetta	Modena	37.7%	 Catiuscia	Marini	57.2%	 Paola	Binetti	(Union	of	the	Centre)	5.1%
Lazio Renata	Polverini*	51.1%	 Emma	Bonino	(Rad)	48.3%	 Marzia	Marzioli	(Network	of	Citizens)	0.5%
Campania Stefano	Caldoro*	

54.3%	
Vincenzo De Luca 
43.0%	

Paolo	Ferrero	(Communist	Refoundation	Party)	1.4%
Roberto	Fico	(Five	Star	Movement)	1.3%

Apulia Rocco Palese 
42.3%	

Nichi	Vendola	(SEL)	
48.7%	

Adriana	Poli	Bortone	(I	South	–	Union	of	the	Centre)	8.7%
Michele	Rizzi	(Communist	Alternative	Party)	0.4%

Basilicata Nicola Pagliuca 
27.9%	

Vito De Filippo* 
60.8%	

Magdi	Allam	(I	Love	Italy)	8.7%
Marco	Toscano	(Movement	against	Indifference)	1.5%
Florenzo	Doino	(Workers‘	Communist	Party)	1.1%

Calabria Giuseppe	Scopelliti*	57.8%	 Agazio	Loiero	32.2%	 Pippo	Callipo	(Italy	of	Values)	10.0%

an	unprecedented	35.2%	of	the	vote.
Beppe	 Grillo‘s	 Five	 Star	 Movement,	 a	
protest party popular among disillusi-
oned left-wingers, had a strong showing 

Source:	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_regional_elections,_2010	(04.	05.2010)

in Emilia-Romagna, where it drew many 
votes from the Democratic Party, and in 
Piedmont, where it delivered the victory 
to	Cota.
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Zukunft beginnt in
Oberösterreich!

Wussten Sie schon, dass Sie viele Angebote des
Landes Oberösterreich auch außerhalb der Dienstzeiten
nutzen können?
Die Landes-Homepage www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at
ist Ihr persönliches Portal zu den vielfältigen Leistungen.
Und das 365 Tage im Jahr.

�  Aktuelle Infos und Daten übersichtlich von A bis Z

�  Alle Förderungen und Serviceangebote

�  Formulare zum Download

�  Broschürenbestellung online

�  E-Government-Dienste

�  Barrierefreier Zugang zu den Seiteninhalten

OBERÖSTERREICH
LAND

www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at

Inserat Homepage Land OOE 170 x 250:Layout 1 28.04.2010 07:33 Seite 1
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60th Birthday with Friends and Companions

The IRE-chairman Franz Schausberger celebrated his 60th birthday within the 
frame of a homely evening with guests from politics and economics, friends and 
companions. The upper-Austrian President Josef Pühringen (in picture with Franz 
Schausberger) held a witty celebratory speech and congratulated the jubilarian.

represented by
Dkfm. Georg Folian, Deputy 
Chairman of the Board
www.warimpex.at 

represented by 
Director General 

Helmut Horeth
www.nuernberger.at 

New Sponsors of the 
IRE Internship Programme 2010

WARIMPEX Finanz- und Beteiligungs 
AG, Austria

Nürnberger Versicherung AG, 
Austria

Aisa Hodzic 
Msc B.rer.nat.

Education:	 Bachelor	 Degree	
in Geography, Masters De-
gree in Landscape Regional 
and Urban Management at 
the University of Salzburg

Actual Studies: PhD in Geo-
graphy, University of Salz-
burg

Languages: German, English, 
Bosnian,	Croatian,	Serbian,	
Russian	(basics)

IRE-Duties: Office manage-
ment, communication with 
members, advisory board, 
sponsors and supporters, 
organisation. 

Angelika Dötzlhofer 
LLBoec

Education: Bachelor	 Degree	
in Law and Economic Sci-
ence at the University of 
Salzburg

Actual Studies: Applied	Busi-
ness Administration, Uni-
versity of Klagenfurt

Languages: German, English

IRE-Duties: Support service 
for IRE members, IRE-Pu-
blications, Internship Pro-
gramme, SME Region as 
well	as	the	6th	Conference	
of European Regions and 
Cities.

New Members of the IRE-Staff
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