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The EIB Group (European 
Investment Bank and Eu-
ropean Investment Fund) 
has started in December 
2008 an anti-crisis-packa-
ge as a significant contri-
bution to the European Recovery Plan. This package did 
increase the EIB lending with some EUR 15 billion p.a. 
for 2009 and 2010. The normal amount of EIB lending is 
about EUR 45 billion for EU member states.

After a fast start of the implementation in the first 
months of 2009 and a strong economic downturn in the 
first quarter of the year it was decided that the financial 
measures during the current crisis will be increased by 
another EUR 10 billion p.a., so that the EIB lending acti-
vities in the whole EU come out with EUR 70 billion for 
2009 and the same for 2010. 

These additional operations focus on SMEs and Mid-
Caps, on Energy, Climate Change and Infrastructure as 
well as on operations in Convergence Areas. The Eu-
ropean Investment Fonds (EIF) contributes with a EUR 
one billion mezzanine financing for SME. 

Parallel to this, the EIB Group strengthened its work 
within JASPERS and Technical Assistance in conver-
gence areas to speed-up the process of the project-
application for the structural funds of the EU. A proper 
spending of the structural funds is a significant invest-
ment-programme for the new member states with 
round about two percent GDP impact. 

In addition to this long-term initiatives like JESSICA 
(to strengthen and develop urban development - this 
mandate being operated by the EIB) and JEREMIE (to 
improve access to finance for SMEs, this mandate being 
operated by the EIF) will help to create financial leve-
rage out of the structural funds with a focus on the de-
velopment of the regions of the Union. 

Special action lines like the support of the Covenant of 
Mayors Initiative for energy-efficiency and sustainable 
investments belong to the full picture of activities.

Matthias Kollatz-Ahnen 
Vice-President of the European Investment Bank 
(EIB), Luxemburg
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Even though the most important economic barometers 
haven’t shown any clear upswing, the key to a positive deve-
lopment has already been determined: The more European 
small and medium sized enterprises cope with the crisis, the 
quicker Europe will reach an economic recovery. 
In Europe, the 25 million small and medium sized enterprises 
account for 80% of corporate taxes, employ two-thirds of Eu-
ropean workforce, and are long responsible for the increase 
in jobs in Europe. In comparison to the large industry sector, 
regionally anchored SMEs have received very little support 
and assistance from national governments. This was the un-
animous tenor at the Institute of the Regions of Europe ex-
perts’ forum which took place on the 13th of September in 
Salzburg, chaired by Paul Ruebig, Member of the European 

Even though the most important economic baro-
meters haven’t shown any clear upswing, the key 
to a positive development has already been de-
termined: The more European small and medium 
sized enterprises cope with the crisis, the quicker 
Europe will reach an economic recovery.  

Less bureaucracy and easier access to finances
Franz Schausberger
New President of 
SME Regions: 

„Small and medium 
sized enterprises are 
the economic 
backbone of 
Europe‘s regions“ 

Franz Schausberger, chairman 
of the Institute of the Regi-
ons of Europe (IRE) has been 
elected president of SME Re-
gions, which is the organisati-
on of small and medium sized 
enterprises in European regi-
ons and a sub-organisation of 
SME Union in Brussels. 
The SME Union consists of 41 
member organisations from 30 
European countries and four 
country organisations with ob-
server status. 

The small and medium enter-
prises take centre stage in Euro-
pean regional policy, explained 
Franz Schausberger at the 
occasion of his appointment. 
SMEs have shown also during 
the actual crisis that they are 
able to invest and create jobs. 
Nevertheless heavy decrease 
in exportation, in the transport 
sector and within the tourism 
industry has strong and direct 
impact on SMEs. Therefore it 
is absolutely necessary to un-
burden SMEs for example with 
the rating directives for banks 
(Basel II). SMEs are of enormous 
importance for reasons relating 
to regional politics. They ensu-
re local supply, create and safe-
guard employment within regi-
ons and municipalities and are 
therefore crucial factors against 
the drain of regions, especially 
in peripheral regions. 

IRE Expert-forum on the European SME situation: Small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs)
call for improved regulatory framework in order to survive the economic crisis.

Parliament.
According to Gerhard Huemer, Director 
for Economic and Fiscal Policy at UE-
APME, European SMEs have been par-
ticularly hard hit by financial problems. 
Many banks are reluctant to give loans 
at short notice, which results in even 
healthy business investments having to 
be postponed. This problem gravely af-
fects the Baltic nations in particular. SME 
financing appears to be more prevalent 
in states where regional banking is in 
operation.
Andreas Henkel, economic expert at 
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, 
too insists on increasing initiatives to 
help the SMEs cope with the economic 
recession, through using collective con-
tracts. Despite the drop in consumerism 
which will continue into the coming 
months, state support should continue 
to be carried out, in order to strengthen 
investors’ confidence. 
The economic crisis and cyclical downs-
wing are also said to have affected 
Austria’s medium-sized enterprises, alt-
hough in a very different way.  SMEs in 
the supplier sector which are employed 
by larger companies have experienced a 
1:1 drop in turnover. Other SME sectors 
e.g. the service industry, mostly recor-
ded a stable turnover explained Mar-
garete Kriz-Zwittkovits, President of the 
Austrian Business Association. 
SMEs can react in a more flexible and 
rash way to contract fluctuations. The 
necessary business decisions can be re-
ached quickly and do not require long 

drawn out approval from executives. 
On the other hand, scarcity of finances is 
a problem which exists for prospective 
businesses and also existing businesses 
which wish to expand. Stricter equity 
capital criteria due to Basel II creates 
obstacles that SMEs often cannot over-
come. A lack of personnel means that 
the documentation required by banks is 
difficult to produce. Also the public sub-
vention is predominantly linked with 
large bureaucratic expenditure, which 
the SME cannot cope with. 

EU plans major relief 
package

Christian Weinberger, Directorate Ge-
neral for Enterprise and Industry of 
the European Commission in Brussels, 
through a recent European survey, also 
verified that excessive bureaucracy is 
seen by the SMEs as a major problem, 
before access to finance an tax relief is 
even gained. 
The EU is said to be working intensively 
on improving the small and medium 
enterprises’ situation. By 2012, a total 
of 30 million Euros will go to European 
banks, explicitly allocated to SMEs with 
innovative projects. 
Simultaneously the Union has secured 
a package of measures, e.g. where pay-
ment deadlines for invoices are legally 
determined. At present, some EU states 
allow payment for up to five months. 
The EU wants to commit customers to 
pay each particular business promptly.

Visit in Sofia, Bulgaria: 
Renewable Energy and SMEs

Franz Schausberger met two members of Bulgarian Parlia-
ment, Dobroslav Dimitrov (General Secretary of SME Union 
Bulgaria) and Dimitar Avramov (president of SME Union Bul-
garia) in order to discuss the situation of the SMEs in Bulgaria.

On 19 October the chairman and deputy chairman of Ire, 
Franz Schausberger and Stefan Eder, had a meeting with 
Maya Hristova, Vice Minister for Energy in Sofia. The discus-
sions were focussed on the situation of renewable energy in 
Bulgaria.

The Keynote-Speakers of IRE Expert Forum: Gerhard Huemer, Austria, Georg Grabner, 
President of EUREGIO Salzburg-Berchtesgadener Land -Traunstein, District Chief Coun-
cillor Berchtesgadener Land, Bavaria, Germany , Margarete Kriz-Zwittkovits, President of 
“Österreichischer Gewerbeverein“ (OGV), Austria, Paul Rübig, Member of the European 
Parliament, Austria, Christian Weinberger, Entrepreneurship and SME Policy Adviser, Eu-
ropean Commission, Enterprise & Industry Directorate General, Brussels, Belgium, Georg 
Silber, austria wirtschaftsservice (aws), Vienna, and Andreas Henkel, Austrian Chamber 
of Commerce, Department of Economic Policy, Austria
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“Europe’s regions and states and the 
economic crisis”- The title alone shows 
that the 5th Conference of the Institute 
of the Regions of Europe, held on the 
14th of September 2009 in Salzburg, 
took place in very different circum-
stances than previous conferences. Up 
until now, topics such as, the economic 
boom, prevalent in Europe’s regions and 
communities, were discussed. Particu-
lar focus was placed on: the financing 
of the numerous regional and local in-
frastructure packages, the continuous 
growth in Europe’s tourist industry, the 
question of supplying energy and water, 
or the increasing economic importance 
of Europe’s regions and states.
Since the last conference in August 2008 
the world situation has changed drama-
tically. Not only have private investors 
and entrepreneurs lost money, but also 
the national states, regions and com-

munities. Business ventures have also 
been affected and in some cases have 
suffered severe losses. 
Now many European communities and 
regions victims of the dramatically sin-
king tax revenue. Cutbacks  alone will 
not close the gaps in the budget. For 
this reason conference participants 
were divided into four working groups 
and given the task of finding alternative 
concepts to cope with the crisis. Finding 
Investment programs, which boost the 
economy and simultaneously long-term 
cutbacks, was the task in hand. 
Austria’s regions (federal states) and 
communities have been seriously been 
affected by the global economic crisis. 
By 2010 the federal states’ deficit in re-
venue will reach 1.7 million, and com-
munities’ deficit in revenue will reach 1 
million.  
In Germany’s federal states, the first 

three months of the year 2009 showed 
a household deficit of 13.4 million, in 
comparison to the previous year’s 10.2 
million. 
It is already clear, that cutbacks cannot 
compensate such deficits. This means 
that countries and communities must 
incur additional debts. In European 
terms, this means that most mem-
ber states cannot comply with the 
Maastricht criteria. 
Eastern, Central, and South Eastern Eu-
ropean states could have resisted the 
economic crisis for longer, however this 
year they have been heavily affected 
by worldwide economic upheaval. The 
most dramatic situation can be seen in 
the Baltic provinces, whose economic 
performance in the current year has 
nose-dived by approximately one fifth. 

5th Conference of European Regions and Cities

Financial crisis threatens many European 
regions and cities ability to act
Centralization and nationalization are 
no solutions to the economic crisis

Otto Zich, Former CEO of Sony  and 
Member of IRE Advisory Board, Former 
Austria Vice Chancellor Wilhelm Molterer 
and Szabolcs Fazakas, Former Minister 
for Economy of Hungary, Member of 
European Parliament

Nicola Beer, State Secretary 
for European Affairs, Hesse, 
Germany

Stefan Eder, DLA Piper, Part-
ner, Deputy Chairman of IRE, 
Vienna, Austria

Fodor Tamás, Mayor of the 
City of Sopron, Hungary

CEO Susanne Riess-Passer, Bausparkasse 
Wüstenrot AG, Austria and Claus Reitan, 
Chief Editor of „Die Furche“, Austria

Wilhelm Molterer, Member of 
the Austrian Parliament, For-
mer Austrian Vice Chancellor

Bernhard Felderer, Director 
of the Institute for Advanced 
Studies (IHS), Vienna, Austria

Matthias Kollatz-Ahnen, 
Vice-President of the Euro-
pean Investment Bank (EIB), 
Luxemburg

Michele Pasca Raymondo, 
Deputy Director-General, 
Regional Policy, European 
Commission, Brussels

Wilfried Haslauer, Vice-Presi-
dent of Land Salzburg, Austria

Laurentin Dinu, Dragan Pajić, Nicola Beer, Claus Reitan, József Czukor, Zvonimir Koić, Jiři 
Zimola

Mrs. Nikolova, 
Bulgaria, Irmfried 

Schwimann, Euro-
pean Commission, 

Directorate General 
Competition, 

Financial Services, 
Brussels, Georges 

Kremlis, Europe-
an Commission, 

Directorate-General 
Environment, 

Brussels

Jerzy Kropiwnicki, 
Mayor of the City of 

Lodz, Poland, with 
assistent and Franz 

Schausberger
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It seems that Poland will be the only former 
communist country to continue to avoid a 
recession. According to experts, the econo-
mic recovery is to slowly begin to take its 
course:-After stagnation in the year 2010, a 
clear upswing is expected for 2011. 

Centralization is not the
solution to the economic and 

financial crisis! 

Understandably, during the course of the 
crisis, many serious questions have come to 
light: Has the market economy failed; Was the 
privatization of public businesses the wrong 
path to take? Do regions and communities 
once again have to take over the responsibi-
lity of providing public infrastructure? Does 
the path lead back to nationalization? 
How can regions and communities finance 
infrastructural projects in order to fulfill their 
duties to their citizens’ in future?  What did 
the economic stimulus packages achieve, 
were they practical, sustainable and accura-
te? 
“As usual in economically critical times, cen-
tralization and nationalization automatically 
appear on the scene” says IRE chairman Franz 
Schausberger.
“Now one can see the EU needs more power 
in order to control the crisis!” - Such cries are 
heard in Brussels, in circles of the globalized 
industry and among finance managers.  Po-
liticians in national governments see the 
chance to abolish “expensive regional and 
local structures” and replace them with cen-
tralized structures. However it still cannot be 
proved that centralization is more cost ef-
fective than regionalism. Consequently, the 
communist planned economy should have 
produced the cheapest administration ma-
nagement. 
Schausberger: Is it not easy to see that citi-
zen-friendliness and being true to life are 
values which are incredibly important to 
people? Should even more people be forced 
to leave rural areas and have to move to the 
anonymity of urban centers, with all of the 
possible problematic developments which 
may arise as a result?
The economic advantage of citizen-friendli-
ness is not to be forgotten: Every small go-
vernment decision which means that people 
have to travel into the capital, also means a 
further sizable time and financial burden for 
that citizen. In many countries in Europe, par-
ticularly in the former communist countries, 
the excessive demand, both financial and 
administrative, on central governments was 
acknowledged, and gave way to decentrali-
zation and regionalization for this reason. 

Europe‘s Cities and Regions on 
the Search for Confiding Com-

mercial Partners
Neighbourly networks and 

efficient structural 
subsidies as way out 

of the crisis

European cities and region can master the 
economic crisis and even came off strengthe-
ned – if the increased structural subsidies 
given by the EU flow quick and unbureau-
cratically into the affected regions and if les-
sons are learned properly from the financial 
disaster. This concordant view was shared in 
the panel discussion by high ranking regio-
nal and municipal politicians from several 
countries in the frame of the 5th conference 
of European regions and cities. 
Political representatives of various local aut-
horities from Germany, Hungary, Croatia, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech Republic 
and Romania emphasised thereby the ne-
cessity of stable economic networks among 
regional neighbours. „The most important 
lesson from this financial crisis is that in the 
future we must rely even more on investors 
and economic partner from neighbourly re-
gions“, explained József Czukor, Secretary of 
State of the Hungarian Ministry for Foreign 
Affaires. 
Especially Hungary had to fight heavily with 
a sudden pullback of banks and investors af-
ter the breakout of the financial crisis – gran-
ting of loans even for public institutions has 
almost come to a standstill. „Partners, who 
do not know each other enough, quickly 
loose confidence and trust in each other in 
times of crisis“, concludes Czukor. For future 
investment programmes, for instance in the 
fields of education or infrastructure, Hunga-
rian regions shall hence search more inten-
sively for partners in neighbouring countries 
and regions than they did in the past. Crucial 
for that is the consistent build-up of econo-
mic networks in order to be better prepared 
in times of crisis. 
Efficient help for most concerned ones
Laurentinu Dinu, speaker of the Romanian 
Ministry for Foreign Affaires, stated that hen-
ceforth also regional banks and enterprises 
will have to show themselves better prepa-
red. The long-time boom before the crisis 
disguised some weaknesses completely. 
„More than heretofore, it has to be worked 
on creditworthiness and long-term good ra-
tings, especially when highly depending on 
foreign countries in the field of investment“ 
said Dinu. 
Currently, Romanian cities and regions also 
get to feel the effects of the crisis; however 
to a very unequal extent; - as it is the case in 

Simon Meier, entrepreneur and 
Stefan Eder, Partner of DLA Piper, 
Deputy Chairman of IRE, Austria

Stefan Eder, Partner of DLA Piper, 
Deputy Chairman of IRE, Nicola 
Beer, State Secretary for European 
Affairs, Hesse, Germany, Matthias 
Kollatz-Ahnen, Vice-President of 
the European Investment Bank 
(EIB), Luxemburg, Bernhard 
Felderer, Director of the Institute 
for Advanced Studies (IHS),  Austria 
and Fodor Tamás, Mayor of the 
City of Sopron, Hungary

Franz Schausberger, Helmut 
Falschlehner, Immoeast AG and 
Member of IRE Advisory Board and 
Nicola Beer, State Secretary for 
European Affairs, Hesse

Wolfgang Schürrer, Member of 
the Regional Parliament of Upper 
Austria, Austria and Christian 
Hasenleithner, Managing Director, 
Energie AG Oberösterreich Wasser 
GmbH, Austria

Alois Steinbichler, Chairman of the 
Board, Kommunalkredit Bank AG, 

Vienna, Austria, Bernhard Felderer, 
Director of the Institute for Advan-

ced Studies (IHS),  Austria, Stefan 
Eder, Partner of DLA Piper, Deputy 
Chairman of IRE, Austria, Irmfried 

Schwimann, European Commissi-
on, Directorate General Competiti-

on, Financial Services (Banking and 
Insurance), Brussels, Belgium  and 
Gernot Nerb, Head of Department 

Industry Branch Research, Institute 
for Economic Research at the Uni-

versity of Munich (ifo), Germany,   
 

Stefan Eder, Partner of DLA Piper, 
Deputy Chairman of IRE, Austria 

and Anreas Hopf, Managing Direc-
tor, Central Danube Region, Austria

Ambassador Dr. Wendelin Ettma-
yer, Franz Schausberger, Marga-

rete Kriz-Zwittkovits, President of 
“Österreichischer Gewerbeverein“ 

(OGV) and Herbert Kriz-Zwittkovits, 
Austria

Edgar Rosenmayr, Member of the 
Executive Board, Immoeast AG,  

Georg Folian, Deputy Chairman of 
the Board, Warimpex Finanz und 

Beteiligungs AG, Austria, Fodor 
Tamás, Mayor of the City of Sopron, 

Hungary, Helmut Falschlehner, 
Immoeast AG and Member of IRE 

Advisory Board and Jerzy Kropi-
wnicki, Mayor of the City of Lodz, 

Poland
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almost all European countries. Econo-
mically underdeveloped regions obser-
ve presently a decrease of the GDP of 
almost nine percent, the central region 
of Bucharest, however, faces an almost 
equal situation as the year before. „This 
makes clear, that EU has to direct the in-
creased borrowed funds and subsidies 
for SMEs and regional projects to those 
regions. And this quick and without big 
bureaucratic burdens“ said Dinu. Enter-
prises and investors need flexible and 
easily accessible help. 

30 billion more loans 
granted by EIB

In December 2008, the EIB Group (Eu-
ropean Investment Bank and Europe-
an Investment Fund) has launched an 
anti-crisis-package as a crucial contri-
bution to the European reflationary pro-
gramme, explained the vice president 
of the European Investment Bank (EIB) 
Matthias Kollatz-Ahnen. The package 
increased EIB credits by approximately 
15 billion Euros for 2009 and 2001 each. 
In total credits granted by EIB within the 
whole European Union will amount to 
about 70 billion Euros for the year 2009 
as well as for the year 2010. 
These additional activities concentrate 
especially on small and medium-sized 
enterprises with medium market capi-
talisation (midcaps) as well as on the 
energy sector, climate change and in-
frastructure. The European Investment 
Fund contributes one billion Euros to in-
termediate financing for small and me-
dium enterprises. Investments, which 
pay off for regions and municipalities 
with long-term saving effects, are there-
fore possible. 
 

High investment also 
during times of crisis

An example for that is the small district 
of Brcko in Bosnia-Herzegovina. The en-
clave under shared administration bet-
ween Bosnia-Herzegovina and Repu-
blica Srpska with its 80,000 inhabitants 
will also feel the consequences of the 
crisis this year. The budget has declined 
from 110 to 100 million Euros. Howe-
ver, measured at that, Brcko is a big in-
vestor. „In the modernisation of waste 
and wastewater disposal only we are 
going to invest 70 million Euros during 
the upcoming years“, explained Dragan 
Pajić, mayor of Brcko. The foundation of 

a college for agriculture as well as fur-
ther new educational institutions will 
cost about further 70 to 100 million – a 
chance also for foreign enterprises and 
investors. 

Budgets not to be 
consolidated at the costs 

of citizens

Despite these increased financial aids 
from Brussels, most municipalities and 
regions within Europe will have to ex-
tend their budget deficit significantly 
during years of crisis. Elsewise local aut-
horities will not even be able to finance 
their compulsory functions. If this after 
an increase in prosperity will lead ine-
vitably to a rise of taxes and dues, has 
been left open by the experts.

For Nicola Beer, Secretary of State for Eu-
ropean Affaires of Hesse stated however, 
that other measures should be preferred 
for budget reorganisation. „Reasonable 
investment in the field of infrastructure 
as well as in energy-saving-measures 
has to come in the first place, reforms 
of tasks and administration come after 
that“ said Beer. A reorganisation of bud-
get at the costs of the citizens would 
only be the final one of all alternatives. 

General Secretary of IRE, Joachim Fritz, 
and Tomislav Tolušić, President of the 
Region of Virovitica-Podravina, Croatia

2nd line: Zvonimir Koić, Croatia, Zdravko Dijaković, Croatia, Georg Folian, Deputy Chair-
man of the Board, warimpex Finanz und Beteiligungs AG, Austria, Senior Advisor of the 
Board of Directors Mag. Ernst R. Rosi, Raiffeisen Zentralbank (RZB) Österreich AG.   
1st line: Darko Koren, President of the Koprivnica-Križevci County, Croatia and Dobrica 
Milovanović, Deputy Mayor of Kragujevac, Vice-President of the Association of Local 
Democracy Agencies (ALDA), Member of Congress, Kragujevac, Serbia

Christian Weinberger, Entrepreneurship 
and SME Policy Adviser, European Com-
mission, Enterprise & Industry Directorate 
General, Brussels, Belgium

www

The prefect of Koprivnica-Križevci County, 
Darko Koren, an Franz Schausberger 
in front of  the “Easter Eggs from the 
Heart”, which is an attempt to rekindle 
naïve art. This authentic Croatian naive 
painting style should reclaim its place as 
an artistic brand and regain its value as 
a tourist and overall Croatian attraction.
This is an invitation to come to Croatia,” 
said the director of the Tourist Board 
of Koprivnica-Križevci County, Zdravko 
Mihevc.The eggs are 2.05 metres high and 
weigh 30 kilos apiece. The eggs have been 
painted by twenty artists, all members of 
local artistic associations.
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The big differences and the diverse shapes of regi-
onalism within Europe have been depicted by me-
ans of seven examples at the scientific symposium 
organised by the Institute of the Regions of Euro-
pe in Salzburg, which took place on 15 September 
2009. 

The theme was „Regionalisation – Strengthening or Subversi-
on of the National States?“. The head of the EU-representation 
in Austria, Richard Kühnel, the director of the Institut für Fö-
deralismus (research institute for federalism), Peter Bußjäger 
and Elisabeth Alber of EURAC Bolzano committed themselves 
to regionalisation in general within Europe. Academics and 
experts investigated the specific situation of regionalisation 
in seven European countries. 
Professor Delmartino from the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven 
stated that the two Belgian regions Flanders and Wallonia had 
basically nothing in common any more apart from a joint ap-
pearing towards the European Union. The minister-president 
of the small German-speaking Community of Belgium ap-
pears more and more often as mediator.
Jens Wölk from the University of Trento spoke about federa-
lism in Bosnia-Herzegovina, which does not suffer from too 
little competences.  In this country the problem is that it has 
not been possible to transfer the necessary minimum compe-
tences to the federal state. 
Tamas Korhecz, provincial minister of the autonomous pro-
vince of Vojvodina, informed about the current efforts for a 
stronger statute of autonomy for Vojvodina and emphasised, 
that there are no attempts whatsoever of independence from 
Serbia. 

Regionalism needs 
a special

political culture

Gerhard Burian, Di-
rector, International 
Regional Policy and 
Finance, Austrian 
Federal Ministry of 
Economy, Family 
and Youth (Energy), 
Austria and Franz 
Schausberger

Mindaugas Kacerauskis from the representation of the Euro-
pean Union in Chisinau showed a close connection between 
historic development of the state of Moldova and the attempts 
for independence of the region of Transnistria. In this proble-
matic case the external influences by Russia on the one hand 
and Romania on the other hand play an important role. 
While Lauri Hannikainen from the University of Turku could 
explain the autonomy of the Swedish populated Aland-islands 
belonging to Finland as a well functioning and positive exam-
ple, the report on the situation in the Basque Country, given 
by Angela Bourne from the University of Dundee, showed the 

Richard Kühnel
Head of the EU-
representation in 
Austria

Mindaugas Kace-
rauskis, Political 
Advisor to the Euro-
pean Union Special
Representative for 
Moldova, Chisinau

Tamás Korhecz, 
Provincial Minister 
Autonomous Pro-
vince of Vojvodina, 
Novi Sad, Serbia

Peter Bußjäger, 
Director of the Insti-
tute of Federalism, 
Innsbruck, Austria

Elisabeth Alber
research institute 
for federalism 
EURAC Bolzano

Jürgen Dieringer, 
Associate Professor, 
Andrássy University 
Budapest, Hungary

Dobrica Milovanović, Deputy Mayor of Kragujevac, Vice-Presi-
dent of the Association of Local Democracy Agencies (ALDA), 
Member of Congress, Kragujevac, Serbia, Ariana Pendiuc and 
Tudor Pendiuc, Mayor of Pitesti and President of the Romanian 
Municipalities Association
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whole set of problems caused by militant and partly crimi-
nal organisations for independence. The Basque Country is 
perhaps to be considered as the example of a region where 
increasing regionalisation has finally led to radical calls for in-
dependence. 
Jürgen Dieringer from the Andrassy University in Budapest 
demonstrated at the basis of the example of Hungary that re-
gionalisation without transfer of competencies and financial 
resources does not make much sense. 
In Mr. Schausbergers summary of the various reports the fol-
lowing aspects turned out to be of special interest:

•	 Europe	 features	a	multitude	of	different	 forms	of	 regiona-
lism, which is basically to be seen positively and symbolises 
European variety.

•	 Regionalisation	must	not	be	seen	as	an	isolated	phenome-
non but has to be embedded in the bigger historic, geogra-
phical and political environment. 

•	 For	 its	 functioning	 regionalism	 needs	 a	 specific	 political	
culture of mutual trust, willingness to constructive coopera-
tion with other national levels and other regions. Especially 
in the countries of Eastern and South-eastern Europe this 
specific political culture has yet to grow in a hard process 
and is by far not yet fully developed all over. 

Regionalisation has still to fight against numerous prejudices, 
fears and apprehensions and has above all to prove repea-
tedly that regionalisation is in fact the contrary of separatism 
and therefore contributes to the strengthening of the national 
state.  

www

In cooperation with and supported by

Franz Schausberger, Predrak Novikov and Tamás Korhecz, Pro-
vincial Minister for Regulations, Administration and National Mi-
norities, Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, Novi Sad, Serbia

Director Dkfm. Georg Folian, Warimpex Finanz- und Beteiligungs 
AG, Austria and Senior Advisor of the Board of Directors Ernst R. 
Rosi, Raiffeisen Zentralbank (RZB) Österreich AG

Above: General Secretary of the Austrian Association for Europe-
an Policy Gerhard Bauer and General Secretary of IRE, Joachim 
Fritz
Below: Bernd Petrisch, Austria and Roland Ertl, Former Chief of 
Defence Staff, Republic of Austria, both member of the IRE-advi-
sory board
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Eigentlich sind wir tausende Banken:
Die richtige für jeden unserer Kunden.

Banking business is people‘s business. Wir sehen Sie nicht nur als 
Kunden, sondern viel mehr als Persönlichkeit. Denn es zählt nicht nur 
unser Produktangebot, sondern Ihre Wünsche und Träume. Das haben 
wir auf unserem Weg vom Pionier zum Marktführer im erweiterten Alpen-
Adria-Raum gelernt: Jeden Einzelnen ernst nehmen, auf individuelle 
Vorstellungen eingehen und diese gemeinsam verwirklichen. Das macht 
die Partnerschaft aus, welche weit über das Geldgeschäft hinausgeht.

www.hypo-alpe-adria.at        Geben Sie Ihren Träumen eine Chance.
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CoR-Seminar in Gödöllö, Hungary

Connecting EU with Citizens
Integrating the European dimension into daily life is a joint responsibility of European Institutions and of 

national, regional and local politicians. Effective communication policy can only be achieved through a 
decentralised approach anchored at the local and regional level. This was one of the conclusions of the 
CoR-seminar, held in Gödöllö, Hungary, on 16 October 2009. This seminar of the CONST commission of 
the Committee of the Regions (CoR) was chaired by Claudio Martini, president of Tuscany region (Italy).

This seminar presented an opportunity to examine more 
closely the various aspects of the implementation of 
citizen‘s rights by local and regional authorities. The se-

minar aimed to identify best practices that can provide citizens 
with sufficient information, encentives and opportunities to 
be heard by the local and regional politicians on issues that 
matter to them. The citizen‘s opinions have to be adequately 
reflected in all stages of policies elaboration, implementation 
and follow up.

Claudio Martini, president of the CONST-commision, informed 
about the „European Network of Participatory Democracy 
– IDEAL-EU“ in which more than 3000 citizens are personally 
involved.
György Gémesi, the Mayor of the City of Gödöllö, regretted 
that in Hungary the local authorities are not involved in impor-
tant political topics. The national financial subsidies have been 
redused by 25 %.
Laurent Thieule, Director for Communication, Presse and Pro-
tocol of the CoR spoke about decentralised cmmunication and 
stressed the importance of the local and regional representa-
tives as embassadors of the EU. Europe needs familiar faces on 
the ground. Local media are playing an important role in rea-
ching the 500 million people of Europe.

Franz Schausberger, chairman of IRE, underlined the impor-
tance of education in European affairs and proposed to ap-
point a member responsible for EU-questions in each munici-
pal council.
Jamal Shahin presented the CoR study on „Participation in the 
European project: how to mobilise citizens at the local, regio-
nal, national and European levels“.

The Royal Palace at Gödöllö was originally built for the aristocra-
tic Grassalkovich family in the middle of the 18th century, later 
Franz Josef, Emperor of Austria and King of Hungary and his wife 
Elisabeth had their summer residence here.

From right to left: György Gémesi, the Mayor of the City of 
Gödöllö,Claudio Martini, president of Tuscany region, Franz 
Schausberger, chairman of IRE.

Vice-president of the European Parliament, Pál Schmitt (Hunga-
ry), reported about the relations of the EP and the citizens.

In summary the seminar emphasises the importance of the 
further development of participatory democraty at local and 
regional level as one of the cornerstones of modern European 
societies.
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AVE - We set standards!
Austria, Bavaria, South Tyrol, Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Romania, Ukraine and Moldavia.

www.ave.at
A member of Energie AG Oberösterreich

AVE Energie AG OÖ Umwelt GmbH, 4021 Linz, Austria, Böhmerwaldstraße 3, 
Tel.: +43 (0)732 9000-3679, fax: +43 (0)732 9000-53679, email: info.ave@ave.at

Leading as one of the largest waste management companies in CEE.
Sustainable disposal processes to protect the environment.
Innovative total waste management solutions with value materials.

 5,250 employees, more than 150 locations … 
                   … at your service around the clock!

Vorarlberg

In communal elections in the Austrian 
provinces (Bundesländer) Vorarlberg 
and Upper Austria the trend to severe 
social democratic losses, which had 
started already in early 2009 (Salzburg, 
Carinthia), continued in an even more 
dramatic manner. In contrast to that and 
against expectancies the long-standing 
ÖVP governors (Austrian Peoples‘ Party) 
could hold their ground in both provin-
ces and even consolidate. Behind that 
trend experts identify the pronounced 
wish of the voter for continuity in times 
of crisis. 
In regional elections in Vorarlberg, 
Austria‘s smallest province, the ÖVP 
(Austrian Peoples‘ Party) came out again 
as strongest party with an absolute ma-
jority of votes and mandates, whilst SPÖ 
(Social Democratic Party) had to suffer 
considerable losses. In Vorarlberg it fell 
behind to come in fourth for the first 
time. For the social democrats this was 
the worst result in history in regional or 
national elections in Austria. The biggest 
winner of the elections was FPÖ (Free-
dom Party of Austria), which managed 
to double its share of votes and which as 
the sole party could also gain mandates 
in the regional parliament. The Austri-
an Green Party could also attain slight 
gains, however, they lacked behind their 

own expectations regarding mandates 
as well as share of votes. 
Already during campaigning, ÖVP an-
nounced its unwillingness to continue 
the previous coalition with FPÖ. Reason 
for that were anti-Semitic comments 
made by the top candidate during cam-
paigning. After negotiations for a possi-
ble cooperation had failed also with the 
Greens and with SPÖ, ÖVP decided to 
form a one-party government again for 
the first time in many decades. Therefo-
re ÖVP appoints all seven members of 
the regional parliament. Herbert Saus-
gruber remains governor. 

Upper Austria

In regional elections in Upper Austria 
ÖVP could even extend its majority of 
votes and closely approached a majori-
ty of mandates. In the regional govern-
ment it now disposes of five (so far four) 
seats out of nine. SPÖ had to accept 
heavy losses and lost half of their seats 
in the regional government. SPÖ‘s top 
candidate, deputy governor Erich Haider 
resigned from office after the debacle. 
Whilst FPÖ as the big winner of the elec-
tions almost doubled its share of votes 
and achieved to move into government, 
the Greens fell behind FPÖ although 
they kept their share of votes and their 
seat in the government. The BZÖ („Alli-
ance for the future of Austria“, a national 
conservative party) in contrast missed 
again to move into the regional parlia-
ment. 
After six years of coalition between ÖVP 
and the Greens in the regional parlia-
ment there will now probably be no 
laid-down coalition pact due to the clear 
outcome of the election. Governor Josef 
Pühringer, whose ÖVP disposes of 28 out 
of 56 seats in the regional government, 
is aiming for changing majorities and 
partnerships based on subject-matters. 
In the regional government seats shall 
be distributed according to the propor-

tional representation election system. 
SPÖ, FPÖ and the Greens will therefore 
also take government responsibility. 
Experts clearly attribute the trend to-
wards massive SPÖ losses in Upper Aus-
tria and Vorarlberg to national politics. 
Because social democrats lost especial-
ly with young voters and men – many 
votes went directly to FPÖ, which can 
probably be seen primarily in connec-
tion with its clear restrictive attitude 
towards the issues of immigration and 
foreigners‘ integration. 
In simultaneously held municipal elec-
tions in Upper Austria SPÖ could not eit-
her achieve a successful outcome. In the 
bigger cities Linz, Wels and Steyr they 
suffered massive losses – however, they 
could hold on to the mayors. Also in the 
communes FPÖ and partly ÖVP came 
out as winners. 

Communal Elections in Austrian Provinces

ÖVP 50.79 % − 4.13 % 20 − 1 

SPÖ 10.02 % − 6.85 % 3 − 3 

FPÖ 25.12 % + 12.18 % 9 + 4 

The Greens 10.58 % + 0.41 % 4 ± 0

Other   3.49 % not running 0 --

ÖVP 46.76 % + 3.34 % 28 + 3 

SPÖ 24.94 % - 13.39 % 14  - 8 

The Greens   9.18 % + 0.12 %   5 ± 0 

FPÖ 15.29 % + 6.89 %   9 + 5

Other 4.82 % not running -- --

Results  Vorarlberg Results  Upper Austria

Landeshauptmann Josef Pühringer

Landeshauptmann Herbert Sausgruber
LH Josef Pühringer and Vice Cancellor 
Josef Pröll
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This initiative was triggered by the 
EU Commission’s green paper „TEN-T: 
Towards a better integrated trans-Eu-
ropean network at the service of the 
common transport policy”. The inher-
ent advantages of the realization of this 
„BA“-project will be largely felt from Po-
land to Italy and the main results will be 
to enhance the economic development 
and competitiveness of the regions 
along the Baltic-Adriatic Axis, to impro-
ve the accessibility of the regions, to 
foster environment-friendly transport in 
the regions, to further tra�c safety and 

last but not least, to strongly focus on in-
termodal transport nodes and services 
along the Baltic-Adriatic Axis. 
EU-regions, out of �ve di�erent member 
states, gathered on October 6 in the Eu-
ropean Parliament in Brussels to bring 
their common goal of prolonging the 
Baltic-Adriatic Axis to the South to the 
next level. In a festive celebration event, 
political representatives – Polish Mar-
shalls and Austrian Landeshauptmänner 
as well as Italian Presidents – signed a 
common declaration, which shows their 
political will to work together for the 

realization of their common interests. 
The political representatives agreed in 
furthering the immediate realization of 
the Baltic-Adriatic Corridor, explaining 
why the immediate realization of the 
Baltic-Adriatic Axis would be important 
for the European Union and its common 
goals for the future. 
Since the Steiermark o�ce in Brussels 
was the lead initiator of this evening, Mr 
Franz Voves, Landeshauptmann of the 
region Steiermark was one of the key 
persons of the evening. He outlined the 
importance of this landbridge: „A non-

Baltic-Adriatic Alliance – A n  Initiative of  20 Regions
An alliance of almost twenty European regions, representing �ve member states of the European Union, is 
currently working together to foster the prolongation of the Baltic-Adriatic Railway Corridor. The main aim 
is to extend the TEN-T-priority-project No. 23 towards the South to complete the Baltic-Adriatic-Corridor.

The Baltic-Adriatic Landbridge

Baltic-Adriatic Alliance – A n  Initiative of  20 Regions

THE PRIORITIES
The alliance of the respective regions urges the 
European Commission, the European Parliament and 
the Member states concerned to adopt any necessary 
means in order to assure the following six priorities:

(1) Consequent and immediate realization of the 
Baltic-Adriatic Corridor from Gdansk/Gdynia via 
Brno / Bratislava and Wien up to Bologna/Ravenna 
by extending the current Priority Project No. 23 of 
the Trans-European-Network

(2) Securing economic development and competi-
tiveness of the signatory regions along the Baltic-
Adriatic Corridor

(3) Improvement of accessibility for the economic 
regions along the Baltic-Adriatic Corridor

(4) Taking the necessary steps to develop a railway 
network as an alternative to road transport in order 
to accomplish the EUs commitment concerning the 
climate package

(5) Strong focus on intermodal transport nodes and 
services along the Baltic-Adriatic Corridor

(6) Tra�c safety along the Baltic-Adriatic Corridor

FACTS AND FIGURES
The Baltic-Adriatic Landbridge (~1.700 km) leads 
from Gdansk as an important intermodal node to the 
Motorways of the Baltic Sea Region, to the ports of the 
Adriatic Sea passing through twenty European regions.

During recent years

● the Polish major route Grodzisk Mazowiecki-Zawier-
cie between Warszawa and Katowice was rebuilt. The 
present speed (160 km/h) will be accelerated up to 
250 km/h. 

● in the Czech Republic and Slovakia improvements 
are continued, the electri�cation of the trans-border 
section between Katowice and Žilina has been 
completed.

In Austria three key projects of this corridor are at the 
planning or implementation stage:

● the new Vienna Central Railway Station
● the Semmering base tunnel
● the new Koralm line with a 33 km tunnel between 

Graz and Klagenfurt, which will be the 3rd longest 
worldwide – just after St. Gotthard and Lötschberg/
Switzerland.

stop railway Gdansk-Warszawa-Bratis-
lawa-Vienna-Graz-Klagenfurt-Bologna 
will enhance the infrastructure“, he said. 
„This is a signi�cant requirement for  on-
going  growth and new jobs; moreover, 
the realization will bring our regions 
closer together.“ 
Further representatives of the region 
Steiermark, like Ms Kristina Edlinger-
Ploder, regional minister for tra�c in the 
Styrian government, and members of 
the regional parliament, participated in 
the event to underline the importance 
of this tra�c project for the regions. Ms 
Hella Ranner and Mr Jörg Leichtfried, 
both members of the European Parlia-
ment in the tra�c committee, coming 
from Steiermark, were further suppor-
ters of the prolongation of the Baltic-
Adriatic Axis.
The decisive added value of the realiza-
tion of this project for Austria is that im-
portant national projects would �nally 
have their safe place among other pri-
oritized tra�c projects of the European 
Union. For Steiermark this would imply 
that the realization of the two major 
projects, the “Koralmtunnel” and the 
“Semmeringtunnel”, were guaranteed. 

the importance of this common project 
for the European Union in a devoted spe-
ech and pointed out especially that the 
advantages of this project, such as the 
enhancement of the regions’ economy, 
the improvement of their accessibili-
ty and its contribution to a sustainable 
transport network would be felt all over 
the European Union.
=> www.baltic-adriatic.eu 

Manuela Fuchs / Land Steiermark

Presidents of the regions after signing the Declaration on the Baltic-
Adriatic Corridor. © EPP Group in the European Parliament

The prolongation 
of the Baltic-Adria-
tic Axis towards the 
South and its up-
grade to a priority 
project in the TEN-T 
railway network 
would, moreover, 
raise the level of �-
nancial support of 
the European Uni-
on towards natio-
nal railway projects 
along the corridor. 
The chances to 
achieve the goal of 
�nalizing the Baltic-
Adriatic Corridor 
are good, as Mr Antonio Tajani – EU 
commissioner for tra�c – highlighted 
in his keynote speech that this project 
would enhance the future of the TEN-T 
railway network system of the EU. He 
welcomed the realization of this railway 
axis to better connect the countries Po-
land, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Aus-
tria and Italy. Moreover, Mr Brian Simp-
son, head of the transport committee 
of the European Parliament highlighted 
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Kindly
sponsored

by:

Little Super-Sunday in Germany

Regional elections in 
Saarland

In Saarland, CDU (Christian Democratic 
Union) of Minister President Peter Mül-
ler suffered harsh losses with double di-

git percentage points. Therewith it lost 
its absolute majority in the regional par-
liament, even a coalition with FDP (Free 
Democratic Party) does not dispose of 
a majority. Also SPD (Social Democratic 
Party of Germany) under Heiko Maas 
lost share of votes, however, remained 
ahead of the Left, which achieved by 
far its best result in a Western German 

Federal Land with its widely 
known top candidate Oskar 
Lafontaine. However, also SPD 
and the Left do not dispose of 
mandate majority. Alliance 90/
The Greens could again achie-
ve to move into the regional 
parliament – the party has de-
cisive weight during currently 

running coalition talks. 
CDU has entered campaigning without 
giving a specific declaration regarding 
coalition options. Officiating Minister 
President Peter Müller, however, intima-
ted preferring collaboration with FDP to 
all other models. Top candidate of Saar-
SPD did not rule out a coalition with the 
Left. The Left aimed for a coalition with 
SPD. For forming a majority government 
at least 26 members of the Bundestag 
are required. Therefore, for government 
building a big coalition of CDU and SPD 
(32 mandates) is in the run as well as a 
coalition of three including the Greens, 
either in a 27 mandates strong red-red-
green coalition or as a so-called Jamai-
ca-coalition between CDU, FDP and the 
Greens  (also 27 mandates). 

Regional elections in 
Thuringia

Harsh losses for CDU resulted also from 
elections in Thuringia. Minister President 
Dieter Althaus lost more than 10 per-
centage points and thereby the abso-
lute majority. CDU, however, remained 
strongest party. President Althaus‘s 
person was fiercely discussed during 
the election campaign. When skiing in 
Austria in winter, Althaus had caused an 
accident, in which a woman was killed. 
Shortly after that he was conditionally 
sentenced to imprisonment by an Aus-
trian court. Althaus, who was heavily 
injured in that accident himself, ran as 
top candidate for his party anyhow. Due 
to the election results he resigned four 
days after the polls. 
The Left and SPD won shares of vote 
with what besides a possible CDU-SPD 
coalition also the Left and SPD together 
dispose of a majority of mandates in the 
regional parliament. The Greens and 
FDP moved into the regional parliament 
of Thuringia for the first time since 1990 
while Free Voters and right-wing extre-
mist NPD failed with results of about 4 %. 
Due to the result and the partly hard-
fought campaign, coalition talks turn out 
to be extremely difficult. SPD top candi-
date Christoph Matschie renounced the 
presidential office four weeks after the 
elections, demands however that SPD 
supplies the Minister President in coa-
lition with the Left. Being the strongest 
party, the Left first claimed the office for 

itself, however, gave in later. 
Nevertheless, a black-red coalition does not seem to be im-
possible either. Because after SPD had conducted exploratory 
talks with CDU as well as with the Left and the Greens, the re-
gional SPD executive committee decided on 1 October to start 
coalition talks with CDU, since talks with the Left and with the 
Greens had failed. 

Regional elections in Saxony

Other than in Saarland and Thuringia, CDU could hold its 
ground in Saxony. The party of Minister President Stanislaw Til-
lich clearly remained strongest party despite slight losses. Also 
the Left lost shares of vote. Wile SPD could slightly improve its 
historically low electoral result of 2004, FDP gained clearly so 
that a regional parliament coalition of CDU and FDP became 
possible as an alternative to the continuance of the previous 
CDU/SPD-coalition. Alliance 90/The Greens could stabilise its 
result, right-wing extremist NPD achieved despite considera-
ble losses to move again into the regional parliament. As result 
of the polls a government coalition of CDU and FDP was built, 
the cabinet Tillich II. Turn out of voters was at 52.2 % and so 
dropped by 7.4 percentage points compared to 2004 while it 
went up significantly in Thuringia and Saarland. 

CDU 34.5 % -13.0% 19 -8

SPD 24.5 %  -6.3% 13 -5

The Left 21.3 % not running 11 +11

FDP 9.2 %  + 4.0%  5 +2

The Greens 5.9 %  + 0.3% 3 0

Other 4.6% - 4.7% 0 0

Results Saarland

Results Thuringia

Results Saxony

CDU 31.2 % -11.8 % 30 -15

PDS/Left 27.4 % + 1.3 % 27   -1

SPD 18.5 % + 4.0 % 18 + 3

FDP 7.6 % + 4.0 %  7 + 7

Alliance 90/
The Greens

6.2 % + 2.6 %  6 + 6

Others 9 % + 0.7 %  0 0

CDU 40.2 % (−0.9) 58 +3

PDS/Left 20.6 % (−3.0) 29 - 2

SPD 10.4 % (+0.6) 14 +1

FDP 10.0 % (+4.1) 14 +7

Alliance 90/
The Greens

6.4 % (+1.3) 9 +3

NPD 5.6 % (−3.6)  8 - 4

Others 6.8 % (+1.5)  0  0

Just four weeks before elections to the German Bundestag, the citi-
zens of Saxony, Thuringia and Saarland were called to vote for new 
regional parliaments. This polling day was built up to an important 
test for the upcoming elections to the Bundestag by all observers – in 
the end results, however, were too diverse to allow clear trends for the 
Bundestag elections to be drawn from it. 

Rectification regional and municipal elections in 
Croatia, published in the IRE- newsregion, Nr. 14, 
July 09, p.8. It should say: 
„Now, however, HNS candidate Štromar won elections. 
Varaždin: Predrag Štromar (HNS), 51.56 % (IRE member), 
change from HSS to HNS“ 
We apologise for any inconvenience!

Stanislaw Tillich (CDU) 
clearly remained stron-
gest party in Saxony.
Foto: www.sachsen.de
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Delivering contacts, content und communities 
with the power to transform your business.

WELCOME TO THE TRADE FAIRS FOCUSED ON 
CENTRAL, EASTERN AND SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE

07 – 11 November 2009  
Messezentrum Salzburg, Salzburg, Austria

12 – 15 November 2009 
Messe Wien, Vienna, Austria

24 – 28 November 2009 
Prague Exhibition Centre – PVA Letnany, Prague, Czech 
Repulic

26 – 29 January 2010 
Messe Wien, Vienna, Austria

2 – 5 February 2010 
Crocus Expo, Moscow, Russia

9 – 12 February 2010
Agrokomplex, Nitra, Slovakia

17 – 19 March 2010 
IEC International Exhibition Center, Kiev, Ukraine

06 – 09 May 2010
Messe Wien, Vienna, Austria

12 – 15 May 2010  
IEC International Exhibition Center, Kiev, Ukraine

12 – 15 May 2010 
IEC International Exhibition Center, Kiev, Ukraine

18 – 20 May 2010
Messe Wien, Vienna, Austria

15 – 17 June 2010 
Lütfi Kirdar Convention & Exhibition Centre, Istanbul, Turkey

September 2010  
Korne Exhibition Centre, Astana, Kazakhstan

5 – 8 October 2010  
Crocus Expo, Moscow, Russia

12 – 15 October 2010 
Messe Wien, Vienna, Austria

www.gastmesse.at

www.buchwien.at

www.ppa.cz

www.aquatherm.at

www.aquatherm-moscow.com

www.ppa.cz

www.intertool-kiev.com

www.viennafair.at

www.aquatherm-kiev.com

www.coolclima-kiev.com

www.realvienna.com

www.istanbulrestate.com

www.aquatherm-astana.com

www.intertool-moscow.com

www.vienna-tec.at

EXHIBITION DATE / LOCATION www

www.messe.at As of October 2009. Subject to alterations.

Reed Messe Salzburg GmbH
Am Messezentrum 6, PF 285
A-5021 Salzburg
T: +43 (0)662 44 77-0
F: +43 (0)662 44 77-161
info@reedexpo.at

Reed Messe Wien GmbH
Messeplatz 1, PF 277
A-1021 Wien
T: +43 (0)1 727 20-0
F: +43 (0)1 727 20-443
info@messe.at

For further information: LEGEND: 
RX  ORGANISED BY REED EXHIBITIONS AUSTRIA

RX-L  LICENCED BY REED MESSE WIEN GMBH

RX   ALLES FÜR DEN GAST – HERBST
 International trade fair for the entire catering, restaurant  
 and hotel trade 

RX   BUCH WIEN 09
 International Book Fair and Reading Festival

RX-L   AQUATHERM Prague
 16th International Trade Fair for Heating Technology, 
 Air-conditioning, Sanitary, Environment Protection  
 Technology, Measurement and Regulation

RX   AQUATHERM Vienna
 International trade fair for heating, sanitary fittings,  
 air conditioning and ventilation 

RX-L   AQUATHERM Moscow
 14th International exhibition for heating, ventilation, 
 air-conditioning, water supply, sanitary and environmental  
 technology and pools

RX-L   AQUATHERM Nitra
 12th International Trade Fair for Heating Technology, 
 Air-conditioning, Sanitary, Environment Protection  
 Technology, Measurement and Regulation

RX-L   INTERTOOL Kiev
 11th International exhibition for Hardware, Tools and DIY

RX   VIENNAFAIR
 The International Contemporary Art Fair focused on Central 
 and Eastern Europe

RX-L   AQUATHERM Kiev

 12th International Exhibition for Heating, Ventilation, 
 Air-conditioning, Water Supply, Sanitary and Environmental   
 Technology

 TOGETHER WITH: 

RX-L   COOL CLIMA Kiev

 12th International Exhibition for Air-Conditioning, Ventilation, 
 Refrigeration and Industrial Cooling

RX   REAL VIENNA
 The CEE/SEE-focused Real Estate and Investment Fair

RX   ISTANBUL REstate
 The EMEA-focused Real Estate and Investment Fair with the  
 GYODER Turkish Real Estate Summit

RX-L   AQUATHERM Astana

 3rd International Exhibition for Heating, Ventilation, Air-condi-
 tioning, Water Supply, Sanitary and Environmental Technology

RX-L   INTERTOOL Moscow

 13th International Exhibition for the Tool Industry

RX   VIENNA-TEC
 The International Industrial Trade Fair

RX_A4 2009-2010.indd   1 06.10.09   13:48

We introduce our new 
IRE-Members

IRE  is 
sponsored

by

City of Kragujevac
Serbia 

represented by Deputy-Mayor 
Prof. Dr. Dobrica Milovanović 

(Vice-President of the Associati-
on of Local Democracy Agencies 

(ALDA))
city_kg@verat.net 

www.kragujevac.rs

Wirtschaftskammer 
Salzburg, Austria 

represented by Julius Schmalz, 
President and 

Johann Bachleitner, Director 
ischilcher@wks.at 

www.wks.at 

Hypo-Alpe-Adria
Austria 

represented by Member of the 
Board Franz Pinkl 
franz.pinkl@hypo-alpe-adria.com 
www.hypo-alpe-adria.com 

WARIMPEX Finanz- und 
Beteilungs AG, Austria 
represented by
Director Dkfm. Georg Folian
www.warimpex.at 

Brčko District 
Government, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina

represented by 
Mayor Dragan Pajić 
gradonacelnik@bdcentral.net  
www.bdcentral.net

IRE Internship Programme:
IRE gives opportunity to young Europeans to 
work at the IRE for at least one month. They 
get involved into the flow of work, are assi-
gned concrete tasks and have to compose 
a written report. Mainly young people form 
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe are often 
no able to afford such a stay abroad. And 
especially they are particularly valuable for 
such scholarships.
Therefore we are looking for enterprises, rea-
dy to enable young people to undergo an 
internship in Austria at the IRE with a yearly 
contribution.

New Sponsor for
IRE Internship

Programme
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