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Measures and investment 
in climate protection, in 
renewable energy and in 
environment protection 
are successful ways out 
of the economic crisis. 
The expansion of sustainable energy supply relieves 
not only the climate but also the labour market. A stu-
dy shows that until 2020 within the EU 2.8 million new 
jobs can be created in the field of renewable energy. 
For employment biomass-, wind- and water technolo-
gies are currently of utmost importance. In the future 
even more people are likely to be employed in the field 
of renewable energy, especially in the new member 
states, which acceded to EU in 2004 and in 2007.
Solar energy is economically important. The turn-over 
in Austria in 2008 was at about 590 million Euros with 
an export quota of almost 80 percent and providing full-
time jobs for 7,400 people. In 2020, 23.8 million square 
metres collector surface could be installed in Austria, 
which is about ten times as much as today. The added 
value for Austrian economy would be enormous. With 
a turn-over of 15 billion Euros until 2020 63,000 jobs 
could be secured. 
Austria belongs to the cutting-edge in the field of solar 
energy already today. Looking at the ratio between coll-
ector surface and population figure Austria ranks third. 
Due to the programme for climate protection of the 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment 
and Water Management the newly installed collector 
surface has doubled. 
In the frame of the economic stimulus package II the 
Austrian Federal Government allocated 100 million Eu-
ros for thermal renovation of buildings and change of 
obsolete heating installations. With those 100 million 
Euros stimulation for concerned businesses is produ-
ced by additional indents of about 650 million Euros. 
Therewith about 7,000 jobs are secured.     Solely by 
encouraging thermal renovation, up to 800 million lit-
ter heating oil can be saved, which would make Austria 
less dependent on energy imports. 
I am happy about the 5th Conference of European Regi-
ons and Cities for picking up these important topics this 
year as a focus trying to show ways out of the crisis.

  

Niki Berlakovich
Federal Minister of Agriculture, Forestry,
Environment and Water Management
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It is not only a matter of economic questions but mainly also 
of traditional cultural and historical ties of the whole Danu-
be region, in which also regional and local authorities have a 
special relevance. The aim is a closer cooperation of all coun-
tries along the Danube in economic, political, cultural and 
scientific regard.

This initiative has come primarily from Austrian Minister for 
European and International Affairs, Mr. Spindelegger, and 
from Romanian Foreign Minister, Mr. Cristian Diaconescu, 
who raised this request for a Danube region strategy already 
in February and who then assured themselves of the support 
of two commissioners and of the partner states. 

Therewith the European relevance of the Danube is being 
emphasised. There seems to evolve something like a renais-
sance of the Danube. During the „Europe-Forum Wachau“, 
which was initiated by Regional Governor Erwin Pröll and 
held in the monastery Göttweig on 17 Mai, the Danube was 
also in the centre of attention. Austrian Minister for Europe-
an and International Affaires, Mr. Spindelegger, emphasised 
that the Danube flows exactly towards the EU-enlargement: 
From Germany, one of the founding members of EU, via Aus-
tria, which acceded in 1995, to the neighbouring countries 

The Danube is with a length of 2,800 kilometers, 
a catchment area of 8,000 square kilometers, 
ten abutting states and more than 80 million in-
habitants within its catchment area, a truly Eu-
ropean river. Recently, the Danube came again 
into focus of several initiatives, which on 18./19. 
June 2009 culminated in the European Council 
requesting the European Commission to submit 
an own European strategy for the Danube regi-
on until the end of 2010. 

Wolfgang Reinhart, state minister of European Affairs (left) and 
Peter Straub, president of the regional parliament of Baden-
Würtemberg initiated some activities concerning Danube river.

Rediscovering the Danube
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that acceded 2004 right up to Romania and Bulgaria, which 
became EU-members in 2007. Along the way of river Danu-
be, however, there are still several countries aiming for EU-
membership. That means that the Danube regions consist of 
EU-member states, EU-candidate countries, potentials candi-
date countries and states that are integrated into European 
neighbourhood policy. 

The Governor of Upper Austria, Josef Pührunger, intvited to 
the „Danube Forum 2009“ in Linz on 29 June themed „Sha-
ping the future of the Danube region lastingly“. Thereby the 
special role of the Danube as seminal pan-European itinerary 
and waterway was emphasised. The development of the in-
frastructure ˆon the water as well as on the landˆ helps the 
whole region, to profit from its role as link between west and 
east and between north and south, to improve its competi-
tiveness and therefore to come out of the crisis strengthe-
ned. 

On initiative of Peter Straub, President of the Parliament of 
Baden-Württemberg, an own interregional group „Danube 
region“ was created within the Committee of the Regions 
in Brussels. To it belong members from Danube regions in 
Germany, Austria, Hungary, Slovakia and Bulgaria. As a next 
step representatives of European Institutions and of non-
EU-Danube-region states shall be called-in in the frame of a 
Danube-platform.  

On an international Danube conference in Ulm on 6 Mai the 
abutting nations signed a declaration claiming a more clo-
se cooperation in the fields of economy, science and culture. 
The prime minister of Baden-Württemberg, Mr. Öttinger, 
explained: „In the future the Danube region should be per-
ceived more as what it is: an economically, scientifically and 
culturally important region in Europe with huge potential, 
which is why the European institutions are prompted to avow 
clearly to the Danube region as a consistent region in terms 
of development and  cooperation“.

In the Committee of the Regions of the EU an opinion of the 
Minister for European Affaires of Baden-Württemberg, Mr. 
Wolfgang Reinhart, was discussed in detail on 24 June. In this 
initiative it was suggested to rapidly finalise the EU-supported 
infrastructure programmes TEN 17 (axis Paris-Bratislava) and 
TEN 18 (axis Rotterdam-Constanta) since they make a lasting 
contribution to link the Danube region better with existing 
European routes of transport and to interlink Danube states 
amongst themselves better. 

The states of the Danube region play an important role in en-
ergy security. The Danube as a natural and renewable source 
of energy boasts a valuable potential for water power. Its use 
should be aided in particular where ecology and economy 
can be harmonised.  

The Danube is essential for a further economic develop-
ment of the whole region for instance by connecting water 
and land ways as well as harbours and economic centres 

The main topic at the 14th Europe Forum Wachau on 17 May 
2009 at Göttweig monastery, Lower Austria. From left to right: 
Karl Schwarzenberg (former foreign minister of czech republic), 
Clemens Lashofer (Abbot of Göttweig monastery), Johanna 
Mikl-Leitner (member of the state government of Lower Aus-
tria), Michael Spindelegger, minister of International and Euro-
pean Affairs of Austria, Cristian Diaconescu, foreign minister of 
Romania, Erwin Pröll, president of Lower Austria, Emilia Müller, 
state minister for European Affairs, Bavaria.
Foto: BMeiA/Bernhard J. Holzner/HOPI-MEDIA.

The river 
Danube passes 
several states from 
its origin in Germany 
to its delta in Romania.

Rediscovering the Danube

Danube Forum at Linz on 29 June 2009: (from left to right): Gor-
dan Jandrokovic, foreign minister of Croatia, Michael Spindeleg-
ger, Austrian foreign minister, Danuta Hübner, EU-commissioner, 
Josef Pühringer, president of Upper Austria, Wolfgang Sobotka, 
deputy president of Lower Austria. 

www
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On the Danube at high-speed from Vienna to Bratislava. From 
city center to city center in 75 minutes. An excellent example for 
connecting two capitals of two neighbouring countries, Austria 
and Slovakia, on the Danube. The TWIN CITY LINER is a light 
aluminium high-speed catamaran with jet propulsion.
The development company of Raiffeisen and City of Vienna, 
„Central Danube“ (managing director Andreas Hopf, member of 
IRE advisory board) created a Public-Private-Partnership-Model 
for realizing this connection of the two capitals on the Danube.

close to the river. 

The most important postulation made by the Committee of 
the Regions is probably that in the next funding period the 
Danube region should be shaped as a consistent transnatio-
nal EU-funding region. In the current funding period 2007 till 
2013 the Danube region is split into two partly overlapping 
transnational funding regions: The EU funding region central 
Europe and the EU funding region south-eastern Europe. This 
has a lasting counterproductive effect on the territorial, social 
and economic cohesion. In order to tap the whole economic, 
social, ecological and cultural potential the Danube region 
should be seen as only one transnational European funding 
region. So especially in strategic fields of politics such as in-
frastructure, water ways, energy and energy security, sustai-
nable economy as well as environmental policy the opportu-
nities given by that region could be used effectively. 

As ambassador of the Cultural Capital City Linz 2009 the 
well know musician and singer Hubert von Goisern cruised 
through Europe on the Danube in the years 2007 till 2009. 
The artist pointed to the diversity of European culture, which 
is composed of regional characteristics and imprints like a 
„mosaic“. It is essential to rediscover them together and this 
is done the easiest by music. This „cultural eastern enlarge-
ment“ over the Danube region found its completion in a big 
festival in Linz at the beginning of July 2009. 

Registration:
Tel.: +43/662/843288-5017       |        office@institut-ire.eu       |       www.institut-ire.eu

w The Future of the Banking Sector and the 
 Regional Real Estate Market in Eastern- and South  
 Eastern Europe. 

w Survival of SMEs during the Economic  Crisis. 

w Sustainable Environment Policies on Regional and   
 Local Level. 

w Sustainable Energy Policies in Regions and  Cities. 

w Infrastructure and Traffic - a Challange on a 
 regional, local and municipal level.

www

5th Conference of European Regions and Cities 
Connecting Economy and Politics 
“European Regions and Cities and the Economic Crisis”

from 13 until 15 September 2009, Salzburg, AUSTRIA
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The beautiful ancient city of Pula is a touristic magnet. The mostly young audience joined in a lively discussion.

On 17 April 2009 the Institute of 
the Regions of Europe (IRE) and 
the Region of Istria organised a 
Café d’Europe Regional in Café 
& Gallery Cvjner, Pula. More than 
hundred mostly young people 
participated in this event. 
 
Oriano Otočan, member of the regional 
government of Istria, gave an interesting 
overview about Istria’s European activi-
ties and about projects which are partly 
financed by EU. 
 
Ivan Jakovčić, the president of Istria re-
gion, stressed that EU won’t solve all the 
problems and it is not honey and milk 
but it is Croatia’s destiny. EU is a mille-
nium project and according to that Slo-
venia cannot stop Croatia on that way. 
It is a fact that there is no alternative to 
Europe and Croatia has to be well pre-
pared to use European funds. Istria is in 
fact the best prepared Croatian region 
for the EU-membership. The present eu-
ro-scepticism is partly the consequence 
of Brussels pressure to violently privatise 
the shipyard Uljanik and partly because 
of current relations with Slovenia.
 
Šandor Egeresi, President of the Regio-
nal Parliament of the Autonomous Pro-
vince of Vojvodina (Serbia) underlined 
the importance of transregional coope-
ration and the special responsibility of 
regions like Vojvodina and Istria. He also 

informed about the new draft statute of 
the AP Vojvodina.
 
Franz Schausberger, IRE-chairman, said 
that it doesn’t matter whether Croatia 
will enter EU in one year or two, but what 
truly matters is that it needs to be com-
pletely ready and well prepared for the 
accession. For many years he pledged 
for Croatia to enter EU. He pointed out 
the importance of regions which should 
compete for support from European 
funds and national authorities should 
not hold regions back in that process. 
He stressed that Vojvodina and Istria are 
the bridges of their countries on the Eu-
ropean way.
 
Ljerka Alajbeg, Croatian Consul Gene-
ral in Subotica (Serbia), stated that it is 
wrong to say that the opening of regi-
onal offices in Brussels is a sign of se-
paration from the mother country. It is 
very important to participate and have 
influence in the headquarters of EU. She 
added that EU relies on regional con-
nectivity.
 
Bernd Petrisch, member of the regional 
parliament of Salzburg and member of 
the Congress of the Council of Europe, 
spoke about the economic benefits of 
EU accession and stressed the impor-
tance of small and medium enterprises.
 
The event was framed by songs and 
poems presented by the poet Daniel 
Načinović.

Above: Bernd Petrisch, Representative of 
Land Salzburg within the Council of Eu-
rope, and Ljerka Alajbeg, Croatian Consul 
General in Subotica.
Below: Ivan Jakovčić, President of the 
Region of Istria, and Šandor Egeresi, Pre-
sident of the Regional Parliament of the 
Autonomous Province of Vojvodina

Above: Young Istrian people are generally 
very positive about EU accession but none 
the less point out critical topics.
Below: The poet Daniel Načinović.

Cafe d’Europe Regional in Pula

Istria – well prepared for 
the EU accession
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Thomas Glück, Austrian Cham-
ber of Commerce in Croatia

Young people discussed very 
ambitiously.

Ivan Rostas, Mayor of the City of 
Slatina

A young saxonphonist played 
at the beginning of the Cafe.

For the accession certain criteria have to 
be fulfilled, the so called Copenhagen 
criteria. Croatia has made good progress 
in many acquis chapters but there are 
still some open fields. It is not the com-
petence of the EU to dictate the mem-
ber states how to regulate their internal 
political and administrative structure. 

But EU is intensively interested in good 
governance and credibility of politics 
also within the candidate countries. In 
order to reach good governance and 
enhanced trust of citizens in politics, it 
is necessary that not only national but 
also regional and local political autho-
rities get assigned with competencies 

Tomislav Tolusić, President of the Region 
of Virovitica a few days before the regio-
nal elections.

Above: The audience in Café Tena in Sla-
tina.
Below: Zvonimir Koic, vice-župan of Viro-
vitica and Franz Schausberger

Cafe d’Europe Regional in in Slatina and Virovitica / Croatia

Use the EU and take your own initiative!
The IRE focused its activities around Europe Day 2009 on Croatia. On 
8 May it organised a Cafe d’Europe Regional in Slatina, on 9 May in 
Virovitica. Both events were dominated by a great interest in all topics 
of the European Union especially concerning the EU-accession of Cro-
atia. IRE chairman Franz Schausberger stressed, that for the accession 
of Croatia it is crucial to be optimally prepared. Otherwise big pro-
blems would arise after the accession.
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The audience in the library in Virovitica. Young students see their future and the future of their country 
within the EU.

Above: Roland Ertl, Former Chief of Defen-
ce Staff, Republic of Austria, brought in his 
expertice in matters of European security 
and defence.

Above: Ivica Kirin, Mayor of the City of Vi-
rovitica.
Below: The young musician showed his 
great talent.

Cafe d’Europe Regional in in Slatina and Virovitica / Croatia

Use the EU and take your own initiative!
and that they get instructed so they can 
fulfil their responsibilities. And the bo-
dies at the sub-national level need the 
required financial resources to fulfil the 
expectations of the citizens.
 
Enlargement commissioner Olli Rehn 
stated that Croatia should complete ac-
cession negotiations by the end of 2009, 
with membership following by 2011 at 
the latest.
In 2009 it was reported that Iceland may 
join the European Union. Usually the 
EU prefers two countries joining at the 
same time rather than individually. If 
Iceland applies shortly and negotiations 
are rapid, Croatia and Iceland could join 
the EU coevally in 2011.
 

General Roland Ertl, once chief of Defen-
ce staff and now member of the IRE ad-
visory board, concentrated his contribu-
tion on questions of security in Europe. 
He stressed, that organised criminality, 
human trafficking, drug dealing and ter-
rorism could only be fought successfully 
by Europe wide safety measures. The EU 
is not only an economic community but 
also a security and peace community. 
 
The many young participants were espe-
cially interested in studies and education 
within the European Union. Schausber-
ger animated the young people to use 
the chances, which European communi-
ty boasts, to take their own initiative and 
to go into business for themselves.

Virovitica Castle



Regional and Local Elections since Spring 2009
by Franz Schausberger

In the last months regional and municipal elections have 
been held in several countries – here a summary of results:
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Regional and municipal elections in Croatia
 
On Sunday, 17 May 2009, regional and municipal elections 
were held in all 21 Croatian regions (zupanija) and in all mu-
nicipalities. For the first time regional presidents (zupans) and 
mayors were elected in direct elections. Furthermore, regional 
assemblies and municipal councils were elected. 
 
In eleven regions one of the candidates reached absolute ma-
jority in the first round and is hence elected as  župan. In one re-
gion, Varaždin, a political change of power: Having deselected 
the left-wing liberal Župan Radimir Čačić (HNS) by a mayority 
of HDZ and HSS, Zvonimir Sabati (HSS) followed as župan. Now, 
however, SDP candidate Štromar won elections. 
 
Primorje-Gorski Kotar: Zlatko Komadina (SDP), 60.48 % (IRE-
member)
 
Zagreb-County: Stjepan Kožić, (HSS), 51.06 % (IRE-member)
 
Krapina-Zagorje: Siniša Hajdaš Dončić, (SDP), 53.22 % (IRE-
member)
 
Varaždin: Predrag Štromar, (SDP), 51.56 % (IRE-member), chan-
ge from HSS to SDP
 
Koprivnica-Križevci: Darko Koren, (HSS), 51.18 % (IRE-member)
 
Virovitica-Podravina: Tomislav Tolušić, (HDZ), 57.04 % (IRE-
member)
 
Vukovar-Syrmia: Božo Galić, (HDZ), 65.17 % (IRE-member)
 
Bjelovar-Bilogora: Miroslav Čačija, (HSS), 60.77 % (IRE-member)
 
Sisak-Moslavina: Marina Lovrić, (SDP), 50.90 % (IRE-member)
 
Lika-Senj: Milan Jurković, (HDZ), 68.49 %
 
Zadar: Stipe Zrilić, (HDZ), 62.12 %
 
On Sunday, 31 May 2009, there were run-off elections in 10 
Croatian regions (zupanijas) and in all municipalities, in which 
none of the candidates of the Mayor’s office reached absolute 
majority in the fist round on 17 May, local elections were held. 
Regional presidents (zupans) and mayors got elected directly 
in run-offs between the two strongest candidates. Regional as-
semblies and municipal councils have been elected on 17 May 
already.
 
The government parties under Prime Minister Sanader could 
put up a good fight– in contrary to many prognoses. Sanader’s 
party HDZ and its coalition partner HSS put up the president in 
13 of 21 Regions. They lost the president in Varaždin, who ho-
wever was put up by the left coalition until 2008 and was now 
won back by SDP. SDP puts up presidents in six regions now. 
From its left liberal partner SDP took over the župan’s office in 
Međimurje. The Croatian Democratic Representation of Slavo-



Regional and Local Elections since Spring 2009
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Kindly
sponsored

by:

nia-Baranja (HDSSB), the party of the as 
war criminal condemned Croatian poli-
tician Branimir Glavas again puts up the 
župan of Osijek-Baranja. 
 
In Istria long-time Župan Ivan Jakovčić 
of the Istrian regional party IDS won 
clearly as expected against his indepen-
dent rival candidate. 
 
Run-offs in 10 regions on 31 May 
brought the following result:
 
Istria: Ivan Jakovčić (IDS) 59.62 %, Plinio 
Cuccurin (indep.) 39.15 % (IRE member)
 
Karlovac: Ivan Vučić (HDZ) 58.72 %, Bru-
no Kurelić (SDP) 38.30 % (IRE member)
 
City of Zagreb: Milan Bandić (SDP) 61.84 
%, Josip Kregar (indep.) 36.62 %
 
Međimurje: Ivan Perhoč (SDP) 62.82 %, 
Mladen Križaić (HDZ) 35.82 %
 
Osijek-Baranja: Vladimir Šišljagić 
(HDSSB) 54.10 %, Tomislav Ivić (HDZ) 
42.81 %
 
Brod-Posavina: Danijel Marušić (HDZ) 
50.86 %, Mato Gavran (SDP) 47.07 %
 
Požega-Slawonia: Marijan Aladrović 
(HDZ) 53.00 %, Marijan Cesarik (SDP) 
45.27 %
 
Šibenik-Knin: Goran Pauk (HDZ) 62.70 
%, Duško Živković (SDP) 34.62 %
 
Split-Dalmatia: Ante Sanader (HDZ) 58.65 
%, Veljan Radojković (SDP) 38.30 %
 
Dubrovnik-Neretva: Nikola Dobroslavić 
(HDZ) 53.64 %, Mira Buconić (indep.) 
43.39 % (IRE member) 
 
Run-offs in the city of Split were won by 
the independent candidate for mayor 
Želko Kerum against his social democra-
tic counter part; in Dubrovnik the can-
didate of HDZ, Nikola Dobroslavić, won 
over his independent rival candidate. In 
Vukovar and Velika Gorica candidates 
of SDP won; in Osijek the candidate of 
HDSSB and in Sisak the candidate of 
HDZ. 

Source: www.izbori.hr/2009Lokalni

Local elections in Saarland

On 7 June 2009 local elections were held 
in the German state Saarland. In spite 
of a high loss of 8.4 percentage points 

the CDU remained the strongest party. 
The SPD lost 3.8 percentage points. The 
LINKE reached 10.7 percent and was the 
winner of the elections.
 

Party Votes 2009 Votes 2004 Diff. to 
2004 in
%-points

number % number %

Eligible voters 832,106 - 839,694 - -

Voters 478,223 57.5 472,568 56.3 +1.2

CDU 173,737 37.3 207,661 45.7 -8.4

SPD 155,870 33.5 169,523 37.3 -3.8

GRÜNE 27,307 5.9 21,968 4.8 +1.0

FD 29,078 6.2 17,638 3.9 +2.4

DIE LINKE 50,016 10.7 2,019 0.4 +10.3

FAMILIE 2,211 0.5 1,437 0.3 +0.2

Results of Local Elections 2009 in Saarland

www

Source: http://www.saarland.de/wahlen.htm
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Local elections 
in Baden Württemberg

 

In the German state Baden-Württem-
berg county and municipal elections 
were held on 7 June 2009. In 1,102 mu-
nicipalities and 35 counties the mem-
bers of  municipal councils and county 
councils were elected. The voter turnout 
was only 50.7 percent.
 
For the first time the Greens (Grüne) are 
now the strongest group in the munici-
pal council of the state capital Stuttgart. 
They reached 16 seats, the CDU only 15 
seats. The SPD has now 10 seats, FDP 7 
and the Free Voters 6 seats.

Source: http://www.kommunalwahl-
bw.de/ 

Regional elections in 
Belgium

by Jürgen Leobacher

Simultaneously to the elections to the 
European Parliament on 7 June, the 
elections for the representatives in the 
regional councils of Flanders, Wallonia, 
Brussels and the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium were carried 
out. Two years after the elections of the 
Parliament of Belgium, which was follo-
wed by a difficult phase of government 
formation, the relatively unspectacular 
election campaign was dominated by 
the ongoing financial and economic 
crisis since September.

The election in Flanders has made one 
clear: there is no major party anymore. 
Due to unforeseen large share of votes 
(13.06 %) for the N-VA and the surpri-
sing loss of 4.8 % for the Liberals Open 
VLD, there are now four parties close 
to the 15 % mark. With around 23 % of 
the votes for the Christian Democrats 
CD&V, they remain the strongest party 
and have the prerogative to form the 
government. The big loss of the once 
so mighty Vlaams Belang is justified in 
the big competition of the N-VA and 
LDD due to their program as a nationa-
list party but without the racist under-

Municipal elections County elections

2009 2004 2009 2004

CDU 28.4 % 32.1 % 34.5 % 38.6 %

SPD 17.0 % 18.1 % 17.9 % 18.7 %

Grüne 8.2 % 6.0 % 10.8 % 9.5 %

FDP 5.0 % 2.8 % 7.5 % 5.5 %

Other parties 2.1 % 0.9 % 2.7 % 2.8 %

Common electoral lists 4.0 % 4.7 % 2.4 % 2.0 %

Non-party voters’ associations 35.3 % 35.5 % 24.3 % 23.7 %

Municipal elections – number of seats (total 18.379)

2009 2004

CDU 5,213 seats 28.5 % 5,717 seats 30.7 %

SPD 2,473 seats 13.5 % 2,632 seats 14.1 %

Grüne 726 seats 4.0 % 525 seats 2.8 %

FDP 434 seats 2.8 % 254 seats 1.4 %

Other parties 229 seats 1.2 % 35 seats 0.2 %

Common electoral lists 955 seats 5.2 % 1,052 seats 5.7 %

Non-party voters’ associations 8,337 seats 45.4 % 8,388 seats 45.1 %

Flanders

Party Votes  % +/− Seats +/−

CD&V (Christian Democratic and Flemish) 939,873 22.86 −3.23 31 −4

Vlaams Belang (Flemish Interest) 628,564 15.28 −8.86 21 −11

sp.a (Socialist Party Different) 627,852 15.27 −4.39 19 −6

Open Vld (Flemish Liberals and Democrats) 616,610 14.99 −4.80 21 −4

N-VA (New Flemish Alliance) 537,040 13.06 +13.06 16 +16

Lijst Dedecker (right-liberal movement) 313,176 7.62 +7.62 8 +8

GROEN! (Green!) 278,211 6.77 −0.83 7 +1

U.F. (Francophone Community) 47,319 1.15 +0.08 1 ±0

SLP (Social Liberal Party) 44,734 1.09 +1.09 0 —

PVDA+ (Dutch Labour Party) 42,849 1.04 +0.48 0 —

Others 36,097 0.88 — 0 —

Total 4,112,325 100.00 — 124 —

Source: http://polling2009.belgium.be/en/vla/results/results_graph_VLR00000.html

Source: http://polling2009.belgium.be/en/wal/results/results_graph_WLR00000.html

Wallonia

Party Votes  % +/− Seats +/−

PS (Socialist Party) 657,803 32.77 −4,14 29 −5

MR (Reformist Movement) 469,792 23.41 −0.89 19 −1

ECOLO (Ecologists confederated for 
the organisation of original struggles)

372,067 18.54 +10.02 14 +11

CDH (Humanist Democratic Centre) 323,952 16.14 −1.48 13 −1

FN (National Front) 57,374 2.86 −5.26 0 −4

R.W.F (Rally Wallonia France) 27,955 1.39 +0.38 0 —

PTB+ (Workers’ Party of Belgium) 24,875 1.24 +0.62 0 —

Others 73,220 3.65 — 0 —

Total 2,007,038 100.00 — 75 —
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tones. This election result makes it very 
difficult for a common agreement on 
the formation of a government.

The predicted victory from finance 
minister and chairman of the MR Mr. 
Didier Reynders, over the PS did not 
come true. The prognosis of -10 % of 
the votes of the PS and a gain of 5 % 
of the votes of the MR let him be in-
creasingly thoughtless. Although Mr. 
Reynders did not omit any opportuni-
ty to publicly denounce the scandals 
of the SP, the Socialists were able to 
clearly stay the dominant party in Wal-
lonia and the Francophone community 
despite of the loss of -4.14 %. The party 
with the largest increase of the votes is 
ECOLO under its president Jean-Michel 
Javaux with the increase of +10.02 % 
what made the party a clear winner of 
this election.

In contrast to the trend in the north of 
the country the Liberals of the Open 
Vld emerged as the strongest party. 
The party chairmen Guy Vanhengel 
and Sven Gatze increased their votes 
by 2.5 % and thus obtained their party 
another seat in the Parliament. The big 
loser is VLAAMS BELANG with the result 
of 17.51% they almost had to forfeit half 
of their votes. Now the Dutch-speaking 
community with two guaranteed seats 
in the parliament as well as the Fran-
cophone community has to form a 
majority. The MR as the party with the 
most votes got the task to form a go-
vernment. A Green-Liberal coalition is 
considered to be very likely.

According to the first statements of 
the leading candidates of SP, PFF and 
ProDG, the free electoral district in eas-
tern Belgium, the parties are going to 
continue their coalition for another five 
years.

Municipal elections in 
Mecklenburg-Western

Pomerania  
  
On 7 June 2009 municipal elections 
were held in Mecklenburg-Western Po-
merania. Twelve county councils were 
elected as well as city und municipal 
councils. Altogether 864 mandates were 
assigned. With a percentage of votes of 
31.8 % (2004: 38.8 percent) CDU became 

again strongest party. The left party LIN-
KE reached 21.6 percent (+1.4), SPD 19.3 
% (+0.2), FDP 8.7 % (+2.6), Grüne 5.0 % 
(+1.9) and NPD gained 3.2 % (+2.4). 

Distribution of seats: 

CDU              278 seats 
LINKE     190 seats 
SPD              167 seats 
FDP                76 seats 
GRÜNE      41 seats 

NDP                26 seats 
Other              85 seats 
  
In the county capital Schwerin the LINKE 
won with 25.6 percent and in the hanse-
atic city Rostock with 23.7 percent. SPD 
won in the hanseatic city Wismar with 
34.4 percent. 
Turnout of voters was at 46.5 percent 
and therewith 1.6 percent higher than 
in municipal elections in 2004.   

Brussels
Francophone community

Party Votes  % +/− Seats +/−

MR 121,905 29.82 −2.68 24 −1

PS 107,303 26.24 −7.10 21 −5

Ecolo 82,663 20.22 +10.53 16 +9

CDH 60,527 14.80 +0.72 11 +1

FN 7,803 1.91 −3.51 0 −4

PRO BRUXSEL (F) 6,840 1.67 +1.67 0 —

Others 21,829 5.34 — 0 —

Total 408,870 100.00 — 72 —

Source: http://polling2009.belgium.be/en/bru/results/results_graph_BRR21004.html

Source: http://polling2009.belgium.be/en/bru/results/results_graph_BRR21004.html

Source: http://polling2009.belgium.be/en/rdg/results/results_graph_DEG63023.html

Dutch-speaking community

Party Votes  % +/− Seats +/−

Open Vld 11,957 23.07 +3.17 4 ±0

sp.a 10,085 19.46 +1.78 4 +1

VLAAMS BELANG 9,072 17.51 −16.56 3 −3

CD&V 7,696 14.85 −1.92 3 ±0

GROEN! 5,806 11.20 +1.40 2 +1

N-VA 2,586 4.99 +4.99 1 +1

Lijst Dedecker 1,957 3.78 +3.78 0 —

PRO BRUXSEL (F) 1,225 2.36 +2.36 0 —

Others 1,434 2.77 — 0 —

Total 51,818 100.00 — 17 —

German-speaking community

Party Votes  % +/− Seats +/−

CSP (Christian Social Party) 10,122 27.02 −5.77 7 −1

SP (Socialist Party) 7,231 19.30 +0.29 5 ±0

PFF (Party for Freedom and Progress) 6,562 17.52 −3.46 4 −1

ProDG (Independent Force f. Eastern Belgium) 6,553 17.49 +5.80 4 +1

ECOLO 4,310 11.50 +3.32 3 +1

VIVANT (Social Liberal Party; Bilingual) 2,684 7.16 −0.18 2 ±0

Total 37,462 100.00 — 25 —
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Local elections in
Rheinland-Pfalz

 
The local elections in Rheinland-Pfalz 
(Rhineland-Palatinate) on 7 June 
2009 brought massive losses for the 
christian-democratic party CDU (-7,4 
%) and a considerable strengthening 
of FDP (+3,1 %) and DIE LINKEN (+2,6 
%). Inspite of the losses CDU remains 
strongest party with 37,6 %. In the state 
capital Mainz Grüne reached a sensati-
onal amount of votes (22 %). In Mainz 
CDU got 18 seats (-5), the SPD 14 (-3), 
Grüne 13 (+4), the FDP 6 (+1) and other 
parties 9 seats (+3).

Local elections in Saxony 
(Sachsen) 

 
In the German state Saxony local elec-
tions were held on 7 June 2009. The 
CDU lost 2.1 % points but remained 
clearly the strongest party with 32.7 %. 
Die Linke and SPD lost, FDP and Grüne 
became stronger.
 

Local elections in 
Saxony-Anhalt

In the German state Saxony-Anhalt lo-
cal elections were held on 7 June 2009 
but not in all cities and municipalities. 
In spite of some losses the CDU re-
mained largest party.

In the state capital Magdeburg the elec-
tions brought some political changes. 
The largest party was DIE LINKE, but it 
lost 6.4 % and reached with 23.4 % only 
the second place. Largest party beca-
me SPD on 23.9 % (+0,8 %) followed by 
CDU on 23.1 % (-2,0 %). Grüne gained 
10.2 % (+3,3 %), FDP 8.5 % (+1,4 %). Vo-
ters turnout: 35.2 %.

In Halle the CDU gained 24.7 % (+0,4 
%) and became strongest party. Die 
Linke followed with 24.3 % (-0,7 %) on 
the second place, the SPD gained 19.2 
% and the third place. FDP and Grüne 
became stronger: FDP 8.8 % (+3,1 %), 
the Greens 8.7 (+2,7 %). Several inde-
pendent voters groups gained 10,2 %. 
Voters turnout: 37,5 %.

http://www.statistik.sachsen-anhalt.de/
wahlen/kwkw/index.html <http://www.
statistik.sachsen-anhalt.de/wahlen/
kwkw/index.html> 

Local elections 2009 Local elections 2004 Difference 

Number % Seats Number % Seats %-points Seats 

Eligible 
voters

3,165,430 3,121,528

voters 1,745,591 55.1 1,805,670 57.8 -2,7 

SPD 495,769 29.5 492 501,104 28.9 475 +0,6 +17

CDU 634,151 37.7 614 781,897 45.1 737 -7,4 -123

FDP 151,006 9.0 145 102,134 5.9 99 +3,1 +46

GRÜNE 136,531 8.1 135 122,260 7.1 119 +1,0 +16

DIE LINKE 45,037 2.7 44 994 0.1 0 +2,6 +44

NPD 6,138 0.4 6 - - - +0,4 +6

ödp 4,919 0.3 4 4,324 0.2 4 +0,1 0

REP 15,530 0.9 17 22,036 1.3 24 -0,4 -7

Voters 
groups 

193,917 11.5 203 197,414 11.4 194 +0,1 +9

Local elections in Italy on 
9 and 23 June 2009

Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi‘s 
right-wing allies made gains in the first 
round of partial local polls on 9 June 
when Italians voted in more than half 
of the country‘s towns and provinces 
as well as for the European parliament. 
Italy‘s opposition was hoping to limit 
the damage in the second round of lo-
cal elections. But Berlusconi’s coalition 
made gains also in the second round of 
local elections, a sign that recent per-
sonal scandals haven’t damaged his 

popularity. 

Berlusconi’s centre-right forces won 
the elections in 34 provinces while the 
centre-left opposition led by the De-
mocratic Party triumphed in 28 provin-
ces. Berlusconi and his allies picked up 
25 provinces in the two rounds of vo-
ting that finished on 23 June compared 
with the previous vote in 2004. 

Berlusconi succeeded in regaining con-
trol of the province of Milan, his home-
town and Italy’s second-biggest city 

Source: http://www.wahlen.rlp.de/kw/wahlen/2009/landesergebnis/index.html

Source: http://www.statistik.sachsen.de/wpr_neu/pkg_w04_nav.prc_index?p_anw_
kz=GR09&p_TICKER=N

Rheinland-Pfalz

Saxony (Sachsen) 

Party 2009 2004 Differnce in 
%-points

Number % Number %

Eligible Voters 3,524,593 3,560,694

Voters 1,678,176 47.6 1,642,091 46.1 +1.5

CDU 1,552,861 32.7 1,585,825 34.8 -2.1

DIE LINKE 733,255 15.4 844,656 18.6 -3.2

SPD 517,253 10.9 518,842 11.4 -0.5

FDP 396,106 8.3 234,333 5.1 +3.2

GRÜNE 238,994 5.0 143,284 3.1 1.9

DSU 24,709 0.5 48,039 1.1 -0.6

REP 669 0.0 30,501 0.7 -0.7

NPD 107,694 2.3 23,895 0.5 +1.8

FORUM 8,579 0.2 6,907 0.2 0.0

Voters Groups 1,166,817 246 1,109,053 24.4 +0.2

www
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and financial hub and one of the left‘s 
last strongholds in the north. He alrea-
dy controls Milan’s region of Lombardy, 
and his former education minister, Le-
tizia Moratti, is the city’s mayor. In mu-
nicipal elections, the centre-right won 
in 16 cities while the centre-left won in 
14, losing control of nine cities while 
succeeding to hold on to Bologna.
Voters turnout was running at 39.8 per-
cent in the first round and at 32.9 per-
cent in the second round.

Local elections in Thuringia 
(Thüringen)

In the German state Thuringia county, 
city and municipal elections were held 
on 7 June 2009. The mayors and the 
members of  municipal councils and 
county councils were elected.

Results of the mayors elections: CDU 
4, Die Linke 0, SPD 2, FDP 1, Grüne 0, 
others 14.

Results of the municipal distric mayors 
elections: CDU 95, Die Linke 9, SPD 29, 
FDP 5, Grüne 0, others 582.

CDU 33.3 %  (-7.6) 343 seats (-90)

Die Linke 20.7 %  (-3.9) 222 seats (-47)

SPD 20.3 %  (+4.7) 201 seats (+36)

FDP 7.4 %  (+2.7) 78 seats (+46)

Grüne 4.5 %  (+1.0) 46 seats (+24)

Others 13.8 %  (+3.1) 146 seats (+27)

Voters turnout: 53,2 % (2004: 50,6 %)

District Elections and elections in cities with district status in Thuringia (Thüringen)

Municipal Council Elections: in Thuringia (Thüringen)

CDU 27.7 % 2,415 seats

SPD 14.4 % 768 seats

Die Linke 13.9 %  694 seats

FDP 4.7 % 280 seats

Grüne 2.3 % 37 seats

Others 36.9 % 5,416 seats      

Voters turnout: 53,3 %.   

Source: http://www.wahlen.thueringen.
de/WahlSeite.asp 

w w w
On the 2009 Irish local elections, held in 
all the counties and county boroughs of 

Ireland on 5 June 2009 and on the 2009 
United Kingdom local elections held to all 
27 County Councils, three existing Unita-
ry Authorities and five new Unitary Aut-
horities, all in England, on 4 June 2009 we 
will report in our next Newsregion.



The city council of Graz, the ca-
pital of the federal Austrian state 
of Styria, has decided to become 
a member of IRE. With a popula-
tion of about 250.000 Graz has a 
principal residence status and is 
the second-largest city in Austria 
after Vienna.

IRE is 

sponsored

by

We introduce a new IRE-Member-City
Graz

Graz has a long tradition as a student 
city: its six universities have more than 
45,000 students. Graz‘s „Old Town“ is 
one of the best-preserved city centres in 
Central Europe. In 1999, it was added to 
the UNESCO list of World Cultural Heri-
tage Sites. Graz was sole Cultural Capital 
of Europe for 2003.

Sigfried Nagl (born 1963 in Graz) has 

been the current mayor of Graz since 
2003. He is a member of ÖVP, the Aus-
trian People‘s Party. He was successful-
ly reelected in 2008. The IRE published 
a short study about the 2008 municipal 
elections in Graz. On 15 May 2009 IRE-
chairmann Franz Schausberger and 
IRE-general secretary Joachim Fritz 
presented the study to Mayor Nagl in 
the city hall of Graz.

Graz City Hall
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Darko Koren, the president (župan) of the Croatian region Koprivnica-Križevci visited the 
IRE-office in Salzburg on 26 June 2009. During the working-visit Koren dicussed with IRE-
chairman Franz Schausberger the political priorities of his region such as waste and water 
management, bio-energy. President Koren was accompanied by Marijan Štimac, Head of 
Department for Economy and Public utility services and by Zdravko Mihevc, director of 
the Tourist Board of Koprivnica-Križevci County.

Koprivnica-Križevci County delegation visited IRE

Mayor Sigfried Nagl and Franz Schausber-
ger at the presentation
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by Franz Schausberger

 
1. The Trend towards
Decentralisation and

Regionalisation in Europe

Undoubtedly in Europe a process of 
decentralisation and regionalisation of 
political competences and public bo-
dies is going on. Regional and municipal 
self-administration is being increasingly 
strengthened also in countries that so 
far had been considered as centralised 
states. To this process the ongoing Euro-
pean integration has surely contributed 
considerably and this tendency will still 
be enhanced by the Reform Treaty of 
Lisbon with its emphasis of the princi-
ple of subsidiarity. National states have 
reached limits of their administrative 
and political capacities and many have 
recognised that political decentralisati-
on of responsibilities, competences and 
powers adds to a relief and therefore 
to a strengthening of the whole state. 
After all, the financial and economic 
crisis shows that globalisation and cen-
tralisation are not really able to protect 
prosperty. Decentralisation and regio-
nalisation of a state is an incentive for 
municipal, regional and cross-border 
cooperations, which under the circum-
stances of the global financial crisis is 
yet another way to attract both dome-
stic and foreign investments.

The future frame of EU, on which a huge 
discussion is going on right now, is going 
to strengthen the principle of subsidiari-
ty and proximity and thereby also regi-
ons and communes significantly.

It is not the competence of the EU to 
dictate the member states how to re-
gulate their internal political and admi-
nistrative structure. But the EU is inten-
sivly interested in good governance and 
credibility of politics within the member 
states candidate or pre-candidate states 
respectively. In order to reach good go-
vernance and enhanced trust of citizens 
in politics, it is necessary that not only 
national but also regional and local poli-
tical authorities get assigned with com-
petencies and that they get instructed 
so they can fulfil their responsibilities. 
And the bodies at the sub-national level 
need the required financial bodies to 
fulfil the expectations of the citizens.

The New Statute of AP Vojvodina: A Contribution to Serbia’s Approach to EU
For generally establishing credibility in 
politics it is necessary to devise decisions 
close to citizens as well in a transparent 
and comprehensive manner. Therefore it 
is crucial to leave as many decisions and 
political competences as possible to the 
regional and local level and if necessary 
to transfer them to these levels. 

2. Serbia and Regionalisation

Serbia has a very changeful history con-
cerning centralisation and decentrali-
sation. The Autonomous Provinces got 
their greatest autonomy in 1974 under 
Tito and lost it 1990 under Milošević. If 
we consider the recent history of Serbia 
with the collapse of the Second Yugos-
lavia, Montenegro’s and Kosovo’s decla-
ration of independence we can partly 
understand that some political elites 
in Belgrade are largely affected by the 
trauma of the territorial disintegration 
of Serbia and impute the intent of se-
paratism to all attempts of AP Vojvodina 
for more autonomy.

Vojvodina is a special case. But unfortu-
nately the constitutional fate of AP Voj-
vodina was always virtually inseparably 
linked to Kosovo. While Kosovo, howe-
ver, strived after becoming an indepen-
dent state, Vojvodina left absolutely no 
doubt to be and to stay a constitute part 
of the Republic of Serbia. We understand 
that the wounds caused by Kosovo are 
deep, but one mustn’t confuse the issue 
of Vojvodina’s status with Kosovo’s. Tho-
se are different things. Vojvodina does 
not want secession.

In 2002 AP Vojvodina could recover 
some few competences, received finan-
cial betterment through the Serbian 
constitution in 2006 and is now dedi-
cated to expand its autonomy by a new 
statute. 

The Serbian constitutional law from 
2006, which calls for the statute to be 
adopted by the end of 2008, is the basis 
of the draft statute of AP Vojvodina. The 
draft statute is in accordance with the 
Constitution of Serbia.

3. The new Statute of AP 
Vojvodina

In October 2008 the Assembly of Vojvo-
dina adopted the draft of the new Voj-

vodina statute and then the document 
was forwarded to the National Parlia-
ment of Serbia for approval. 

Provided the proposed text is adopted 
by the republican parliament, the do-
cument will be returned to Vojvodinas 
parliament to be proclaimed and offi-
cially put into effect. It seemed that the 
adoption of the statute by the national 
parliament would realistically happen 
before the end of 2008.

After nearly half a year the Statute has 
not yet been ratified by the Serbian Par-
liament and therefore has not come into 
force.

We have to realise that there are some 
powerful forces blocking the adoption 
in Serbian Parliament. Blocking the draft 
statute although it is far from the Serbi-
an Constitution of 1974, which guaran-
teed legislative power for the province, 
as well as courts, police and provincial 
insurance funds. None of which are pro-
vided for in the new statute. So the draft 
statute does not guarantee the greatest 
level of autonomy in Vojvodina’s history.

The main reasons for rejecting the draft 
statute are the following:

w    The statute draft would give Vojvodi-
na exclusive powers, considerably high-
er than what is given to other regions.

If you compare the Vojvodina statute 
with other regional statutes or consti-
tutions in Europe you can see that the 
Vojvodina statute is rather moderate. 
At the best it is at the medium level of 
European standard of regionalisation. 
For example it does not give legislative 
competence to the regional assembly. 
The statute itself has not the constituti-
oal level like the regional constitutions 
for example in Germany or in Austria.

w    Some of the politicians say, the sta-
tute is anti-constitutional and not in line 
with the Serbian Constitution.

That is not true. If you consider it legal-
ly and not politically you have to realise 
that it is based on and in accordance 
with the Serbian Constitution. Even the 
European Commissions „Serbia 2008 
Progress Report“ attests officially that 
the new statute is „in line with constitu-
tional requirements“ (p. 6).
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The New Statute of AP Vojvodina: A Contribution to Serbia’s Approach to EU
w    With the new statute Vojvodina 
would become a "state within a state“.

That is not true: The statute explicitly 
declares in Article 1, that Vojvodina is a 
„constitute part of the Republic of Ser-
bia“ und the citizens of APV exercise 
their rights and perform their duties 
stipulated by the Constitution of the 
Republic of Serbia, law and statute (Ar-
ticle 5). The Statute and amendments of 
the Statute has to be confirmed by the 
Serbian parliament. The Statute does 
not envision finance control, police, an 
army, state security or foreign policy for 
Vojvodina.

w    The draft statute goes toward territo-
rial decentralisation and is the basis for 
separatism.

The contrary is true. See Article 3: The 
territory of the APV shall consist of 
Bačka, Banat and Syrmia within its geo-
graphical areas, stipulated by the Serbi-
an law at the time of coming into force 
of this statute. Well-understood regiona-
lisation is the contrary of separatism.

w    The executive body should not be 
called "Provincial Government“.

The current name "Secretariat“, "Secre-
tary“ or "Executive Council“ is degrading 
and not the European standard for regi-
onal executive bodies. Regional or pro-
vincial government, regional ministry 
etc. are the current European terms.

w    Vojvodina should not have the right 
to open a mission at EU headquarters in 
Brussels.

This is ridiculous: Even regional bodies 
of centralistic states in Europe have the 
right to open offices in Brussels and 
other European regions. Article 16: Re-
presentation offices (not ”Missions“) in 
European regions and in Brussels for 
the purpose of promotion and enhan-
cement of its economic, scientific, edu-
cational, cultural and tourist capacities. 
Nearly all European regions have such 
representative offices. The goal is to be 
closer to European funds and compete 
for those assets in a timely manner. Not 
for own foreign policy reasons! These 
are not embassies. There can only be a 
missunderstanding.

w    The draft statute is trying to desta-

bilise Serbia, to fragment the country, to 
pull it apart. 

The contrary: The new statute would 
satisfy the citizens of Vojvodina, they 
would still be loyal citizens of Serbia 
and in this way strengthen and stabilise 
the whole republic. Rejecting the draft 
would however create a big constituti-
onal crisis and destabilisation. Should, 
however, the urgent wish for a new pro-
vincial statute not be granted by the Ser-
bian parliament, there would indeed be 
the danger of destabilisation. 

4. Serbia and the
importance of regionalisation 

for the EU accession

Serbia is preparing EU-accession and 
has done a lot of successful steps and 
substantial progress. Although repre-
sentatives of the European Commission 
and the European Parliament generally 
and officially consider the issue of the 
Vojvodina Statute to be an internal affair, 
they confirm that Serbia‘s association 
with the EU is combined with the que-
stion of consolidation of relations within 
Serbia, which includes decentralisation 
and the return of assets to Vojvodina 
and local self-administration. During the 
EU-accession process, Serbia will have to 
experience decentralisation and regio-
nalisation. The future decentralisation of 
Serbia, regardless of the selected form, 
should be in accordance with European 
standards that enable regions in the EU 
to carry out a great portion of coopera-
tion among regions and not only among 
states.

In numerous opinions the Committe 
of the Regions of EU has stressed the 
importance of decentralisation and dis-
tribution of state power in the states of 
South Eastern Europe. It is necessary not 
only to bolster the central institutions 
but also to accept the autonomous 
decision-making of regional and local 
authorities and institutions. The CoR 
supports the close collaboration bet-
ween the regional and local authorities 
of  the Western Balkans in cross-border 
and regional projects and cooperations 
and recommends the elaboration of a 
strategy for decentralisation in Serbia 
and stresses the need to fortify Serbian 
regional and local institutions.

I am sure that the Serbian authorities 
will realise that the adoption of the Vo-
jvodina Statute is a very important step 
towards the EU accession, which – in the 
global economic crisis – can bring Ser-
bia assistance and support.

On the basis of the Stabilisation and As-
sociation Agreement with the European 
Union Serbia has agreed ”to contribute 
to political, economic and institutional 
stability in Serbia, as well as to the sta-
bilisation of the region“ (Art. 14, 1, 2b). 
I am convinced that the new statute 
of APV will be adopted by the Serbian 
Parliament very soon as a crucial contri-
bution to political, economic and insti-
tutional stability in Serbia and in South 
Eastern Europe.

(Lecture at the Conference: „AP Vojvo-
dina in Process of European Integration 
and Interregional Cooperation“ on 23 
April 2009, Novi Sad.)

Government Building and Parliament of Vojvodina
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