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Regions and
Cities – Ways 
out of the Crisis

The effects of the 
financial crisis took 
centre stage of the 

European Summit of 
Regions and Cities 

held in Prague on 5 
and 6 March 2009 
and several other 

conferences. S. 2
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Ladies and gentlemen!

I grew up in the countryside and experienced 
the meaning of the rural area as supporting pil-
lar of our society and homeland from childhood 
on. The efficiency of the regions is substantial 
not only for the regional economic policy of a 
country, but also for its cultural identity.

In difficult times like these, we are bound to 
stand up to the crisis together. The European 
Union undertakes substantial efforts on all le-
vels and with all instruments, in order to secure 
the function of the financial markets and the 
financing of the national economies and the 
regions. Cooperation and the willingness to ne-
gotiate are the correct means to take responsi-
ble actions.

Since the regions carry promising potential and 
power of innovation, they are important allies 
for me. They are not only responsible for a large 
share of public investment, they also take re-
sponsibilities in social welfare. Together we will 
take reasonable measures and will strive for the 
future with optimism and drive.

Sincerely yours

Josef Pröll
Federal Minister of Finance, Austria
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Luc Van den Brande, President of the Committee of the Regi-
ons (CoR), said at the Summit: “We wish to send a clear mes-
sage from Prague to the upcoming Spring European Council. 
In these times of economic crisis, Europe’s regions and cities 
are taking a strong stance against national protectionism. 
Centralisation is not the basis for a dynamic and effective 
Europe. No recovery plan will ever be implemented properly 
without the timely involvement of the regions and cities. We 
welcome the Czech EU presidency’s decision to host an extra-
ordinary Summit with the social partners in May. I expect that 
local and regional authorities will be there too.” 

European Commission President José Manuel Barroso said 
that the CoR‘s message about national protectionism had 
been heard: „I welcome your commitment to reject protec-
tionism, that is clearly understood in Europe. The last extraor-
dinary European Council was united in its rejection of go-it-
alone measures.“

A major consultation of the regions and cities of Europe on 
the future of the Lisbon Strategy for growth and jobs was 
launched by President Van den Brande and Cyril Svoboda, 

At the European Summit of Regions and Cities 
held in Prague on 5 and 6 March 2009, regional 
and local politicians sent a clear demand to the 
upcoming European Council and the G20 mee-
ting in London for a coordinated approach to 
economic recovery.

Czech minister for regional development at the Summit. Pre-
sident Barroso welcomed the initiative and highlighted the 
key role of local and regional authorities. „No-one can anti-
cipate what the content of the new strategy will be. But one 
priority for the post 2010 period will certainly be to increase 
the involvement of local and regional authorities in policy-
making. A recent Eurobarometer survey shows that almost 
60% of European citizens would like to see regional and lo-
cal authorities have a greater say in the EU decision-making 
process.“

The members of the Committee of the Regions and elected 
representatives of regional and local authorities who gathe-
red in Prague Summit called for 
• coordinated action at all levels of political responsibility 

in order to ensure the success of the European economic 
recovery plan and to protect citizens against the negative 
consequences of the economic slowdown and job cuts;

• the restoration of confidence in the financial system by in-
troducing effective mechanisms for the surveillance of fi-
nancial institutions;

• the adoption after 2010 of a genuine European growth and 
employment strategy, based on the partnership between 
the European Union, the Member States and its regions and 
cities, which fosters long-term investment in education, 
training, research and innovation and the development of 
quality infrastructures and energy-efficient technologies;

• the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, which will strengthen 
both Europe‘s capacity to decide and act in the world and 
the shared responsibility of the different levels of power 
for achieving common objectives, in accordance with the 
principles of subsidiarity and proportionality;

• a strong regional policy which can support all the regions, 
which takes into account the effects of the current crisis, 
particularly with regard to the eligibility of regions for 
structural funds after 2013, which incorporates as a crucial 
challenge an urban policy for the sustainable development 
of European cities and which, through cohesion policy and 
complementary instruments, strengthens territorial coo-
peration not only between EU regions but also with regi-

ons in third countries;
• an integrated and comprehensive approach to migration 

and integration based on the efforts of local and regional 
authorities;

• multi-level governance which, in compliance with the prin-
ciple of subsidiarity, fully involves local and regional autho-
rities in the Community decision-making process.

Focusing on the upcoming European elections in June 2009, 
the Summit ended with a live TV debate between represen-
tatives from four European political parties. It underlined that 
a stronger and more democratic Europe needs not only the 
support of all layers of government but also, and most im-
portantly, the participation of citizens. President Luc Van den 
Brande invited all regional and local elected politicians to en-
gage in the campaign.

The exellent host of the summit, Lord Mayor of Prague, Pavel 
Bém and Franz Schausberger

Michael Häupl, Mayor of Vienna, Vaira Vike-Freiberga, Former 
Latvian President and Michel Delebarre, First Vice-President of 
the CoR at one of the sessions.

The Lord Mayor of Prague, Pavel Bém, José Manuel Barroso, 
President of the European Commission, Luc Van den Brande, 
President of CoR and Cyril Svoboda, Czech Minister for Regional 
Development

European Summit in Prague: Key Role of Regions 
and Cities in Strategies against the Crisis

Franz Schausberger, Klaus Zeh, Minister for Federal and Euro-
pean Affairs, Thuringia, Michael Schneider, State Secretary for 
Federal and European Affairs, Saxony-Anhalt
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The present financial crisis has part-
ly had severe impact on the re-
sources of local and regional aut-

horities and affects their liquidity.  
Reports on highly indebted cities and 
municipalities are increasing in quan-
tity; Regions have to response to the 
financial crisis in their own field of com-
petencies with adequate measures. The 

world wide crisis is on the one hand a 
central problem for the European Uni-
on and its member states; on the other 
hand its implications have to be coped 
with regionally and locally. 
Many a municipality has gambled with 
risky but appearing to be lucrative in-
vestments and has lost considerable 
funds in the course of the financial crisis. 
Also complicated financial transactions 
such as the so called “Cross-Border-
Leasing transactions”, turn out now as 
financial adventure against which has 
been warned.
The crisis of many businesses has led to 
partly dramatic decrease of revenue for 
municipalities for instance concerning 
business tax. Therefore even well-off 
municipalities feel the crisis now.
From the point of view of regions and 
communes of Eastern Europe, the in-
itiative taken by Austrian Minister for 
Finance and Vice-chancellor Josef Pröll 
for a bank-rescue package in Eastern 
Europe was highly welcomed and sup-
ported.
The worldwide financial crisis can only 
be countered successfully by concrete 
and concerted measures and reforms 
on all levels conjointly (Europe, national 
states, regions and municipalities). Whi-
le on European and national level the 
framework has to be set, implementati-
on is mostly done on regional and local 
level. 
Schausberger appealed to internatio-
nal investors to not loose trust in their 

engagement in Eastern Europe and not 
to resile from this part of Europe. An-
nouncements such as the one of Direc-
tor General of Raiffeisen-International, 
Herbert Stepic, to remain in Eastern Eu-
rope, were explicitly welcomed. 
Since the beginning of the financial cri-
sis primary municipal institutions are 
given more confidence and are not que-
stioned anymore. Risky financing mo-
dels such as cross boarder leasing are no 
option anymore.
Regions and municipalities are the big-
gest investors and are therefore impor-
tant partners for the handling of the 
financial crisis. They know particularly 
well how financial resources for eco-
nomic stimulus packages can be used 
most effectively.
During elaboration and implementati-
on of economic stimulus packages it is 
advised against blindfold use of funds. 
Financial resources should be used for 
sensible, sustainable communal invest-
ment and not for public investment 
only but also as stimulation for private 
investment. 
 
Thomas Wieser, Director General for 
Economic Policy and Financial Markets, 
Austrian Ministry of Finance, pointed 
to the urgent importance of pumping 
money into the financial cycle in order 
to restore confidence. The crisis is even 
worse than the one of 1929 but less se-
vere in its consequences, because go-
vernments have learned. The actual pro-

blem is that 
banks among 
t h e m s e l v e s 
have no con-
fidence and 
that no bank 
wishes to lend 
money to 
another bank. 
The Austrian 
government has recognised the danger 
of the moment and offered a package of 
100 billion Euros. 15 billion are set for re-
capitalisation of banks, 10 billion for de-
posit guarantees and 75 billion for credit 
operations of the banking sector.
 
Peter Havlik, Deputy Director of the 
Vienna Institute for International Econo-
mic Studies referred to the difficulty with 
forecasting in times of financial crisis. In 
any case effects on Eastern Europe have 

been totally 
underestima-
ted. The as-
sumption that 
Eastern Euro-
pean coun-
tries would 
be widely 
u n t r o u b l e d 
by the crisis 
was wrong. 

Concerning growth forecasts although 
those for Eastern Europe will be slightly 
better than those for Western Europe, 
they will still be most humble. In Hun-
gary, Ukraine and in the Baltic states it 
has to be reckoned with economic re-
cession. A similar development is to be 
expected for Croatia, Turkey and Bosnia-
Herzegovina. There is a slight hope that 
economy starts growing again in 2010. 

Hans Schaidinger, Chairman of the As-
sociation of Bavarian Cities and Lord Ma-
yor of Regensburg, reminded that the 
unification of Germany already brought 
a first crisis for communal finance. Of the 
city of Regenburg’s 276 million Euros of 
debts 100 mil-
lion are due to 
the contribu-
tion to the so-
litary fund for 
German unity. 
The currently 
in municipa-
lities notice-
able econo-

Financial Crisis: Catastrophe or Chance for Municipalities and Regions
On 14 February 2009, the Institute of the Regions of Europe held an 
expert conference on “Regional and Local Financing in Times of Crisis. 
Possibilities, Problems and Chances.” in the Viennese Raiffeisensaal. 
More than 100 representatives of regions and cities from several Euro-
pean countries took part in this conference. 

First round of discussions:
Ernst Rosi, Hans Schaidinger, Franz 
Schausberger, Stefan Eder, Peter Havlik, 
Thomas Wieser.

Second round of discussions:
Alfred Riedl, Monika Rathgeber, Alexan-
der Auböck, Franz Schausberger, Sza-
bolcs Fazakas, Jerzy Kropiwnicki, Tudor 
Pendiuc.

mic crisis strengthens the population’s 
confidence in communal institutions, in 
public services, saving banks which are 
in Germany public credit institutions. 
The Bavarian government has decided 
an economic stimulus plan of 1.9 billion 
Euros, which however is co-financed by 
12.9 percent by municipalities. With all 
measures taken against the crisis it has 
to be taken care that reasonable, sustai-
nable communal investment is trigge-
red. 
 
Stefan Eder, IRE-Vice Chairman, Partner 
DLA Piper, affirmed that the current cri-
sis is composed of several criteria: Finan-
cial crisis, investment crisis, crisis of the 
public sector. These cumulate to a crisis 
of confidence, 
which is being 
fostered by 
the media. 
From the cri-
sis, however, 
result several 
chances too: 
cutback of to 
much regu-
lation, mo-
ney and propensity to invest do exist, 
however, confidence is missing; public 
authorities have to adapt frame condi-
tions for reasonable use of money. Local 
authorities that have managed solidly in 
the past are going to master the crisis; 
those that have mismanaged will now 
encounter even more severe problems. 

Alfred Riedl, Member of the Regional 
Parliament of Lower Austria, Vice-Presi-
dent of the Austrian Association of Mu-
nicipalities and Mayor of Grafenwörth, 
claims that measures taken against the 
crisis have to be cleared with all local 
authorities. In times of crisis interventi-
on and acting can be done much qui-
cker on municipal level. Municipalities 
are the biggest investors, get assigned 
with more and more new tasks and are 
increasingly confronted with problems 

in compli-
ance with 
their tasks, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
in the social 
sector. With 
the urgently 
needed state 

www

Ernst Rosi, RZB and Franz Schausberger

The delegation from Karlovac, Croatia

General Secretary of IRE, Joachim Fritz 
and Franz Schausberger

The delegation from Vojvodina, Serbia

In the audience: President Madeleine Kriz-
Zwittkovits, Österreichischer Gewerbe-
verein, Dr. Gerhard Burian, Austrian Ministry 
for Economics, Mag. Georg Krauchenberg, 
Austrian Chamber of Commerce,  Governor 
Maria Dimova of Rousse, Bulgaria



ticeably de-
creasing. That 
means there 
is less money 
for Lodz. Mo-
ney from EU 
funds for in-
frastructural 
projects (wa-
ter, waste etc.) 
remains the same although; however 
through the crisis problems arise with 
co-financing. A solution is probably only 
possibly in the form of credits. In Poland 
a dynamic situation within the currency 
market can be asserted; however so far 
not as extreme as in Hungary. 
A first evidence of crisis is decline of 
attractiveness for investors, mainly re-
lating to construction of estates, which 
then cannot be sold for the first time. 
Therefore there are no further projects 
and unemployment figures are rising. 
Therefore it has to be fought for keeping 
up and bidding investments through 
credits and attractiveness for investors 
has to be increased. 

Monika Rathgeber, Head of Depart-
ment for Budged and Finance of Land 
Salzburg, referred to the problem of regi-
ons and municipalities being confronted 
with increasing expenses and decrea-
sing revenues. Through economic stimu-
lus packages not only public investment 
should be activated but also investment 
in the private sector should be stimula-
ted. Austria finds itself still in a relatively 
good situation; some other countries are 
a lot worse. She argues against protec-
tionism, because everyone would loose. 
Currency fluctuations for all currencies 
within the EU should be kept in a mar-
gin, which can 
be done by 
involvement 
of Europe. All 
have to act lo-
cally but think 
globally and 
work sustai-
nably. 

P a r l i a m e n t 
hopes too, 
that the cri-
sis prompts 
reforms and 
in the end 
strengthens. 
He warned 
against pro-
t e c t i o n i s m 
and argues for transferring certain sove-
reignty to EU in times of crisis. The sum 
of the individual member states in order 
to recover from the crisis exceeds the 
joint European rescue package of 300 
billion Euros already by far. Some coun-
tries could thus reanimate economy, 
Hungary for example cannot anymore. 
It is a severe problem that EU-countries 
deal with the crisis very differently and 
that in non-EU countries banks have 
been drained by Western European hol-
ding bank companies. The Austrian pro-
ject for saving banks in Eastern Europe, 
which have major investments in new 
EU countries, is well received in the East; 
however reactions by EU are cautious or 
renunciatory. 
Hungary was one of the first countries 
affected by the crisis. A 22 billion Euro 
package was urgently needed. However 
this was just for solving the state finan-
cial crisis. Hungary also suffered from a 
monetary crisis, which would not have 
occurred if Hungary would have had 
introduced the Euro currency. Hungary 
was busy with implementing conver-
gence criteria and reform programmes 
for the introduction of the Euro. There-
fore the country now hardly has money 
left for supporting enterprises and ho-
pes for EU funds and money from IMF. 

Jerzy Kropiwnicki, Mayor of Lodz, po-
lish member of the Committee of the 
Regions, characterises the current situa-
tion as very dynamic. What today is right 
and vital might not be so tomorrow. 
The City of Lodz has high capital ex-
penditure and good ongoing projects; 
however, the city’s budget is depending 
on national tax revenues, which are no-

reformation no much progress has been 
made so far in Austria. It is to be hoped 
that the crisis gives reason to reforms. 

Alexander Auböck of EBRD London 
informed that the most awkward dispo-
sition is the one in Ukraine, Hungary and 
in the Baltic states. Despite all problems, 
EBRD has decided to not close any of-
fices and to increase budget in 2009 
by one billion to seven billion Euros. It 
is, however, 
not easy to 
find realisa-
ble projects 
worth being 
f i n a n c e d . 
EBRD makes 
a bigger part 
of its deals in 
Russia, Ukra-
ine, Kazakh-
stan, and Poland; however, they cannot 
take 100 percent risk but only about 30 
percent. They have to share risk with 
other banks, whereto not many are able 
anymore. EBRD finances primarily infra-
structure projects, municipal ventures, 
PPP-Projects for instance in the public 
transport sector. Good and sustainable 
municipal projects in the field of infra-
structure, environment and energy effi-
ciency have still chances to be financed 
by the JASPERS programme. Experts are 
available freely for advice. 

Tudor Pendiuc, Mayor of Pitesti and 
President of the Romanian Municipa-
lities Association hopes that the crisis 
will defuse in 2010. He pointed out that 
Eastern Europe has grown too fast in 
many areas such as the real estate sec-

tor, which gi-
ves reason to 
big concern 
in Romania 
and Bulgaria. 
The banking 
system in Ro-
mania is much 
less profitable 
than the one 
in Bulgaria. 

The financial crisis reduces the regions’ 
and municipalities’ revenues. City admi-
nistrations have to withdraw plans espe-
cially in relation with infrastructure. The 
crisis is a big challenge for regional and 
communal politicians. He hopes that Eu-
ropean funds can be of help.

Szabolcs Fazakas, former Minister 
form Trade and Tourism of the Republic 
of Hungary and Member of European 
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The expert conference was kindly supported by:

Stefan Eder, Johannes Hörl,
Andreas Winkler

Stabilising the Financial 
Markets in Europe
EU, Austria and Germany and 
other European States
A Commentary

English, German and/or the lan-
guage of the respective country. 
Illustration of the measures to sta-
bilise the financial markets in the 
EU, Austria and Germany and 14 
other European countries.
ISBN 978-3-7083-0578-3 can be 
ordered at Neuer Wissenschaft-
licher Verlag, www.nwv.at

New Publication on Financial Market Crisis
On the occasion of the presentation of 
the book “Stabilising the Financial Mar-
kets in Europe” by Stefan Eder (r.), EMEA 
Group Head & Joint Global Group Head 
Finance & Projects, Partner and Depu-
ty Chairman of IRE on 26 February, the 
Austrian Vice Chancellor and Federal Mi-
nister of Finance Josef Pröll (2nd f. l.), the 
Austrian National Bank (OeNB) Governor 
Professor Ewald Nowotny  (l.) and Pro-
fessor Heinz Krejci (2nd f. r.) commented 
on the situation of the international fi-
nancial markets. 
The book presentation was attended by 
more than 200 interested guests from 
the Austrian and international finance 
and political community.
“I have forced the pace. The implemen-
tation of the measures to strengthen the 
Austrian financial market is about to be 
completed”, announced Vice Chancellor 
and Federal Minister of Finance Josef 
Pröll on the occasion of the book pre-
sentation at the Austrian National Bank. 
He also said that he would continue to 
support, on an international level, the 
idea of joint European action, even if 
some people are wondering what his 
travels to Eastern Europe are all about. 
“The problem of national liquidity sup-
ply cannot be tackled by the individual 
countries on their own. We must get 
prepared for joint action in time”, said 
Mr. Pröll emphasising his pro-active ap-
proach.
The Governor of the Austrian National 
Bank Ewald Nowotny confirmed this by 
pointing out: “For the first time in histo-
ry, the European monetary and financial 
policy pursues an expansive approach.” 

Josef Pröll and Stefan Eder
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This gives room for hope that by the end 
of the year we will enter a new phase of 
economic growth.
Stefan Eder, the author of the book, em-
phasised that the core of the crisis was 
basically determined by the loss of con-
fidence in the financial markets. There is 
a strong international interdependence 
between the financial markets and bet-
ween the various economies in gene-
ral – the effects of which have become 
clearly visible in some cases like for in-
stance SAAB’s insolvency. “The list of 
creditors which fills several pages con-
tains the names of affected companies 
based in numerous European countries. 
For these companies it would be vital 
to understand the relevant measures 
in Sweden. With this book we want to 
provide a source to create more trans-
parency and understanding in order to 
re-establish confidence.”
The acknowledged legal expert in the 
field of banking and finance Heinz 
Krejci called on the present financial-
community saying that the successful 
implementation of the generally well 

elaborated legal measures required co-
operation between the players in the 
market. In this regard the commentary 
(compendium) on the measures of 16 
European countries represents, without 
doubt, a good basis.

For further information, please 
contact Dr. Stefan Eder (stefan.eder@
dlapiper.com) or visit the website for 
the book www.stabilising-markets.eu.

The podium
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On 14 February the Ball of Regions took 
place for the third time. The IRE had invi-
ted to Palais Niederösterreich and about 
300 guests followed the invitation. Franz 
Schausberger, Stefan Eder and Secreta-
ry General Johannes Kyrle as represen-
tative of the Austrian Foreign Minister 
welcomed the participants who had 
come from various European countries. 
In well-established manner the Ball was 
opened by Dancing School Baden con-
ducted by Manfred Zehender. A traditio-
nal costumes procession featuring cou-
ples from Hungary, Slovakia, Moldova, 
Lithuania, Croatia, Poland and Bosnia 
demonstrated the diversity of regions 
within the conjoint Europe. Each lady 
attending the Ball received a Valentine’s 

Glamouros Night at the 3rd Ball of Regions in Vienna
heart, which was donated by the Pre-
sident of the Croatian region Sisak-
Moslavina, Marina Lovrić. The Wiener 
Klassik Ensemble conducted by Franz 
König played for dancing as well as the 
Radio Kings conducted by Martin Brein-
schmid. On the ground floor DJ Wolfram 
Felice played records which were highly 
appreciated. 
 
The midnight surprise was given by 
Czech opera singer   Pavlína Senić who 
received enthusiastic applause. There-
after sang, played and danced Music 
Group Linda who had also come from 
Czech Republic. Guests enjoyed them-
selves terrifically until the wee hours of 
the morning.

Midnight Surprise form the Czech Repu-
blic Music and Dance Group Linda 

Martina and Werner Fasslabend, Former 
Federal Minister of Defence, Madeleine 
and Herbert Kriz-Zwittkovits, Österrei-
chischer Gewerbeverein 

Peter Oesterle, Immoeast AG and Dr. Ed-
gar Rosenmayr, Member of the Executive 
Board, Immoeast AG with wifes 

Franz Schausberger, the wonderful sopra-
nist of Prague State Opera Pavlina Senić 
and her husband Tomas Ulehla, Deputy 
of the Czech Parliament and Former Lord-
mayor of the City of Zlin 

Dr. Stefan Eder, Vice-Chairman of the IRE, 
Franz Schausberger and Ambassador Se-
cretary General Dr. Johannes Kyrle, Aus-
trian Federal Ministry for European and 
international Affairs and regional dancers 
at the opening 

Lawyer Taras Burhan (Kiew) and his part-
ner Maria Nykolaychuk 

Prof. Dr. Attila Fabián, Westhungarian 
University of Sopron with his wife 

Ambassador Secretary General Dr. Jo-
hannes Kyrle, Austrian Federal Ministry for 
European and international Affairs held 
the opening speech.

Mostly younger people enjoyed dancing 
in the discotheque

Ambassador Dr. Ernst-Peter Brezovszky, 
Federal Ministry for European and Inter-
national Affairs and Lithuanian Ambas-
sador Giedrius Puodžiunas and his wife 
Mag. Iveta Puodžiunas

Dr. Wieland Schmid-Schmidsfelden (DLA 
Piper) with daughter and Dr. Helmut 
Falschlehner (Immoeast) with his char-
ming partner

Dr. Claus Reitan, chief editor of „Die Fur-
che“, smalltalking with Carola Purtscher

Ambassador Dr. Wendelin Ettmayer and 
Johannes Kunz, Head of Vienna Entertain-
ment with their wifes 

Dr. Hannes Farnleitner, Former Minister of 
Economy (Austria),  Member of European 
Parliament Szabos Fazakas, Former Mini-
ster for Economy of Hungary

Young people from Baden Dancing School 
„The Dance Floor“ performed the opening 
under the guidance of their teacher Man-
fred Zehender.

Dr. Christian Domany, Mag. Ingrid Eder, 
Dr. Helmut Falschlehner (Immoeast AG) 
and Dr. Stefan Eder (DLA Piper)

General Roland Ertl and wife with Tudor 
Pendiuc, Mayor of Pitesti and President of 
the Romanian Municipalities Association, 
and his daughter Ariana

Franz Schausberger and Univ. Prof. Dr. 
Bernhard Pelzl with wife Milenka and son

Dr. Franz Palla and wife and Envoyé Josip  
Špoljarić, Croatian Embassy in Austria

Filip Zlousić and wife, Austrian-Croatian 
Association and regional dancers from 
Croatia

Ballroom at the Palais Niederösterreich “Landtagssaal” 
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AVE - We set standards!
Austria, Bavaria, South Tyrol, Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Romania, Ukraine and Moldavia.

www.ave.at
A member of Energie AG Oberösterreich

AVE Energie AG OÖ Umwelt GmbH, 4021 Linz, Austria, Böhmerwaldstraße 3, 
Tel.: +43 (0)732 9000-3679, fax: +43 (0)732 9000-53679, email: info.ave@ave.at

Leading as one of the largest waste management companies in CEE.
Sustainable disposal processes to protect the environment.
Innovative total waste management solutions with value materials.

 5,250 employees, more than 150 locations … 
                   … at your service around the clock!

Hubert von Goisern joined the „Board of 
Patrons“ of the Institute of the Regions 
(IRE) on 17 March 2009. He supports the 
idea of IRE for a „Europe of Regions“ and 
for the regional and local identity within 
a common Europe.
The musician so many people know as 
Hubert von Goisern was born as Hubert 
Achleitner on 17th November 1952 in 
the Austrian town of Bad Goisern in the 
Salzkammergut. Music was soon of gre-
at importance to Hubert. 
It was at the age of 30 that Hubert made 
a conscious decision that he wanted to 
be a musician. He set off travelling again, 
this time ending up in the Philippines. 
In 1984, Hubert returned to Austria and 
studied electroacoustics as well as expe-
rimental music at the Musikhochschule 
in Vienna. He also worked as a freelance 
musician and composer and two years 
later Hubert took his stage name, Hu-
bert von Goisern.
His second album was released in 1992 
and contained some of Hubert‘s most 
well-known songs: Heast as Nit, Weit, 

New Member of „Board of Patrons“

Hubert von Goisern
Song writer and world musician

Weit Weg and Koa Hiatamadl. The radio 
stations picked up on this last song and 
played it continuously - and suddenly 
Hubert von Goisern and his band, the 
Alpinkatzen, were in the charts.Hubert 
received a gold disc on the day before 
his 40th birthday. 
In February 1994, the next album follo-
wed „Omunduntn“, which was awarded 
platinum barely a month later. 
After several journeys, 1999 Hubert 
von Goisern once more felt the desire 
to compose. After waiting for six years, 
on 6th November 2000 the fans were 
able to get their hands on Fön - Hubert‘s 
highly successful comeback album. 
In May 2001, Hubert was awarded the 
Amadeus Austrian Music Award for Best 
National Artist Rock/Pop. 
2004 Hubert‘s hometown of Bad Goisern 
honoured him with an honorary citizen-
ship, making him a freeman of Bad Goi-
sern. The next honour to be bestowed 
was a stamp: Hubert von Goisern graced 
a special edition 55 cent stamp. 
In the autumn of 2006, Hubert von Goi-

Regional elections took place 
on 14/15 December 2008 in 
Abruzzo (Italy), due to the 
early resignation (the last 
election was held in 2005) of 

President 
Ottaviano 
Del Turco 
(Democra-
tic Party), 
after his 
indictment 
for alleged 
corruption.
The candi-
date of The 
People of 
F r e e d o m 
(PdL, cen-

tre-right, liberal-conservative) 
was Gianni Chiodi. The PdL 
rejected any alliance with the 

Centre-right won elections 
in Abruzzo

Gianni Chiodi
Foto: www.tele-
ponte.it

Hubert von Goisern     Foto: www.donaufest.de
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Alpine Bau Deutschland AG

Karsten Hell

sern presented his grandest project yet: 
the Linz Europe Tour 2007-2009. From 
summer 2007 he would be travelling 
along the waterways of Europe for three 
years on a specially adapted cargo ship, 
complete with a stage. In 2007 Hubert 
and his band explored the east and on 
his journey to the Black Sea delta took 
on board musicians, who played with 
him, rehearsed and gave concerts in 
more than 20 ports. 
The grand finale of the Linz Europe Tour 
will take place in Linz. From 3 to 5 July 
2009 the European Capital of Culture will 
host a three day concert festival at which 
Hubert von Goisern and all the artists of 
the Linz Europe Tour will come together 
once more to explore the wonderful 
musical variety that Europe holds.

Union of Christian and Cen-
tre Democrats (UDC) and The 
Right in order to strengthen 
its goal of becoming a majo-
rity force free from the black-
mails of small „old politics“ 
parties.
Gianni Chiodi defeated Carlo 
Costantini, the candidate of 
the centre-left coalition (De-
mocratic Party, IdV, Socialists 
and Communists). The elec-
tion was a major defeat for 
the Democratic Party (PD). 
Chiodi got 48.8 % and his coa-
lition 27 seats. Chiodi became 
president of the regional go-
vernment. Constantini came 
up to 42.7 %, his centre-left 
coalition got only 16 seats. 
UDC has now two members 
of the regional parliament.



12 newsregion 13 / april09 13newsregion 13 / april09

Regional Elections in the 
Azores: Socialists Defend 

Absolute Majority

In the regional elections of October 19, 
2008 the Portuguese Socialists of Prime 
Minister José Sócrates defended their 
absolute majority in spite of their loss of 
votes. The SPS narrowly won 50 percent 
of the votes, 7.0 percentage points less 
than four years ago. As a result they now 
hold 30 of the 57 seats in the Regional 
Parliament (up to then they had been 
holding 31 of 52). Thus Carlos Manuel 
Martins do Vale César, who has been 
president of the Regional Government 
since 1996 was re-elected for the third 
time.

The voter participation on the Atlantic 
archipelago was the lowest since Por-
tugal returned to democracy 34 years 
ago. Only 46.8 percent of the 193 000 
people who were entitled to vote did 
so. The conservative-liberal PSD (Social 
Democratic Party) also lost a great deal 
of votes, namely 6.5 percentage points, 
achieving only 30.3 percent (in 2004 it 
achieved 36.9 percent). Their number of 
seats fell from 21 to 18. In the election 
night their front-runner Costa Neves 
announced that he would step down. 
The Portuguese Peoples Party (CDS-PP) 
which in 2004 stood for election toge-
ther with the PSD achieved 8.7 percent 
and 5 seats.

The Monarchists Party PPM which had 
been insignificant up to then surpri-
singly achieved one seat in the regional 

Regional and Local Elections since Autumn 2008
by Franz Schausberger

Since October 2008 regional and municipal elections have been held in several 
countries with partly surprising results. 

parliament. The Communist Party won 
3.1 percent which equals 1 seat. The left 
block B.E. achieved 3.3 percent and two 
seats.

Political Changeover in
Sardinia – Berlusconi’s

Personal Success

In the regional elections in Sardinia of 
February 15 and 16 Berlusconi’s right-
wing party managed to achieve a clear 
victory against the centre-left-coalition 
lead by Renato Soru which up to then 
had been governing with an absolute 
majority. In the direct election of the 
Regional President the right-wing can-
didate Ugo Cappellacci (who had been 
unknown up to then) declassed Soru by 
achieving 51.9 percent. Soru only mana-
ged to win 42.8 percent. With regard to 
the party lists the differences in the vo-
ting results were even greater. The right-
wing coalition achieved 56 percent, 18 
percentage points more than the op-
posing Alliance. The Partito Democrati-
co lost eleven percent of the votes and 
contributed considerably to the defeat 
of the left coalition. In Sardinia 1.5 mil-
lion voters were entitled to vote at the 
elections of the Regional President and 
the Regional Parliament.

The result of the election is a personal 
victory for Silvio Berlusconi who led 
most of the election campaign him-
self. Weekend after weekend he toured 
across the island where he owns several 
villas.

The deselected Regional President Re-

nato Soru who in 2004 achieved 50.1 
percent at the direct elections had con-
quered Sardinia with an absolute majo-
rity for the centre-left. 

During the years in which Soru go-
verned he had in particular aimed at a 
sustainable development of the island 
and at taking rigorous steps to reduce 
building speculation. This resulted in se-
vere disputes not only with Berlusiconi’s 
right-wing party but also with members 
of Soru’s own coalition, which eventually 
got the nickname “real-estate-left”. In or-
der to protest against this situation Soru 
stepped down in November. As a conse-
quence re-elections had to be held.

Regional Elections in Hesse 
– End of the Instabile

Circumstances

Early regional elections for the Landtag 
of Hesse were held in Hesse on 18 Janu-
ary 2009. The reason for the early elec-
tions was the inability of the parties to 
form a government after the inconclusi-
ve 27 January 2008 Hessian election.

The SPD, under its leader Andrea Ypsi-
lanti, increased its share of the vote sub-
stantially, from 29% to 37%, and it clai-
med victory as a result. The other winner 
was the far-left Linke party. They entered 
the Hesse Landtag with 5.1% of the vote, 
clearing the five-percent hurdle.

Hesse had been in the midst of politi-
cal deadlock since January 2008, as a 
new government was still not formed 
by the Fall of 2008. The reason that 
ideologically-allied parties could not 
form a government was the existence 
of a bloc of far-left Linke party delegates 

in the Landtag. The SPD and the CDU 
both wound up with 42 seats (of 110). 
The CDU/FDP did not have a majority, 
nor did the SPD/Greens. Both the Linke 
party and the Greens pushed hard for 
a „red-green-red“ (SPD-Greens-Linke) 
coalition, but the SPD initially refused 
this. The only other option was a grand 
coalition along the model in the Bun-
destag after the 2005 election, but this 
was also very unpopular.

Ypsilanti had long refused to negotiate 
with the far-left, but finally caved in and 
began talks to include them in a red-
green-red coalition (SPD-Greens-Linke), 
with herself as Minister-President. This 
was a very controversial move, which 
sparked an internal revolt within the 
SPD as many members bitterly refused 
to participate in power-sharing with 
„neo-Communists”. The Linke is the suc-
cessor party to the East German ruling 
Communist party 1949-1989.

Andrea Ypsilanti was clearly reneging 
on a promise she had made before the 
elctions to never negotiate with the far-
left. This election became in effect a re-
ferendum on the SPD.

Roland Koch, the CDU party leader in 
Hesse and minister-president of Hesse 
before the 2008 elections, also acted 
as interim minister-president after the 
election. And so even though the CDU 
had suffered a stinging electoral defeat 
in 2008, Roland Koch had not been un-

seated due to the inability of the SPD to 
form a new government.

The candidates for the office of minister-
president in 2009 were the incumbent 
Roland Koch of the CDU; the new Hes-
se SPD party leader, Thorsten Schäfer-
Gümbel; Tarek Al-Wazir for the Greens; 
Jörg-Uwe Hahn for the FDP; and Willi 
van Ooyen for the Linke.

Popular anger at the SPD over the po-
litical crisis and deadlock, and anger 
among some of its centrist supporters 
that the SPD leadership would negotia-
te with the far-left, led to a collapse in 
the SPD‘s support; it received its lowest 
vote share in Hessian history. The SPD 
won less than 25% of the total seats 
in 2009, down from 38% in 2008. The 
former-SPD voters split evenly between 
the FDP and the Greens. The Greens re-
ceived their highest vote share ever as a 
result of these strange circumstances.

The 2008-2009 Hesse Landtag saga is 
seen as a black eye and an embarrass-
ment for the political left in Germany. 
Despite the CDU‘s weakest support in 
decades, the left bungled its opportuni-
ty to unseat the CDU, which will now re-
main in power. A CDU-FDP government 
was formed after the election.

Turnout was at 61.0%, down from 64.3% 
in 2008. 61.0% marks the lowest turnout 
for a Landtag election in Hesse‘s history. 
Sources:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesse_
state_election,_2009 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesse_
state_election,_2008 

Regional Elections
in Salzburg

On 1 March, 2009 regional, municipal 
and mayor’s elections were held in the 
Austrian province of Salzburg.

The last regional elections in 2004 
brought a change of the political course 
in Salzburg: the Austrian Socialist Party 
(SPÖ) became strongest party for the 
first time gaining 13.1 percent and a to-
tal of 45.4 percent. The Austrian conser-
vative People’s Party (ÖVP), which had 
been strongest party sofar, was able to 
almost retain its percentage of the votes 
with 37.9 percent (despite gaining 6.833 
percent of the votes it lost 0.8 percent), 
and it had to be satisfied with being 
second strongest party. The Freedom 
Party (FPÖ) suffered the most severe 
defeat: its percentage dropped to 8.7 
percent (a minus of 19.9 percent). The 
Greens gained 2.6 percent and achieved 
8.0 percent. This way the Socialist Party 
(SPÖ) reached 17 seats in the regional 
parliament of Salzburg (+ 5), the conser-
vative People’s Party (ÖVP) won 14 (- 1), 
the Freedom Party (FPÖ) three seats (- 4) 
and the Greens retained its two seats. 
The Socialist Party (SPÖ)’s leading candi-
date, Gabriele Burgstaller, consequently 
built a governing coalition consisting of 
the Socialist Party (SPÖ) (4 members) 
and the conservative People’s Party 
(ÖVP) (3 members).

The municipal elections’ outcome was 

President of the 
Regional Go-
vernment, Carlos 
Manuel Martins 
do Vale César was 
reelected for the 
third time.

Ugo Cappellacci 
won in Sardinia

Jörg-Uwe Hahn (FDP) and Roland Koch  
(CDU) built the new coalition in Hesse.

Summary of the 18 January 2009 election results for the Landtag of Hesse
 
 Party Vote % (change) Seats (change) Seat %
 
 Christian Democratic Union (CDU) 37.2% +0.4% 46 +4 39.0%
 Social Democratic Party (SPD) 23.7% -13.0% 29 -13 24.6%
 Free Democratic Party (FDP) 16.2% +6.8% 20 +9 17.0%
 Alliance ‚90/The Greens (Die Grünen) 13.7% +6.2% 17 +8 14.4%
 The Left Party (Linke) 5.4% +0.3% 6 0 5.1%
 Free Voters 1.6% +0.7%   
 National Democratic Party (NPD) 0.9% 0   
 The Republicans (Republikaner) 0.6% -0.4%   
 Pirate Party 0.5% +0.2%   
 Civil Rights Movement Solidarity (BüSo) 0.2% +0.2%   
 All Others 0% -1.4%
   
 Total 100.0%   120 0 100.0%

In Salzburg Gabriele Burgstaller (SPÖ) lost 
more than 6 points percentage, Wilfried 
Haslauer (ÖVP) lost only 1,4 points.

www



14 newsregion 13 / april09 15newsregion 13 / april09

completely different. In a total of 119 
municipalities the conservative People’s 
Party (ÖVP) reached 43.1 percent, the 
Socialist Party (SPÖ) 37.9 percent, the 
Freedom Party (FPÖ) 8.6 percent and 
the Greens 6.9 percent. In the mayor’s 
elections the conservative People’s Party 
(ÖVP) won 91 mayors, the Socialist Party 
(SPÖ) 25, the Freedom Party (FPÖ) one 
and other groups of candidates two.

The Socialist Party (SPÖ) has now rea-
ched a total of 111,437 votes, respec-
tively 39.37 percent (this means minus 
6.03 percent compared to the regional 
elections in 2004). The conservative 
People’s Party (ÖVP) retains 103,443 of 
the votes, respectively 36.55 percent 
(- 1.37 percent). 36,848 of the voters, re-
spectively 13.02 percent (+ 4.33 percent), 
expressed their support for the Freedom 
Party (FPÖ). The Greens received 20,845 
of the votes, respectively 7.36 percent (- 
0.63 percent). The counting of the votes 
meant a narrow failure to enter the regi-
onal parliament also for the Alliance for 
the Future of Austria (BZÖ): it retains a 
total of 10,475 of the votes, respectively 
3.70 percent. The allocation of the seats 
in the regional parliament of Salzburg is 
now as follows: the Socialist Party (SPÖ) 
15 (-2), the conservative People’s Party 
(ÖVP) 14 (-); the Freedom Party (FPÖ) 
5 (+2) and the Greens 2 (-). This means 
that both the Socialist Party (SPÖ) and 
the conservative People’s Party (ÖVP) 
basically have the possibility to build a 
governing coalition with the Freedom 
Party (FPÖ).

Voter participation was lower than 2004 
and corresponded to 74.4 percent (- 2.9 
percent).

Municipal and Mayor’s 
Elections in Salzburg

On the occasion of the municipal elec-
tions in Salzburg on 1 March, 2009 the 
conservative People’s Party (ÖVP) rea-
ched 44.7 percent and gained 1.6 per-
cent thus achieving a far better result 
than at the regional elections. The diffe-
rence between municipal and regional 
elections amounts to 8.1 percent which 
means that the conservative People’s 
Party (ÖVP) was considered to be far 
more interesting at a municipal than at 
a regional level. If the ÖVP had mana-
ged to activate a part of these voters in 
favour of the regional elections, it could 

have become strongest party.

On the other hand, with 7.5 percent the 
Socialist Party (SPÖ) experienced a wor-
se result at the municipal elections than 
at the regional elections. It only reached 
31.9 percent at the municipal elections 
thus suffering a loss of 6.0 percent com-
pared to 2004. The Freedom Party (FPÖ) 
reached 10.8 percent (+2.2), the Greens 
6.9 (+0.0).

In a total of 119 cities and municipali-
ties in the region of Salzburg 2110 seats 
were to be allocated: the ÖVP reached 
1102 (+ 27), the SPÖ 642 (- 111), the 
FPÖ 196 (+ 43), the Greens 62 (- 2), the 
Alliance for the Future of Austria (BZÖ) 
4 (+ 4) and other independent groups of 
candidates 104 (+ 33). The ÖVP reached 
52.2 percent of all seats, the SPÖ 30.4, 
the FPÖ 9.3 and the Greens 2.9 percent. 

In the regional capital of Salzburg the 
SPÖ had to accept a severe defeat: it 
lost 8.0 percent and four seats and it has 
now obtained 35.8 percent and 15 seats. 
The ÖVP reached 27.8 percent (+0.4) 
and continues to retain 11 seats. The 
FPÖ achieved 13.3 percent (+3.0) and 5 
seats (+1), the Greens won one seat with 
16.4 percent (7 seats). The BZÖ reached 
4.7 percent and two seats.

Mayor Heinz Schaden (SPÖ) failed to re-
ach the absolute majority at the direct 
elections and reached only 45.4 percent. 
Therefore, in a run-off election on 15 
March he must run for the office against 
his deputy mayor Harald Preuner who 
won 26.1 percent.

 

Regional Elections in 
Carinthia – the Victory of 

Haider’s Legend

In the Austrian region of Carinthia re-

gional elections were held on 1 March, 
2009. They took place under complete-
ly different circumstances compared to 
the regional elections in 2004. 

In 2004 the former governor and leading 
candidate of the Austrian Freedom Party 
(FPÖ), Jörg Haider, was very successful 
and achieved 42.4 percent and 16 seats 
in the regional government. The Socia-
list Party (SPÖ) won 38.4 percent and 14 
seats. The Austrian conservative People’s 
Party (ÖVP) dropped to 11.6 percent and 
was represented by only four represen-
tatives in the regional government. The 
Greens reached 6.7 percent and two 
seats.

Upon splitting the FPÖ and forming a 
new party, the Alliance for the Future of 
Austria (BZÖ) in 2005, Haider changed 
also the Carinthian FPÖ into the BZÖ. 
All opinion polls indicated that Haider 
would clearly reach the majority at the 
regional elections in 2009 after his sur-
prising success at the parliamentary 
elections 2008 in Carinthia and so he 
would continue to hold the office of go-
vernor.

After Jörg Haider’s sudden death in a car 
accident on 11 October, 2008 Gerhard 
Dörfler (BZÖ) became governor of Carin-
thia and leading candidate at the regi-
onal elections in 2009. Gerhard Dörfler 
(BZÖ) received the votes of BZÖ, ÖVP 
and FPÖ at the elections for the office of 
governor.

In the SPÖ there was also a change at 
the top of the party: the regional party 
leader of the SPÖ Gabriele Schaunig-
Kandut, irritated by the political course 
of Jörg Haider, stepped down on 8 July, 
2008. Reinhart Rohr followed her in her 
position.

The ÖVP was represented by its leading 
candidate Josef Martinz, the FPÖ by Ma-
rio Canori.

At the regional elections on 1 March, 
2009 Haider’s heirs, together with go-
vernor Gerhard Dörfler at the top of 
the party, could achieve a triumphal 
success. The BZÖ reached 45.5 percent 
(+3.1), the SPÖ dropped to 28.8 per-
cent (-9.6). The ÖVP reached 16.3 per-
cent (+4.6), the Greens lost 1.5 percent 
and achieved 5.2 percent, the FPÖ only 
achieved a disappointing result of 3.5 
percent thus failing to be represented in 
the Landtag. The allocation of the votes 
in the regional government of Carinthia 
is now as follows: 17 BZÖ (+1), 11 SPÖ 

www (-3), 6 ÖVP (+2), 2 Greens (-). The regional 
government of Carinthia is represented 
by the BZÖ with four (+1), the SPÖ with 
two members (-1) and the ÖVP still with 
one member.

Municipal and Mayor’s 
Elections in Carinthia 

Also on 1 March 2009, regional, muni-
cipal and mayor’s elections were held 
in 132 municipalities in Carinthia. The 
last municipal elections took place on 
9 March, 2003. In order to reduce the 
number of the ballots all three elec-
tions were held on 1 March. The deci-
sion to hold all three elections on the 
same day was taken in the regional 
government (Landesregierung) on 2 
December 2008, after long discussions 
and negotiations between the parties. 
The Alliance for the Future of Austria 
(BZÖ) first wanted to have separate 
election dates, the Socialist Party (SPÖ), 
the Greens and the Freedom Party 
(FPÖ) supported the idea of having one 
common election date.

At the municipal elections the BZÖ rea-
ched 30.9 percent in the entire provin-
ce of Carinthia, the SPÖ achieved 36.7 
percent (-9.8), the ÖVP 20.4 percent 
(-3.3), the Greens 3.3 percent (+0.9) and 
the FPÖ 2.2 percent.

In the regional capital of Klagenfurt 
Harald Scheucher (ÖVP), who has been 
mayor for many years, only achieved 
22 percent and he therefore dropped 
out of the run-off election. The BZÖ 
candidate, Christian Scheider, won 40.7 
percent, the SPÖ candidate Maria-Luise 
Mathiaschitz reached 24.0 percent. 
Therefore Scheider (BZÖ) and Mathia-
schitz (SPÖ) participated in the run-off 
election on 15 March.

Landeshauptmann Gerhard Dörfler (BZÖ) 
won the regional elections in Carinthia 
surprisingly clearly.

 Prime Minister 
José Luis Rodrí-
guez Zapatero 

with Patxi 
Lopez

Spanish Local Elections 
2009 in Basque Country 

and Galicia

by Stefan Kuttner

In elections in the Basque Country and in 
Galicia a total of 4.4 million voters were 
called to vote on 1st of March, 2009.

I: Basque Country

The present election result can be eva-
luated as historical since Nationalists in 
the Spanish Basque Country with their 
present head of provincial government 
Juan Jose Ibarretxe have not obtained 
majority for the first time in 30 years; 
instead Socialists (PSE) could form the 
government in the Basque Province for 
the first time and are hence to be seen 
as winner of these elections.

The Basque-nationalist party (PNV) of 
Prime Minister Juan José Ibarretxe, who 
has been in power for ten years and 
sticks insistently to the idea of a Basque 
Free State, achieved most votes in regi-
onal elections. However, government 
coalition with two smaller parties can 
probably not be continued. Although 
the PNV profited from the electoral ex-
clusion of extremist electoral platforms 
supporting ETA outright, it has to admit 
that the previous allies EA and EB-IU 
have lost too many parliamentary seats: 
The current government constellation 
would in spite of a possible participa-
tion of the moderate Aralar dispose of 
merely 37 of 75 representatives.

With 24 seats Socialists became second-
strongest power in the new parliament 
and achieved their best result in the Bas-
que Country ever. The Socialist top can-
didate Patxi López understands himself 
„legitimised“ to initiate political change 

in the Basque Country and signalised 
he would try to form a government 
and replace Ibarretxe. He would like to 
accomplish that with an alliance of the 
non-nationalistic camps which could 
theoretically count on 38 delegates, the 
absolute majority in the Basque parlia-
ment.

However, here the dilemma of Patxi 
López begins: The chance that after 
30 years, finally an alliance of Spanish, 
civil parties could come into power is 
unique. However, he needs the votes 
of the Conservative People‘s Party (PP) 
and the Spanish-centralist UPD which 
is directed by combative Rosa Diez. PP, 
which achieved in spite of minor losses 
13 seats, has already lent itself to be-
come coalition partner. Nevertheless, 
the problem is that relations with the 
Conservatives who have to struggle 
with various spying and bribe scandals 
are poisoned. Aggravating is the fact 
that the Spanish minority government 
of socialist Prime Minister José Luis Ro-
dríguez Zapatero depends on the votes 
of PNV in the parliament. If López coo-
perates with PP in the Basque Country, 
Ibarretxe will certainly deprive Zapatero 
his support in Madrid. López could also 
form a coalition with PNV, such a coope-
ration between these two both parties 
already existed in the past. Indeed, then 
López would probably have to refrain 
from his criticism of the „Plan-Ibarretxe“, 
a “suggestion for a political statute of 
the community of the Basque Country“ 
in which the attainment of more auto-
nomy is claimed as well as sovereignty 
in consequence. And furthermore he 
would have to leave the leading role to 
the ambitious Ibarretxe. So everything 
would remain basically the same.

However, the socialists’ high gain of 
votes clearly demonstrates that more 
and more Basques turn their back to the 
radical slogans of Prime Minister Juan 
José Ibarretxe and wish for normal cir-
cumstances in their region from which 
ETA-terror has been emanating for over 
40 years. With this vote the Basques have 
also sent a signal to the capital Madrid 

www

Elections in the Basque Country
Party Percent Seats 2009 Seats 2005

PNV (Basque Nationalist Party) 38.56% 30 22
PSE-EE (Spanish Socialist Worker Party) 30.71% 24 18
PP (People’s Party) 14.09% 13 15
PCTV-EHAK (Communist Party 
      of the Basque Homelands) - - 9
EA (Basque Solidarity) 3.68% 2 7
EB-IU (United Left) 3.51% 1 3
Aralar 6.05% 4 1
UPyD (Union for a Popular Movement) 2.14% 1 -
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The People‘s 
Party (PP) 

front runner 
Núñez Feijóo

“Effects of the global economic and fi-
nancial crisis have an impact in South-
Eastern Europe temporarily delayed“, 
explains Michael Landesmann, director 
of the research department of the Vien-
na Institute for International Economic 
Studies (WIIW), at the business breakfast 
„Impact of the financial and economic 
crisis on South-Eastern-Europe“ organi-
sed by the Austrian Federal Economic 
Chamber (AWO) in Vienna on 2 Mar-
ch 2009. For 2009 experts of the WIIW 
reckon with shrinkage of the economy, 
2010 stagnation should follow and from 
2011 onwards economic researcher an-
ticipate growth – however, not as much 
as before the crisis. Landesmann iden-
tifies a major problem in the slump of 
foreign direct investment. 

States with fixed exchange 
rates are concerned in

particular 

The catching-up process of the South-
Eastern European countries – since 
2001, national economies of those 
countries grew 5 to 7 percent on ave-
rage – was financed externally. Now a 

massive current account deficit appears. 
Since South-Eastern Europe has too little 
export capacities the difference has to 
be financed now. A severe problem 
arises particularly in states with fixed 
exchange rate systems. In these cases a 
reduction of imports is necessary. A co-
ming off those fixed exchange rates ho-
wever would have problematic effects 
on foreign currency credits, whose value 
in local currency would rise accordingly. 
For an increase in exports however de-
valuation would be of advantage. 

Johannes Pöschl, WIIW, informed that 
foreign trade statistics of January show 
already heavy effects of the crisis. In the 
first quarter of 2008 in South-Eastern 
European states growth became nega-
tive. Interesting is that business trend 
shows a consistent image: “No country 
escapes the crisis” said Pöschl. Industrial 
output in particular has suffered severe 
slump. Generally, it applies to the regi-
on that high trade balance deficits have 
been covered so far by tourism earnings, 
transfers (by relatives from abroad), 
foreign direct investment and credits. 
Short-term prospects for South-Eastern 
Europe are presumably rather negative. 

South-Eastern Europe: Essential to stay on the 
market – growth from 2011 onwards

Middle-term structural reforms will be 
necessary; investment should be su-
stained by financing institutions. 

Flow of credit must be 
maintained bridging over 

According to Georg Krauchenberg, Re-
gional Manager of AWO South-Eastern 
Europe (Austrian Federal Economic 
Chamber) further flow of credit is vital 
to bridge over. In the media South-Eas-
tern Europe is mostly depicted flatly and 
too negatively. However, situations and 
home positions are quite differing bet-
ween EU members, candidate countries, 
states having the Euro currency or their 
own one. 

Experts agree that with affected coun-
tries it is about markets with big back-
log demand, which can quickly return 
to growth. For entrepreneurs advice is 
given to “absolutely stay on the market, 
since re-entry would be considerably 
catchier” said Krauchenberg. “It is about 
bridging over modestly since the advan-
tages that those markets boast are obvi-
ous: low wage level, low taxes and ‘near-
shore’ to central and Western Europe”.

where it has now to be thought about a 
change of the political line.

Speaking of ETA: Followers of the terro-
rist organization ETA will not be mem-
ber of the Basque parliament for the first 
time in younger history: The parties sym-
pathising with ETA separatists were not 
allowed to put up nominees. However, 
nine percent of voters seem to have fol-
lowed the call of separatist party leaders 
and handed in invalid ballot papers.

II: Galicia

Also in Galicia people voted for change: 
The People‘s Party (PP) with front runner 
Núñez Feijóo could recapture the abso-
lute majority after four years in opposi-
tion.
Galicia is traditionally a stronghold of PP; 
from there come the Spanish opposition 

leader Mariano Rajoy and old Manuel 
Fraga, founder of the People‘s Party. 
Nevertheless, in elections in 2005 the 
coalition of Socialists (PSdeG) and Ga-
lician Nationalists (BNG) has gained by 
close vote and has removed PP which 
had been ruling for many years. Howe-
ver, the new government with the socia-
list Emilio Pérez Touriño at the top could 
not bring about a rebound in Galicia.
Socialist Prime Minister Zapatero is held 
jointly responsible, who is accused of 
quick deterioration of the economic 
situation in the region. He must now 
admit to be taught a lesson. The regi-
onal underdog, head of the provincial 

www

government Touriño, felt compelled to 
resign from office.

Party Percent Seats 2009 Seats 2005

PP (People’s Party) 47.11% 39 37
PSdeG (Socialist Party of Galicia) 29.92% 24 25
BNG (Galician Nationalist Bloc) 16.57% 12 13
EU-IU (United Left) 0.99% 0 0
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A chance for the youth
– Europe’s future 
Internship

Programme
The aim is to improve education, advanced 
training, mobility, vocational integration, social 
education, mutual acquaintance and understan-
ding of young Europeans.

Since June 2005, the IRE has given opportunity to young Europeans to work at the IRE for at least one 
month. They get involved into the flow of work, are assigned concrete tasks and have to compose a 
written report. They are covered by an accident insurance and get an allowance of 200,-- EUR a month; 
the IRE covers expenses for travel and lodging. At the end of their internship they present their written 
report orally and receive a certificate issued by the IRE.
Mainly young people form Eastern and South-Eastern Europe are often no able to afford such a stay 
abroad. And especially they are particularly valuable for such scholarships.
Therefore we are looking for enterprises, ready to enable young people to undergo an internship in 
Austria at the IRE with a yearly contribution. The members of the IRE can initiate topics for reports, which 
are of special interest to them and can be elaborated by the interns. 
Tasks as intern at the IRE include among others:
w Assistance with ongoing operations of an pan-European institute such as preparation of  
 conferences, seminars and other events; contacts to regions and cities all over Europe;
w Scientific tasks such as bilding-up and administration of a library and archive; research   
 etc.
w Visit to other institutions such as the Liaisons-office of Land Salzburg, Euregio etc.
w Drafting of a written report on a chosen topic in agreement with the chairman. This 
 report is later published in the IRE’s series.
Since the foundation of the IRE 71 interns were at the institute from the following countries: Bosnia, 
German, Croatia, Moldova, Austria, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Ukraine, and Hun-
gary.

Anamaria Škopac
Pula, Croatia
“My internship at the IRE 
has helped me a lot to 
get my current job at the 
Office for International 
Cooperation of the Region 
of Istria.” 

Florian M. Lipold 
Salzburg, Austria
“Through my internship at 
the IRE I got the interesting 
chance to contribute my 
services to international 
conferences by the Aus-
trian Foreign Ministry in 
Vienna.”

Ariana Pendiuc 
Piteşti, Romania
“For me as a student of 
political science it is exci-
ting to represent the IRE 
now after my internship in 
Salzburg as voluntary co-
ordinator in Romania.”

Anastasiya Khmilovska 
Lviv, Ukraine
“The internship at the IRE 
enabled me to receive a 
further scholarship for the 
USA. Further I am no wor-
king for the IRE in Ukraine.”

With an enterprise’s membership-fee of 1.000,-- Euro we can enable a student to undergo a one-
month internship at the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) in Salzburg. If you would like to 
support this activity please request an accession form: 
office@institut-ire.eu, +43/662/843288-5017

Delivering contacts, content und communities 
with the power to transform your business.

WELCOME TO THE TRADE FAIRS FOCUSED ON 
CENTRAL, EASTERN AND SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE

RX   VIENNAFAIR  

 The International Contemporary Art Fair focused on CEE

RX-L   AQUATHERM Kiev  

 11th International Exhibition for Heating, Ventilation, Air-con-  

 ditioning, Water Supply, Sanitary and Environmental Technology   

RX-L   COOL CLIMA Kiev

 11th International Exhibition for Air-conditioning,  

 Ventilation, Refrigeration and Industrial Cooling

RX   REAL VIENNA

 The CEE/SEE-focused Real Estate and Investment Fair

RC-L   ISTANBUL REstate

 The EMEA-focused Real Estate and Investment Fair

RX   TRACHT & COUNTRY CLASSICS

 International Fashion Trade Fair for Tracht and Country House Styles

RX-L   INTERTOOL Moscow

 12th International Exhibition for the Tool Industry

RX-L   AQUATHERM Astana

 3rd International Exhibition for Heating, Ventilation, Air-con- 

 ditioning, Water Supply, Sanitary and Environmental Technology

RX   SMART AUTOMATION AUSTRIA

 Trade Fair for Industrial Automation

RX-L   AQUATHERM Baku

 2nd International Exhibition for Heating, Ventilation, 

 Air-conditioning, Water Supply, Sanitary and Environmental   

 Technology

RX   ALLES FÜR DEN GAST – HERBST

 International Trade Fair for the entire Catering, Restaurant   

 and Hotel Trade

RX   BUCH WIEN

 International Book Fair and Reading Festival

RX-L   AQUATHERM Prague

 16th International Trade Fair for Heating Technology,   

 Air-conditioning, Sanitary, Environmental Protection 

 Technology, Measurement and Regulation

07 – 10 May 2009 

Messe Wien, Vienna, Austria

13 – 16 May 2009 

IEC International Exhibition Centre, Kiev, Ukraine

13 – 16 May 2009 

IEC International Exhibition Centre, Kiev, Ukraine

26 – 28 May 2009 

Messe Wien, Vienna, Austria

02 June 2009: The Turkish Real Estate Summit

03 – 04 June 2009: Exhibition and panel discussions

28 – 30 August 2009 

Messe Salzburg, Salzburg, Austria

21 – 24 September 2009 

Crocus Expo, Moscow, Russia

28 – 30 September 2009 

Korme Exhibition Centre, Astana, Kazakhstan

07 – 09 October 2009,

Design Center Linz, Linz, Austria

07 – 09 October 2009 

Heydar Aliev Sport Complex, Baku, Azerbaijan

07 – 11 November 2009 

Messezentrum Salzburg, Salzburg, Austria

12 – 15 November 2009 

Messe Wien, Vienna, Austria

24 – 28 November 2009 

Prague Exhibition Centre - PVA Letnany, Prague, 

Czech Republic

www.viennafair.at

www.aquatherm-kiev.com 

www.coolclima-kiev.com

www.realvienna.com

www.istanbulrestate.com

www.intertool-moscow.com

www.aquatherm-astana.com

www.smart-automation.at

www.aquatherm-baku.com

www.gastmesse.at

www.buchwien.at

www.ppa.cz

EXHIBITION EVENTS 2009 www

www.messe.at As of February 2009. Subject to alterations.

Reed Messe Salzburg GmbH
Am Messezentrum 6, PF 285
A-5021 Salzburg
T: +43 (0)662 44 77-0
F: +43 (0)662 44 77-161
info@reedexpo.at

Reed Messe Wien GmbH
Messeplatz 1, PF 277
A-1021 Wien
T: +43 (0)1 727 20-0
F: +43 (0)1 727 20-443
info@messe.at

For further information: LEGEND: 
RX  ORGANISED BY REED EXHIBITIONS AUSTRIA

RX-L  LICENCED BY REED MESSE WIEN GMBH
RC-L  LICENCED BY REED CEE GMBH

RX09_m&a_A4 nur engl.indd   1 16.03.09   17:01



Save the Date – INVITATION
 

5th Conference of European Regions and Cities on 
“European Regions and Cities and the Economic Crisis”

from 13 until 15 September 2009 in Salzburg, AUSTRIA
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www.casinos.at
Hotline +43 (0) 50 777 50

Willkommen, mein Name ist Jack. Überraschen Sie mit  einem 
schönen Abend: 4-gängiges Dinner & Casino Menü, ein Glas Sekt, 
Spielkapital im Wert von  25,– und 4 Parolijetons, die Ihnen mit 
etwas Glück  7.777,– bringen. Dinner & Casino um nur 57,–.  
Die Geschenkidee nur von Casinos Austria. 12 x in Österreich.

Ein romantischer
   Abend für zwei.

Dinner & 

  Casino

Din_Casino_170x120.indd   1 26.01.2009   15:01:41 Uhr

The ALPINE ENERGY group with their companies in Aus-
tria, Germany, Switzerland and Luxembourg understands 
itself as the full service offerer within the range building 
of overhead power lines, building overhead contact lines, 
communications technology, plant engineering and en-
gineering.
 
We supplement the own contribution of our customers 
competently and flexibly and engage ourselves for a long-
term partnership and success-oriented co-operation.

Conclusive concepts, extensive solutions and most mo-
dern technologies for the transport of energy into the 
centers of our society and industries mark the broad po-
wer spectrum of the ALPINE-ENERGIE.

New Company Member of IRE

ALPINE-ENERGIE 
Holding AG

Chairman of the Board 
DI (FH) Helmut Schnitzhofer

ALPINE-ENERGIE Holding AG
Wolfentalstraße 29
D-88400 Biberach / Riss
Telefon: +49 (7351) 579 - 0
Telefax: +49 (7351) 579 ˆ 200
E-Mail: info@alpine-energie.de 
www.alpine-energie.de

Regional and local politicians should get involved in European elections

Luc Van den Brande, President of the Committee of the Regions 
(CoR), has joined with his European Parliament counterpart Hans-
Gert Pöttering in calling on local and regional representatives from 
across the EU to encourage citizens to vote in June‘s European elec-
tions. 
In an open letter signed by both presidents, Van den Brande and 
Pöttering stress the importance of the upcoming vote, with 375 mil-
lion people eligible to vote on 4 and 7 June, of whom 36 million will 
be doing so for the first time. 
„The European public need to be made aware that their vote is cru-
cial, since, by voting, they take their destiny as European citizens 

into their own hands. Elected 
local, regional, national and 
European representatives have 
a responsibility to raise aware-
ness, to keep our citizens abre-
ast of developments and to en-
list their support to secure the 
best possible turn-out at these 
elections,“ the letter states. 
„We must all of us explain to 
people just how the European 
Parliament uses its legislative powers and how it thereby 
has a direct impact on 60% to 80% of national legislati-
on as it works to serve the interests of the people of the 
Union.“ 
The letter will be sent to the members of the Committee 
of the Regions and the presidents of the national associ-
ations of regional and local authorities in each member 
state. The aim is to encourage local and regional authori-
ties to better inform their citizens about Europe, for exa-
mple through local briefings with CoR members, MEPs or 
candidates, or via European election pages on their web-
sites and their local and regional publications. 

Luc Van den Brande and 
Hans-Gert Pöttering

Anmeldung / Registration: 
office@institut-ire.eu

The Austrian Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger knows about 
the scepticism that many citizens feel towards the European Pro-
ject. In the spirit of an Austrian tradition of a constructive dialogue 
and active listening, the Austrian Foreign Minister started the “EU 
Zuhörtour” (“EU active listening tour”) and seeks direct contact with 
the citizens. In the course of this “EU-Zuhörtour” he has already vi-
sited Seitenstetten (January 21), Graz (February 18) und Innsbruck 

(March 6).
Mr. Spindelegger wants 
to actively listen to the 
people in order to learn 
which aspects of Euro-
pe displease the citizens 
and what the citizens ex-
pect from Europe – these 
are the main issues on 
which he wants to shed 
light during his “EU active 
listening tour”.
Please find more infor-
mation at
www.europafreunde.at

EU-“Listening Tour” 

The recent 10th meeting of the advisory board of IRE took place at 
the European Capital of Culture, Linz, Landhaus, on 20 March 2009. 
In the presence of Richard Kühnel, head of delegation of Europe-

an Commission in Austria, the 
members of the advisory board 
discussed how the IRE could con-
tribute in preparing the EU par-
liament elections in June 2009. 
From left: Erich Haager, Otto 
Zich, Wolfgang Schürer, Helmut 
Falschlehner, Richard Kühnel, 
Franz Schausberger, Roland Ertl, 
Gerhard Bauer, Stefan Eder, Jo-
hanna Jakob, Bernd Petrisch.

10th IRE-Advisory Board 
Meeting at Linz



Zagreb County (Croatian: 
Zagrebačka županija) is a county 
in central Croatia.

IRE is 

sponsored

by

Kindly
sponsored

by:
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We introduce a new IRE-Member-Region
Zagreb County

Named after the city of Zagreb, this 
county has a long and eventful history. 
The city of Samobor has existed since 
1242, and it was one of the first tourist 
resorts in the region. According to the 
2001 census, the county has 309,696 
inhabitants. It‘s considered as a part of 
the Zagreb metropolitan area. It covers 
3,078 km².
Today the county is developing along 
with the nation‘s capital. Several towns, 
such as Zaprešić, Velika Gorica or Dugo 
Selo, are latching onto Zagreb‘s nearby 
industrial zones and becoming larger 
than some of the centers of other coun-
ties. The outer rim contains recreational 
facilities for the residents of Zagreb.
Zagreb County borders on Krapina-
Zagorje County, the city of Zagreb and 
Varaždin County in the North, Bjelovar-
Bilogora County in the East, Sisak-Mos-
lavina County in the South and Karlovac 
County in the Southwest.

The county assembly is composed of 
45 representatives, organized as fol-
lows:
Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) 15 
Croatian Peasants Party (HSS) 13 
Social Democratic Party of Croatia (SDP) 10 
Croatian People‘s Party (HNS) 4 
Democratic Centre (DC) 3 
 

County Government:
Župan: Stjepan Kožić / HSS
Deputy Župans: 
Roman Rodić / HSS
Damir Tomljenović / HDZ
Rudolf Vujević / HDZ
 
Members of the County Government:
Anđela Cirkveni / HSS

Anđela Cirkveni / HSS
Rudolf Dokuš / HSU
Ivan Gereci / HDZ
Vlado Horina / HSS
Jadranko Husarić / HSS
Slavko Jurić / HSU
Ervin Kolarec / HDZ
Željko Perhot/ HSS
Paula Radišić Huzjan / HDZ

On 3 April 2008, the representatives of the IRE, Franz Schausberger, Bernd Petrisch and 
Joachim Fritz and Anamaria Škopać first met the representatives of the region of Zagreb. 
The meeting took place in Zagreb and was chaired by President Stjepan Kožić (HSS). 

Mr.sc. Stjepan Kožić, 
Župan of Zagreb 

County

Energie AG Oberösterreich is 
the Number One infrastructure 
group in the core business ener-
gy, water and waste disposal.

We have reached this position thanks to 
the high-quality and customer-oriented 
performance of the staff members in 
our Group. Customer satisfaction is the 
yardstick that we always apply. With its 
innovative and environmentally friendly 
products and services, Energie AG helps 
its customers to achieve a better qua-
lity of life, as well as more security and 
success. The markets of Energie AG and 
its subsidiaries are located in Austria, 
southern Germany, the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Slovakia.

New Company Member of IRE

Energie AG Oberösterreich
 
 

Chairman 
of the Board

Dr. Leo Windtner

Energie AG Oberösterreich
P.O. Box 298
Böhmerwaldstrasse 3, A-4021 Linz
Phone: +43 (0)70 9000-0
Fax: +43 (0)800 81 8001
Service hotline: +43 (0) 800 81 8000
service@energieag.at

General Information
County seat Zagreb
Land area 3,078 km2
Population (2001) 309,696
Population density 100.6/km²
Župan  Stjepan Kožić 
(HSS)
Address  Zagreb, Ulica 
Grada     
Vukovara 72/V 
http://www.zagrebacka-zupanija.hr/

Europe has set ambitious goals to fight 
climate change. The implementation 
requires inter alia the expansion of exi-
sting networks, the creation of new 
infrastructure and the introduction of 
new technologies. Aspects of competi-
tiveness and security supply, however, 
may not be disregarded.
A conference of the Hanns-Seidel-Stif-
tung, organized in cooperation with the 
European association of medium-sized 
energy companies (EVME) on 12 Febru-
ary 2009 in Brussels, examined the new 
challenges for European energy compa-
nies and analysed what choices have to 
be made for small and medium-sized 
utility companies in particular.

The chairman of EVME, Fritz Schweiger, 
pointed out the complex and bureau-
cratic regulations within the energy eco-

nomics. These are serious burdens for 
small and medium-sized suppliers. So 
it is necessary to find SME-appropriate 
frameworks. 

Dr. Angelika Niebler, MEP, Chairwo-
man of the Committee for Industry, Re-
search and Energy of the EP, emphasised 
that concerning the topic ownership 
unbundling a quick agreement has to 
be found urgently because otherwise 
it might be the danger that the whole 
package cannot be adopted anymore 
within this legislative period. Small and 
medium energy suppliers have to be 
heard and considered in Brussels. She 
could comprehend their concern; howe-
ver as mere distribution system they are 
not affected by ownership unbundling. 
Furthermore one should commit to red-
ucing and avoiding bureaucracy.

Dr. Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, MEP, Member 
of the Committee on Industry, Research 
and Energy of the European Parliament, 
speaks out critically on ownership un-
bundling. It is more about ideological 
thinking than about real economic goals. 
A delayed agreement on an energy sin-
gle market is hence not necessarily to be 
seen negatively. He recommended en-
ergy companies to take initiative them-
selves before regulatory procedures are 
issued. Dr. Chatzimarkakis shall lobby for 
the concerns of EVME (European Associ-

Opportunities and risks of small and medium-sized energy suppliers
ation for Medium Energy Companies); 
these however cannot be communica-
ted easily to other member states due to 
the specific structure of the energy mar-
ket in Germany, Italy and Austria. 

Andras Hujber, European Commission 
(DG TREN), welcomes the engagement 
of the European Parliament concerning 
the topic ‘ownership unbundling’ and 
would regret if negotiations were un-
successful. He affirms that distribution 
networks shall not be affected thereby 
and that this is not the idea of ownership 
unbundling. In fact competition should 
be allowed in the frame of a transmis-
sion network. Regulation and control, 
however, is necessary in all fields.

Customer’s benefit and high customer 
satisfaction at small and medium energy 
suppliers were highlighted by Manfred 
Wehr, Chairman of Stadtwerke Juden-
burg. A low changeover rate is in this 
context not a sign of lacking competi-
tion but of high customer satisfaction. 
In consequence of liberalisation almost 
all customers would choose new tariffs 
with the existing contractors. Small sup-
pliers are less anonymous and prompt 
problem solution is more possible. Ow-
nership unbundling however does not 
contribute to better customer service; 
too much regulation is not in the in-
terest of customers either, said Wehr. 

Experts from left to right: Angelika Niebler, 
Andras Hujber, moderator Detlef Ingo 
Fechtner (WAZ Media Group correspon-
dent in Brussels), Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, 
Manfred Wehr.
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