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The financial crisis has gripped entire Euro-
pe. Also regions and municipalities are af-
fected by the problems of the banking sec-
tor. Therefore the Institute of the Regions 
of Europe shall concentrate increasingly 
on the matter of public sector financing 
in regions and municipalities in times of 
crisis. We want to try to show ways out of 
the crisis and point out chances that result 
from each crisis. 
 
As much as efficient concerted measures 
by EU-member states are necessary, as 
much it has shown that centralisation and 
globalisation are no ways out of the crisis 
but they rather led to this crisis. Reliable 
guarantors for safeguarding most of the 
jobs are still small and medium enterprises. 
Also EU has recognised their importance 
and shall dedicate a main focus of its fun-
ding policy to them. Therefore EU will have 
to ease the complicated access to funding 
for SMEs and disburden SMEs from exces-
sive statistical and bureaucratic effort  
 
The main responsibility for SMEs remains 
still with regional and local authorities. 
The global financial crisis gives the chan-
ce for the right response: The economic 
strengthening of regions and municipali-
ties and their numerous small and medium 
enterprises. The IRE shall make its contribu-
tion to seize this chance. 

Franz Schausberger
Chairman of IRE
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What are the highlights of the Capital of Culture Linz09?

Pühringer:  „The programme of Linz09 comprises two 
hundred projects by more than 400 artists from 43 countries 
across the world. It is a highly interesting and varied pro-
gramme addressing all target groups and offering individual 
highlights for everyone. The overall aim of the programme 
is to promote Upper Austria as a region that is open to the 
world and orientated towards international developments, 
providing space and opportunities not only for economic 

Interview with the Governor of Upper Austria, Josef Pühringer  on  the Project Capital of Culture „Linz09“ 

„Linz09 will Promote Upper Austria 
as a Region Open to the World“

The Committee of the Regions and the French Senate orga-
nized a Subsidiarity Conference in Paris on 24th October 2008. 
Prominent speakers: Margot Wallström, Vice-President of the 
European Commission, Jean-Pierre Jouyet, French Minister for 
European Affairs and Luc Van den Brande, CoR-President. The 
main topics of this confernce were: Better lawmaking - an issue 
of good multi-level governance in Europe and monitoring auf 
subsidiarity - a democracy issue for citizens. IRE-chairman Franz 
Schausberger delivered a speech concerning the involvement of 
regional and local authorities in the Community decision-ma-
king process. He appealed to the governments of the European 
countries to enact the Charta of Regional Self-Governance as 
soon as possible. From left to right: Jean-Claude Frecon, Senator 
of the Loire and Vice-President of the CLRAE, Michel Delebarre, 
1st Vice-President of the CoR, Jean-Louis Destans, Chairman of 
the French CoR-delegation.  

Subsidiarity Conference in Paris
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Interview with the Governor of Upper Austria, Josef Pühringer  on  the Project Capital of Culture „Linz09“ 

success to develop but also for cultural and creative produc-
tion to unfold. The year in which Capital of Culture takes place 
is the year in which Upper Austria commemorates the 20th 
anniversary of the fall of the Iron Curtain. Upper Austria has 
always had a bridge-building function in this regard and will 
make every effort to keep this function up.

What was the City of Linz’ cooperation with the Province 
of Upper Austria like when organising the activities of the 
Capital of Culture? 

Pühringer:  „The cooperation was a very intensive and good 
one and proved that Linz09 is a project that reaches beyond 
the City of Linz having an impact on all of Upper Austria. The 
cultural institutions of Upper Austria were delighted to contri-
bute a great deal to the project development. All the regions 
of Upper Austria are part of Linz09 and will provide venues 
for all kinds of projects, festivals, concerts, symposia etc. 
Being the Capital of Culture is a unique opportunity for the 
Province of Upper Austria. It is also a real honour, a mark of 
recognition awarded by Europe to express its approval of the 
efforts Linz and Upper Austria made in the past few years, es-
pecially in the cultural sector.“

What do you think will be the long-term benefits for Linz 
and Upper Austria?

Pühringer: „The City and the Province cooperate in terms of 
the programme of Linz09 as well as in terms of tourist issues. 
Many leisure and holiday destinations of Upper Austria co-
operate with the city: Regional tourist boards, the Salzkam-
mergut region, the Dachstein region; also within the frame-
work of “Linz09-Hospitality City” and with a wide range of 
marketing activities all over Upper Austria. In 2009, our focus 
will be entirely on tourism. Together with the Landesausstel-
lung in Schlierbach (major regional exhibition) and the Lan-
desgartenschau in Bad Schallerbach (major regional garden 
festival), the Capital of Culture will form a touristic triangle. 
Linz alone expects an increase in overnight stays of 15 to 20 

percent. Linz09 is also a unique opportunity to realise major 
projects that will strongly change the look of Linz. The Provin-
ce of Upper Austria alone is going to spend 250 million Euro 
on cultural buildings like a musical theatre, the south wing 
of the Linz Castle, constructional changes to the Landhaus 
(seat of the governor and the regional government) in the 
old town of Linz, the new Bruckner University, the new Upper 
Austrian Regional Library – projects that will have sustainable 
effect. The year 2009 is also a reason for us to highlight cultu-
ral issues and to meet the challenge of internationalisation. I 
believe this event is a unique opportunity and I am convinced 
we will be able to take advantage of it. May 2009 be not only 
the year of the Capital of Culture but also the year of sustai-
nability.“

What is the cooperation with Vilnius, the second Capital of 
Culture, like?

Pühringer:  „Already before the official nomination of Linz 
had been issued, a high-ranking delegation from Linz and 
Upper Austria visited Vilnius in October 2004. Another visit 
to Linz of a Lithuanian delegation followed. We still maintain 
a vivid exchange between all kinds of delegations, from the 
economic sector to the media sector. This exchange is also 
reflected in the programme of Linz09: ‚Linz vs. Vilnius’ is the 
title of theme nights where experts from both cities will give 
lectures and host discussions on a variety of topics like music, 
history, cooking, literature and sports.“

Linz – here in a view over the river Danube with „Lentos“ Museum of Modern Arts as a highlight.

The Governor of Upper Austria, Dr. Josef Pühringer

„Linz09 will Promote Upper Austria 
as a Region Open to the World“



About 220 participants from 27 Europe-
an countries took part in the 4th Con-
ference of European Regions and Cities 
which was held in Salzburg from 24 to 
26 August, 2008 and was organised by 
the Institute of the Regions of Europe 
(IRE). 

Franz Schausberger, President of the 
IRE, could welcome EU Health Commis-
sioner Androula Vassiliou from Cyprus, 
Meglena Plugtschieva, Vice Prime Mi-
nister of Bulgaria, Dr. Maria Fekter, Mi-

„Business meets Politics“
4th Conference of European Regions and Cities in Salzburg

nister of the Interior of the Republic of 
Austria, Valentin Guznac, Minister of 
Local Public Administration of the Repu-
blic Moldova, Luc Van den Brande, Pre-
sident of the Committee of the Regions 
of the EU and former Prime Minister of 
Flanders, Yavuz Mildon, President of the 
Congress of Local and Regional Authori-
ties of the Council of Europe, numerous 
presidents, governors, prefects and 
members of regions and regional admi-
nistrations, presidents of regional parlia-
ments, many mayors of important cities 

„It is time for regions an cities to present themselves as the driver of socio-
economic development and emancipation. Currently, Europe‘s regions and 
cities deliver more than 66 percent of all public investment in the EU. Their 
voices need to be heard,“ said Luc Van den Brande, President of the Com-
mittee of Regions at the 4th Conference of European Regions and Cities in 
Salzburg.
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Yavuz Mildon, President of the 
Congress of Local and Regi-
onal Authorities, Strasbourg, 
stressed, that in many Europe-
an countries the regional eco-
nomy and those of large cities 
are underpinning national 
economic development. At the 
same time, cross-border coo-
peration encourages a pooling 
of resources and exchange of 
best practices between cities 
and regions, making territorial 
communities more competi-
tive and more efficient in the 
face of globalisation.

Stefan Eder, EMEA Group Head 
& Joint Global Group Head Fi-
nance & Projects, DLA Piper, 
Partner and Deputy Chairman 
of IRE spoke about infrastuc-
ture markets, new ways of fi-
nancing  infrastucture projects, 
how to make projects more ef-
fective and less costly and what 
will investors focus on.

Meglena Plugtschieva, Depu-
ty Prime-Minister of Bulgaria, 
showed in her lecture the ways 
and sources for financing in 
the euroregions where Bulga-
rian local companies partici-
pate, the good practices and 
the weaknesses of their organi-
zation and functioning.
Vice-Premier Plugtschieva in-
formed the audience about her 
efforts in optimizing the ad-
ministration of the EU-funds-
subsidies for Bulgaria.

Prof. Bernhard Felderer, Direc-
tor of the Institute for Advan-
ced Studies in Vienna: Central 
governments continually loose 
policy fields in the light of glo-
balisation and European in-
tegration. This leads to more 
regionalisation of policy ma-
king. Different policy problems 
can better be solved on a local 
level, these include health poli-
cy, social policy, schooling and 
employment agencies.

Stefan Eder, Johannes Hahn, Volker Hoff,  
Franz Schausberger



„Business meets Politics“
4th Conference of European Regions and Cities in Salzburg

Stefan Eder, Androula Vassiliou, Maria 
Fekter,  Meglena Plugtschieva, Franz 
Schausberger, Wieland Schmid-Schmids-
felden

as well as representatives from regional 
and municipal administrations. 

Further, numerous speakers, scientists, 
experts from the European Commissi-
on and many representatives of major 
companies were present – after all, the 
conference’s motto was “Business meets 
Politics”. 

The conference dealt with the increasing 
economic significance of regions and 
cities in Europe, in particular in Eastern 
and South Eastern Europe. This deve-
lopment opens up great opportunities 
for the regions and cities and numerous 
companies. In many fields, the stakehol-
ders identified and seized these oppor-
tunities, in other fields new possibilities 
are still arising.

In the afternoon the working groups 
dealt with issues such as new financing 
models for regional and local infrastruc-
ture projects in the fields of energy, wa-
ter, waste, tourism as well as research 
and innovation on the regional and 
municipal level, thus highlighting the 
importance of trans-boundary coopera-
tion in regional development. 

As IRE President Franz Schausberger 
pointed out, all these issues require the 
European regions and municipalities to 
be economically, financially and politi-
cally strong. This implies that one of the 
fundamental principles of the European 
Unions, the principle of subsidiarity, is 
implemented in the individual member 
states and that according to regionaliza-

www
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Valentin Guznac, Minister of 
Local Public Administration, Re-
public of Moldova, gave infor-
mations on the current status 
in local and regional self gover-
nance in Moldova. The Republic 
of Moldova has embarked on a 
rapid and fast-evolving path of 
reforms including administra-
tive decentralisation to make 
public institutions and overall 
governance more transparent, 
accountable and effective. All 
these reforms are in accordance 
with Moldova‘s European inte-
gration policy reflected in the 
EU-Moldova Action Plan.

EU-commissioner Androul-
la Vassiliou underlined, that 
regions have a crucial role to 
play in promoting health and 
providing health services. She 
reminded that there are major 
health inequalities across the 
EU. The European Commission 
is committed to helping bridge 
these inequalities. A total of 5 
billion Euros are being spent for 
regional health programmes. 
The EU-structural funds help 
regions in investing in health in-
frastructure, equipment, tech-
nology, health promotion and 
in administrative capacity.

Ivan Jakovčić president of the 
Croatian Region Istria, infor-
med about the economic de-
velopment and the infrastruc-
ture projects of his region as 
an example for the increasing 
importance of regions and 
cities for investors. As one of 
the founders of the IRE he ex-
pressed his satisfaction about 
the successful development of 
the Institute.

Maria Fekter, Austrian Federal 
Minister of the Interior, respon-
sible for local self governance, 
pointed out the importance of 
EU in combatting organised 
crime and proved that the re-
peatedly predicted increase of 
crime in connection with the 
adoption of Schengen-regula-
tion by some eastern European 
EU-member countries is not at 
all true. On the contrary, crime 
rate in Austria has decreased. 



Michael Schwarzinger, Jovan Komsić, Jer-
zy Kropiwnicki, Gyula Horváth

tion and decentralization regional and 
local self-administration is strengthe-
ned. History shows that the more cen-
tralistic a state operates, the harder it 
becomes to solve problems efficiently 
and in a citizen-oriented way, which as a 

consequence leads to growing dissatisf-
action among citizens.

Schausberger also referred to the Re-
form Treaty of Lisbon, saying it would 
doubtlessly bring significant improve-
ments for the regions and municipalities 
and strengthen their positions. 

www
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Lisa Nussmüller, Jósip Jurišić, Andreas 
Hopf, Valentin Ivanov

Franz Schausberger and Jadranka Beljan 
Balaban, Regional Minister for Foreign Af-
fais of Vajvodina

The podium of working group „Transborder Cooperation & Regional Development“: Valentin Guznac, Wolfgang 
Freund, Antun Mikohović, Christian Nagler, Werner Weihs-Raabl, Klaus Schierhackl, František Stano, Marketa Dut-
kova, Evžen Tošenovsky

Georg Krauchenberg, Petra Hedorfer, Ger-
hard Burian

Zvonimir Koić, Franz Schausberger, Antun Mikohović, Tomislav Tolušić, President of Viro-
vitica-Podravina

Stefan Eder, Joas Chabert, Luc Van den Brande, Peter Straub, Franz Schausberger

Zdravko Mihevc, Franz Schausberger, 
Darko Koren, President of the Koprivnica-
Križevski County
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The podium of working group „Transborder Cooperation & Regional Development“: Valentin Guznac, Wolfgang 
Freund, Antun Mikohović, Christian Nagler, Werner Weihs-Raabl, Klaus Schierhackl, František Stano, Marketa Dut-
kova, Evžen Tošenovsky Hans Jürgen Miko and Franz Schausberger

Jos Chabert, Franz Schausberger, Luc Van den Brande, Gerhard Burian

Milovan Jancović, Ulrich Bohner, Josip 
Jurišić

Max Schausberger, Gerlinde Pöchhacker-
Trötscher, Thomas Goppel, Jerzy Kropiw-
nicki

Peter Hodecek, Gerhard Sirucek, Gerhard 
Reibersdorfer, Dieter Kanduth

Franz Hartl, Judith Estol, Petra Hedorfer

On 26th August a scientific IRE-sympo-
sium „Regionalisation and Decentra-
lisation in Eastern and South-eastern 
Europe“ took place. During the trans-
formation process in various countries 
constitutional amendments created 
regional and local structures, however, 

in practice those have to struggle with 
lacking competences and insufficient 
financial ressources. 
The symposium gave an overview on 
the situation of regionalisation and de-
centralisation in selected eastern and 
south-eastern countries.
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Kindly supported by:

Kindly sponsored by:

Franz Schausberger welcomes the President of Moravian Silesian, 
Czech Republic, Evžen Tošenovsky and his wife.

Generalkonsul Zoran Jeremić, Martin Zloh, Vice-president of As-
sembly of AP Vojvodina,  Bojan Kostres, Maja Sedlarević, Vice-pre-
sident of Assembly of AP Vojvodina

Ms. Jurišić, Josip Jurišić, Vice Mayor of Sarajevo, Franz Schausber-
ger,  Joran Slovković, former Mayor of Somber (Serbia) and wife.

Franz Schausberger, Gordana Pušić, Predrag Novikov, Zoran 
Ivošević (from the cabinet of the mayor of Novi Sad)
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Investing in Sisak Moslavina

Audience at Sisak-Presentation

Julije Katančević, Spomenka Duriċ, Franz Schausberger

The first event in the frame of „regional 
economic presentations” was arranged 
by the IRE together with the Croatian 
region Sisak-Moslavian and took place 
in Palais Eschenbach in Vienna on 30 
October 2008. The presentation was 
conducted in cooperation with Österrei-
chischer Gewerbeverein (ÖGV - austrian 
business association) and the Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber. The Cro-
atian Ambassador to Austria, Prof. Zoran 
Jašić, and President of the ÖGV, Mar-
garete Kriz-Zwittkovits, welcomed the 
numerous interested representatives of 
Austrian enterprises who had come. 

The regional manager for South-eastern 
Europe of the Federal Economic Cham-

ber, Georg Krauchenberg, reported on 
Croatia as promising economic partner 
for Austrian firms. Alone in the first quar-
ter of 2008, of 690 billion Euro direct fo-
reign investment 490 billion Euro came 
from Austria, which therewith clearly 
is the biggest foreign investor. Many 
home made problems in Croatia, such 
as the much too slow public admini-
stration and unreliable jurisdiction, are 
in opposition to good infrastructure, 
successful privatisation and a motivated 
and well educated work force. From the 
actual financial crisis Croatia is not so 
much affected. 

The President of the Region Sisak-
Moslavina, Marina Lovrić, as well as 

Julije Katančević and Spomenka Đurić 
from SIMORA (development agency of 
Sisak-Moslavina) presented their region, 
which has about 185,000 inhabitants. 
The region is particularly interested in 
investors for the thermal project in To-
pusko, 40 km west of Sisak. The thermal 
water would be one of the three best in 
Europe, explained Lovrić. The project in-
cludes the aspects of wellness and spa 
tourism, health and mud bathes. Espe-
cially investors in four- and five-stars ho-
tels are searched for as well as in installa-
tions for re-use of already used thermal 
water. 

Franz Schausberger and President of the Region of Sisak-Moslavi-
na, Mariana Lovrić

Georg Krauchenberg, Margarete Kriz-Zwittkovits, Franz Schaus-
berger, Mariana Lović, Zoran Jasić
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Reducing the importance of borders in peoples’ minds

On 4 November 2008, the IRE brought 
together young people from Eisenstadt 
(Austria) and Sopron (Hungary) at the 
Café d’Europe Regional. More than 140 
young people from these two cities took 
part in the discussion meeting. High-
ranking speakers informed the partici-
pants about the European integration 
and future opportunities of young peo-
ple in the EU.

The students from Eisenstadt and the 
Western Hungarian University of So-
pron were very interested in opportuni-
ties to study and do internships in other 
EU-countries. A great deal of young 
people form Austria had to admit that 
they were in Sopron for the first time, 

F. l.:  Vissi András, Angela Fleischhacker, Dr. 
Farkas György, Dr. Fodor Tamás

More than 140 young people participated 
in the event.

F. l.: Dr. Farkas György, Franz Schausber-
ger, Dr. Fodor Tasás, Dr. Fábián Attila

City of Sopron

Westhungarian University
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Reducing the importance of borders in peoples’ minds

Firti Mátyás, György Gabor, Hans Friedrich 
von Solemacher, Dr. Fábián Attila

With great interest about 140 people follo-
wed  the panel discussion.

F. l.: Dr. Fábián Attila, Vissi András

although it was only a few kilometres 
away. They were all very happy that their 
schools and the IRE had made this mee-
ting possible for them. Several people 
said that even though the borders no 
longer existed, they still existed in their 
heads. The Austrian students found it 
surprising, how many Hungarian stu-
dents spoke German fluently. Another 
interesting issue was the development 
of the Western Hungarian University, 
where more courses in German langua-
ge are planned, particularly in the eco-
nomics department. For young people 
from the neighbouring Austrian Provin-
ce of Burgenland this brings along new 
and attractive opportunities to study.

Young
Generation for Europe

Dr. Farkas György, Dr. Fodor Tasás, Franz 
Schausberger, Firti Mátyás, György Gabor
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Košice was nominated as Slovakia‘s 
choice for European Capital of Culture 
in 2013 by a panel of international jurors 
meeting in Bratislava on 9 September. 
The Central European city fought off 
competition from Presov, Martin and Ni-
tra to become the first Slovakian city to 

Košice and Marseille:
EU Capitals of culture in 2013

play host to a European cultural capital. 
„The decision was tough. In the end we 
were deciding between Košice and Pre-
sov,“ said Sir Robert Scott, the chair of 
the selection panel and urged the two 
cities to consider working together on 
joint projects for 2013. 
Slovakia‘s government intends to seize 
the opportunity presented by Košice 
2013 to promote the attractions of not 
just the city but the country as a whole. 
It is expected to provide funds from the 
state budget to complement the city‘s 
own increased investment, with the rest 
of the costs met by sponsors. 
Hailing the decision, the city‘s mayor 
František Knapík said „Košice can reach 
the level of famous towns and regions 
which are already well established in Eu-
ropean hearts and minds.“ 
Marseille was selected as France‘s Eu-
ropean Capital of Culture for 2013 by a 
panel of international jurors meeting on 
16 September in Paris, a decision which 
organisers said would ”anchor Europe to 
the south“.
The Mediterranean port of 800,000, 
which fought off competition from 

Lyon, Bordeaux and Toulouse, will sha-
re the accolade that year with Slovak 
city Košice, which was nominated on 9 
September. Under the banner ‚Marseil-
le-Provence 2013‘, the city made the in-
clusion of the wider metropolitan area, 
home to some two million people, and 
the towns of Arles and Toulon an inte-
gral part of its bid. 
Marseille‘s bid beat the competition be-
cause ”it represents a particularly good 
balance between cultural quality, politi-
cal engagement and economic weight,“ 
said Sir Robert Scott, the chair of the 
selection panel. But he warned that a 
number of ambitious projects, including 
a Museum of European and Mediterra-
nean Civilisations, would not succeed 
without the support of the French state. 
The title of European Capital of Culture 
was created in 1985. Capitals are chosen 
by an international panel of thirteen 
members, six of whom are appointed 
by the country concerned and seven by 
the EU institutions. While the final deci-
sion rests with the Council, their endor-
sement of the panel‘s decision is consi-
dered a formality.  

František Knapík, Mayor of Košice and 
Franz Schausberger, Chairman of IRE  

Košice Marseille
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From 1st to 3rd October 2008, the VIII. 
Lviv International Economic Forum took 
place, including Lviv City and Lviv Oblast 
as well as other oblasts of Western Ukra-
ine and neighbouring regions of Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary and Romania. This 
year the Institute of the Regions of Eu-
rope (IRE) was one of the organisers of 
this important conference together with 
Lviv Oblast and the City of Lviv.
The Lviv International Economic Forum 
has a long tradition and has become 
one of the most important economic 
meetings in Central- and Eastern Euro-
pe. The events were held in picturesque 
historic buildings of ancient Lviv.
 
The Forum has shown that Lviv region 
and the city of Lviv are turning into true 
‘gates’ between Ukraine and EU coun-
tries with an important mission of being 
a particular bridge between East and 
West, between Ukraine and the EU. This 
fact is completely in line with the main 
goals of the Strategy of Lviv Region De-
velopment till 2015. 
Not only because of EURO 2012 Lviv is 
a particularly attractive centre for eco-
nomic investments. It opens up many 
opportunities for economic activities. To 
discuss this and make contacts between 
representatives of politics and economy 
of Ukraine and its neighbour-regions 

and interested investors was the impor-
tant task of Lviv International Economic 
Forum. Therefore the motto was “Euro-
pean Partnership: Open Opportunities“. 
Many prominent referees provided the 
300 participants with much valuable in-
formation.
 
About half of all castles and palaces of 
Ukraine are located in Lviv region. Since 
this year is proclaimed ”Year of Castles 
and Palaces of Galychyna” in Ukraine, 
the central theme of Lviv International 
Economic Forum was the attraction of 
state-of-art technologies to preservati-
on of historic and architectural heritage. 
Contemporary Lviv has set an ambitious 
aim: to recover its former glory and be-
come one of Europe’s regional capitals.

Viktor Yushchenko, President of Ukraine, 
referred to many projects, which have 
to be realized in Lviv region: the stadi-
um for EURO 2012, road infrastructure, 
railway connections, the airport, the rail-
way station and protection of the cultu-
ral heritage. 
 
Prominent experts spoke about the su-
stainable development of regions as a 
base for the growth of competitive na-
tional economies. They engaged in stra-
tegies to attract investments as a pre-

Lviv: Bridge between Ukraine and the EU

Mildon New 
President of KGRE

The new President of the Congress of 
Local and Regional Authorities (CLRA) 
Yavuz Mildon with IRE-advisory Bard 
member Bernd Petrisch after his elec-
tion in Straßbourg.

condition for economic development 
of competitive regions and underlined 
that sustainable regional development 
lays the base for growth and competi-
tiveness.
Four high-level working groups dis-
cussed about infrastructure develop-
ment and financial instruments as well 
as about tourism, historical and cultural 
heritage and the marketing of regions.

The auditorium

The President of the Ukraine, Viktor Yush-
chenko with Franz Schausberger

Bernd Schützeneder, Marketing Director 
of AVE Group, Mikola Kmiť, Governor of 
Lviv Oblast, Franz Schausberger

Andriy Sodovvyi, Major of Lviv, was initia-
tor of the Lviv Economic Forum, and pre-
sented his city to possible inverstors.



by Franz Schausberger

Since September this year regional and 
municipal elections have been held in 
several countries. 

Council Elections in 
Brandenburg

The German Socialist Party SPD wins 
by a close vote against left wing party 

On September 28, 2008 more than 2.1 
mio. voters were to elect their repre-
sentatives. Elections were held for 14 
county councils as well as for council 
plenary meetings for the four cities wi-
thout county councils, as well as for 416 
municipal councils and also for 266 ho-
norary, four full-time employed mayors 
as well as 353 municipal administrators 
and 1264 municipal advisory councils.

The SPD won the council elections in 
Brandenburg with only a small majority 
of votes against the left wing party. The 
Christian Democrats (CDU) lost eight 
percentage points and fell back from 
first to third place in county councils 
and parliaments of cities without county 
councils. The SPD won with 25.8 percent 
(+ 2.3 percentage points). The left wing 
party experienced the strongest incre-
ase of votes with 3.4 percentage points 
and reached 24.7 percent. The CDU lost 
8 points and won 19.8 percent of votes. 
The Free Democratic Party (FDP) won 
one point and reached 7.3 percent of 
votes. Bündnis 90/Die Grünen gained 
0.4 points thus reaching 4.6 percent of 
votes. 

Regional and Local Elections with Partly Surprising Results
The far right National Democratic Party 
(NPD) reached 1.8 percent of votes on 
the national level, the German People’s 
Union (DVU) reached 1.6 percent. One 
of the two parties respectively is re-
presented in 13 of 14 county councils 
as well as in the cities of Potsdam and 
Cottbus which do not have county 
councils. In total, they were able to win 
almost 30 mandates on county and city 
level – five years ago they had only won 
13 mandates. Voter participation in the 
election was 50.3 percent and was thus 
significantly higher than five years ago 
(45.8 percent).

Schwerin has a left wing 
Lord Mayor 

Angelika Gramkow is the first female 
Lord Mayor in a German regional capital. 
The left wing politician won with a small 
majority of votes against the former 
Minister of the Interior of Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, Gottfried Timm (SPD), in 
the run-off vote on 28 September 2008. 
Gramkow won 50.5 percent of votes, 
Timm won 49,5 percent, ranking second 
with only 325 votes less than Gramkow. 
The election had become necessary as 
the citizens of Schwerin had voted Lord 
Mayor Norbert Claussen (CDU) out of 
office in a public decision on 27 April. 
Claussen had been heavily criticized for 
his crisis management after five year old 
Lea-Sophie died from starvation in No-
vember 2007. 29,150 people voted in fa-
vour of ending Claussen’s term of office 
which normally would have lasted until 
2010. This corresponds to 82,7 percent 
of the valid votes cast.

Voter participation was 41.3 percent. 
About 80,000 citizens of Schwerin over 
16 years of age were entitled to vote. 

Conservatives win in council 
elections in Finland

The Finnish conservatives (Kokoomus – 
the National Coalition Party) continue 
their success of the previous elections 
with the best election result ever in 
council elections on 26 October 2008. 

They ranked in top position with 23.4 
percent and the additional plus of 1.6 
percent before the social democrats 
with 21.2 percent. The Center Party of 
Prime Minister Vanhanen, the coalition 
partner of the conservatives, fell to a 
disappointing third rank with a loss of 
2.9 percent and a total of 20.1 percent 
of votes compared to the elections of 
2004. 

The „True Finns“ party held a position 
against „traditional policies“ and were 
able to benefit greatly from the people’s 
disappointment. They gained 4.5 per-
cent, receiving a total of 5.4 percent. The 
Christian Democrats gained 0.2 percent 
and received a total of 4.2 percent of 
votes. Voter participation was 61.2 per-
cent and thus higher than at the elec-
tions four years ago (58.6 percent). The 
Greens could improve its share by 1.5 
percentage points to 8.9 percent, the 
Swedish People’s Party lost half a per-
centage point with 4.7 percent of votes. 

All in all, there is a trend towards right-
wing and centre policies and approval 

Ministerpräsident Matthias Platzeck won 
the Council Elections in Brandenburg

Jussi Pajunen, Lord Mayor of Helsinki

Angelika Gramkow is Lord Mayor of 
Schwerin
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for parties which present themselves 
as rejuvenated and modernized. This 
is in particular true for Kokoomus and 
its 37 year old party leader Kyrki Ka-
tainen. Despite the difficult economic 
and financial situation he has won the 
people’s confidence and respect in his 
functions as party leader, vice prime mi-
nister and minister of finance. Kokoomus 
won the election in all larger cities such 
as Helsinki, Turku and Oulu. Kokoomus 
led a “cheerful campaign with cheerful 
values”.

Main topics of the election campaigns 
were the global financial crisis as well 
as the financing of the municipalities, 
securing jobs and the health system. 
Even the reform of municipal self-go-
vernment, which started in 2005, was a 
topic of this election. The aim of this re-
form is to improve the quality of admini-
strative services, in particular in smaller 
municipalities. 

In some constituencies voters could cast 
their votes electronically. A narrow ma-
jority of voters, mainly male voters and 
voters under 50 years of age chose this 
new way of voting. The others preferred 
the traditional ballot paper. 

(Source: Thomas Bernd Stehling: Sieg für 
finnische Konservative bei Kommunal-
wahlen. Konrad Adenauer Stiftung. Län-
derberichte 28. Oktober 2008 and Neue 

Zürcher Zeitung, 28 October  2008, page 
3 )

Political defeat in the regi-
ons of the Czech Republic

The Senate and regional elections of 17 
and 18 October 2008 in the Czech Re-
public were a debacle for the presently 
strong conservative Civic Democratic 
Party (ODS). In a landslide victory the 
Czech Social Democrats won all regi-
ons which stood for election and they 
broke the senate majority of the ODS. 
This fact has had a dramatic impact on 
the already fragile government coaliti-
on composed of the ODS, the Christian 
Democrats and the Greens. A change of 
the ODS chairman will probably already 
take place on 5 December. Everyone ex-
pected an election defeat, although not 
such a crushing one: the government 
parties ODS, the Christian Democrats 
and Democratic Union KDU-CSL and the 
Greens suffered a devastating defeat at 
the Senate and regional elections where 
the voter participation was 40,3 percent. 
The voter participation increased by ne-
arly 11 percent compared to 2004. 

Nationally, the Social Democrats (ČSSD) 
achieved almost 34 percent, the Civic 
Democratic Party (ODS) only ranked se-
cond with nearly 30 percent. The Com-
munists ranked third with 15.9 percent, 

the Christian Democrats achieved 7.0 
and the Greens 3.4 percent.

Totally, 675 seats were to win in all consti-
tuencies. Opposition Social Democrats 
almost triplicated their mandate in the 
constituencies (from 105 to 280 man-
dates), whereas the ODS lost 111 man-
dates and now only holds 180 mandates 
instead of 291. The Christian Democrats 
and Democratic Union KDU-CSL ranks 
fourth with 43 instead of formerly 72 
seats behind the Communists (114 out 
of former 157 seats). The Greens, the 
third government party, failed to pass 
the five percent threshold in all consti-
tuencies. The regional governors are 
elected by the constituencies where 
the Czech Social Democrats (CSSD) now 
holds a majority of the votes in almost 
all regions.  

Regional and Local Elections with Partly Surprising Results

www

Milada Emmerová, the new President of 
Pilsen Region
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Regional Elections in Czech Republic

Region Seats

Central Bohemian Region (Středočeský kraj) ČSSD 26 (+14), ODS 25 (-7), KSČM 10 (-4), NSPK 4 (+4)

South Bohemian Region  (Jihočeský kraj) ČSSD 22 (+ 15), ODS 19 (-8), KSČM 10 (-2), KDU-CSL 4 (-2)

Plzeň Region (Plzeňský kraj) ČSSD 19 (+11), ODS 14 (-8), KSČM 9 (-1), KPK 3 (+3)

Karlovy Vary Region (Karlovarský kraj) ČSSD 16 (+5), ODS 9 (-12), KSČM 8 (-4), APK 5 (+5), Doktori 4 (+4), KPK 3 (+1)

Ústí nad Labem Region (Ústecký kraj) ČSSD 22 (+12), ODS 13 (-15), KSČM 12 (-5), S.cz 8 (+8)

Liberec Region (Liberecký kraj) ČSSD 15 (+9), ODS 12 (-10), KSČM 8 (-2), SLK 7 (+7). SOS 3 (-4)

Hradec Králové Region (Královéhradecký kraj) ČSSD 18 (+12), ODS 13 (-8), KSČM 7 (-1), KKK 4 (+4), SNK ED 3 (+3)

Pardubice Region (Pardubický kraj) ČSSD 19 (+13), ODS 11 (-7), KPK 9 (-3), KSČM 6 (-3)

Olomouc Region (Olomoucký kraj) ČSSD 27 (+ 17), ODS 13 (-8), KSČM 10 (-5), KDU-CSL 5 (-4)

Moravian-Silesian Region (Moravskoslezský kraj) ČSSD 31 (+20), ODS 18 (-11), KSČM 11 (-6), KDU-CSL 5 (-3)

South Moravian Region (Jihomoravský kraj) ČSSD 26 (+17), KDU-CSL 18 (-2), ODS 11 (-8), KSČM 10 (-4)

Zlín Region (Zlínský kraj) ČSSD 18 (+11), ODS 11 (-5), KDU-CSL 6 (-5), KSČM 5 (-3), SNPZK 5 (+2)

Vysočina Region (Vysočina) Jihlava ČSSD 21 (+15), ODS 11 (-4), KSČM 8 (-3), KDU-CSL 5 (-5)



 
The Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek 
(ODS) must now reckon with even 
more opposition from his own party. 
Pavel Bem, Prague’s Lord Mayor, will 
presumably be Topolanek’s major con-
tender at the election for the ODS chair-
manship in December.
 
The ODS criticises the Treaty of Lisbon, 
the Social Democrats, the Greens and 
the Christian Democrats support it. The 
radar agreement with the USA, on the 
contrary, is supported by the govern-
ment coalition; the Social Democrats, 
however, are against its ratification. 

Important political parties: ČSSD (Česká 
strana sociálně demokratická) - Czech 
Social Democratic Party; ODS (Občanská 
demokratická strana) - Civic Democratic 
Party; KSČM (Komunistická strana Čech 
a Moravy) - Communist Party of Bohe-
mia and Moravia; KDU–ČSL (Křesťanská 
a demokratická unie – Československá 
strana lidová) - Christian and Democra-
tic Union – Czechoslovak People‘s Party; 
SNK-ED (Sdružení nezávislých kandidátů 
-  Evropští demokraté) – Alliance of Inde-
pendent Candidates – European Demo-
crats;

Sources of information:
www.kas.de/prag, Hubert Gehring, 
Tomislav Delinić: Tschechien: Heftige 
Niederlage für Regierungsparteien bei 
Regionalwahlen. Länderbericht des 
Auslandsbüros Tschechien vom 19. 10. 
2008.
Christian Passin: Tschechische Senats- 
und Regionalwahlen Oktober 2008. Po-
litische Akademie. http://www.PolAk.at 
http://www2.rozhlas.cz/volby2008/kra-
je.php  

Parliamentary elections of 
Land South Tyrol

SVP (South Tyrolean People’s Party) 
keeps absolute majority of mandates
 
Although with 48.1 percent SVP lost its 
absolute majority of votes during par-
liamentary elections of the Land on 26 
October 2008, however, it kept 18 man-
dates in the 35-men parliament and 
with it the absolute majority. 
 
Compared to the last parliamentary 
elections of the Land five years ago SVP 
lost 7.5 percentage points. At that time 
SPV reached 55.6 percent. 
 
SVP gained in Bolzano
For its losses in rural areas SVP could 
partly make up in the cities, where in 

www

Prague‘s Mayor Pavel Bém
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Luis Durnwalder reelected 
Landeshauptmann of Tyrol

Against the forecasts Landeshuapt-
mann Luis Durnwalder could keep the 
abolute majority in mandates for his 
South Tyrolean People‘s Party.

Seats in South Tyrols Parliament

places with majority of Italian populati-
on parties such as “Popolo della Libertà” 
(parties close to Berlusconi) underachie-
ved. 
 
SVP top candidate Durnwalder
Governor Luis Durnwalder was satisfied 
with the result since he has achieved his 
aim to keep the absolute majority in the 
parliament. 
 
Especially the Liberals achieved gai-
nings. They got 14.3 percent of votes 
(2003: 5 percent) and will be represen-
ted in the new parliament with five dele-
gates (instead of two as until now). The 
Party „South-Tyrolean Freedom“ that 
had separated itself from the Union got 
two seats (4.9 percent). One mandate 
each got the “Union for South Tyrol”, the 
“Lega Nord” and the Italian right-wing 
party “Unitalia”. 



Franz Schausberger, Helmut Falschlehner, President Ivan 
Jakovčić (2nd f. r.)  and the Mayor of Buzet, Valter Flego visited 
the painter Hari Ivančić  in his studio in Buzet.
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On 6 and 7 November 2008, IRE-chairman Franz Schausber-
ger and Helmut Falschlehner, member of the IRE-advisory 
board, visited the two Croatian IRE-member regions Pro-
morje-Gorski Kotar County and Istria. In the capital city of 
Primorje-Gorski Kotar County, Rijeka, there was an extensive 
meeting with Deputy President of the region Vidoje Vujić. An 
intensification of cooperation for the year to come has been 
agreed. Vujić showed great interest especially in events such 
as Café d’Europe Régional since this elates the youth for the 
European idea. 

In the city of Poreč the representatives of the IRE met with the 
President of Istria, Ivan Jakovčić. For next spring anyway, the 
realisation of a Café d’Europe Régional in Pula has been stipu-
lated. They also visited the famous Istrian painter Hari Ivančić, 
whose studio is in Buzet. 

Visit to two Croatian 
Regions

Left: The Citytower of Rijeka. Right: Vidoje Vujić and Franz 
Schausberger
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by Holger Dix
Konrad Adenauer Foundation Bucharest

On 1 and 15 June 2008 local elections 
took place in Romania i.e. electionsof 
the municipal councils (list election) 
and the mayors (direct election with 
absolute majority), the county councils 
(list election) and the presidents of the 
county councils (for the first time a di-
rect election with relative majority). 
The political parties attributed great 
significance to these elections. Five mi-
nisters of the current government alone 
and numerous national and European 
representatives were nominated as can-
didates for mayors or for presidents of 
the county council. The funds from the 
EU, which are expected to be placed 
in the regions, are also likely to play a 
major role for the parties’ particular in-
terest. However, none of the ministers 
managed to be elected.

With a voters’ participation of 47 per-
cent the voters’ interest was definitely 
higher than at the Romanian European 
elections in November 2007.  Nearly 
two thirds of the rural population went 
to vote whereas the voters’ participati-
on in the cities was on average only 38 
percent. In the capital Bucharest only 31 
percent participated in the local elec-
tions where apparently especially youn-
ger people could not be made cast their 
ballots. The higher voters’ participation 
in the rural regions was at the advan-
tage of the Social Democrats who tradi-
tionally perform there better than in the 
bigger cities. 
In the overall election result the Social 
Democrats (PSD) could achieve a me-
agre victory. The Democratic Liberal Par-
ty (PD-L) did indeed double the number 
of the mandates achieved compared 
to the elections in 2008, but it failed to 
reach the good results it was aiming at. 
The National Liberal Party (PNL) became 
the third strongest party.  

The array of political parties continues 
the process of concentration which was 
already recognisable during the Euro-
pean Parliament election in November 
2007. Smaller parties such as the Conser-
vative Party (PC) or the Greater Romania 
Party (PRM) are becoming less impor-
tant. Although the Christian Democrats 
have been successful thanks to the ex-
pected re-election of their former pre-
sident Ciuhandu to mayor of Timișoara, 

they still only reached a total of approx. 
one percent of the votes. The Demo-
cratic Union of Hungarians in Romania, 
UDMR, will nevertheless name four pre-
sidents of the county councils and has 
achieved a total of approx. five percent 
of the votes. The local elections have 
been a success for the Deutsche Forum. 
The Mayor of Sibiu, Klaus Johannis, has 
been reelected with 83 percent already 
during the first election round. In the 
municipal council of Sibiu the Forum 
has achieved 53 percent of the votes 
thus becoming the strongest party. Also 
the candidate of the Forum for the presi-
dency of the county council Sibiu, Mar-
tin Bottesch, has been successful. 
The election for the Lord Mayor in Bucha-
rest proved remarkable not only with 
regard to its results. The current mayor 
Videanu of the Democratic Liberal Party 
did not run for reelection. The candidate 
nominated by the Democrats, the for-
mer Minister of Administration and Inte-
rior Vasile Blaga, first gave the impressi-
on one had to carry him to candidacy. 
The Social Democrats won with Cristian 

Diaconescu against the competing can-
didate Sorin Oprescu who according to 
the polls, first had seemed to have more 
chances to win; as a consequence Sorin 
Oprescu left the party and, as an inde-
pendent candidate, he was elected Lord 
Mayor with 56 percent of votes against 
Blaga in a run-off vote on 15 June 2008. 
Oprescu, whose father was General of 
the Security Police Securitate during the 
Ceausescu regime, has been supported 
within the Social Democrats by the for-
mer president and chairman of PSD Il-
liescu. Oprescu has so far been a senator 
representing the PSD, a director of three 
hospitals and president of the Romanian 
medical association. 

In the municipal council of Bucharest 
PD-L has achieved 24 seats preceding 
PSD (16 seats) and PNL (8 seats) thus 
becoming the strongest party. PD-L 
and PSD will respectively name two 
mayors and PNL and the Conservative 
Party PC respectively one mayor for the 
six mayor’s offices in the Sectors Local 
Councils of Bucharest. 

Local Elections 2008 in Romania

Function Party

PD-L PSD PNL

County Councils 28, 38 % (425) 28, 22 % (416) 18, 65 % (282)

Presidents of the CC 28, 16 % (28) 28, 05 % (24) 19, 81 % (5)

Mayors 32, 06 % (432) 32, 78 % (472) 21, 90 % (348)

Municipal Councils 27, 65 % (11 096) 26, 61 % (12 110) 18, 13 % (8 513)

Election results for the presidents of the county councils
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www.casinos.at
Hotline +43 (0) 50 777 50

Schenken 
      Sie Glück!          

Das richtige Geschenk finden ist keine Glückssache.
Infos und Bestellungen unter: Tel.: +43 (0) 50 777 50, www.casinos.at  
oder in einem der 12 Casinos von Casinos Austria. 

Dinner & Casino
• exklusives 4-gängiges Menü
• Begrüßungsjetons im Wert von 25,–  
• ein Glas Sekt an der Casinobar 
• 4 Parolijetons, die Ihnen mit etwas  

Glück  7.777,– in Gold bringen 

nur 
  57,–

Weitere Geschenktipps:  Surf & Turf um nur  40,– oder Dinner & Casino Night um nur  129,–

Casinos_Weihn.Anzeigen_RL.indd   1 28.11.2008   11:37:14 Uhr
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Ball of the Regions 
of Europe 2009

Saturday, 14th February 2009

Palais Niederösterreich, 
Herrengasse 13

1010 Vienna, Austria

Palais Niederösterreich

INVITATION
 

IRE Expert Seminar
for Representatives of

European Regions and Cities
 

„The Financial Crisis and its 
impact on Regions, Cities and 
Municipalities within Europe“

 
Saturday, February 14th 2009

 
10.00 - 14.00 

 
Raiffeisenzentralbank (RZB), 

Raiffeisensaal,
Am Stadtpark 9, 1030 Vienna, Austria

 
Registration: office@institut-ire.eu
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30.12. 20.00 Uhr

31.12. 16.00 & 20.00 Uhr

Balázs & Alice Dancing Stars

Zaza und die Cagelles 
aus dem Musical-Hit  
„Ein Käfig voller Narren“

Als Gäste:

Max Hagler Big Band

präsentiert von 

Alfons Haider  

c-stadthalle-66-08 IRE Magazin 170x126mm.indd   1 20.10.2008   14:44:24 Uhr

New Members of IRE

Region of Ruse (Bul-
garia), represented 
by Governor Maria 
Dimova

Region of Arad (Ro-
mania), represented 
by President Nicolae 
Iotcu

Pöchhacker Innovation Consulting 
(Austria), represented by Mag. Gerlinde 
Pöchhacker-Tröscher

City of Suceava (Ro-
mania), represented 
by Mayor Ion Lungu

IRE Advisory Board: Combating Crisis

The most recent meeting of the IRE-advisory board took place at the premises of the 
management of Vienna Airport on 29 October 2008. Focus of the counselling was the 
working programme for the year 2009. The advisory board members agreed that es-
pecially the consequences of the financial crisis will have to play an important role in 
IRE-events in the near future. Thereby it shall be mission of the IRE to point out ways 
out of the crisis. Therefore the first seminar of the year, taking place in Vienna on 14 
February 2009, shall engage in this topic. Besides the 5th conference of European Re-
gions and Cities in Salzburg on 31st August, several regional expert conferences are 
scheduled. The number of Cafés d’Europe Régional will increase also in 2009 – espe-
cially with regard to elections for the European Parliament.  F. l.: Franz Schausberger, 
Stefan Eder, Helmut Falschlehner



IRE is 

sponsored

by
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EUR 8,7 billion € for Regional Cooperation
On 5 November 2008, on request of 
the President of the Federal Council, 
Bundesrat Jürgen Weiss, the second 
Chamber of the Austrian Parliament, 
the Federal Council (Bundesrat), held a 
special meeting titled “The scope of and 
the experience in cross-border, regional 
cooperation”.
The representative of the European 

The Bundesrat – the second chamber of 
the Austrian Parliament

Commission, Miguel Avila of the Direc-
torate General for Regional Policy sta-
ted that funds of EUR 8.7 bill. would be 
available for the period 2007-2013 to 
support “European Territorial Coopera-
tion” projects. 74% of the total amount 
will be dedicated to cross-border pro-
jects, 21% to trans-national projects and 
5% to interregional projects.

Representatives of the Austrian Provin-
ces (Bundesländer) illustrated examples 
of efficient cross-border cooperation. 
These examples proved that the regions 
cooperate on a European level.
IRE’s Director, Franz Schausberger, re-
quested the National Council (National-
rat) and the Federal Council (Bundesrat) 
to adopt the law on the “European cross-
border cooperation groupings” (EGCC) 
as soon as possible, as this would facili-
tate the work of the Euroregions. He fur-
thermore called on the project opera-
tors to declare projects which received 
EU-funds as such, to make financial sup-
port by the EU visible for the citizens. 

by Dr. Bojan Pajtić

The United Europe is the greatest peace-
building, democratic and civil endeavour 
in the history of mankind. And Vojvodina 
itself, as a region, which has been built 
for centuries by joint efforts of Serbs, 
Hungarians, German and another 20 
nations is actually Europe in Miniature. 
Vojvodina stands as a Central European 
bridge of cooperation between Serbia 
and its neighbours, an economic driver 
of accelerated integration of Serbia into 
the European Union. We take that role 
seriously: we have a fruitful coopera-
tion with a great number of European 
regions and have also implemented a 
lot of projects in the field of economic 
networking, attracting of foreign invest-
ments, adoption of European standards 
and administrative capacity building.    
As a result of the adoption of the new 
Statute of the Autonomous Provice of 
Vojvodina, the citizens were given our 
assurances that we are going to jointly 
activate all great potentials of our regi-
on. We have promised to make life of this 
and future generations easier and nicer. 
We are determined to develop economy 

Vojvodina – Aspirations and Goals
and agriculture; to consolidate equality 
of all national communities living in Voj-
vodina; to ensure more harmonious and 
efficient functioning of local, provincial 
and national institutions as well as their 
service in the best interest of citizens. 
We have decided to make life of all Vo-
jvodina citizens better.     
The new Statute has been drafted not 
only in the interest of citizens of Vojvo-
dina, but also in the interest of building 
a stronger Serbia, as a prerequisite of its 
further democratic progress and econo-
mic development. 
We would like to make Vojvodina‘s au-
tonomy as functional as possible within 
the scope of modernisation process 
which is supported by the majority of 
citizens in Serbia and without which our 
country cannot make up for the painful 
and tragic lagging behind which it was 
facing at the turn of two millenniums. 
We are internally organising Vojvodina 
as a European region, meaning – strong 
local community, institutional protec-
tion of minority rights and genuine mul-
ticulturality, total control of government 
by the citizens. Regional entities have its 
special place in Europe. Therefore, we 

are carefully safeguarding and fostering 
Vojvodinian multiethnicity, multicultu-
rality and tolerance.
Vojvodina would like to become invol-
ved in the European division of labour 
as soon as possible, to attract foreign ca-
pital, new knowledge and equipment, 
and to improve its supply of the Europe-
an market. People of Vojvodina are not 
used to having idle hands and waiting 
for the state superstructure to find mar-
kets and business partners for them.  

Bojan Pajtić is President of the Auto-
nomous Province of Vojvodina, Serbia
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How can small and medium enterpri-
ses (SME) benefit most from European 
regional policy – this was the main que-
stion of a workshop, which was held by 
European Union of craftsmen and SME 
(UEAPME) in the frame of the Open Days 
in Brussels on 7 October 2008. EU-Com-
missioner for Regional Policy, Ms. Danu-
ta Huebner, emphasised that with the 
Small Business Act of the Commission 
clear priorities for SMEs were set. 27 bil-
lion Euros are available for SMEs in the 
ongoing funding period. However, Hue-
bner also adverts to the responsibility of 
regional and local authorities towards 

their SMEs and appeals to reduce regio-
nal bureaucracy for enterprises. 
 
CoR President Luc van den Brande 
brought out in his speech that small and 
medium enterprises in Europe ensure 
about 60 percent of employment whe-
reat about half of SME have less than ten 
employees.
 
IRE-chairman Franz Schausberger calls 
for the reduction of bureaucratic effort 
for SME and criticises that EU burdens 
SMEs with too much of statistical bu-
reaucratic effort. Access to EU funding 
is way too complicated and makes the 
purchase of expensive consulting ne-
cessary for SMEs. Schools providing 
vocational education should set more 
value on language courses and know-
ledge about the European Union. The-
se are important preconditions for the 
engagement of SMEs also in other EU 

Crisis shows: SME are most stable pillars 
of economy

IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger with 
Secretary General of UEAPME, Andrea Be-
nassi

Daniel Acs, Secretary of State for Regional 
Development of the Slovak Republic and 
Secretary General of UEAPME, Andrea Be-
nassi.

IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger and 
Jean Peyrony, representative of  DG Regio, 
European Commission

countries where potentials are still not 
exhausted. Also the access of SMEs to 
research and innovation is still much too 
slender.
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